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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 

LATELY PUBLISHED BY LEA & BLANCHARD. 


LISTON ‘ AND MUTTER’S 

SURGICAL LECTURES. 

A BEAUTIFUL VOLUME, PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 


LECTURES 

03T THE 

OPERATIONS OF SURGERY, 

AWD ON 

DISEASES AND ACCIDENTS 

REQUIRING OPERATIONS. 

DELIVHRED AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON. 

By ROBERT LISTON, Esq., F. R. S., &c. 

EDITED, 

WITH NUMEROUS ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS, BY 

T. D. MUTTER, M. D., 

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE, PHILADELPHIA. 

IN ONE LARGE AND BEAUTIFULLY PRINTED OCTAVO VOLUME. 

With Two Hundred and Sixteen Illustrations on Wood . 

This work contains much original matter of Professor Mutter’s, 
amounting to about two hundred and fifty pages, embodying the 
results of his great experience, and adopting the \frhole to the wants 
of the American Profession. The Lectures are those which have 
attracted so much attention as published in the Lancet. They are 
here reproduced entire, omitting none of the original wood engravings, 
and introducing many new and valuable ones, rendering this alto- 
gether one of the most completely illustrated works of the kind, that 
has for some time been presented to the medical public. Among 
the additions of Professor Mutter, will be found full and elaborate 
Treatises on Staphyloraphy, the different Plastic Operations, Club- 
Foot, Affections of the Eye, Deformities from Burns, and many other 
important subjects, not to be met with in so enlarged a form in, per- 
haps, any other work on Surgery. The chapters containing them 
are fully illustrated with numerous original and highly curious en- 
gravings. 

u It is all plain and practically useful information. Illustrations abound, inter- 
spersed through the 565 large octavo pages. Altogether it is a desirable book. 
Its style, the importance of the subjects discussed, die facts detailed, and the hijjh 
authority of the lecturer, together with that of his annotatbr, must e£ert a beneficial 
influence on the operative surgicsd practice of the whole country .” — Boston Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal. 

1 


Digitized by t^ooQie 



LEA & BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLICATIONS. 

NOW READY, FEBRUARY, 1846, 

TUNGLISON’S THERAPEUTICS* 

, A NEW EDITION, MUCH IMPROVED. 

GENERAL THERAPEUTICS A N iT MATERIA MEDICA. 

WITH ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY ILLUSTRATIONS. 

ADAPTED FOR A MEDICAL TEXT-BOOK. 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M. D., 

PROFESSOR OF INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, ETC., IN JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE; LATE PRO- 
FESSOR OF MATERIA MEDICA, ETC., IN THE UNIVERSITIES OF VIRGINIA AND 
MARYLAND, AND IN JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

THIRD EDITION, REVISED AND IMPROVED, IN TWO OCTAVO VOLUMES, 
WELL BOUND. 

In this edition much improvement wit! be found over the former ones* The author has 
subjected it to a thorough revision, and has endeavoured to so modify the work as to make 
it a more complete and exact exponent of the present state of knowledge on the important 
subjects of which it treats. The favour with which the former editions were received, 
demanded that the present should he rendered still more worthy of the patronage of the 
profession, and this alteration will be found not only in the matter of the volumes, but also 
in the numerous illustrations introduced, and the general improvement in the appearance 
of the work. 


LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 


1. Cephaglis Ipecacuanha. 

2. Brown Ipecacuanha root. 

3. Striated Ipecacuanha root— 
Undulated Ipecacuanha root. 

4. Ionidium Ipecacuanha root 

5. Giilenia stipulacea. 

6. Lobelia inflata. 

7. Sanguinaria Canadensis. 

8. Apocyuutn And roseemi folium. 

9. Eryihronium Americanum. 

10. Euphorbia corollata. 

11. Ficus Carica. 

12. Ricinis communis. 

13. Rheum palmatum. 

14. Rheum compactum. 

15. Aloe Socotorina. 

10. Legume and leaflet of Acute 
leaved Alexandrian Senna. 

17. Legume and leaflet of C. obo- 
vata. 

18. Tinnevelly Senna. 

19. Cassia Marilandica. 

20. Podophyllum. 

21. Hebradendron eambogioldes 

22. Momordica Elaterium. 

23. Apocynum cannabinum. 

24. Convolvulus pandoratus. 


1. Cocculus palmatus. (Male 
plant) 

2. Gentians Catesbmi. 

3. Frasera Walteri. 

4. Sabbaria angularis. 

5. Coplis trifolia. 

6. A tetris farinosa. 

7. Aristolochia serpentaria. 

8. Asarura Canadense. 

9. Anihemis Cotula. 

10. Magnolia glauca. 

11. Magnolia macrophylla. 

12. Geum Virginianum. 

13. Hepatica Americana. 

14. Indigo. 

15. Cornus Florida. 

16. Llriodendron tulipifera. 


VOL. i. 

25. Chenopodium Anlhelminti- 
cum. 

26. Spigelia Marilandica. 

27. Nephrodium Filix mas. 

28. Pnnica gran atom. 

29. 30. Inhaling Bottles. 

31. Balsam adendron Myrrhs. 
82. Acacia Arabia. 

33. Olea Europaea. 

34. Saccharum oflicinaram. 

95 Linum usitatissimum. 

96. Astragalus verus. 

37. Cetraria Islandica. 

38. Fucus vesiculosus. 

39. Inhaler. 

40. Cantharides. 

41. Leontodon Taraxacum. 

42. Erigeron Philadelphicum. 

43. Arbutos Uva ursi. 

44. Eupatorium nerfoliatum. 

45. Asclepias tuberosa. 

46. Arum triphyllum. 

47. Carihamus tinctorins. 

48. Warm-bath. 

49. Hip-bath. 

50. Foot-bath. 

51. Hyoscyaraos Niger. 

52. Datura Stramonium. 


VOL. II. 

17. Dyosnyros Virginiana. 

18. Heuchera acenfolia. 

19. Spiraea tomentosa. 

20. Staiice Caroliniana. 

21. Colcbicum amumoale. 

22. Veratrum Album. Ver. Al* 
biflornm. 

23. Cimicifuga racemosa. 

24,25. Shower-bath. 

26. Abies exceisa. 

27. Ranunculus acris. ' 

28. Aralia nudicoulis. 

29. Solanum dulcamara. 

30. Taccapinnatifida. 

31. Particles of Tahiti Arrow- 
root. 


53. Coninm maculatum. 

54. Humulus Lupulus. 

55. Dried lupulinic grain with its 
hilum magnified. 

56. Cannabis sativa. 

57. Lycopus Virginicus. 

58. Strychnos Nux Vomica. 

50. Ruta graveolens. 

60. Seoale oornutum. 

61. Cinnamomnm Zeylanicum. 

02. Cardamom. 

63. Cariophyllus aromaticus. 

64. Fcenieufum vulgare. 

65. Monarda coccinea. 

66. Hedeoma pulegioidea. 

67. Myristica moschata. 

68. Nutmeg in the shell surround- 
ed by toe mace. 

69. Ganltheria procombehs. 

70. Juniperua communis. 

71. Citrus Aurantium. 

72. Lauras Camphors. 

73. Drymis Winteri. 

74. Acoros Calamus. 

75. Piper nigrum. . 

76. Kectrical Apparatus fbt Me- 
dical purposes. 


32. Particles of white East India 
Arrow-root. 

33. Particles of West India Ar- 
row-root 

34t Particles of Tous-les-rnois. 

35. Particles of Potato starch seen 
by the microscope. 

96i Janipha Manihot. 

37. Particles of Tapioca as seen 
by the microscope. 

38. Sagus RUftiphii. 

39. Particles of Sago-meal. 

40. Particles of Potato sago. 

41. Cycas revoltota or the Japan 
Sago-tree. 

42. Avena Sativa. . 

43. Particles of Wheat Starch. 


14 Our junior brethren in America will find in these volumes of Professor Dung] i son, a ‘Thesaurus 
Midicamiwum,’ more valuable than a large purse of gold.”— Utdieo-ChirurgietU Review for Jan., 1845. 
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LEA & BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLICATIONS. 


CHELIUS’S SYSTEM OF SURGERY. 


a System of surgery, 

BY J. M. CHELIUS, 

DOCTOR IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY, PUBLIC PROFESSOR OF OSNERAL AND OPHTHALMIC 
SURGERY, ETC. ETC., IN THE UNIVERSITY OF HEIDELBERG. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN, 

AND ACCOMPANIED WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, 


BY JOHN F. SOUTH, 

8URGEON TO ST. THOMAS ’8 HOSPITAL. 


EDITED, WITH REFERENCE TO AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, 

BY GEORGE W. NORRIS, M.D. 


PUBLISHING Dl OTMBERS, AT FIFTY CERTS EACH. 


RIGHT NUMBERS ARE NOW READY. 


That this work should have pasted to fix editions iu Germany, and have been translated into no 
less tbau seven languages, is sufficient proof of its value. It contains what is, perhaps, embraced to 
an equal extent in no other work on the subject now before the public, a complete System of Surgery, 
both in its .principles and practice. The additions of the translator, Mr. South, are very numerous, 
bringing the work up to the very day of publication, and embodying whatever may have been omiuea 
by the author respecting English Surgery: while Dr. Norris will take equal care in representing the 
state of the science in America. 


“Judging from a single number only ofthis work, we have no hesitation in saying that, if the remain- 
ing portions correspond at all with the first, it will be by far the most complete and scientific system of 
surgery in the English language. We have, indeed, seen no work which eo nearly comes up to our 
ideabf what such a production should be, both as a practical guide and as a work of reference, aa 
this; and the fact that it has passed through six editions in Gerraany t and been translated into seven 
languages, is sufficiently convincing proof of its value. It is methodical and concise, clear and accu- 
rate; omitting all minor details and fruitless speculations, it gives us all the information we want in 
the shortest and simplest fond . 1 * — The New York Journal of Medicine. 

“The scope of Professor CheHus*s Manual is indicated by its title: it professes to treat, systemati- 
cally, of the science and art of surgery, but within such compass as to render the work an appropriate 
introduction and companion to hfs lectures. The care, however, which has been bestowed upon its 
construction, and the labour which its research evtnces, would be ill-repaid were it confined to this 
sphere; and we may conscientiously say that we know of no Manual of surgery, on the whole, more 
deserving of public confidence, or more valuable as a guide and refresher to the young practitioner. 
It is not out intention at present critically to analyze Mr. South’s labours; but we should be guilty 
of an injustice to him and to our readers if we did not cordially recommend his work as having fair 
promise of forming, what it is the translator’s ambition it should be, a sound and comprehensive 
system of practical surgery. The notes and text are so intermingled as to render it continuously 
readable, wiihoutpreseniing those abrupt transitions which are so disagreeable in many works simi- 
larly arranged. The faults of omission, Ac., at which we have hinted in our comments on the first 
chapter of our author’s work, (viz., that on * Inflammation,’) have been amply compensated by the 
copious and excellent digest of nis translator aod annotator, who ia justly proud of availing himaelf of 
the labours of our own countrymen in this department of pathology, while he gives their due meed of 
notice and respect to the contributions of our continental brethren. The references which are given 
to original wonts have evidently been carefblly collated, and will be found of great value to the 
student and practitioner who may wish for more copious imbrmation on any particular branch of 
surgery; ana the practical remarks and illustrations with which the work abounds, are a good 
guarantee of the translator’s ability to do justice to his task, at the same time that they prove that Mr. 
South has not failed to avail himself industriously of the large opportunities whiok his hospital appoint- 
ment has afforded him .” — The British and Foreign Medical Review. 


“We will, therefore, content ourselves for the present with directing the attention of the profession 
to it, as being the most complete system of surgery in any language, and one that is of equal utility as 
a practical guide and as a work of reference. The fact of its having reached six editions in Germany, 
and of its having been tranelated into seven languages, are more convincing proofs of its value than 
anything that we can say. Mr. South has performed his task with much judgment, and has certainly 
made a most useful addition to the medical literature of this country by rendering Chellus's work into 
English .” — The Lancet. 
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LEA & BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLICATIONS, 


COMPENDIUM OF CHAPMAN’S LECTURES. 

A COMPENDIUM OF LECTURES 

OX THE 

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

DELIVERED BY PROFESSOR CHAPMAN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

PREPARED, WITH PERMISSION, FROM DR. CHAPMAN’S MANU- 
SCRIPTS, AND PUBLISHED WITH HIS APPROBATION. 

BY N. D. BENEDICT, M. D. 

IN ONE VERY NEAT OCTAVO VOLUME, 
coir TEXTS. 

Remarks on the Classification of Diseases — Fever in General — Intermittent Fever — Remit- 
tent Fever— Continued Fever, (Mild, Intermediate, and Extreme Forms)— Yellow Fever 
—Endemic Pneumonic, or Spotted Fever — Diseases of the Heart and Blood-vessels, (In- 
flammatory, Organic, and Nervous) — Acute Carditis, Pericarditis, and Endocarditis— Chro- 
nic Carditis, Pericarditis, and Endocarditis — Hypertrophy of the Heart — Dilatation of the 
Heart — Atrophy of the Heart — Rupture of the Heart — Affections of the Valves of the 
Heart — Palpitations — Acute Arteritis — Degenerations of Arteries — Aneurism of Arteries 
— Phlebitis — Acute Inflammation of the Throat — Chronic Inflammation of the Throat — 
Dysphagia — Parotitis — Dysentery, (Inflammatory) — Dysentery, (Congestive) — Diarrhoea — 
Cholera Morbus — Cholera Infantum — Flatulent Colic — Bilious Colic — Colica Pictonum — 
Acute Peritonitis — Chronic Peritonitis — Acute Catarrh — Catarrhus .Estivus — Chronic Ca- 
tarrh — Acute Bronchitis — Chronic Bronchitis — Catarrhus Senilis — Acute Infantile Bron- 
chitis-Chronic Infantile Bronchitis — Croup — Acute Infantile Asthma — Whooping-Cough 
— Acute Laryngitis — Chronic Laryngitis — Pleuropneumonia — Congestive Pneumonia — 
Chronic Pleurisy and Pneumoniar— Apoplexy— Palsy — Epilepsy — Hysteria— Chorea — 
Neuralgia — Diabetes. 

Il will be seen that this work is entirely distinct from the volumes of Dr. Chapman on Eruptive Fe- 
vers, Jbc., and on Thoracic and Abdominal Viscera. All the works are printed and bound to match. 

BIRD ON URINARY DEPOSITS. 

URINARY DEPOSITS, 

THEIR DIAGNOSIS, PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICAL 
INDICATIONS. 

BY GOLDING BIRD, A.M., M. D., &c. 

In One Octavo Volume, Cloth, with Cuts. 

“One of the beat fruits of this ‘revival’ In urinary pathology is the work of Dr. Golding Bird, 
which we are about introducing to the notice of our readers. 

“In 1813 Dr. Bird delivered a course of lectures on the diagnosis and pathology of urinary sedi- 
ments. They were published in the London Medical Gazette, attracted much attention at the time, 
and were subsequently translated into German. These lectures form the groundwork of the present 
publication, though much extended and nearly rewritten. 

“ From the space which we have given to the consideration of this little volume, our readers will 
naturally infer the exalted opinion we entertain of it. Yet we fear we have still conveyed a very 
inadequate notion of its merits. Where almost everything is of value, il is difficult to select or con- 
dense. Such of our readers as wish to increase their siore of practical knowledge, and enlarge the 
sphere of their usefulness, we refer to the volume itself, and recommend Its possession. We now 
take leave of Dr. Bird with an expression of great readiness to meet him again in the same, or some 
analogous line of investigation.”— American Medical Journal. 

“ The author of this volume is at once a chemist skilled in analysis, and a practitioner who has 
for years carefully noted diseases at the bedside, it is therefore manifest, that he is qualified in an 
uncommon degree to discuss the subject of urinary deposits, in which the phenomena belong as much 
to chemistry as to pathology. Such are the labourers from whom science is likely to derive the most 
valuable results, as to all the pathological conditions which involve chemical reactions. The mere 
chemtsi is not competent to the task of unfolding them; and the pathologist without the tests and 
reagents of the laboratory, is unable to account for the series of changes. The union of the two, ns it 
is found In Dr. Bird, is indispensable to a Successful prosecution of such researches. It is as a manual 
for the practitioner in urinary affections that he presents his work lo the profession, and In that cha- 
racter it has the highest claims to our attention. Its matter is condensed, and so arranged, that ready 
reference may be made to any topic.”— The Wtetern Journal qf Medicine and Surgery. 
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LEA & BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLICATIONS. 


SIMON’S CHEMISTRY OF MAN. 

ANIMAL CHEMISTRY. 

WITH REFERENCE TO THE PHYSIOLO&Y AND PATHOLOGY OF IAN. 

. BY DR. J. FRANZ SIMON. 

TRANSLATED AND EDITED BY 
GEORGE E. DAY, M. A. & L.M. Cantab., &c. 

With Plates, in One Volume, 8vo. 

“A work that obtained for its author a European reputation, and it universally regarded 
at by far the most complete treatise that hae yet appeared on Physiological Chemistry.” — 
Editors Preface. 

“Fo treatise on physiological chemistry approaches, in tallness and accuracy of detail, 
the work which stands at the head of this article. It is the production of a man of true 
German assiduity, who has added to his own researches the results of the labours of nearly 
every other inquirer in this interesting branch of science. The death of such a labourer, 
which is mentioned in the preface to the work as having occurred prematurely in 1842, is 
indeed a calamity to science. He had hardly reached the middle term of life, and yet had 
made himself known all over Europe, ana in our country, where his name has been 
familiar for several years as among the most successful of the cultivators of the chemistry 

of man It is a vast repository of facts, to which the teacher and student may refer 

with equal satisfaction.” — The Wet tern Journal qf Medicine and Surgery. 

“ Several reasons combine to render Dr. Simon’s work peculiarly valuable. In the first 
place, the author evidently understands his subject, and discusses it with great ability; in 
the next place, his opinions have been formed, in a great measure, from original investiga- 
tions ; and, lastly, he seems to have no theories beyond facts — no dogmas to sustain at the 
expense of truth and principle ; but be enters upon the investigation like a true philoso- 
pher, and the result is such as we have seen.” — The Western Lancet. 

BUDD 0 N T H E LITER. 

ON DISEASES OF THE LIVER. 

BY GEORGE BUDD, M.D., F.R.S., &c. 

WITH 

W00D-CUT8 AND COLOURED PLATES, 

IN THE FIRST 8TYLE OF ART. 

In One Octavo Volume, Sheep. 

“ We canndt too strongly recommend the diligent study of this volume. The work 
cannot fail to rank the name of its author among the most enlightened pathologists and 
soundest practitioners of the day.” — Me&co-Catrurgical Review. 

“ With the new year, Messrs. Lea & Blanchard have brought out one of those sterling 
works on medicine which it refreshes one ,to examine. It is a sound, practical guide in 
everyday practice, and opportune, from Hie circumstance that it does not interfere with 
iny recent publication. Those only who have felt how difficult it is to decide, or rather 
determine with certainty upon the true condition of the liver, under some indications of 
the system, can appreciate a treatise like this.” — Boston Med. and Burg. Journal. 

DURLACHER ON CORNS, BUNIONS, ETC. 

A TREATISE ON CORNS, BUNIONS, 

THE DISEASES OF THE NAILS, AND THE GENERAL 
MANAGEMENT OF THE FEET. 

Br LEWIS DURLACHER, 

SUBGEOff CHIROPODIST, BT SPECIAL APPOINTMENT, TO THE Q.UIXN. 

In One small Duodecimo Volume, Cloth. 

“These Important subjects are la this work lifted above the quackery which has generally In- 
vested them, and we find them treated with evident marks of science end education.”— North Am. 
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LEA & BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLICATIONS. 

HUGHES ON THE ~LUNG6 AND HEART. 

CLINICAL INTRODUCTION TO THE PRACTICE OF 
AUSCULTATION, 

AND OTHER MODES OF PHY8ICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

INTENDED TO SIMPLIFY THE STUDY OF 

THE DISEASES OF THE HEART AND LUNGS. 

Br H. M. HUGHES, M. D., &c. 

In One Duodecimo Volume, (with a Plate.) 

CHURCHILL’S MID WIF E R Y, 

WITH NUMEROUS ADDITIONS. 

NEW EDITION, JUST PUBLISHED. 

L. A B. have just issued a new edition of this valuable and standard work on the Theory and 
Practice of Midwifery, edited -by Huston, in One Octavo Volume, well bound, with numerous illus- 
trations. 

alsoTlatelFf^ 

NEW EDITIONS OF 

PEREIRA’S MATERIA MEDICA. 

REVISED, WITH ADDITIONS, BY CARSON. 

In Two large Octavo Volumes, many Cuts, 

AND OP 

WATSON’S PRACTICE OF PHYSIC, 

EDITED BY CONDIE, 

IN ONE OCTAVO VOLUME, 

Of nearly Eleven Hundred Large Pages } bound in strong Leather j with raised bands. 

KIRBY & SPENCE’S ENTOMOLOGY. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTOMOLOGY, 

OR ELEMENTS OP THE 

NATURAL HISTORY OF INSECTS; 

COMPRISING AN ACCOUNT OF 

NOXIOUS AND USEFUL INSECTS, 

OF THEIR 

METAMORPHOSES, FOOD, STRATAGEMS, HABITA- 
TIONS, SOCIETIES, MOTIONS, NOISES, HYBER- 
x NATION, INSTINCT, &c. &c. 

WITH PLATES. 

Br WILLIAM KIRBY, M.A., F.R.S. & L.S., &c. &c„ 

And WILLIAM SPENCE, Esq., F. R. S. & L. S. 

From the Sixth London Edition, Corrected, and considerably Enlarged . 
IN ONE LARGE OCTAVO VOLUME. 
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LEA & BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLICATIONS. 


LATELY PUBLISHED, A NEW AHD MUCH IMPB0VE9 EDITION OF 
DRUITT’S _3URGERY. 

THE 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF, MODERN SURGERY. 

Br ROBERT DRUITT, Surheow. 

FROM THE THIRD LONDON EDITION. 

ILLUSTRATED BY ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE WOOD ENGRAVINGS. 
"WITH NOTES AND COMMENTS, 

Bt JOSHUA B. FLINT, M. M., S. S. 

In One Volume, Octavo. 

" Aa umptmbli compendium not only of mrgienl bat ot mndiMl practice.”— load#. Utd. Sax. 

A NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION OP 

FERGU$j®P&’S OPERATIVE SURGERY. 

A SYSTEM OF PRACTICAL SURGERY. 

BT WILLIAM FSR6U8S0N, F.R.S.E. 

SECOND AMERICAN EDITION, REVISED AND IMPROVED, 

With two hundred and fifty-two Illustrations fra vt drawings by Bagg , engraved by Gilbert. 

WITH NOTES AND ADDITIONAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

BY GEORGE W. NORRIS, M.D. 

In one beautiful octavo volume of six hundred and forty large pages. 

The publishers commend to the mention of the profession this new and improved edition of Fer- 
guseon’s standard work, as combining cheapness and elegance , with a clear, found, and practical 
treatment of every subject in surreal science. Neither pains nor expense have bedn spared to make 
It worthy of the reputation which It has already acquired, aad of which the rapid exhaustion of the 
first edition Is sufficient evidence. It is extensively used as a text-book in many medical colleges 
throughout the country. # 

SIB ASTLEY COOPER’S SURGICAL WORKS. 

COOPER ON TEE ANATOMY AND D1SRASES OF THE BREAST. 

TOOHTHXm WITH 

TWENTY-FIVE’ MISCELLANEOUS SURGICAL PAPERS: 

NOW FIRST PUBLISHED IN A COLLECTIVE FORM. 

IN ONE LARGE IMPERIAL OCTAVO VOLUME. 

Witb 363 Figures on 36 Plates. 

COOPER ON HERNIA. 

IN ONE LARGE IMPERIAL OCTAVO VOLUME. 

With over 130 Figures on 26 Plates / 

o 

COOPER ON THE TESTIS AND THYMUS GLAND. 

ILLUSTRATED WITH 177 FIGURES ON 87 PLATES, 

In One Imperial Octavo Volume. 

COOPER ON FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS. 

WITH 138 ILLUSTRATIONS ON WOOD. 

In otte neat Octavo Volgnpe. 
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LEA- lb BLANCHARD’S LATE PUBLIGATLOIfS. 

BR^IE’S SURGICAL WORKS. 

5- BRODIE’S SURGICAL LECTURES. 

NOW READY, 

CLINICAL LECTURES 

ON 

SURGERY. 

IN ONE NEAT OCTAVO VOLUME. 

These Lectures, in passing through the columns of “The Medical 
News,” during the last year, have received the unanimous approbation of 
the profession in this country, and will no doubt be eagerly sought for in 
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the liberal, for moderation in criticism ; though it may 
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should any such honour the work with their notice; 
and from the latter, we will not flinch, however severe 
the castigation, as we know it is much easier to find 
fault than to excel. 
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ON 


THE DISEASES OF FEMALES* 


' CHAPTER I* 

or THE PECULIARITIES OF THE FEMALE 8YSTEM. 

tlowEVER powerful the influence of education and modes of life 
may be upon the human frame, they are not capable of effecting 
so great a change upon the female constitution, as to deprivtfit of 
its distinctive peculiarities. Yet we are aware that much is done 
by these great agents; and that when they have been employed 
under equaL circumstances, for an equal period, an approxima- 
tion of physical and moral similarity has been observed ; though 
they have never been able to alter the general character of the 
female so mudfi, as to leave. the slightest doubt. to which of the 
sexes the individual belongs, even independently of sexual pecu- 
liarity. 

The intentions of nature ift the formation of man, are nat, nor ^ 
cannot be fulfilled, by one sex alone; both must t9b nfcur in this 
great object^ and it wodld be idle to decide, by any process of 
reasoning, to which is assigned the most important roleih this 
great work. Participation is essential to the end in view ; and 
to each is allotted respective duties; duties which cannot be ex- 
changed or. even varied; for they are immutable/ To preserve, 
therefore, the moral and physical distinctions in his favourite 
creatures, and. to prevent either „nqglect or confusion in the per- 
formance of the duties assigned to therrf, the Deity has imposed 
such distinctness of organization upon the sexes, as defied aliena- 
tion, or exchange, in the exercise of the functions resulting 
from it.* 

* Alphore le Roms of opinion, that mo**t of tbo causes which the 

human family, originate with the female ; he says, M With a view more effectually ~ 

o * ? • * 
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•PECULIARITIES OF THE FEMALE SYSTEM* 


In (his place, however, we have only to detail, and that very 
briefly, the peculiarities which distinguish the female from the 
male; peculiarities, which impose upon her functions and diseases 

* altogether her own. For both her particular organization and 
her temperament are made subservient to the important part she 
is destined to perform : upon her devolves conception, gestation, 
delivery, suckling, and all the contingencies connected with these 
processes. 

To what evils, then, do not these processes subject the female ! 
yet, before she experiences them, she is liable to all such, as may 
arise from sexual functions and organization : and before she can 
perform one of the ultimate intentions of her creation, she is ob- 
noxious from mere structure to painful, and sometimes to fatal 
diseases. 

For to her the period of puberty is oftentimes .replete w*th 

* evils; she is constantly liable to irregularities in her menstrua, 
Hnd menaced severity by their consequences. ' She may be visited 
by them precociously* and be debilitated by their quantity, or 
frequency ; or they may be withheld so long, as to involve her 
health in ruin. Or she may be defective or exuberant in struc- 
ture; and be obliged to submit, if not to dangerous, yet perhaps 
to indelicate operations, to compensate for the one or for the 

' removal of the other. Besides these, she is liable to all the dis- 
* eases of the male, that do not depend upon sexual distinction ; 
and thus is multiplied upon her, almost all the evils that can be- 
fal two sexes. 

The anatomical and physiological peculiarities of the female 
are both numerous and curious; we shall only, however, succinctly 
enumerate. a few. 

One of the moM striking diflerene'es between the male and fe- 
male, i5 the inferiority of ner stature.' Her whole osseous fabric 
is more delicate and less extended. .TJie'bones of her Cranium 
are thinner, srpaller, and more pliant; and the Space destined to 
be filled with the brain, is smaller. • 

The chest is more elevated, in consequence af the ribs forming 
^nearly right angles with the spine; and these bones themselves, 
are broader and flatter, than in the male. This disposition of 
the ribs fender^the thorax shorter, though its upper part is larger ; 
but the sternum and cartilages have less length, and are flatter; 
the clavicles are longer and less crooked - . The pelvis of the 
, female differs in a number of points from that of the male ; it is 


-to follow 4hc labyrinth -of the human ecqpomy, it appears necessary to study that 
of the female ; in this we may perceive more certainly and frequently than in that 
of the man, the cause and progress of diseases. Moreover, the degeneration ol 
the species always begins in nature with the female* io study the diseases of them 
is to acrive at the source of all that belong to the human speeds.?* Hietoire Na- 
"lurelle do la Grosseaso et 1* Accouchement, p. Yili. , 
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calculated to subserve one of the most important as well as inte- 
resting functions of the body ; namely, the passage of the child 
during labour: hence, we find all its diameters larger than those 
of the male; together with a much greater expansion of the 
bones which constitute the arch of the pubes, &c. 

The general character of the bones, as well as their connex* n 
ions with each other, differ from those of the male; their angles 
are less silent ; and consequently their articulations are better 
concealed. 

The muscular system also differs; its mobility is much greater; 
the whole of the fibres of the female seem to possess a greater 
tenuity and sensibility; hence, the pronepess of the female to spas- 
modic,, and convulsive diseases; hence, the greater susceptibility 
of Impressions from physical and moral causes: hence, the greater 
quickness of contraction of the muscles; and hence, less perma- 
nency of impressions* 

The nervous system has also its peculiar properties; the nerves' 
themselves are smaller, and of more delicate structure. They 

* arc endowed with greater sensibility, and of course are liable to 
more frequent and stronger impressions from external agents, or 
moral influences; and thus the nervous, with the muscular sys- 
tem, contribute to render the female liable to spasmodic diseases, 
and obnoxious to inordinate stimulation. 

But these peculiarities are considered by some, rather an ad- 
vantage, than an evil. Thus, Vigarous declares, “Cette sensi- 
bilite excessive, loin d'etre un mal, devient un a vantage dans leur 
condition ; car plus les sensations sont grandes, moins dies sont 
durable, parce que la mollesse et la flacciditd *des solids leur 
faisant opposer.moins de resistance, leur reaction. est moins forte 
et cesse bientot.” 

“ 111 n’en est pas de mftme dans tthomme; la rigidity et la force 
de ses solides exigent plus d’energie et un plus grand degrd 
d’cntensite dans la c/iuse qui agit sur lui ; mais aussi reflect est 
plus durable, par la gfand resistance que sont en 6tat d’opposer 
ses organs, resistance qui le fait souvent succomber. Je compa- 
rerois volenliers, dans ce cas, la femme d ce Trdle roseau, qui, in- 
capable de resistance, flechit humblemenfrla tdte sous l’effort de 
la tempete, et la relefre doucement quand le calme est revenue; 

* et Phomme a ce ch&ne altier, qui se trouve abuttu, par la seule 
raison qu’il est fort et capable de resister.”* 

In the sanguiferous system, we may perhaps recognise the 
united peculiarities of the muscular and nervous systems; for in 
that system, we constantly find the circulation carried on with 
more rapidity, but with less force ; the arteries are smaller, more 
irritable, and more easily urged into action, and less easily- aj{- 

* Maladies do 0 Femmes. Vol. i n p. 40. 
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peased, after having been inordinately excited. The veins offer 
less resistance to any given distending force ; hence, they are 
more strongly marked upon the surface of the body ; more de- 
cidedly full, or permanently distended ; and more disposed to be- 
come Varicose. The arteries have smaller calibers; are quicker 
Ui their action ; and but rarely ossify. 

The: cellular system is more abundant; more flexible; and 
more easily distended. It is better supplied with moisture; and 
from the cdlhpressibility of its texture, permits the blood vessels 
to divaricatp, and pass unrestrainedly in all directions through it 
From its abundance, and especially about the articulations of the 
great jointt^and large foldings of the body, a roundness and 
beauty is given to parts, which in the male are angular, and per-. 


r flaps even sometimes* unsightly. 
* The cutaneous system diflell 


* The cutaneous system difleriPmuch from that of the male; for 
it of itself, almost becomes an object of beauty. Its texture is 
infinitely finer, more highly polished, and more decidedly trans- 
parent^ It permits the veins to ramify gracefully through its 
; to be distinctly seen, and thus forming a fine contrast 
witn The white ground on which they repose. It shows, from its 
fineness, to the greatest possible advantage, the arterial termina- 
tions which so beautifully assemble upon the cheeks. Its sensi- 
bility is much greater ; and its sympathies, if not more extensive, 
are certainty more vivid, than in the male. It is also much more 
distensible ; especially that portion of it which covers the abdo- 
men; and, makes, by this means, an important provision for the 
period of gestaiiop.. The capillary system, also appears to be 
more developed in the female than in the male system. Thus the 
great aptitude of the system of the former, to diseases attended 
with paleness of the skin, oedema, dropsy, and hemorrhages, 
and thus involving aflections*of both the serous and the mucous 
surfaces. 


The lymphatic system of the female does not differ widely as 

regards conformation, from that system in the male: it absorbs 
and transmits perhaps with more rapidity, its appropriate fluids; 
yet, there is no other known peculiarity in it, except the lympha- 
tic vessels are more numerous; and when they have a certain pre- 
dominance, they constitute a temperament; and then, unfortu- 
nately for the possessor, it but too certainly Rnd too frequently,' 
becomes the seat of terrible, and oftentimes incurable disease. 

The peculiarities which we have thus briefly pointed out, ne- 
cessarily render the female constitution one of a marked, and 
distinct character. The assemblage of the differences which con- 
stitute it, renders it, in general terms, one in which the solids are 
less dense and resisting: for these are foilnd to be more relaxed 
and flabby than ifi the male, owing, probably, to the predominance 
of the cellular and nervous systems. The lymphatic system is 
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more extensive than the sanguineous ; which it is supposed, gives 
to the female a greater quantity of fluids than to the male. 

To the operation of several of the peculiarities above enume- 
rated, js attributed the supposed predominant temperament of the 
female constitution; namely, the sanguineous temperament so 
much insisted on by Rouse], and agreed to by Vigarous*®** 

In attributing the sanguineous temperament, as the predomi- 
nant one of the female, we only mean to express^lgus occurring 
as a general rule; for we are aware, that there aremany excep- 
tions to be found; for, among them, as with the matf^ every tem- 
perament may be seen. It nas, however, bean giv^n so general- 
ly ; that some object must attach to its frequency * rod perhaps 
the opinion of Yigarous, is as plausible as any. He says, “ des- 
tinies, comme elles le sont (fences) cL passer de revolutions an 
revolutions, a eprouver des trsMBl>Be^m8Qu^ddbs lejmr thaidre 
d’etre, la nature a du former res ifemmes Hflne trempS molle, 
pour les mettre en eta? de rcsister aux orages auxquels elle sont 
exposdes,” p. 39, vol. i. 

Besides the systems just enumerated as belonging to thelitifnan 
system, many are disposed to give to the female another, namely, 
the uterine system ; and which they endow with an extent of in- 
fluence that belongs to no other. 

It has been handed down to us from time immemorial, that the 
uterus exerts a paramount power over every other system; and 
governs them with a sway no less whimsical than potent^ That 
it creates, exalts, or modifies disease* in every portion of the 
body ; hence, Wje aphorism of Hippocrates* rflorborum. omnium 
qui muliebres vocantur uteri in causa sint.” That it not only 
forms, or goverffc^he moral .character of the female, .but regu- 
lates the physical movemeots of her body ; hence, the declaration 
Qf»Yan jjelmont : “ propter soluai uterum, est mulier id quod est.” 

uterus has been declared to possess a separate 
and pe^ffflpii ?e; thAt^ii has its own mode of existence; and is 
totally iftdependent of the laws, which govern the other portions 
of the system. Aretasus compared it to “an animal confined 
within another animal; that it travelled without restraint from 
any portion of*thh body to another; that it would take possession 
of any sense iJjX occupy any viscera, whether situated at the 
v right or the l4|Ride of the body; but that its movements were 
gftjhn towards the inferior portions of it. It was like a wander- 
ing being; inat it relished agreeable odours* and would, move 
itself towards the place from which they appeared to emanate; 
but would remove itself in sadness, from pjaces which had .disa- 
greeable smells,” &c. # 

Sydenham, Cullen^Good,. and very 


many others, have 


•Cbmtnboo. 

2 * 
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to this organ, power to produce, or modify disease. To venture 
an opinion, that would very much differ from the sentiments of 
the great men just named, would have the appearance of fastidi- 
ousness at least, if not of rashness. But, as we have never wit- 
nessed any decided instance of this exclusive influence of the 
uterus in the production or modification of disease, we feel our- 
selves justified in entering our protest against its possessing such 
unlimited sway. In doing this, however, let us make ourselves 
as clearly understood as the nature of the thing will permit. 

First. — We have ever found the unoccupied uterus to be one 
of great ptupiyeness whfei^in a state of perfect health; and that 
so long as it preserved this condition, it manifested no agency in 
lit* production of disease, or in modifying it, when present. Thus, 
fever, inflammation, either local or general, or spasm, has never 
appeared to us to derive advantage, or suffer inconvenience, from 
the influence of this organ. 

Second,— That when in a stale of disease, we have found se- 
veral parts of the body sympathize with the uterus; ps the sto- 
mach;* the head, the breast, &c. ; but precisely the same thing 
may be said of other parts of the body; yet, for neither of these 
is such influence claimed, as is bestowed upon the uterus. Thus, 
the brain, the stomach, the kidneys, the liver, &c. when in a dis- 
eased state, will have particular parts, deranged, by a sympathe- 
tic influence; yet it has never been asserted, that either of these 
parts had at any other time, or under any other circumstance 
but disease, an agency in producing or modifying the affections 
of other porticuis tfT the body. 

Third. — While the uterus is performing one of its functional 
duties, namely, forming the menstrual fluid ; when it is known to 
be in a state of excitement, and, decidedly engorged with bJood ; 
a time when it would most likely exert an influence, if it really 
possessed any; we never find this organ exerting a power over 
other parts, so long as the functional process is carried on healthi- 
ly ; and during this period, we have hitherto »ot been able to de- 
tect the slightest influence over any disease, that may have been 
presenWn tfte system ; nor has it ever made us vary a prescrip- 
tion, or modify a treatment. 

Fourth. — That when the menstruous function is performed 
pain and difficulty, other portions of the system are found, 
to suffer from sympathy; but in no greater degree, than these 
very parts have been known to suffer, when some other organ 
was the seat of irritation. In dysmenorrhcea, we have known 
the back and stomach suffer severely, the first from pretty intense 
pain, and the second by severe vomiting; but we have seen the 
same consequences attend an irritated kidney, or an inflamed 
neck of the bladder.. 

Fifth. — That when ihis organ is labouring under severe dis- 
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ease ; as inflammation, scjrrhus, or cancer ; where all its ordinary 
functions are either deranged, perverted, or suspended, and this 
for a long period together, we do not find, that it involves the 
system in any severer penalties than any other equally important 
vi9cus would, under similar circumstances. -/ 

Sixth.-^-That when its functional processes are irregularly and 
imperfectly performed; or are altogether suspended; if the gene- 1 
ral health suffer from this cause, it is not because the uterus has 
any superior power to effect this, but because a link is broken 
(and we are willing to admit it to be an important link,) whereby 
the chain of healthy functions is maintained. A rimdltP<condi- 
tion of any of the other viscera woyjfi be followdfif dj^ tile same 
consequences. .^’4^ . 

Seventh. — That when 1 hftfBfettfe WJ PPregnated, various 'SfhSr 
portions of the system are ^^^^iMK^copsequence of their 
strong sympathy with this org#nj bet even here, the complaints 
are not sui generis; for every one of them can be, and have been 
very often similated from other causes.* The whole phenomena 
of impregnation are so well understood as not to require reciting; 
but has not almost every body witnessed the whole train of these 
morbid sympathies to arise from very different causes?. 

We would then ask, what evidence is there, that the uterus 
possesses such unlimited sway over the healthy or diseased 
movements of almost every other portion of the body ? Does 
not this error proceed from the influence of authority^ and* a su- 
pineness and indifference to rational inquiry or correct obserii 
tion? Should the names of Hippocrates, Galen, Aretaeus, 
Helmont, and a, hundred others of greater or less author 
permitted so to satisfy the judgment, or so paralyze exertii 
to prevent all investigation ? 

The discoveries of Gall and Spurzheim on the influence of the 7 
cerebral system upon other portions of the body, render it much 
more ppofaiite, that the various morbid phenomena attributed to 
the influence of the uterus, depend upon certain excitements in 
the cerebellum ; and that the several facts recorded as belonging 
to the genital system of the female, are themselves but evidences 
of the influence of cerebral irritation. In the male, at least, this 
point is pretty well settled — as it has been found by Larrey and 
others, that certain wounds or injuries of the cerebellum, entail 
impotence. It is, therefore, much more rational to look for some 



*- Xy this assertion, we do not mean to include that beautiful and magic-like 
play of sympathies, which is established for the future welfare of tbe expected 
being; namely, the swelling of the mimms,and the accretion of milk. These 
parts have a mutual, and an associated sympathy, which they with great fidelity 
maintain as long as they are capable of performing their appropriate functions. 
The nature and extent of these intercommunions are.tocfcjwell known to need a par* 
titular mention. 
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disturbance of the brain or nervous system, as long since sug- 
gested by Willis, for the origin of hysteria, &c., than to any di- 
rect influence of the uterine system. 

Do not let it be understood* from what we have just said, that 
vve undervalue the importance of the uterus as an organ; for as 
an organ we are free to admit, that it has high destinies to fulfil ; 
we only wish to insist, that it has no exclusive, or concurrent 
power, to produce, modify, exalt, or diminish, any disease or af- 
fection of the body, beyond several other viscera; and, perhaps, 
less than some. The stomach, decidedly, and, perhaps, the liver, 
have a more marked influence, either in a state of health, or of 
disease, over the animal eponomy, than the uterus. 

Nor are we to be supposed to countenance the opinions ad- 
vanced by Mr. Fogo,* some few years since, in a paper entitled, 
“ On the degree of importance which should be attached to the 
functions of the uterus, in regard to health.” He declares it as 
his opinion, that the uterus is of so little consequence to the ani- 
mal economy, that it might be spared from the body, without the 
system suffering by its removal. He calls it “ a simple, passive, 
accommodating organ;” and, on this account, can have but little 
influence or control upon the functions of the body. If the value 
of an organ be tested by such estimates, to what a low value 
would the brain or the stomach be reduced ! 5 

The stomach may, especially, be called “a simple, passive, 
accommodating organ possessing, perhaps, in a greater degree, 
these qualities, than even the uterus itself. In the first place, its 
structure is less complicated than the uterus; it is equally pas- 
sive, when permitted to be so; and it is doubtless, as “accom- 
modating ;” as the efforts of the gourmand have frequently proved. 
Yet Mr. Fogo, himself, would not hesitate to admit, that this 
“ simple, passive, accommodating organ,” cannot w r ell be spared, 
because it possesses these qualities. 

Jn a word, we are of opinion, that the uterus ranks in the first 
order of the viscera; that its health is every way important to 
the general health of the system ; but that it does not exert any 
particular power over other portions of the body, more than any 
other important viscus would, under the same circumstances; 
namely, of disease. That its influence is, greatest, while pei> 
forming, or giving evidence of its best state of health; namely, 
during gestation. 

* S^c an answer to Mr. Fogo’s paper, in “ Ep gays connected with Midwifery* 1 ’ ‘ 
by William P. DewecB, M.. D., &c. 
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CHAPTER II. 


OF THE DISEASES OF THE EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL ORGANS. 

V 

The structure of the external organs is such as to render them 
liable to a variety of complaints that always excite alarm, how- 
ever free they may be from danger. Indeed, any disease of 
these parts creates a great deal of apprehension, especially in.th& 
married, or the pregnant woman. Women, especially the mar- 
ried, are often kept in a state of great anxiety, when labouring 
under any affection of these parts, until they can be assured it is 
not one of a particular kind , and that it will not be attended 
with danger. On this account, it is of consequence tt) the young 
practitioner, that he be acquainted With their general diseases, 
both in the unimpregnated, and in the impregnated state of the 
uterus. 

It may be observed, as a general rule, with respect to the eco- 
nomy of these parts, that, from their great vascularity qjid sensi- 
bility, inflammation runs on very rapidly to ^suppuration, and is 
accompanied with much pain. Indeed, we have seen severe in- 
flammation of the labia terminate very rapidly in gangrene, 
though much exertion had been made to prevent it. It may, 
. also, be observed, that suppuration of the libia is attended with 
more than a usual degree of foetor ; owing, *nost probably, to 
their very cellular structure; this tissue is found to die more 
easily when much accumulated, than when in 'more spare pro- 
portions. We may also add, that parts thus organized, granu- 
late more slowly after suppuration, than many other portions of 
the body, from the same cause. 

From the looseness of the texture of some <5f these parts, espe- 
cially the nymph® and labia, they become sometimes very much 
enlarged, from very slight irritation ; and when there has been a 
neglect of proper cleanliness, the nalu ra l secretions become acrid 
’from stagnation, and produce itching, which, though slight at 
first, very much increases by the indulgence of scratching; and 
if this be persisted in, the parts become inflamed, and sometimes 
. swell inordinately, but does no mischief ordinarily, if not too long 
persevered in. This happens especially with those who have a 
dread qf water after the catemenial discharge ; and who neglect 
to wash themselves after these purgations. On this account, it 
is important that the parts should be daily washed with warm 
water particularly during the flow, and ^immediately after the 
menses have ceased ; or if the woman be subject to fluor albus. 
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The prejudices of some women on the subject of washing, should 
be removed, by the practitioner making it a point to recommend 
its frequent use, when consulted on these diseases. 


Sect. I. — Of Tumours and Excrescences of the External Parts . 

Some parts of the external organs are more liable to tumours 
and excrescences than others ; thus, the labia and nymphs are 
more frequently the seats of these affections than other portions 
of the vestibulum. The nymphae appear more obnoxious to in- 
durations and excrescences, than even the labia; and they are 
especially so, when they are sufficiently long to protrude beyond 
the labia. 


’ Shot. II . — Diseases of the JVymphce. 

When these bodies bedome much enlarged, they present a 
very dark colour ,* are dense, and sometimes studded with a num- 
ber of little tumours resembling warts.f From their position, 
they are constantly liable to irritation f and in cold weather, to 
excoriation. Sometimes violent inflammation seizes upon these 
parts in consequence of 7 the reaction, which'follows a great re- 
duction of temperature. 

In such .cases, rest should be enjoined ; a free purging insti- 
tuted; and if the arterial system become involved, blood should 
be taken from the arm; or from near the part, by leeching. A * 
soft bread and nrilk poultice should be applied to the part, and 
renewed as frequently as occasion may require; that is, in warm 
weather, every three or four hours ; in cool or cold weather, 
more seldom. 

These parts from the intensity of the inflammation, (especially 
if theVHiave been much irritated by scratching,) sometimes run 
on to suppuration. When’ this takes place, they must be treated 
as any other suppurating surface; taking care that .ihetabia* are 
not permitted to coalesce during the healing. We once saw an 
instance of the nympfi© suppurating, and by this fneans getting 
rid of a npmber.of warty excrescences, with which they had 
bean studded. 

Should these excrescences attend, or follow a venereal affec- * 
tion, it might be well, in some instances, where the disease is 
obstinate, to try the effect of mercury; but this remedy holds out 
but little prospect of success, unless there be present ag unsub- 

* Mr. Burns says, white; but this wa have never seen. 

t Dugds says he has seep them from the size of a pea, to thrft of a turkey's 
t gg. We have never seen any so large as the Utter, 
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dued venereal tatot. When they are in Ihe form of warts, and 
these very numerous, as is the case very often, nothing will suc- 
ceed so well as keeping the parts very dry, and exposed as much 

as possible to the air. The following case will illustrate this 
practice sufficiently. 

Mrs. , had been severely injured by her husband giving 

her the venereal disease in its most aggravated form ; namely, 
chancres and buboes. About six months after she appeared to 
have recovered from these affections, she found a vast number of 
little tumours spread over the labia, the nymphae, and other por- 
tions of the vulva, which increased rapidly in number as well as 
augmented in size; from the whole surface of which there issued 
a disagreeable smelling matter which excited itching; and when 
the parts were rubbed, blood would follow. 

The gentleman who had attended this patient for the venereal 
complaint, was called on again on account of the warts; he pre- 
scribed mercury to salivation; this was complied with; but the 
little warty tumours increased to such an extent, that a severe 
bleeding would follow every attempt ht conjugal enjoyment. 
We were now consulted. The whole vulva was found to be 
completely occupied by these warty productions; and were almost 
without number, and of great variety of sizes. As we had 
treated these productions iq>the male with success by exposing 
them to the air and keeping them perfectly dry, it was agreed, 
that our patient should follow this plafi. • 

The patient was ordered to bed, and the labia were kept sepa- 
rate, by means of adhesive plaster: this being done, the whole 
Vestibulum, and crop of warts, were exposed. A quantity of 
prepared chalk was dusted upon the surface, and no other appli- 
cation was permitted if we except the occasional washings with 
warm water, to remove the incrusted chalk ; that is, morning 
and evening. This plan, though a little difficult of 'accomplish- 
ment, succeeded* in about a fortnight to rename every excre- 
scence, so as not to leave a vestige behind. 

It wasjruly remarkable to see With what rapidity these para- 
site productions lost their lives, by depriving them of moisture. 
They would drop off in large portiQps at every bathing of the 
parts, until all perished in turn. " 1* 

Besides the excrescences just noticed, these parts are subject 
to prodigious enlargements; and sometimes require the knife for 
their removal. There is a preparation of this kind in the Museum 
of the Medical College of Pennsylvania, of an enormous size, and 
well worth the trouble of an examination. 

The extirpation of these tumours is considered by all surgeons, 
we believe to be perfectly safe. The operation never seems to 
expose any large vessels. And Dr. Denman informs us, he has 
seen the enlarged nymphae and excrescences removed by the knife, 
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without the necessity of tying a single Mood-vessel. Ihtrod. 
Francis’s ed. p. 100. 

In certain parts of the world, the njrmph© are peculiarly lia- 
ble to enlargement ; in some instances they*have measured seve* 
ral inches, as among the Bosjesman women, if the accounts of 
travellers are to be depended upon. On the shores of the Persian 

S ilf, the Christian women of Abyssinia, and in parts of Egypt, 
e girls have these parts removed as a ceremony ; it is intended 
to resemble circumcision. 


Sect. Ill .-^-Diseases of the Clitoris . 

The clitoris has occasionally been the seat of scirrhus, and of 
cancer, but when either of these seize the part, the cure is hope- 
less, unless the whole of the disease can be removed by an ope-, 
ration. In the Medical and Physical Journal, vol. v.,*p. 1., Mr. 
Simmons relates a case of enlarged clitoris, which he removed 
by excision, which measured in length nine inches; while the cir- 
cumference of the stem measured five.* 

It is the augmentation of this part, and especially when it as- 
sumes an equivocal form, that has given rise to the absurd opinion 
of hermaphrodites. It occurs most* frequently in hot climates. 
We have seen a number of instances in new-born children, 
where this^art, as well as the nymphae, have stood entirely with- 
out the labia. Whether these parts increased in the same pro- 
portion as the body enlarged, we have never had an opportunity, 
to ascertain. 

The existence of the hermaphrodite has gained the assent of 
the greater part of mankind ;^ so much so, that it would be diffi- 
cult to disabuse them : we shall, therefore, not attempt it. To the 
physician, frequent appeals are made for his opinion on this sub- 

{ 'ect ; and he too*often yields to the popular belief ; but he should 
>e informed, that, so far, no^well-attested instance of this com- 
pound of sexes, has ever been produced in the human subject. 
A resemblance in conformation does not prove identity of func- 
tion ; and, consequettfly, the^general similarity of appearance, be- 
tween theclitorfs of the female and the penis of the male, how- 
ever striking, does not prove them to be intended for the same 

♦ “ A clitoris was amputated some time ago in Mercer's Hospital, in this city, 
(Dublin) which, in volume, was about equal to the head of a child of two years 
old.*’ Churchill’s Diseases of Females, p. 25, Am. Ed. 

Diseases of this part, from the gratification experienced by rubbing or sCTatch^ff', 
have led, according to Mr. Churchill, to the establishment of Nympho Mania, p. 17. 
The frequent mention of this complaint has induced me to the belief, that it is no 
uncommon occurrence in both GrqH Britain and France, but which is surely not 
the case in this country. . 
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purposes. And it may be observed, that this similarity is more 
in the external form, than in the internal structure. 

Nor do the instances in other mammalise, purporting to be of 
the same kind, afford the slightest support to this opinion, For, 
perhaps, every instance hitherto examined, has proved to arise 
from a defect in the arrangement or organization of the sexual 
organs. Besides, in the higher classes of animals, it does not 
comport with the general analogy of nature, that one should 
possess the generative powers of both sexes. 

Dr. Francis informs us, that 14 the latest decisions in juridical 
medicine, reject the |>ossibility of both sexes in the same indivi- 
dual of the human species.”* 


Saorr. IV . — Of Adhesion of the Labia Pudendi of Children . 

The labia pudendi of young children are very often found ad* 
herent. This may be congenite; but we believe it to be very 
rarely so. We have seldom seen this condition of the parts, in 
children under six months old ; and still more rarely, after the 
age of a year. From these facts, it would seem to be almost 
always adventitious, and owing principally to a want of cleanli- 
ness. Had the child been born with the labia in this condition, 
it is more than probable it would have been discovered early, as 
nurses, generally speaking, are at least curious, if not always 
careful. 

When we consider the delicacy, and vascularity of the mem- 
brane lining the internal face of the labia ; the ease with which 
inflammation is provoked in parts so organized ; when we recol- 
lect how quickly the secretions of the parts become acrid, where 
proper attention to cleanliness is not bestowed upon them ; and 
now readily a slight inflammation may be increased by the flow 
of urine ; we shall cease to wonder at the frequency of this com- 
plaint, and, perhaps, be even surprised, that it does not occur 
oftener. 

We have reason to believe, that, in many instances, this com- 
plaint had existed some time before it was discovered : this may 
especially be the case with fat or lusty children, and where the 
most scrupulous attention is not constantly paid to the condition 
of these parts. Therefore, it must be looked upon in general, as 
arising from a reprehensible neglect $ for it is the bounden duty of 
every mother, however averse she may be from the performance 
of it, to carefully inspect these parts from time to time; particu- 
larly until the child is fifteen or eighteen months old, in order 

• Denman, p. 10& 
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that the inconvenience under consideration may not take place ; 
or if it have, that it may be detected early. 

Parents should direct, and the performance should be insisted 
on, that these parts be regularly cleansed every time the child is 
washed by carefully separating the labia, and applying water 
liberally to them ; thev should then be tenderly dried with a soft 
linen cloth, and dusted with hair powder, or powdered starch, in 
which there is no blue. If this were regularly done in early in- 
fancy, the parts would become so hardened, as to diminish the 
risk, very much, of its taking place after less attention is paid to 
them. 

We have dwelt upon this subject, because we know its im- 
portance ; and because it has not sufficiently attracted attention. 
Sometimes unfortunately for the female, it has not been disco- 
vered during infancy; and it is especially unfortunate, when it 
remains concealed until womanhood; when perhaps, the first 
intimation she may receive of her situation, is at a time, when, 
of all others, she would wish to have been ignorant of it. The 
alternative, now, subjects her to an operation, which should have 
been performed in early life. 

This complaint sometimes becomes relieved, spontaneously. 
This occurs, probably, more frequently than we are aware of; 
as the causes which may produce it, are so constantly operating, 
as to lead us to suppose this accident to exist in cases where it 
has not been detected. We have had two instances of this spon- 
taneous change to happen, under our own observation. 

In one of these, there was so much inflammation and tender- 
ness in the parts, that we did not think it advisable to operate, 
until the existing state of things were changed. We directed soft 
bread and milk poultices, and a cathartic. On our next exami- 
nation, we found that a complete separation had taken place, by 
the adhering parts having suppurated. Two raw surfaces were 
now exposed, which required much attention to prevent reunion 
in healing. 

The other case was something similar : suppuration had com- 
menced, and the connecting medium was nearly destroyed, when 
it was first observed. It was poulticed, as in the other case; 
and when about to heal, care was taken to prevent a second 
coalescence. 

This condition of the labia is easily detected by their refusing 
to be separated when the attempt is made for this purpose. For 
when the labia are separated by force as much as their condition 
will permit, a continuous line of union will be observed through 
their whole track: that is, from the meatus urinarius posteriorly, 
and to the fourchette below ; of course, the os externum is en- 
tirely concealed. The child passes its water with some little 
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difficulty ; and when the complaint has been suffered to run on, 
or not discovered until womanhood, the menstruous fluid is eva- 
cuated through the same external aperture, by which the urine is 
discharged.* 

There is but one* remedy, that we know of, for this complaint 
— and that is dividing the parts. This is very easily performed, 
by passing a probe-pointed bistoury into the orifice immediately 
before the meatus urinarius, and cutting downward to the infe- 
rior junction of the labia. A small dossil of lint, moistened with 
sweet oil, may be insinuated between the separated portions. 
The wound heals without the smallest difficulty, in two or three 
days. 

Dr. Denman, however, gives another opinion upon this .sub- 
ject : he says, " In such cases, we have been directed to sepa- 
rate them (the labia) with a knife ; and how far such an opera- 
tion may be necessary in the adult, if the parts should cohere, 
either in consequence of some new affection, or if a cohesion, 
originating in infancy, should continue to adult age, must depend 
upon the judgment of the surgeon. But, in infants, such an 
operation is neither requisite nor proper; because, a separation 
may always be made, by a firm and somewhat distracting pres- 
sure upon each labium at the same time, which scarcely makes 
the child complain ; though the small vessels, which had inoscu- 
lated from one labium to the other, may be perceived to be 
dragged out during the continuance of the pressure. When a 
separation of the cohering labia has been made in the manner 
before mentioned, a folded piece of linen, moistened in a very 
weak solution of the zineum vitriotatum, or some lightly astrin- 
gent liquor, should be applied every night when the child is put 
to rest, to prevent the reunion, to which there is a great dispose 
lion.” Introduction to Midwifery, Francis’s Edition, p. 101. 

We cannot, from our own experience, give an opinion upon 
the success of Dr. Denman’s mode of operating in adhesions of 
the labia. But his reputation as a man of skill and judgment, 
would justify any one in making the attempt he proposes ; though 
we should, ourselves, not be induced to imitate it. The little 
pain, and the entire success which has followed the use of the 
knife in the numerous cases we have employed it, give our 
mind a strong bias in its favour. A preference for the mode 
recommended by Dr. D., can only arise from an ill-founded 
dread of the knife; it would, unquestionably, have required vio- 
lent exertions to have torn some of the adhesions we have seen; 

* That is, there is no other outlet for the discharges from the uterus but that 
which the urine has preserved for ilself ; and by thi# often passing, it prevents 
the entire adheaion of the labia. But this does not constitute the M imperforate 
hymen.” 
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and much pain and inflammation, we think, would have followed 
such efforts. 

* Sect. V. — Abscesses of the Labia . 

A variety of causes may excite inflammation in the labia; 
and, when once produced, it is always interrupted with difficulty; 
the vascular and cellular construction of these parts, contribute 
much to hasten the suppurative stage. We do not remember a 
single instance in which a phlegmonous inflammation terminated 
by resolution, though in several instances, the chances were as 
fair for trial, (from the early application of the patient for relief,) 
as these cases generally are. Indeed, our failures to procure 
resolution have been so uniform, that of late years we do not 
attempt it; on the contrary, the immediate application of the 
ung. hydrarg. fort, sine tereb., of a warm bread and milk poul- 
tice, is always advised^ 

The progress of this inflammation to suppuration, is usually so 
rapid, that but little time is permitted to make an attempt to pro- 
cure resolution. The suppurative stage we have known to take 
place in a few hours; and it seldom continues beyond three or 
four days.* 

This complaint is usually announced by a sense of heat* or 
rather of burning, in one of the labia, and if it be touched, even 
slightly, pain is felt. Pain is also experienced, upon any motion 
which employs the lower extremities, and especially upon sitting 
down, or crossing the legs. The internal face of the labium is 
found distended, very red, and protruding beyond the external 
covering of this part. It is from the great tenuity of this internal 
membrane, and, on this account, bearing distention so ill, that we 
may look for the little success that has followed either general 
and local bleeding, purging, low diet, or sedative applications, to 
prevent suppuration. 

We have seen these abscesses in children, in several instances, 
follow bruises of these parts ; they seem to be more painful in 
young subjects than in older; they are almost always accom- 
panied in children, as in older people, by fever; and require a 
strict antiphlogistic treatment. We have thought the application 
of the ung. hydrarg. fort, sine tereb , to be more useful than poul- 
tices, especially in young subjects; as it is always difficult to 
confine a poultice»to the parts with sufficient exactness. , One of 
the most painful and largest abscesses of this kind we remember 
to have seen, arose from a young lady sitting down suddenly 

' * “This disease may be distinguished from Hernia by greater firmness of the 
swelling, and its more circumscribed character. It is increased by oonghing, and 
is not reducible. Churchill’s Principle, Diseases of Females, p. 2. 
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upon ft hard pin-cushion ; this oase was treated exclusively with 
the ointment, until the moment the latter was discharged. They 
sometimes succeed to labour, and more frequently after a first 
child, than with the subsequent ones; unless some violence has 
been used to terminate the labour. 

Prom the great delicacy of the membrane covering the internal 
face of the vulva, it is apt, when inflamed and much distended, 
to take on the erysipelatous form, and very quickly become 
vesicated ; and if not soon relieved, will often slough. On this 
account, we have been in the habit, for some years, of exclu- 
sively employing the mercurial ointment for this species of in- 
flammation. 

Notwithstanding the rapidity with which matter generally 
forms, the inflammation is sometimes less active; requiring a 
number of days for it to pass through ita stages.. When this 
happens, the tumour feels like a moveable gland under the skin. 
But this lesser rapidity of march, gives but liltle additional se- 
curity against suppuration s for this will take place, though at a 
more remote period. 

When pain is considerable, laudanum must be given; but, un- 
fortunately, it does not always procure rest. These abscesses 
are not, however, in every instance attended by severe pain; we 
have known them discharge themselves with very little incon- 
venience to the patient. 

It has been taught by many, that these abscesses should always 
be permitted to break spontaneously ; but for what reason, we do 
not perceive. We have always pursued a contrary plan when 
we have had the opportunity; only taking care that the lancet is 
not prematurely employed. It, however, does not often require 
our interference; as the tumour opens of itself in a short time; 
but should it not, we do not hesitate to puncture it, if the suffer- 
ings be great, and the fluctuation evident, for puncturing is all 
that is necessary, unless the most depending part of the tumour 
cannot be well commanded ; in this case, it becomes sometimes 
necessary to lay it open to some distance, in order to secure a 
favourable healing. * 


Sect. VI . — (Edematous Swelling of the Labia.- 

Jt is not an unfrequent occurrence^especiafly with pregnant 
women, for the external parts to swell, or become (edematous. 
Women who have borne many children, and who labour under 
the anterior obliquity of the uterus, are more liable to this com- 
plaint, than those who are pregnant for the first time, or those 
who have not this obliquity. Women of leucophlegmatic habits* 
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who are much Upon their feet, and who may be disposed to 
anasarca, are also more subject to this complaint than others. 

It rarely happens, however, that this affection is confined to 
the labia : it sometimes pervades the whole of the lower extre- 
mities, to a very troublesome degree; nay, even to bursting. 

This condition creates a great deal of alarm, and is looked 
apon as a genuine dropsy. Some have thought it promised an 
easy labour; we have never seen this connexion; on the con- 
trary, when excessive, we have thought it rather retarded this 
operation, by interfering with the voluntary exertions of the 
woman, and the development of the external parts: and on this 
account it subjects the labia, and perhaps the perineum, to lace- 
ration. At least we witnessed a case of this kind, in which the 
laceration took place, though not very extensively. The mid- 
wife, who had charge of this case, said she could account for it 
in no other way ; as from its thickness it would not yield. In 
this instance, also, the labia suffered very much from giving way. 
There was much inflammation of the erysipelatous kind; and 
considerable sloughing followed, attended by a great discharge 
of ill-concocted pus, or rather of sanies. 

This case has made me attentive to these swellings before 
labour is expected, whenever Consulted for them. When it is 
purely a consequence of gestation, it will sometimes recede of 
itself, several days before pain shows itself; but this must not be 
relied upon always, since this change does not constantly take 
place. This conditfon of the labia is almost sure to be accom- 
panied by a full, hard pulse; constipated bowels, and paucity of 
urine; notwithstanding that these swellings have their origin in a 
mechanical cause. * 

We have sometimes found great advantage from the loss of a 
few ounces of blood, a horizontal posture, and twenty grains of 
nitre, three or four times a day; taking care to keep the bowela 
soluble by the neutral salts in small doses. If it be evident from 
the degree of swelling, that the cutis will give way if not relieved, 
it is best to take off the distention by puncturing such parts, as 
are most in danger ; when the labia are punctured, it should be 
upon their internal face. 

Should it arise from a dropsical disposition in the general sys-- 
little can be done towards a cure, until after delivery: though 
it must be constantly proper to relieve the bursting skin by punc- 
tures, should labour even be begun. We have been obliged to 
do this in several instances, before the finger could be well intro- 
duced into the vagina; nor have we ever seen the least incon- 
venience follow the practice. 

The woman should be directed to confine herself almost en- 
tirely to the bed, for the last week or ten days of her time; and 
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she must be put upon her guard, against a full 
diet. Indeed, the ess she eats, the better. 


and stimulating 


Sect. VII . — Of bloody Infiltrations in the Labia Pudendi. 

During labour a variety of accidents may occur to the parts 
concerned in this operation, among which, the one about to bo 
noticed is not the least formidable in appearance, nor the least 
tedious in the cure. The disease to which I allude, is the sud- 
den and excessive distention of the labia pudendi, or only one of 
them, with blood, from some neighbouring vessel giving way, 
either during the progress, or very quickly after the delivery of 
the child; or, in some cases, immediately after the expulsion of 
the head. 

This complaint is generally confined to One labium: I have 
never seen it otherwise, though cases are related where it has 
happened to both. Thus, Baudelocque mentions a case, on the 
authority of Solayres, where the labia were equally affected. 
This is certainly not usual ; and perhaps may be accounted for, 
ffom the peculiar nature of its cause; namely, a varicose condi- 
tion of the veins of the labia and vagina. 

This accident in every instance in which I have witnessed it, 
has taken place after the delivery of the child, though not always 
immediately; but this is by no means constant; as we are in- 
formed by Drs. Maitland^and Perfect, that the swelling occurred 
before the child was delivered. Dr. Maitland says, in his patient,, 
he found a soft tumour covering the os externum, very much 
resembling the distended membranes, which proved to be the 
right labium pudendi distended to the enormous size of a child’s 
head. 

Dr. Burns is of opinion, that this swelling is owing to the rup- 
ture of a vessel within the nymph®; but it ts hardly probable 
that any vessel belonging to these parts would yield so suddenly 
such an enormous quantity of blood as is sometimes expended ; 
for as much as five pounds have been discharged. In this case 
the patient died. In another instance, twenty ounces were eva- 
cuated, &c. See Burns, James’s Ed., p. 60. I am of opinion, 
that the blood proceeds from vessels situated rather within the 
vagina ; for those which compose the vaginal plexus, immedi- 
ately behind the corpus spongiosum, are the most likely to suffer 
during the passage of the child's head, and to furnish this large 
quantity of blood. 

And this opinion appears to be strengthened, by cases in which 
the accident happens before the delivery of the child ; as the part 
just mentioned will suffer distention, before the head has entirely 
escaped through the os externum. Dr. Maitland accounts for 
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this case, by supposing, that, “from the pressure of the child's 
head, and the violent stretching of the pads during the labour 
pains, some of the small vessels had burst.” Med. Comment., 
vol. vi., p. 89. Now it must be evident, that -the nymphse can- 
not be put upon the stretch while the head is confined within the 
pelvic cavity ; and, perhaps, the hardness of the head may con- 
tribute to the occurrence of the accident, as I have not seen, or 
found related, a case in which it took place, where any other 
part had presented. 

The vessels which furnish the blood must be of considerable 
size ; as the tumour which constitutes the disease, is very sud- 
denly formed, and is oftentimes enormous. The cases which I 
have witnessed, were all of this rapid kind ; occupying but a few 
minutes for the formation of the tumour. Mr. Burns, however, 
declares, that “it has been known to advance so slowly, as not • 
to attract attention for two days,” p. 60. This may, doubtless, 
have happened, since the rapidity of the formation ot the tumour 
must necessarily depend upon the size or the number of the ves- 
sels injured. In these slow cases, mentioned by Mr. Burns, it 
may have arisen from the rupture of a vessel in one of the 
nymphae. 

This complaint has been mistaken for the distended and pro- 
truding membranes; and for a hernia; but a careful examination 
of the deranged part, will soon remove these errors. For it ex- 
hibits neither the position nor the colour presented in either of the 
cases, with which it has been confounded. Its position is lateral, 
unless both labia are involved i in which case, the natural sulcus 
must be observable ; and its colour is that of extreme lividity, 
or entirely black, which resembles neither the membranes nor 
hernia. 

Owing to the unequal density of the external covering and in- 
ternal face of the labium, it becomes irregularly distended; and 
scarcely any. thing is seen but its excessively stretched, internal 
surface. So much so is this the case, that Dr. Maitland tells us, 
in the instance be witnessed, “the inside of the labium was turned, 
so much outwards, that on the first application of the hand, the 
skin and hairs of the part were not felt.” 

The internal lining of the labium gives way sometimes from 
the excessive distention it has been made to suffer : this- permits 
a quantity of fluid blood or a few coagula to escape, which tends 
very much to diminish the extreme anguish of the patient. In 
all instances of this kind, much pain is endured ; and, in some 
cases, it has been so severe as to cause syncope; a case of this 
kind is related by Dr. Reeve, in the ninth volume of the London 
Medical Journal. Sometimes the tumour bursts before the child 
is born ; Dr. Perfect relates a case of this kind ; and the first case 
related below, may be considered as a similar instance, . 
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But, if this bursting does not take place, as sometimes happens 
-when the size of the tumour is not enormous, the internal face of 
the labium is sure to yield in a short time, from gangrene taking 
place through its whole extent. This condition has been pre- 
ceded, in two of the cases I have witnessed, by innumerable vesi- 
cations containing a yellowish serum, spreading themselves over 
the whole surface of the tumour, formed by the stretching of the 
internal membrane of this part, but which very soon after the 
swelling has acquired considerable size, yields, from the loss of 
life; and the patient in consequence, feels considerable relief. 

When the part sloughs, it exposes a large surface of coagu- 
lated blood, which quickly becomes decomposed, and yields a 
stench that is altogether intolerable. 

Should the parts not give way, the pain arising from disten- 
tion is unceasing and truly agonizing; fever of a very active kind 
is quickly kindled ; delirium sometimes attends, and the woman’s 
life becomes severely threatened. Her sufferings are also aug- 
mented by the retention of urine; as its passage is prevented by 
the tumour pressing firmly against the meatus externus of the 
urethra. The patient can lie only upon her back, with her knees 
drawn up, and the thighs widely separated. She cannot bear 
the pressure of the bed-clothes, nor the lightest applications; 
therefore it is in vain to offer relief, until the distended parts yield 
spontaneously, or, are made to do so, by artificial means. 

The severity of the patient’s sufferings, call for prompt and 
efficient relief; this must be administered, by both general and 
local means. If fever attend, blood-letting must be employed to 
an extent that will ensure the reduction of arterial action; and 
be repeated, pro re nata. With a view to give the earliest op- 
portunity for the extravasated blood to escape, a free incision 
should be made the whole length of the tumour with a scalpel, or 
the shoulder of a lancet. I am not certain whether this plan has 
ever been insisted on by any writer, when the tumour preserves 
its integrity; but whether or not, I am convinced at the present 
moment it is the best mode of treatment. 

Several advantages present themselves from making the inci- 
sion just recommended : first, we may prevent sloughing, which 
is always desirable when these parts are concerned ; secondly, 
the patient is quickly relieved from the excessive pain which 
constantly attends this complaint; thirdly, the extravasated and 
decomposing blood has a better opportunity to discharge itself, 
and consequently the progress of the cure hastened ; fourthly, it 
will sooner allow of antiseptic applications, to correct the extreme 
fetor of the putrefying coagula. 

The urine must be relieved as soon as the distention of the 
bladder becomes troublesome; this may generally be effected, by 
pressing the enlarged labium gently to one side, and slightly ele* 
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vating it — should this not succeed, the catheter must be intro- 
duced pro re nata. 

The bowels must be purged by any of the neutral salts ; but 
the patient must not be permitted to rise during their operation ; 
cloths must be placed under her to receive the faeces, as well as 
to catch the urine, when she is about to pass them. If she be 
permitted to get out of bed, it will create much unnecessary 
pain, besides incurring the risk of the renewal of the bleeding, by 
the rude and too sudden separation of a coagulum. The strictest „ 
antiphlogistic regimen should be observed. We are told of cases,' 
where the bleeding has been considerable after the part has given 
way; to arrest which, the wound was crammed with lint, and 
the vagina itself firmly plugged. I have never seen any bleeding 
follow the plan just suggested ; nor do 1 see how it can well 
occur, without attempts have been made too early, and too rudely 
to separate, or remove the impacted coagula. This must be 
carefully avoided ; and their separation confided strictly to the 
powers of the system, unless it be the portions that separate them- 
selves in consequence of the putrefaction of the blood itself or by 
very gentle pressure. The ^detached coagula of course should 
always be removed, as often as they may separate. 

It contributes greatly to the comfort of the patient, as well as 
being important to the cure, to keep the parts as clean as possi- 
ble by frequent washing — for this purpose plain soap and water 
is as useful as any other mere detergent. The charcoal poultice 
is highly important, and should be constantly employed. The 
best mode of applying the poultice is to spread over its surface a 
piece of gauze or very thin muslin, that the charcoal may not 
adhere to the wound. Every loose portion of coagulum should 
be removed at each dressing, by carefully washing the part, as 
just directed; and the poultice should be changed every three or 
four hours, at farthest. The wound may be washed with a mix- 
ture of the pyroligneous acid and water; and the same acid may 
be profitably employed irt its concentrated form over the poul- 
tice, by wetting folded linen with it. 

Before the wound heals, the patient generally becomes consi- 
derably weakened from the excessive discharge of pus, &c. 
Her strength should be supported by a decoction of bark, the 
sulphate of quinine, elixir of vitriol, and a more generous diet, 

f rovided no febrile irritation remain. The following cases, (all 
have witnessed,) will illustrate the routine of practice. 

Case I. — 1806, April 24th. I was called by Mrs. Rose, the 
elder, to Mrs. G., who was in labour with twins. At 1 o’clock, 
P* M., she was delivered of a female child. About ten minutes 
after its birth, the right labium pudendi became excessively 
swelled, which alarmed the midwife, and occasioned my being 
called. The part was found upon inspection by Mrs. R. to b# 
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distended to its utmost bearing; extremely black; and nothing 
but the internal surface of the labium presented itself. Before 1 
arrived, however, the tumour had burst, from the efforts made to 
expel the second child. When I examined the patient, there 
was little swelling remaining in the labium, but there was disco- 
vered a considerable opening from its superior portion to its in- 
sertion in the perineum. The second child was well situated ; 
pelvis faulty ; pains pretty frequent and severe; and great pain 
was experienced immediately above the pubes. In about fifteen 
minutes after my seeing the patient, the labium was again dis- 
tended, and again it discharged itself : this took place four times 
before the birth of the child. This frequent .bursting destroyed, 
the connexion of the labia with each other so completely, as to 
leave nothing but the common skin at the perineum to support 
the pressure of the child's head when passing through the exter- 
nal parts ; this proved insufficient to sustain the force with which 
it was urged against it, and an extensive laceration, even to the 
verge of the anus, took place, notwithstanding every precaution 
which a timely fear could suggest. She lost from the part, by 
this laceration, at least twelve ounces of blood. 

25. Complains of no soreness in the parts; the swelling nearly 
subsided; is feverish; some slight after-pains; passes no water; 
ordered a tea-spoonful of the sweet spirit of nitre, and a purga- 
tive enema. 

26. She passed water freely, after the sweet spirit of nitre and 
the enema. From this time but little inconvenience was expe- 
rienced, except that which arose from the lacerated perineum. 
She was confined for some time to a horizontal posture, and at 
the end of the month was pretty well recovered. 

This case differs very much from the two about to be related* 
first, in the blood bethg discharged from the tumour almost as 
soon as formed; secondly, in the integrity of the perineum beings 
very much injured by the repeated yjelding of the labial tumour, 
and in laceration being inevitable; thirdly, in the wound healing 
up in the labia without trouble, in consequence of its cellular 
structure retaining no coagula. 

Case II. — 1809, July 2nd. Mrs. A. was delivered, at 11 
o’clock, A. M., of her second child, which was very large, after 
a severe labour of four hours. She appeared very well afterde- 
livery, except the frequent recurrence of severe after-pains, 
which, however, were relieved by the use of. opium. At 9 
o’clock, P. M., she complained of much pain, soreness, and ten- 
sion, in the right labium pudendi, which upon examination, was 
found to be much swelled; it continued to increase until it ac- 
quired a very large size, and quickly became vesicated. The in* 
t6rnal lining of tne labium was stretched to extreme thinness; 
was very black; and studded all over with little blisters, which 


Digitized by t^ooQie 



BLOODY UCFILYRATIOKS Ilf 


contained a yellowish serum. I made with the point of a lance! 
a number of punctures, from which issued a considerable quan- 
tity of bloody serum ; this afforded much relief. - 

3d. Pain rather less; fever and delirium ; no discharge of urine, 
owing to the pressure of the tumour upon the mouth of the ure- 
thra. She was ordered to lose twelve ounces of blood— the urine 
was relieved by pressing the tumour to one side, and at the same 
time raising it a little. An incision was made with the shoulder 
of a lancet through the extent of the inner portion of the tumour; 
this brought into view the coagula, with which the whole of the 
cellular structure of the part was completely engorged, much re- 
Jief followed this operation. A strict antiphlogistic regimen was 
ordered. 

4th. Pain and fever much diminished ; urine relieved as yes- 
terday; a considerable discharge of thin, grumous, fetid blood; 
bowels confined; an ounce of the sulphate of magnesia was 
given, and the charcoal poultice was directed. 

5th. Pain less ; urine unobstructed. The salts operated well. 
The discharge from wound considerable, but extremely fetid. 
Fever diminished — poultice continued. 

6th. Freer from pain and fever; urine free — fetor of the dis- 
charge extreme. Four or five ounces of coagulum dislodged by 
gently and firmly pressing the external and inferior portion of 
the tumour. Poultice continued. 

7th. Nearly free from pain; fetor of discharge diminished; the 
tumour lessened in size. More of the coagulum discharged by 
the same means. Fever nearly gone — urine free; bowels con- 
fined. Salts repeated. 

8th. No pain — can turn on either side — fever gone — fetor less, 
though the discharge is considerable. 

15th. The coagulum entirely evacuated — healthy pus; fever, 
none; fetor gone. From this time the parts healed kindly, and 
in the sixth week they were entirely well. Her strength much 
improved by the bark in decoction, and the elixir vitriol. I at- 
tended this lady with several children after this time, without the 
smallest accident happening to the parts. 

Case III. — 1809, August 30th. Mrs. C. was delivered about 
5 o'clock, P. M., of a large first child, after a labour of six hours. 
The midwife left her about an hour after, as well as is common. 
At 10 o'clock, the same evening, 1 was sent for in great haste, 
in consequence of a large and sudden swelling taking place soon 
after the midwife had taken her leave. Upon inspection, the 
left labium was found much distended, very livid, and extremely 
painful. The distention or tumour not so great as in the pre- 
ceding case; this, however, was perhaps, in a degree, owing to 
my having been sent for immediately after the part was observed 
to swell, and its farther progress interrupted by my puncturing 
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the tumour in several places, which gave opportunity for a con- 
siderable quantity of the thinner part of the blood to escape from 
them, which afforded some relief; or at least prevented farther 
distention. The part was ordered to be covered with a soft 
bread and milk poultice, and as she was suffering much pain, a 
full dose of laudanum was directed. 

31st. Still in great pain; high fever, and the tumour as large 
as it was the preceding evening, and vesicated as in the former 
case. Directed the loss of blood ; made an incision the whole 
length of the tumour which afforded much relief. The charcoal 
poultice was ordered, and the urine relieved as in the former 
case. Matters remained pretty much the same until the 

5th of September. On my visit this day, I was enabled, with- 
out much force, to express a large portion of coagulum, and did 
so every succeeding day, until the 15th; considerable quantities 
had come away at every dressing; and at this time, (the 15th,) 
the sore was entirely free from it, and presented a large, but a 
healthy surface. The charcoal poultice was continued until the 
wound suppurated ; it was then, as well as in the other case, dressed 
W!th simple cerate. The wound was entirely closed by the end 
of the fifth week. Her strength was improved by bark, &c. 

In neither of the three cases just related, was there any fungus 
produced, to interrupt the progress of the cure; a circumstance 
much to the advantage of the patient. 

1 he mode of treatment pursued in these cases, appeared to 
succeed so well, that I have been induced to relate it pretty 
much in detail; and I have been more strongly induced to this, 
as I have met with no account of the particular mode of treating 
this accident, so painful and alarming to the patient, and embar° 
rassing to the young practitioner. The incision through the ex- 
tent ot the tumour, I am induced to believe to be the best mode 
ot treating it; lor we can never expect the extravasated blood to 
be absorbed; and when the distention of the parts is not very 
quickly taken off, the whole of the internal membrane of the la- 
bium will be sure to slough. I have, therefore, been led to be- 
lieve it to be the better practice, though I have no authority for 
it. It is true that Le Dran mentions his having evacuated twenty 
ounces of blood by an incision; but the plan does not appear to 
have been adopted as a general practice-. But, from the relief it 
afforded in the two cases in which I employed it, and the oppor- 
tunity it immediately gives to the confined coagulated blood to 
escape, and also from its enabling us more effectually to remove 
the fetor, I am every way convinced it is the proper mode of 
treating these tumours. 

I have ventured to recommend the use of the pyroligneous 
acid, from analogy, rather than from experience in this particu- 
lar complaint. But its efficacy in removing the stench of putre- 
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faction, even that of cancer, I have repeatedly witnessed ; and I 
recommend it for the complaint in question, with as much con- 
fidence as can arise, where it has not been absolutely tested. 


Sect. VIII. — Imperforation , and too great density of the Hymen . 

A dispute has long been maintained, Jby a number of celebrated 
anatomists, whether there really belongs to the female organs of 
generation, the appendage called hymen. The dispute is far 
From being settled to this day ; nor is it a matter of much con- 
sequence whether it ever be, or even whether it ever can be, if 
the same mode of reasoning be followed by all who deny its ex- 
istence. If it be attempted to demonstrate its presence, they, 
like Ambrose Pard, declare it to be an unnatural production. 
For if the occasional absence of a production is to be assumed 
as the natural condition, in defiance of its frequent presence, it 
would “confound all our philosophy ;” for acephali would be 
considered as the natural state of the human body, in spite of 
the ten thousand examples to the contrary. 

All that has been urged by Fallopius, Vesalius, De Graaf, Buf- 
fon and many others, amounts but to this negative; that they did 
not always find the hymen when they sought for it. And the 
cause of this is, perhaps, safisfactorily accounted for by Cuvier, 
by saying, “ Pendant longtempts il y a eu des disputes assez ridi- 
cules sur Pexistance, de cette membrane; on avait peu d’occa- 
sions de la voir, a une dpoque oii l’anatomie ne s'exergait que sur 
les cadavres criminels, et l’on s’appuya ensuite sur des observa- 
tions incomplettes, pour soutenir des systemes hazardds.” — Diet, 
des Scien. Med. art. Hymen. 

If the existence of the hymen be denied, it would be in vain to 
talk of its imperforate state; yet, those who have done so, have 
furnished examples of this condition. ‘ With respect to this state 
of the hymen, we have nothing to add from our own experience, 
as we have never met with an instance of imperforation. All, 
therefore, that we can say upon this subject, must be derived 
from the observations of others. 

The first inconvenience that is experienced, is soon after pu- 
berty : the menstruous fluid is duly secreted ; but, not finding an 
outlet, it accumulates from time to time, until the uterus itself, 
after the vagina is completely filled, becomes distended, and this 
sometimes to a very large size, before the cause of suffering is 
discovered. Thus, Dr. Denman relates an interesting history, 
where this state existed in a young lady, who, after incurring the 
ill-natured suspicions of those around her, submitted to an exami- 
nation, which eventuated in the discovery of the imperforate state 
of the hymeif. The Doctor says, “ the circumscribed tumour of 
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the uterus was found to reach as high as the navel, and the 
external parts were stretched by a round soft substance at the 
entrance of the vagina, in such a manner, as to resemble that 
appearance which they have when the head of a child is passing 
through them ; but there was no entrance into the vagina. On 
the following morning an incision was carefully made through 
the hymen, which had a fleshy appearance, and was thickened 
in proportion to its distention. Not less than four pounds of 
blood, of the colpur and consistence of tar, were discharged ;* 
and the tumefaction of the abdomen was immediately removed. 
Several stellated incisions were afterwards made through the 
divided edges, which is a very necessary part of the operation; 
and care was taken to prevent a reunion of the hymen till the 
next period of menstruation, after which she suffered no incon- 
venience.” — Introduction to Mid. Francis’s ed. p. 110. 

When the hymen is imperforate, the patient suffers at each re- 
turn of the menstrual period; and these pains so much resemble 
the pains of labour, as to have been sometimes mistaken for them. 
Dr. M’Cauley confesses, that, in one instance, he mistook the 
protrusion of the hymen for the membranes forced down by the 
pains of labour ; this case, like that of Dr. Denman, was relieved 
by incision through the dense and resisting membrane. Smellie’s 
Col. I. No. 1. Case V. 

In the case just related from Smellie, the patient suffered se- 
verely; and what added to her distress much, was the suppres- 
sion of urine, which was not relieved until the contents of the 
vagina were discharged.! There is something curious in the 
economy of the uterus, when its body becomes distended by the 
accumulation of the menstruous fluid : it seems to yield foV a time 
without much opposition; but by and by, it makes an effort to 
discharge its contents, and pains are excited. After these pains 

* Dr. Denman observes of this blood, that 44 it tfas not putrid, nor coagulated, 
and seemed to have undergone no other change, after its secretion, but what was 
occasioned by the absorption of its more fluid parts.” This is one among the 
many proofs that present themselves, that the menstruous fluid is not common 
blood. Frank mentions a case, (tom. 3, p. 243.) from 44 Lcs Actcs Medico Phy- 
siques,” of a young girl of fifteen years of age, in which the hymen was imper- 
forate. Her abdomen was distended as much as is usual at the sixth month of 
pregnancy, from the accumulated blood behind the obstacle. She wus subject to 
violent pains in the back, hypogastrium, and in the genitals; and thought she felt 
something within her. An incision was made through the hymen, from which 
were discharged five pounds of thick black blood, without any disagreeable odour, 
and by which she was entirely relieved. He also mentions one, furnished by on8 
of his pupils, of a young girl, whom every body accused of being pregnant — un 
incision through the hymen, gave issue to several pints of blood, no ways changed; 
this operation was followed by fainting, but the girl’s reputation was saved. 

t A similar case is reported by Mr. Coley, in the 44 Provincial Medical and 
Surgical Transactions.” In this case, recourse was had to the division of Ihe 
hymen, with entire success. “Nearly four pints of tar-liltc fluid gushed out.”— 
See Medico-Chirurg. Rev. for July, 1833., p. 190. 
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have continued awhile, they cease; nor are they renewed* until, 
another menstrual period arrives. It is now again stimulated to 
contraction, and pains again declare themselves; and* in this 
manner, things proceed until art affords relief. The most re- 
markable circumstance attending these cases, is the cessation 
and renewal of pain. The menstruous fluid is, to all intents and 
purposes, an extraneous substance to the cavity of the uterus 
when retained there ; the surprise is, that it should not continue 
its painful contractions without ceasing, but this is not the case— 
for after continuing a certain time, the patient enjoys an interval 
of ease; nor is the calm disturbed, until a fresh secretion, by re- 
newing distention, again provokes it to contraction. This calm 
may be, and most probably is, owing to the thinner parts of this 
fluid being absorbed. 

In consequence of the vagina and uterus being filled with this 
fluid, its pressure after awhile becomes very severe; it not only 
produces pain, as just stated, but it also interrupts two important 
functions; namely, the discharge of urine, and the evacuation of 
the faeces. And in a case related by Mr. Fynney,* convulsions 
were repeatedly produced. Mr. Fynney, in his case, had to con- 
tend with a hymen “ more than an inch thick;” this is not, how- 
ever, usual, agreeably to Mr. Burns, who declares they are gene- , 
rally thin. The quantity of fluid discharged is sometimes very 
large. Inmost of the cases it is said to be at least two quarts; 
but Benevoli, as quoted by Mr. Burns, makes the quantity in his 
patient to be thirty-two pints. They appear all to agree as to 
the appearance of the evacuated fluid — for in no instance is it 
mentioned, that it is found coagulated. 

The remedy, in all instances, appears to be the same: it is to 
cut through the confining membrane. In some instances, as just 
noticed, the hymen has been found very thick; which, of course, 
will require additional caution in the performance of the opera- 
tion. It is desirable, upon such occasions, that the parts be well 
distended, as it not only gives greater facility to the operation, 
but also additional safety. Dr. Denman says, “ Some caution is 
required when the hymen is closed in those who are advanced in 
life, unfess the- membrane be distended by the confined menses, 
as I once saw an instance of inflammation of the peritoneum 
being Immediately produced by the operation, of which the pa- 
tient died as in the true puerperal fever, and no other reason 
could be assigned for the disease.” Introd. p. 110. And, in 
confirmation of this opinion, we will mention a case of imper- 
forate hymen, in which the operation was performed, and was 
followed by death. In a report of the “Lowestoft Infirmary,” 
there is a case recorded by Mr. W. C. Worthington, of a girl of 

* Med. Comment. % Vol, III. p. 194. 
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fourteen years old, on whom was performed the operation for the 
retained menses, by cutting through “ a dense cellular structure, 
of half an inch in thickness, situated at the orifice of the vagina,' ” 
and through which was discharged “ about a pound of dark- 
coloured fluid.” “ The third day after the operation, severe pain 
in the abdomen, with exquisite tenderness, supervened, together 
with exquisite gastric irritation. Notwithstanding a strict anti- 
phlogistic plan of treatment was adopted, the patient died on the 
following morning.” 

On examination, it was evident, that exquisite peritonitis was 
the cause of death, as just mentioned by Dr.. Denman. Mr. 
Worthington, or the editor of the Med. Chir. Rev., relates a case 
from Professor Langenbec, very analogous to this: the patient 
died on the fifth day, and, in consequence of which, he gives 
precisely the opposite opinion of Dr. D., namely, that the opera- 
tion should be performed early, and before the accumulation is 
great. In considering these cases, we should be inclined to the 
opinion of Dr. D., and for the reason he urges. In the case above 
related by Mr. W., it is evident that the parts were but very 
moderately distended, as but “about a pound of fluid” was eva- 
cuated. In the fatal cases related, it is more than probable that 
a portion of the vagina was cut through, and the peritoneum thus 
wounded; now if this be true, it is evident, that the more the 
parts are distended, the less will be the risk of this accident. 

The hymen is sometimes found extremely dense, though per- 
forated sufficiently for the passage of the menses, but not enough 
to admit with freedom the venereal congress. Yet if seems it 
does not prevent conception, however it may embarrass coition. 
A number of unquestionable cases are upon record, where this 
act was never properly consummated ; yet the women were im- 
pregnated, and the child’s passage through the os externum was 
facilitated by an operation at the last period of labour. Hilda- 
nus, PanS, Ruysch, Mauriceau, and many others, make mention 
of such cases. 

The late Dr. Cleaver, invited my friend, Dr. Chapman, and 
myself to witness a case of this kind. The woman had been in 
labour with a first child, for at least twelve hours, when we saw 
her; the pains were now strong and frequent; the perineum very 
much distended, and alone supported the efforts of the uterus. 
The os externum was entirely closed, if we except an opening of 
about the size of a common goose-quill. Things had been pre- 
cisely in this situation, several hours before we were called; and 
as all chance of spontaneous dilatation, or even one effected by 
the force of pain, was at an end, it was thought best to cut the 
rigid hymen, and give a chance to the vagina to dilate, and the 
perineum to unfold. 

I accordingly passed a probe-pointed bistoury between the 
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child’s head and the hymen, and made a slight incision in the 
latter, which enabled me to introduce a finger, by which, I di- 
lated, or rather broke down, the whole of the resisting mem- 
brane, in such a manner, that there was nothing but the natural 
resistance of the parts to contend with. In about two hours 
more the child was safely delivered, and without the parts sus* 
taining any injury, by the passing of the head. 

The mode of operating in this case, perhaps may not have 
been different from that pursued by others under similar circura* 
stances; for none, so far as I know, have described the exact 
manner in which it was performed. But, as they have been 
silent upon this point, and as my previous impressions as to the 
mode of affording relief, were altogether different from what I 
found necessary in this case, I think it best, it should be clearly 
understood, that all that can be necessary to ensure success to 
the operation is, merely to destroy the continuity of the hymen 
in one past of it : for by this means the opening wilt be large 
enough immediately for the finger to pass; and by the aid of 
which, by giving it a rotatory motion, the adhesions of the hy- 
men with the vagina may certainly be destroyed — at least, so it 
appears from its success in this case. I cannot think it ever ne- 
cessary, on reflecting upon the mechanism of these parts, to cut 
into either the vagina or perineum, or even to wound them. , 


Sect. IX. — Of Pruritus , or the Aphthous-Condition of the Vulva . 

and Vagina . 

One of the most -troublesome and distressing; complaints to 
which the female is subject, is the pruritus, or itching of the pu- 
dendum. Women who are not pregnant, are subject to this com- 
plaint; though not equally liable, as those who are; in both, the 
desire to scratch is so indomitable, as . sometimes, to put decency 
at defiance. I knew one instance in which the itching was so 
seyere, and so continued^ that the lady was obliged to keep her 
chamber for three months.^ The only relief that was found in 
this case, was from the almost constant application of water, in 
which ice was dissolved. Every remedy that could be suggested 
by two eminent practitioners of this city, was tried in vain. No 
relief was obtained, until after delivery. This case came to my 
knowledge in the year 1796, by being related by one of the gen- 
tlemen in attendance. The parts were not examined ; the child 
was delivered perfectly healthy, though the mother was much 
exhausted by her long sufferings, and the severe discipline to 
which she submitted in hope of relief. 

The disease may attack the whole of the vulva, and sometimes 
it affects the vagina. It sometimes commences in the early part 
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of pregnancy; when this happens, and is neglected, it may con- 
tinue until delivery takes place. At other times, and this I be- 
lieve to be the most common, it does not attack until the sixth or 
seventh month. If cleanliness be not observed, the complaint is 
sure to be much agravated ; though no attention of this kind of 
itself is capable of preventing or overcoming this complaint. 

A great variety of causes have been assigned for this disease; 
such as want of cleanliness; an acrid secretion within the labia ; 
an inveterate eruption; the pediculi pubis; varicose veins; an 
aphthous efflorescence, &c. 

It is certain that in a number of the cases which have fallen 
under my notice, a want of cleanliness could not be considered 
as a cause; though we are persuaded, it is well calculated to in- 
crease it. There must be a secretion of some acrid fluid in all ; 
cases of pruritus, be the remote cause what it may; and it seems 
to renew the itching whenever it may happen. In some instances, 
this itching has intervals of longer or shorter duration; and its 
return seems to be produced by a discharge taking place of a 
thin and generally limpid serum, of which the woman is perfectly 
conscious; and aware, at the same moment, that her troubles are . 
about to be renewed. I have met with no instance in which a 
dartrous eruption, or pediculi pubis, could be considered as 
causes; nor have I met with one, where it has arisen from a va- . 
ricose vein. . 

The aphthous efflorescence, as an attendant on this complaint, 
we believe we were the first to point out; and for this discovery 
we were indebted to accident, as will be now mentioned. 

The precise nature of this affection, had not been pointed out ; : 
and accident furnished me with an opportunity of detecting a 
condition of the parts, where this complaint was in full force, 
which has never, I believe, been noticed by any one; and which . 
led to, generally, a very successful mode of practice. 

A lady, whose husband was more notorious for his gallantries . 
than for his domestic virtues, was attacked in the incipient stage 
of pregnancy, with an intolerable itching in the pudendum, and 
even within the os externum. The woman suspecting the affec- 
tion to be venereal, I was sent for in April, 1815, and she gave 
such an account of her feelings as to make me think it might 
truly be the case; I therefore proposed an examination of the 
parts ; which was finally acceded to. Upon separating the labia, 
the whole face of the vulva, the os externum, and as much of the 
vagina as could be viewed, were covered with an incrustation of 
aphthae. I assured the patient, her diseas* was not what she 
suspected, but one, I hoped, that could be quickly removed. I 
accordingly ordered a strong solution of borax in water, and re-i 
quested her to wash the parts with it four or five times a day;> 
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as well as to throw it up the vagina by means of a syringe. She 
did so ; and was perfectly well in twenty-four hours. 

I was led to the employment of the borax in this case, from 
the analogy which the thrush in children furnished; and its sue- 
cess since, has led me to regard it, if not as a certain, yet as a 
very valuable remedy: it has rarely failed in my hands, or in the 
hands of others, as far as I have hitherto learned. It therefore 
always deserves a trial ; especially as I have never known it ag- 
gravate the complaint. I have had a number of cases within the 
last few years, in nearly all of which it proved completely suc- 
cessful ; but not with equal speed. Two of these cases just men- 
tioned were pretty obstinate, but especially one: in both, I was 
obliged to bleed and purge liberally; and to confine the patients 
to low diet; but in one, I was under the necessity of applying 
leeches to the part, before the disease would yield. 1 thought 
that small doses of magnesia, with the daily use of lime water 
and milk, were useful in this case. But, in the others, the dis- 
ease yielded, almost immediately, to the simple application of the 
borax and water. 4 

Where this complaint proves at all obstinate, depletion adds 
very much to the influence of the borax ; I therefore would ad- 
vise attention to this circumstance. I am now certain, however, 
that in every case of pruritus, th$re does not exist this aphthous 
efflorescence. I have had but three opportunities of examining 
the parts under such circumstances: in two of which, the aph-i 
thous condition obtained; but in the other the parts were as de- 
scribed below.* 

We do not know in what proportion of cases this state of the 
parts may exist — we are well satisfied, it is not present in alt 
This fact we were enabled to ascertain a few years since : in this 
case, the external labia, the whole vestibulum, the carunculae 
myrtiformes, and as much of the vagina as could well be viewed. 


• Cases certainly do occur, in practice, that have not yielded to the plan we 
have suggested ; therefore we fee! grateful for the knowledge of any remedy 'that 
has proved successful, when the ordinary means have proved otherwise. We 
therefore, feel indebted to Dr. Phillip Younge, of Thomaston, Georgia, for the fol- 
lowing case, in which dry calomel proved highly useful. tl I had it sprinkled.” 
Says the Dootor, “ over every spot of inflammation within the vulva, as thoroughly 
as the nature of things would permit, three or four times a day. Whenever the 
itching became urgent, my advice was to wash the part, by means of a syringe, 
with cold water, and reapply the dry calomel, which immediately calms the most 
insufferable irritation. I have pursued this plan, when the disease appeared per- 
fectly unmanageable, with the happiest effects; although the disposition to recur 
was manifested until delivery, this remedy always appeased the distress.” — Amer. 
Jour, of Med. Sci. for Aug. 1833, p.555. 

Dr. Carron da Villards, says he has employed with much advantage, lotions of 
the distilled water of the Prunus laura-cerasus, in this complaint, after it had re- 
sisted every other application^— Id. for Nov. 1834. 
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were swelled and much inflamed. The appearance of the in- 
flammation was singular; it was of a copper-red colour, w r ith a 
number of slight abrasions; by which the sensibility of the parts 
was very much increased. From the whole of the inflamed sur- 
face, an ichorous dew seemed to be distilling constantly ; and 
when this accumulated in a sufficient quantity to make the wo- 
man sensible a discharge was taking place, a most intolerable 
itching would begin ; nor would it cease, until the poor woman 
would be almost exhausted, by her efforts to appease it. Cold 
iced water was her only solace; and this afforded but a very 
temporary suspension of her misery. 

This patient, it may be proper to remark, was not pregnant ; 
she was advancing towards the critical period of life, and had 
been always, at least for many years, subject to fluor albus. 
Suspecting some disease in the uterus itself, I examined my pa- 
tient per vaginam: this afforded no room to suspect any thing 
wrong with this organ; I also carefully traced the urethra, but 
could detect nothing amiss in it. I prescribed a free use of the 
saturated solution of the borax, both as a wash, and as an injec- 
tion : from this, much relief was experienced ; but the disease not 
yielding, as I had frequently found it to do in other cases, I be- 
gan the use of the balsam copaiva, agreeably to a suggestion of 
my friend, Dr. Kuan, of its usefulness in this complaint : in this 
she persevered, and in a few days she was completely relieved. 

I believe the balsam, in this case, contributed much to the re- 
lief of the poor woman; this belief is founded on its success in 
another instance, where it alone was used, if we except frequent 
bathing with lukewarm water, one bleeding, brisk purging, and 
an extremely abstemious diet. 

Dr. Ruan informs me he has succeeded with copaiva, after the 
borax had failed in several instances; and, so far, I am disposed 
to consider it a valuable aid to this article. In cases of pruritus 
accompanied by the aphthous incrustation, I think the borax will 
almost always succeed; therefore, I prescribe it in all instances 
for which my advice is required ; but what proportion these cases 
bear to those without this efflorescence, l am altogether unpre- 
pared to say at this moment. 

In a case of great violence, and as great obstinacy, where it 
did not yield to depletion, to low diet, nor the borax, instant relief 
was obtained by an injection of a small tea-spoonful of the aqua 
ammonia purae, to a half pint of water. The mixture was had 
recourse to in the middle of the night by the patient, while under 
great agony from the violence and pertinacity of the itching; and 
which she considered rather as a desperate experiment, than as a 
probable means of relief; yet it succeeded like a charm. During 
the time the itching was troublesome, it was used for several 
days, with almost instant advantage; but after this, it seemecj tg 
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lose its influence. The borax was again resorted to; and it 
completely succeeded ; this lady was three months advanced in 
pregnancy ; and had been, before obnoxious to this complaint, 
when in this situation. And 1 have much pleasure in stating, 
eince this period, I have found much benefit derived from the 
use of the ammoniated water as just directed, in several very 
troublesome cases of pruritus.* 

The cases which occur during pregnancy aeem more obstinate 
than those which take place at other times, if we except such at 
occur towards the decline of the menses, and where there is evi- 
dently a disease of the womb. In these latter cases relief may 
be obtained ; but they are perhaps never cured, unless the affec- 
tion, of which pruritus is a symptom, is also removed. Much 
will depend upon frequent washing, and often rinsing out the' va- 
gina by means of a large and powerful syringe. The solution of 
borax may be used for this purpose with advantage; and the bal- 
sam copaiva might perhaps be useful in such cases : but of this, 
I have no experience. Opium, or opium and camphor, at bed- 
time in pretty full doses, have a temporary good effect; at least, 
it procures a degree of rest, that would otherwise be denied* 
The woman should exercise much forbearance, and not too easily 
yield to the gratification of the predominant feeling. I have had 
a case lately, in which this complaint followed abortion — it was 
immediately relieved by *the borax. 

This complaint has been generally confounded with one of a 
very different character; named the furor uterinus; but they are 
very easily distinguished from each other; the latter is a volup- 
tuous sensation, accompanied by venereal desire; and is not ac- 
companied by an itching, properly so called ; but by a sensual 
irritation, which makes the rubbing of the parts contribute in a 
degree to gratification. The pruritus, on the other hand, is an 


* In the treatment of this disease it is of much consequence that the local re. 
medics should be thrown up the vagina by a syringe, as the following history will 
abow. Mrs. K., in her sixth month of pregnancy, was attacked with pruritus. 
The solution of borax was recommended — on calling on her a few days after, she 
informed me she was not relieved in the slighest degree. I inquired whether she 
was careful in the use of the injection ; she seemed surprised at the question. I 
now learned that her husband had omitted this part of the directions, as he under- 
stood that bathing tho parts was all that was necessary. The syringe was now 
made use of, and that patient was entirely and promptly relieved. From this it 
would appear, that the efflorescence may occupy the vagina to & considerable ex- 
tent. • 

Mr. Churchill seems to think that libidiness desires almost always attend this 
complaint when it exists in its more exquisite form. I cannot but differ from him 
on this point Indeed I have never seen nymphomania result as “ a degeneration”? 
of pruritus vulva. The former is decidedly a very rare disease in this country. 
I have never seen more than two or three well marked cases of it in the whoU 
course of my practice. 


\ Princ. Dis. of Females, p. 7. 
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intense, and an indomitable itching* not accompanied by volup- 
tuous desire ; but which finds, to a certain extent, a relief from 
scratching** For, were the feelings excited in these cases to be 
allayed by any mechanical application, one would be selected 
that would better comport with the pruriency of the thoughts 
which tuggested the necessity, and the nature of the means; 
while the other would seek relief from the application of the nails, 
or some other equally rough substance. The two complaints 
must therefore be looked upon as altogether distinct in their na- 
ture and objects; nor does the one ever degenerate into the other, 
as some have imagined ; for there is no analogy whatever be- 
tween pruritus, and furor uterinus. For the one, as we have 
said, is an ungovernable lasciviousness ; the other an intolerable 
itohing, without the slightest desire. Indeed, from all I can learn 
on this subject, pruritus is so far from being accompanied by de- 
sire, that women at such times manifest the greatest repugnance 
to the venereal act 

We have known a complaint communicated to the male, by 
intercourse with a woman labouring under pruritus; it was very 
similar to that which infested the female, in its general charac- 
ter; that is, there was great itching and swelling of the prepuce; 
the whole internal surface of which, together with the glans 
penis, were covered witlran aphthous efflorescence. When this 
occurs with the married man, much disturbance is sometimes 
created, from a supposition that the wife has been unfaithful, and 
the contrary ; and much will depend upon the good sense and 
experience of the medical attendant, that it shall not be subver- 
sive of domestic peace. 

Indeed, it has occurred in more instances than one, within our 
own knowledge, where the woman has thought herself the injured 
party: and in one case, the recrimination was mutual. In this 
instance, the friends of the parties^ssembled to determine on the 
terms of separation; when it was suggested by one of them, who 
happened to be more rational than the rest, that before they pro- 
ceeded to such an extremity, their family physician should be 
consulted; and, that it should be left to him to determine, whether 
there really was any cause from the nature of the disease in ques- 
tion, to justify such a measure. We were accordingly sent for. 
We gave an attentive hearing to both sides of the question. From 
what was related, we were at once of opinion, that there was 
not the slightest ground, for either to be charged with a want of 
fidelity. We requested to speak to the gentleman in private: 
when he withdrew, we solicited an examination oCthe parts sup- 

* Dr. Waller recommends a solution of 5 or 10 grains of the nitrate of silver to 
the ounce of water as an injection. 


Digitized by ^ooQie 



48 


FRTOITtJS. 


posed to be so much injured, and found the prepuce and glahs 
penis in the condition stated above. 

From the appearance of the penis, we were convinced that the 
lady had nothing but “ pruritis and we assured the husband 
that this was the case ; and upon a private conversation with the 
lady, we were confirmed in the opinion given to the husband ; 
and also fortunate enough to make her suspend all farther pro- 
ceedings, if not entirely to satisfy her that she had nothing to ap- 
prehend, as we had previously done, with the husband. 

It was mutually agreed, therefore, that no farther steps should 
be taken in the business ; in the mean time, we were to satisfy 
each, that they had nothing to complain of. The borax wash 
and injections were ordered for the wife ; and for the husband, 
the borax wash alone. In three or four days both one $nd the 
other were perfectly well ; and, to this moment, most happy in 
the explanation they had so fortunately received. 

Chambon* describes a variety of pruritus which we have never 
seen: it is where the neck of the uterusj* the seat of the itching. 
As we have never met with this case*4ve shall employ his own 
description of it. “ Le prurit du col de^i matrice est plus intole- 
rable qui celui de la vulve, parce qu’on nd*peut satisfaire le ddsir 
de grater cette partie. Quand il est portd a un certain d£gre d’in- 
tensitd, il cause un emportement, une apparence de fureur, et des 
movemens convulsifs, des distorsions du tronc, des gonflemens du 
bas ventre, et des suffocations semblables a celles qu’on remarque 
dans la passion hist^rique. Les femmes qui voient leurs mans 
dans cet 6tat, deviendroient furieuses, si la liqueur s^minale de 
Tun et de l’autere ne temp^roit pas la chaleur du col de la utdrus.” 

He recommends no particular treatment for this affection; nor 
indeed for the other, save the most feeble that can well be ima- 
gined: as bathing, fumigations, and injections, together with de- 
coctions of some of the mucilaginous grains, as flaxseed, quince- 
seed, &c. • 

Dr. Denman says, “ When this complaint, independently of 
pregnancy, originates from an affection of the uterus, and is of 
fong continuance, the application must be varied, and such medi- 
cines given as promise relief by changing the state of that part. 

^ Sulphur, taken internally, has sometimes been of much service; 
or applied to the part as a powder, liniment, or lotion. The burnt 
aponge, with nitre, and the extractum xicutas, have also been 
given with advantage ; together with a lotion composed of equal 
parts of the aqua zinci vitriolati cum camphora and rose water; 
or the application of the ung. hydrargyr. fort. I have also fre- 
quently given five grains of Plummer’s pill every night at bed- 

• Des Maladies des Filles, vol. ii. p. 73. 
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time for a month, and a pint of the decoction of sarsaparilla 
daily; though there was no suspicion of any venereal infec- 
tion.”* 

Dr. Denman farther observes, “ It is sometimes occasioned by 
a disease or affection of the bladder, and is then equivalent to the 
itching of the glands penis in men.” — When this complaint has 
been occasioned by an affection of the bladder, the constant or 
daily use of a bougie in the urethra has, in some cases, effectually 
cured the patient.”f 

In young femalechildren, we very often witness an inflammation 
and swelling of the labia, accompanied by a discharge of rather 
a purulent appearance, attended by great and frequent itching. 
To relieve which, they rub the parts violently, and even in sleep, 
until they become denuded sometimes of the cuticle. This, how- 
ever, i believe never happens, but where there is a great neglect 
of cleanliness; at least frequently washing the parts with warm 
water, has always cured iu 

Dr. Denman also says, that “ those women who carry dead 
children are moTe subject fo this disease than those who carry 
living children.” This remark is not confirmed by my own ex- 
perience. I have known many instances, where dead children 
were carried, without this disease being present; and I have 
known a number of cases of pruritus, where the children were 
certainly born alive. 

Gardieu recommends the application of blisters, in those cases 
of pruritus which proceed from a dartroas eruption. He says, 
“si ce prurit derive d’une dartre fix4e vers ce lieu, on ne peut 
attendre de soulagement que des m&dicamens propres £ changer 
l’dtat de la m&lade, telsque les bains sulfureux, 1’usage intferieur 
du soufre, et autres moyens adapfes & la nature de Paffection. 
Un v&sieatoire piacd 4 la partie interne de la cuisse est souvent 
lemoyens fo ptai star de deliver la femme de ce prurit en ddplagant 
la dartre : on pourrait l’appliquer sur les grandes, fovres mdmes, 
pour changer la mode de sensibility de la partie en y fitablissant 
momentan6ment un autre mode jle douleur.” — Traife Complete, 
vol. i. p. 73. 

* Introduction to Midwifery. Francis’s ed. p. 109. t Ibid. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF THE DISEASES OF THE VAGINA. 

The diseases of the vagina may he either natural or accidental. 
The natural consists, agreeably to Dr. Denman, of “such an ab- 
breviation or contraction as to render it unfit for the purposes for 
which it was designed.”* We have never encountered but one 
such case; and this was not so excessive, as altogether to destroy 
the usefulness of the part.f A great difficulty was at first ex- 
perienced from coition; but this gradually lessened, though never 
altogether removed. Upon examination, it was found to be 
difficult to pass the finger, unless the parts were previously well 
lubricated; and this expedient was always necessary, before 
each conjugal consummation. The os uteri was found just 
within the os externum ; and the whole distance to which the 
finger could be passed, did not exceed an inch, or an inch and 
a half. 

This person was barren but extremely anxious to be fruitful ; 
aware of some natural defect, she submitted to the examination 
which led to the knowledge of what has been just stated. As 
there was nothing to be done in this case, the parts were left un- 
disturbed by any attempts to dilate the contracted passage. 

In greater departures, Dr. Denman *ays, “ The curative indi- 
cations are to relax the parts by the use of emollient applications, 
and to dilate them to their proper size by sponge or other tents, 
or, which are more effectual, by bougies gradually enlarged.” 

Dr. Denman informs us, that in a case of this kind, the efforts 
of the husband to overcome the resistance of the parts, so irritated 
them, as to produce a purulent discharge from them, which was 


• Morgagni mentions a case in which the ragina was only onc-third of the 
common length ; this was terminated by a firm fleshy substance — this woman 
waa barren. u Columbus dissected a woman who always complained of great 
pain in coitu. The vagina was very short, and had no uterus at its termination.” 
Burns, p. 87. 

t Since Writing the above, a woman of thirty.five years of sge presented her* 
self for advice. # She informed me she never had menstruated, nor had felt any 
symptoms that would indicate it. She had been married nine years, had all the 
marks of womanhood ; was not averse to, but rather enjoyed sexual intercourse ; 
bat never became pregnant Upon an examination per vaginam, this canal wan 
found narrow, and about an inch and a half in depth, terminating in a enldeeac. 
Nothing like a uterua could be felt. We have said, this woman had never been 
* impregnated; not because she had an imperfect vagina, but because there was 
no evidenoe of a uterus ; at least not of a healthy one; for had there been one, the 
menses would certainly have been secreted ; and she might have been relieved by 
an operation. 
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mistaken for a venereal affection. The inflammation was sub- 
dued by the ordinary means, and living for a time absque marito; 
the parts were afterwards dilated by means of tents and bougies 
of various sizes. After her return to her husband, she became 
pregnant; and was safely delivered, after a slow, but not an un- 
common labour. 

The accidental, consists of cohesions of the sides from previous 
ulceration ; and of cicatrices after such ulcerations. 

The difficulties arising from such causes, are severely felt in 
the time of labour, as they are rarely of such extent, as to inter- 
rupt coition. The time to be useful in such cases is, before the 

E arts heal; if attended to then, much mischief may be avoided 
y the proper use of tents, &c. During labour, extensive bleed- 
ing seems to be the only remedy. See System of Midwifery, 
chap, on Tedious Labour, by the author. 


CHAPTER IV. 

OF LEUCORRHGSA* 

This complaint has been familiar to the practitioner from the 
time of Hippocrates to the present moment; yet it is, not so well 
understood, as always to ensure the patient a certainty of cure. 
Indeed, this affection, even at ihe present day, is ranked by many 
among theopprobia medicorum. Women seem to be obnoxious 
to leucorrhcea in every known climate; and in every situation of 
life, she is more or less exposed to its occurrence. So decidedly 
is this the case, (at least in civilized life,) that the woman, who 
has not had the complaint, appears to have escaped from an. im- 
pending mischief, rather than to have been constitutionally en- 
titled to the exemption. Yet some are more obnoxious to it than 
others; and this difference arises principally from the. following 
causes: — ~ 

First. Original constitution or temperament: thus,. women of 
the sanguine temperament and rigid fibre are less liable to this 
complaint, than those who are fair-skinned, light-haired, and of a 
relaxed fibre. 

Second. Location, atmosphere, and Occupation, have their 
influence, or so modify common agents, as to render them capa- 
ble of producing it. Thus, women of high and mountainous 
countries, who enjoy a pure and dry air, are freer from this 
complaint, than those who inhabit a moist and cold climate. 


Digitized by ^ ooQie 



52 


LEUCORRHOCA. 


AkKV those who live in the country, and who, from the nature of 
their occupations, are obliged to use much exercise, are less 
visited by this scourge than the indolent women of large cities; 
hence, women of very sedentary habits, and who indulge in luxu- 
rious idleness, are almost sure to have this complaint Mr. 
Churchill seems to imply that the uterine leucorrhoea is as com- 
mon, or more so, than vaginal — which if it be a fact in England 
is not so here ; indeed we consider this form of the disease to fas 
extremely rare, agreeably to the experiments of ourseltes. 

Third. Habits of life, and the quality and quantity of nourish- 
ment, will have an operation upon all constitutions or tempera- 
ments. Thus, women who indulge much m bed, who keep late 
hours, who over-stimulate, who drink immoderately of thitf un- 
nourishing drinks, as tea and coffee, are more disposed to this 
discharge, than those who observe a contrary plait; and such 
are especially liable to it, who use the warm bath too freely, or 
are in the habit of employing “ foot-stoves.” Hence, the women 
of Holland are particularly liable to leucorrhcea ; as their climate, 
habits, and. nourishment, all dispose to it. 

Fourth. Habits of cleanliness will tend very much to preserve 
the parts concerned from this discharge, even of those who may 
be disposed to it; while the neglect of this physical virtue will 
be almost sure to produce it, even in those not otherwise dis- 
posed to it. 

At all periods of life, females are liable to an increased dis- 
charge from the vulva*, thus, we witness it in the infant girl, and 
in the aged matron, but not equally often in both ; it is more fre- 
quently found with the latter than with the former. This com- 
plaint frequently commences about puberty — it may, therefore, 
anticipate, accompany, or follow the menstrual secretion ; but, at 
this period, it is of but temporary continuance, for the most part, 
unless great errors have been committed in the management of 
the .female at this time; or unless there should be a particular 
predisposition to the complaint, from hereditary taint, or original 
temperament.* 

As the woman advances in life, and after she has become a 
mother; when her necessities demand great exertion, and pre- 
vent proper indulgences during pregnancy, and after labour, she 
is more particularly liable to it, than at any other period; and 
then generally, in its worst forms. Hence, women in the lower 
walks of life, are more obnoxious to leucorrhcea than those who 


* Gardicn, and some others, think, leu cor rh® a is sometimes hereditary; he 
says, M Le catarrhe ot*rin peut atlaquer, des fe has Age, Fes filles qui ont eu pour 
nitres des femmes sujettes habiteullement k an tcoulement; mais eette leuoor- 
rb*e btrkditaire ne peat pas ktre distingute de cell© qui est eotretenue par le 
debiliW de la constitution: comme cettc dernikre, ell® depend de ^organisation 
primitive, qui est faible et Ikche.” Trait* Complete, dtc., toL i. p. 321. 
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indulge in what the others cannot "enjoy ; provided the latter do 
not abuse these privileges and comforts. 

Women, who -are constantly exposed to the abuse of venery, 
from their calling or their necessities; or those who may toe 
freely indulge in the gratifications of love without that necessity; 
and especially those who selfishly abuse the enjoyment, are al- 
ways obnoxious to leucorrhcea. 

Those who may suffer from long-protracted and difficult la- 
bours, or who may have been under the necessity of yielding 
to artificial modes of delivery; those, who from the relaxation 
of the system generally, and the uterine in particular, and have 
sudden labours; those who have become debilitated from me- 
norrhagia, diarrhoea, hemorrhoids, or who labour under irregu- 
larity, or suppression ,of the menses, are ever prone to this.com^ 
plaint 

Nervous, and hysterical women are also liable- to this com-. 
plaint: it may. not commence withahese affections, though it is 
pretty sure to follow them ; especially.if great irritability of tem- 

E er accompany, and this indulged in, by giving vent, ib sudden 
urst of passion, or displays of bad, humour.. 

Some are of opinion, that the season of the year has consider- 
able influence on this discharge, Leake says “ l have attended 
more patients labouring under fluor albus in autumn thrfh at any 
other season of the year*. especially when the weather was un- 
commonly moist and cold.” Diseases of Women, vol.' i. p. J07. 

I have never observed this influence; and 1 am rather disposed 
to believe it accidental if it occur. A disease of such long stand- 
ing, as leucorrhcea almost always is ; one for the most part so 
obstinately confirmed j>y local irritation and habit, is not very 
likely to be influenced by mere change of temperature, or moist- 
ure. It is not a sufficient explanation of this (perhaps assumed) 
fact,*to say, that the surface which yields the discharge, is, like 
those mucous membranes which are affected by the changes, of. 
the atmosphere; and may, like them, be attacked by inflamma- 
tion, and urged to an increase of discharge: for from their loca- 
lity and perfect defence against the vicissitudes of season, they 
cannot be very liable to their influence. I fear. there . is rather 
too much refinement in these opinions, to be confirmed by fact,* 
The only causes, capable of influencing this discharge, as far 
as I have been able to ascertain* are those which affect the sys- 
tem at laFge, or the uterus in. particular; such as fever passions*. 


* The lAbcotts membranes very generally sympathize with impressions -made 
upon the skin ; thus, the lining of the trachea ; of the nostrils; of the throat ; of the 
frontal sinuses, &e., are very often brought into morbid action through the me- 
dium of the skin, by the changes in atmospheric temperature; but the uterus and 
vagina, we believe, are very rarely affected by such vicissitudes, however strongly 
they may affect the external surface. 
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or emotions of the mind; too stimulating diet ; gastric irritations; 
the approach, and the cessation of the menstrual discharge at 
each period ; pregnancy; and excessive coition. Now, all the 
causes just enumerated, will be acknowledged capable of such a 
consequence, since the whole arterial system is acted upon ; and 
of course the uterus and vagina, constituting important por- 
tions ot the general system, must partake of the general effect. 

I know several ladies, who are not habitually liable to fluor 
albus, yet will be attacked by this discharge, whenever their 
systems are excited by fever. Others, will have an immediate 
leucorrhceal discharge, when angered, alarmed or overjoyed. 
Others, upon drinking a glass of wine extraordinary, or eating 
very highly seasoned victuals, will feel an increase of vaginal 
secretion ; others, when their stomachs are acid, or otherwise 
irritated, wilj have fluor albus more abundantly ; very many are 
only sensible of the existence of this disposition of the vagina, 
just before the catamenia are about to take place, or immediately 
after they have ceased. Most women, who are accustomed to 
leucorrhoea, will have an augmented discharge when pregnant; 
while some will have it at no other time; and all perhaps will 
have it more abundant, after too great venereal indulgence. 

Almost all the authorities I have consulted on the subject of 
leucorrhtiba, make it a constitutional disease; and hence the nu- 
merous causes assigned for its origin; and hence the multiplica- 
tion of species and varities by systematic writers. 

Thus, Pinel enumerates — 

1st. The constitutional. 

2d: The accidental. 

3d. The vicarious. 

4th. The syphilitic. 

5th. The critical.* 

While Blattin, who has written a very long and erudite work 
upon the subject, wishes to add to the above — 

6th. From derangement of the menses. 

7th. Hereditary. 

8th. From indigestion. 

Gardien, however, makes but three— 

1st. Leucorrhoea from irritation. 

2d. Constitutional or adynamic. 

3d. Metastatic leucorrhoea ; but observes, he would think it 
proper to add to these three species two others, where leucor- 
rhoea is only symptomatic ; one of these he w T ould call “ spasmo- 
dic leucorrhoea/’ and the other “ sympathetic leucorrhoea.” 

That a variety of causes may dispose the uterus and vagina to 
take on the leucorrhoeal action, we have no hesitation to believe ; 

* Diet, dea Scien. Med. art. Leacorrhcea. 
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but the production of the complaint requires an immediate ex- 
citing cause, and that cause must be of an irritating kind. I 
would therefore only acknowledge — 

1st. The leucorrhoea of direct irritation. 

2d. The leucorrhoea of remote or indirect irritation. 

3d. The leucorrhoea of habit. 

I can form no idea of Pinel’s first species; that is, I have no 
conception of any separate or distinct constitutional power, which, 
independently of local irritation, shall produce the disease in 
question; or, in other words, thus to influence the mucous mem- 
brane of the vagina and uterus, to an inordinate secretion. 

His second species must necessarily comprise the exciting, or 
local cause; if so, it becomes the Jeucorrhcea of direct or indirect 
irritation; for the parts*are only accidentally or fortuitously irri- 
tated, and brought into diseased action. 

His third, or the vicarious, we havo never witnessed-, if we 
comprehend the term; that is leucorrhoea by metastatis, or by an 
assumption of action.. Yet we are not prepared to deny the 
possibility of such a condition of the uterus and vagina ; for me- 
tastnses are not unfrequent in arthritic or rheumatic constitutions; 
or where there has been a suppression of an accustomed evacua- 
tion, it may happen that other parts may assume a morbid ac- 
tion. But if this be admitted, it will only prove that there has 
been a transfer of irritation ; consequently, it forms. “ the leucor- 
rhcea of icnitatipn.” 

Ilis fourth, or syphilitic, * is obviously the product of irrita- 
tion; the syphilitic virus being the remote cause, the irritation 
consequent upon its application produces an increase of discharge 
from the surface to which it is applied-; but this discharge is one 
of a specific nature, and not the matter discharged in common 
leucorrhoea; therefore, it is nothing more nor less, than syphilis 
itself, so long as the syphilitic action continues. But after a time 
the surface may cease to secrete a morbid poison ; though an ir- 
ritation of sufficient force continue to maintain an increased se- 
cretion ; therefore the disease, in this last form, is the leucorrhoea 
of direct irritation and habit. 

His fifth, or “ critical/’ may exist : we have never witnessed 
it; hut if it occur, it must necessarily resemble his “ vicarious,” 
in its general phenomena ; and, like it, becomes a leucorrhoea of 
irritation. 

Those added by Blattin resolves themselves into the same spe- 
cies ; or the leucorrhoea ofi irritation, therefore the sixth, or that 
from disordered menstruation, becomes the leucorrhoea of indi- 
rect irritation; while the seventh is only a modification of Pi- 
nel’s first or constitutional leucorrhoea, which, like it, can only 
produce predisposition; for vve do not believe that children are 
ever born with this disease upon them, or even subject to it very 
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soon after birth ; and, were this even the fact, it might not be dif- 
ficult to account for it, provided the mother was labouring under 
the affection at the time of the child’s birth ; for the matter of 
leucorrhcea might be applied to the child in transitu, and pro- 
duce the disease, as it does sometimes, purulent ophthalmia. 

His eighth, or “ leucorrhcea from indigestion,” must necessarily 
be considered a disease of sympathy, or leucorrhcea of indirect 
irritation ; since the source of irritation is the disordered stomach, 
with which the uterus and vagina sympathize. 

The division of Gardien is much less exceptionable ; for he 
reduces the species to three. His first, or the leucorrhcea of ir- 
ritation we cheerfully adopt, as it, strictly speaking, comprehends 
every thing. His second is exceptionable, as it is but a modifi- 
cation of Pinel and Blattin. We have no idea of a disease of 
pure weakness. His third is an adoption of the third of Pinel, 
and, of course, liable to the same objections. 

In a practical point of, view, very little is. gained by the multi- . 
plication of knowledge of the remote causes- of disease; and it is. 
fortunate, in a general sense, that it is so — for were an absolute 
knowledge of the remote cause essential to the cure of the proxi- 
mate or the disease itself, we should be much less successful in 
the cure, than we are at present ; for, in very many instances, 
\ye are entirely ignorant of the remote cause. 

In the “ leucorrhcea from derangement in the digestive organs,” 
(if it really exist,) the knowledge of the fact might be useful; as 
the, remedies calculated to alter the condition of these organs 
should be addressed to them, with a view to destroy the source 
of irritation, and thus diminish the intensity of sympathy. In the 
case under consideration, much uncertainty would exist, whether 
the long-continued discharge from the vagina is not the cause of 
the derangement of stomach, as in chlprosis, rather than the de- 
rangement of stomach, the cause of the discharge from the va-. 
gina. Gardien declares, “ Le derangement des digestions ac^ 
compagne conslarpment la leucorrhde constilutionnelle.. Les 
tiraillement d’estomac ont aussi toujoqrs lieu dans le catarrhe 
utcrin chronique,” p. 322. But this offers no illustration, or ex- 
planation, of which is the cause, or which is the effect. Be- 
sides, we feel rather disposed to doubt the frequency of this com- 
bination; for of one thing we are certain, that we have seen 
many instances of leucorrhcea without derangement of stomach ; 
and we have as certainly seen many cases of dyspepsia, without 
leucorrhcea. Indeed, he seems to confess, that causes are ad- 
mitted with too much facility ; for he immediately after adds, 
“Les causes predisposantes et determinantes du catarrhe uterin 
sont extrement varies : peut-&tre pourrait — on reprocher aux 
auteurs d’en avoir admis plusieurs trop legerement, et d’avoir 
souvent conclu post hoc, Ergo propter hoc. Dans la recherche 
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des causes, on a souvent regarde comma lids deux phdnomines 
qui nMtaient, que coexistans,” p. 322. 

- In the syphilitic leueorrhoea, as it is called, it would also be 
useful to know of its existence; since syphilis itself would re- 
quire a distinct treatment from common leucorrhcea; in this 
case, the disease, as just observed, would not be leucorrhcea, 
but syphilis, during the active stage; but the remote effects would 
require no specific treatment, as the leucorrhcea following syphilis, 
would yield to the same remedies as leucorrhcea from any other 
cause. 

Garden's occasional extension of species into, 1st, sympatne* 
tic leucorrhcea; 2d, spasmodic leucorrhcea, answers no good pur- 
pose whatever in practice; especially as there is no satisfactory 
evidence of the existence of the latter ; and the first will naturally 
range itself under the head of leucorrhcea, from remote or indi- 
rect irritation. 

He tells us, (with what propriety the profession must judge,) 

" J’ai donne le nom spasmodiques, a celles qui surviennent chez 
de jeunes personnes, pour avoir pris du lait, ou pour avoir fait 
usage de compositions emm£nagogues,” p. 319. 

The division we have made, we think can be defended, by 
both reason and practical observation. 

Under the first head, or “ the leucorrhcea of direct irritation," 
we would consider all such instances of this discharge, as follow 
an active inflammation of the mucous membrane of the uterus or 
vagina produced by some local cause: as laborious parturition ; 
application of instruments ; excess of venery ; irritating substances 
applied to the surface of the vagina ; extraneous bodies introduced 
into it; a prolapsed uterus;* tumours within the vagina; injec- 
tions of too stimulating a kind ; or from the simple inflammation 
of the parts, as every portion of the body is liable to such attacks, 
without our being able to determine why this, or that part may 
have been selected.' We have known, in a number of instances, 
leucorrhcea to follow a lingering or tedious labour, both where 
instruments may have been used, and where they were not, &c. 

Under the second head, or “ the leucorrhcea of remote, or indi- 
rect irritation,” we would range all such Instances in which the • 
vagina sympathizes with some other portions of the body ; as 
with the uterus during pregnancy; or, in long-obstructed menses ; 
producing, or becoming, what is called chlorosis; as when the 
menstrual action is about to furnish the catamenial discharge ; or 
just after that action has ceased. With the rectum, when subject 
to hemorrhoids; or when irritated by ascarides; with the gums, 
as in early dentition ; with the stomach when dyspeptic, &c. 

Under the third, or “ leucorrhcea of habit," we would enume- 

* Of this particular cause, ws have had occasion to speak under the head of 
M Prolapsus Uteri,* 9 which see. 
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rate those instances, which continue after the active or inflalllP 
matory condition of the parts has ceased ; as after syphilis or 
gonorrhoea, and become like “ gleet ” in the male ; a prolapsed 
uterus restored; or a tumour removed; for the vessels of the 
uterus and vagina seem to have less recuperative power than 
any other portions of the body. Almost every partjof the body, 
which is susceptible of action, may have that action to continue 
after it has been once excited, though the exciting cause be re- 
moved; we witness it in the nervous, and muscular systems* ?s 
in chorea, hooping-cough, &c.; in the vascular and glandular 
systems, as in the continuance of spitting, after the action 4>f 
mercury has ceased; in the membranous and vascular systems* 
as the discharge of mucous after dysentery; and, agreeably to 
Mr. Hunter, as in the gleet after gonorrhoea. He distinguishes 
the condition of the mucous membrane of the urethra in gonojr- 
rhcea, and in gleet, in the following manner. “ The venereal in- 
flammation is of such a nature as to go off of itself, or to wear 
itself out; or, in other words, it is such an action of the living 
powers as can subsist but a given time. But this is not the cast 
with a gleet, which seems to take its rise from a habit of action 
which the parts have contracted, as they have no disposition to 
lay aside this action, it of course is continued; for, we find in 
those gonorrhoeas which last long, and are tedious in their cure, 
that this habit is more rooted than in those which go off soon," 
Treatise on the Yen. Dis. art. Gleet. 

It is, in many instances, precisely the same in leucorrhcea : the 
mucous membrane of the vagina may be irritated, by a sponta- 
neous inflammation; by mechanical agencies; by acrid' sub- 
stances; by morbid poisons; or perhaps by some sympathetic 
influence, so as to produce leucorrhcea. The irritating causes 
may, nevertheless, be altogether withdrawn; yet the surface 
which had for so long a time continued to produce the fluor 
albus, will from habit persevere in its production. Hence, the 
leucorrhcea of long standing, is always much more difficult to 
overcome, than the one which is in its primitive and active con- 
dition. But this last species, it may be remarked, very rarely' 
occtirs, and is perhaps more common after gonorrhoea, than after 
any other cause. 

Gardien seems desirous to establish a species of leucorrhcea, 
n purely local;” we have endeavoured to prove them all to be 
so: but in this effort he unquestionably confounds two distinct 
conditions of the mucous membrane of the vagina. He says, 
" The acute uterine catarrh is a purely local affection, and de- 
pends on a peculiar irritation of the genital organs. It offers 
four periods in its progress; the first is announced by an itching, 
at first slight, of the vulva and interior of the vagina, which is 
occasionally extended to the womb. The woman complains of 
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a considerable heal in the vicinity of this organ ; of a feeling of 
ryness, which suspends immediately the secretion of iho g 
sme S which lubricate the vagta, ,V tfS'„°f7h e bfck' S 
loins; the itching increases, and sometimes becomes insupporta 
ble In some cases it augments the sexual appetite ; if "E* 
position be yielded to, the disease is aggravated. This neriod i, 
acconrpacted bv frequent disposition tfpass the urine!” ^ “ 
The second period, which takes place on the second or third 
&. C , l i." aC " r '” d discharge, not «"y ,bu„d,M 

I • | ’ , ls au S me ats in quantity, and assumes a green or vel 
lowsh colour, varying in intensity according to thede^eeof 

main L , I, he ard ° r Urin ® becomes ™re fatiguing. Thl labia 
inflirnm r e vag p a ’ and sometimes the urethra? show signs of 

cemraS i„ n - th e F T- r S ° me,imes ensucs ’ ,he at firsl com 
l.nnmoh • . the , ,0lns > someiimes extend to the groins, to the 

“ in .he T Par | 0f ,he ,hi 8 fls - aad perineum.” 

the intensity of thT^fl W1 ' Ch begmS ° n the nin,h or ten,h da y. 
charts lSt l h ,nf ! ammator y symptoms diminish; the dis- 

offerfshades o? e y t C ° PI ° US , ; •“ successivel y becomes thicker and 
t- • • I of colour, until it grows entirely white* then it «nnn 
d.mimshes, and the ardor urimf suddenly “ 8000 

. . ie our, b period, which forms the passage to the chronic 
some f PreSen ' S . ma "y irre golarities; the discharge disappears fo? 
ome time, and returns without obvious cause. That P of which 
he matter is flocculent, or resembles glairy threads or iellv is 
commonly most difficult to cure,” p. 324. 1 Y ’ 

lernTs e ihe V «/ made ', b , is ,0 " g ex,ract ’ concerning what the author 

lllThe a t gU ’” ! ° Sh ° W ’ lha ' he ^founds almosl 

ly “ le catarrl^ni4 0,m va 8 ma uad c r °ne general head ; name- 
ly, le catarrhe utdrin ; than which there cannot well be a more 

obvious error: thus, the purulent discharge of gonorrhoea Mhe 
mere increase of the natural discharge, or the temporary autr 

Sin he° n | 0f (wh i ich u e considers ci,her sympaihetic or critl* 
eoni , ,• T S ^ nder ,be same head - but took* upon them as 
constitutional. But a disease which he admits to be locaTand 

aca/e, and of which we have given his own account, he also makes 

either ” '? 068 ? bUt 10 Which il has not ,he slightest analogy 
either in its symptoms, or in the method of cure; for the disease 

in question consists of a peculiar inflammation, and often, imes an 

SfiSSSTv^Ski part . of ,he vagina / and of ,hc ^SZ 
& ,he " pn,rii “ s " ° f *"• 

to or h o e ei C ? arg? .K 0nS,i,Uting l euco rrhoea, is declared by authors 
to proceed from the uterus and vagina. To determine this point, 
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may not appear at first sight to be of much consequence ; yet the 
practitioner may find it of great use in making his prescriptions; 
for the remedies which may be found useful in the one instance, 
may fail altogether in the other. We are of opinion, that this 
discharge rarely proceeds from the cavity of the uterus; even in 
its most aggravated form ; and when it does, it must always be 
looked upon as the most difficult of management. 

If Dr. Cullen’s definition be admitted, leucorrhcea would be 
limited to the internal cavity of the uterus itself. 

He says, “ Every serous or puriform discharge from the vagina 
may be, and has been comprehended under one or other of these 
appellations — leucorrhcea, fluor albus, or whites. Such dis- 
charges may be various, and may proceed from various causes, 
not yet well ascertained ; but I confine myself here to treat of 
those discharges alone which may be presumed to proceed from 
the same vessels , which in their natural state pour out the menses .” 

From this definition of fluor albus, it will be perceived at once 
that a pregnant woman cannot have this complaint; yet the fact 
is notorious, that all women, (or at least with very few excep- 
tions, as far as our observations have extended,) have, during 
this period, a greater discharge from the vagina than when they 
are not pregnant: and many have not this discharge, as already 
noticed, but at such times. Now, the discharge which continues, 
and even increases during pregnancy, and that which only takes 
place at that period, cannot be leucorrhcea; or Dr. Cullen, con- 
fining this complaint to the “ vessels, which, in their natural 
state, pour out the menses,” must be wrong. Astruc, indeed, 
declares, he has seen both leucorrhcea and the menses flow at the 
same time. 

“ I conclude,” says the doctor, “ a discharge from the vagina 
to be of this kind, (namely, from the vessels which furnish the 
menses.) 1. From this happening to women who are subject to 

an immoderate flow of the menses, and liable to this from causes 
weakening the vessels of the uterus.” 

. To this we would observe, that there is no natural connexion 
between the two complaints, as stated by Dr. Cullen ; for our ex- 
perience furnishes us with so many exceptions to this rule, that 
we cannot look upon them as necessarily associated : we have 
seen many instances of menorrhagia without leucorrhcea; and 
we have seen more cases of leucorrhcea without menorrhagia. 
Besides, the Doctor attributes this discharge following immode- 
rate flows of the menses, to “ causes weakening the vessels of the 
uterus.” It is an evidence of weakened vessels, when they are 
forced to secrete a fluid of a colour and quality different from 
that of the natural, and at the same time very much more abun- 
dant. Is not secretion an action ; and if that action produces a 
greater quantity of a material, than it does when it is acknow- 
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ledged to be in health, would it not seem to imply an increase of 
power, rather than a diminution of force? What would seem to 
be the natural consequence of a weakened state of the uterine 
vessels, or any other vessels in a state of weakness? Certainly, 
that they must perform a lesser, instead of a greater duty. 

If the vessels of a part are really weakened, it seems to follow, 
that less exertion can be expected from them than when in a 
state of health and vigour; yet, agreeably to this doctrine, they 
perform more than in that state of vigour, because they are 
weaker, and (as we should think) less able to do so. It would 
also appear, that when vessels were really weakened, they would 
be less able to transmit their contents; yet more is poured out — 
first, in the form of blood, as in menorrhagia ; and then of an 
elaborated fluid, called fluor albus; for- elaborated it really is; 
yet these vessels are said to be weaker than in a state of health. 

But would it not seem to be a natural effect, if the vessels of 
a part be preternaturally weak, that the loss of several ounces of 
blood immediately from them, would increase this weakness? 
Yet, so far is this from being the case, agreeably to the scheme 
of Dr. Cullen and many others, that they must be strengthened; 
since the fluid they evacuate is more elaborated, and in greater 
quantity, than in a state of health. Will any one declare the 
vessels of the kidneys to be in a state of weakness in diabetes, 
because they yield quadruple the ordinary quantity of urine? will 
any one say that the salivary glands are in a state of weakness, 
because they secrete a superabundant quantity of saliva, under 
the action of mercury ? 

But Dr. Cullen does not stand alone in this assumption ; for 
most of the writers upon the subject have yielded to the same 
erroneous opinion; thus, Chambon, Denman, Leake, Vigarous, 
Gardien, # Capuron, Burns, &c., all talk of debility, either local or 
constitutional, as the cause of leucorrhcea. Even Mr. Clarke, 
who has written so ably upon several of the complaints of fe- 
males, joins in the same belief. 

Mr. Hunter says, that “ the term weakness, gives us no idea 
of a disease: and, indeed, there is none that can be annexed to 
the expression. By mechanical weakness is understood the ina- 
bility to perform some action, or sustain some force. By ani- 
mal weakness the same thing is understood: but when the ex- 
pression is applied to the animals performing an uncommon or 
additional action, I do not understand it.” Treatise, art. Gleet. 

“2d. From its appearing chiefly, and often only a little before, 
as well as immediately after, the flow of the menses.” 

This will certainly prove nothing in favour of the position of 

* Gardicn, it must be observed, has scarcely done more than given a literal 
translation of a great part of Cullen’s chapter on this subject. 
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Dr. Cullen ; Tor, though we admit it to be a fact, in many in- 
stances, that the discharge is increased “ a Tittle before ” the ap- 
pearance of the menses, it is not always the case, immediately 
after; though if it were allowed to be precisely as stated by Dr. 
Cullen, it would not confirm his doctrine, nor militate against the 
explanation we shall give of that phenomenon. . 

It is admitted by all, be their theories of menstruation what 
they may, that there is more blood invited to the uterus and its 
dependencies at the time the menses are about to be secreted, 
during their secretion, and immediately after, than at any other 
period, except when this organ is in a state of gravidity; it will 
not then be disputed, that this increase of blood is intended to 
furnish the menstruous fluid ; and that this process is effected by an 
increase of action in the vessels of the uterus. Now, when the 
vessels of the uterus and vagina are more abundantly supplied 
with blood, it is more than probable that the vessels on the se- 
creting surfaces of these parts will be urged from this stimulus to 
greater duty; and consequently, made to furnish a greater supply 
of the fluid they are in the habit of eliminating; and, hence, the 
appearance and sometimes increase of this discharge.* This will 
therefore account for the fluid being more abundant just before 
the menses appear; and a continuation of this action, (which it is 
nowise doubtful sometimes exists,) after the menses have been 
pourdd out, will account for the fluor albus, or an increase of dis- 
charge at this time. For it may again be proper to observe, that 
the engorged state of the vessels of the vagina during pregnancy, 
produces very often the same consequences ; w hen it is every way 
certain, that this discharge cannot be furnished “from the same 
vessels which, in their natural state, pour out the menses.” 

“ 3d. From the flow’ of the menses being diminished, in propor- 
tion as the leucorrhoea is increased.” 

Were this statement a fact, it would not interfere in the least 
With an explanation that is easily and well ascertained to have 
this effect in other portions of the. body ; namely, that the conges- 
tive state of the uterine vessels, so essential to the production of 
the menses, are relieved to a certain extent, by the continual 
drain of fluids from the vagina.f But the assumption of Dr. 
Cullen, that the menses diminish in proportion to the increase of 

* Dr. Cullen himself tells us, par. 988, that though the leucorrhma depends 
chief!/ upon the laxity mentioned, (of the extreme vessels of the uterus,) it may 
have proceeded from irritation inducing that laxity, and seems to be alwayt in. 
created by any irriimiiont applied to the utervo." 

t Every body i a familiar with the influence of drains of every kind in relieving 
local inflammation, and congestion. It is upon this principle, that blisters, issues, 
and setons, are constantly employed, with so much success, in cates where this 
kind of counter-irritation is required, or even where it is desirable to counteract 
the waste from discharging surfaces, be these discharges stnguincous, serous, .or 
purulent, or wherever situated. 
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leucorrhoea, is contradicted by all observation; for all writers 
declare, that those women who are subject to menorrhagia, are 
most liable to leucorrhoea. Indeed, he says himself, that it often 
follows, or accompanies this complaint. 

“4th. From the leucorrhoea continuing after the menses have 
entirely ceased, and with some appearance of its observing a •> 
perodical recurrence.” , 

This statement appears to us to be conclusive against the Doc- 
tor’s argument ; for if the same vessels furnished both the men- 
strual and leucorrhoeal discharge in the early part of life, why 
should these vessels be unable to furnish the menses in the latter 
part, if they are still as capable as formerly, of throwing out the 
discharge of fluor albus? It must, however, be remembered, 
that leucorrhoea is by no means so common after the cessation of 
the menses as before, unless there is some organic lesion of 
either the uterus or vagina ; and when this is the case, every 
body seems to agree, that this discharge should not be considered 
as a genuine leucorrhoea. 

“ 5th. From the leucorrhoea being accompanied with the effects 
of the menorrhagia.”* y- 

This is a most hasty and ill-founded conclusion : for hemor- 
rhoids, a diseased liver, or diseased viscera of any kind; a sore 
leg, &c. &c., will have, after a certain time, almost every symp- 
tom described by Dr. Cullen, as belonging to menorrhagia. 

“6th. From the discharge having been neither preceded by, 
nor accompanied with, symptoms of any topical affections of the 
uterus.” 

Now, if this prove any thing, it should be the reverse of what 
Dr. Cullen seems to insist on, namely, that leucorrhoea “ pro- 
ceeds from the same vessels, which, in their natural state, pour 
out the menses;” for how a want of evidence, of “topical affec- 
tions of the uterus,” should prove the identity of the vessels which 
furnish at one time the menses, at another the matter of fluor 
albus, is really beyond our comprehension. His seventh argu- 
ment we shall not notice, as it has not the slightest bearing upon 
the subject. 

* “When, in consequence of the circumstances, aud the repetition of them, 
(tho too frequent, and too abundant menses,) the face becomes pale; the pulse 
grow® week ; an unusual debility is felt in exercise; when, also, the back becomes 
pained from any continuance in an erect posture ; when the extremities become 
frequently cold; and when, in the evening, the feet appear affected with oedema- 
tons swellings; we may, from these symptoms, certainly conclude, that the flow 
of the menses has been immoderate, and has already induced a dangerous state of 
debility.*' First Lines, par. 973. 

“The debility thus induced, does often discover itself also by the affections of 
the stomach, anorexia, and other symptoms of dyspepsia; by a palpitation of the 
heart, and frequent faintness; by a weakness of mind liabte to strong emotions 
from slight onuses, especially when suddenly presented.’* Far. 973. 
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I have never been perfectly satisfied, but in three or four ih-* 
stances, of the very many cases of leucorrhcea which have been 
under my care, that the discharge in question proceeded from 
the cavity of the uterus.* In all these cases, the following pecu- 
liarities were present. 1st. During the night, there would be no 
discharge whatever; but upon rising, there would be a very 
abundant one, of a glairy, tenacious substance; sometimes mix#<£ 
with some of a purulent appearance.t 2d. That during the day, 
when it did escape, it was always suddenly, and accompanied by' 
a sensation of effort within. 3d. That when a piece of sponge" 
was introduced into the vagina at night, with a view of deter- 
mining the point, it was never found filled with the kind of ma U 
ter that would very quickly issue when this was removed. 4t&' 
AH these cases I found to be incurable, though capable of some 
relief. 5th. All these women were barren. 

These considerations make us believe, that fluor albus has it * 
seat, for the most part, in the vagina. We believe, farther, that 
it is almost always local; but from the excess of quantity* or * 
peculiarity of quality, the system frequently becomes involved. 
Mr. Clark says, “The constitution is rarely affected in this dis-" 
ease: the action of the heart and arteries is not increased, and the 
functions of health are seldom interrupted.” VoL iu p. 14. This 
statement is in entire conformity with my own experience, as far 
as regards the first, and sometimes the second stage, that I make 
of this complaint, as I shall observe presently; but in the third, 
the system suffers, in a greater or less degree, the same altera- 
tions which any long-continued irritation or excessive discharges 
of any kind produce upon it. The quantity of the discharge will 
almost necessarily determine in what degree the system at large 
suffers, or at least when this compleinl is idiopathic; and such it 
almost always is. But when this discharge is purely sympathetic, 
the disease, of which it may be merely an anomalous symptom* 
must, in great measure, determine the degree of injury the system 
may sustain — as iu cases of ascarides; hemorrhoids; prolapsus 

* It will be seen, that I am not disposed to deny altogether, that leachorrbcB* 
may occasionally have its seat iu the uterus; 1 only wish to be understood, that 
1 do not by any means think it as common as authors would lead us to suppose. 
Morgagni tells us expressly,, he pressed from the orifice of the uterus a matter 
resembling that which the woman was wont to render from the vagina while 
living. But he also tells us of an instance, in which the matter was confined to 
the vagina alone; and which, he expressly slates, had no higher origin than the 
vagina. Epiet. xvi. art. 47. 

t “The uterus is lined throughout with a mucous membrane ; w the “secretion 
from this membrano is permanent;** the mucus secreted by this membrane, “re- 
sembles, in consistence and appearance, the uncoagulated while of an egg, and 
does not differ from mucus in other parts of the body.”(cr) 

(a) " According to the experiments of Mr. William Braude, mucus eonsisU of albumen and 
soda.”— Clarke on Diseases of Females, vol. i. p. IS. — An. fid. 
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uteri, &c. &c., though it will be evident, that the two diseases 
will deteriorate the constitution faster, than either would alone. 

But whether this discharge proceed from the uterus or vagina, 
or both, it is evidently maintained by some local, or, perhaps, 
specific irritation; but of the nature of which I am not prepared 
to decide; but its influence is evidently spent upon the vaginal 
lacunae, or glands, which, in a state of health, furnish the mois- 
ture so important to this part. In my present consideration of 
this subject, I would wish to be understood, not to include the 
dischage, which is symptomatic of some derangement of the 
proper substance of the uterus, or that which always accompa- 
nies a prolapsus of this organ: these will be treated of under 
their respective heads. 

The idiopathic forms of this disease may be divided into three 
stages; each of which requires a little difference of management; 
in the first, or most simple form, the matter discharged is glairy 
and transparent; or resembling a thin starch made by boiling; 
this, from its tenacity, very often accumulates in considerable 
quantity within the vagina, and is suddenly discharged, from time 
to time, either by its own weight, or from some sudden exertion 
of the woman; especially, upon stooping, or lifting a weight — 
this never becomes acrid, unless there is the most reprehensible 
neglect of cleanliness; nor, so far as I have observed, is the san- 
guiferous system generally implicated, though it may take place 
occasionally in women constitutionally plethoric, or very feeble, 
and where it is easy to suppose it might be called into action by 
a trifling irritation. But the irritation, or inflammation, which 
provokes this increase of discharge from these parts, is in com- 
mon so local, and so mild, as to exert no influence whatever upon 
the general system. But this is not always so, as we have just 
admitted; especially, if the system be easily brought into sympa- 
thy from local irritations: in this case, as we shall observe pre- 
sently, the sanguiferous system will be found disturbed. 

It is probable, that this peculiar mucus may be furnished by 
the neck of the uterus alone; and, therefore, this first stage may 
consist of the inflammation of this part; since, agreeably to Mr. 
Clarke, this part yields a fluid differing, at least in sensible quali- 
ties, from that found upon the surface of the vagina. He informs 
us, that w the mucus secreted by the glands of the nock of the 
uterus, contains less water than any other mucus in the body, 
approaching nearer to the nature of a solid than that of a fluid 
body; it is semi transparent, and possessed of great tenacity; it 
adheres to the fingers like bird-lime. ,, “These glands, (of the 
neck of the uterus,) in a state of health, perform the office of 
secretion in pregnancy only; or if at any other time, the matter 
secreted is of a very different kind, so resembling common mucus, 
as not to be distinguished from it.” Clarke, vol. i. p. 17. 

ft* 
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In the stage now under consideration/ (namely, the first,) we 
sometimes find the discharge vary from time to time, without the 
woman being able to account for the difference of appearance: 
but these changes must have causes, however occult they may 
be: I think I have almost always traced them to some impru- 
dence on the part of tfie patient; for, ihough the complaint is 
confessedly a troublesome one, it does not always challenge the 
attention of those labouring under it, sufficiently to secure their 
best aid in getting well of it — hence, errors in diet will be com- 
mitted; costiveness permitted for a long time together; cleanR* 
ness will oftentimes be neglected; over exertions will be made, 
or a series of fatiguing duties wHl be submitted to, all of which 
will have more or less influence upon the parts concerned in the 
production of this discharge. 

During the attempt to cure this complaint, every thing capable 
of increasing it should be carefully avoided; and the female will 
find her best interests involved in the most strict conformity to 
the physician's directions for this purpose. While on the other 
hand, the physician will find it best to be very particular in his 
inquiries respecting the quantity and the appearance of the dis- 
charge, as he can only prescribe with certainty and effect, while 
his attention is directed to these points. It is but by the uniform, 
or varying appearance of the discharge, that he can determine 
the actual state of this disease; whether his remedies are acting 
according to his intentions, or that he can be led to suspect a 
want of fidelity to her own health, on the part of the patient. 

It is possible that the inflammation, (or perhaps only a form 
of it,) which gives rise to ihe first stage of fluor albus, may be 
confined to the neck of the uterus alone for a considerable length 
of time; but if it be suffered to remain unheeded, it will sooner 
or later, and in different degrees, involve the surface of ihe va- 
gina. Or the inflammation may suffer various degrees of intea- 


* It has been thonght by some, (hat the difference in the appearance of the dit- 
charges in leucorrhcea, and from whreh we derive the stages into which we have 
divided this complaint, did not indicate the degree, or the inveteracy of it ; but 
rather determined the part of the genital system which furnished it, or the specific 
nature of the inflammation that produced the matter discharged. Thus, Chambont 
thinks, when the discharge is green, that it proceeds from “one disposition pro- 
chaine ati scorbut, q*ii out un vice dartreux nncien, ou scrophuleux ou 6r6«ipd!a- 
teux.’* But the various shades of eolour which this discharge assumes, only 
manifest the intensity of the irritation. Notwithstanding, we have divided the 
complaint into three stages, because, in general, when lef) to itself, it goes regu- 
larly through them, yet the force of the irritating cause may be so very great, as 
to make the first discharge observed by the woman, of the quality of the third 
stage. We have seen this in a number of instances; but we think it has almost 
always happened after some severe mechanical injury done to the vagina : hence 
it » more frequent after severe labours. 


t vol. ii. p. 113. 
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sity, while its location is confined to its original seat, namely, 
the neck of the uterus. 

It may look like a gratuitous assumption to those who make 
leucorrhoea consist solely in a “weakness” of the uterus and 
vagina, to declare, that in the first stage of this complaint, an 
inflammation really exists in the neck of this organ. But such is 
the fact; at least so far as certain phenomena, without the aid of 
ocular demonstration, will warrant such a conclusion. In the 
first place, it seems that the quality of the natural secretion of this 
part is altered ;* for from being of extreme tenacity , and conside- 
rable density, it becomes less tenacious, transparent, and thinner, 
in the second, that still farther changes can be imposed upon the 
discharge by such causes as are calculated to augment the gene- 
ral action of the system, or to increase local determination ;f in 
the third place, when this part is touched, and even this not 
rudely, pain is invariably produced $ in the fourth place* that 
parts both adjacent and remote are frequently brought into sym- 
pathy from this condition of the neck of the uterus ;§ and in the 
fifth place, the remedies found most effectual for the removal of 
the complaint, are opposite in quality to those which would be 
employed, did the discharge in lluor albus depend upon weak- 
ness. || 


* It has just been declared above, that the natural secretion of the neck of tho* 
uterus, was 44 semi transparent, and of great tenacity ; adhering to the fingers like 
hird’Krne.” It seems, then, the first degree of morbid change, alters the secre- 
tion to one that 44 is glairy and transparent, or resembling a thin starch made by 
-boiling,” A greater degree makes it 44 opaque, and. of a perfectly white colour; 
and it resembles, in consistence, a mixture of staroh and Water made without heats 
or thin eream; it is easily washed from the finger aAer an examination, and it te 
capable of being diffused through water, rendering it turbid.”-— Clarke on the 
Diseases of Females, vol. ii. p. 5. • 

t- An attuck of fever, high living, excess of venery, exercise carried to fatigue, 
intemperance in drinking, over stimulating injections, excessive eostiveness, an 
attack of hemorrhoids, and approach of the menstrual period,, will each occasion*, 
ally increase the irritation at the neck of the uterus. 

t 44 A' morbid state of the glands in the cervix of the uterus, probably gives rise 
to this discharge, at least, the cases in which it comes away, are those in whieh 
the symptoms are referred to this part, andnvhen pressure is made upon this part, 
under such circumstances, the woman complains of considerable pain.” 4 — Clarke 
on the Diseases of Females, vol. i. p. 37. 

§ A pain in the small of llte back, hi almost sure to attend a morbid condition 
of the cervix uteri, as in cancers, ulcers, lesions from rude delivery, or the incau- 
. tious use of instruments. The bladder is frequently urged to discharge itself, and 
a numbness is felt down the thighs. 

U Mr.. Clarke makes two species of 44 the transparent mucous discharge ;*• the* 
first, is that which originates from, and is accompanied* by, increased action of 
the vessels of the parts. The second, that which originates in debility ; in whieh 
latter case, the former may terminate. — Clarke on the Diseases of Females, vol. i. 
p. 30(k 

It will be seen, that we acknowledge but the first of these as an original die* 
ease; and that when the inflammatory stage is subdued, and the discharge con* 
tin ues, it then becomes 44 the leucorrhoea of habit ;**• whieh almost always taken 
plaoe before the eve is completed. 
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Method of Cure of the first Stage of jLeucorrhesa. 

The cure should be commenced, by directing the parts to be 
regularly washed with warm water, three or four times a day— 
if the patient be plethoric, I cause her to be well purged ; confine 
her to milk and vegetable diet; and sometimes, order her to lose 
blood* — when the pulse is sufficiently reduced by these means, 
or if the pulse be in a proper condition without them, I exhibit 
the tincture of cantharides; of this 1 direct thirty drops every 
morning, noon, and evening, in a little sugar and water ; increasing 
the dose every third day, five drops at a time, until stranguryf 
is produced, unless the disease is arrested, which is not unfre- 
quently the case before this symptom appears. Should the com- 
plaint withstand the first strangury, 1 am not discouraged, but 
recommence the tincture at the original dose of thirty drops, and 
increase it as before, uatil a difficulty in making water is again 
experienced — it rarely, however, withstands the second irritation 
of the bladder. 

Astringent injections are employed as soon as a change i& ob- 
served in the discharge; that is, by its becoming thinner and 
more abundant, but never until then , should this require three or 
four stranguries to effect it. The best kind of astringent injec- 
tions, arc the acetate of zinc, in the proportion of five or six 
grains to the ounce of water, or the sulphate of copper in solo* 
tio% in the proportion of a scruple to half a drachm to eight 
ounces of water ; either of these may bo employed three times, 
a day. taking care^o wash out the vagina with* soap and water 
previously. 

During the treatment of leucorrhcea, too'little attention is com- 
monly paid to cleanliness; if this necessary act be neglected as 
reprehensibly as it generally is, very little good will be derived 
from the prosecution of the best plan of cure. On this account, 
we importunately urge the compliance with the direction, of fre- 
quent washings with warm water, as well as the cleansing of 
the vagina, by throwing up it several syringes Cull of warm soap 


* It may be well to observe, that a aitiet antiphlogistic plan is. constantly pur- 
sued during the cure of either stage of this complaint, until we arc assured the 
discharge is maintained by habit.. 

t I always direct my patient to desist from the use of the tincture, as soon as 
she feels the approach of strangury, and not to resume it until all uneasiness dis- 
appears. If the strangury be severe, the free use of flax-seed tea, barley water, or 
gum Arabic water is directed — to lake five and thirty drops of laudanum, and go 
to bed. Should this not succeed, an enema of a gill of thin starch, a tea-spoonful 
of laudanum, and thirty grains of finely powdered camphor must be given — so far 
as I recoiled, this enema has never failed, it may also be proper to mention^ that 
the tincture of cantharides I employ, is fifty per cent, stronger than the ordinary 
Uuotore of the shops ; or* in other words, where they use two drachms, I use three 
for making the tincture* 
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suds; especially before the injections, intended immediately for 
the complaint, are administered. By this plan, two important 
objects are gained; first, the matter occupying the vagina, is 
removed, frequently ; and thus is prevented all the injuries that 
might arise from its stagnation; secondly, the suilace of the 
vagina is deterged by this means, and the medicated injunctions 
have full opportunity to exert their influence upon the inflamed 
surface that furnishes the discharge. 

It is also difficult to secure compliance, as regards diet and 
drinks — the patient, her friends, and, perhaps, the physician, 
declare the disease to be a disease of “ weakness;” one, winch 
requires tonic and stimulating reipedics for its cure; hence, the 
most stimulating and nutritious articles of diet, are generally had 
recourse to, to the manifest injury of the patient. 

We have never witnessed an instance of the first stage ot this 
complaint, attended by such a degree of debility as would re- 
quire either tonics, or animal diet for its relief. Mr. C larke has 
fallen into an error upon this subject, at which we are not a little 
surprised ; especially, as his general view of the disease is cor- 
rect and well founded. 

He savs, “The food should be of the lightest kind , such as 
animal broths and jellies; vegetable jellies, bread properly ler- 
mented and well baked.”* This selection of food seems in direct 
variance with his opinions of the complaint, for he has declared 
the neck of the womb to be in a state of inflammation; and has 
also said, that “if this disease arises from inflammatory action, 
this must be removed before any endeavour to restrain it is em- 
ployed ; for as the discharge during its continuance lessens the 
disease which occasioned it, it should not be checked unti sue 
inflammatory action is diminished. ”f Yet he advises “ animal 
broths and jellies” during the inflammatory stage of this com- 
plaint ; than which nothing can be more contradictory. 

He appears, however, to look upon the modifications of animal 
substances to do away their specific nutritive and stimulating 
qualities; for in the very paragraph in which h e vises the j»e 
of “'animal broths and jellies,” he tells us, “ it will be better that 
the patient should not eat solid animal food until the powers ot the 
stomach are, in some degree, restored” Now, it is very well 
ascertained that the stomach will almost always better assimilate 
small quantities of solid animal food, than the preparations he has 
recommended. But “ when the powers of the digestive organs 
become more vigorous, recourse may be had to animal food; 
and this is not all, for he also says, “Wine, either pure or mlx o 
with water, as may best suit the palate or the stomac , may e 
allowed in moderate quantities.”^ The medical tieatment con 


► Vol. I. p. 316. 


t Vol. L p. 34. 


X Ibid. p. 16. 
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aisle of the exhibition of the various tonics, both vegetable and 
mineral. We are not acquainted with the agency that a difference 
of climate, constitution, and mode of life may have, to render 
the above plan successful in the part of the world in which Mr. 
Clarke resides; but certain it is, we could not succeed with such 
treatment in this country, even in those cases where debility 
might appear to be the most certain of the causes, which pro- 
duced the disease in question. 

It is true, that the view Mr. Clarke has taken of this complaint, 
ip the instances for which the above plan is recommended, would 
certainly justify the treatment recommended, were K a true one* 
namely, that it is a disease of “Weakness;” but this character of 
the disease, is the debateable point; and here we are unfortu- 
nately at issue-— ho believes in the existence of the complaint from f 
“ weakness;” we declare, that until it becomes the 44 leucorrhoea 
of habit,” local inflammation is always present; and that with 
this state of the neck of the uterus, the system at large sometimes 
sympathizes so much as to require strict attention to be paid to 
its condition; and that this condition requires, for some time, 
depletion and an antiphlogistic regimen. But notwithstanding 
this, we will not say that Mr. Clarke has not met with cases to 
justify the mode of treatment he recommends; we mean merely 
to insist that we have never met with a case, where the anti- 
phlogistic plan was not necessary, when there was evidence of 
this inflamed condition of the neck of the uterus. 

But what is still more surprising, Mr. Clarke declares in ano* 
ther part of his work,* that “in ordinary cases, the most suc- 
cessful mode of treatment is to take away some blood, either by 
cupping or by leeches applied to the groin or to the back ; and 
it may be necessary to repeat the local bleedings several times. 
If sympathetic fever be present, it will be prudent to open a large 
vessel, but this is seldom necessary, and all useful purposes are 
answered by local blood-letting.” 

It may not be thought amiss to repeat, that where there is evi- 
dence of this condition of the neck of the uterus, it must be 
met by blood-letting, putting, and low diet. It must, however, 
be adcnilted that the degree of inflammation is rarely so high as 
to require a repetition of blood-letting, either general or topical. 
The low-seated pain at the very bottom of the back, pain within 
the vagina upon sitting down, together with a somewhat severe 
irritation about the neck of the bladder, with frequent desire to 
make water, though very strongly characterizing the disease in, 
a certain stage, are but rarely met with. 

It is a circumstance worthy of remark, and one every way 
calculated to confirm the correctness of the pathology adopted 

• Vvl, IL p. 34. 


Digitized by 


Google 



LHUCOK&aafrJ.*' 


71 


of this complaint, that the discharge successively alters its cha- 
racter as the disease diminishes by the successful application of 
ihe remedial means. For as the pain and inflammation abate, 
the discharge becomes thinner and more transparent, and if the 
cantharides have been successful, nothing but the natural dis- 
charge of the part is discovered to issue from the vagina. 

In this stage of the complaint, medicated injections are not al- 
ways necessary; for after the system will bear with profit the 
tinctura lyttae, it for the most part soon puts a stop to the dis- 
charge. Should the discharge, however, be copious and obsti- 
nate, after it has become thinner, it is best to aid the cure by in- 
jections, provided it is not a young girl that is the subject of the 
complaint; or should the discharge resume its late appearance, 
the system must again be acted upon by blood-letting, or a few 
repetitions of smart purging. 

Exercise of a very moderate kind may be indulged in, but fa- 
tigue should always be very carefully avoided ; passions or emo- 
tions of the mind should be guarded against, and venery very 
little indulged in. 

In the second stage, the matter discharged has a white, yel- 
lowish, or purulent appearance — it is usually more abundant 
than in the first stage; and is constantly leaving the vagina by a 
uniform stillicidium. If proper attention be not paid to cleanli- 
ness, it may become offensive, or may even excoriate — this state 
is almost always accompanied with pain in the back, hips, and 
in the region of the pubes; the woman’s complexion is generally 
sallow; and when the discharge is excessive, she becomes sub- 
ject to a train of nervous symptoms, which are both troublesome 
to the patient, and difficult of management to the physician. This 
stage consists of an extension of the inflammation with which the 
first stage commenced ; it has now spread to the vagina, the sur- 
face of which at this time principally furnishes the fluid that is 
discharged. The character of the fluor is also changed; it is 
now of a deep white, or yellowish colour, resembling thick cream 
that has stood some time. 

The system is almost always distinctly involved in this second 
stage; for if the pulse be carefully examined, it will be found 
hard, wiry, and irritated — in this stage, as in the former, the 
most scrupulous attention to cleanliness is recommended — I purge 
most commonly; confine the patient to a vegetable diet; and 
sometimes bleed — I am sure, that in every stage of fluor albus, 
time is always saved, as well as a material point gained, by a 
brisk catharsis in the commencement of the curative plan ; it 
should therefore never be neglected. When the pulse is in a 
proper state to bear the tincture of cantharides, it is to be exhi- 
bited as above directed ; subject to the same restrictions and dis- 
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tinctions, but with this difference, that we may commence ad- 
vantageously, in proper subjects, with injections; but they should 
be of the sedative kind ; a weak solution of the acetate of lead is 



In the third stage, there is an aggravation of all the symptoms 
of the second; the discharge is of a greenish colour, and is fre- 
quently tinged with blood — I consider both the last forms but 
exalted degrees of the first; that is, the inflammation is greater 
in their numerical order ; in the last, therefore, we have more to 
contend with than in the second ; and more in the second than in 
the first. It seems that this complaint, when neglected, is apt to 
run spontaneously through all these changes, and is truly one of 
the diseases which rarely cures itself. These changes are more 
certain and strongly marked in women who are a little advanced 
in life* than in younger subjects; and especially with those who^ 
have borne many children, and who are inattentive to cleanli-^ 
ness; and in such, it is also more difficult to remove. 

It is thought by many that there is a risk in stopping this com- 
plaint too suddenly ;f indeed, almost all the writers upon this sub- ** 
ject may be considered as of this opinion. Yet our experience 
goes to prove that ils effects upon the constitution are such as to 
render its cure a most desirable thing; for it not only does in- 
jury to the„woman, but also- to her offspring. The latter, indeed, 
are seldom other than puny, and not unfrequently die in early 
infancy. But it is not very strange, that the notion that there is 
danger in curing leucorrhcea should exist, since it is commonly 
thought to be critical or sympathetic. From an experience in 
many hundred cases, we have never known the slightest incon- 
venience to arise from the cure of this complaint; nor is it pro- 
bable that any can arise, however inveterate the disease may have 
been ; and for this plain reason — that in proportion to the dura- 
tion of the disease* will be the difficulty of arresting it; and, 
agreeably to our own experience, this is effected always gradu- 
ally ; for it requires great perseverance to produce a change in 
the.quantity discharged; the system becomes, in consequence, in 
every respect prepared for the change. So much is this the case, . 
fliat we have never seen an instance of the sudden stopping of 
-leucorrhcea when this complaint was of long standing; and in re- 
cent cases, nothing is to be apprehended from a speedy arrest of 
the complaint. But as regards the cure, the. same general direc- 
tions are applicable to all the stages. Nothing can compensate 

• The solution of the sugar of lead, should not ereeed a scruple lo eight ounces 
of water. 

t Mr. Jewel speaks of melastases to the joints in this complaint from having 
this discharge too suddenly stopped. This we have never witnessed. 




for the neglect of cleanliness — this must, therefore, be insisted on ; 
the bowels must be purged ; and as the system is more frequently, 
and extensively implicated in this, than in the former stages, we 
are oftener obliged to bleed, and to enforce a strict observance of 
a vegetable and milk diet. We may, as in the second stage, 
where the subject will permit, commence with the injections of 
a weak solution of the acetate of lead ; then perseveringly em- 
ploy the cantharides— in using it in this stage, I depart from the 
method just recommended, if the disease be of long standing, by 
more gradually increasing the dose, or making the intervals of 
increase two or three days longer. My reasons for this is, that 
the system may not too suddenly be affected by it; for I have 
observed, that when strangury is hastily induced, the effects are 
neither so satisfactory, nor so permanent, as when more slowly 
brought on— I may, however, remark in general, that the more 
susceptible the system is of the influence of this medicine in mo- 
derate doses, the more easily the cure is accomplished. 

In this stage, as on the other occasions, I do not use the astrin- 
gent injections until the sign for their employment shows itself; 
that is, an increase and thinning of the discharge.* 

Even the first injections of this kind should be rather more 
feeble than those formerly directed; but the strength must be 
increased as the parts become more accustomed to them. I go 
on again and again, to renew the strangury, should the first not 
be sufficient. Nor am I discouraged, if the complaint does not 
yield to several ; for I am very rarely disappointed in the opera- 
tion of this medicine, when sufficiently persevered in. 

I confess, however, that 1 have occasionally found the canthar- 
ides unsuccessful; but cannot this most truly be said of every 
known remedy? I have now and then succeeded with the balsam 
copaiva, after the other has been fully tried without advantage; 
and I have also effected cures in some obstinate cases, by the 
use of alum and nitre — five grains of alum, and ten of nitre, 
given three times a day, have proved very successful after other 
remedies have failed.f 

In a late work, (1830,) on the subject of Leucorrhaea, by Mr. 
Jewell, the solution of the nitrate of silver, applied to the neck of 
the uterus and vagina, by means of a piece of sponge, canula, or 
syringe, is highly spoken of. He commences with a solution of 
two or three grains to the ounce of water, and gradually in- 

* Dr. Hunt, a.* quoted by Dr. Churchill says, he has cured Lcucorrhcsa by 
giving two grains of Capsicum morning, noon, and evening. 

t We are aware that this is an unchemical mixture; but at the same time we 
must observe that these unchemical compounds have furnished U9 with some of 

our' best remedies ; witness the acetate of Zinc when prepared by mixing * solo* 
lion of acet. Plumb, and sulph. of Zine. This is truly an unchemical mixture, — 
but every body that has tried it as a_collyrium, in certain stages of ophthalmia 
are satisfied with it. 
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creates it to four or five grains, as the parts become accustomed 
to its action. It is to be used three times a day, unless it pro- 
duce too much pain — in which case it is to be reduced in strength, 
or wait until the irritation cease. 

In the use of this remedy, care must be taken to guard against 
its stain, which is indelible. This will be best obviated by the 
patient guarding herself as if she were labouring under a cata- 
menial period; or by wearing, during its use, black muslin or 
calico snifts. The sponge appears to be the least exceptionable 
mode of using this solution; this is done by saturating a piece of s 
this substance of sufficient size to be retained after being well im- 
bued, with the solution — this is to be renewed three times a day. 
Or the curved pipe syringe may be employed three or four times 
a day, unless it irritates too much — a sensation of warmth after 
its use is rather to be coveted. 

He appears to have ill-founded prejudices against the employ- 
ment ot cantbarides. He also recommends the tincture of iodine 
in small doses but he has not produced any indisputable evi- 
dence that it has been useful. He appears to have adopted all 
the principles and opinions contained in this chapter, and though 
he makes respectful mention of the author, he gives him no credit 
for his opinions upon this disease, though all his distinctions, and 
plans of cure, are identical with those contained in this chapter. 

Mr. Graham recommends the sulphate of zinc in this disease 
— three grains of the sulphate made up with common turpentine, 
three times a dav ; the dose to be increased if necessary. Edinb. 
Med. and Surg. Journ. vol. 26. 

The discharge which attends the prolapsus uteri is owing al- 
together, or at least in great part, to the mechanical irritation 
the surface of the vagina suffers, from this displaced organ, and 
does not come under our present consideration. 

The leucorrhcea of habit, is sometimes more obstinate than 
any other form of this complaint ; especially if it be of very long 
standing, and in persons beyond the middle period of life, and 
who are inattentive to cleanliness. It will, however, yield, for 
the most -part, to the remedies already mentioned, if sufficiently 
persevered in ; though it may require the exciting of strangury 
rather oftener. I have, in a few instances of this kind, used an 
unoction made of two grains of corrosive sublimate to an ounce 
of water, with great advantage. It should be used but once a 
day, for the first (wo or three days; then twice a day for an 
equal period; and then three times a day, until heat or other 
signs of irritation be perceived, unless it lias been previously er- 
cited. This irritation* must be kept up for a week or ten days; 
it may then be followed by the saturine injections.* * ,, 

* The secsle coma turn is recommended with great confidence in Icucorrlicca, 
and also in gonorrhcea, both by Dr. Negri and Dr. Ryan. About five grains three 
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There is a discharge of purulent matter, that has been consi- 
dered as a species of leucorrhcea. It generally begins with pain 
about the region of one of the ovaria, and will continue for two, 
three, or four days; the abscess then discharges (for such it is,) 
and gives immediate relief; the patient will continue easy until 
there is a fresh accumulation of pus; this takes place pretty re- 
gularly, every three or four weeks, then goes through the same 
process of ulceration and discharge. I have never found this 
complaint obedient to medicine; I have used an injection of the 
nitrate of silver, three grains to the ounce of water, which would 
moderate this discharge, but never to subdue it; it sometimes 
cures itself. Dr. Churchill mentions a disease very similar to 
this, which he and some others call, “ abscess of the uterus, ova- 
ry,” &c., &c., and for which he says, (after the acute symptoms 
have passed away,) he applies a blister to the sacrum, once or 
twice, -if necessary. This produces, an immediate diminution of 
the discharge and a mitigation of suffering; but he says nothing 
of a cure. 

Leucorrhcea proceeding from hemorrhoids, I believe will ad- 
mit of no relief, until the latter complaint be removed. The 
same may be said of the leucorrhcea arising from ascarides; this 
condition of the vagina, however, is chiefly confined to children. 


CHAPTER V.-Skct. I. 

OF THE HISTORY OF MENSTRUATION* 

The disease? connected with menstruation are so important, 
that I have thought it best to premise them with a general histo- 
ry of this process, that the deviations from health should be seen 
in stronger contrast, as well as better understood. 

The menstrual discharge may, with much propriety, be con- 
sidered as peculiar to the human female; if there be exceptions 
to this rule, they are few, and but ill ascertained.* We are told 
that the female of a certain species of monkey is liable to it; but, 
perhaps, in no other way than the bitch, the cow, the mare, the 
female elephant, &c., are said to be; for these, in the time of 
heat, have sometimes a sanguineous discharge from the vagina. 
But this must not be considered as a genuine menstrual evacua- 


times a day, is the average dose in these cases ; thej? recommend its suspension, 
if it excite much pain. Of its utility, in such cases, we can say nothing from our 
own experience. See London Med. Journ. for 1834. 

* “ De tous les dlres vivans, la femmo seule Eprouve pEriodiquement one Eva- 
cuation sanguine naturelle, et independante d’aucunc alteration pathologique,”— - 
Frank. 
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ti<m# as it proceeds merely from the rupture or abrasion of tome 
agnail vessel, during the excessive engorgement that is wont tQ 
take place in the vaginas of these animals at such times. Be- 
rnes, no moral end could be answered in the brute, as in the 
human female, by such a discharge. 

Indeed some would deny^he menstrual discharge to be an 
original function, even in the human female, as Roussel, and after 
him Emmet; that this evacuation is the result of the social con- 
dition of man, and not the consequence of organization. Roussel 
has endeavoured to prove this, by declaring that man, in a state 
of society, feeds more than is absolutely necessary for his exU 
gencies; and that he becomes plethoric in consequence ; and that 
this condition must be relieved by some artificial drain in the 
male, by hemorrhage from some part or other of the body; and, 
in the female, by the menstrual discharge. 

He declares, “ Que le flux men^truel, bien loin d’etre une in- 
stitution naturelle, est au contraire un besoin faclice contract^ 
dans Vetat social”* But it may be asked, what is to be under- 
stood by “Petat social V 9 If it be declared, it does not express 
the condition of man in a state of refinement, ft must be admitted 
to mean, man united by some social compact: yet, so far, 
wherever he has been found, we have unquestionable proof that 
women menstruate; notwithstanding Roussel declares, that the 
uterus of the Braziliamwoman does not perform this function. 

But, were this true with these particular women, (a circum- 
stance much to be doubted,) it would be but an exception, and 
should not be taJten, or rather mistaken, for the rule. Among 
all the aboriginal females of this country hitherto examined, no 
such exception prevails: yet, were this a design of nature, it 
might most reasonably be looked for, among thefee varied, widely 
spread, and simple people. 

Why this opinion of Roussel should have found abettors, it is 
difficult to say; since it has neither facts nor reasoning to sus- 
tain it. The hypothesis is founded upon circumstances totally 
inadequate to the effect — namely, “ Les hommes resembles ont 
toujours cherchd d resserrer les liens de la cordialite dans les fes- 
tins. La joie est plus vive, et les epanchmens plus tendres dans 
ccs rhomens od la machine se remonte par une nouvelle nourri- 
ture: on est alors plus content des autres, parcequ’on est plus 
content dc soi mdme; l’absence de soucis laisse alors a la nasure 
la liberte de jouir de tous ses droits, et mdme d’en abuser; car 
il arrive souvent que, ne d^m&lant plus la sensation des mets 
d’avec Pimpression de la gaitfc, elle prend le change, et se sur- 
charge d’alimens qu’eUe Qroit encore necessaries, longtemps 
aprfes que le besoin est satisfait.”f 

The consequence of these indulgences, he supposes to be a 

* Systdme Physique et Morale de la Femme, p. 113. t IbicL, p. 113. 
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plethora; and this plethora finds an abatement in the female by 
the menstrual discharge; and in the male, by hefnorrhages 
from various parts of the body, according to the period of life ; 
or if the hemorrhages do not take place, the consequences df 
the excess of blood show themselves in a variety of other forms; 
as affections of the chest, rheumatism, hypochondriasm, stone, 
gout, asthma, &c. &c. 

It will be perceived that this doctrine is but a modification of 
the one long before promulgated by Galen — the only difference 
is that Galen thought women were ever subject to the men- 
strual discharge ; and that a plethoric condition of the system 
was essential to its production: while Roussel supposes this 
plethora to be of artificial origin; and that the menstrual dis- 
charge is the fortuitous consequence, and intended to relieve 
the system from danger. 

A few observations will be sufficient to destroy this curious 
and ill-established speculation. 1st. From no record of the his- 
tory of the human race, does it appear other than, that the fe- 
male was always obnoxious to this discharge — thus, by Moses, it 
is distinctly staled to have obtained among the women of his 
time, and we have every reason to believe, as an arrangement of 
nature; so also among all the tribes of the most savage people. 
In this country, most abundant proof is given, in the journeys of 
Major Long, that the menstrual evacuation is a constant attend- 
ant on the females, and where they existed in the greatest pos- 
sible simplicity. 2d. The cause assigned by Roussel, namely, 
M plethora,” exists where this discharge has been interrupted ; and 
to recall the means often requires the abstraction of blood and 
other debilitating remedies. 3d. This function is oftentimes per- 
formed with the utmost regularity, and in the accustomed quan- 
tity, where the most decided debility prevails. 4th. That this 
discharge is certainly prevented, however long and regularly it 
may have been established, by the removal of, or from the dis- 
eased condition of the ovaries. 5th. That an abstraction of 
blood just before the period, or at any other time, does not pre- 
vent it. 

Besides, very many, indeed all the mammiferous animals, 
have at certain periods, a discharge from the vagina, which is 
either essential to fecundation, or gives evidence of the capacity, 
for, or of the desire of, the animal at that moment to be impreg- 
nated ; and this discharge is sometimes coloured, accidentally 
as observed above, but not necessarily; and that this evacua- 
tion, is, in some manner, connected with impregnation, is evi- 
dent, since it never appears in its healthy condition, but at the 
periods when the animal is capable of fecundation.* It is 

* Frank appears to be of a different opinion upon this point; he eajra that “ n*« 

7* 
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equally certain that the human female is also capable of being 
impregnated after each healthy menstrual period. But this 
must be taken with some modification. It is every way certain 
there are women that are sterile with every mark of complete de- 
velopment of the organs, as far as function is concerned, and 
as far as can be detected by the eye or the knife of the anatomist. 
Yet some imperfections must exist for fecundation or the.forma- 
tion of healthy ova is the natural arrangement, but the product 
of the ovaria is not always in a condition to profit by the applt* 
cation of the male semen, the woman remains barren for life. But 
when these failures take place, can we be certain that the male 
is not in fault 1 we know this to be so in some instances; We 
have more than one instance where the woman remained bar* 
ren with one husband; to become widows, and prove prolific 
after a second marriage. 

Nor is this discharge in the brute, a mere increase of quantity 
of the ordinary secretion of ihe parts — it differs essentially from 
it, at least in its sensible qualities ; as is made evident to the dis- 
criminating olfactories of the male.* Thus, it would appear, that 
nature intended some* end should be answered by this peculiar, 
condition of even the brute; is it not, then, equally certain, a si- 
milar end is answered in the human female, by the menstrual 
evacuation 1 

Again, this discharge commences only when the female is in a 
condition to meet and overcome the ordinary contingencies of 
impregnation and delivery.-)* Now, were this merely a fortui- 
tous discharge, why should it occur only at the period at which 
the female can propagate her species, and always at a certain 
period of female life ? For I must protest against the opinion 
of Roussel and some others, who suppose impregnation may take 


lure baa subjected the females of oil well-organized ^animals to this menstrual 
tribute, but that she docs not always require it with the same rigour; that is, un- 
der the penalty of sterility.** Now, we think Dr. F. has assumed rather too much 
in his hypothesis; first, because there are Rterile animals, and we believe they are 
only so in the absence of this sign of calesccnce ; for it is constantly the practice 
of breeders of animals, to wail for all evidence of heat before they are subjected 
to the male; secondly, because it is notorious thut animals do not conceive if put 
to the male or entirely refuse him, if this modification of the menses be not pre- 
sent; thirdly, he is certainly of opinion, from his own words, that it is, for the 
most part, an essential to generation ; and, therefore, must, as a general rule, have 
been intended for this purpose; and consequently, if impregnation do take place 
and this discharge be absent, it is only an exception to the rule with such ani- 
mal, and, in this respect, is like the human female ; for he declares that this has 
taken place in females so circumstanced, and, therefore, is as much a law with the 
one as with the other. 

* “In some animals, the reproductive liquid communicates to all the other li- 
quids a strong odour, which causes both this species and the sex to be easily dis- 
tinguished.** Walker on Intermarriages p. 40. 

t Mr. Bourne, a respectable and intelligent South Sea missionary, when asked 
by Mr. Roberton, M Have you observed that early marriages (giving the ages at 
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place, before the menstrual action has been awakened, or after 
it has become dormant.* 

That impregnation has taken place before there was a coloured 
discharge from the vagina, and even after it has ceased, I am 
every way willing to admit; but neither of these circumstances 
prove the absence of the menstrual action ; or that action which 
only exists during the integrity of the ovaria ; but which ceases, 
or never takes place, when these bodies are imperfect; and which 
action is essential, either directly, or indirectly, to impregnation. 

Rousself declares menstruation to be “ less a cause than a sign 
of fecundity. ,, In this I agree: for the menstrual action cannot 
be a cause of fecundity, since this capacity is known to depend 
upon the ovaria. Yet it is every way essential to propagation, 
that the internal secreting surface of the uterus be in a healthy 
condition, and this manifested by a healthful catamenial dis- 
charge ; or, in other words, only when the quantity and quality 
of the menses are free from objection, and the ovaries, at the 
same time, in perfect health. 


Sect- II - — Causes which may diminish capacity , 4’c. 

It may, therefore, be considered as highly probable, that the 
absence of the capacity to be impregnated, will sometimes de- 
pend upon the imperfect condition of either the uterus itself, or 
of the ovaries. If the former, it may consist in some derange- 
ment of the secreting surface of this organ ; for, though there may 
be a regular discharge of a coloured fluid, and this so nearly re- 
sembling the perfect secretion as to deceive the senses, it may yet 
want an essential condition or quality, and thus entail barren- 
ness — hence, all women are not fruitful who may have a regular 
catamenial discharge; though, as far as can be determined by 
appearances, this discharge is every way healthy, and, at the 
same time, the ovaries free from fault. 

Nor is it, perhaps, difficult to explain, or rather to imagine, 
how this may happen. I adopt the opinion that the menstrual 

which they occur) are generally soon productive?” answered, that in very early 
marriages several years elapsed. In this Mr. Ellis, the celebrated mistjen&ry, 
concurred. — Mr. Roberton on Menstruation , Edinburgh Medical and Chirurgical 
Journal for October , 1 832. 

This would seem to prove the position laid down in the text. For it was long 
since observed by Mr. John Hunter, that when a woman begins to breed at an 
coHy period, as at fifteen, and has her children fast, she seldom breeds longer 
than thirty or thirty five; hence we may suppose either that the parts are then 
worn out, or that the breeding constitution is over. If a woman begins older, as 
at twenty or twenty.five, she may continue to breed to the age of forty or more.” 
— Phil Trans, vol. Ixxvii. p. 233. 

* Poej it not seem extraordinary that the plethora of Roossel should not exist 
until a certain period of life, (puberty ;) ond this period, uniformly modified by 
clhnafe,&c., or that it should not take place after another certain period of life, 
(after the cessation of the menses,) to maintain this discharge! t Page 117. 
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discharge is a genuine secretion, and that the internal face of 
Mining of this organ is the portion which furnishes it : now, it witt 
be evident, that whenever this part is in any way deranged, the 
auality of its product must also be impaired ; but the injury does 
mt consist so much in the imperfect elaboration of the menstrua! 
fluid, as m the inability of this surface to furnish a healthy de- 
cidua after impregnation has taken place; for there can be little 
doubt but that the same apparatus furnishes both one and the 
other. This condition of the uterus, I have reason to think, i# v 
not of unfrequent occurrence: an ovum may be fecdndated, tied 
duly conveyed to the cavity of the uteruS; but it perishes there, 
from the want of a healthy decidua: it is, therefore, cast oflf un- 
perceived at the next menstrual purgation; and thus the Worhfcn 
is relatively barren. 

What strengthens this opinion is, that this lesion of the uterus 
is frequently repaired, by either proper remedies, or by the powers 
of the system alone; and the woman afterwards becomes fruitful. 

I am fully persuaded I have witnessed a number of such cases. * 

If it depend upon an imperfection of the ovaria, it may not, 
perhaps, admit of relief. The diseases of the ovaria may consist, 

1 sf7 in their imperfect development; 2dly, in derangement of 
structure; 3dly, in a want of healthy organization of the ova 
themselves. Now, either of these conditions of the ovaria may 
be so complete as to altogether destroy their influence upon the 
secreting surface of the uterus; the catamenial discharge may, 
therefore, continue, with all due regularity, and yet the woman 
may be barren; and, hence, this discharge cannot be considered, 
rigidly, as a constant sign of fertility. 

Yet it may be safely admitted, as a general rufe, that womefr 
who menstruate regularly and without pain, or the expulsion of 
coagula, or false membrane, are fecund ; and that the reverse of 
these conditions is almost sure to be attended with sterility. It" 
may also be observed, that we cannot attach much consequence 
to the quantity evacuated ; for the woman who may evacuate 
double the quantity of another, is not for this reason more cer- 
tainly prolific. 1 have known a number of instances of repeated 
impregnations, where, as far as could be ascertained, not more 
than two ounces \vere habitually evacuated; and this not occupy- 
ing more than a day and a half, or two days, for its elimination ; 
while, on the contrary, 1 have known womren who were barren, 
discharge three or four times this quantity ; and the fluid bear all 
the sensible marks of a healthy secretion. From this it would 
appear, that mere regularity in returns; the elimination of a pro- 
per quantity of fluid, and this fluid apparently of a healthy cha- 
racter, do not always declare the woman to be fecund. Yet, 
when the woman has never menstruated, or when this discharge 
has altogether ceased, agreeably to the ordinary arrangement of 
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nature, or from disease, she either never becomes impregnated, 
or ceases to become so, if she ever have been. 

It is true we are told, as observed before, by highly respecta- 
ble authority, that impregnation has taken place before the erup- 
tion of the menses,* as well as after their final cessation. The 
explanation of this seeming exception is not difficult, for the rea- 
son already assigned; namely, that because a coloured fluid was 
not observed, it was taken for granted that the uterus had never 
assumed the menstrual action, or had not resumed it after it had 
ceased as a law of the system. 


Sect. III . — Early Appearance of the Menses . 

Now, it is admitted by practical writers, f as a fact of no very 
rare occurrence, that the menstruous evacuation is sometimes 
serous, and this for several periods, before the menstrual blood, 
properly so called, shows itself, to more decidedly mark the esta- 
blishment of the process. This is especially the case with those, 
who have this discharge to commence early. 

And it may be well to caution the young practitioner against 
a common and natural error, — when this anticipating discharge 
takes place, not to mistake it for leucorrhcea, and attempt its 
suppression. We shall have occasion, in another place, to point 
out the influence of leucorrhcea upon the menstruous discharge. 
See Sec. on the Tardy Appearance of the Menses. 

I was consulted some months since, in the case of a young 
lady between twelve and thirteen years of age, who was labour- 
ing under a diseased spine, but who was also afflicted with head- 
acn, palpitations of the heart, and great sickness of stomachi 
She had also at somewhat regular periods a pain in the small of 
the back, with a bearing down sensation, a desire to pass water, 
an inclination to go to stool, &c. From these circumstances her 
mother concluded, and in this I poncurred, that an effort was 
making for the production of the menses, though the common 
external signs of puberty were almost entirely wanting. I, how- 
ever, requested the mother to be careful in examining the linen 
worn by her daughter at these periods, and ascertain whether 
there was not a discharge from the vagina resembling leucor- 
rhcea. This was done: she reported there were considerable 
marks upon her linen ; and this was observed for at least four 

* Rondelet mention! a woman who wu delivered twelve timet; and Jonbert 
another, who bore eighteen children, ueither of whom had ever menstruated.— 
Gardien Trait £ <T accouchement, Vol. I. p. 220. 

t Gardien says, M Si qnelquefois le tang sort brnsqnement sons conleor rouge, 
le plus oonstammant let regies commencement par on flax sdreux et finissent dm 
meme.” — Traitt complete <T accouchement, Vol. I. p. 238. 
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periods : after this the menses, with their usual appearances, were 
established, and continued with tolerable regularity up to the 
present time. This is the third instance I have witnessed of 
father precocious menstruation in girls with diseased spines; 
whether there be a connexion between this affection, and the 
functions of the uterus, must be left to future observations to de- 
termine. 

Thus we see, it is easy to err on this point with young girls, 
and to suppose they may have conceived before the catamenial 
period had commenced ; nor is the error less liable to be made 
in those rare instances of impregnation, after the final cessation 
is supposed to have taken place; for in several well-attested in- 
stances of pregnancy at advanced periods of life, it was found, 
upon close examination, an effort had been made by the system 
to restore the catamenial flux by a periodical serous discharge. 

In one case, which fell in part under my own notice, this effort 
was certainly made; but perhaps without the knowledge of the 
person concerned ; yet it was sufficiently evident to the indivi- 
dual who washed her clothes, and who furnished me with the 
account; for it is presumable, with such evidence of returning 
youthfulness, she would scarcely have risked the consequences 
which followed her amour. 

I was requested, in the month of March, 1796, to visit a young 
child, ill with the natural small-pox. At almost every visit 1 paid 
the child, I observed an aged woman much afflicted at its danger- 
ous condition. Having an opportunity during the absence of 
this person to inquire who she was, I was informed, to my great 
surprise, that she was the mother of the child. I thought my 
informant was attempting to impose upon me, and toldnerso; 
but she seriously declared I might rely upon the fact. I was now 
informed that the mother of the child had never been married, 
and that she was in her sixty-first year when the* child was 
born. 

The case interested me muph, and my inquiries became more 
particular; and from much conversation I learnt, that the old 
woman had ceased to menstruate at forty-five, but that, about 
two years before the period of my attendance on the child, she 
(the nurse of the child, and the washerwoman of the mother,) 
had observed monthly evidence of a return of the catamenia ; it 
was not much coloured, yet sufficiently so to excite attention. 
Now, this case would certainly pass for an instance of impregna- 
tion after the menses had ceased ; and it must be admitted to be 
one, every way calculated to mislead. I have therefore con- 
cluded, that the cases upon record, purporting to be of this kind, 
may have been similar to the one now related.* 

* A ca§c is related in the Edinb. Ann. Register, Vol. IX. p. 608, of m Mrs. 
Ashby, of Firnby, near Spilsby, who was delivered of twios in her fifty .fourth 
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So far, facts* seem to oppose the idea, that impregnation can 
take place before the menstrual action has been established, and 
after it has finally ceased: let us now see if reasoning will not 
corroborate them. 

It will not be disputed, that a part cannot perform its peculiar 
or appropriate action, until such part is completely developed, or 
its organization perfected ; consequently, the uterus will not be 
subject to the menstrual action, until the surface which furnishes 
this fluid is perfect in its arrangement; and not then, unless it 
receive the peculiar stimulus given by, or it sympathize with, the 
perfect ovarium, or ovaria. Now, by all we learn from either 
experiment or accident, it is certain, that the menstrual action is 
for ever prevented, by the extirpation or destruction of the 
ovaria; consequently, this action is dependent for its existence 
upon a state of perfectness of one or both of these bodies. 

It is equally certain, that if the ovaria be incomplete, they can- 
not furnish perfect ova, or ova capable of fecundation : nor can 
they give or excite that action which furnishes the* menstruous 
fluid. If, on the other hand, the ovaria be properly developed, 
and the menstrual action does not take place, it is but reasonable 
to suppose, that some imperfection must exist in the uterus itself; 
and if this be admitted, it would seem to follow, that a perfect 
action cannot be expected from an imperfect organ; and it will 
be farther granted, that no process in the human system requires 
greater perfection of organs, than those subservient to genera- 
tion. 

Therefore, as regards the main point, it is unimportant whe- 
ther the imperfection be seated in the ovaria, or in the secreting 
surface of the uterus; for, if it exist in either, coition cannot be 
entirely successful. If an ovarium furnish a perfect ovum, it 
may be fecundated, though the menstrual action had never taken 
place; but this is but one step in the march of generation; for if 
the ovum be not properly cherished after it shall have been de- 
posited in the uterus, it will soon perish and be cast oflT. For* 
that it may be sustained and properly developed, it is essential/ 
that the uterus produce the decidua; and that it cannot furnish 
this sine qua non, is highly probable, as the organization which 
is to yield it, is the same as that which performs the menstrual 
secretion ; and that this part is imperfect is put beyond doubt, 
since it has formed this fluid. 

That impregnation may be successful, a healthy condition of 
the internal surface of the uterus is required, and a sound condi- 
tion of at least one of the ovaria. For if these organs be imper- 
fect, either fecundation cannot result, or it will take place una- 


year ; and Haller gives inttaneet still more extraordinary— viz. one at fiAy eight, 
one at aizty.three, and another at seventy. 
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vaHingly. Thus, if the ovaria, from disease dr hnperfaftfon, 
sftonot furnish an ovum that cannot profit by the apphcaffon 
of the male semen, fechndation wili not issne: if, on tne otBer 

k nd, the internal face of the uterus be discard, and incapable 
'furnishing the decidua, the ovum must pamh though: fecun- 
dated. It is, therefore, but reasonable to c^^tude, tmt if tlfe 
Uterus be not sufficiently developed to secrete the menstttKHit 
fluid, it must be imperfect; and if imperfect, it cannot perfbrSi 
what is essential for the preservation of the ovum after ft lias 
been placed in its cavity. v 

Fecundation, after the cessation of the menses, must be eijtmt- 
ly doubtful ; since it is probable it would require a renewal of the 
menstruous action, that fecundation should be successful. At 
present we are not sufficiently acquainted with the conditions es- 
sential to this cessation; or, in other words, what changes take 
place in ^either the ovaria, or in the secreting surface of the 
uterus itself, when this period arrives. We only know it does 
take place; but how, we are altogether ignorant. The moral 
cause of the cessation is better comprehended than the physical. 

It would seem but fair to conclude, that if the early part of 
female life require a certain condition of the uterus and ovaria, 
to render coition successful, it would be no less necessary at the 
more advanced stage: I have attempted to prove this necessity; 
and the same arguments will also serve for the latter period. For, 
it is evident, that the ovaria and uterus must have suffered a 
"Change, or the woman would have continued to menstruate: 
now, it is of little moment whether the change occur in the ute- 
rus or in the ovaria ; since a certain alteration in either will 
incapacitate the woman, both for menstruation, and conception. 

It is, however, probable, that the ovaria suffer deterioration 
earlier than the uterus ; as many women continue to menstruate 
regularly for a considerable time, before the final cessation, 
without conceiving. The ovaria may cease to produce ova 
to be fecundated ; and 4he absence of this power may eventu- 
ally cause the final departure of the menses ; since they would 
be no longer necessary, or useful. 

- It. iar*nso, probable, from impregnation now and then taking 
place long after the disappearance of the menses, that an ova- 
rium may regain its productive powers, and furnish a new and 
healthy ovum ; and when it does regain this capacity, the in- 
ternal face of the uterus may reassume its menstrual action, and 
impregnation may, under such circumstances, be the conse- 
quence. But that it may be eventually successful, precisely the 
same condition of the uterus must exist, namely, the formation 
ot the decidua, as when this process was successful in the ear- 
lier periods of life ; for if this be wanting, the same consequences 
must necessarily follow* as would then result. - ■* 
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It seems that the production of efficient ova is governed by 
some general law in each individual female: in the brute it is 
regulated with great exactness, as they have regular periods 
of salacity ; and this salacity may depend upon the presence of 
a perfected ovum or ova. In the human female these periods 
are not so exactly limited, as individuals differ very much in 
their capacity to be impregnated ; and each has a marked pe- 
riod, cacteris paribus. Thus, some women are impregnated 
every twelve or thirteen months; others are eighteen months 
or two years; while others enjoy much longer intervals. 

I know a lady who conceived but once every seven years, and 
she bore four children at these intervals. I have known several 
to have a lapse of three years between each pregnancy, &c. It 
would seem from these facts, that it requires a lapse of a certain 
period to perfect an ovum ; and that this process is much more 
rapid in some instances than in others. But when the ovaria lose 
the power of furnishing ova, as at the cessation of the menses, 
impregnation ceases of course. The ovaria sometimes, however, 
regain. the power, after it has been long lost, of furnishing healthy 
ova, or they become much more tardy in producing them, as a wo- 
man will have much longer intervals; or this may be accelerated, 
if she have been tardy; therefore, some woman have their chil- 
dren at uncertain intervals; one lady with whom I was ac- 
quainted, had not a child until she had been married 19 years; 
her husband was a hale hearty looking man as one in a thousand. 
She never became impregnated again. And I have known more 
than one instance, where the lady had seven children in six 
years, &c. 

Impregnation after the final cessation of the menses, is of ex- 
tremely rare occurrence, and should be ranked among those ex- 
traordinary instances, in which the system makes an attempt to 
renew certain lost functions, or to repair lost parts. Thus, the 
eye-sight has been restored, after having remained imperfect 
many years; the hearing in like manner, has returned after long 
deafness; the teeth have been renewed after they have been 
many years lost, &c. Is it not then more than probable, that 
when such cases occur, all the functions ordinarily esteemed 
essential to this process in the early part of life, should obtain 
when it takes place after the menses have ceased? Now a 
healthy menstrual action is a sine qua non to impregnation, in 
the earlier parts of life; it would seem, therefore, to be indispen- 
sable to this end, at the latter period : and where impregnation 
has obtained, we cannot well question, but it has been preceded 
by this action. 

8 
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Sect. IV . — The time at which they appear. 

The period at which the menses make their appearance, i* 
variable ; it is much influenced by constitution, climate, and mode 
of life. As a general rule, it takes place at puberty, or at that 
period at which the female is capable of propagating her species; 
and this period varies, as climate may differ.* They constantly, 
however, keep pace with the development of the body ; where 
this is rapid, they will appear proportionably earlier; where this 
process is slower, they wilf appear . later : but whenever the 
menses appear as regular evacuations, they mark the period of 
puberty; thus, in hot countries, women commence to menstruate 
at eight or nine years of age, and are not unfrequently mothers 
; at ten. 

In the more northern regions, as in Lapland, &c., this evacua- 
tion is generally delayed until the female has attained her eigh- 
teenth or nineteenth year : in the temperate latitudes the average 
period will be found from the fourteenth to the sixteenth year. 
A difference will, nevertheless, be found in the women who may 
reside in cities, and in those who dwell in the country of each 
respective portion of the globe. It may also be observed, that 
in cold countries, women continue to menstruate for a longer 
period than in warm ; for as a general rule, it will be found, ihey 
are obnoxious to this discharge, double the period that elapses 
before it commences. Thus, women who have not this discharge 
until eighteen, will be found to have it until beyond fifty; those 
who commence at fourteen or fifteen, will leave off at about 
forty-five; those who begin so early as eight or nine, will have 
it cease at twenty-five or six: “citius pubescunt, cilius se- 
nescunt.” 

This fact appears to be disputed by Frank ;f he “ says that the 
early appearance of the menses does not hasten the period of 
cessation ; for in the Milanese, where he practised ten years, this 
discharge takes place one or two years earlier than in Germany; 
yet it is no uncommon thing to see women perfectly regular at 
the forty-eighth or fiftieth year.” This may be; and most pro- 
bably is the case — but this account tells but the half that is ne- 
cessary to the establishment of the law he lays down; for he has 
not declared that the females he found regular at forty-eight or 
fifty, had in every instance begun a year or two sooner than the 


• We have heard of a lady within a few days, who is now fifty years of age, 
who did not commence to menstruate until she was forty-five years; then she 
menstruated regularly until the present time (Dec. 1840.) Wo know well a lady, 
aged twenty-three years, who menstruates but once in a year, 
f Traitd de Medccine Pratique, tom. 3, p. 397. 
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women of Germany, and which would be essential to the fact he 
thus attempts to prove.* 

’ There are, however, a number of curious exceptions to the 
(general rules we have attempted to lay down : these consist in 
tne precocious appearance, f an unusual protraction of the menses* 
Haller, Van Swieten, &c«, give instances of each kind* I have 
seen several cases where this discharge was regularly continued 
until the fifty-fourth or fifty-fifth year.} 


Sect* V . — Symptoms which announce their apjn'oach. 

This evacuation rarely fails to be announced by a variety of 
symptoms, of greater or less severity, or danger ; among girls 
who have been delicately and luxuriously brought up, and who 
have their nervous system rendered morbidly sensible or vibra- • 
tile, a great variety of nervous symptoms, as they are called, pre- 
cede the eruption of the meriles; su6h as ringing of the ears; a 
sense of suffocation; palpitation of the heart; starting from slight 
and sudden noises; precarious and whimsical appetite; loathings 
and cravings; convulsive twitchings; convulsions; chorea sancti 
viti, &c. ; all of which are sometimes instantly relieved by a 
trifling discharge from the vagina; and this not necessarily 
coloured. 

The last mentioned circumstance, must have been observed 
by every attentive practitioner, who may have had charge of 

* We could record a Dumber of instances where the menses were continued 4 
much beyond their ordinary period, and where, after ceasing some time, were 
resumed with their accustomed regularity ; but we shall limit our observations to 
one case, and that because it is recent and well authenticated. This case is 
recorded in the Ann. Unit, de Med. A female aged ninety-four continued to men- 
struate from the fifty-third to the ninety-fourth year. Her relatives were remark- 
able for their longevity ; she is at present in perfect health. — American Joum. of 
the Medical Science* for Feb . 1831. 

t There have been instances of the catamenia commencing soon alter birth. 
An instance of this kind is given by Mr. Whitmore, in Med. Chirur. Trans. Lon- 
don, vol. 4th. This patient had this evacuation regularly from birth, at stated in* 
tervals of three weeks. Id her fourth year she died, after a very short illness. On 
dissection, an unusual development of the u terms, &.c n was discovered. The other 
daughters of this family had nothing peculiar. 

t The following table, exhibits the ages of three hundred and twenty-six fe- 
malos, at which they began to menstruate. It is furnished by Mr. Robertou, in 
the North of England Medical and Surgical Journal . 


In their 11th 

year, 

6. 

In their 16th year, 54 

12th 

u 

12. 

17th « 50 

13th 

u’ 

31. 

18th - 19 

14th 

u 

60. 

19th “ 18 

15th 

u 

72. 

20th “ 4 


To this list may be added the case related by Madame Boivin, in her account 
of a new cause of abortion. The aabject of this case commenced to menstruate at 
•even years of age, and did so regularly after her tenth year* 
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females; add it is one worthy of note, as it goes to confirm what 
has been advanced above of the identity of the action which pro* 
duces these fluids, though so different in their appearance. 

The vascular system is sometimes also much disturbed : we 
often witness determinations of blood to various parts of the body; 
as to the head ; the lungs ; the mammae ; the stomach and bowels* 
dec; for the relief of which, we are obliged to abstract blood, or 
employ other remedies, if a kindly discharge from the uterus do 
not quickly tranquillize the disturbed and embarrassed circula- 
tion. 

Sometimes the inconveniences are confined to the genital sys- 
tem — in such cases, a sense of weight; bearing down; ardor 
urinae; pain in the region of the uterus, &c., are experienced; all 
of which, for the most part, announce the approaching dis- 
charge. 

It is at this period, also, that nature perfects her work, both as 
regards development and proportion ; it is the period of the most 
perfect beauty, of which the female is susceptible ; it is the one 
at which the moral changes are not less remarkable than the 
physical ; it is a moment, of all others, the most replete with con- 
sequences to the inexperienced and confiding female. 

At this period a great variety of interesting and curious phe- 
nomena present themselves: the voice is found to change; the 
neck and throat to increase in si2e, and to become more symme- 
trical; the mammas to swell; the nipple to protrude; the chest 
to expand : the eyes to acquire intelligence, and an increase of 
brilliancy ; in a word, a new being, almost, is created. 

The quantity of fluid expended at a menstruons period differs 
in different individuals; with girls who precociously menstruate, 
the quantity is in general smaller, and the returns less regular. 
Climate exerts an influence upon the quantity discharged, as well 
as upon the periods at which this evacuation shall commence. 
Thus, in the equatorial and more northern regions, it is less than 
in the more temperate climates.* 


Sect. VI . — Quantity discharged . 

A variety of causes, independent of climate, f are said to have 
the power of increasing the menstrual discharge ; as all circum- 


* Gardien, p. 227. 

t Of this several instances have occurred, to prove that uterine development 
may be independent of the general influence of climate; for a case is mentioned, 
that in Kentucky a girl of eleven was safely delivered of a living child, the parent 
bore all the usual marks of complete development. And another instance hat been 
communicated to me by Mr. WilHam M. Egbert, in whictr a girl in New Jersey 
became a mother at twelve; and is now the mother of several other children. 
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stances suited to increase the activity of the system; and thus 
tend to its more hasty development. Such are the passions of 
the mind frequently indulged in, as anger and joy; a diet ren- 
dered too stimulating by either spices or spirits of any kind. All 
such as would have a tendency to produce a plethora of the 
uterus, and thus increasing its sensibility; as the frequent use of 
foot-baths, foot-stoves, &c., all such as excite a pruriency of the 
imagination; and lastly, those which augment the quantity of 
blood, as too full a diet, especially chocolate as a constant article 
of food ; # too long indulgence in feather beds, and the want of 
sufficient exercise. 

It would be difficult to ascertain the exact quantity of fluid 
evacuated at each period, as it cannot be well subjected to mea- 
surement; hence the discrepancies upon this subject. Hippo- 
crates set it down at twenty ounces : there can be no doubt but 
this is very much overrated; at an average, from four to six 
ounces may be considered as the proper mean. It usually em- 
ploys from three to six days for its evacuation, and, for the most 
part, is extremely regular in its returns. I know a number of 
females who can tell not only the day on which it will return, but 
even indicate the hour at which it will show itself.f Wjth other 
females, however, it is less regular; but it rarely exceeds the 
twenty-eighth day with such as are in good health, if we except, 
when it approaches the period for its final cessation. 

When the time approaches at which this evacuation is about to 
cease, agreeably to the arrangement of nature, this flux becomes 
more desultory, as regards the periods of return, and the quan- 
tity eliminated. The discharge may return every two or three 
weeks, or it may procrastinate, until the fifth or sixth week, or 
semetimes even longer; and instead of the four or five ounces 
which were wont to be effused, twenty, or even more, may be 
evacuated. But it must be remarked, that when the quantity 
becomes so excessive, it is not a genuine menstruous product that 
is poured out — for this process is now accompanied by a true 
hemorrhage; as is evinced by the expulsion of coagula. 


Sect. VII. — From whence the Menses are derived . 

From the last expression it may be collected, that I consider 
the menstruous fluid not as a pure or unmodified blood: I shall 

* Almost all of the French writers mention the influence of this arUde upon 
the genital system. 

t A lady lately informed me, she coaid, with the almost exactitude, tell the 
day and hour at which this discharge would take place. This was made known 
to her by the appearance of certain feelings, which constantly took place one week, 
to the hour, before the eruption of her menses. 

8 * 
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therefore state the reasons for this belief. 44 1st. Its colour is 
between the arterial and venal blood, being less brilliant than 
the former, and more florid than the latter. 2d. It never sepa- 
rates into parts; blood drawn or evacuated from any other 
part of a healthy body, does separate in a short time into its 
component parts. 3d. It never coagulates, though kept for 
years: while other blood, when free from disease, quickly does 
when exposed to the influence of the air. 4th. Its odour is re- 
markably distinct from that of the circulating mass; and it is 
less disposed to putrefaction. 

It has been supposed, because the menstruous fluid does not 
coagulate, that it contains no fibrine ; but it is more probable that 
this substance has been deprived of the power of coagulation by 
being subjected to the influence of the vessels of the secerning 
portion of the uterus. This opinion is strengthened by recurring 
to the fact, that the coagulating lymph always accompanies the 
red globules, wherever the latter may be found. 

Tlie menstruous blood may therefore be considered as a sub- 
stance differing from the blood of the circulating mass in at least 
two remarkable properties; namety, in not coagulating; and, se- 
condly, in not separating into parts. It is true, there are many 
of high authority, who declare a contrary belief. Hippocrates 
declares it to be pare blood ; similar to that of a victim, if the 
victim be in health; and this opinion has been handed down to 
the present day, without being challenged by inquiry, or sub- 
jected to dispute. 41. 

If mere blood were evacuated from the uterus at the menstrual 
periods, it would be, strictly speaking, a hemorrhage; but that 
this is not the case, the whole phenomena of this process seem 
to declare. 1 have stated, above, some reasons for my disbelief 
on this point; and shall now add, that had this operation con- 
sisted in the mere evacuation of unchanged blood, it would be 
attended by precisely the same inconveniences as almost always 
attend hemorrhage from this part; namely, pain of an alternate 
kind, arising from the contractions of the uterus to expel coagula 
which always form, and which require for their expulsion the 
efforts of the uterus. 

It may also be added, that in cases of imperforate hymen, the 
accumulated menstruous blood constantly remains fluid, though 
a little thickened; and when relieved by an operation from its 
confinement, it is found to flow with considerable freedom from 


* We believe we are safe, when wc say, that a large majority of those who 
have written on the subject of menstruation, consider the menstrual fluid aa a 
pure hemorrhagic blood; some few seem to agree to a modification of this opi- 
nion; but this does not amount, cither to a concession or denial of its beiug a 
secretion; of this number, are Bichat and Broussais. 
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the orifice made for this purpose. No coagula present them- 
selves, as would be the case, were the fluid unchanged blood. 

That the menstruous blood may contain all the constituent 
parts of common blood, I do not mean at present to dispute, since 
I am not prepared to say in how many, or how few details it 
may differ, upon a strict analysis: it is sufficient for my present 
purpose to stale, that it must experience some change during its 
elimination, as it is uniformly deprived of the property of coa- 
gulation when in a healthy state. 

This last circumstance, from its uniformity, must have a mean- 
ing; I have just stated what I believe to be the probable inten- 
tion of this change, namely, the comfort of the woman ; but it 
may have a higher object: it may be essential to the propagation 
of our species. Certain it is, the sensible properties of this eva- 
cuation differ in certain individuals; and it is found, that when 
this discharge is very profuse or very sparing; when many coa- 
gula are thrown off; when it is thin and pink-coloured; when 
very black, and resembling, in some measure, coffee-grounds; or 
when it is discharged with pain, and accompanied by a whitish 
membrane, the women, so circumstanced, are constantly barren, 
so far as my observations have extended. 

As I do not believe this discharge to be a mere exudation 
from the internal surface of the uterus, and constituting a genuine 
hemorrhage, it is proper to declare, what I believe its real na- 
ture is. I look upon this discharge to be a genuine secretion, 
from the mucous membrane with which the cavity of the uterus 
is lined; since it would be difficult to explain by any other pro- 
cess than some peculiar mode of arterial action, the change 
which evidently is wrought upon the coagulating lymph; and 
we know that this constituent of the blood is, in many instances, 
under the immediate influence of this set of vessels, as is proved 
in cases of scurvy ; death from a blow on the stomach ; a certain 
stage of yellow fever; small-pox, &c. 

In these cases, the blood loses the power of coagulation by 
some peculiar arterial action; and this sometimes, in a very 
short time. The same effect is produced by the uterine arteries 
during the menstrual process; and this process may, with much 
propriety, be termed a secretory process. 

The menstrual fluid has been considered as a secretory pro- 
duct for very many years, and this opinion is now adopted by 
many of the physiologists of the present day: thus, Haller, Bor- 
deu, Sanders, John Hunter, &c„ called menstruation, without 
hesitation, a secretion. It is perhaps, at the present day, impos- 
sible to say who first broached this doctrine. The credit has. 
been given to each of the gentlemen just named, but not with 
justice, as I shall show immediately^ • 

In Rammazini’s “ Essai sur les Maladies des Artisans , 99 p. 214, 
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we find (he following passages: “ II y a tout lieu de croire que le 
sang des regies a quelque qualite maligne et cach£e; et on lui a 
donnfe i juste titre le nom de seeretion et excretion.” In this 
passage the word secretion appears to be familiarly employed, 
and was the one most probably used in common parlance among 
the medical men of the day. 

Fourcroy, the translator of this work from the Latin, in a 
note to a part of the paragraph from which the above extract is 
taken, says, “ Rien cependant n'etoit plus nature!, sans avoir re- 
cours aux ph^nomenes chymiques, que de concevoir le flux des 
regies, comme une secretion, qui 4 son organe, ses periods regimes, 
sa marche et son department, ainsi que toutes ies autres secre- 
tions , 1 99 p. 216. 

From these extracts it is evident that neither of the gentlemen 
above mentioned is justly entitled to the honour of the sugges- 
tion, for the first edition of Rammazini's work was published in 
1700. Indeed, it would seem, from the manner in which it is 
mentioned in this work, that the dpctrine was not new at that 
time: at least there is no claim laid to originality by Ramraa- 
zini. 


Sect* 8 . — The Uterus , is it lined by a Mucous Membrane ? 

I consider the uterus to be lined with a membrane of the mu- 
cous class, as taught by Bichat and others, notwithstanding its 
existence has been lately called into question. In examining the 
latest authority on this subject within my reach, I find it doubt- 
fully mentioned by Meckel, in his Manuel d’Anatomie, as trans- 
lated by Jourdan and Breschet, vol. iiL p. 611. He says — 

“ La face interne de la matrice est tapisse par une membrane 
muqueuse rougeatre, presque lisse, garnie seulment de villositfcs 
tres fines, qui se continue superieurement, et de chaque c6te, 
avec celles des trompes, inferieurement avec celle du vagin. 
Dans I'diat frais, cette membrane adhere d’une maniere si intime. 
4 la substance fibreuse sous-jncente, qu’on ne peut Pen isoler, 
quoique sa structure annonce assez qu’elle appertient a la classe 
des membranes muqueuses; mais, avec du soinet de precautions, 
on parvient a en detacher quelques lambeaux, apres avoir soumis, 
la matrice a la maceration.” 

“ Son union intime avec le reste de la substance de la matrice 
a fait revoquef son existence en doute par plusieurs anatomistes.”* 

* “ Cest Po pinion de Chaussier et de Ribes. Me. Boivin dit aussi n’avoir ja- 
mais aperju cettee membrane muqueuse, et pense que la face interne de la ma- 
trice n’est form&e qne par Pexlrerait6 des vaisseauz ezbalans qui s’jr ouvrent. 
Une pare i He explication qst tree* vague, sinon ragme tout k fait inintelligible. 
I/Analogie, qoand il n*y aura it pas d’autre motif que celui-lA, ne permettrait paa 
de douter que la face interne de la matrioe ne soit tapissde par une membrane.”— 
Notes des Traducteur * , 
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It is truly a matter of surprise, that it should be questioned for 
an instant, that the uterus is lined with a membrane, and this of 
the mucous kind; for neither the authority of Morgagni, Boer- 
haave, nor Haller, all of whom Chausier has called to his aid to 
support the opinion, can possibly alter the structure of this part; 
for a membrane is obvious to the eye; and when macerated, is 
tangible to the fingers; and the nature of its discharges proves it 
to be a mucous membrane. It has been thought by some to be 
of the deciduous kind, and regularly cast off’ after each delivery, 
or even after abortions. There is much reason, from the ap- 
pearance of this part after delivery, to countenance this opinion 
— it, however, wants confirmation. But if this suggestion were 
admitted in its fullest extent, it would not militate against the 
presumption that it is a mucous membrane. For this membrane 
must be considered as possessing a considerable variety of func- 
tion under particular circumstances: for mucous membranes are 
made to throw out, not only mucus, but pus, and even modifica- 
tions of these substances. 

It is, in truth, most intimately connected with the substance of 
the uterus, and cannot, perhaps, ever be separated from it in the 
recent and sound state. But this only proves the closeness of its 
connexion, and not its non-existence. Indeed, this strict union 
strikes me as highly useful in the economy of gestation: for were 
it loosely and uncertainly attached to the substance of the uterus, 
much inconvenience would necessarijy result from the great dis- 
tention this organ undergoes during pregnancy. 

Upon opening an unimpregnated uterus, and viewing the cavity 
it presents, we are immediately struck with the smoothness and 
polish of its surface: now, it may be proper to ask, what is this 
whitish and shining surface which presents itself? Can it be the 
extremities of the exhalants of Me. Boivin? or the proper sub- 
stance of the uterus, as insisted on by Chaussier ? Will an arrange- 
ment like that of Me. Boivin, or Messrs. Chaussier and Ribes, 
secrete a mucous fluid ; yield a fluor albus; or render a pus? Or, 
in other words, will any other surface, save a mucous surface, 
display the phenomena of a confessed mucous membrane. 

The existence of this membrane is denied, because it cannot be 
separated from the substance of the uterus. And when it is urged 
that this can be effected by maceration, or incipient putrefaction, 
they declare the separated portion to be no membrane, but some 
accidental concretion. It is said by Chaussier and Ribes, that 
the membrane which lines the vagina, terminates at the orifice of 
the uterus. 

The quality of the menstrual blood has been a matter of much 
dispute with many of the writers upon this subject. It is by some 
considered perfectly innoxious, and by others as extremely dele- 
terious. The ancients attributed to it the most baleful effects 
upon both living and inanimate matter. Thus, Pliny declares the 
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approach of a menstruating woman will turn new wine sour, ren- 
der fruit trees steril^or even destroy them ; burn up the seeds and 
fruit of a garden, if she should sit near them, &c. &c.; while Fal- 
lopius, Rodrigue a Castro, Baillou,* &c., assure us, in its natural 
state, that it is perfectly free from all bad qualities. La Moite, 
though apparently willing to remove the imputation urged against 
the menstrual blood by Pliny and others, cannot altogether divest 
himself of the prejudices of the times and of education. He 
seems disposed, however, to compromise between the force of 
opposing tacts, (which he confesses daily to have observed,) and 
the influence of names and of instruction, by relating, with great 
naiveti , the following story. 

After having timidly attempted the refutation of Pliny and 
others, “ that the menstrual blood is most injurious,” he says, 
" But I see sufficient to make me apprehend the presence of wo- 
man in this situation, especially if she have rea hair. I had a 
servant of this kind. One day I gave a breakfast to a number of 
my friends; white wine is the kind which is usually preferred 
upon these occasions; especially if you intend to eat oysters; and 
mine was excellent ; and was drawn by this servant. My friends 
expatiated upon the goodness of my wine. The next day I break- 
fasted in like manner with one of the friends who had been whh 
me; but he had no wine but red; I immediately sent for some of 
my white wine; but it was found so spoiled- as to serve for nothing 
but vinegar. The same servant aided in salting some pork, 
which was afterwards found to be spoiled ; though the part which 
was salted by another person, in another cellar, was perfectly 
good.” He adds, however, with his usual candour, “ but I can- 
not say whether this may not have been the fault of the salt.”f 

It must Bfe admitted that this secretion is acrid, occasionally, 
and will leave traces of its acrimony upon the parts over which 
it flows; but when this happens, it must be recollected that this 
discharge is in a deranged state, and no longer a pure menstru- 
ous evacuation. This occurs more frequently towards the de- 
cline, than in the early part of life; and especially if there be a 
tendency to cancer. It must, however, be recollected, that even 
in such instances, the general system is not contaminated in the 
commencement of this condition of the uterus; the acrimony of 
the discharge results from an altered action of the vessels con- 
cerned in the process of elimination, and its exposure to the air; 
and it is not until portions of this discharge are absorbed, or until 
the system at large sympathizes with the diseased parts, that any 
evidence of the uterine affection is betrayed by the skin or other 
portions of the body becoming decomposed. / 

The idea of the impurity of the menstruous blood took its rise 

•.Ramazini, p. 214. t Trail* dee Accouchement, p. 57. 


« 
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from the supposition, that this discharge was intended to relieve 
the woman from certain noxious humours generated in her body 
from her sedentary habits, as well as other causes. Hence, so 
much dread was entertained, when this evacuation was inter- 
rupted from any other cause than pregnancy. But no alarm 
was excited when this flux was arrested by gestation; as it was 
then employed, they said, for the purposes of the foetus, and they 
appear willing to think the embryo cannot be injured by it. 

This opinion they thought was supported by the appearance of 
certain eruptions upon various parts of the body when this dis- 
charge was suppressed, and which yielded only to such reme- 
dies as restored this evacuation. But this fact, at the present 
day, would be explained upon very different views of the animal 
economy; and will no longer serve to support the notion of the 
deleterious effects of suppressed menses. Indeed, we may with 
much plausibility suppose that the dogma of the impurity of the 
menstruous blood, originated in a medico-political necessity, in 
the warm climate which first gave rise to the suggestion. Moses 
was fully aware of the consequences of the w'ant of cleanliness 
among his people; anfl no stranger to the inconveniences which 
arise from a neglect of it: he therefore looked upon women, 
during the period of their catemenial flow, as impure, and that 
they would remain so, until they were well absterged; hence his 
pointed directions and observances at this period. To ensure 
success to this scheme of cleanliness, the aid of medical specu- 
lation w f as required, and, most probably, it was not reluctantly 
obtained. The ancients, in a word, were scrupulously exact 
upon this point; for they considered the health of the woman 
materially connected with the menstrual discharge, and looked 
upon repose of body and tranquillity of mind as essential to the 
best performance of this secretion — they therefore forbade their 
females to appear in public, during its flow, lest agitation, or 
over-exertion, should derange this natural and important func- 
tion; and to ensure compliance, urged the morbid nature of the 
menstruous fluid. Indeed, they went so far, as to even forbid 
the employment of the bandage, now in almost universal use 
with females who are menstruating, because they declared, it 
prevented the immediate flow of the menses, and thus permitted 
this fluid to accumulate, and stagnate in the vagina. 

It was also supposed that hemorrhages from other parts of the 
body must be a necessary consequence of the uterus failing to 
secrete the menstruous blood ; and we find, in books on medicine, 
very many instances, purporting to be illustrative of this hypo- 
thesis. I am not prepared to say that such a thing never has 
existed;* but I can with the most entire confidence declare I 

• Gurdien relates a curious case, upon the authority of M. Hrulc, which he 
considers as a proof of the diversion of the menstrual action, but which 1 cannot 
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never witnessed such examples; and when they occur, they must 
beconsiderd, if entitled to any weight, but as exceptions to the 
rule. Have not instances occurred of foetuses being found in the 
ovaria of virgins? 

At the present day, I believe, no one will imagine, that he ob- 
serves a woman’s health to be worse, as a regular occurrence as 
she approaches the period for her catamenial flow ; nor think that 
he sees an improvement, after this period has passed, over; yet 
it would seem essential to the support of this conjecture, that both 
one and the other should happen. Nor is there much reliance 
to be placed upon the existence of the “ menstrual fever ” of the 
older writers, though supported by the later authority of Bordeu. 
That fever may occasionally be perceived at such periods, I have 
no reason to deny ; but that it is an attendant upon this discharge, 
as one of its phenomena, I have much reason to doubt. When 
this opinion arose, it was the order of the day to be minute; and 
an accidental circumstance was recorded, for an essential cha- 
racter. What shall we say of women who have never menstru- 
ated ? Do they enjoy equal health with those who do? Are they 
capable of fecundation ? As regards our own experience, we 
would answer each of these questions in the negative— but Frank 


regard bat as a periodical hemorrhage; and altogether inalagous to the bleeding 
hemorrhoid*, which, in females, frequently observe as much regularity when the 
menses are regular, as when (hey muy be absent. 

“First deviation . — The menses were suppressed in a youn£ girl, whose life 
had been a series of ilhiesses up to that moment. She became regular after this; 
for sia months the discharge was evacuated from little wounds in the legs, occa- 
sioned by the breaking of some small vesicles. 

* u Second deviation . — There appeared on the left arm some vesicles or pim- 
ples, (boutons,) which yielded blood at the menstrual period during a year. 

What analogy is there between the structure of these “vesicles or pi m plea” 
(boutons) end that of the uterus which yields the menstrual fluid ? none whatever ; 
the blood in tuch instances, uniformly, I believe, coagulates. These changes, if they 
take place, must be regarded in some as compensating dicharges, rather than as 
vicarious. , 

“ Third deviation *— 1 This was succeeded by a whitlow on the left thumb, and 
a chap upon the first phalanx ; and at the end of two months the menstrual btood 
flowed periodically from this part for six months. 

Fourth deviation . — The girl was now attacked by an erysipelas in the face 
and the left eye, which terminated by two openings, one at the angle with the 
nose, and the other in the middle of the upper eyelid : these two openiogs yielded 
an evacuation periodically for two years; it then ceased from these parts, to be 
voided by the left thumb. 

“ Fijt$ 'fiffijiation . — An erysipelas now Ihowed itself upon the abdomen, attend- 
ed by great itching; the navel was very painful, and for five months the blood 
flowed regularly from this part at each menstrual period. 

** Sixth deviation .— A slight accident happened to the left internal malleolus 
of the ankle, and the blood flowed regularly from this part for four months. 

“ Seventh deviation . — An acute pain was felt in the left ear; a discharge took 
place from this part for two months. 

“When the bfood did not flow from any determinate spot, it would vent it- 
•etf by a hemorrhage from the nose, or from the ntomach by vomitings, preceded 
by headach and giddiness CompUt . d* Accouchement, Sfc. Vol. 1. p. 239. 
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entertains a different opinion upon each of these points. He says, 
“We rarely meet with women who have never menstruated; 
however, there have been such instances, and such women have 
enjoyed the most perfect health; a strong constitution ; they were 
even fruitful.’' Med. Pract. Tom. 3, p. 382. 

To these observations, we must say, that they must have 

S weater confirmation, before they can be relied upon as facts — 
or the reverse has been the constant result in the few cases 
which have fallen under our own notice. Nor is it very difficult 
to understand, that this must be the case; since it clearly proves, 
that when this evacuation does not take place, it must be owing 
to some decided imperfection in some one part, at least, of the 
genital system; and that for the purposes of propagation, we are 
of opinion the most healthy condition of these organs is required. 
And we think that Frank himself yields the point completely, by 
his attempt to explain it. For he adds, immediately after what 
is above quoted, “If we meet with a great number of women 
thus situated, and who do not conceive, we must not accuse a 
defect of menstruation for it, but a vicious conformation of the 
genital parts.” Ib. 


CHAPTER VI. 

DERANGED MENSTRUATION. 

After giving the history of menstruation, it would seem pro- 
per we should furnish an account of the various derangements to 
which this function is liable, and the mode of treating them. 

The derangements to which this discharge is liable, are as 
follow:— 

1st. Its too tardy appearance. 

2d. Its interruption after having been established, commonly 
called the suppression of the menses. 

3d. Its excess of quantity. 

4th. Menorrhagia. 

5th. Dysmenorrhcea, or painful menstruation. 

6th. Its irregularity towards the decline of life. 


Sect. I. — 1. Of the Tardy Appearance of the Menses . 

In our history of menstruation we have shown, that this pro- 
cess is more regulated by the condition of the system than by 
9 
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the age of the female : and that though the climate and manners 
of each portion of the globe exert an influence upon the human 
constitution, yet that this influence is constantly observed to mu* 
nifest itself in the more early, or tardy development of thegeoi* 
tal organs. This being the case, the period of puberty, or that 
period at which the human female is capable of propagating her 
species, and of which condition the menstrua ^discharge is the 
sign, will arrive at different periods of female life; but never; on* 
til the organs destined to furnish this evacuation, are safficiently 
developed, to meet, and overcome, all the ordinary contingencies 
of impregnation and of labour. 

w The retardation of puberty, retards also, the development of 
the mental faculties; but preserves energy and freshness to the 
sentiments, and developes vigorous bodies; and that if in woman 
this state is prolonged after the ordinary periods, she appears to 
approximate to man, both in some of his tastes, and in some of 
his characteristics.” (Walker on Intermarriages.) 

It will therefore follow, as a general rule, that climate will de» 
termine, in the female constitution, a period, for the development 
of these organs; and consequently, for the appearance of the 
menses, in each particular portion of the globe. This being the 
case, a general period is established, at which this evacuation 
may be looked for; and this is so nearly constant, (caeteris pari- 
bus,) that any deviation in this respect is looked upon as a state 
of derangement, if not of disease; hence, the surprise that is al- 
ways expressed, when this evacuation anticipates the common 
period; and the solicitude, when it does not take place at the 
ordinary time. 

In consequence of this general law, — a law established by cli- 
mate and manners, — many vulgar errors have arisen, which have 
too successfully exerted an influence upon the conduct of those 
who may have charge of females at this critical and interesting 
period of life. ^ 

The average period for the first appearance of the mensfes, may 
be between the fourteenth and fifteenth year in this country. 
When they fail at this time, much anxiety is evinced on the part 
of the friends of the girl so circumstanced ; and every indisposition 
with which she may be attacked, is sure to be attributed to this 
cause. In the hope of provoking the menses, now due, as they 
suppose from the age of the girl, she is almost always condemned 
to medical discipline, and but too frequently injured by submit- 
ting to its rules. Nothing, perhaps, would be more difficult to 
overcome than the prejudice of the necessity of this discharge, 
at a certain period of female life; and this period determined by 
the number of years which have passed. Women, upon this 
subject, are but too often incorrigibly wrong-headed ; and we are 
sometimes obliged to yield, for the patient’s sake, an appearance 
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of acquiescence. In many instances, did we attempt to convince 
them of their error, it would not only be labour lost, but, what is 
worse, would too often deliver the patient over to the discipline 
of some rapacious quack, or 9ome ignorant practitioner of medi- 
cine. 

The lapse of a certain number of years is not all that is re- 
quired that the menses may make their appearance: the uterus, 
and ovaria, must be developed, and be in good health, if I may 
so express myself, before this discharge wilt show itself; and this 
condition of the genital system is always indicated by corres- 
ponding changes in certain other portions of the system — there 
must, and will be, evidences of womanhood, before this event 
can happen;* and when these are absent, the girl should never 
be tortured by the class of medicines called emmenagogues. 

There seems to be four conditions of the female system, in 
which the menses are tardy in their appearance: a, Where there 
is little or no development of the genital organs; b, where this is 
taking place very slowly; c, where the development is inter- 
rupted by a chronic affection of some other part: d , where the 
most perfect development has taken place, yet they do not ap- 
pear. The management of each of these conditions is different — 
J shall, therefore, treat of them in order. 

Condition a, or where there is little or no development of the 
genital organs. This condition of the system is easily detected 
by the absence of all the signs which should characterize puber- 
ty — the breasts do not swell; nor are there capilli always on the 
pubes. In a girl thus circumstanced, who otherwise is in good 
health, it would be worse than idle, it would be cruel and disho- 
nest, merely because she had attained her fourteeth or fifteenth 
year, to subject her to medical rule, or to goad her system by 
stimulating emmenagogues. In such a case, if the mother or 
friends are rational, and to be trusted, we may honestly give our 
opinion of the entire insufficiency of medicine to produce the 
desired end. We should explain, so far as we can, the nature of 
the function of menstruation, and of the prerequisites to this dis- 
charge; and attempt to produce on their minds, the important 
conviction, that time, under proper circumstances, is all that is 
required, to effect the anxiously hoped for change. 

1 have encountered many such cases — with some I have suc- 
ceeded, in bringing the friends to my opinion ; in others I have not 
been so fortunate; — the latter may be divided into two classes — 
the one, though not convinced by our reasoning, dare not openly 

• I have lately seen three instances which contradict this role — in neither of 
which was there the slightest development of the mammae; but in each of these 
cates there was a diseased spine. Whether this condition of the spine has any 
infloence upon the appe&rahce of the menstrual evacuation, remains to be proved. 
See page 81 . 
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bid defiance to it; because, they fear responsibility; and thus will 
yield a reluctant acquiescence. The second, confident in their 
own judgment, will sometimes act upon it, to the imminent risk, 
if not to the destruction of the poor girl,* who may be the object 
of their solicitude. 

With the latter, when importunate, we should use a tempo- 
rizing plan ; and by the administration of some entirely inert me- 
dicine, and gain time, and save the patient from permanent ill 
health, or an untimely grave. I but too often call to mind, with 
bitter recollection, the fate of a most amiable, and interesting 
young creature, for whom I was requested to prescribe for the 
expected menses, but who had not one mark which would justify 
an interference; and, especially, as she was in perfectly good 
health — she was fifteen, it i9 true; and this was all that could be 
urged by the mother in favour of an attempt to “ bring down her 
courses.” I relied too much upon the good sense of her anxious 
parent; and freely explained myself to her — she left me appa- 
rently satisfied with my reasoning; and I heard nothing of the 
poor child for six months; at the end of this time I was suddenly 
summoned to attend her, as she was said to be alarmingly ill. 

When I saw her, she was throwing up blood in considerable 
quantities from the lungs; she died a few days after, from the 
excess of this discharge. The distracted mother told me, that 
though she appeared satisfied with what I had said when she left 
me, she was convinced I was wrong; and that her daughter’s 
health required the immediate establishment of the menstrual 
evacuation. With this view, she determined upon the trial of a 
medicine of much celebrity in similar cases, vended by a quack. 
She procured it and gave it; according to directions: in a few 
days her daughter became feverish, lost her appetite, and fre- 
quently puked; her strength failed, and after a short time she 
was confined to her bed — she called upon the “ Doctor,” and 
made known to him the condition of her daughter; he encouraged 
her to persevere: and told her that the fever, &c., was an effort 
nature was making for the end proposed — she persevered, fatally 
persevered ; for, in a few days more, she lost her lovely and only 
daughter. I examined the medicine which had been exhibited; 
it proved to be the oil of savin. 

Condition i, or where the development is taking place slowly. 
This condition is known by the partial alteration the mammas 
have undergone; by some expansion of body; and the protrusion 
of capilli on the pubes. The general health sometimes suffers 
slightly; especially if the girl has passed the fifteenth year, and 
she grows rapidly — she is assailed by a train of nervous symp- 
toms, as they are called ; such as palpitation of the heart, ring- 

* Bread pills are an excellent succedaneum, they interfere with nothing. 
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mg in the ears, headach ; a temporary diminution of strength 
upon any sudden exertion, loss of appetite, or a whimsical state 
of it, &c. 

This condition is not unfrequently accompanied by fluor albus; 
and when it is, more particularly deserves notice. This case 
merits attention, when the health appears to suffer; but must not 
be meddled with when it does not. 

Our exertions in favour of such patients, should tend to the in- 
vigoration of the system in general, and the development of the 
uterine system in particular. The first should be attempted, 1st, 
by the establishment of a regular course of exercise: — such as 
riding on horseback, when practicable; walking in proper wea- 
ther; skipping the rope within doors, when the weather will not 
permit exercise abroad ; dancing moderately, and with strict 
regard not to become overheated, and cooling too suddenly: 
2dly, by proper attention to dress; wearing flannel next to the 
skin in cold weather, and properly protecting the feet and legs 
against cold ; carefully avoiding damp and wet places, and par- 
tial streams of cold air, especially when warm : ddly, by a diet 
of easily digested substances, both of the animal and vegetable 
kind; avoiding all stimulating drinks, such as wine, spirits or 
beer, &c., under the specious pretext of their being strengthen- 
ing- 

The second must be accomplished by such medicines as have 
a direct or indirect action upon the uterus itself ; of the direct, 
the tinctured* cantharides appears to be the most efficient, and 
should be preferred to all others when lOucorrhoea attends ; thirty 
drops should be given three times a day, until this discharge 
cease. We may gradually increase the dose, should the com- 
plaint be obstinate; for it is of primary importance that it be 
removed ; for we need scarcely look for the catamenia, while 
this remains in any force — leucorrhcea is a kind of local deple- 
tion, and prevents that congestion of the uterus so favourable to 
development, and the production of the catamenial discharge. 
The parts should be regularly bathed every day with warm wa- 
ter; especially during the continuance of the fluor albus. 

Of the indirect kind, aloes seems to be the more certain — the 
influence of this drug upon the uterus has been very long ac- 
knowledged, and was much extolled for this purpose byMor* 
gagni and his contemporaries — it should be given in very small 
doses, and perseveringly continued; this medicine is, perhaps, 
preferable to the tinct. canth. where leucorrhcea does not attend; 
the following is the formula I generally employ : — « 

Sr. Gum. aloe. aue. Jn. 

Pulv. Rhct opt. ^j. 

Ol. Caryoph. gut, \v . 

Sapo Venct gr. viij. 

Syr. Rhci. q. a.— M. f. pit. he. 

9 * 
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One of these^to be given every night, night and morning, or 
every other night, as they may affect the bowels — the object is 
to keep the bowels free, but not purged. This prescription is a 
remarkable instance of the power of combination; for the very 
small dose just recommended, will sometimes act with great 
force upon the bowels — so much so, sometimes, as to oblige us 
to reduce the above quantity one half. The same regard must 
be paid at the same time, to air, exercise, and diet, as just re- 
commended. 

Condition c, or where this development is prevented by a chro- 
nic affection of some other part. The condition is readily de- 
tected by the presence of any such disease, as may be capable 
of interrupting this discharge, after it has been thoroughly well 
established; such as phthisis pulmonaKs ; chronic inflammation 
of the liver, or spleen; dropsy, &e. Under the existence of 
either of these diseases, the menses will almost always be sus- 
pended; because it will certainly interrupt the development of 
the organs essential to the formation of this discharge, however 
favourably this expansion may have commenced. 

This case constantly exposes the physician to the importuni- 
ties of the friends of the patient, for something “ to bring down 
the menses;* 9 it is in this case, of all others, that they are per- 
suaded, nothing more is wanted, to re-establish health — the phy- 
sician must here conceal his real sentiments; for, however con- 
vinced he may be of the inefficacy of remedies for this purpose, 
ho must not say so, if he regard the welfare of his patient. For 
no reasoning will convince them, that the disappearance of the 
catamenia depends upon the diseased condition of some other 
part of the body; and, consequently, that until this be removed, 
their reappearance is not to be expected. Indeed, the attempt 
would be mischievous ; for the patient would most probably be 
taken from his, and consigned perhaps to worse hands. He 
should, however, declare to the friends of the patient, that this 
circumstance, (the absence of the menses,) has been duly weighed, 
and will influence his prescriptions. 

In such cases, no prescription can be availing, but that calcu- 
lated to remove the original disease, and of the diseases which 
may interrupt the menstrual action, it is not our immediate pro- 
vince to speak, as they are not peculiar to females. 

It is true, however, that the long-continued suppression of the 
menses may seriously involve other viscera than the uterus; and 
their cure, when thus implicated, may depend upon the restora- 
tion of this discharge; but when this is the case, it constitutes 
the chronic idiopathic suppression of the catamenia. A want of 
attention to these different slates of dysmenorrhcea, that is, whe- 
ther they be idiopathic or symptomatic, ha9 led to an empirical 
mode of treatment. 
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Condition d , or when the most perfect development has taken 
place, but the menses do not make their appearance. This con- 
dition is easily known, by the girl having all the outward signs 
of womanhood ; the menses is all that is wanting to complete her 
title to it, and fit her for the duties she is destined to fulfil. 
This case is sometimes attended by fluor albus: when it is, it 
must be treated as recommended above. At other times, there is 
a manifestation of an attempt by the uterus to produce the dis- 
charge; this is known by a pain in the back, hips, and loins, 
with a sensation of fulness in the pelvis, attended sometimes with 
a forcing or bearing down. These symptoms sometimes recur 
periodically; and may even be attended by a serous discharge 
from the vagina, resembling whites. The tinct. canthar., as re- 
commended above, will rarely fail to produce the discharge, if 
given steadily for two or three weeks; or the madder may be 
given especially if the period for the return of the pains just 
spoken of, be near at hand. Indeed, this seems to be the only 
period at which this substance is more decidedly useful than any 
other of the emmenagogue medicines: it acts at times so prompt- 
ly, as almost to call in doubt its agency; but repeated success, 
under such circumstances, has convinced me of its efficacy.* 
From its possessing no general stimulating properly, it becomes 
very valuable in cases of great irritability of the system, or 
where there may be slight febrile paroxysms; for it seems to be 
a law of the animal economy, to institute fever, whenever strength 
is considerably impaired; hence, we almost always see it after 
wasting discharges of every kind. 

I have found that a strong decoction of this wood is of equal 
efficacy with the substance, and is much more easily taken. A 
pint of boiling water is directed to be poured upon an ounce of 
finely powdered madder and a scruple of bruised cloves; and 
then to be gently simmered for fifteen minutes ; when cool, strain 
off and give a wine-glassful every three hours. I have lately had 
a case of this kind, where the madder succeeded most promptly. 
This case rarely gives much trouble, unless the interruption has 
been occasioned by imprudent exposure 1o wet or cold: in this 
instance, it must be treated as an obstruction. 

A remarkable case of the non-appearance of the menses, was 
lately under the care of my friend Dr. Physick and myself. A 
lady of thirty years of age, had the usual concomitants of pu- 
berty at the ordinary age; these signs, however, were not fol- 
lowed by the catamenial flow, though periodical pain in the hips, 
loins, abdomen, particularly in the region of the uterus, nurnb- 

• Dr. Schdnlein, late Profeeeor at Wurzberg, asserts that ten grains of aloes, 
dissolved in a email quantity of warm water, and thrown into the rectum, at the 
period when cutamcnia ehould appear, ia more effectual than any other emmena. 
gogue. Aincr. Jour, of Med. Science*, for Feb. 1836. 
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ness of the thighs, &c., seemed to promise it would be so. In 
this situation this young lady has remained from the time of pu- 
berty to her present age. Previously to my seeing her, she had 
tried, without the least benefit, all the known emmenagogues ; as 
her sufferings were severe, and so long-continued, several medi- 
cal gentlemen were consulted previously, and so effectually were 
all the established remedies tried, that l was left almost without 
resource. On examining her per vaginam, nothing faulty could 
be discovered about the uterus. 

The only thing that suggested itself, as a possible remedy, was 
to pass a flexible catheter into the cavity of the uterus, under a 
hope, that something in the neck of this organ might obstruct the 
flow of perhaps accumulated menses. This suggestion was ac- 
cordingly acted upon; and the extremity of a catheter was passed 
an inch and a half through the neck of the uterus. The with- 
drawing of the instrument was not followed by a discharge of 
any kind; and, consequently, our hopes were immediately de- * 
stroyed, and our patient nowise relieved. She has never been 
troubled with leucorrhoea, or any other discharge from the vagi- 
na. This case we looked upon as not less ambiguous, than hope- 
less. The sufferings of this patient were great; the abdomen, 
during the periods of pain, was very tender to the touch, and a 
little distended ; a considerable hardness w'as felt immediately over 
the region of the pubes; but no circumscribed tumour, like the 
distended uterus, could be discovered. This case is remarkable 
for several of its circumstances : Lst. there is every outward ma- 
nifestation of the development of the genital system; 2dly, at every 
return of the period at which this discharge should take place, 
there is pain and other symptoms which commonly announce 
this discharge to be at hand, when not regularly established ; 3dly, 
as far as an examination per vaginam could ascertain, there 
was no defect in the uterus itself. In this case, the most proba- 
ble conjecture I can make is, that there is an anatomical defect 
in the secreting surface of the uterus itself; and that the pains 
which are endured at each returning four weeks, may be ow ing 
to the plethoric, or engorged state of this organ, and which is 
not relieved, as in common, by the secretion of the menstrual 
fluid. 

In a very recent work, on the practice of physic, by Dr. Mack- 
intosh, Vol. II. p. 346, we find two or three cases strongly resem- 
bling the one just related, and which were relieved by means 
similar to that recommended, or rather employed in that case, 
and may be regarded as instances of amenorrhcea arising from 
an imperfect or imperforate state of the os uteri. It may not be 
amiss to direct the attention of the reader to a remarkable circum- 
stance connected with the history of these cases; namely, that 
there was no collection of menstruous blood in the uterus, and 
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that the menstrual secretion did not appear to take place until after 
the perforation of the os tincae. Is this a uniform occurrence in 
similar cases ? Does menstrual secretion require, as a sine qua 
non, an outlet for its production? We think not, as has been as- 
serted — forlarge accumulations have taken place (as in imperfo- 
rate hymen) and we do not see what connexion a want of outlet 
can have in the menstrual secretions. 

“ A young woman, aged twenty-two, came from the country 
to consult Dr. J. A. Robertson, who sent her to me in the begin- 
ing of the winter, 1826. I collected the following particulars 
from herself and a female friend who accompanied her ; that the 
menstrual discharge had not yet appeared; that she had always 
been healthy till she reached the age of sixteen, from which pe- 
riod her health began to suffer, and since which she has regularly 
complained every month of pains in the back and loins, together 
with a sense of weight and bearing-down in the passages. For 
some time her sufferings were slight, and she was still able toper- 
form her duties as a servant, but for the last two years she has 
become comparatively*weakly and emaciated, and has not known 
what it is to enjoy a day’s ease; and she stated, that she would 
readily submit to any thing which might cure her. The girl ap- 
peared to be above the middle statue, the mammae were unde- 
veloped, she was of an awkward shape, and indeed her appear- 
ance, colour of skin, and sound of voice, were rather masculine. 
Her abdomen was not tumid, but I was told it was occasionally 
swollen, particularly after meals. She seemed to be of a nervous 
temperament, and was exceedingly shy and timid. Upon exami- 
nation, my fingers passed readily into the vagina, and the uterus 
was felt much lower than usual, but I could discover no orifice. 
Dr. Robertson had previously detected the same fact, but had not 
then communicated the circumstance to me, thinking he might be 
mistaken. I repeated the examination many times, and after feel- 
ing the spot where the orifice ought to have been, which was dis- 
tinguished by a small dimple, I attempted to introduce one of the 
smallest silver probes I could get m^de, but was unsuccessful in 
every attempt. It then occurred to me, that the malformation 
might be owing to an extension of the mucous membrane over the 
orifice, in which condition we sometimes sec the urethra of a new- 
born male child. I determined upon giving her (he chance of a cure, 
particularly as the means to be used would not certainly produce 
severe pain. Accordingly, the sharp and triangular extremity 
of a silver probe was introduced, directed by the finger, carried 
to the part above described, and a perforation made by em- 
ploying a rotatory motion: the instrument was then withdrawn, 
and the round point introduced, which then readily passed up to 
the fundus of the uterus. For several days she complained of 
slight pain, attended with some discharge of mucus, a little tinged 
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here and there with bloody specks, and I did not think proper 
to interfere farther until the irritation had subsided. In about 
eight days I began to attempt a farther dilatation, which was 
persevered in daily, the size of the instrument being increased, 
till, by the twelfth or thirteenth day, I was able to introduce No. 
6, male bougie, to the fundus of the uterus. On the following 
day there was the appearance of so much irritation, both local 
and constitutional, that I made no farther attempt. In two days 
afterwards she menstruated, and has been regular ever since, 
and suffers neither pain nor inconvenience. Her health and 
strength soon recruited, and in a short time her appearance be- 
came quite feminine. I saw her accidentally a few weeks be- 
fore this article was written, and she is still in the enjoyment of 
good health.* 

“In the case of amenorrhcea from imperfectly formed os uteri , 
the patient had at various times been afflicted with violent ner- 
vous symptoms; pain in the abdomen, sometimes of a distressing 
‘nature, and obstinate affections of the stomach and bowels; toge- 
ther with occasional retention of urine, and anomalous hysterical 
complaints. At every menstrual period she passed a little mucus, 
which was now and then slightly tii ged, but had never the na- 
tural appearance, and it was always attended with great pain. 
After attaining the age of twenty-three, when her health was 
greatly impaired, and after she had tried all known remedies in 
vain, she most reluctantly, and after great delay, submitted to ex- 
amination, and the os uteri was found so small as to be scarcely 
perceptible. She menstruated satisfactorily after several bougies 
bad been passed through the os uteri, but I never succeeded in 
penetrating completely into the cavity of the uterus, either from 
an obstruction in the cervix, or, from what appears to me to be 
more probable, a curvature of the canal. Nevertheless, after di- 
lating the passage as far as could be reached, (up to No. 7, bou- 
gie,) she menstruated naturally, freely, and without pain* and her 
health became wonderfully improved. It is but fair to mention, 
nowever, that this case was also complicated with extensive 
constriction of the rectum, which. I fear, is not yet completely 
removed.” 


Sect. II. — 2. Of the Suppression of the Menses . 

By a suppression of the menses, we are to understand, the 
Want of return of this discharge at the accustomed period, after 

* What became of the menstrual Said that had been previously secreted ? could 
it have been absorbed? we think not. Or did the uterus fail to secrete it in con* 
sequenoe of the obstruction of the neck; for it must be recollected, the symptoms 
of secretion had continued for more thnn two years. 
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it had been well 'established, when not interrupted- by pregnancy, 
suckling, or disease. 

For, however well established the menstrual discharge may 
be, it is liable to be interrupted from a variety of causes, inde- 
pendently of pregnancy and suckling. The little regard which 
the generality of females pay to this period, exposes them too 
frequently to a derangement of the menses; nay, some I have 
known so reckless of consequences, as designedly to interrupt 
them, by putting their feet in cold water when engaged for a 
party of pleasure. 

Frank mentions the case of a young lady who put her feet se- 
veral times in cold water during the flow of her menses, because 
she expected her lover, which quickly arrested them; an inflam- 
mation of the womb followed, and she was brought, dying, into 
the hospital at Vienna. He also states, on the authority of a cele* 
brated surgeon of Helmstadt, that a young lady was attacked 
with amaurosis of one eye, in consequence of the sudden suppres- 
sion of the menses from putting her feet in cold water — and when 
this discharge was recalled, she fortunately recovered the sight of 
her eye. And of one of his relations, of fine health and rare 
beauty, who, afier having danced all night, with her menses on 
her, left the ball-room in full perspiration; she would not wait for 
her carriage, but proceeded home, which was not far off*. She 
was attacked with metritis, and died on the fourth day. It is not, 
perhaps, unworthy of observation, that amaurosis has follqwed in 
a number of cases, the sudden stoppage of the menstrual discharge. 
In addition to the case just related by Frank, we may add the 
one by Mr. Brown, in vol. XXVI. of the Edinb. Med. and Surg. 
Journ. p. 279. In this case the patient was about forty years of 
age — she had become very much heated by a long walk in hot 
weather — at the end of her walk she was seized with her cata- 
menia, but which was entirely suppressed by a drink of cold 
milk ; this was followed by headach, oppression, hemiplegia, 
and amaurosis of the left eye. Mr. B’s attention was directed 
to the restoration of the menses, in which he succeeded in about 
six months; at which time her sight was restored. Perhaps the 
suppression of any sanguineous discharge might have the same 
consequences — that the eyes are particularly liable to affections 
from such like causes, is rendered at least probable, by the case 
of spectral illusion from suppressed hemorrhoiis, related in Hufe- 
land’s Journal, for September, 1824. 

“ A gentleman of Carlsruhe, in Silesia, sixty years of age, and of 
upright character, liberal, unprejudiced, constantly engaged with 
his profession, and inclined to nothing so little as to communing! 
with the kingdom of spirits, had long enjoyed good health, except 
that he had occasionally colic on exposing himself to cold, was 
liable from time to time to a hemorrhoidal flux, and had a c&ta- 
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ract in one eye, and dimness and weakness of sight in the other. 
A short time before he was seized with the affection about to be 
related, he received a visit from his niece, who was far advanced 
in pregnancy, accompanied by her husband. Soon afterwards 
the family received an alarm from a house taking fire near their 
dwelling. On the evening of that day, his wife remarked that 
he was restless, and put questions in a singular way. About six, 
when the candles were lighted, he insisted with his wife, that his 
niece had entered the room, taken his hand, and retired on his 
rising to meet her; that her husband escorted her; and that three 
other persons whom he did not know were also in the room. On 
going up stairs to supper, the spectral company went along with 
him, and after supper they returned with him to the lower room, 
and two of them went to bed w'ith him. At length, tired of the 
illusion, he drew the coverlet over his eyes, and leaving the spec- 
tres to their fate, fell asleep. Next morning his spiritual friends 
did not make their appearance; but a new illusion of sight took 
their place. He thought the walls of his apartment were all 
checkered like a chess-board, and so vivid was the deception, 
that it obliterated a number of engravings which hung on the 
walls. This lasted two days, and after it disappeared, his vision 
returned to its natural state. For some time after, he complained 
of weakness, giddiness, and anxiety in the chest. His appetite, 
however, was good; he slept well; and the pulse was natural. 
He had not had any hemorrhoidal discharge for some time 
before. Gentle laxatives; bathing the feet; and afterwards the 
tincture of cinchona, restored him soon to his usual state of 
health. His mind, excepting so far as regarded the spectral illu- 
sions. appears to have been quite entire.” 

Cold, in some form or other, may be considered as the most 
frequent remote cause of this suppression; and it may be applied 
either in the interval, just as they are making their appearance, 
or after they have flowed some time. 

When cold is applied to the interval, with sufficient force to 
prevent the recurrence of this discharge, the first notice the wo- 
man has of its influence is, the want of return of the menses at 
the period next expected. For the most part, at first, neither 
pain, nor other inconvenience is felt; but if they have failed for 
several periods, the approach of ill health is then perceived, and 
she becomes an object of medical care. She now becomes pale, 
emaciated, and is much enfeebled — a train of nervous symptoms 
may be superadded ; as palpitation of the heart, difficulty of breath- 
ing, a sense of suffocation, especially after any thing has hurried 
the circulation — to these fluor albus may be added, which soon 
aggravates the previous unpleasant symptoms. 

If cold be applied when the menses are about to appear, or 
after they have flowed some time, the symptoms may by very 
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much varied : in such cases, the patient is attacked with violent 
pain in the head, back, or bowels; and this with such severity, 
sometimes, as to create great anxiety for her safety. I have 
known temporary derangement, violent hysteria, and severe co- 
lics, result from this cause. For the relief of these, we are 
obliged to have recourse to blood-letting, purging, warm bath, 
camphor, opium, asafcetida, &c. ; and, for the time being, are ne- 
cessitated to treat the complaints as if they were independent of 
such a cause. For we can very rarely re-establish the discharge, 
after it has been thus interrupted; nor should it always be at- 
tempted ; for sometimes much injury is done by neglecting the 
consequences of this stoppage, by directing the force of our en- 
deavours to a recall of the discharge. I admit, that after bleed- 
ing and purging have been performed, advantage is sometimes 
derived from either the general or partial warm bath, or hot 
fomentations to the abdomen, especially if pain be experienced in 
the region of the uterus. Should pain be severe, I have found 
nothing answer so well as an injection composed of a gill of thin 
starch, a tea-spoonful of laudanum, and thirty grains of finely 
powdered camphor. If it be complicated with hysteria, the addi- 
tion of three tea-spoonsful of the tincture of asafcetida, instead of 
camphor, may be useful; this may be repeated pro re nata. If 
colic supervene upon the interruption of the menses, (after bleed- 
ing, should the pulse have indicated it,) I have found the most cer- 
tain relief given, by half-ounce doses of the elix. proprietat. every 
three hours, in warm sweetened milk, until the bowels are open. 

Having pointed out, in a cursory manner, the plan of treat- 
ment for the consequences of a sudden interruption of the menses, 
I shall now proceed to the consideration of such measures as will 
tend to invite their return. In doing this, I must be considered 
as speaking of the idiopathic suppression only, and of the mode 
of treatment proper for it. I must here premise, that I do not 
look upon every deviation in regularity, as a legitimate reason 
for medical interference; for many instances, with young girls, 
and especially those whp began precociously to menstruate, there 
will be a want of precision in return, that must not be mistaken 
for disease; for, did we subject the woman to medical treatment 
for every aberration of this kind, we should be condemning her 
to most improper discipline. So, also, it many times happens 
with hale, robust young women, that a temporary suspension of 
the menses takes place from cold or passions or emotions of the 
mind,* but which after a certain time will return without medi- 

* A lady informed me, that while menstruating, she fell down stairs; and from 
that moment, the discharge was suspended; nor did it reappear until the next 
period. And a case is related in the l ancet, where a suppression took place, 
from a violent fit of passion. Lancet. Vol. I. Case ix. p. 4 ( J7, See also Case, n 

m. ^ 
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cal application, or even the slightest premonition* My rule on 
this point constantly is, never to interfere, unless there be some 
evidence that the health is suffering by the absence of this dis- 
charge. For it very often happens, if we draw bloody (especially 
perhaps from the foot,) to the amount of eight or ten ounces^ or 
as near as it can be ascertained, that the menses should fk>w if 
they were not obstructed, we very often succeed in immediately 
removing the obstruction. 

The general health rarely, if ever, suffers, before three or Four 
successive periods have passed, unless this obstruction be accom- 
panied by a bad state of fluor albus. If this attend, the health 
may be earlier affected ; and then require to be immediately no- 
ticed. The remedies for this condition of the system will vary 
according to the state of the system; and I cannot too earnestly 
recommend attention to this important practical point, as success 
in the treatment of these complaints, almost exclusively depends 
Upon the discrimination. Perhaps there is not in the whole range 
of medical practice, such a departure from principles as in the 
treatment of certain female complaints — they seem to be pre- 
scribed for with determined empiricism ; as if the laws which 
govern disease in general were not applicable to them. The 
want of success, in many of the complaints of females, is owing 
almost altogether to the determination to discover specifics for 
them; for tne existing condition of the system ia never taken into 
calculation, when a prescription is made; hence, the almost uni- 
form failure of certain remedies in the hands of some practi- 
tioners, which are almost as uniformly successful in the hands of 
others. A practitioner acquires, by bng habit, and correct ob- 
servagfn, a control over certain diseases, that will not yield even 
toTfiWfeme remedies, when indiscriminately used by others— 
this tact in the use of certain medicines, is but the result of ac- 
curate observations on the various conditions of the circulating 
system ; and when this study is neglected, it is a moot point whe- 
ther the remedy succeed or not. 

In prescribing, then, for the disease, or rather derangement, 
under consideration, it were almost hopeless to employ remedies 
without the strictest attention to the existing state of the circu- 
lating system; the remedy which will relieve in one case, may 
not only be unavailing, but perhaps injurious in another; it there- 
fore behooves every one to become familiar with the various 
states of the pulse, before he prescribes his remedies, if he ex- 
pect to succeed by their employment. 

'The fear of debility has occasioned the death of thousands; 
and perhaps to the end of time it wiH have its victims — every in- 
terruption of a natural action, which may involve the system at 
large, with nine-tenths of the writers upon diseases, originates in 
debility; hence the whole class of diseases we are considering, is 
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supposed to either originate in, or be perpetuated by weakness: 
thus, fluor albus, and the deranged condition of the menses, are 
considered as diseases of weakness; than which, as a general rule, 
nothing can be farther from the truth. The most opposite reme- 
dies will, in their turn, remove the same diseases; and the person 
who cannot understand the reason of this simple fact, will never 
be able to combat them with success. 

Having stated some general notions on the management of the 
complaints under consideration, I shall now proceed to detail the 
practice essential in each particular state of the system. When 
the suppression is of recent date, that is, not more than of three 
or four months’ standing, I almost always find that the pulse, so 
far from betraying marks of debility , manifests a tendency to an 
excess of action: when this is the case, we should commence 
the treatment with such remedies and regimen as will reduce the 
pulse to a proper standard, before we proceed to the exhibition 
of such medicines as shall have a direct tendency to produce the 
menstruous discharge; which is to be done, by blood-letting, by 
purging, and by a strict vegetable diet. This plan is so effective, 
in some cases, as to require nothing more for the re-establish- 
ment of health; and in others so indispensable, that success can 
only result from its employment as a preparative step. I will 
illustrate both of these states by appropriate cases. 

Case First * 

Miss , after having stood a Tong time on a damp brick- 

paved cellar on a hot day, and at the warm employment of “ pre- 
serving,” found herself chilly, and her menses arrested ; her mo- 
ther had her daughter’s feet put in warm water, and gave her 
some hot pennyroyal tea; this removed the chilliness, but did 
not restore the discharge; she was occasionally taking remedies 
without effect, until some time after the third month; at'this time 
she became more indisposed, and I was requested to visit her — I 
found her labouring under severe headach, which was much in- 
creased by sitting up, or motion; her pulse full, and a little quick- 
ened: her tongue slightly furred, her appetite impaired, and her 
bowels costive. I directed her to lose twelve ounces of blood; 
to be freely purged by senna; and to confine herself to rennet- 
whey, barley water, or thin tapioca, for nourishment. 

Her symptoms were much less severe next day, but not en- 
tirely removed — I ordered another dose of senna tea, and the 
same diet to be continued : on my next visit she appeared per- 
fectly relieved ; but I insisted on her using a spare diet for some 
time longer, and to take an aloetic pill every night: this plan was 
pursued for several days, at the end of which time her menses 
made their appearance. 
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Case Second . 

Miss r, after a stoppage of her menses for four months, de- 

sired my advice; her health of late began to suffer considerably— 
she was pale and emaciated ; had some fluor albus ; headach ; loss 
of appetite; and was readily agitated by slight causes; much pal- 
pitation of the heart ; especially on going up stairs. Her pulse 
was tense and hurried, skin hot, and tongue considerably furred : 
especially in the morning. I ordered her to lose ten ounces of 
blood ; to be purged by senna, and to be confined to a vegetable 
diet. She was relieved by these remedies; but as the force of 
her puhe was not entirely subdued, I thought it best to keep the 
bowels loose, and confine her still to a vegetable diet. This plan 
was strictly persisted in for about ten days, which reduced her 
pulse sufficiently to bear the tincture of cantharides, in doses of 
five and thirty drops, three times a day : in a few days the fluor 
albus stopped ; and in a few more, the menses made theif appear- 
ance. Upon these two cases, I shall merely remark, that had I 
given any emmenagogue medicine in the commencement, I should 
not have had the pleasure of seeing my patient so quickly re- 
stored— or, in other words, had these cases been treated as cases 
of debility, I am certain the complaint would have been aggra- 
vated; yet in the feast, there were strong marks of debility , agree- 
ably to the common notions* upon this subject. 

The*madjder may be given more safely than any other remedy 
with which I am acquainted, without such particular attention 
being paid to the pulse, as it excites no increase of action in it. 
I am in the habit of using this drug without previous preparation, 
when applied to near the period at which the menses should ap- 
pear; and sometimes succeed most promptly with it— indeed, this 
is the only time at which it seems to be successful; for if it fail 
then, it is rarely more fortunate afterwards.* 

When the madder fails, I commence, in recent cases, with the 
tincture of cantharides, after having duly prepared the system 
for its reception. I rarely increase the quantity more than ten 
or fifteen dtops beyond the original dose, as the moderate doses 
of thirty-five or forty have always been found sufficient with me, 
when the medicine would succeed at all. Should the cantharides 
fail, the volatile tincture of guaiacum is then ordered : which, 
when exhibited in proper cases, has never yet failed in my hands. 
I give it, for this purpose, with a confidence I attach to no other 
medicine. This confidence is the result of very many years’ ex- 
perience of its efficacy. 1 have often succeeded with it, where 
almost all the other emmenagogues have failed ; nay, I have 

* 

* See p. 103. 
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done more; I have found it to answer completely, after it was 
said to have had a fair trial — but this fair trial was very far from 
being so.* As it is much more stimulating than the madder, or 
cantharides, 1 am more attentive to have the system properly 
prepared. I, therefore, generally reduce the pulse lower, than 
for the medicines just named : this is easily effected by the loss of 
a little more blood than in the other cases; purging more freely;, 
and insisting on a low diet for a few days. 

Wherrspeaking of the tact that is acquired in the administra- 
tion of certain medicines in certain diseases, I had particular re- 
ference to the employment of the tincture of g.uaiacum as an em- 
menagogue. I have, for more than forty years, almost daily 
used this medicine, in suppressed catamenia; and more especially, 
in those of long standing, without its having failed in any case 
proper for its usef— more cannot be said of any remedy. 

I say this in the most perfect good faith, as I have learned that 
?orne of my brother practitioners have not been equally success- 
ful with it — but I think I can readily account for their failure: 
1st, From their not placing the system in a proper situation for 
its use; and, 2dly, by not properly persevering in the remedy. 
Neglecting these important points, it can readily be imagined, that 
it may not succeed; for I deem an attention to them essential to 
its success; more especially in those cases, where many months 
of interruption have existed. 1 think one of its superiorities con- 
sists in its certainty in cases of very long standing ; and I could 
readily furnish, from my note book, a number of instances, where 
it succeeded to restore the menses after an interruption of from, 
nine months to nearly three years. 

The mode of using it is, a tea- spoonful every morning, noon, 
and evening, in a wine-glassful of sweetened milk; or, where 
not forbidden by some peculiarity of circumstance, as much white- 
wine, as Sherry, Tenerifie, or Madeira. The dose must be gra-^ 
dually increased, in those cases where a perseverance beyond 
four or five weeks becomes necessary. Should this medicine 
disturb the bowels too much, a few drops of laudanum must be ; 

* Mr. Jewel has used this tincture in the Middlesex Infirmary, and remarks,, 

14 In the administration of this medicine, it is but justice to state, that 1 have ex- 
perienced that, which in common we experience from all — occasional disappoint- 
ment; at the same time I conceive there is no medicine whose effects are more 
certain, provided the catamenial suppression docs not exist as a consequence of 
any organic disease.” — Lond. Med. and Phys. Journ. And Dr. Macleod, the 
editor of this Journal, in a note to Dr. Jewel’s Report, says that ho has been in 
the habit of employing the medicine, “and, in general, with very satisfactory re- 
tails.” 

t By a proper case I mean, where the suppression is idiopathic^ and not one,, 
in which the uterus has its functions interrupted by disease, or pregnancy— rfor, in 
the latter, I have in two or three instances been imposed upon, notwithstanding 
all my caution : and where I dared not suppose this condition to exist. But by 
these few cases, I learned, so far as they, would, gp, that it would .not produce- 
abortion. 

10* 
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aided to fcach^Jose; but if, on the contrary, they shpuld not be 
sufficiently opened, the addition of a little of the resin of jalap, or 
of powdered rhubarb, will be an improvement. 

As the tincture I employ is different from the tincture of the 
ah ops, i think it right to subjoin my formula. 

Bp Polv. G. Guaiac. opt. . 3 ‘ v » 

Qarbon. sod. vcl pot as. 3 ,8fl * 

Polv. Piment. ... 31. 

Alebobot.dilut. - - - roi. 

digt.-Afor a fewdays. 

The volatile spirit of ammonia is to be added, pro re nata, in 
the proportion of a drachm, or two, to every four ounces of tinc- 
ture; or less, or more, agreeably to the state of the system. 

M. Guibert highly recommends the use of Venice turpentine, 
in the arrfhtiorrhcea of feeble, nervous women of lymphatic tempe- 
rament. He directs the following form for its exhibition: — m 

|r. Terebinth, veneta. gij. 

Sapo. venet. - - - giij. 

Pulv. Rad. Glycyrrh. q. s. 

ft mats, div, in pUI. Ixxv. — Two to be taken every four hours. 

He says that he is rarely obliged to continue this medicine be- 
yond twelve days, even in, inveterate cases.* 

Dr. Lavagoa has published a number of cases treated with in- 
jections of ammonia in solution. They are highly interesting, as 
they discover a new resource in this sometimes highly obstinate 
derangement of the menstrual action. 

He observes , " If we consider the different medicinal substances 
which compose the list of supposed emmenagogues, and the 
consequences which generally follow retarded or suppressed men- 
struation ; if we examine the mode in which these substances act 
on the human body, it will be readily perceived that the animating 
influence of love, and the physical effects of a rational indulgence 
of the desires by which the species is reproduced* correspond 
with the practical views by which we are guided in the treat- 
ment of amcnorrhcea.” And he adds , 4f There is hardly a phy- 
sician, however limited his practice, to whose Ipt it has not fallen 
to observe young females, who, at the age of puberty, were dull, 
languid, pale, and labouring under scanty menstruation, suddenly 
restored to bloom, animation, and vigour, and to the salutary 
sanguineoqs evacuation, by an opportunity being afforded them of 
participating, in, conjugal duties. Whenever I reflected on this 

• fTbe spirits of turpentine has been fonnd successful, according to Dr. Elttotsoa, 
in this stoppage. He used an ounce of the spirits of turpentine in a pint of flajc- 
seed tea, or bariey.water, as an cnemata, and this was repealed twice, when the 
menses appeared. 


Digitized by 


Google 



SUPPRESSION OF TOE MBI98E8*. 115 

fact, and considered the numerous cases by which it was estab- 
lished, 1 never doubted that any stimulating medicine which might 
have the effect of determining an increased sanguineous afflux to 
the matrix would succeed in exciting suppressed menstrual eva- 
cuations. Under this impression, I determined to make a trial of 
liquid ammonia, in cases of amenorrhcea. This highly stimu- 
lating volatile medicine, added to warm milk, or any other fluid, if 
injected in suitable quantity into the cavity of the matrix, or along 
the canal of the vagina, is calculated to produce a sensation of 
orgasm, similar to that which is known to be most favourable to 
the cure of suppressed menses.” Lancet, Vol. I. p. 497.. 

We have thought proper to introduce to the reader, therea- 
soning of Dr. Lavagna; and though we do not altogether agree 
to his theory for “ restoring the suppressed menses,” we never- 
theless think, that the cases by which he illustrates his. practice 
are no less important than convincing. We are of opinion, that . 
his plan should be tried in cases where the ordinary means have 
failed : these, however, we are disposed to believe would be few, 
if the plans we have suggested were correctly put in practice, 
and duly persevered in. It is true, fbat the remedies we have 

[ >roposed, require oftentimes a long perseverance, and thestomach 
oathes them, from their quantity and constant use. Yet with 
these certain disadvantages, we are of opinion, that the unmar- 
ried women in this cpuntry, would very reluctantly submit to the 
alternative, however imperious the necessity. 

The mode of using it is, to throw up. the vagina, by means of a 
female syringe, ten or twelve drops of the aqua ammonia purse in 
an ounce of milk or water, four or five times a day. It should be 
of such strength, as to excite an unpleasant irritation in the part, 
after each trial of it. If this prove rather excessive, the ammo- 
nia should be more diluted, or used in a smaller quantity. It 
would appear from the history of Dr. L’s. cases, that some un- ► 
pleasant feelings are essential to the success. of the remedy. 

If there be no mistake in the details of the cases, the action of 
the ammonia was very prompt, even where the suppression had 
assumed a chronic form.* Most of the cases required a. perseve- 
rance of but a very few days in the injections. 

And, as a last resource for the girl under such circumstances, 
marriage, from the. time of Hippocrates downwards, has been re- 
commended, though of late, with less confidence than formerly. 

As a mechanical irritant it may be occasionally useful, though 

* Dr. Hosack (New York Med. and Phys. Jour.) declares, he treated a case sue- . 
cessfully, of ten years’ standing, by means of this remedy, after many others had P 
been unuvailingly employed. He directed a drachm of the ammonia, and a pint of 
rain water, to he thrown up the vagina, three times a day. The cure was effected 
in five weeks. I am sorry 1 cannot confirm the favourable accounts of Drs. La- 
vagna and Hosack — in my hands it has utterly failed. 
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oor own experience goes bat a little way to* confirm its utility. 
For we are of opinion, that authors have been led into error upon' 
this point, by not discriminating between the sanguineous dis- 
charge, after a first coitus, and which is consequent either to the 
rupture of the hymen, or from the severe distention of the parts, 
and a genuine menstrual discharge— for the first almost invaria- 
bly takes place with virgins, though they may be perfectly regu- 
lar, and may have menstruated but a few days previously. 

There is another remedy proposed by Dr. C. Patterson, name- 
ly, stimulating the external surfaces of the mammae; which we 
give for what it is worth, until experience decides upon its 
powers. 

Catharine Power, aged 19 years, applied to me on the 14th 
Sept. 1832. She complained of headach, languor, loss of appe- 
tite, and inability to attend to her usual business, that of a servant. 
She stated; that, about the middle of April, the menstrual discharge 
being then present, she incautiously exposed herself to cold in 
washing clothes at a river. The catamenia then suddenly ceased, 
had not since returned, and from that period she had been con* 
stantly subject to ill health. She had consulted different medi- 
cal gentlemen, and taken a great variety of medicines, with little 
advantage. 

I directed that the clavicular half of the right mamma should 
be covered with a sinapism. It was allowed to remain on for 
thirty minutes; and on visiting her in six or seven hours after its 
removal, I found the whole right breast considerably swollen, hot, 
and painful. The next morning the enlargement of the mamma 
was very much increased,' the tumefaction having extended to the 
clavicle and axilla of the irritated side. There was no hard cir- 
cumscribed or prominent tumour, but a painful diffuse elastic dis- 
tention of the mammary gland and surrounding cellular substance. 
-On the evening of the day next succeeding the application of the 
sinapism, the poor girl, with much joy, reported that the cata- 
menia had appeared. The flux having continued for three or four 
days in moderate quantity, she then found herself greatly relieved 
of the headach and other most distressing symptoms; and in a 
week her health was so far restored that she ceased to require 
any farther attendance. 

In this case cold evaporating lotions and gentle saline aperi- 
ents were employed to moderate the local phlogistic engorge- 
ment. She has continued to menstruate at her regular periods. 

From the facility with which the menstrual flux was induced 
in the preceding case, it would seem that the beneficial effects, in 
amenorrhcea^ lately observed to arise from the long continued 
daily application of one or two leeches to the breasts, was entire- 
ly owing to the great irritation which the leech-biles had even- 
tually produced in these organs. The abstraction of blood by 
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leeches from the mammae, has not, according to the reports of the 
cases in which they were employed, the least perceptible influ- 
ence over the uterine functions, until pain, heat and excessive 
tumefaction of the breasts had been first developed.* 

Phlogistic engorgement of the mammae being, then, the essen- 
tail movement, which in this instance, determined the flow of the 
catamenial discharge, it must be obvious, that, for the production 
of the necessary irritation to effect that engorgement, the simple 
application of a sinapism would have been, in every respect, in- 
finitely preferable to the tedious and troublesome process of the 
daily repetition of leeching. But it must not be supposed that 
mammary irritation is applicable to every form of amenorrhcea. 
I know that it will not be successful in every case, for I have 
found it to fail. 

Analogous to suppression, may be considered the very sparing 
quantity of the menstrual discharge — this may happen, 1st, to 
young women in the prime of life ; and, 2dly, to women pretty 
far advanced towards that period, at which the menses are about 
to cease. With the first, when the usual quantity fails to be dis- 
charged, it always excites alarm, and recourse is almost instantly 
had to the nostrums of old women, or perhaps regular application 
is made to the physician — I have seen many of these cases; and 
they may be classed under two heads:; — 1st, Where this takes 
place from some accidental irregularity in the secreting powers 
of the uterus; and, 2dly, Where there is too early a tendency to 
cessation. The first may be again divided into two states : 1st, 
When, after it has continued some time, the health seems to be 
impaired pretty much after the same manner, as if a decided sup- 
pression were present ; for it has very much the same accom- 
panying symptoms ; and, when this happens, the complaint, for the 
most part, seems to be relieved by the same remedies; especial!)’, 
by the tincture of cantharides.f In the second state, it seemed 

* These cases appear to be strengthened by a case recorded by Mr. Jones, and 
published in the Lancet for May, 1835. The subject of this case was a woman, 
aged twenty-one, who had been labouring under suppression of the menses for 
more than eighteen months, with much consequent derangement of her general 
health. She had been under a variety of treatment, without benefit; and Mr. 
Jones dosed her for several weeks with aloetic purgatives, mineral tonics, and 
vegetable billers, cantharides, secale cornutum. Sec. Sec., without producing the 
slightest appearance of the diminution of her disease. He then recommended a 
sinapism, consisting of equal parts of mustard and linseed meal, and water q. 0 ., 
to be applied over the whole of the right mimina, arid there to remain as long as 
it could be borne. The sinapism was continued for about an hour and a half, and 
on the evening of the same day the breast was very painful and much swollen; 
which symptoms increased so much on the third day, a9 to cause much sympto- 
matic fever. On the fifth day the catamenia appeared in considerable quantity, 
and continued for nearly four days. The patient, after this, nienstruafod regularly, 
and is now in perfect health. — Amer. Jour, of Med. Scien. for Aug. 1835. 

t Dr. Lavagna uses the ammoniacal injections in these cases, with apparent 
•BCCtM. 
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to be, in a number of the instances which fell under my notice, 
an habitual condition of the uterus; and, though the quantity dis- 
charged was sometimes extremely small, yet all the natural or pro- 
lific powers of the genital system appeared to be preserved: for I 
have known pregnancy to follow in several cases. I have pre- 
scribed all the usual remedies for each of these cases, without ef- 
fecting any change in the quantity discharged ; yet, after marriage, 
some of these women became mothers. I have, therefore, of late 
years, not interfered with them, where there was no evidence of 
ill health. However, it must be confessed, though ill health may 
not attend, some who are thus circumstanced are not fruitful ; but 
in these, so far as I have seen, it has been the anticipation of a final 
cessation. I have met with three instances, where this evacuation 
had ceased altogether before the twenty-fifth year; and two before 
the thirtieth year: the health of these women appeared to be as 
perfect, as if they had had this discharge in its most regular 
manner. 

When scanty menstruation takes place in women in the de- 
cline of life, it is not generally so regular in its periods as in 
young women; yet, as we have never witnessed any unpleasant 
consequences to arise, we never thought it proper to interfere ; 
especially in women after their five and thirtieth year. This 
condition of the menses is more apt to take place in unmarried 
women, and in widows, than in married women. 

In some instances of young married women, I have had 
strong reason to believe it was owing to a deranged condition of 
the ovaria; for they were not only barren, but had never disco- 
vered any desire for sexual intercourse ; or, at least, were per- 
fectly indifferent to it. 

Jit would seem to follow, from these observations, that the cases 
of deficient menstruation, in which the health appears to suffer in 
a greater or less degree, are those of the most easy management ; 
but in the treatment of them, the same regard must be paid to the 
condition of the vascular system, as if an absolute obstruction 
existed. I shall relate a case, by way of illustrating the mate- 
rial points in question. Mrs. , aged twenty, during a period 

of her catamenial flow, suddenly heard of the death of her ab- 
sent husband — the menses were immediately suspended, and con- 
tinued so for five months; during which time she suffered much 
from a train of most untoward nervous symptoms: at the end 
of five months there was a slight show, whkki was repeated at 
the end of another month, and so on, for two or three periods: 
but her health did not improve, as was fondly hoped, by this 
slight discharge, and I was now consulted. I found her, as 
staled above, with a variety of nervous symptoms; which 
were easily exacerbated by the slightest mental distress ; toge- 
ther With considerable leucorrhcea — much headach; hot skin 
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towards evening: costive bowels— she lost fen ounces of blood; 
was purged by aloes and rhubarb; kept upon a tpilk and vegeta- 
ble diet ; took the tincture of cantharides ; and the next month she 
had an ample discharge. 


Sect. IIL — 3. Of the Immoderate Flow of the Menace. 

This complaint is much more rare than we should be led to 
believe, did we regard popular opinion; or even some of the 
writers of practical systems of either medicine or midwifery. 

I have seen, comparatively, very few cases of superabundant men - 
see — for in my consideration ot this subject, I shall confine my- 
self to what should be strictly called an inordinate menstrual 
secretion. This complaint has been very often confounded with 
uterine hemorrhage;* because the latter almost always com- 
mences with a genuine menstrual evacuation, which continues 
for two or three days, and is then followed by a discharge of ' 
pure common blood ; all of which, by careless observers, has 
teen classed under an " immoderate flow of the menses.” Should 
this confusion be admitted into the description of this complaint, 
we need not be surprised at the avowed frequency of immoderate 
menses. 

There is an almost endless variety of uterine constitution, if I 
may so term it; consequently, there will be a corresponding va- 
riety in the performance of its duties ; hence, one woman will dis- 
charge twice or three times as much of the menstruous fluid as 
another, without suffering from this apparent excess. For, as re- 
spects this discharge, excess qpust be regarded as a relative term ; 
and it should only be considered excessive, when it has an inju- 
rious effect upon the general health; if it produce no debility, or 
other disagreeable symptoms, we have no right to call this dis- 
charge immoderate, or excessive; for it is only so, as compared 
with those who may evacuate less, but yet be in no better health. 

I must therefore repeat that this discharge, in excess, is of very 
rare occurrence; and that, so long as it does not impair the con- 
stitution, it should never be meddled with; especially if it be not 
inimical to impregnation. 

I am well acquainted with a lady, who has more than once 
assured me, that from her earliest recollections of this discharge 
after it had commenced, (which was at her twelfth year,) she 
never enjoyed a longer exemption from it than ten days, unless 


* Mr. Burns says, •* some women menstruate more copiously or more frequent-^ 
Jy, than by the general laws of the system they ought to do. The discharge is 
menstruous, and does not coagulate, which distinguishes this state from uterine 
hemorrhage.” Vol. I. p. 155, James’* Ed. 
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she was pregnant, or suckling ; yet, during the whole of that 
time she had never suffered the slightest indisposition, that could 
be attributed to that cause: she was, therefore, two-thirds of her 
time, with the exceptions just mentioned, giving issue to this dis- 
charge. She also declared her belief, that, from what she could 
learn from others, she evacuated daily, as much as women 
in general; consequently, she must have parted with at leafct 
. three or four times as much as is commonly lost during a com- 
mon period. 

Should this complaint prove excessive, or in our acceptation of 
the term, namely, where health suffers from this cause, it should 
be treated, perhaps, as a hemorrhage, properly so called — I say 
perhaps ; because, I have seen but one case, where, from the 
quantity of the discharge, debility, and other evils were induced ; 
and this case was treated as a common hemorrhage. 

Miss , aged seventeen, was seized with a severe tertian, 

which, before it could be arrested, required much depletion, and 
• left her for some time in a state of great weakness. After it was 
thought she was recovered, her menstrual discharges became 
very abundant, and recurred, as they were always wont to do, 
every three weeks. The quantity discharged was very great, as 
far as could be determined by the pulse at the lime, and its ap- 
pearance upon the cloths. She was very feeble, and was con- 
fined to her bed from weakness, before I visited her. I saw her 
when her menstrual period was upon her; she was greatly re- 
duced in strength, and was much emaciated. Her pulse was 
frequent and weak; her feet and hands cold; she was extremely 
pale; distressed by palpitation of the heart; ringing in the ears; 
and great sickness of stomach. 

She was immediately ordered to have bottles of warm water 
placed at her feet; to take thirty drops of laudanum, with as 
much of Hoffman’s anodyne liquor; two grains of the sugar of 
lead, with a third of a grain of opium, every hour, until the dis- 
charge should be moderated. The character of the discharge I 
was particular to ascertain; and from the most cautious exami- 
nation, I had no hesitation to believe, (oontrary to my first im- 
pression,) that it was a genuine menstrual flux, of unusual severity. 

. By the plan just mentioned, the discharge was much moderated 
in the course of a few hours ; but early the next morning, I was 
sent for in great haste, as the flow had very much increased. I 
now ordered twenty grains of the sugar of lead, a tea-spoonful of 
laudanum, and a gilTof lukewarm water, as an injection — this 
quickly arrested the discharge; which did not return from that 
time; if we except a very moderate stillicidium of three or four 
days’ continuance. In the interval, a nourishing diet was directed 
—quiet, and a mattress to sleep upon ; also twenty drops of the 
elixir of vitriol, in strong, sweetened rose-leaf tea, four limes a 
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day, and the bowels kept open by small but repeated doses of the 
sulphate of magnesia. On the arrival of the next period, she was 
again attacked with a flow as abundant as on the former occa- 
sion; the same remedies were again successfully employed. 
During the succeeding interval, two grains of the sacch. sat. every 
morning, noon, and evening, were ordered in lieu of the vitriol ; 
she was directed to drink freely of cold chamomile and orange- 
peel tea; a plaster of Burgundy pitch to be applied to the back; 
and the legs and feet to be kept very warmly clothed. 

The next discharge was considerably more moderate, but still 
too abundant; the sugar of lead pills were now given every two 
hours until the flow should cease. The interval was conducted 
as before; and, after this time, there was no farther necessity of 
medicine. Exercise, and sea-bathing, very soon confirmed her 
health ; nor did she afterwards suffer any return. 

The plan just detailed proved successful in the instance men- 
tioned ; but whether it would be so in other cases, my limited 
experience in “excessive menstruation,” will not permit me to 
declare — though I am disposed to think it might; and, under 
similar circumstances, I should certainly adopt it. 

Sbot. IV. — 4. Dysmenorrhoec/j or Painful Menstruation . 

This disease is very common in our climate; and is one from 
which not only great suffering is experienced, but also very fre- 
quently one of great obstinacy. The woman is obnoxious to it 
during every part of the menstruating period of life. 

It would, perhaps, be very difficult to assign all its remote 
causes: the most common are, the application of cold during the 
flow of the menses; taking cold after abortion; and, in several 
instances, I have known it to follow the consummation ofc mar- 
riage. This latter cause is, perhaps, the most difficult of expla- 
nation; for it would seem to have no such agency, reasoning d 
priori . In a number of other instances, the causes appeared to 
oe so hidden, as not to be cognizable. The married and the 
single woman are alike subject to it. 

The suffering, at the menstrual periods, is sometimes severe 
beyond description : it resembles, in intensity, the pains of labour, 
or of abortion, properly so called ; for, to either, the case may be 
said to have a strong analogy. It usually commences by a slight 
menstruous discharge, which is pretty suddenly arrested: pain 
now almost instantly ensues; this is described by women to be 
of a forcing, bearing down kind; returning at longer or shorter 
intervals, until a membranous' substance, or small coagula, are 
IX 
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discharged.* If it be a membranous substance, it will be found 
of unequal size, sometimes small, at other times large, and some- 
times it resembles the cavity from which it has been expelled ; at 
other times it will be broken into many fragments. After the 
expulsion of this substance, the woman enjoys ease, unless there 
be a fresh production : in which case it requires, for its expulsion, 
fresh contractile exertions of the uterus. 

The quantity discharged is very various; sometimes it is small, 
and at other times very abundant. I have seen a portion not 
much larger than my nail ; and, again, I have witnessed as much 
as would fill a large tumbler. The periods employed for the ex- 
pulsion of this substance also vary; sometimes requiring but a 
few hours, at other times several days. The degree of suffering 
is not always in proportion to the quantity of the substance ex- 
pelled ; indeed, the pain would rather appear to be less, when 
much is discharged ; which, perhaps, is not of difficult explana- 
tion. 

There appear to be two distinct states of this affection: one, 
where the mammae sympathize with the uterus, by becoming 
tumid, and oftentimes extremely painful ; the other is, where there 

is no such affection. These two conditions are not equally ma- 
nageable: the one accompanied with painful breasts, so far as my 
observations have gone, is the more so of the two. 

Dr. Eberle, in the paper just alluded to, confirms the corect- 
ness of these observations, and offers the following exposition of 
this sympathy. He observes that I have offered no explanation; 
but he thinks it admits of one, and says, “ I have observed, for 
instance, that in nearly every case, where the breasts become 
tumid and painful, the concreted pseudo-membranous substance, 
(if any is cast off,) is thifck, and of much consistence; and in those 
where the mammae do not sympathize, it is usually thrown off 
in the form of a thin membrane. In the former case, the uterus 
is much . more distended, approaching the condition of ear|y 
pregnancy; and we may presume that this state would be most 


• It is lo bo lamented that gentlemen who quote the opinions of others, should 
not give such opinions fairly. Dr. Eberle, in “ offering some remarks upon the 
pathology and treatment of dysmenorrhcea," (Western Journal,) states that “some 
writers, and among these. Dr. Dewces, seem to think that this complaint depends 
invariably on the formation of a pseudo-membranous substance over the internal 
surface of the uterus, by which the orifices of the menstrual exhalents are ob- 
structed." Now it is only necessary to compare the text with this quotation, to 
absolve the author, at least, from such a sweeping assertion, and to prove how 
carelessly Dr. E. must have read, — for I neither say that the formation of a mem- 
branous aubstance is essential to dysmenorrhea, or intimate that “the orifices of 
the menstrual exhalents are obstructed." I mention that either a membranous 
substance or ooagula are formed, and I believe that this obtains in all cases of un- 
complicated or idiopathic dysmenorrheea—when pain attends the menstrual pro- 
cess, without either of these products, it will te found that the patient is labouring 
under the u irritable uterus," and not dysmenorrhcea. £. 
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apt to awaken the uterine sympathies, and thus to excite the 
mammary glands.” 

To this explanation we would urge the following objections — 
first, that we have never observed the connexion between the 
condition of the mammae, and thickness or thinness of the « pseudo- 
membranous substance for we have known this sympathy to 
take place where the quantity discharged was very small, and 
we have known it absent where this product was abundant, and 
where even small coagula were discharged. Secondly, because 
iJr. E., himself, admits the same thing, virtually : for he says, 
that “in nearly every case where the breasts become tumid, the 
concreted pseudo-membranous substance, (if any is cast off,”) 
^ c * Now, is it not evident, that the doubt conveyed by the 
words “ if any is cast off,” implies that he has seen instances of 
mammary sympathy, without this substance, (either thick or thin,) 
being cast off? And if this be so, what becomes of his explana- 
tion, since it altogether depends upon the thickness and consist- 
ency of the false membrane ? Thirdly, Because we do not con- 
sider the substitution of one inexplicable phenomenon for ano- 
ther equally inexplicable, as an explanation — for suppose this 
membrane should irritate the uterus so as to cheat it into the be- 
lief, that it was “approaching the condition of early pregnancy,” 
has he informed us, or does any body know how this change is 
eitected in the mammas by every conception? We are all aware 
ot the fact, but we can offer no “ explanation ” of it. Fourthly 
Assuming Dr. E’s. “explanation” to be correct, does it inform 
us why such cases are the most easily relieved ? 

Besides the alternate or labour-like pains, just mentioned, there 
is almost always a permanent one in the back, hips, and loins, 
which continues until the alternate pains have ceased; indeed 
this aching pin sometimes precedes the other, and announces 
the discharge to be at hand. 

In another place, I have declared, that the menstruous fluid is 
the product of a secretory process;* I have there given my rea- 
sons for this opinion; I now assume it as a principle; and upon 
this principle, attempt to account for the formation of the mem- 
branous production, so often yielded in dysmenorrhoea. But, be- 
lore I attempt an explanation of the formation of this membrane, 

I must again direct attention to a very remarkable circumstance 
in the character of the menstrual blood, namely, its not possess- 
es the property of coagulation. From this, it appears that the 
blood, or a part of it, has suffered some change by the action of 
the uterine vessels; and that this change has been imposed upon 
the coagulating lymph, by the process of secretion. I have as- 
signed reasons for this change, when speaking of menstruation-! 

• See p. 90, et seq. f See p. 89. 
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Now, it is not difficult tQ suppose that the uterus, like every other, 
organ, may have its functions or actions changed, or altered: in 
consquenceof which, the texture of the coagulating lymph, instead 
♦of being so subdued as to prevent coagulation, as it is wont to 
be when the uterine secretory action is perfect, remains nearly 
the same as when it entered this viscus ; except that it may be 
attenuated, as in some inflammatory diseases : and it will) from 
this imperfect elaboration, be thrown into the cavity of the uterus, 
without being dispossessed of the power of separation, and of 
coagulation. 

It is poured into the uterus in a very gradual manner; and from 
this circumstance, may tarry there sufficiently long to separate 
into its constituent parts: for it now resembles common blood; 
the coloured part, or red globules, from their greater weight, will 
leave the imperfectly subdued coagulating lymph, and fall to the 
bottom of the uterus, and, sooner or later, be aischarged; while 
the coagulating lymph, either in part or altogether, will be left to 
spread itself over the internal face of the uterus, and there quickly 
assume, as is usual with it when in contact with living parts, the 
appearance of a membrane.* This membrane will be, to all in- 
tents and purposes, an extraneous substance to the uterus; and 
will sooner or later urge it to repeated contractions, to throw it 
off; which contractions will be painful, like those of labour: 
hence, the pain in this kind of menstruation. 

Dr. Eberle considers this explanation as contrary to sound pa- 
thological principles, and to the import of the essential phenomena 
of dysmenorrhoea, and proves this by ringing the changes upon 
the word “ impaired/' Now, this word, as connected with the 
other portions of the text, does not mean “ weakened” but merely 
altered, or changed ; and if this explanation of its meaning be 
accepted, Dr. Ijs objection to the pathology offerei is not per- 
haps so irreconcilable as he appears to think. Besffies, we must 
again accuse the Doctor of reading carelessly, or else of wresting 
the meaning of our words. He adds, that “ Analogy also affords 
us good grounds for this opinion;” (namely, that in dysmenorr- 
hoea, the Uterine system approaches to a state of inflammation.) 
“ Lymph is never thrown out so as to form membranous concre* 
tions, except from inflamed or highly irritated surfaces.” 

To the objections of Dr. E., we would observe, first, that we 
have never pretended to point out the pathological condition of the 
internal surface or other portions of toe uterus, in dysmenorrhcea 

* Morgagni explains the production of the membranes formed in the case he 
relates, differently, but perhaps not more satisfactorily. He says, u It was easy 
to conceive, that the viscid particles, of the sernm of the blood, issuing from the 
uterine orifices of the vessels, which had formerly been discharged in the form of 
a floor albas, were now become more viscid, and adhered to all the internal parie- 
tes of the uterus,* and by this means were concreted into a polypous membrane.— 
Epist xlviii. art. 13. 
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— all we have advanced is, that some change was effected in the se- 
cretory surface, and that, instead of the fluid discharged during the 
menstrual period, presenting the appearances it is wont to do in the 
healthy condition of this surface, it permits a separation of its con- 
stituent parts, thus proving some change or imperfection in the 
action which produced it. Now, whether this be owing to in- 
flammation, or high irritation, we have neither declared nor de- 
nied. Secondly, we have in no part of this chapter, declared, 
intimated, nor do we believe, that “ lymph” alone is poured out, as 
from inflamed surfaces, in dysmenorrhcea : on the contrary, we 
have expressly stated, that the lymph and colouring matter of the 
blood were both present in the healthy menstruous fluid — but that 
in healthy menstruation, the lymph was altered by the process of 
elimination, as it no longer coagulated ; but not so in dysmenorr- 
hcea. Thirdly, that Dr. E. is at variance with himself ; for, he 
first attempts to show, that the phenomena of dysmenorrhcea, de- 
clare, that “ the whole uterine system is morbidly increased , and 
that it approaches to the state'of inflammation.” To prove this, 
he says, there is a “ sense of fulness and pain in the pelvis, loins, 
and thighs — the accelerated, and often tense pulse — the hot and 
feverish skin, decidedly indicate a congested and irritated state of 
the pelvic organs.” We shall not remark at present upon the 
fidelity of this history of symptoms, as the assumption of their 
truth will best at this moment serve our purpose — which is, to 
show what we have just asserted, that Dr. E. is at variance with 
himself. 

Now, we will ask any candid person, at all conversant with 
pathology, whether the^Doctor has not made out clearly, that in 
dysmenorrhcea, there is both an inflamed and highly imitated 
surface , in the uterine cavity. Yet he wants to prove, that there 
is no lymph poured out; because, “ lymph is never poured out 
so as to form membranous concretions, except from inflamed or 
highly irritated surfaces !” 

The treatment of this complaint consists in the temporary, and 
the permanent ; the first consists in the administration of remedies 
to relieve pain at the commencement of, and during the attack; 
and the most efficient, and uniformly certain for this purpose, that 
I have yet discovered, is camphor in sufficient doses ; the follow- 
ing is the formula I generally use: — 

R Gum. Camphor. J)i. 

Sp. vin. rect. q. sf. pulv. — Adcte 

Pair. G. Arab, ap. 

Sacch. alb. q. «. 

Aq. Cinnam. simp. x\, 

M. 

One-half of this draught is to be given the instant pain is ex- 
perienced; and if it be not relieved in an hour or two, the other 

11 * 
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half is to be given — this quantity, however, is- not always suffix 
cient to subdue pain; in this case, let the mixture be repeated—? 
or the same quantity of camphor may be finely powdered, and 
-given in ten grain doses every hour, mixed in a little sirup tit any 
kind, until relief be procured. Sometimes the stomach is much 
deranged in this complaint, and will suffer nothing to remain 
upon it; when this happens, I order twenty or thirty grains of 
camphor to be rubbed down with a few drops of the spirit of 
wine to a very fine powder; one drachm of laudanum ; end* 
three ounces of thin starch or flax-seed tea, as an injection per 
anum. The quantity of this medicine may be varied according 
to the exigency, and may be repeated agreeably to the necessity 
of the case. Should this be too suddenly discharged, or fail in 
giving relief, it may be repeated. 

Opium in various shapes, has also been administered; either 
alone, or in combination with camphor, or ipecacuanha. The" 
ergot has also been recommended. I have tried it ; and, with 
one exception, it has failed. It must, however, be declared, that 
my experience in the use of this substance has not been exten- 
sive; and even in the few trials 1 made, perhaps I may not havc^ 
given it a fair chance. These doubts have lately arisen, from 
4wo or three of my friends telling me it had been entirely suc- 
cessful with them ; and, also, from a case of success occurring 
within a short time in my own practice. As the case was un- - 
usual, by combining with it a rare occurrence, namely, menor- 
rhagia, I will relate it. . 

In October, 1825, Mrs. applied to be relieved of painfbl 

menstruation, together with an immoderate discharge of blood.. 
The pain appeared to be produced by the discharge of coagula; 
at least there was no appearance of membrane in the fluid she 
passed. She also had leucorrhcea to a considerable extent. I 
ordered her the ergot in the following form:-^ ^ 

R. Pulv. secale cornuL 388. 

Exl. gentian. gi. 

M. f. pil. xv. One every morning, noon, and evening 1 . 

She began the use of pills about a week after a period, and 
continued them until the next made its appearance. At this 
time she found herself much relieved, both as regarded pain, and 
the quantity discharged. The next period was still better; and 
since, she has had no farther trouble. Warm bath, pediluvium, 
and bleeding, h&ve also been prescribed ; but nothing has suc- 
ceeded with me so well as camphor.* 

* In severe cases, or those which resist the camphor or laudanum, might not 
the hydrocyanic acid be useful ? 

I am sorry to say, that I cannot answer this query in the affirmative at present 
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The radical treatment consists in the exhibition of remedies in 
the interval, with a view to prevent the recurrence of pain — the 
one which has proved most successful, is the volatile tincture of 
guaiacum, given as directed in suppressed menses. The same 
regard to the state of the system as is there recommended, is 
also here insisted on. Perseverance, for two or three months, 
is oftentimes necessary. I think I have observed that this medi- 
cine is more decidedly useful, where the first menstrual period, 
after its use, is more than usually severe. This has been pretty 
uniformly found a favourable sign. 

Though the tincture of guaiacum has been generally success- 
ful, it has not been uniformly so.* In two instances where it 
failed, the ext. cicutae succeeded : and in one other where it had 
not been successful, the tincture of cantharides gave perfect re- 
lief. 

I have never met with a case of fruitfulness where there was 
a discharge of membrane, though Morgagni relates one in which 
it was otherwise.f As this is a rare and curious case, I shall take 
the liberty of introducing it. “A noble lady, of tall stature and 
good health, had suffered several miscarriages in the early part 
of her pregnancies ; but between these miscarriages, she would 
carry her children to the fall time, She sometimes had twins, 
and very difficult labours. She was also troubled slightly with 
leucorrhoea. Of this she had become well about her thirty-fourth 

I have used this sabstancc but a few times, and then without the slightest advan- 
tage. 

The acetate of ammonia has been vaunted in this complaint; but it has entirely 
failed in the two or three trials I have made of it, though given in much larger 
dotes than has been recommended. I have lately seen the muriate of ammonia 
much lauded in the proxysms of this complaint; but have not yet made trial of it. 
The doses is from eight to ten grains and taken pro re nala. 

* This remedy, in the hands of others, I learn has not been equally successful. 
I can only account fbr this in one of two ways : first, they have not, perhaps, 
prepared it as directed ; secondly, and the most probable, they have not persevered 
sufficiently long in its use ; for it is still successful in most cases, in my hands. 

t It may be well to eorrect an error of quotation in this place, that has crept 
into a recent work. It makes me say, that no woman can conceive who is la- 
bouring under dysmenorrhcoa ; now, this is no where advanced by me. Yet I do 
not hesitate to say, that so far as my experience goes, I h ive never met with an 
instance of fruitfulness, where this membranous product was expelled : I there, 
fore fully agree with Dr. Denman upon this point. Dr. Mackintosh seems to 
have fallen into a similar error, when he thinks Dr. D. wrong upon this point; 
fbr Dr. D*b. declaration n precisely what wo have stated above, namely, that a 
woman does not coooeive when this membrane is produced — but does not say, 
that no woman conceives who is labouring under dysmenorrhasa ; for to dysme- 
norrhcea, this membranous production is not a sine qua non ;and where this mem- 
brane is not formed, impregnation may occasionally take placo. 

Dr. Ryan renders this more probable than ever : he relates two eases, wherein 
he says the dysmonorrhesa was aggravated by marriage. These were instances 
of pregnancy occurring during its existence. But he observes, that neither dis- 
charged this membrane. So that the broad assertion remains uncontroverted,-— 
that pregnancy does not take place, where this membrane is discharged . 
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year; but was afflicted, at each return of her menses, with pains 
resembling labour. About the second or third day she would 
discharge a membranous body of a triangular form, and which 
appeared to have filled up the whole of the cavity of the uterus. 

“The exclusion of this substance was followed by a great lo- 
chial discharge; it did not always come away whole; but when 
this happened, the lochia also followed. As the patient had 
abstained for some time from intercourse with her husband, and 
had suffered much, she began to think it would be more ad- 
vantageous to her, if she could be free from the pains for nine 
months at least, and determined to lie alone no longer: where* 
fore, in the month of March, 1824, she became pregnant, but 
only carried the foetus until June. 

“ But in July, and the two following months, her menstrua 
flowed properly, and without uneasiness. In October, she had 
no return of her menses; and the pains returned in November, 
with the discharge of a membranous body. She continued to 
suffer from time to time after this, until the cessation of the 
menses put an end to it.” Epist. xlviii. art. 12. 

It is evident that impregnation took place in the instance 
above named; yet the patient miscarried at the third month, 
and was not made to conceive afterwards. It therefore forms 
only an exception to the rule. 

I have seen a few instances of fruitfulness where there was 
painful menstruation, without this membranous production, but 
where a few small coagula were discharged. But such cases 
are rare. 

Does this disease reside in the ovaria, or in the secreting sur- 
face of the uterus? I believe it has its scat in the latter; and 
that its being unfavourable to impregnation, is not owing to 
any influence it may exert upon the ovaria, ( for 1 have 
reason to believe that ova have been impregnated, but not find- 
ing the uterus in a condition to receive them, have perished :) 
but to either the imperfect or the non-formation of the decidua. 
I believe the same surface furnishes both the menstrual secretion, 
and the^fflorescence called the decidua; it would seem then to 
follow, if it performed the first of these offices imperfectly, it would 
also the latter ; and, consequently, the ovum would perish for 
want of a proper nidus. 

This opinion is strengthened by the facts, that so soon as this 
wrong action is changed, the woman is instantly capable of being 
impregnated ; or, in other words, fecundation becomes successful; 
and also by the influence of camphor, a temporary change is 
induced in the secerning vessels of thq uterus, and the formation 
of membrane is prevented. Were it necessary, I could illustrate 
both of these positions by very many cases ; but, as it is the most 
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remarkable I have met with, 1 shall confine myself to one of the 
former. 

In 1791, I was applied to by a lady, who had always suffered 
at her menstrual periods; and who, at such times, discharged a 
number of membranous portions. She had been married nine- 
teen years without being impregnated. After due preparation, 
for she was very plethoric, I put her upon the use of the tincture 
of guaiacum ; in this she persevered for three months. The first 
period after she commenced the use of this medicine, was one of 
prodigious severity ; so much so as to make her resolve on aban- 
doning it. I, however, persuaded her to persevere. The next pe- 
riod was better ; and the one after was without pain. She con- 
ceived immediately after, and was delivered, in due time, of a 
fine girl. She took twenty-four ounces of the tincture.* 

As this disease is one of great interest — one, to use the lan- 
guage of Dr. Good, “ the frequent returns of which imbitter the 
life of the patient, and effectually prohibit all hope of a family,” 
we feel it a duty to give to our readers the advantage of every 
suggestion for its relief that may come from a respectable source. 
VVe therefore copy Dr. Mackintosh's views upon this subject in 
his own language. 

“ It always appeared to me, that there might be some mecha- 
nical cause for dysmenorrhcea ; but it was not till the year 
1823, that I first entertained a belief it might be owing to the 
small size of the os uteri. In that year a medical friend pre- 
sented me with a preparation of the uterus and its appendages, in 
which the os uteri was so small as scarcely to admit a hog’s 
bristle; since that period I have had many opportunities of inves- 
tigating this interesting subject, and have now obtained many 
preparations taken from the bodies of individuals who died of dif- 
ferent diseases, particularly of phthisis, and whose histories prove 
that they had laboured under dysmenorrhcea from the very be- 
ginning of their menstrual lives. In these preparations of the ute- 
rus, the orifices, instead of being shaped like the mouth of the 
tench fish, are either circular or nearly so, and some of them are 
so small as only to allow a bristle to pass; others are a little 
larger, admitting a small silver probe. 

** I am far from alleging, however, that dysmenorrhcea is aZ- 
ways produced by a small os uteri; on the contrary, I believe it 
may occasionally depend on inflammation of the lining mem- 
brane of the uterus, as well as on inflammation in the substance 
of the cervix uteri, and on the encroachment of tumours dimi- 
nishing the caliber of the passage through the cervix. I only 
maintain that the condition of the os uteri , above described, ac- 

t 

* Wc could furnish very many instances of similar success from the use of the 
guaiacum — indeed, more than a hundred. 
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counis satisfactorily for many cases of dysroenorrhoea, — so far 
as my investigations have extended, I am inclined to say, it will 
account for the majority ; although in candour I must mention, 
that one preparation in my possession appears to invalidate the 
evidence afforded by the others; in it, the mouth of the uterus is 
very small, and yet the woman to whom it belonged had had 
several children; she died in a public establishment, but the his- 
tory of her menstrual life is unknown. 

“ By this condition of the os uteri, not only are all the phenb*' 
mena which take place in dysmenoirhcea most satisfactorily ac-. 
counted for, but also the intractable nature of the disease, and 
the unsatisfactory result of every mode of treatment hitherto re- 
commended. The menstrual discharge, after it is secreted in the 
uterus, cannot readily escape, in consequence of the small size of 
its orifice : distention of the organ is the consequence, which, by 
exciting the contraction of its fibres, produces uneasiness and 
pain in the pelvic region- When the os uteri is very small, and 
the secretion viscid, or mixed with coagulated blood, shreds of 
membrane, or organized masses, then the distention becomes 
more considerable, and stronger contractions are excited. 
Sometimes the action of the abdominal muscles is called into 
play, and bearing down or expulsive pains, are produced, resem- 
bling in every particular the pains of labour, anicontinue till the 
expulsion takes place. Mr. Burns, in speaking of the disease, 
states, that it 1 sometimes produces, besides uterine pain , spas- 
modic affection of the bowels, or violent bearing down efforts 
of the abdominal muscles , as if it were intended to expel the 
womb itself. 9 

“ During these periodical attacks, inflammation of the lining 
membrane of the uterus, if it do not already exist, is sometimes* 
excited, and in the end the sufferings occasion an entire break-up 
of the constitution. That dysmenorrhcea should be so intracta- 
ble, and the action of remedies so very unsatisfactory as to ren- 
der the disease an opprobrium to medical science, are not to be 
wondered at, if my views be hereafter found to be correct. Be- 
fore I had any opportunity of putting these opinions to the test of 
experiment, they also appeared to me to be corroborated in a 
very striking manner by two circumstances 1. By the action 
of the ergot of rye, which increases the force of the uterine con- 
tractions, quickly expeHing the contents of that organ, thus short- 
ening the patient’s sufferings materially; 2. By the admitted fact 
which has been already mentioned, that women affected in this 
manner, rarely, if ever conceive. The small size of the os uteri 
renders impregnation almost an impossibility, by offering a me- 
chanical obstruction to the passage of the semen into the cavity 
of the uterus, where it is proved it must reach, by the accurate 
experiments of that ingenious and distinguished physiologist, Dr. 
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Blundell, of London, as well as by other facts which it is unne? 
cessary to mention in this place. 

“These views appear to me to be farther supported by several 
preparations in my museum; in one of which the cavity of the# 
uterus is divided into two compartments, by a strong transverse 
adhesion; in a second, occlusion of the passage exists at the 
upper part of the cervix, which has every appearance of having 
been produced by the irritation of a polypous tumour; and in a 
third preparation, the os uteri became sealed up by inflammatory 
action; on dissection, the uterus was found enlarged, and con- 
tained about two ounces of puriform matter. 

“ Treatment of Dysmenorrhcea . — After the facts and obser- 
vations above mentioned were collected, my mind became occu- 
pied with devising the best means likely to cure the disease. Me* 
chanical dilatation appeared to be the only remedy; but I hesi- 
tated for some years to carry it into execution, or indeed, to pro- 
pose it, beyond mentioning it in my lectures, till the case of the 
young woman affected with amenorrhoea, [quoted at page 105,] 
presented itself in the year 1826. Since that period I have treat- 
ed fifteen cases of dysmenorrhcea, by dilating the os uteri , and 
have permanently cured all the patients: among these the two 
cases of amenorrhoea, formerly mentioned, are not included* 

Of the fifteen patients, eight were either young unmarried wo- 
men, or living in a state of widowhood ; seven were married, and 
living with their husbands: of these seven, four subsequently feH 
with child. 

“The instruments employed to produce the dilatation are. the 
common metallic bougies, of different sizes from that of the ordi- 
dary small silver probe to No. 8, or 10. The operation is per- 
formed, (the patient lying in the position in which women are 
usually delivered in this country,) by introducing the fore-finger 
of the left hand, till it reaches the os uteri, for the purpose of di- 
recting the instrument to the part, which is then to be gently in- 
sinuated by a rotatory motion, till it arrives at the fundus of the 
uterus; much force ought not to be employed, and little or no 
pain is produced by the operation. The unpleasant consequences 
which sometimes take place in treating stricture of the urethra 
by similar means, viz. shivering, followed by fever, occurred in. 
two instances; the fever, however, was slight, and soon termi- 
nated by copious perspiration ; and in these, some days were al- 
lowed to elapse, before the instrument was again used. In two 
of the cases, the os uteri was sufficiently large, and well shaped; 
but the passage became so narrow in the course of the cervix of 
the uterus, that it required long-continued efforts before the small- 
est instrument could be introduced; but by perseverance the ob- . 
structions were at last removed, and the patient cured. In one 
of these last two, menstruation was performed without pain till 
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after marriage, when dysmenorrhoea occurred. The other wag 
a young unmarried woman, who menstruated with ease for seve* 
ral years, but after long exposure to cold and moisture, the men- 
strual discharge became for a time suppressed, and ever after was 
performed with pain. The late Dr. Kellie, of Leith, was also 
consulted about this case, and had I not been encouraged by fits 
advice, I should not have attempted the operation; as on (he pOfc- 
terior lip of the os uteri, several small elevations, like incipient 
tubercles, were felt. This woman called upon me eighteen 
months afterwards in good health, and slated, that she had not 
felt any uneasiness, or experienced any bad symptoms since the 
dilatation was effected. 

I will not doubt the accuracy of these cases, but only inquire, 
what became of the recrements of the several discharges of the 
menstrual fluid, which must have accumulated, one would think, 
after years of regularity, though not of ease, at these times— I 
ask, what had become of them? It is too much to suppose it 
absorbed, though some countenance is given to it, m cases of 
imperforate hymen, as when the patient has been operated on, so 
as to discharge what was accumulated ; the quantity thus dis- 
charged, has been much less than the aggregate quantity se- 
creted at the regular periods for years. Suppose a twelve month 
to have elapsed since the female began to complain, and we al- 
low for each menstrual period, say four ounces, there would b* 
about 50 ounces thrown off, a quantity too great to be absorbed, 
from one menstrual period to another. 

“ A lady, the subject of one of the fifteen cases, was also per- 
fectly healthy, and menstruated easily till the period of marriage; 
but her health became impaired soon after, in consequence of 
her monthly sufferings. On making an examination, an enlarge- 
ment was discovered about half the size of a chestnut, on the pos- 
terior surface of the cervix of the uterus. I undertook the operation 
in consequence of the urgent entreaties of her friends, who hap- 
pened accidentally to know of the happy results which had at- 
tended it in other cases, but I held out little hope of being able 
to do Any good : notwithstanding which, a striking improvement 
In her health soon took place ; and, this, in the end, proved to 
t>e one of the most successful cases, for menstruation became 
easy, the tumour rapidly declined, and upon making an exami- 
nation in about twelve months afterwards, it could scarcely be~ 
felt * - ' - 

“ None of the women operated upon had suffered for a shorter 
period than two years ; some for three or four ; and others for tern 
Of the four who subsequently fell with child, one had been mar- 
ried between seven and eight years, and was reduced to a shadow 
from constant ailments ; but after the operation, she recovered her 
health, strength, and flesh, and became pregnant at about the ter- 
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mination of nine months from the date at which the bougie was 
used for the last time. 

“ Another had been married three years, and had suffered consi- 
derably in constitution, with severe nervous symptoms every month, 
till at last she became entirely obstructed ; and the abdomen being 
enlarged, I was consulted upon the supposition that she was five 
months gone with child. From some circumstances which it is 
unnecessary to mention, 1 entertained a suspicion that she had 
deceived herself; and upon making an examination, when she 
supposed herself to be in the seventh month, ascertained beyond 
all doubt that this was the case. In the process of time, the ope- 
ration was performed, and the passage completely dilated ; some 
months afterwards, impregnation took place, and I have since de- 
livered her of two children at separate births.^ 

“ A third case is that of a lady who had been married two 
years, and who had had painful menstruation from the first ap- 
pearance of the discharge ; she was in a miserable state of health, 
had taken a great deal of medicine, but only with temporary re- 
lief. Impregnation took place after the third menstrual period 
subsequent to the dilatation. 

“ The subject of the fourth case had also been affected from 
the first of her menstrual life, and laboured under the impression 
that she was therefore never to have a child. After dilating the 
passages with No. 0, bougie, menstruation took place with so 
much ease, that she supposed herself quite cured, and would not 
again submit to the operation. Several months afterwards, how- 
ever, she felt a return of the pain, the operation was again had 
recourse to, and the dilatation carried as far as it could be effect- 
ed with No. 10, which was accomplished two days before her 
expected period. Menstruation took place freely, and without 
the slightest uneasiness; she subsequently fell with child, and was 
delivered of a boy.” 

We are certainly much indebted to Dr. M. for his novel illus- 
tration of dysmenorrhcea, though we cannot suppose his patholo- 
gical views to be applicable to all cases of this complaint. We 
shall therefore take the liberty to declare, that his history of this 
complaint, amounts to no more than as a variety of dysmenor- 
rhcea, and that this variety 4s most probably but a consequence 
of the previous condition of the internal cavity of the uterus, or 
of its neck; namely, the result of previous irritation or inflam- 
mation ; though we are not prepared to deny, that it may have 
existed as an idiopathic condition of the neck of the uterus. 

Our reasons for thinking that this “mechanical cause of dys- 
menorrhaea,” is but a rare and secondary cause, are, First, that 
in many instances the woman menstruates regularly and health- 
fully for a long time; but from exposure to cold ; upon marriage; 
after an abortion, or sometimes a labour, this painful condition of 
12 
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the menstrua] process takes place — in neither of which do we see 
how the os tineas can be so reduced in size, as to be only suffi- 
cient to transmit a bristle; unless we suppose that either of the 
causes named is capable of producing so much irritation or in- 
flammation, as to cause the disorganization just named; and, if 
this be admitted, the dysmenorrhaea thus produced is but a con- 
sequence of the previous irritation or inflammation. Secondly, 
if his first reason be admitted, it must give us strong grounds for 
belief, that the degree of irritation and inflammation capable of 
disorganizing the neck of the uterus, might also be sufficient to in- 
duce painful menstruation without this disorganization; and that 
when this disorganization has taken place, it could only add to 
the difficulties, and not be the exclusive cause of them. Thirdly, 
that this last suggestion is rendered not only highly probable, but 
is almost demonstrated to be true, by the effects of camphor in 
temporarily relieving pain; and by that of the guaiacum, perma- 
nently removing it — for we cannot suppose that the action of 
either of these substances, would remove the “ mechanical cause 
of dysmenorrhoea.” Yet as we have just observed, we have 
seen very many cases of dysmenorrhcea removed by the guaia- 
cum, and impregnation follow in married females. 

Nevertheless, we gratefully acknowledge the value of Dr. M’s 
cases and his mode of treatment; and we shall certainly attempt 
to follow it in cases that are of unusual obstinacy, and where the 
patient will yield to the remedy. 

We are, however, far from thinking that Dr. M. strengthens 
his cause by citing the action of ergot upon the uterus, as a proof 
of the smallness of the os uteri ; or by a reference to the experi- 
ments of Blundell. For the benefit derived from the use of the 
ergot , (if any do arise,) is from its increasing the power of the 
fundus and body of the uterus, to expel the foreign body that is 
within it — and which only proves an increase of power in these 
portions of the uterus, and not in any way under such circum- 
stances, that the neck of the uterus is narrower than natural. 
And, as ^regards the experiments of Blundell, they are far from 
being confirmative of the necessity of the presence of the semen 
in the cavity of the uterus, that impregnation may take place, 
except, perhaps, to those who have this particular hypothesis to 
sustain. 


Sect. V. — 5. Of the Decline of the Menses . 

The nearer a woman approaches her forty-fifth year, (c&teris 
paribus ,) will be the risk of some irregularity in the menses: and 
as this period is more frequently the one at which any latent dis- 
ease of the uterua shows itself, it is always looked forward to 
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with much anxiety by women. Indeed, so replete is this time 
with horrors to many, that we may very justly suspect appro* 
hension to be the cause of some of the distressing symptoms, 
which sometimes accompany this interesting process of the hu- 
man uterus. 

Delicate women, and especially those who have lived idly, have 
this period of life arrive earlier than those of a contrary consti- 
tution, and opposite habits. We have already noticed, in our 
section on suppression, that this change sometimes takes place at 
a very early period of life, and this without leaving any injurious 
consequences behind it: and, oiv the other hand, we find many 
cases on record, where this discharge had continued with regu- 
larity to a much longer period than the ordinary one. Gardien 
mentions a case which fell under his own notice, where this eva- 
cuation continued with great exactness, until beyond the seventy- 
fifth year; others, stiH more uncommon, are mentioned by various 
writers.* 

The reason of this discharge leaving the woman at this time 
of life, appears to be founded in the highest wisdom and bene* 
licence; it is to prevent child-bearing beyond that period; at 
which the mother would be capable, from the corrimon chances 
of human life, of extending her caFe to her offspring; and, con- 
sequently, submitting her child to the doubtful 1 management of 
Strangers, or subjecting rt to the waywardness and caprice of 
(hose, who "could not fee \ a parent’s affection, nor yield a mo- 
ther’s devotion to its necessities at a time when its helplessness 
Wppld most require the kindest offices. 

This change is sometimes effected so silently, that the- woman 
scarcely notices her altered condition; at others, its approach is 
so gradual, as not to attract observation, until the diminished 
quantity gives warning that it is about to take its leave for ever; 
while, again, The irregularity, both in period and quantity, may 
be such, as justly to give alarm, as well as to produce the most 
serious danger. 

But, as a. general rule, it may be observed, that when the wo- 
man lias attained about her forty-fifth year, she finds her menses 
to become irregular, both in the quantity of' fluid evacuated; and 
in the periods they observe; being sometimes in advance, and at 
Others, not appearing untH long after the accustomed time. The 
woman also finds some alteration has taken place in her general 
health; she becomes pale, debilitated, and nervous; arising, how- 

* I have had, very lately, a lady under my care, who menstruate* with the 
most perfect regularity; though she bad laboured under a prolapsus of the ute- 
rus to a great extent for several years. She is now in her sixty -fifth year. Her 
uterus is now effectually supported by a pessary, which has much . improved lser 
general health. 
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ever, for the most part, from the too frequent returns of this dis- 
charge, or its too great abundance. 

At this time, also, the woman sometimes becomes the victim 
of a strange illusion, should the menses not have returned for 
several periods; for she now supposes herself to be pregnant, as 
her abdomen enlarges, as do the mammae; her appetite becomes 
capricious, or she has strange longings, &c., the whole of the 
rational signs of this condition being present, even, in her imagi- 
nation, to the motion of the child. This delusion is most com- 
mon to women who marry late in life, and who are very desirous 
of offspring; more, sometimes, we fear, from an anxiety to give 
a proof of their youthfulness, than from a wish to become mo- 
thers, at their time of life. But this youthful hope is soon to be 
destroyed — and, perhaps, for ever. For now the breasts lose 
their intumescency ; the morning sickness vanishes; the swelling 
of the abdomen subsides; the imagined stirrings of the foetus 
cease, or the sensation becomes so unequivocal as to satisfy that 
it arises from the movement of wind; and, to put every thing 
beyond hope, the menses return in overwhelming quantity, and 
thus the poor woman but too certainly becomes the butt of the 
unfeeling, and the ridicule of the unthinking. It is, therefore, 
highly proper, that practitioners, and especially the younger part 
of them, should be put upon their guard in respect to this condi- 
tion of the patient, and not too easily yield credence to all her 
wishes may dictate, or absolutely to treat as an impossibility, a 
circumstance of which there is occasionally an example.' 

It seems that the apprehensions of this period of life have arisen 
mainly from the notions entertained of the final cause of the 
menses: namely, that it gives vent to peccant humours. But 
females should be made to know, that all this is purely the theory 
of the vulgar ; as the menstrual blood is formed from the general 
mass; and* consequently, if that be pure, the other ^vill be; there- 
fore, the idea is altogether ill-founded. But unfortunately, when- 
ever this discharge is less abundant than usual, the most serious • 
fears are entertained, that there will be a retention of a portion, 
which will cause disease, either in the uterus itself, or in some 
other part of the body : hence, a diminished menstruous secretion 
is always more alarming to the female, than an unusual flow. But 
it may be well to remark, that there is a great difference between 
the cessation of this discharge, and the suppression of it. In the 
one instance, it is an event which nature has designed should 
take place, and is effected altogether by arrangements of the sys- 
tem itself ; and, of course, one of its natural processes ; in a word, 
as much so as its commencement : but the suppression, from 

* Women have conceived at much later periods, and given birth to fine off- 
spring. One we knew at sixty. One case I witnessed . 
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some morbid agency, is in direct opposition to the intentions of 
nature, and will, of course, be followed by some baleful conse- 
quence, if it continue beyond a certain period. 

The vulgar error, that “ women at this period of life are al- 
ways in danger,” is replete with mischief to the suffering sex: 
and I feel it a duty to declare, that they are not necessarily more 
obnoxious to disease at this, than at any other period of their ex- 
istence.* That they are sometimes liable to a disease at this 
time; and that disease one of the most terrible in the long list of 
human infirmities, 1 admit; but must, nevertheless, insist, that 
Cancer, (the disease to which I allude, and the. one so much 
dreaded,) is more rare in the uterus than in certain other portions 
of the body; for instance, the mammae ; and, perhaps, I am within 
the truth, when I say, that there are three instances of the latter, 
for one of the former. If latent dispositions to disease, either in 
the uterus or other parts, become active about this period of life, 
it is not because the declining menses excite them; but because 
the disease is slow in developing itself, and is, perhaps, kept in 
check for a long time, by the menstrual discharge serving as an 
important evacuation; especially when the uterus may be the seat 
of the complaint. In such instances, the foundation of the dis- 
ease w'as laid, perhaps, at a time when the menses were the most 
perfect, as regards period and quantity; consequently, they 
could have had no agency in its production; but, on the con- 
trary, from its frequently relieving the engorgement of the ves- 
sels, served to keep it in subjection for a long time; not as a spe- 
cific discharge, but as a mere depletion ; or, in other words, that 
if on equal quantity of blood could have been by any other means 
as certainly abstracted from the uterus, the same favourable re- 
sult would have followed. Coincidences in the human system 
are so common, that they are frequently mistaken for cause and 
effect: lienee, the cessation of the menstrual discharge, and the 
appearance of scirrhi and cancers, are considered as cause and 
.effect. 

At this period of life, nothing will so effectually secure the wo- 
man against injuries which may arise from the irregularities of 
the menstrual discharge, as a wellregulated regimen. By regi- 
men, in this place, we would wish to be understood, not only 
eating and drinking, but exercise of both body and mind, including 
the proper government of the passions; in a word, every thing 
which relates to both moral and physical existence. 

* Indeed, it would seem that this period of female life te freer from diseases 
causing death, than almost any other. By some late observations madeon the bill# 
of mortality in France, by M. Boiniston of Chateauneuf, it appears that fewer 
women die between fhe ages of forty and fifty, than men, or indeed at' any other 
period of their lives after puberty. And, farther, that if this change is effected 
without much dicta? bange, that they lived notronly longor than men, bat are freer 
from morbid inconvenience. 
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A well ordered course of exercise in the open air in well selected 
weather, and great simplicity of diet, is of the utmost importance 
to the female at this period of life, and should never be neglected, • 
if it be possible to indulge in them. By these means the nervous, 
muscular, vascular, and lymphatic systems, are all preserved 
more certainly in equilibrium with each other, since they are the 
best calculated to ensure a reciprocation of their respective offi- 
ces; and, consequently, to maintain that condition of the system, 
termed health. Hence, the justness of the remark, that the wo- 
men who live in the country, and exercise freely in the open air; 
who have fulfilled their duties scrupulously as mothers, by suck- 
ling their children, agreeably to the views of nature; who do 
not goad their systems by over-stimulating food and drinks; who 
do not relax their bodies by too long indulgence in bed, have but 
little suffering at this period. 

From this it will follow, that a milk and vegetable diet, toge- 
ther with pure water as a drink; regular exercise, not carried to 
fatigue; keeping the bowels open, by well-selected food, as the 
fruits of the season in proper quanlities ; the bran bread, if ne- 
cessary ; but not by medicine, unless absolutely required. Govern- 
ing the temper; restraining the passions, as well mental as ani- 
mal, will largely contribute to the safety and comfort of this pe- 
riod. All that we have just recommended, is calculated to place 
the system in a condition, by which it shall preserve its various 
forces; have its irritability diminished; its sensibility moderated ; 
and pretty certainly prevent that condition of the blood Vessels, 
most decidedly unfriendly to the general health at this time, called 
plethora. And, though last, not least in fair estimation, is an at- 
tention to cleanliness. The external organs should be washed 
with lukewarm water at least tw'ice a day, and the whole body 
once a week, by going into a lukewarm bath. In using the bath, 
care should be taken to come out of it as soon as the purposes 
of cleanliness are answered. 

Our next concern is with the derangement of the discharge 
at or about the period of cessation ; this will consist, 1st, in a 
diminution of the proper^juantity ; and 2dly, in an excess of it. 
As regards the first, 1 have already said enough When treating # 
of the suppression of the menses ; and, with respect to the second, 
it must be treated according to the rules prescribed for the ma- 
nagement of hemorrhage from the uterus from any other cause ; 
that is, first, to diminish the quantity discharging; secondly, to 
prevent an excessive return. 

The first indication is best fulfilled by rest; by cool air, and 
drinks; by cold local applications; by the acetate of lead and 
laudanum; and by the use of the tampon.* We should imme- 

* See Chapters on Uterine Hemorrhage, and Menorrhagia. 
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diately confine a patient so circumstanced to a horizontal position; 
and strictly forbid motion of every kind, even turning in bed. 
We should admit cool air with freedom where practicable; and 
give neither nourishment, nor drinks, except they be cooled — 
the latter may even be iced. Cold, applied to the abdomen, is 
frequently useful in excessive discharges of this kind ; the best 
mode of applying it, is by large bladders not quite filled with 
water, in which there is ice, if it be in summer, or during hot 
weather; cold water alone will be sufficient, if it be winter: 
during the use of this, care should be taken that the feet and legs 
be kept warm. We should also give, by the mouth, two or 
three grains of the acetate of lead, every hour or two; guarded 
with a sufficient quantity of opium, or laudanum, or a scruple of 
it with a drachm of laudanum, and two or three ounces of water, 
as an injection — this is to be repeated pro re nata. And, should 
these not control the discharge upon fair trial, recourse must be 
had to the sponge tampon. I have repeatedly seen the discharge 
of blood at this period- of life, so enormous and so rapid, as to 
threaten almost instant exhaustion. When thus excessive, it can 
only be met successfully by the most prompt application of the 
most efficient remedies. 

Whether this disease show itself in the rapid expenditure of 
fluid blood, or in the repeated expulsion of large coagula, it must 
be opposed by the same remedies — these two conditions present 
no difference of indication, nor any essential difference in the 
complaint itself : the former, however, generally requires more 
prompt interference than the latter, as more blood is expended in 
a given time. 

The second indication must be fulfilled by blood-letting; by 
purgatives; by hemlock; and by tonics. Notwithstanding the 
immense loss of blood, which sometimes takes place suddenly at 
each period of return of this hemorrhage, it does not prevent the 
almost continual draining off of this fluid, even when its violence 
is much abated; hence, wc sometimes find a greater or less dis- 
charge almost always present: this renders the woman not 
only feeble, but keeps her mind in a state of extreme apprehen- 
sion, from one period to another. These two causes, namely, 
the excessive discharge, and mental anxiety, keep the system in 
a constant state of excitement; and if the pulse be examined, it 
will be found quick and corded. We are, therefore, under the 
frequent necessity of abstracting a few ounces of blood during 
the interval of each discharge; especially towards the approach 
of the period the disease has assumed for its movements, — this, 
however, varies in different individuals; and in even the same 
individual, if any error have been committed in either diet or 
exercise. But when all things are equal, we find the period 
pretty certainly marked; and it may be every three or four 
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weeks; or sometimes even longer. I have known two or three 
violent cases, where the discharge returned every two weeks. 

To aid the vessels to contract, we should confine the patient to 
a strictly vegetable diet; or to a diet of milk, if this should agree 
with her : all kinds of liquor, and spices, should be forbidden ; and 
exercise absolutely prohibited. The patient should sleep upon a 
mattress; and should be directed to repose herself upon it, or a 
sofa, as often as she may feel a little weakened, or fatigued by 
sitting up. The feet and legs should, however, be kept warm; 
and, if habitually cold, should be rubbed two or three times a 
week with spirit or brandy, in which a quantity of the flour of 
mustard is mixed, or use the mustard bath. (See note to page 
146.) 

The bowels should be kept open, by diet, if possible, as just 
suggested, or by the exhibition of some mild purgative, as rhu- 
barb, sulphur, magnesia, of any of the neutral salfs. Against thb 
use of aloes there is much clamour; but, I have some reason to 
believe, without just cause. 1 do not wish by any means to de- 
termine the point at this time; as my experience in its use is yet' 
too limited to decide with certainty, though my favourable im- 
pressions continue to be strengthened. 1^ think it pro|>er, how- 
ever, to direct the attention of the practitioner to that I may 
be aided by the experience of others, in determining the powers 
of this medicine— but I will relate what I know upon the subject, 
and leave it to the farther employment of this drug, cither to con- 
firm, or destroy my present opinion. FothergHl and Gardien are' 
decidedly, opposed to its use. 

A lady, aged forty-two years, for whom I had prescribed al- 
most all the known remedies for the hemorrhage under conside- 
ration, with very little benefit, was told by some old woman, that 
the hiera picra was a certain cure in her complaint : she men- 
tioned this, and I very candidly stated my own, as well as the 
general prejudices against the principal ingredient in this com- 
pound ; but at the same time, observed, that as the old woman 
who had recommended it, cited the cases of two or three ladies 
who were relieved by it, and who were known to her, it would 
be easy to make the inquiry, andy if it were as she stated, it would 
be well to give it a trial, as every thing else had failed — the 
medicine was warmly recommended by these ladies; and she 
proceeded to make use of the old woman’s prescription ; which 
was half an ounce of the hiera picra to a pint of gin; of this a 
wine-glassful was directed at bed-time — it was taken, and the 
lady was completely intoxicated all night, and very sick next 
morning. Thinking the effects would next night be less severe, 
she again ventured on it, and with similar results. 

She was now determined to abandon it, unless some less ob- 
jectionable mode could be adopted for its exhibition— I prescribed 
it for her in the manner following:— 
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* Hiera Picra. Jij. 

OL Caryoph. gut. x. 

Sapo Venet. gr. xij. 

Syr. Rh©i. q. a. 

M. f. pil. xl. 

One of these was directed- every morning, noon, and evening, 
unless they should prove too purgative — this did not happen, as 
the patient was of an extremely costive habit. She soon per- 
ceived, after she began 4he use of this medicine, a diminution of 
the discharge; and by the time she had finished the pills pre- 
scribed above, it was so much reduced in quantity, as to give no 
farther* uneasiness. Since this case, it is proper to state, that 
several erf a similar kind have been under my care, with the same 
results, from the same means. 

Several cases, of less severity, were entirely relieved after the 
use of the same formula: from this it appears, that in a number 
of cases in which this remedy has been prescribed, the patients 
got well; but the precise agencjrof the medicine remains to be 
determined by future observation. I am, however, convinced 
of the importance of pretty constant, but gentle purging, in ibis 
oftentimes tedious complaint. 

One of the most successful general remedies I have employed, 
is the extract of cicuta ; beginning with a, minimum dose, and 
increasing it gradually, but at the same time, as rapidly as the 
system will well bear. When decided marks of its influence, 
such as vertigo, headach, or sickness of stomach, begin to show 
themselves, the dose is not to be increased- until they go offs 
when this happens, an increased. dose may be given; and so on, 
until the complaint has. so far yielded, as to render its farther 
exhibition unnecessary, or until we are convinced that it will not 
succeed in arresting it. I have thought this medicine most useful 
in those cases where the discharge was chiefly by coagula. 1 
have used the seoale cornutum in tincture, with great advantage, 
in some instances of this kind, though, by no means, so certain as 
in the more active uterine hemorrhages. A small tea-spoonful, 
every four or five hours, in sweetened water, has, in some cases, 
put an almost immediate stop to the discharge: in obstinate cases, 
it always deserves a trial. 

No class of medicine has done so mqph mischief in the com- 
plaint I am now treating of, as tonics — and this from- a wrong 
view of the disease in question ; for it has been treated as one of 
debility ; consequently, all the most powerful tonics have been 
put in requisition for its cure. Bark, steel, wine, and all the bit- 
ters have again and again been unavailingly tried, and oftentimes 
the patient abandoned to the ravages of this disease, because it 
could not be conquered by tonics— the opposite mode of treat- 
ment, with such views, would necessarily be considered as death 
to the patient, and of course, would not be employed. 
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I well recollect a case, where three pounds of bark had been ^ 
taken in less than two months, with a proportionate quantity of 
the elixir of vitriol, to the manifest increase of the disease: this 
patient was afterwards entirely cured, by an extremely low diet, 
gentle purging -with neutral salts, quiet and repealed blood-let- 
tings. 1 must, therefore, caution the young practitioner against 
the use of tonics in such cases, though they may be attended by 
absolute weakness in the muscular system; for tbe state of tbe 
vascular system alone is to be attended to; and here a corded 
pulse must not be mistaken for a weak one, because it may hap* 
pen to be a small one. But how shall we reconcile tbecdntenik 
ing opinions of the pathology of this complaint, and that of ttie 
suppression of the menses, with each other? It is insisted oft, by 
many, that it is the debility of the extreme vessels that prevents 
the formation of the menses when they are suppressed : to over- 
come this, tonics and stimulants are advised. In the menorrhagia 
of this period of life, the cause of the too abundant flow is debility^ 
and tonics and stimulants are here recommended to restrain toe 
excess of discharge! 

With respect to the preparations of iron, I have perfectly con- 
vinced myself \ that they can never be usefully employed during 
the active state of any hemorrhagy: in my bands they have 
never failed to do mischief ; I have not used them, therefore, for 
many years, in the cases of which I am now speaking. The use 
of wine, I am also certain, has done mischief : it is port wine 
alone, however, that has any reputation in such cases; and this 
has arisen from its possessing a slight astringent property — but 
this must also be strictly forbidden. The bitters will fall under 
a slighter censure than the barks; because they are generally 
*much less powerful: the same objections, however, attach to 
them, but in a minor degree. — : f 

Tonics are only admissible where there is nothing but debility 
to contend with; they may then be advantageously employed, in 
properly regulated doses. The diet may now consist of more 
generous living; and, when well ordered, and properly pursued, 
may be looked upon as the best possible tonic. * - > ^ v . 

Hitherto, I have been considering the severer forms of ibis 
-complaint; I shall now say a few words upon the occasional ir- 
regularities of tbe menses* both as to period and quantity. The 
periods of return may be anticipated, or protracted; and the 
quantity may be very small, or more or less excessive; or it may 
employ a great many days for its evacuation, without the aggre- 
gate quantity being very great. I have constantly advised against 
any interference at this period of life, for mere irregularity, or ir- 
regularity with a diminished discharge; and for this plain rea* 
son that no other inconvenience is experienced; and this is so 
trifling, as not to merit consideration. But if, with the irregu= 
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larity, the discharge be too abundant, I treat it as directed al- 
ready for hemorrhage, and try to prevent the recurrence, by 
bleeding a little before the expected return, a low diet, and purging 
with the neutral salts: these means rarely fail to give relief. 

When a great many days are employed in the discharge, or 
as the women teini it, “ being almost constantly unwell ;” and 
where the aggregate quantity may not greatly exceed the com- 
mon monthly amount, I have frequently succeeded by the tinc- 
ture of rathany in two-drachm doses, three or four times a day. 
Gardien speaks in very high terms of the “ rathany.” He thinks 
-it merits more confidence than the alum, the sanguis draconis, the 
kino, the nutgalls, or caiechu. He says that M. Ruiiz used both 
the extract, and the decoction of the root of the rathany.* The 
extract should be given in doses of half-drachm or a drachm. 
In severe cases, it may be given to the amount of two drachms a 
day.f Agreeably to M. Ruitz, the second or third dose rarely 
fails to produce the desired effect. The remedy should be con- 
tinued some time after the discharge has ceased ; but the quantity 
may be gradually diminished. To prevent the nausea which its 
bitterness sometimes creates, he advises the mouth to be rinsed 
with lemonade. Frequently bathing the parts with cold water; 
abstaining from too much exercise; and refraining from a sti- 
mulating diet, are of much consequence to the cure. The alum 
whey has often been useful in similar cases, and deserves a trial; 
the sugar of lead, in small doses with opium, given daily for 
some time, has many times answered every end.J 

In every form of the disease under consideration, I have 
thought, that very decided advantage has constantly resulted 
from injections of the solution of the acetate of lead thrown up 
the vagina several times a day ;§ except during so profuse a flow 
of blood, as to render the use of the tampon necessary. || It may 

• We allude here only to suen cases, as have no organic lesion to account for 
their irregularity; we shall notice the other aberration? in other places. 

t I hove, of lute, substituted the extract for the tincture, and give it in the fol- 
lowing form : — 

* Ext. Rnthan. ^ij. 

Pulv. Rhffii. 3*8. 

Syr. Khtifi. q. s, 

M. f. pit. xl. 

Of these, two arc directed to be taken every morning, noon, and evening. It 
will be seen that I do not give it in any thing like as large doses as M. Ruitz, 
having found the quantity prescribed above to answer; l t however, should not 
hesitate to give it in much larger quantities, if it were necessary. 

f The prejudices against the use of the sugar of lead appear to be ill-founded: 
we have given it very often, without witnessing any inconvenience, except in 
one instance; in this case it had been too long continued: it produced obstinat* 
vomiting, 

§ The injections should be made of two drachms of the sugar of lead, to about 
a pint and u half of water. 

U I lately succeeded in arresting a constant and long-continued flow, by injec- 
tions of warm alum water. A half ounce of alum to a pint of water, was used. 


Digitized by t^ooQie 



144 


MOLINE OF THE MENSHS. 


also be proper to remark* that the sponge, or tampon* should not 
be suffered to remain within the vagina longer than ten or twelve 
hoars at a time. When taken away, it should be carefully wash- 
ed with soap-suds ; and before it is again returned, it should be 
imbued thoroughly with vinegar; or, if it can be procured, with 
the pyroligneous acid: on this account, there should always be 
two pieces of sponge. 

We have already adverted to the fact, that if there be any 
latent disposition m the system to produce scirrhus, or to con- 
vert scirrh us, into cancer, that it most frequently manifests itself 
at this period of life ; hence, as before observed, the dread the 
woman has of the “disappearing of the menses.” And this is . 
especially the case, when the uterus is the seat of the affectiob* 
We have also declared, that this manifestation of disease, at this 
time, is not the direct consequence of this change in the uterine 
surface; but because a powerful local means of preventing con- 
gestion in that organ, is now removed by the menstrual fluid not 
being formed to relieve the engorged state of the uterine vessels. 

It is highly probable, that the congestion which always pre- 
ceded the menstrual discharge, would continue to take place from 
time to time, though the menstrual secretion might be interrupted* 
and this congestion not being relieved as before, may induce a 
part already strongly disposed to diseased action, to tafuj* on in- 
flammation, and hastily develope scirrhus, or canca^K)^ this 
account, it is important that females should so regufSMheir 
gimen, as to prevent any thing like undue excitement in the arte- 
rial system : for this end it is necessary to reduce the quantity of 
nourishment ; to adopt a properly regulated system of exercise, 
to govern, or control moral influences. By these*raodes, we are 

G rsuaded that the predisposition to these dangerous affections can 
kept long in subjection. 

And, as the disposition of the system at this period strongly 
inclines to plethora, this state must be carefully guarded against, 
by every means capable of such an effect. Therefore, besides 
the rules suggested for the “ regimen” of the woman, she must 
lose a few ounces of blood from time to time, if the pulse and 
other symptoms declare this state to be present, or if there be a 
well marked tendency to it. The blood may be abstracted from 
the arm upon common occasions; but if there be pain in the re- 

E 'on of the pubes, back, hips, and rectum; and especially if this 
! of the lancinating kind, accompanied by a sensation of heat 
about the seat of the uterus, it should be taken by leeches, or 
by cupping, as near the parts as it can well be drawn. The top 
of the sacrum, just over the pubes, the groins, or the labia puden- 
di, are the best places.* The bowels must be gently, but regu- 

* For the last two years, we have directed the leeches to be applied to tbo ia- 
itde of the thigh, about its centre; so also, for the coppfog. It is very mach less 
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larly, purged by neutral salts; and the woman sliould be confined 
to a very strict diet; she must also avoid all kinds of exertion 
during this commenced state of excitement. 

The patient should be attentive at the same time to cleanliness, 
as before directed ; especially, as will most probably be the case, 
if these symptoms be attended by leucorrhcca. If these measures 
be rigorously adopted, and steadily persevered in, there is mqph 
reason to believe, that this congestive condition of the uterus will 
be much relieved ; and, of course, the evils arising from it dimi- 
nished, if not altogether subdued. 

A variety of other ailbctions show themselves at the period we 
are now considering; such as eruptions, erysipelatous inflamma- 
tions, rheumatic pains, swelling of the lower limbs, violent head- 
ach, and a great variety of nervous or hysterical symptoms. None 
of these require any peculiarity of treatment, except that the loss 
of the menses, and the tendency to plethora, must always be kept 
in view. 

It must, however, be remarked, that though hysterical symp- 
toms are wont to appear about this time, and to be sometimes 
even violent, owing to an augmented sensibility of the nervous 
system, yet this complaint almost always disappears, so soon as 
the system becomes accustomed to the change in the nature of 
the circulation, and its more general determinations over the other 
parts of the system. 

It is highly important, that the cutaneous circulation and sen- 
sibility be properly preserved ; for this reason, the woman 
should avoid ail causes which may tend to impair them; such 
as cold damp places; too humid an atmosphere? too thin, or 
wet, or damp clothing, or partial draughts of air. To main- 
tain an equality of excitement of the circulation, she should 
wear Samel next her skin, and carefully protect her feet and 
legs, by shoes of a proper thickness; and stockings of a proper 
quality. Should, she be habitually subject to cold feet, she should 
employ the mustard bath at feast twice a week, so long as this 
symptom continues.* 

inconvenient, and is certainly, to say the least, ss efficacious. I think we have 
paid too little attention, in this country, to the^ practice of the French physiciaps 
upon such occasions; they almost always apply leeches at a distance from the af- 
fected part, upon a well-founded belief, I am inclined to think, that a revulsive 
effect is thus produced. 

* The mustard bath is made by putting two or three table-spoonsful of the flour 
of mustard, lo a gallop of warm water. The feet are to be pot in this just before 
getting into bed for the night, and rubbed until they glow. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


OF MENORRHAGIA. 


By this term, we would understand an immoderate discharge 
of fluid bloody properly so called, or coagula, or both, from the 
internal cavity of the uterus; recurring at the menstrual period, 
and following the secretion termed the menses. 

I have already said, that this discharge consists of bloody pro- 
perly so called, in contradistinction to the fluid yielded by the 
internal uterine surface every lunar month', called the menses. 
When treating of the catamenia generally, the difference between 
the menstruous fluid and the circulating blood, was insisted on; 
and it is important, that this distinction be preserved, that two 
different conditions of the uterus may not be confounded.* 

It will probably ever remain a matter of doubt, whether the 
blood which is expended in menorrhagia, be frorp the same ves- 
sels as furnish the menstrual fluid, or from a distinct set, which 
may terminate upon the internal uterine surface; nor, is it, per- 
haps, at this moment, of very great consequence to determine, 
since it would not lead, with our present knowledge, to any prac- 
tical good. Reasoning, perhaps, would be against this identity; 
and would tempt us to believe, that the blood of hemorrhagy does 
not proceed from the same vessels which furnish the menstrual 
fluid : for menorrhagia is always, so far as we have witnessed, 

E receded by the regular menstrual discharge rf which it would 
e but rational to suppose, would effectually relieve any engorge- 
ment that might be supposed present at this time; provided this 
accumulation were confined to the vessels concerned in the pro- 
duction of the menstrual fluid. 

* Gardien evidently confounds these two conditions, both by the caption of hie 
chapter on this subject, (dc la menorrhagia ou flux immoderi dee regie*,) and by 
bis text. 

t Under the head of menorrhagia, we do not include those bemorrbagies which 
arise from a lesion of the internal surface of the uterus, or a portion of its proper 
substance; as in open cancer, or other ulcerations of this organ. We coniine our- 
selves to that discharge of blood whioh follows or accompanies the menstrual 
action. We pretend not to account for this condition of the uterus ; we only know 
the fact, that it takes place ; and that the woman may be liable to it so long as the 
menstrual periods continue, be these longer or shorter. Women are, tberofore, 
obnoxious to this state of hemorrhagy, during a great part of their lives, that is, 
during the whole menstrual period ; for we have no evidence that this takes place 
after the congestion of the uterus, (so necessary for the menstrual secretion,) 
ceases to take place ; though hemorrhagies from lesion, and some other causes, do 
very often happen after this time. 
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Besides, did this flow of blood proceed from the same vessels 
as the menstruous fluid, we should be at a loss to understand 
how a hemorrhage should take place from vessels, after disten- 
tion was diminished by the evacuation of a portion of their con- 
tents; which must be the case, did the vessels which ordinarily 
furnish the menstrual blood, also yield that of menorrhagia. 
But, if we suppose that a distinct set of vessels is concerned, we 
can more readily understand how they might be forced, or in- 
duced, from any given local cause, to open themselves, so as to 
pour out blood; since their distended condition may not be re- 
lieved by the catamenial discharge; for it is not difficult to con- 
ceive, that the whole uterus may be in a congestive state at this 
time. 

Gardien, (Traite complete d’Accouchemens, vol. i. p. 289,) 
declares, that “ so great a relation exists between menorrhagia 
and the menstrual flux, that it would be difficult to determine 
where the one ends and the other begins.” Again : “ In fact, all 
spontaneous hemorrhages have the strongest analogy with the 
menstrual flux. The phenomena which accompany the issue of 
blood, are absolutely the same in both cases; only, in menorrha- 
gia, the flow partly belongs to an original law, while that of he- 
morrhages is accidental,” p. 289. 

It is evident from these passages, that he looked upon both dis- 
charges to be the common blood of the system; yet, it is noto- 
rious they differ widely in many particulars. The one is the 
result of a secretory process; the other is blood which has 
escaped from confinement, by the rupture, or the opening of the 
vessels which contained it. Now, were it true that the men- 
strual fluid, and the blood thrown off in menorrhagia were the 
same, there would be no difference between the menstrual flux 
and menorrhagia, except in the quantity of blood which might be 
expended : and, consequently, that menorrhagia is nothing but an 
excessive secretion of the menstrual fluid; or that the menstrual 
fluid is nothing but proper blood. 

Mr. Hunter declares, “ it (the menstrual fluid,) is neither si- 
milar to blood taken from a vein of the same person, nor to that 
which is extravasated by accident in any other part of the body; 
but is a species of blood changed, separated, or thrown off from 
the common mass, by an action of the vessels of the uterus, simi- 
lar to that of secretion, (see p. 55,) by which action the blood 
loses the principle of coagulation, and, I suppose, life.” Dr. 
Good* observes upon this subject, that, “ as this clislinction has 
not been sufficiently attended to, either by nosologists or physio- 
logists, many of the diseases occurring in the present arrange- 

* Study of Medicine, vol. iv. p. 30. Amer. Ed. 
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ment, (his own,) under Paramenia,* have been placed by other 
writers under a genus named Menorrhagia, (a morbid flow of 
blood alone,) from the menstrual vessels. And we have here not 
only a wrong doctrine, but the formation of an improper genus; 
for menorrhagia is, correctly speaking, only a species of the 
genus Hemorrhagia.” 

We have just intimated, that, as we are at present ignorant of 
the agency of remedies upon the different portions of the uterine 
system, a knowledge, whether the blood expended in menorrhagia 
be from the vessels which prepare the menstrual fluid, or from a 
distinct set of vessels, would be of little consequence in a practi- 
cal point of view; yet the time may arrive, and that soon, when 
such knowledge might be highly useful. For, at the present mo- 
ment, we are acquainted with the influence which the ovaria ex- 
ert over the internal surface of the uterus in the production of the 
menstrual fluid ; and, consequently, that it may be essential in 
the various deviations in the formation of this fluid, that the 
restorative remedies be addressed to these bodies; whereas, if a 
different set of vessels from the menstrual yield the blood, the 
cure might require remedies that would exert an influence upon 
the extreme vessels of the uterine surface. 

At first sight, it may appear idle to anticipate the possession of 
remedies that would exert an exclusive control upon each por- 
tion of the uterine system. Yet even the present history of the 
Materia Medica will justify the expectation. The ergot, for in- 
stance, manifests its action upon the fibres of the body and 
fundus of the uterus, and not upon the neck ; the sugar of lead 
acts upon the extremities of bleeding vessels; the spirits of tur- 
pentine, upon the mucous surfaces; mercury upon the salivary 
glands, &c. &c. Is it then, unreasonable to hope we may soon 
be in possession of substances, whose action shall be confined to 
the ovaria or to the internal surface of the uterus? for until we 
do find such specifics, f our practice, in the inordinate flow of the 
menses, .and in menorrhagia, will be rather uncertain. 


* 11 Morbid evacuation, or deficiency of the catamenial flu*.”' Amer. Ed. 
t Every substance which can exert an influence upon the animal system, causes 
its own peculiar mode of action^ and from what we already know, there is every 
reason to believe, that each organ belonging to the human fabric, has appropriate 
stimuli in a state of health, or counteragents in a state of disease, among the va- 
ried productions of nature ; and that these stimuli, or counter-agents, are capable 
of changing the mode of action-of such parts, on which they are destined to aot. 
If this be true, how important is it that the' peculiar action of every substance 
should be closely watched when administered to the living animal 7 It is only by 
such attention to the influence of medicines, that remedies can be discovered, and 
properly classed ; and it is by the same kind of scrutiny that an individual article 
of that class, shall, at one time, or occasion, merit a preference over every other 
individual of the same class. To prove this, we need but refer to every day's ex- 
perience, in the choice of cathartics, emCtioe, astringents, &c n when prescribing 
for the body in a state of disease. 
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It may be asked, of what practical value would the knowledge 
be, whether the fluid expended in menorrhagia be an increased 
secretion of the menstrual fluid or truly a hemorrhage? We 
would answer that the truth is always of consequence, either di- 
rectly or indirectly; and that, if they be the same fluids, the dis- 
ease in question would consist of a morbid condition of a natural 
action; and if they be not, as we believe they are not, the menor- 
rhagic discharge would consist of a morbid condition of some 
other portion of the uterine surface, than that which furnishes the 
menstrual blood, the knowledge of which may lead to great prac- 
tical results. Be this as it may, the disease is of such frequency 
and consequence, as to render a complete knowledge of its mode 
of treatment highly important. We shall, therefore, proceed 
to give a history of this disease, together with the mode of treat- 
ment. 

When treating of the “ immoderate flow of the menses, we 
observed, that excess of discharge must be considered as a rela- 
tive term; and that we should rather consider the consequences 
of the quantity, than the quantity itself. But, with respect to 

menorrhagia, it will be found the best practice to attempt to ar- 
rest it in limine: we have, therefore, for many years, treated this 
disease as one that would most probably increase if neglected, 
though the hemorrhage may be small at the time. 

Gardien,* however, says, that “ we should judge less by the 
quantity expended, that menstruation is immoderate, than by the 
loss of strength that is the consequence of it.” This advice, we 
have agreed would be correct, if the discharge were that of the 
menstrual blood ; but we cannot agree it would be proper in 
menorrhagia. We have just declared that Gardien had con- 
founded these two conditions of the uterus, and this in mere com- 
pliance with a preconceived notion ; and that notion in our opi- 
nion, founded on no better ground tlran the weight of authority .f 
Hippocrates compared the purity of the menstrual blood to that 
of an immolated victim ; and declared it would coagulate as 
quickly, if the woman were in good health. This opinion has 
been copied into almost alt the books of medicine since that time, 
and handed down and believed, by many at this moment. Our 
own inquiries upon this subject, and they may strictly be called 
extensive, have constantly led to an opinion, contrary to that en- 
tertained by Hippocrates; and we are certain that this discharge, 
when in a state of health, differs widely from the blood of hemor- 
rhage. J 

* VqI. I. p. 289. 

f ** L'hemorrhagie netureHe qtii eonetitae les rdgles eat artOrielle : & celte 
ipoque de la vie, preaque toutea less hOmorrhagies aont artgriellea." Vol. I. p. 
229. In this qnotalion it is perceived that he calla the roenstruou* action a he- 
morrhage, and an arterial hemorrhage. 

t See p. 90. 

18 * 
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We have, in our definition of menorrhagia, declared it to be a 
discharge “of fluid blood, or coagula, or both;” and in these re- 
spects, it differs widely from the product of the menstrual action. 
If a coloured fluid escape from the vagina, which will coagulate 
when exposed to the air; or if it be expelled in form of coagula, 
we no longer consider this the healthful process termed menstru- 
ation, but the disease called menorrhagia ; and, when app’ied to 
for this purpose, we prescribe fora state of disease; for it is 
agreeable to observation, that when this condition obtains, the 
uterus is not in an entire healthy state. And we may urge, as a 
proof of this, that those women who habitually expel coagula to 
any amount, do not conceive, until this state of the uterus is 
changed. 

Women who live indolently, and indulge in stimuli; who use 

little or no exercise; who keep late hours; who dance inordi- 
nately;* w T ho are intemperate; w r ho have borne many children; 
who have been subject to febrile affections; who have much leu- 
corrhoea ; who are too prodigal for the joys of wedlock ; who are 
advancing towards the non-menstrual period; who yield too 
readily to passions or emotions of the mind,, are those most ob- 
noxious to menorrhagia. 

This complaint is almost always announced by ceFt&in unplea- 
sant feelings, which the woman after awhile recognises to be the 
harbingers of this hemorrhagy ; such as lassitude, and especially 
of the limbs; back-ach; a sense of fulness; and pressure about 
the region of the uterus; a dragging sensation about the groin; 
frequent inclination to make water; chilliness; a variety of ner- 
vous symptoms ; feverishness; quick pulse, and oftentimes tense, 
full, &c. AH of which disappear, or are much moderated so 
soon as the discharge takes place. This discharge is almost 
always the true menstrual secretion in the commencement; but 
it is either arrested, or is, &ore properly speaking, confounded 
with the blood, or coagula, which now make their appearance; 
and which may continue a longer or shorter period; and of 
which more or less may be expended. 

It may take place without any premonition; especially if the 
operation of & moral cause has produced it; and the quantity 
thrown out may be so moderate as to induce very little weakness, 
or any other inconvenience, save that which arises from its dura- 
tion ; or it may be so profuse, as to suddenly prostrate the strength, 
and become quickly alarming. It may continue but the ordina- 
ry menstrual period ; or it may persevere for many days beyond 
it. It rarely ceases suddenly; but gradually declines, both in 

* Gardicn, especially, condemns the “Waltz.” He says u il n’en est point de 
plus propre k produce cet eflet que cetle danae voluptueuae connue sou* le nom 
de Walse.” Vol. I. 296. 
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quantity, and in the intensity of its colour, several days before it 
stops altogether. 

When it has continued for many days together, it becomes 
serous towards the decline; and this change is almost always 
attended with an unpleasant odour; sometimes extremely offen- 
sive, and occasionally even acrid. If it has been habitual for 
some time, the woman becomes pale, feeble, and emaciated. 
The breasts lose their fulness, and become flaccid. Leucorrhoea 
is almost always an attendant; which may be very abundant, 
and even offensive. The digestive organs become involved, and 
betray many distressing dyspeptic symptoms. Every thing turns 
sour upon the stomach; the bowels become constipated, or are 
urged to diarrhoea; the feet swell; and, if not arrested, dropsy 
may ensue. ■ 

There are evidently two conditions of this affection; one, 
where the whole system participates; and plethora may exist, or 
even a distinctly formed fever may be excited, just before the 
hemorrhage takes place. In this case, the face, the eyes, the 
spirits, all partake of this general state of excitement ; nor does 
this condition subside, unlit the uterine irritation ceases. The 
other seems to consist of a mere local determination to the uterus ; 
producing an engorgement of this organ, but which does not im- 
plicate the general system, except from the waste of strength it 
occasions, when the discharge b profuse, or long-continued. 

Most writers on the subject of hemorrhages* have divided them 
into active and passive; but there is great room to question at 
least the propriety of this mechanical distinction, if theie be not 
sufficient ground to reject it altogether. 

Broussais powerfully opposed the doctrine of passive hemor- 
rhages: he contended, that, in all cases, there existed an irrita- 
tion in the part that yielded the blood; and that weakness, with- 
out irritation, could no more produce hemorrhage than inflam- 
mation. It is supposed by those who advocate the doctrine of 
passive hemorrhage, that the expended blood proceeds from the 
relaxed, or partially paralyzed exhalents. But he contends, that 
this cannot be the case, since Bichat, and other modern physio- 
logists, appear to have proved, that after the blood arrives in the 
capillary-system, it is no longer subject to the action of the heart. 
If this be admitted, where is the power that can force the blood 
info these orifices? " 

Dr. Caldwell,* in a note on Cullen’s division of hemorvhagies 
into active and passive, observes, that this distinction “ is utterly 
Unfounded, and ought to be rejected from pathological science. 
The phraseology leads to a physiological error. The expression, 
‘passive hemorrhagy,’ as applied to living matter, is a gross 

* fid. ofCutlen’a Practice, p. 734. 
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misnomer. During life, no hemorrhage can possibly be passive. 
Blood flows from the vessels that contain it, at least in part, by 
means of the action of that vessel. Now, is it possible for such 
action to cease, otherwise than by the cessation of life in the part ? 
But the cessation of life is the commencement of gangrene. A 
hemorrhagy really passive, therefore, cannot take place, except 
from gangrenous vessels. But from such vessels, unless they be 
very large, blood does not flow at all. The reason is obvious. 
They act on the blood which they contain, like dead matter; and 
we well know, that the action of dead matter on blood forces it 
to coagulate. Hence, in the vessels of a gangrenous part, the 
blood does coagulate, and prevents the hemorrhagy that would 
otherwise ensue.”* 

“ Every hemorrhagy, therefore, that does or can take place 
from the living body, is really an active one. It arises, not from 
the absolute want of action in the part, but from its wrong ac- 
tion. The vessels dilate , or rather contract and dilate alter- 
nately, when they ought to contract only, and thus prevent the 
escape of the blood they contain.” 

For these reasons, and because we have never been able to 
perceive any practical benefit from the division of hemorrhagies 
into active and passive, we shall consider the hemorrhagy of 
which we are treating, always to be of the active kind. 

We have stated above, that there are two varieties of menor- 
rhagia; and that the'first owes its character to the plethoric con- 
dition of the blood vessels, and the general participation of the 
system : hence, the fevered cheek ; the brilliant, and sometimes 
engorged eye; the quick, hard pulse; pain and other uneasiness 
about the back, and uterine region, just before the hemorrhage 
takes place; as well as the peculiar character of the fluid which 
is discharged. 

The blood discharged in this variety of menorrhagia, is sure to 
betray the general condition of the system; for it is always found 
pretty florid, dense, with but little serum, and much disposed to 

* It seems to be u law of the system, that the tendency of the blood to coagu. 
late, is in proportion to the diminution of vital energy. This law is one of great 
consequence and efficacy, in thos6 threatening lesions of the body, called hemor- 
rhagies; for, oftentimes, death would instantly ensue from these causes, did not 
the blood, by a sudden coagulation, prevent the farther waste of this fluid. This 
disposition to coagulate, is almost certain, whan the powers of life are put sud- 
denly upon the wane from the expenditure of blood, by inducing a state of syn- 
cope. Now, syncope W a kind of counterfeit death; all the vital energies are 
suspended for a while, almost as effectively as if death had really taken place, and 
the law of coagulation is put in operation, by coagula forming, and lhu6 putting a 
stop to farther bleeding. These facts are well ascertained. Therefore, when 
syncope takes place, the blood vessels are almost in a state of death, or at least, of 
temporary paralysis; they no longer propel by acting upon tbeir contents ; coose* 
quenUy, tbeir contents remain quiescent. But, agreeably to the doctrine of pas- 
sive hemorrhage, the blood should now flow faster, since the vessels are in a state 
of the greatest possible relaxation * 
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coagulate. The quantity evacuated, will, of course, differ in dif- 
ferent individuals; but, whatever may be the quantity, it is sure 
to present the qualities just named. 

This hemorrhagic disposition of the uterus may take place at 
any moment of the menstruating period; and at any age within 
that limit. But the vigorous and plethoric, who are liable to the 
influence of the exciting causes, are more subject to it than the 
feeble-pulsed, and those who do not encounter such causes. 
Thus, we find womeq of # cities more obnoxious to menorrhagia 
than those of the country; because the physical and moral 
causes, which tend to produce that condition of the system, are 
applied with more force and certainty to the former than to the 
latter. 

But independently of the causes which may tend to induce a 
general plethoric disposition of the body, there are some which 
act by creajing a local congestion of the uterus itself. Thus, the 
frequency of this complaint among the women of Holland, is at- 
tributed to the almost constant use of foot stoves, and the inor- 
dinate drinking of hot tliin liquids, as teti and coflee: they are 
also indolent and luxurious.* Dancing immoderately, and then 
permitting the body to cool suddenly; tight lacing ; ill-protected 
lower extremities; frequent use of demi-baths ; excess of vencry, 
'&c., may be considered as the most common of such causes. 

The most frequent of the exciting causes, are all such as may 
suddenly augment the force of the circulation, and the motion of 
the heart; or such as shall tend to have a direct action upon the 
uterus itself. Of the first kind, is an over-stimulating diet; pas- 
sions or emotions of the mind ; violent exercise, or exertion of a 
sudden kind. Of the second kind, emmenagogue medicines, as 
the tincture of cantbarides, aloes, savin, immoderate venery, 
especially during the flow, &c. 

The indications of cure in the first species, may be readily de- 
duced from the premonitory and accompanying symptoms. 
They all show the plethoric condition of the system in general, 
and of the uterus in particular; therefore, the means to be em- 
ployed to prevent this hemorrhagy, will consist, first, of such ns 
are applied during the absence of the hemorrhagy ; and, secondly, 
those during the period of the discharge. For the first. 

The predisposing causes should be withdrawn as effectually as 

E ossible, by obliging the patient to renounce her indolent habits; 
y taking regular and well adapted exercise in proper weather 
in the open air; to live upon a milk and vegetable diet; to abstain 
from all spirituous and fermented liquors; to indulge in no stimu- 
lating articles of diet, as spices, or other condiments; to keep the 
bowels regular, or even a little loose; to sleep, (and that not too 

* Dr. Rush, MS. Lectures, Leake, Gardien, dt c. 
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long at a time,) in a cool room, upon a hard bed* and without too 
many bed-clothes, or even curtain^; to keep the feet and legs 
warm; and occasional blood-lettings,* &c. „ 

To shun the exciting causes enumerated above, with the most 
scrupulous care. 

During the flow, the first object is to diminish the force of the 
circulation, by blood-letting from the arm, rest, a horizontal pos- 
ture, cool air, and cold drinks ; secondly, to reduce the quantity 
of the discharge, by such means as favour the contraction of tbe 
vessels concerned in the hemorrhage, and favour the coagulation 
of the blood. Of the remedies which are calculated to fulfil these 
useful purposes, the sugar of lead seems at present to stand fore- 
most : it should be given in liberal doses, often repeated, if ne- 
cessary; but always guarded with opium. The following is our 
usual formula: — x 

R Acetal, plump. Qji. 

Gum. opii. gr. iv. M. f. pH. xij. 

One of these to be given every half hour, hour, two hours, or more seldom, as the 
necessity may be.f 


* Blood-letting should always be employed in the intervals, in cases of this 
kind, whenever the poise is active; and it must be repeated as long as the poheis 
tense, irritable, or fulL The beat time to abstract blood, we think, is a few days 
before the discharge, provided the pulse be active at this time : if it be not, let it be 
watched, and when it is found to be acquiring strength, let the blood be taken 
then, and in sufficient quantity to reduce both the aizo and vigour of tbe artery ; 
for bleeding is useful in such cases, in proportion to the contraction it produces in 
the vessels. If the pulse rise only near the period for the renewal of the hemor- 
rhagy, blood must then be abstracted/ by all means, and in larger quantity than at 
the other periods just indicated* For if this direction be not attended to, very lit- 
tle advantage will be derived from the operation, as the desired object, (the con- 
traction of the vessels,) will soarcely take place as those of the uterus are so insu- 
lated, and independent of those of the general system. 

I have thought I derived much advantage, at these times, from the application 
of leeches to the 6mal! of the back ; for eight or ten ounces abstracted by them, 
seems to have more control over the uterine circulation, than double that quantity 
taken from the arm. 

t Dr. Porta recommends “ tannin ’* in menorrhagia, in dosce of three grains, 
every three hours; and is led to the following conclusions in regard to Hs use : — 

1. That whenever tbe uterus is the seat of irritation, which gives rise to an 
active or hypersthenic flooding, and also when this discharge depends upon a 
chronic metritis, this medicine acts specifically upon the uterus. 

2. But when acute metritis gives rise to menorrhagia, the inflammation must be 
subdued by copious and sufficient blood-lettings. 

3. But when menorrhagia proceeds from any organic alterations in the uterus, 
this medicine has no efficacy. 

4. Thai a preference should always be given to this medicine in the treament 
of menorrhagia, as it is very prompt in its effects t it produces no unpleasant 
symptoms; and the stomach bears it well even in a state of irritation.'*' — Archiv. 
Oen.from the Annali Unit, da Med. April, 1827. 

It may be well to observe, that u tannin*' in its pure state, is' very difficult to 
procure, and, consequently, in that condition, cannot be well employed, in general 
practice. It certainly abounds in the Rad. rathane; therefore the extract of this 
substance, is perhaps as good a form as any we can. employ. We have already 
mentioned this substance, when treating of the decline of the menses, page 143. 


Digitized by 


Google 




MENOREHAGIA. 


155 


If this make the stomach sick, or if nausea and vomiting attend, 
which sometimes happens, it may be administered in the form of 
enema, as follows: a scruple of the acetate. dissolved in two 
ounces of warm water, to which must be added a tea-spoonful of 
laudanum. Should this be discharged soon, it may be repeated. 

We, however, from late experience, prefer the vinous tincture 
of the secale cornutum; twenty drops in a little sweetened water, 
every hour until uterine pains are produced. The medicine is 
then suspended until this irritation passes off: it is then to be. 
repeated until similar effects are produced; but given at longer 
and longer intervals. 

Cold applications, consisting of equal parts of whisky or 
brandy, and vinegar, should be applied over the pubes, and re- 
newed as soon as it becomes warm. In warm weather, the addi- 
tion of ice is very important. The best mode of applying the 
cold mixture, is by cloths wrung out of the mixture ; or by means 
of a large bladder partially filled. If the latter be used, cold 
water is as good as the mixture just named, as the fluid does not 
come in contact with the skin; its whole virtue being in its cold- 
ness. 

Late experience, however teaches me to consider the tinct. 
secale cornutum vin., as the remedy most to be relied on. If 
given in tea-spoonful dose, morning, noon and evening, in some 
sugar and water until the discharge again makes its appearance 
it will be found to have abated the ensuing discharge very much ; 
and if after this, the discharge should continue, the tincture must 
be continued, care must be taken that the drug is fresh as possi- 
ble; as it is ascertained that this remedy "will not preserve its 
activity more than two years, after being kept dry and in a glass 
ground stopper bottle. 

The plan just detailed is intended only for such cases as are 
attended by a profuse and threatening discharge ; for, in ordinary 
cases, the sugar of lead, as prescribed above, .answers every pur- 
pose without the cold application. We deem, however, the other 
caution important, even in very moderate cases; as very slight 
errors will sometimes create a great deal of mischief. Rest, Cool 
air, a very low diet, and cold drinks, should be always insisted 
on, if we expect a permanent cure, even in cases where the patient 
does not think it important to lie by. Where the discharge is 
very profuse and alarming, which sometimes happens even with 
young girls, but more especially with women pretty well advanced 
in life, and the means above recommended have not proved sue- * 
cessful, the tampon must be had recourse to. 

The variety we have just described, is generally of much easier 
management than the second; which consists “in a mere local 
determination to t}ie uterus, producing an engorgement of this 
organ ; but which does not implicate the general system, except 
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from the waste of strength it oecasions 9 when the discharge is 
profuse, or long continued.” 

The variety now. under consideration, is- most common to 
women of an irritable and feeble constitution ; and # where, agreea- 
bly to Gardien, there exists an accumulation of vital power 
towards tbe uterus. 

This variety, like the one just spoken of, is accompanied by 
6ome pain and heaviness in the uterine region ; heat and some* 
limes itching in the pudendum. The pulse is small, and rather 
frequent; the extremities disposed to become cold ; the face pale, 
and sometimes cachectic; the appetite feeble; the tongue fre- 
quently found furred, especially in the morning; palpitation of 
the heart; and respiration hurried upon motion, &c. 

The indications in this variety, are* to destroy or diminish this 
congestive tendency of the uterus; and to moderate , jot interrupt 
the unnatural discharge. 

The first indication is to be fulfilled by equalizing the circula- 
tion as much as possible, by determining it towards the surface; 
by well-regulated exercise; by wearing flannel next the skin; 
by keeping the lower extremities warm; by a nutritive aud easily 
assimilated diet; abstaining, however, from stimulating condi- 
ments and drinks; by preventing constipation, by^ven purging 
with aloetic medicines;* by diverting the current of blood to 
some neighbouring part, by dry cupping the small of- the back, 
and blistering the inner side of the thighs; and by the application 
of leeches to the groin, or inner part of the thighs. This last re- 
medy is found to be particularly useful, when used three or four 
days before the expected sanguineous eruption: three or four 
ounces abstracted in this manner is every way sufficient. The 
mustard bath is a very good remedy in such cases. Emetics, 
and especially the ipecacuanha emetics, are thought to be useful 
in this variety of menorrhagia: they Were first proposed by Dr. 
Bryan Robinson for hemorrhagy, and have since been recom- 
mended in menorrhagia ; but of these, we can say nothing decisive 
from experience. If at all useful, in such cases, it must be just 
before the menstrual eruption; for, during the flow, we never re- 
member to have seen vomiting abate the discharge when it came 
on spontaneously, though it may have been pretty severe. Taking 
a grain of the 6ugar of lead with a little opium, three or four 
times a day in the absence of the discharge; or drachm doses of 

* W« hive in several cases of menorrhagia, in women somewhat advanced in 
life, found great advantage from the hiera picra as a cathartic; it may be used 
agreeably to the following formula:— 

ft Hiera Picra, - . $j. 

Sapo. Venet, - - gr. viij. 

Syr. Rhsi.^q. a. m.— f. pil. xx. 

One or two of these taken every night, until the bowels are found free. See p. 
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the tincture of rathany, or the extract, as directed at page 143, will 
be found highly useful. 

To fulfil the second indication, the means are precisely the 
same as recommended in the first variety ; with this exception, 
that if the discharge be long continued, we may employ the dry 
cupping and apply blisters. 

In both varieties, we have often found decided advantage from 
injections per vaginam, made of the solution of the acetate of 
lead, of sufficient strength — that is, two or more drachms to a pint 
of lukewarm water. Half of this, or one-third, may be thrown 
up the vagina by means of a syringe, three or four times a day. 

In all cases of menorrhagia, opium is found highly useful, 
when combined with small portions of ipecacuanha ; and should 
always be exhibited, as soon as the pulse will bear its stimulus. 
It should be certainly given at night, if pain prevents sleep; or 
even during the day, if necessary. 

Gardien makes a third variety of menorrhagia ; namely, “ a 
spasmodic.” Of this variety I can say nothing; nor do I believe 
in its existence ; the only evidence of the species, agreeably to 
him, is, that menorrhagia is sometimes relieved by opium, or 
other antispasmodics. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE SIGNS WHICH USUALLY ACCOMPANY PREGNANCY. 

In a work treating exclusively of the diseases peculiar to the 
female, we have thought it important that the inexperienced prac- 
titioner should be well acquainted with what are termed the ra- 
tional signs of pregnancy; and for the following reasons : — 

1st. Because pregnancy often influences our prescriptions, iix 
both the acute and chronic diseases that may accompany this 
condition. 

2d. Because the physician’s opinion may decide the fate of a 
female in a court of justice when she wishes to take advantage 
of the privileges which pregnancy claims, when she may.have 
forfeited her life to the laws of her country by her crimes. Or, 

3d. Where the duration of human gestation may involve the 
character or property of individuals. 

Therefore the value of the signs of pregnancy should be as well 
ascertained as the nature of things will permit, that error may 
not be committed in our prescriptions ; and that the innocent may 
not be injured, or the guilty absolved c consequently, in a medico- 
14 
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legal* point bf View, a knowledge of the symptoms about to be 
considered, is every way of great importance. 

As soon as impregnation takes place, various parts sympathize, 
either directly or indirectly, with this condition of the ovarium. 
These sympathies, or disturbances, are generally so uniform ir> 
their nature, and so regular in their appearance, that they have 
been considered as evidences of pregnancy : the first, and most 
usual, is the interruption of the menstruous discharge; secondly, 
nausea, and vomiting; thirdly, enlargement of the breasts; fourth- 
ly, the areolae round the nipples ; fifthly, the secretion of milk ; 
sixthly, the enlargement of the abdomen ; seventhly, the increased 
size of the uterus; eighthly, pouting out of the navel; ninthly, 
spitting of white frothy mucus; tenthly, salivation. 

Although almost every pregnancy has nearly the whole, or the 
greater part of the signs we have just enumerated, yet their union 
may not in a given individual case, so positively decide this con- 
dition as to render it free from all doubt ; especially, where the 
subject may become an object of judicial proceeding; and where 
life, character, or property, may be involved in the consideration. 
On this account, chiefly, we will spend a few moments on each 
of these reputed signs of pregnancy. 


Sect. I. — I. Suppression of the Menses. 

Few signs of pregnancy are more equivocal than the suppres- 
sion of the menses, and should never be relied on, farther than 
that sign is entitled to. Dr. Rigby is very emphatic on this sub- 
ject, in his System of Midwifery ; (p. 97,) he says, “ The diag- 
nosis of pregnancy, is a subject well worthy of the student’s most 
serious attention; for he will of course be liable when in prac- 
tice, to be called to give his evidence before a Court of Justice, 
under circumstances, when the responsibility will ever be of the 
most serious and not unfrequently of the most fearful nature, the 
more so, as the old custom of impanelling a jury 4 of twelve ma- 
trons’ to determine whether the woman be quick with child, has 
fallen deservedly into disrepute.” 44 Numerous cases are on re- 
cord where a false diagnosis in women convicted of capital of- 
fences, has led to the most lamentable results, and where dis- 
section of the body after death has shown that she was pregnant.” 
A case is related by Baudelocque of a French countess, imprison- 
ed during the French revolution, who was accused of carrying 
on a treasonable correspondence with her husband, an emigrant; 
she was ordered to* be examined by two* of the best mid wives in 
Paris, and they declared her not pregnant. She was accord- 
ingly guillotined, and her body taken to the School of Anato- 
my, where it was opened by Baudelocque, who found twins in 
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the fifth month of pregnancy.” — Dr. Rigby’s Syst. of Midwifery, 
p. 98. Am. Ed. 

The suppression of the menses, in a married woman, or in a 
woman who has had illicit commerce with a man, may justly 
give rise to the suspicion, that impregnation has taken place; 
and, as a general sign, may safely be looked upon as one of the 
most unequivocal that may present itself; yet a variety of causes, 
independently of pregnancy, may produce the same effect, both 
in the married and in the unmarried woman: 1st. Exposure ta 
cold and damp at the time the menses are about to appear, or 
immediately after they have shown themselves. 2d. Certain 
chronic affections, as phthisis pulmonalis, scirrhous liver, or 
other visceral obstructions. 3d. The operation of certain pow- 
erfully depressing passions, or emotions of the mind; some imper- 
fection in either the ovaries or the uterus itself. 4th. Accidents 
by falling, or severe blows; and, lastly, the precocious cessation 
of this function.* 

If, then, the absence of the menses do not positively evince 
pregnancy, will their presence prove that it docs not exist? This 
question would, unquestionably, be answered in the affirmative 
by Dr. Denman, and, perhaps, many others; not because they 
have not seen coloured discharges from the vagina during preg- 
nancy; but because, from a preconceived notion of the functions 
of the uterus, they deny these discharges to be menstrual. 

In declaring women may menstruate after impregnation, I 
have no favourite hypothesis to support; nor am I influenced by 
any affectation or vanity, to differ from others; neither do I be?* 
lieve I am more than ordinarily prone to be captivated or misled 
by the marvellous; for I soberly and honestly believe what I say, 
and pledge myself for ihe fidelity of the relation of the cases I 
adduce in support of my position. 

Nothing can be more vague and unsatisfactory than Dr. Den- 
man’s definition of menstruation; namely, “from the uterus of. 
every healthy woman, who is not pregnant, or who docs not 
give suck, there is a discharge of blood, at certain periods, from 
the time of puberty to the approach of old age.” Now, from 
this definition it would necessarily follow, that if a woman men- 
struate, she must bo in good health; but the experience of every 
day is against this conclusion. Again, if a woman has a dis- 
charge of blood while she is suckling, she must, by the terms of 
this definition, be either no nurse, or this discharge is not mem 
struous blood. Dr. Denman would certainly agree to this last 

* Dr. Lacock relates a remarkable case of this kind, in which a young lady 
received a fall down some steps while the menses were flowing, by which they 
were instantly arrested, and continued to be so during a considerable time. La- 
cock on Hysteria. See also note, p. 119. I saw, as I mentioned, a similar in. 
stance. 
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deduction, but what proof has he to support this belief? So far 
as my own, and the experience of many others go, I should say 
none. I wish to be understood to mean, whenever I use the terms, 
menstruous discharge, menstruous blood, menses, or any other 
designation, that legitimate discharge from the uterus, which 
would, under the best circumstances of health in general, or con- 
dition of the uterus in particular, constitute this important func- 
tion in its most perfect form — I do not mean to include discharges 
of blood, properly so called, and properly so being, as coming 
within my views and meaning of the above terms. I employ the 
terms named above, to express the result of a peculiar action of 
the internal surface of the uterus, but which differs widely from 
the common circulating fluid, called blood ; and precisely what 
Dr. Denman wishes to be understood to mean, when he speaks 
pf “ menstruation.” 

The only argument adduced by Dr. Denman in support of his 
hypothesis, is, “ that, if a woman menstruated, while pregnant, 
she must very often miscarry, as a part of the ovum must neces- 
sarily be detached from the uterus at each period. ” I would ask, 
why a part of the ovum must be necessarily detached to give 
issue to this discharge? I see no reason why this should be so; 
as I am persuaded, that this can happen without any such con- 
sequence. Dr. Hunter, Dr. Denman himself, Mr. Burns, Baude- 
Ipcque, &c.* all declare, that for the first two or three months* the 
inferior portion of the uterus, and more especially the neck, are 
not always occupied by the decidua, but are left as free, and as 
unembarrassed, as before impregnation : of this I have no doubt; 
and it is from this unoccupied portion, that the menstruous dis- 
charge takes place. 

If it be said, that this surface is insufficient in extent to yield 
the quantity that is ordinarily discharged, 1 would answer: First, 
I am not contending for the quantity, but the quality of the eva- 
cuation. And I admit, that, when this evacuatioA takes place 
during pregnancy, it is not so abundant as it usually is under 
other circumstances. Second. That the following fact will show, 
how capable a small healthy portion of the internal surface of the 
uterus is, of yielding a quantity of menstruous blood. My friend. 
Dr. Coxe, gave me a diseased uterus, in the cavity of which 
there was a healthy portion of surface, not exceeding in size a 
common thumb-nail; and from this surface was yielded, at every 
menstruous period, a quantity of fluid ; and which, as far as 
could be detected by its sensible properties, was of a perfectly 
healthy quality. 

• u En general, elles, (lea r&gles,) ee suspendent dorant la grossesse, et l’allaite- 

mcat; mais il eat des cas ot} four 6coulement continue dans ces circonstances ; re- 
Jativemcnt h la grossesse, il ae borne ordinairement aux premiers moia, rare meat 
m soutient il jusqu’ & raccouchement.**— Frank, 
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Again, I well know a number of women who habitually men* 
struate during pregnancy, until a certain period; but, when that ' 
time arrives, menstruation ceases; several have menstruated until 
the second or third month; others longer; and two until the 
seventh month ; the last two were mother and daughter. I am 
certain there was no mistake in the cases to which I now refer. 
My interrogatories were numerous, and the answers bore all the 
marks of candour: — first, the menses were regular in their re- 
turns; not suffering the slightest derangement from the impreg- 
nated condition of the uterus; secondly, from two to five days 
were employed for their completion; thirdly, the evacuation dif- 
fered in no respect from the discharge in ordinary; except, they 
thought it less abundant; fourthly, there were no coagula in any 
one of these discharges; consequently, it could not be the com- 
mon blood, or the blood of hemorrhagy ; fifthly, in the two pro- 
tracted cases, the quantity discharged regularly diminished after 
the fourth month, a circumstance, not perhaps difficult of expla- 
nation. I may also cite, in favour of my position, the authority 
of Heberden, Hosack, and Francis.* 

With regard to nurses menstruating, every accoucheur must be • 
familiar with the fact, as it is of frequent occurrence; happening 
ten times, perhaps, to the other once. Here the same difficulty 
does not exist; for the uterus is now unoccupied: and the only 
matter of surprise is, that it does not more frequently occur; 
Though I have strenuously contended for the fact, and attempted 
an explanation of it, yet 1 am well persuaded it is bul an excep- 
tion to the rule, and not an ordinary arrangement of nature. 

As it is sometimes of consequence to determine an incipient - 
pregnancy, it is proper to notice every thing relative to this 
important subject. We will, therefore, state Mr. Nauche’s obser- 
vations on this subject. Some years since this gentleman en- • 
deavoured to show, that the urine of every pregnant woman 
contained a substance that he denominated Keiateine, which 
separates from it, and shows itself in the form of a pelliele on its 
surface, and considers it as a valuable diagnostic sign of this 
state. This was several years ago, and but little notice was 
taken of it, until Mr. Tanchou, of Paris, recently published his 
observations on it in “ Lancette Francaise.” They are as fol- 
low : 

“ He examined the urine of twenty five pregnant women, and ’ 
in every case he detected the presence of Keistcinc . — The fol- 
lowing is the description he gives of the changes which the urine 
during pregnancy exhibits, and of the characters by which its* 
peculiar ingredients may be recognised.” 

“ The urine of a pregnant woman, collected in the morning, is* 

* Francis’* ed. of Denman, p. 231. 
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usually of a pale yellow colour, and slightly milky in appearance; 
it is not coagulable by heat, or by any of the tests which indicate 
the presence of albumen. Left to itself, and exposed to the air 
after the first day, there begins to appear suspended in it, a cot- 
tony-looking cloud, and at the same time, a flocculent whitish 
matter is deposited at the bottom of the fluid. These phenomena 
are not of constant occurrence, and, moreover, healthy urine 
sometimes exhibits analogous phenomena. From the second to 
the sixth day, small opaque bodies rise from the bottom to the 
top of the fluid ; these gradually collect together so as to form a 
layer which covers the surface: this is Keisteine . It is of a 
whitish or opaline colour, and may be aptly compared to the 
layer of greasy matter which covers the surface of fat broth, 
when it has been allowed to cool. Examined by the microscope, 
it exhibits the appearance of a gelatinous mass, which has no 
determined form. Some snaall cubical crystals can be perceived 
in it, when it has become stale.” 

“The Keisteine continues in the state we have now described, 
for three or four days; the urine then becomes muddy, and mi- 
nute opaque bodies detach themselves from the surface to settle 
at the bottom of the vessel; the pellicle thus becomes soon de- 
stroyed.” 

“The characteristic feature, therefore, of the urine during 
pregnancy consists in the presence of Keisteine. It deserves, 
however, to be noticed, that the urine in some cases of extreme 
phthisis pulmonalis, and also, of vesical catarrh, will he found to 
exhibit on its surface a layer or stratum which is not unlike to 
that now described as peculiar to the state of pregnancy. But 
with proper attention we may easily avoid this mistake. The 
stratum in the cases alluded to, does not appear so quickly on 
the surface of the urine as the Keisteine ; and also, instead of 
disappearing, as it is found to do in a few days, it (the former) 
goes on increasing in thickness, and ultimately becomes con- 
verted into* a mass of mouldiness. 

Of twenty-five cases, in which Mr. Tanchou detected the pre- 
sence of Keisteine in the urine, seventeen occurred in women who 
were pregnant from four to nine monihs, four in women who ha<| 
quickened, and who considered themselves as labouring under dis- 
ease of the womb, and the remaining four in patient's who had been 
under treatment for casual complaints — one for sciatica at the 
Hotel Dieu, another for ascites in the city, a third fpr an ulcer in 
the neck at La Pitie, and the last had been cauterized twice a 
week for a pretended disease of the uterus. — In none of these 
cases had the existence of pregnancy been suspected, although 
in every one of them the fact was soon placed beyond a doubt.” 
Jfaner. Joum. Med. Sciences, for Feb., 1840., p. 484. 

In one extraordinary case, which fell under my notice in 1791* 
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the contrary of suppression took place at pregnancy : a woman 
applied for advice for a long-standing suppression of the menses; 
indeed, she never had menstruated but twice. She had been 
married a number of months, and complained of a good deal of 
derangement of stomach, &c. — L prescribed some rhubarb, and 
steel pills. About six months after this,»she again called to say 
44 that the medicine had brought down her courses, but she was. 
more unwell than before; her sickness and vomiting had in- 
creased, besides swelling very much in her belly;” 1 saw that 
this was pretty much distended, and immediately examined it, as 
I suspected dropsy — but from the feel of the abdomen, the want 
of fluctuation, and the solidity of the tumour, I began to think it 
might be pregnancy, and told the woman my opinion. She now 
became anxious to understand her situation exactly, and submit- 
ted, for this purpose, to an examination per vaginam ; this proved 
her to be six months advanced in pregnancy ; after this time, she 
had the regular returns of her catamenial period until the full 
time had expired. During the period of suckling, she was free 
from the discharge : she was a nurse for mors than twelve months; 
she weaned her child, and, shortly after, she was again sur- 
prised by an eruption of the menses, which, as on the former oc- 
casion, proved to be a sign of pregnancy. Whether this pecu- 
liarity pursued her still farther, I cannot say; as she removed 
from the neighbourhood, soon after the birth of her second child. 

Whether there was a periodical discharge of a colourless fluid 
in this case, as a compensation for the regular menses, I am un- 
able to say, as I did not examine the woman on this point, not 
having, at that time, the same interest as now, in such minute in- 
quiry. I merely state the main facts, though they bid defiance 
to calculation, and almost to example, Deventer* being the only 
author, so far as I know, who has furnished a similar example. 


Sect. II. — 2. Nausea and Vomiting . 

Nausea, and vomiting, though a very usual concomitant, is. 
very far from being a certain sign of pregnancy; it occurs some- 
times where the menses have been delayed by other causes: it 
may, however, be considered as adding to the general testimony 
in proof of this condition. Should the child die while in utero, 
the vomiting, for the most part, ceases immediately. 

• Chapter XV. p. 65. 
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. S®px f III.— 3. v Enlargement of the Mammm* 

Enlargement of the mammas is' a very common attendant upon 
genuine pregnancy, though it is not uniformly so — I have known 
a number of cases where they did not swell even at the latter 
periods of gestation^ nor was it until after delivery, that they 
gave evidence of capacity to perform their ordinary functions*: 
on the other hand, I have known them to enlarge considerably, 
whererthe menses were interrupted from other causes than preg- 
nancy.* 


Sect. IV. — 4. Ateolce . . 

The areolae, which are sometimes formed round the nipples, 
ijtust.be considered as equivocal in any but a fipst pregnancy: 
in this case did areolae form, I should place great dependence 
upon them; for, so far, I have not been deceived. They do not, 
however, always present themselves; and may not be easily de- 
tected even when formed, in very dark-skinned women: .there is 
always, I believe, an enlargement of the little sebaceous glands 
which surround the nipples,. when areolae encircle them; and 
they, as far as my observations go, serve to strengthen the sus- 
picion of pregnancy. So far as I recollect, this blush is not 
mimicked by obstructed catamenia, or from any other cause than 
pregnancy. It is possible that they may attend a false concep- 
tion or mole; but of this I have no experience. In a second, or 
other pregnancies, I do not p|ace the same reliance upon this 
sign ; as a trifling irritation, or other causes, I believe, may pro- 
duce Jhem ; or they may, as I have often noticed, be absent alto- 
gether. The marks I have been speaking of, must not be con- 
founded with the permanent stain left around the nipple after a 
woman has suckled a child ; and great care should be taken to 
conduct this inquiry in such a manfier as to give no false im- 
pressions. Dr. Ingleby considers the areol© as a proof of preg- 
nancy. 

When the nipples are to be examined, the. woman should open 
her bosom so as to expose the whole breast; she must not be suf- 
fered to draw it above the margin of her clothes by placing her 
hand beneath it — in doing this, the nipple oftentimes is irritated 
by the pressure of the fingers, which gives a new character to 
the appearances. I have, in. a number of instances* detected 
pregnancy by this examination, where the patients insisted their 

* We have met with this symptom in a number of cases: a swelling and ten- 
derness takes place in simple obstruction, and we have known it accompany the 
iqenstrual discharge. In cases of tho latter kind it appears to be habitaal. 
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irregularity proceeded from cold or other causes. It must, how. 
ever, be remembered, that the absence of these areola) does not 
prove the woman unimpregnated. 

In one case I detected pregnancy when it was not suspected : 
a lady who had been several years married without becoming 
pregnant, sent for me to examine her mamma, which she said, 
had a tumour in it. As soon as I saw the breast my atten- 
tion was challenged to a more particular examination. The 
areohp was so extensive and deep toned, and the little glands 
were so enlarged, and prominent, that it immediately struck me, 
that besides the small tumour, (which was nothing more than but 
one of the glands of her breast, swelled or enlarged,) she was 
pregnant; I mentioned my suspicion — she laughed at me, as did 
the husband ; — but time proved I was right, much to their joy.. 

Sect. V. — 5. Formation of Milk. 

The formation of milk in the mammae, is coeval, in some preg* 
nant women, with their swelling; while in others it is not formed 
until after delivery. When this secretion takes place, it is looked 
upon by the vulgar as a certain sign of pregnancy ; but I have 
oftentimes known this fluid, {or at least a fluid bearing all the 
marks of the first formed milk,) plentifully secreted without preg- 
nancy, merely by the interruption of the menses. It has been 
produced in women past the period of child-bearing, and even, 
it is said, in men* by the repeated application of a child to 
the nipple. It has also been produced in a girl of eight years 
old, as we are informed by Raudelocque. (See his very interest* 
ing case, Vol. I. page 219.) 

1 once knew a considerable quantity of milk form in the breasts 
of a lady, who, though she had beet>. married a number of years* 
bad never been pregnant ; but who at this time had been two 
vears separated from her husband. She mentioned the fact of 
her having milk to a female friend, who, from an impression that 
it augured pregnancy, told it to another friend, as a great secret; 
who in her turn mentioned k to another friend, and thus, after 
having enlisted fifteen or twenty to help them keep the secret, 
it got to the ears of the lady’s brother. His surprise was only 

* The following case is in proof of this assertion : it is communicated by Mr. 
Hcber Chase, of New Hampshire. 

A Mr. James Hildreth, of Hopkinton, New Hampshire, was, about three years 
since, (Dec. 9lh, 1834,) from the abundant secretion of milk in his right breast, 
enabled, by pressing it with his fingers, to project milk from the nipple two or 
three feet. Mr. Chase declares he has seen him do so often at the young people 
around him. He was a blacksmith by trade, and a muscular, robust roan, some* 
what dissipated, but not so much so as to interfere with his business. He was 
about thirty year*. of age, and the father of several children, 
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equalled by his rage; and,*in a paroxysm, he accused his sister 
in the most violent and indelicate terms, of incontinency, and 
menaced her with most direful vengeance. 

The lady, conscious of her innocence, desired that I should be 
sent for, forthwith; and insisted her brother should not leave 
the room until I arrived : some time elapsed before this could 
be accomplished, as we were several miles from each other, 
during the yellow fevered 179&. During the whole of this time 
she bore his threats and revilings, with the utmosj exemplary# 
patience and silence. I at length arrived ; and, in the presence 
of th^Tbrother and a female friend, she informed me of what I 
have just stated; and said her object in sending for me was, to 
submit to such an examination as I might judgg proper to de- 
termine, whether she were pregnant or not — she would not per- 
mit her brother to leave the chamber; and I conducted the ex- 
amination without his withdrawing. This thing turned out as 
I had anticipated, from the history given at the ffoment, of her 
previous healtlH: I pronounced her not pregnant ; and sha^died 
in about eight months after, of phthisis pulmonalis, in whiiHBiS' 
ease the obstruction of the catamenia is not an unfrequenlxc- 
currence* 


Sect. VI. — 6. Enlargement of the Abdomen. 

The enlargement of the abdomen, perhaps, is one of the most 
equivocal of the enumerated signs, since it may take place from 
so many other causes as, 1st. Dropsical affections, of either the 
abdomen, uterus, or ovaria.* 2d. A chronic disease of the ova- 
ria, or uterus itself. 3d. A retention of the menses, from some 
accidental cause preventing their flow.f 4th. Enlargement of al- 
most any of the abdominal viscera. 5th. The simple obstruction 
of the catamenia. For these reasons, but little reliance can be 
placed upon this circumstance alone, or even when combined* 
with several others. For I have had the pleasure, in several 
instances, of doing away any injurious and cruel suspicion, to 
which this enlargement had given* rise. Within a short time, t 

• Dr. Blundell relates the following interesting case, which should be-kept iiw 
recollection, as a beacon to shun a similar error. 

Dr. Haighton was sent for in consultation with a distinguished London surgeon, 
to a case supposed to be ascites, for which the patient was to be tapped the next 
day. Dr. Haighton suggested that this swelling might be a dropsy of the uterus, 
but no particular examination waa made to ascertain this. During the night, the 
sac containing this fluid gave way, a “ flood of fluid was discharged, and the ab* 
domcn collapsed rapidly, a fetus not larger than the first joint of the finger 
escaped, the woman escaped the paracentesis and did well.** — Princip. and Pr&c. 
of Obstet. p. 78. 

t See Miss F*s. case, in Essays on various Subjects connected with Midwifery, 
page 337, by the author. 
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relieved an anxious and tender mother, from an almoafr heart- 
breaking apprehension for the condition of an only, and beauti- 
ful daughter, on whom suspicion had fallen, though not quite 
fifteen years of age. This case, it must be confessed, combined 
several circumstances which rendered it one of great doubt; 
and without having had recourse to the most careful, and mi- 
nute examination, might readily have embarrassed a young 
practitioner. 

This young lady’s case w'as submitted to a medical gentleman, 
who, from its history and the feel of the abdomen, pronounced 
it to be a case of pregnancy; and advised the sorrow-stricken 
mother to send her daughter immediately to the country, as the 
best mode of concealing her shame. Not willing to yield to. the 
opinion of her physician, (a young man,) and moved by the 
positive denials of her agonized child, the mother consulted me. 
The history of the case w ? as thus briefly given by the mother: 
“ Her daughter commenced, between twelve and thirteen, to 
menstruale, and continued to do so, regularly, until late last 
fall;* at which time she had a very smart attack of the pre- 
vailing epidemic ; of this she was, however, relieved by the usual 
remedies; but since which time, she had never menstruated ; she 
gradually swelled in the belly; her stomach was much affected, 
especially in the morning; and the breasts w T ere a little enlarged.” 

I examined the mammae, and found them a little tumid, but 
without areolae; the abdomen was much enlarged, tense, and 
hard, in consequence of a large tumour which was confined to 
the left side of this cavity, and which could be easily traced 
throughout its right and inferior margin, and proved, (at least in 
my opinion,) to be an enlarged spleen ; no tumour was found in 
the pubic region; consequently, the uterus was not found en- 
larged ; the navel was sunk ; and upon an attempt to pass the 
finger into the vagina, I found so much evidence of her conti- 
nency, that I did not persevere, being perfectly satisfied, from the 
condition of the parts, that she was a virgin. I unhesitatingly, 
and with no common degree of pleasure, declared the poor child 
to be free from the charge, so heedlessly and cruelly preferred 
against her. 

Sect. VII. — 7. Increased Size of the Uterus. 

An increased size of the uterus, especially in young women, 
either married or single, will necessarily create a suspicion that 
it may arise from pregnancy; particularly if its surface, as dis- 
^ Anguished through the abdominal parietes, be uniformly round, 
* smooth, and elastic; and if there be combined with these marks, 

• 1832 . 
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several of the rational signs of pregnancy — but it is far from being 
infallible. This distention of the uterus may arise, 1st, from a 
dropsical state of the uterus ; 2dly, from diseases within its cavity, 
as tumours, or excrescences ; 3dly, from moles, or false concep- 
tions, or hydatids; 4thly, from a retention of the menstruous dis- 
charge from the occlusion of the os tincse, &c. The case refer- 
red to, of Miss F., is strictly in point ; and was one among others, 
where injurious surmises were, for a long time, most cruelly eo-* 
tertainecL* 


Sect. VIII. — 8. Pouting out of the Navel. 

Pouting out of the navel, if it takes place only proves that there 
is something behind, which makes it protrude; but it by no means 
follows, that it is the uterus distended by pregnancy : I believe it 
invariably takes place in pregnancy after the sixth month, or 
sometimes even earlier ; and I think the following conclusions 
may pretty safely be drawn from this condition of the navel c 1st, 
If the woman be pregnant, it will, by its projection, indicate the ad- 
vancement to be at least six months ; yet the woman may be ad- 
vanced to the fifth or a little beyond it, without this part undergoing 
a change; 2dly, If this part protrude, it will by no means follow 
without the concurrence of other signs, that the woman is preg- 
nant ; for this may happen from any cause, independently of preg- 
nancy, that is capable of distending the uterus to a size equal to 
the sixth or seventh month ; as in ascites, when the abdomen is 
much stretched; from sanguineous sarcoma; from hydatids; 
chronic enlargements of the liver, and, perhaps, of some other of 
the abdominal viscera. When this part does not protrude, we are 
not to conclude that the woman is not pregnant ; as it requires the 
presence of the uterus behind it, to make it appear; and, therefore, 
whatever is capable of preventing its presence immediately be- 
hind the navel, as insufficient development, or its sinking unusu- 
ally low in the pelvis from the extraordinary size of this cavity, 
is capable of interrupting this protrusion* 


Sect. IX. — 9. Spitting of Frothy Saliva. 

Spitting of very white frothy mucus, is by no means a constant 

* Since this period, I have met with a case very similar to that of Mies Ps. in a 
married lady, but who had never been pregnant. This case, naturally enough, 
was looked upon as one of pregnancy, as there was no apparent incapacity — all the 
rational signs of this condition were present; and- it was supposed that the patient 
was in her seventh month of gestation. On the fifth of May, 1830, the was sud- 
denly surprised by a large flow of a fluid resembling blood, but in which there wa^ 
neither coagula, foetus, nor placenta. The abdominal intumescence quickly sub- 
sided, and the patient waa very soon relieved of all the symptoms which resembled 
pregnancy. 
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attendant upon pregnancy ; but when it 'doe* occur, it very cer- 
tainly points out this condition. This saliva is very tenacious, and # 
very difficult to deliver from the mouth ; it is extremely while and 
a little frothy; and, when discharged upon the floor, assumes a 
round shape, and about the size of a shilling piece: hence the ex- 
pression, that the person is •* spitting English shillings, or cotton ;” 
and, 90 far as I have remarked, it is almost a certain sign of 
pregnancy. 

Sect. X. — 10. Salivation . 

Salivation, like the sign just mentioned, is not a constant at- 
tendant upon pregnancy, except in a very moderate degree; in- 
deed it is not very rare, though it seldom exists in excess: but, 
when jt does happen, it very decidedly points out this condition 
— I do not remember to have observed this symptom from any 
other state of the uterus.* 

From what has been-said, it appears that the rational signs, 
(as they have been termed,) of pregnancy, may exist in stronger 
or weaker combination, without proving it unequivocally ; though 
they may leave little or no room for reasonable doubt of its ex- 
istence. There is, then, but one mark, by which pregnancy can 
be absolutely determined — and that is, the movements of the foetus, 
itself within the uterus. In judging of this, we are not to rely 
upon the ipsa dixit of the woman, as she may be deceived, or 
have motives io mislead; upon this point, therefore, we must de- 
termine for ourselves. 

Upon this point Dr. Blundell furnishes us with the following 
curious facts: “1 know an instance of a lady, possessing more 
than average intelligence, the mother of twelve children, who was 
led by certain abdominal movements into an erroneous persuasion 
that she was again pregnant; for spasms of the abdominal mus- 
cles, and flutters of the bowels, may now and then be mistaken 
for the movements of a child. It ought, moreover, to be known, 
that some women possess the power of similating the foetal move- 
ments, by the action of the abdominal muscles, so exactly, that 
even an experienced accoucheur might be deceived. A female 
who possessed considerable skHI of this kind, formerly exhibited 
her taleuts in this town (London,) for hire; she was visited by 

* Since writing the above, I have met with two instances of salivation in females, 
which was not produced by pregnuncy, or any other known cause. One was ex* 
tremely profuse, and lasted full three weeks, in defiance of all applications. The 
floid was nearly tasteless, and was without the Slightest odour : it ceased gradually, 
and I may say spontaneously ; for no remedy that was used, appeared to make the 
slightest impression upon the discharge. This affection seemed to arise from some 
condition of the stomach, as much nausea attended. The other was less profuse, 
and more obedient to remedies — a strong infusion of cinnamon appeared to afford 
complete relief, though it waa altogether unavailing in the other instance. 

15 
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Lowder, Mackenzie, and some other celebrated accoucheurs of 
• the day, and after satisfying themselves that the uterus was not 
enlarged, they made the usual examination of the abdomen, when 
they all agreed, that the movement was so exactly analogous to 
that of a foetus, that no distinction could be clearly made, adding, 
if there had been no internal examination made, they should* 
judging from this only, have satisfied themselves that the woman 
was with child.” 

To do this, it is necessary to place the hand upon the bare ab- 
domen, and wait for the motion of the child ; or we may endea- 
vour to provoke it, by having the hand either hot or cold, accord- 
ing to the season, as recommended by Morgagni ; and as has been 
often practised successfully by myself. Should the weather be 
hot, we should have the temperature of the hand reduced by cold 
water, or ice; or, if the weather be cold, have the temperature 
raised, by placing the hand in warm water fora short time. By 
these means, we rarely fail to excite the fetus to action; and we 
may succeed in having jt, even pretty frequently, repeated, by 
• repeating the same means. Of this fact I am perfectly certain ; 

but, to account for it, is beyond my ingenuity. By touching 
per vaginam, we may ascertain, that the uterus contains a solid 
body within it: but we cannot by this method, determine whether 
it be a living peing, or an imperfectly organized mass. 

Will the absence of all motion within the uterus determine the 
woman not to be pregnant, when a sufficient number of the ration- 
al signs combine to render it more than probable that she is? 1 
must answer this question in the negative ; as instances have oc- 
curred to others,* and one to myself, where the motions of the 
child were never perceived, during the whole period of utero-ges- 
tation. In such cases, an examination, per vaginam, will aid 
much ; especially at the latter period of pregnancy — the state of 
development of the uterus ; the feel of the substance contained in 
it; the condition of the os tincSB; the height of the fundus, &c., 

. will, when taken into consideration, and found perfectly to corres- 
pond with the woman’s history of herself, prevent any serious er- 
ror in our estimate. 

Sect. XI. — 11. Of Quickening. 

By quickening we are to understand the first perception the 
woman has of the child’s muscular action. It is presumable, that 
it has in a very feeble manner exerted itself very often before it 
is or can be noticed by the mother; and the moment at which 
this action becomes obvious to her, must be at different periods 
of pregnancy, in different women, owing to the greater or less 

* Letret, aa quoted by Bandelocqae, Vol. I. p. 240. 
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strength of the foetus ; the quantity of the liquor amnii ; and the 
sensibility of the uterus itself. I once knew a lady of great ner- 
vous sensibility, who constantly perceived the motions of her 
children at twelve weeks; others are longer, and may be said to 
be^t every period between the twelfth week and seventh month 
— the medium period is the most common; and when I declare 
the most usual to be at the fourth month, I am, perhaps, as near 
the truth as can well be ascertained.* 

An anonymous writer in the Medical and Physical Journal for 
June, 1812, under the name of “ Medicus,” has puzzled himself, 
besides appearing willing to puzzle every body else, by a learned 
attempt to explain the cause of quickening by physical and meta- 
physical reasoning upon the subject. He evidently confounds 
two circumstances totally distinct, (if one of them really has an 
existence,) in their natures, under one general term ; namely, the 
first perceptible motion of the foetus, is confounded with a sup- 
posed sudden change in the uterus, at the period the fundus 
usually appears above the superior strait. The disposition to 
syncope, which is sometimes felt by women at about the fourth 
month, he calls quickening ; and declares it to be owing to the 
sudden escape of the uterus from restraint to liberty, by mount- 
ing above the brim of the pelvis, and there enjoying greater free- 
dom and repose. He will not admit that any motion of the child 
constitutes quickening; but that essentially depends upon the 
change of position of the uterus itself. He rejects the common 
and " ancient” explanation of quickening, for the following rea- 
sons: — * 

1st. “ The sensation of quickening, (by which he does not 
wish to be understood to mean any muscular action of the foetus,) 
Is not constant and universal ; some women never experience 
it, others with some of their children only. 

2d, It has a distinct character from any subsequent motion of 
the child ; no woman ever admits that it resembles, in the slightest 
degree, the struggles of the foetus. 

3d. This sensation is never repeated in the same pregnancy, 
which must happen if it arose from the motion of the child. 

4th. “ It is totally incomprehensible that any motion of which 
the foetus is capable, in the fourth month, should communicate 
feuch a sensation to the mother, as to produce deliquum animi.”f 
• The whole of these arguments go to declare, that when the 
uterus suddenly overcomes any restraint to its passage out of the 

* See Chapter on the Term of Utero-gestation, in System of Midwifery, by. the 
author. 

t We were much surprised to find this notion of ** quickening,” adopted by Mr. 
Morley, a late writer, “ upon the symptoms of pregnancy, &©.” We think it 
probable, that this gentleman will be induced to call things by their right names, 
when he has more experience to aid him. 
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brim of the pelvis, the woman is wont to feel faint; and he con- 
founds this feeling, (if it exist,) with the sensaiion which all wo- 
men, (as a general rule,) experience, after the foetus has acquired 
sufficient strength to make itself felt; and which increases in 
force, and is multiplied in frequency, as gestation advances; or, 
in other words, he calls the sensation created by the uterus sud- 
denly rising above the superior strait, quickening ; but declares 
it to be distinct from the motions of the foetus — In this I most 
fully agree; as I do not believe that the uterus is ever so sud- 
denly elevated into the abdomen, as to produce the sensation of 
faintness. J am, by no means, convinced of this sudden eleva- 
tion of the uterus, by the inquiries 1 have made of women, (who, 
one would suppose, were the best judges upon this subject.) My 
inquiries, however, have resulted in the establishment of the 
following facts: — 1st. That all women experience, some sooner, 
others later, the sensation, which they term quickening; 2d. In 
some, this feeling is accompanied by a disposition to faintness, or 
rather of sinking, as they express it; and this is experienced, in 
some few instances, whenever the motion of the child is repeated, 
until after the fifth month; 3d. That those who “ quicken” very 
early, are most obnoxious to this enfeebling sensation ; 4th. 
That, when the feeling of faintness comes on, they are certain 
it is always produced hy the motion of the child itself; 5th. 
That none have ever been sensible of any disposition to deliquum, 
but from the stirrings of the foetus. 

These facts are conclusive, that the sensation in question, is 
the result of the muscular agitations of the child; and that the 
explanation of u Medicos,’* is at variance with this opinion ; con- 
sequently, not calculated to explain the phenomenon. Besides, 
the circumstance mentioned by “ Medicos,” of the sudden erup- 
tion of the uterus from the pelvic cavity, has no existence ; and 
even if it were true, I do not see why this change of position is 
to be confounded w’ith the absolute stirrings of the foetus. If he 
can make out his position, that the uterus suddenly surmounts 
certain difficulties in its attempt to rise higher in the pelvis, and 
that this is accompanied by deliquum animi, it is well; but for 
the sake of precision, and of logic, do not let him confound it 
with quickening. 

Besides, there is a want of ingenuousness in the statement of 
facts by “Medicus;” for we are yet to discover, that any one 
has explained the term “quickening,” by saving it was owing 
“to life being suddenly imparted to the embryo,” — this would 
in itself be absurd, and contrary to all belief upon the subject; 
for I do not hazard much, when l say, that there is no one at 

E resent, nor perhaps ever has been, who supposed that the em- 
ryo did not possess life from the instant it obeyed the stimulus 
of the male semen for development; and for this plain and sitn- 
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pie reason ; that if it were not alive, it must be dead ; and if dead, 
it must be cast off by the womb, as an extraneous substance. 
There must be a period when the embryo is not sufficjgntly de- 
veloped, to move; another when this can be but feebly, and im- 
perfectly performed; and another, when it can move with suffi- 
cient force to give evidence of this increase of power; and this 
moment is instantly recognised by the mother, who then says, 
she has “ quickened and that this novel sensation should be ac- 
companied by novel effects, and even sometimes by syncope, is 
no way surprising. The older writers merely wished to be un- 
derstood, by the term quickening, that moment at which the em- 
bryo gave the4irst physical proof of life; and not the moment it 
received it. ' 

That an abatement of the severity of the symptoms of preg- 
nancy takes place about the period of “ quickening, ” I am well 
convinced; and that this takes place with greater certainty, when 
the uterus can repose itself upon the anterior portion of the pel- 
vis; yet I am unwilling to admit, that this change is owing to the 
sudden rising of the uterus above the brim of the pelvis, as is de- 
clared by “Medicus:” 1st. Because, I do not know that this has 
ever taken place as a natural arrangement; ancj 2d. Because if 
it did, it might create the unpleasant sensations agreed upon by 
“ Medicus.” 

To me the melioration of symptoms at this period, appears to 
depend- upon two circumstances mainly; 1st. Upon the uterus 
being enabled to repose upon the symphysis pubis and its neigh- 
bourhood; therefore, no longer liable to be depressed in the ca- 
vity of the pelvis, by the often repeated impulses of the abdomi- 
nal viscera. 2d. To the sensibility, and irritability of the uterus, 
being diminished, by the frequent repetitions of the child’s mo- 
tions; in this, obeying the law, which seems ta govern every 
other portion of the system as regards the operation of stimuli, by 
becoming less and less sensible to them, in proportion to the fre- 
quency of their application ; hence, parts pretty uniformly sympa- 
thizing with the uterus when impregnated, will cease to do so or 
will do so in a more moderate degree, as that viscus shall be itself 
less affected. 

From what has been said, it will be evident, that much diffi- 
culty exists in determining that condition of the female called 
M pregnancy.” We have endeavoured to show, that the “ rational 
signs” of this state are particularly liable to error; apd, there- 
fore, that where it becomes highly important to determine this 
point, they are not to be absolutely relied upon, however strongly 
they may be marked, or however numerously they may be com- 
bined. In the more early advancement of this process, even to 
the fourth month, the difficulty of arriving at entire certainty is 
acknowledged by all who have any experience upon this subjept ; 
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and, that U)e one so much relied upon by Baudelocque and many 
Other experienced accoucheurs, namely, the motion of the child, 
has latdy been looked upon as doubtlul by Mr. Morley. He says, 
it is possible for wmd or other intestinal motion to be mistaken for 
the motions of the child * * Now* this we declare to be impossi- 
ble to the: experienced accoucheur, who has been attentive to this 
part of the practice ; though we acknowledge it to be every way- 
probable, to the inattentive and inexperienced practitioner* Mr. 
Morley appears to have fallen into this mistake from *the opinion 
he has so inconsiderately adopted, of the cause, or rather the na- 
ture, of ** quickening ;” namely, the ascent of the uterus through 
the upper strait of the pelvis, instead of the motfon of the child, 
by the exercise of its muscular powers within the uterus, ds has 
already been noticed above. The accoucheur who has ever ex- 
perienced the stirrings of a foetus in utero, cannot mistake the 
movement of flatus for the motion of the child; therefore, after 
the fifth month, we think there can be little difficulty in distin- 
guishing the pregnant condition of the womb; but up to that time, 

i& constantly involved in much doubt. 

But fortunately at the present time, the uncertainty just spoken 
of appears to be removed, by the discovery of the heart’s motion, 
and the noise of the placental arteries, by means of the stetho- 
scope, by Keigaradic; and since verified by a number of practi- 
tioners,, especially by J. C. Furguson, A. M. M. B.,f and Dr. 
Kennedy.;!; Both these gentlemen find, that the double beat of 
the child’s heart can be distinctly heard through the uterine and 
abdominal parietes, and this as early as between the second and 
third months; and proportionably stronger, as gestation advances. 
The following rules for the use of the stethoscope appear to be 
very satisfactorily established 

First.. That'tbe instrument can be advantageously used, over 
the patient’s common clothes t but that it is better to have but 
a single covering over the abdomen, and the patient lying 
down. || 

Second. That in the early months, the instrument must Be ap- 
plied immediately above the pubes — and though the iliac arteries 
may give the “ bruit soufflet,” as. well as the uterine and placen- 


* Dr. Blundell informs us, that the motions of the child in utero can be by the 
designing so siinilated, as lo deceive those who have had a very enlarged ezperi* 
ence in midwifery: in proof of this, he informs us that a woman in London, de- 
ceived both the experienced lecturers, Lowder and Mackenzie, and they honestly 
confessed, thpy would have been imposed upon, hud they not ascertained, by an ex- 
amination per vaginam, that the uterus was empty. — Principles and Practice of 
Obstetricy, p. 156’ The case is referred to in page 169. 
f See Dublin M^d. Trans. Vm. It part 1, New Series, 
t See Dublin Hospital Reports, Vol. I. 

H Fodera recommeudp the application of the ear to the naked abdomen, when it 
c&H be done with propriety, as the sounds are then more distinct. 
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tary arteries, yet they can never resemble the double stroke of 
the heart ; nor can they be well heard, except in the groin ; where- 
as, the other may be heard over some extent of the abdomen; 
especially in the more advanced stages of pregnancy. 

Third. That the beat of the foetal heart, agreeably to Mr. Fur- 
guson, may be heard in almost every region of the abdomen. 

Fourth. That the beat of the foetal heart is not always heard in 
the same place to the same individual that is, it may be found at 
one point to-day, and at another to-morrow, owing, doubtless, 
to the change in the position of the fetus itself. 

Fifth. That the pulsations of the child's heart are often double 
that of the mother’s ; and its double beat is well and distinctly 
marked.* 

Sixth. That a fetal heart, not exceeding in size a hazel-nut, 
can be distinctly heard to beat by the stethoscope. 

The value of this discovery, in a medico-legal point of view, as 
well as oftentimes in the common routine of practice, need not 
be commented on. 

While on this subject, it may be well to mention, that Dr. Bec- 
caria thinks he has discovered a new symptom, by which preg- 
nancy in the early months is very certainly detected. This author 
thinks he has observed, in many instances, duririg several years’ 
practice, a painful pulsating sensation beset the woman*, in that 
portion of the skull "which Gall terms the organ of amativeness; 
this feeling is accompanied by giddiness upon the least motion of 
the head. Such females as feel this pain, are suddenly seized 
with it, and without premonition. It continues spme time, and is. 
followed by sleepiness, which being yielded to for a short time 
by the patient, she awakens free from pain, and with a great ap- 
petite. This pain returns daily, at about the same hour, for about 
eight days. It leaves the patient spontaneously, and without the 
aid of art.. Thjs symptom manifests itself without being accom- 
panied with the usual signs of pregnancy* and erithout the woman 
suspecting herself to be in this situation.— (See Amer. Jour, of 
Med. Sci. for May, 1831.) 

* Mr. Furguson found, in one instance, the beats of the mother’s heart 80, and 
that of the fame 136. In another, mothers 90, foetus 130. Ia^nother, til® .mother's 
were 1,00, and. the foetus's bat 28^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 


OP THE GENERAL CONDITION OP THE SYSTEM, AND THE EFFECTS OF 
CERTAIN REMEDIES UPON IT DURING PREGNANCY. 

Dr. Denman seems rather unwilling to call the various affec- 
tions to which the female is liable from impregnation, diseases. 
He says, “ The state of pregnancy is an altered, but cannot with 
propriety be called a morbid state.” We are of opinion, that 
pregnancy is not necessarily a disease, but that the impregnated 
'Uterus very frequently induces it in other organs of the body, from, 
a strong sympathetic influence, though it may be free, from dis- 
ease itself. 

The uterus being occupied with the rudiments of a new being, 
agreeably to the arrangement of nature, cannot properly be said 
to be in a morbid condition : on the contrary, it is essential to the 
object of this condiiion, that it preserve almost inviolate its health* 
ful integrity. For if the uterus become diseased, in the strict- 
meaning of the word, the intentions of this condition, will, almost 
to a certainty, be frustrated. It therefore has a decided power 
over other parts, by exciting them to diseased, or at least de-. 
ranged action, while it preserves itself in the most healthful state. 
Indeed, the healthful slate of this, organ, seems, necessary to the 
power it has, of calling other parts into sympathy. 

This is abundantly proved, by the fact, that the process of ges- 
tation goes on, as a general rule, best, when certain, or what are 
termed the rational signs of pregnancy, are present, and even in 
full force : such a§ nausea, vomiting, salivation, heartburn, swel- 
ling of the breasts, &c. &c., and, consequently, proving pregnancy 
to be a healthful condition. This is a fact almost universally ad- 
mitted by the writers upon the subject of midwifery* “ It is a* 
popular observation,” says Dr. Denman, ** confirmed by expe- 
rience, that those women are less subject to abortion, and inti- 
mately fare bettor, who have such symptoms as generally attend 
pregnancy, than those who are exempt from them,' 1 p. 325. 

Is it not then certain, that the uterus is in the best health, 
when it excites the various parta concerned in the affections just 
enumerated? and when it does not move them to sympathy as 
above stated, that it is performing its* functions less healthily: 
since it may be excited to action, and very often is, in the ab- 
sence of these symptoms^ to abortion ? : For habitual aborters, are 
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very rarely attacked with the more common affections belonging 
to pregnancy.* 

The uterus, when impregnated, produces commotions in vari- 
ous degrees, in other portions of the system, while it preserves 
itself in the most healthy condition, as if these various sympathies 
were intended to divert all evil from it, that the great object of 
nature, (the propagation of the species,) should not be circum- 
vented with too much facility. Very frequently, in civilized life, 
and not uncommonly in savage life, the “ breeding symptoms” 
are very often called forth; now, it is not reasonable to suppose 
that all the severe sufferings to which the pregnant woman is 
subjected, can be idly instituted, without a physical end, or a 
moral purpose! It cannot be that the severe privations, and the 
absolute evils of gestation, should have been intended as an afflic- 
tion without an object! 

The sympathies called forth by pregnancy, though they are, 
strictly speaking, but chains of morbid actions, so far as the parts 
immediately affected are concerned, yet they are not, like most 
morbid actions, called forth by a morbid cause; and we must still 
insist, that pregnancy, abstractly considered, is not a disease. 
For we have already shown, that the uterus, the part most im- 
mediately and extensively concerned in the process of gestation, 
must preserve its healthy powers, that this function shall not 
cease. It is, therefore, unlike any other process in the human 
body; for it seems to provoke disease in other parts, in order to 
preserve the perfection, of its own operations. 

The disturbances arising from impregnation have the tendency 
to prevent plethora, or to divert excitement. And these objects 
am chiefly effected through the agency of the stomach, the part 
most generally subjected to this kind of vassalage. Hence, nau- 
sea, vomiting, loss of appetite, disgust, or loathings, or longing 
for certain unnutritious substances, &c. These affections are in- 
stituted, that the quantity of circulating fluids 4 may be lessened, 
and excitement diverted ; and thus prevent the evils so sure to 
attend that condition of the system, called plethora. Now, if the 
Subjects be closely examined, it will pretty generally be found, 
that the sympathetic affections are violent, in proportion to the 
necessity of subduing this state of fulness, or uterine excitement. 

We may be told* that many women “ breed” without any, or 
but very few of the affections which xominonly attend preg- 
nancy. This is admitted; but in such cases there is, perhaps, 
no necessity for instituting this subduing process; as there may 
be little or no tendency to the fulness spoken of. 

* It must, however, be admitted, that there are exceptions to this rule, we have 
seen several instances of extreme sickness of stomach, vomiting, dtc., attend, when 
the patients have aborted, and this repeatedly. 
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Generally, the women who are exempt from this common 
penalty, are those who possess great physical powers, and are in 
the fyabit of constantly employing them. In these cases, the same 
end is answered by another means. The excitability of the sys- 
tem is expended by the regular application of the stimulus of 
exercise; and r consequently, that state of irritability of the mus- 
cular and vascular systems, so injurious at this period, is pre- 
vented. Besides, people who employ tfyeir physical powers in 
useful exertion, have few provocatives, save that of regular ex- 
ercise and regular rest, to produce appetite ; no artificial condi- 
tion of the stomach is created ; they satisfy their cravings by a 
simple but nutritious diet; and no more blood is formed, than is 
sufficient for the exigencies of the system. ^ 

In these cases, also, the irritability of the uterus never becomes 
so excessive, as where the contrary life is led. For the uterus, 
being a muscle, participates, like the other muscles of the body, 
in the general benefit derived from healthful and regular occupa- 
tion and exercise. The nervous system has less mobility, for 
the same reason ; of course, the uterus will be less disposed to be 
thrown into contraction, by the application of either physical or 
mental stimuli; consequently, there will be less disposition to 
abortion. 

With those who lead indolent lives, and who feed luxuriously, 
the case is very different. In such, more blood will be made, 
than can advantageously be employed ; consequently, there will 
be "plethora” — and not only plethora, but augmented irritability ; 
and therefore, a liability on the part of the uterus to be thrown 
into contraction, by smaller causes, sometimes, than ordinary. 

Now, should such females not be visited by the common affec- 
tions of gestation, the liability to abortion will be increased in 
proportion to the disposition of the system to become plethoric. 
Hence, the truth of the remark, that " those women are less 
subject to abortion, and ultimately fare better, who have such 
symptoms as generally attend pregnancy, than such as are exempt 
from them.” 

We know a lady that is easily provoked to abortion, who can 
tell soon after the stopping of her catamenia, whether she will 
carry her child or not, by the state of her stomach. If she have 
no morning sickness, vomiting, loss of appetite, or disgust, she 
is certain to abort. She has now acquired sufficient knowledge 
of herself to prevent this accident ; and whenever she faithfully 
acts up to the dictates of her reason and experience, she is sure 
to carry her child safely. 

"If after the interruption of her menses, he do not become af- 
fected with the common consequences of impregnation, she in- 
stantly reduces the ordinary quantity and quality of her food ; 
drinks nothing but water ; keeps her bowels soluble ; and some- 
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times but not always, loses a little blood ; (but this, never with- 
out the advice of her physician ;) uses very little exercise, lest 
she produce fatigue; in a word so conducts her regimen as to 
very much reduce, if not entirely prevent, plethora ; and she so 
manages her physical exertions as not to convert them into un- 
usual stimuli to her nervous and muscular systems. 

But, at other times, when she becomes pregnant, and has the 
ordinary accompanying signs, she takes no extraordinary trouble 
to regulate the condition of her system, as she finds they are al- 
most always sufficient to subdue the tendency to plethora. But 
should she feel headach, or other marks of fulness, she loses a 
little blood, or eats less. 

During pregnancy, the system is in a state of constant stimula- 
tion from this very cause. First, there is the stimulus of disten- 
tion constantly operating, from the first six weeks to the full pe- 
riod of utero-gestation. This is the most obvious in the first few 
months; and, for this reason, the uterus yields with more reluc- 
tance at this, than at any subsequent period, either from its own 
specific density, or from the smallness, as well as feebleness, of 
the distending cause within. # Hence, in the first few months of 
pregnancy, the sympathetic affections are more violent than at 
the after periods. 2d. Joined to the stimulus of distention, is 
that disturbance which is, and must be, consequent upon the 
change of position of all the abdominal viscera, and which is 
sometimes very considerable. (See section on the pain in the 
right side of pregnant women.) 3d. The constant, though not 
uniform pressure upon the intestines, both above the fundus, and 
below its posterior and lateral portions, giving rise sometimes 
to many unpleasant symptoms ; such as cramping pains, from the 
unequal distention of the bowels; constipation; diarrhoea; &c.f 

* So reluctantly docs the uterus yield at this period, sometimes, that much in. 
convenience is experienced on the part of the patient, from severe alternating pains 
in this part, which are tranquillized with difficulty, by blood-letting, opium, &c. 
At other times, it absolutely refuses to yield farther than a certain point; con- 
tractions are excited, and the ovum eventually expelled — this is one of the causes 
of abortion. 

t 44 There is every reason to believe that the uterus, and, therefore, its cavity, is 
not enlarged solely by the distending power of the ovum; os, in cases of extra-ute. 
rinc pregnancies, it has been known to be much larger than in the natural state, 
and to be lined with the decidua.**— Review of Dcwccs on Females. N. Amcr. 
Med. &, Surg. Jour. Vol. III. p. 302. 

In reply to the above critic, it is but necessary to observe that I have no where 
asserted that the increase of the uterus was owing solely to the distending power of 
the ovum. I have only declared that the uterine cavity was enlarged by the ovum ; 
and that it is, in every way, evident, as the most perlect relation between them is 
constantly established, after a certain period of pregnancy. Now, if the ovum do 
not make room for itself, it must be evident some other power must exist for this 
purpose. Can any other power be pointed out? Is it not clear, to demonstration, 
that the ovuin is the agent, when, if this be broken, and the liquor amnii dis- 
charged, that the uterine parietes contract to the altered size of the ovum ? No, 
says the reviewer; for u tho uterus is found to be much larger than in the natural 
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The combination of these causes, keeps the system in a state of. 
constant excitement; the pulse is, therefore, almpst always acce- 
lerated. The nervous system directly, and the arterial indirectly, 
are always found to bear stimuli ill. Hence, in their exhibition 
at such periods, there is much caution necessary. 

The young practitioner should never lose sight of the im- 
portant fact just mentioned, if he expect to be successful in the 
treatment of the diseases of the female, at such periods. We have 
known many errors committed for want of due attention to this 
state of the female system : some of greater, snd others of minor 
importance ; but all errors of this kind should be avoided with 
great care. 

To show the susceptibility of the system to stimuli at this pe- 
riod, in some cases, we will relate one instance of many of a simi- 
lar kind, which have fallen within our own knowledge. Mrs. 
— , pregnant with her sixth child, and at the eighth month com- 

plete of utero-gestation, complained suddenly of sickness, accom- 


gtate, in oases of extra uterine pregnancies.” Can the reviewer bring any case of 
extra-uterine pregnancy, where the uterine easily was found of a size equal to that 
at which it would have arrived, had the pregnancy been a uterine one? We are 
sure he cannot. 

That the uterus becomes larger in cases of extra*uterine conceptions, wc admit 
without hesitation; for, in such cases, b ood is sent to its panetes, and the decidua 
is formed, as in a natural pregnancy; and hence its enlargement in such cases. 
But this proves no m«»re than is here set down; namely, that the uterus is larger 
than in its natural state; and this is all that has ever b« en asserted by the relatofs 
of such cases. Let us now ash, docs this prove any thing contrary to what I have 
declared upon thia point? AH that has been aaid upon the distention of the ute- 
rus, therefore, remains uncontradicted; for 1 have never advanced that the increase 
of thia organ from gestation was solely owing to the ovum. On the contrary, I 
have maintained the influence of the increased quantity of blood, and the con- 
sequent augmentation of the vessels in the proper substance of the uterus, as con- 
tributing materially to its enlargem nt; and to these two causes do I still attribute 
the enlargement of the uterus in a natural or healthy pregnancy. 

The reviewer farther declares, “ it is not correct to assert that the greater suffer- 
ings of the woman, in the earlier periods, depend upon the stimulus of distention 
being greater at that time; as. in some individuals, these sympathetic affections 
appear before we have any proofs of the ovum having reached the uterine cavi- 
ty.” — lb. To this logic we would only answer, that, if there be “ no proofs of the 
ovum having reached the uterine cavity,” there can certainly be nono that it has 
not; and, consequently, we have as inuc . right to the positive assumption, were it 
in any way important to onr views, as the reviewer has to the negative. But this 
is of Httle consequence. We believe we are borne oui by all physiologists, when 
we assert that later than thirty days has never been fixed for the ovum to gain 
possession of the uterine cavity; and we believe that all observation confirms the 
declaration, that sooner than this, the rational signs of pregnancy never appear ; 
indeed, six weeks is very early for these symptoms to manifest themselves. Nor 
is it of any kind of consequence to the subject in question, whether the distention 
of the uterine cavity be effected by thq ovum, or by any other agency, since the 
reviewer himself admits that the uterus increases, even in extra uterine concep- 
tions. The ovum, however, must always be regarded as infinitely the most com- 
mon cause, and was consequently chosen to illustrate the principle contended for. 
And we may add, that when the signs of pregnancy appear earlier than is here 
stated, they are the exceptions to this rule. 
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E arned by a distressing sensation of the stomach ; she was acfvised 
y a young practitioner of medicine, who happened to be present, 
to take a little pretty strong brandy and water; which he accord- 
ingly prepared, and gave to her. 

She had not swallowed the mixture more than fifteen minutes, 
before she felt the distressing sensation increase, though the nau- 
sea was abated; at the same time she experienced a confusion, 
and severe pain in the head, which seemed more concentrated in 
the forehead, immediately above the eyes; a dimness, or rather 
a temporary loss of sight, with strong twitchings in the muscles 
of the arms and legs. 

The physician, as well as the family, became alarmed lest this 
should eventuate in a “fit;” and we were requested to see the 
lady immediately. When we visited her, she was labouring un- 
der the above named symptoms, and which had been gradually 
increasing from the beginning of the attack. 

We found her with an accelerated pulse; a flushed face, and 
considerable confusion of intellect. The remedy, in such a case, 
could not be mistaken. Her arm was immediately tied up, and 
blood abstracted, until her head and senses were perfectly re- 
lieved : it did not, however, require more than fourteen or fifteen 
ounces of blood to effect this. She had no return of any unplea- 
sant symptom after that evening. 

So much does pregnancy modify the affections of the system, 
that even the sensations called nervous, can rarely be relieved by 
the usual remedies, however successful they may have been with 
the same patient at other times ; but under different circumstances. 
The common symptoms by which hysteria shows itself, such as 
palpitation of the heart; a sense of suffocation; difficulty of swal- 
lowing, &c., can rarely be controlled by the common remedies, 
unless they are anticipated by a bleeding of a greater or less ex- 
tent. This should be borne in mind; for success will not follow 
the use of remedies, without attention be paid to it. 

But the susceptibility of the system to stimuli during preg- 
nancy, is more evident when the woman is attacked with an 
acute disease; such as fever. To relieve her, at this time, is 
found more difficult always, than at any other; for the system is 
now so susceptible, so disposed from the circumstances of preg- 
nancy to maintain morbid action, that remedies of the most ap- 
propriate kind, succeed with difficulty. And if it be attempted 
to accelerate convalescence by tonics, even of the mildest sort, 
they are almost sure to disappoint the practitioner, if they should 
not even recall the disease. 

Nothing, perhaps, shows the difficulty of employing tonics 
during pregnancy, more than the want of success of the Peruvian 
bark in intermittents. In substance, we scarcely ever succeed 
in arresting the paroxvsms, as we might calculate to do in ordi- 
16 
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nary cases* unless its exhibition has been succeeded by very 
ample depletion. We have seen a number of instances where 
an intermittent has been quickly converted into a remittent, by 
the exhibition of the bark. Indeed, it is hardly ever safe to trust 
it, even after very liberal evacuations. The sulphate of quinine, 
however, is less objectionable, or less treacherous. 

In a word, we rarely use tonics of the more powerful kind, in 
the convalescence, of females, after acute diseases, when compli- 
cated by pregnancy, especially in the earlier months. After the 
fifth month, up to the full period, the system is less irritable. 
For soon after quickening, almost all the sympathetic affections 
begin to moderate ; and sometimes, nay, very often, cease alto- 
gether. 

This.it is probable, is owing to the following causes: — 1st. 
From the uterus now making greater demands upon the system 
at large for blood ; from the increased size of itself and foetus; 
and, consequently, relieving, in a degree, the state of plethora. 
2d. By the system having become more familiar to the peculiar 
stimulus of pregnancy, from its long continuance. 3d. To less 
* irritation being experienced by the greater disposition of this 
organ to be distended. For, after the fifth month, the resistance 
of the fundus and body is less; 1st. From its increase' of vascu- 
larity; and, secondly, from the ovum augmenting in power. 
Hence the melioration of symptoms after the fifth month. We 
will now consider the effects of certain remedies during gestar- 
tfon. 

+ 

Is/. Qf Bleeding during Pregnancy. 

From what we have said, it follows that the female constitu- 
tion, during pregnancy, has great susceptibilities, and even pecu- 
liarities, which are highly important to be known and regarded, 
especially when prescribing for an acute disease. The process 
of sanguification is much more rapid during this period ; as all 
the functions of the body are more quickly performed. Hence, 
at this time, they bear so well the loss of blood ; hence, the more 
frequent necessity of abstracting it; and hence the difficulty of 
overcoming the morbid actions of the system at such times. 

There is, very often, much clamour raised against this opera* 
tion: the depletion of the pregnant woman. This is sometimes 
so great as to render it extremely difficult to subdue their dis- 
eases.* This prejudice, for so it truly is, is founded upon false 
views of the functions of the uterus, and the economy of the foetus, 

♦ The yoong or inexperienced practitioner moat not be betrayed into over bleed- 
ing in cases of pregnancy, by the stay appearance of the blood*: (or such is the 
indomitable nature of the blood vessels, that the blood would appear sUy to the 
laet drop in the body. 
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during the period' of ufero-gestation. It is imagined, that every 
ounce of blood the mother loses deprives the foetus of a certain 
portjpn of it ; consequently, that we should be very sparing of 
thifrmiid, that we may not rob the foetus of its due quantity of 
nourishment. On this account, the clamour of friends frequently 
arrests the lancet, when its employment is most essential to the 
welfare of the mother. 

There are few mistakes of greater magnitude than the one just 
noticed ; and, though founded in error, it has, nevertheless, often 
prevented, or very much interfered with the free and unbiassed 
practice of medicine. It very often causes the young practi- 
tioner to abahdoiksome of the best established principles in the 

E ractice. of his ■HT’ namely, 1st, that women bear the loss of 
food better, when pregnant, than at any other period; and 2dly, 
{hat all the acute diseases by which they may be attacked re- 
quire a more extensive use of the lancet. If, then, the interfe- 
rence of friends interrupt the free exercise' of the judgment, the 
practitioner is reduced to the office of a nurse; for it is not he 
who prescribes, but the friends of the patient ; while all the re- 
sponsibility rests upon his shoulders. We have known much 
mischief produced by yielding to these mistaken views of the 
animal economy, at this time. 

It should be recollected, that the circulation through the uterus, 
has most wisely been rendered almost independent of the contin- 
gent condition of the general circulation of the system ; and that 
no one viscus in the body is so little influenced by changes in 
this important function, as this organ, during the whole period of 
utero-gestation. The uterus contrives, if we may use the expres- 
sion, to make its demands upon the general mass always success- 
fully; or, at least, so long as there is any thing to ask for ; hence, 
when almost every other organ is but sparingly supplied, we find 
the uterus abundantly furnished. Who, in tne practice of mid- 
wifery, has nqt seen a fully developed fcetus yielded by a mother 
in the last sto|frof a wasting disease, like phthisis pulmonalis, 
and where thequentity of circulating fluids was extremely dimi- 
nished ? 

Is it to be supposed, then, in such, and in similar cases, that 
this could have happened, had the uterus had no more than a 
common participation in the distribution of the blood ? Certainly 
hot; since the quantity in every other portion of the body was 
reduced, by being deprived of part of their usual supplies. But 
it may be said that the uterus, in this respect,* only enjoys the 
property of amassing supplies, in common with other viscera; let 
this be so; it is not a part of our present purpose to inquire into 
H t all that we insist on at this moment is, that the uterus abso- 
lutely possesses this power. 


Digitized by t^ooQie 



184 


OP PURGING DURING PREGNANCY. 


We may be told that the foetus is by no means so secure as is 
represented, when the mother suffers considerable losses of blood; 
and they will attempt to illustrate this, by showing that the child 
often perishes from uterine hemorrhages. This is true; but 
it does not interfere with our remark ; for we have not said 
that the uterus cannot be exhausted of blood, if blood be taken 
directly from it, as in floodings: we have only declared, that 
when this fluid is drawn from the general system, as in bleedings 
performed for the relief of disease, that very large quantities 
might be abstracted, without making the uterus give up any por- 
tion of what it absolutely possesses; and this is strictly true. 
But, on the other hand, it must not be supposed that pregnancy, 
merely as such, requires blood-letting. This error is as great as 
the one we have just attempted to remove; for we make it a con- 
stant rule in practice to discountenance blood-letting, unless there 
exist some inconvenience or disease to demand it. 


2d. Of Purging during Pregnancy . 

The pregnant woman does not bear purging so well as one 
who is not so : or rather, if this operation be carried very far, 
there is a risk of producing abortion, owing to the strong consent 
between the uterus and rectum. Hence, the occurrence some- 
times of this accident, from a profuse diarrhea, or a violent 
dysentery. Therefore, some caution is required, in treating the 
diseases of pregnant females by purging ; for if carried to a great 
extent, it may do mischief. But let us be understood exactly on 
this head, lest we deprive females of the advantages of this re- 
medy, in the acute forms of disease. We mean that a pregnant 
woman would not bear, with safety, as much purging, as if she 
were not pregnant; yet she bears it with advantage, when car- 
ried to a considerable extent, especially if tenesmus be not ex- 
cited, either by the quality of the drug employed, or by the acci- 
dental severity of the operation of a medicine* otherwise gene- 
rally eligible. In a word, we believe that a pregnant woman will 
bear, without risk, any common or necessary degree of purging, 
unless she be prone to abortion- 

We should suggest caution in the choice of purgative medi- 
cines, rather than forbid the employment of this evacuation, as a 
remedy; for, with the pregnant woman, much depends upon the 
selection. All such as act with great force upon the bowels, 
should be avoided ; such, for instance, as are classed among the 
drastic purgatives, as scammony, gamboge, colocyntb, aloes, 
&c. ; because each of these produces, during its operation, great 
irritation in the rectum, and very frequently excites tenesmus. 
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It is this peculiar irritation which renders any cathartic unsafe 
that might produce it; no matter to what class of cathartics it 
may belong; for, if castor oil, magnesia, or any other mild ca- 
thartic were to produce this effect, it would be as equally improper, 
as any of the drugs prescribed above. 

Hence we see abortion frequently occur from dysentery ; and 
but very rarely from diarrhoea, however profuse. Cases of habi- 
tual abortion, which are preceded by severe diarrhoea, might be 
considered as exceptions to this rule; but this is, perhaps, more 
specious than just. For in all the instances which we have wit- 
nessed of this kind of diarrhoea, there was more or less tenesmus 
accompanying it; and it is with us a doubtful point, whether this 
diarrhoea is not, in such cases, a concomitant, rather than a 
cause. For there is no fact better established, than that there 
exists a strong sympathy between the uterus, (and, perhaps, the 
mouth of this organ particularly,) and the rectum. We witness 
this oftentimes in the commencement of labour; during its pro- 
gress ; or towards its termination. 

We have more than one patient, whose labours always com- 
mence with diarrhoea; that is, so soon as the os uteri is stimu- 
lated to dilatation, the bowels yield. Now, in abortion, there 
must always exist some irritation at the os uteri, or it would not 
yield to the impulses of the fundus and body of this organ, for 
it is by no means a mechanical operation. And so soon as this 
nisus is perceived, (for the uterus prematurely throwing off its 
contents, is a kind of tenesmus of this organ,) the rectum sym- 
pathizes with the uterus, and a diarrhoea, with tenesmus, is pro- 
duced. 

If this be objected to, by saying, that abortion is sometimes 
prevented by the application of opium to the rectum, thereby 
removing the disease, or quieting the irritation which invited the 
action of the uterus; we would answer, there is not the smallest 

proof from this circumstance ; since the sympathy between these 
parts is reciprocal ; and, consequently, when a remedy is applied to 
the one, it will influence the other. In proof of this, how often 
do we successfully apply remedies to the rectum, when we mean 
its effect shall be felt by the uterus atone ! 

We believe, then, it is not so much the frequency of the dis- 
charges from the bowels produced by the operation of purgative 
medicine that does the mischief in pregnancy, as the peculiar, 
and oftentimes severe irritation it produces in the rectum. 

3 d. Of Emetics During Pregnancy . , 

Emetics should be given sparingly to pregnant women : they 

16 * ' 
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are rarely eligible after the fifth month, and should only be con- 
sidered as remedies of necessity. Towards the last months of 
pregnancy, their operation is properly, or freely evacuating the 
Stomach, is oftentimes uncertain, as this organ can be very little 
aided in its efforts, by the other powers concerned in this ope- 
ration; and from the abdominal muscles being very much upon 
the stretch, much pain is experienced in their contractions during 
the efforts to vomit, followed, sometimes, by severe cramping 
pains. . 

We have known severe and permanent pain, produced by the 
exhibition of an emetic at the latter period of utero-gestation, and 
from which the patient was not entirely relieved, until the termi- 
nation of her labour.. 

In the early months, nature oftentimes establishes this process 
for wise purposes; but even then, the action of the stomach ig 
rather frequently, than violently excited"; and it may generally be 
said, there is more nausea than vomiting. But, even in the early 
periods, emetics are to be used with caution; and when deter- 
mined on, the ipecacuanha should be made choice 


4th. Of Blitters during Pregnancy . 

Blisters are to be used with great caution with pregnant wo* 
men : owing to the great excitability of their systems* they pro- 
duce a great deal of pain during their operation ; and this is not 
always followed by benefit.. 

During pregnancy, blisters are much more apt to produce 
strangury than at other times; and when this occurs it is almost 
sure to be followed by the most distressing and untoward symp- 
toms. We have seen entire retention of urine follow their use; 
which has been only relieved by the catheter; and attended with 
such distressing inclination, and violence of effort* as to be only 
surpassed by toe pains of labour* Bloody urine Hias sometimes 
followed the use of a blister; and a discharge of mucus from the 
internal face of the bladder, has continued for a long time after. 
It is true, these are extreme cases; but they, nevertheless occur* 
and should, therefore, suggest a great deal of caution in their em- 
ployment, especially in the more advanced periods of gestation* 
We think we have seen two instances ef premature labour from 

* A practitioner was called, about (wo years since, to a lady of roy acquaint, 
anoe, who was in her last month of pregnancy. Be said she was very biliotu, 
and must take an emetic. This he gave her, and it vomited her so severely as to 
indace the action of the uterus, which did not cease 'until premature labour took 
place, and finally delivery was the consequence; both mother and child had nearly 
fallen a sacrifice to this mischievous proceeding. 
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the action of blisters ; yet, we must acknowledge, they have been 
advantageously employed to prevent abortion.* 


CHAPTER X. 

ON SOME OF THE DISORDERS OF PRESNANCY. 

Every experienced accoucheur is aware, and it is highly im- 
portant to the young practitioner to be informed, that the prq# 
nant state imposes a peculiar character upon many common 
affections of the system ; and that it gives rise to a morbid condi- 
tion of some particular organs* certainly during a part, and some* 
times during the whole term, of its continuance. 

We shall endeavour to point out, in what follows under this 
head, the peculiarities just spoken of; together with the particu- 
lar plan or modification of treatment in each of these affections, 
that the state of conception requires ; for it is essential to success- 
ful practice, that the changes effected in the nervous and sangui- 
ferous systems from this cause, be well understood. We shall, 
therefore, treat of the most common, as well as of the most im- 
portant of these diseases, as modified by, or originating from, 
the gravid state of the uterus. We have already pointed out the 
restrictions and precautions, that certain therapeutical agents, 
require, under the -circumstances now contemplated. 


Sect, h — On the Febrile Condition of the System during 
Pregnancy . 

From what has just been said, it would appear, that the sys- 
tem of the pregnant woman is almost always labouring under a 
degree of excitement not common to it at other periods; and, 
consequently, that it will ill bear stimuli. . But this acceleration 
of pulse, and susceptibility to stimuli, must not be looked upon 
as a state of absolute disease, when nothing more attends; it 
should only be regarded as a state, which may be easily ope- 
rated on by morbid or other agents, and hence the proneness of 
the system to fever, from even slight causes. 

* We would by no means constantly employ blisters to prevent abortion, but 
would suggest the propriety of their trial in cases where every thing else had been 
tried in rain; they have been useful in suoh cases. I suggested their employment 
Ipog ago, in Rees 1 Cyclopedia, article Abortion, 
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Dr. Denman conjectures, from the universality of this febrile 
disposition, that “ when duly regulated, it is probably intended 
to answer some important purpose to the child.” He thinks 
there is something like proof, “ by the blood of the pregnantjgOT' 
man, which, independently of disease, is always found to4|jjjpb 
what is called a sizy appearance, though of a peculiar kind, and 
evidently very different from that which is observed in cases of 
iqj^mmalion, and which may be considered as a consequence of 
sortie new and specific action,” p. 233. 

It is a fact notorious to almost every body, that the blood 
drawn from a pregnant women, exhibits an appearance very 
different frontline blood of a healthy woman who is not preg- 
nant. This difference in the aspect of the bfaogLiin the pregnant 
woman, depends upon a separation of the rei^Iobules from the 
coagulating lymph; while no such change is 'Observed in the 
other. Dr. Denman declares this toJ>e “ evidently very different 
from that which is observed in cases of inflammation.” This is 
by no means so evident to us — the white, or rather yellowish 
ooat, observed upon the surface of both these bloods, unquestion- 
ably consists of the same material, namely, the coagulating 
lymph. The difference which he declares to be so evident, un- 
fortunately, he has not pointed out; and it certainly remains to 
be proved, that this coat, in both instances, is not owing to 
alteration produced by the same agency; namely, by that pecu^ 
Kar arterial action attending on both pregnancy and inflamma- 
tion. 

Mr. Hewson first taught us, that when this coat appeared On 
the surface of drawn blood, it was owing to the thinning of the 
serous parts of this fluid, which enabled the colouring matter, 
and other denser parts of it, to separate, and precipitate them- 
selves to the bottom of the vessel. That the density of this 
“coal” may differ in two instances, we have no objection to ad- 
mit, since this will not prove, that both are not one and the same 
thing; namely, the coagulating lymph. Besides, to our view, the 
cause of this peculiarity appears so analogous in both instances, 
that we do not hesitate to admit them to be the same ; namely, an 
increased arterial action, which we call inflammatory, for want 
of a more definite term. 

We have already said that this condition of the arterial sys- 
tem is so g^eneral, as almost to force us to the belief, that some 
specific object is attained by it — but what this condition is, can 
at present only be conjectured. 

„Dr. Denman supposes it may contribute to some good to the 
child; but how this is effected, he has not informed us. We will, 
therefore, offer a conjecture upon this subject; It seems now 
P re tty generally admitted, that the foetus in utero is not nourished 
by blood furnished directly by the mother; that is, there are no 
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continuous vessels from mother to child; consequently, the com- 
munication between the two must be indirect. 

The most probable manner in which this indirect mode is car- 
ried on, is that of Schreger, as published in his dissertation “ De- 
Functione Placentae Uterinsa.” 

He says, that “ the uterine vessels pour nothing but serous 
fluids into the spongy tissue of the placenta ; and that the uterine 
portion of this mass is not as high-coloured as its corresponding, 
or foetal portion. And that the blood which circulates in the 
uterine vessels of the mother is already too highly charged with 
carbon and other heterogeneous matters, to serve as nourish- 
ment for the foetus; it therefore only exhales its serous part, 
which is purer and more highly oxygenated Agreeably to 
Schreger, then, the placenta performs, as regards the foetus, the 
office of a lung, in which the blood is revived, and becomes bet- 
ter fitted for nourishing the foetus, and the purposes of life. 

He also has a new theory for the uses of the umbilical vein. 
He says, “ The serous fluid thrown out by the uterine arteries 
into the maternal portion of the placenta, is absorbed by a set of 
lymphatics which carry it along the umbilical cord to the thora- 
cic duct; from thence to the left subclavian vein; the superior 
cava; the heart; and from thence to the aorta, by means of the 
arterial canal. From this artery, after being mixed with the 
blood and hematose by the action of the vessels through which it 
has passed, it is carried to the umbilical arteries which return it 
to the placenta. When it has arrived here, it is not poured into 
the cellules to be returned to the mother, but passes into the um- 
bilical veins, whose radicles accompany those of the umbilical ar- 
tery. Nevertheless, the lateral pores of these arteries deposite 
the fluid which the foetus could not elaborate, or w T hich requires 
to be again submitted to the action of these organs, before it can 
serve as nourishment.” 

This highly probable and ingenious theory, would lead us to 
conjecture that the excitement in the arterial system so invaria- 
bly produced by pregnancy, is intended to have the blood more 
highly oxygenated, and, at the same time, from its increase of 
fluidity, to permit the lymph and serum more easily to be sepa- 
rated from the other portions of the blood in the maternal portion 
of the placenta, and by this means convey an additional quantity 
of oxygen for the purposes of the foetus. The vermilion colour of 
the blood shows it is highly charged with this substance. 

May we not in this way account for the foetus in utero being 
so well sustained, while the mother is lingering in the last stage 
of phthisis pulmonalis? And on the other hand explain the fre- 
quency of abortion and premature delivery, in almost all the cases 
of small-pox, measles, scarlet fever, &c., where the sanguineous 
system is tending to typhoid action? And also in other cases 
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not of the exanthematous kind, where this typhoid disposition 
prevails! So also in puerperal convulsions, where the parox- 
ysms almost suspend respiration. 

This excited state of the sanguiferous system, must not always 
be looked upon as bespeaking a morbid condition of it ; for were 
this always to be rigorously enforced and acted upon, much mis- 
chief might be done; for, as it is, women frequently suffer from 
the injudicious use of the lancet, or the too frequent employment 
of cathartics. It should be considered only as a disease, when a 
mischievous tendency is perceived, by the formation of fever; or 
in local determinations, giving rise to pain or other inconvenience, 
as headach, giddiness, imperfect vision, difficulty of breathing, 
pain in the side which is augmented by breathing, a full bouna- 
ing pulse, and a hot dry skin, and especially, if these exacerbate, 
either in the evening or in the morning. When either of these 
conditions happens, the system calls for remedies. 

A few ounces of blood abstracted from the arm ; a vegetable 
diet; and keeping the bowels open by any of the mild purgatives, 
will be found sufficient for the immediate removal of this state 
of the system. ^ If acidity prevail, magnesia will be the best pur- 
gative we can employ; if there be no acidity, pills of rhubarb; 
castor oil? Seidlitz powders; sulphate of magnesia; or flower of 
sulphur, will be found best. All stimulating substances should 
be carefully refrained from ; every kind of liquor should be pro- 
hibited — water alone should be the drink. 

All fatigue should be avoided ; crowded or heated rooms should 
be shunned; and all undue exercise, under the pretence of “ wear- 
ing off the fever, ” should be forbidden. 

Dr. Denman re a strong advocate for exercise during pregnancy, 
and cites, as instances of its usefulness, the lower class of people, 
who are obliged to take much of it. We are always unwilling 
to differ with this gentleman, though oftentimes obliged to do so, 
as he furnishes so many opinions from which we cannot but dis- 
sent. The case before us is one of many, on which our experi- 
ence will not permit us to do otherwise than to diflbr. . For we 
have always found, that those women whose habit9 of life did 
not, from their infancy, oblige them to be much upon their feet, 
were always injured by using much exercise, because it was 
thought •* useful to their situation.” Besides, we are very far 
from thinking that the lower class of women hear the conse- 
quence of pregnancy, the fatigues of labour, and the contingen- 
cies of the puerperal state, better than women in the higher 
walks of life. 

In this country, we can declare with much certainty, that a 
much larger proportion of the labours of those who are in the 
humbler conditions of life, have an unfavourable termination, 
than the same number of labours among the females in the higher 
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ranks of society. Besides, all analogy is against it, as the Doctor 
himself admits, by declaring, that quadrupeds “ neglect their com- 
mon pursuits, the gregarious disposition is suspended, and, if left 
to their own inclinations, gradually lessen their exercise, as they 
advance in pregnancy.” 

Errors in diet are almost constantly committed during preg- 
nancy, than which, few things are more mischievous. We have 
already adverted to the tendency of the system to plethora, during 
this condition of the female: on this account, it cannot fail to be 
injurious to overcharge, or to over-stimulate the stomach. 

No one circumstance has contributed so certainly to fix this 
error, as the vulgar speculation upon this subject; namely, the 
necessity the female is under to prepare nourishment for two 
beings, at one and the same time; that is, for herself, and the 
child within her. It is, therefore, constantly recommended, to 
eat and drink heartily; and this she too often does, until the sys- 
tem is goaded to fever; and sometimes to more sudden, and 
greater evils; as convulsions, or apoplexy. 

Mrs. , pregnant with her first child, complained of slight 

headach; heal and restlessness at night; disagreeable taste in the 
mouth ; a furred tongue in the morning ; loss of appetite, or rather 
disgust to food, and constipated bowels. She was near her 
seventh month of pregnancy. She was directed to be bled ; to 
take doses of rhubarb and magnesia; to drink rennet-whey, and 
use nothing stronger than water as drink. In a few days she 
was perfectly well, and returned at once to her old habits of full- 
feeding. She soon had a return of her old symptoms, which 
were relieved in the same manner, as just stated. After conti- 
nuing the moderate plan of living for some time with great ad- 
vantage, she was told she was very wrong to live so abstemiously, 
as it would weaken both her and her child so much, that much mis- 
chief wold follow. She obeyed the advice of her ill-judging 
friend; the consequence was convulsions; from which she was 
saved with difficulty ; but her child perished. 

Sect. II . — Of Vomiting during Pregnancy. 

In the early part of pregnancy, this effort of the stomach is con- 
sidered among its rational signs; and it seems to be instituted for 
the purpose of preventing or subduing plethora. Its advantages, 
however, are confined to the early periods. When it continues 
after quickening, or renews itself with severity towards the latter 
period of gestation, its usefulness is equivocal, if not decidedly 
mischievous. 

Dr. Denman says, “ if the vomiting should not be violent, and 
occur only in the early part of the day, though very troublesome, 
it is for from being detrimental, that it is generally found to be 
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serviceable, by exciting a more vigorous action of the uterus, by 
bringing the stomach into a better state,” p. 234. 

This appears to us a curious kind of reasoning; for, how vo- 
miting is to be useful, by producing more vigorous action of the 
uterus, when that action is not required, or would be certainly 
mischievous if excited, we cannot comprehend. Or, how vomi- 
ting can bring the stomach into a better state than it would be, 
when there is neither a necessity nor a diposition to this effect, is 
equally unintelligible. That the efforts of the stomach may be 
useful in removing offensive matters from it, when these matters 
produce nausea or vomiting, we can readily comprehend; but 
this certainly does not bring this organ into a better state than it 
was before such matters had deranged it. 

Vomiting we believe to be only useful as it may reduce or pre- 
vent plethora ; and for this purpose a very moderate degree of it 
is all that is necessary. For this end is almost always answered 
in one of two ways; first, by discharging the food almost imme- 
diately after it is taken down ; thus preventing its digestion by 
throwing it up; secondly, by severe and distressing nausea, with- 
out much vomiting; thus controlling the inordinate actions of the 
system by this subduing sensation and by diminishing or suspend- 
ing the powers of digestion. Now, this is for the most part 
only useful, as we have already said, in the earlier months of* 
pregnancy; for, in the latter months, the increasing demands of 
the foetus generally keep down the disposition to plethora. 

But, however useful the act of vomiting may be in the earlier 
periods, it becomes sometimes a most dangerous disease when 
continued through the greater part of the period of gestation. 
We have seen it involve the patient in imminent danger, from 
its indomitable nature, and from not being amenable to remedies. 

We have seen several instances where we thought it would be 
right to bring on. premature labour, and would in one instance 
have done so, had not this taken place spontaneously, very soon 
after it had been determined on. In such extreme cases, we 
think it every way reconcileable to the most scrupulous morality, 
to induce premature delivery for the preservation of the mother. 
But it should also be recommended to the attending physician, 
in such cases, never to perform this operation, unless it be sanc- 
tioned by the result of a consultation. 

The sickness commonly occurs as soon as the patient leaves 
her bed, and frequently harasses her for two or three succeeding 
hours. The matter thrown up is usually a sour, tenacious mucus; 
at other times, a thin extremely acid water, which now and then 
even excoriates the fauces, and sets “the teeth on edge.” At 
other times, bile accompanies the discharge even in considerable 
quantities. When bile is thrown from the stomach, an emetic of 
ipecacuanha will frequently be found useful, and may, in the 
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early months, be given with safety. For the most part, this 
vomiting is attended with confined bowels; the appetite is either 
voracious, or nearly destroyed; but almost always whimsical ; 
and, what is oftentimes remarkable at such times, the most un- 
promising, and apparently preposterous article, will not only be 
most acceptable to it, but best suited to its wayward humour. 

The vomiting, however, rarely proceeds to any very dangerous 
length; and as rarely requires a strict medical treatment; a pro 
re nata plan is, for the most part, all that is required. I have 
found a glass of warm water or chamomile tea, taken so soon as 
nausea is felt, very frequently abridge the sickness, by immedi- 
ately inducing vomiting, or by composing the disturbed stomach. 
Should much acidity prevail at such times, a glass of soda water 
will have a very good effect : or what succeeds admirably some- 
times, is the soda in the following form : — 

jy. Bi*carbon. sod®, 3jss. 

Pulv. G. Arab. ^ij. 

Ol. month®, gut. iv. 

Sacch. alb. ^ij. 

Aq. Seltzer. ^iv. M. 

Of this a table spoonful is to be taken every hour or two, as oocaaion may require. 

Should the bowels be in fault by their tardiness, small doses of 
calcined magnesia in a little milk, will be found highly useful. 
If nausea and frequent vomitings gccur during the *day, and the 
food be thrown up, the patient should be confined to a table-spoog- 
ful of milk every fifteen or twenty minutes, and no one thing be- 
side; this rarely fails to tranquillize the stomach, and enable it to 
take food with advantage: we may occasionally add a spoonful 
of lime water to the milk, until the stomach be relieved. 

But such is the predominance of acids, that none of the ant- 
acids is capable of overcoming it, though administered with a 
liberal, or even a daring hand. I rarely persevere in the use of 
the alkaline remedies, when I find that considerable doses will 
scarcely have a temporary effect : when this is the qase, I re- 
commend the use of acids, for the relief of this most distressing 
state of the stomach. Both vegetable and mineral acids have 
been employed by me, with perhaps about equal success; but the 
vegetable will merit the preferenge in general, on account of the 
teeth. I have, in several instances, confined patients, for days 
together, upon lemon juice and water, wjth the most d^pided ad* 
vantage.* 

In two instances I have witnessed the best effects from subsU* 

* One lady took the juice of a dozen lemons daily, and nothing betides, for 
many days together, with the moot marked advantage. This- lady, in her last 
pregnancy, ate large quantities of ice, with great comfort to herselft-vhe ate nearly ' 
a quarter peck a^lay. 

17 
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tutifig a glass of iced water, for tea or coffee in the morpii^, by 
which the patients were enabled to retain a cracker or two upon 
their stomach, which would not have been the case, had they 
taken either of the other substances. When the vomiting is so 
persevering as to discharge every thing from the stomach as fast 
as taken in, the bowels should be carefully evacuated daily, by 
mild injections; permitting these to act rather by their bi^k than 
by their stimulus. Should the pulse be full, as it almost always 
is under these circumstances, a little blood should be taken from 
the arm; more especially if headach attend. Should pain, and a 
sensation of burning about the region of the stomach be felt, 
much good is experienced by the application of a few leeches to 
the part, so as ttjfhbstraot fife or six ounces of blood. 

I have repeatedly foundki^ich benefit from the use of the spirit 
of turpentine threader foui*times a-day, in twenty-drop doses. 
This medicine is very easily taken, if mixed in cold water sweet- 
ened. When the system is not excited to febrile action, and 
where the stomach rejects every thing almost as soon as swal- 
lowed, I have often known a table-spoonful of clove tea* act most 
promptly and successfully. 

► With respect to the diet of patients so circumstanced, it would 
be in vain to point it out ; as any plan we could devise would 
scarcely apply to. any two patients — 1 generally direct the use of 
such articles, as their experience has proved best suited to their 
condition; and, sometimes, it is truly astonishing to observe the 
way wardness of the stomach upon such occasions. I have lately 
halt a patient who could retain no article, except Indian meal 
cakes baked pretty hard upon a board — these uniformly kept 
down, end she literally lived upon them for weeks. 

Our experience of opium confirms, in a great measure, the 
observations of Dr. Denman, on the use of this drug. He says, 
“In cases of excessive vomiting, opium in tincture or substance 
is generally given, and often with great advantage. Perhaps no 
well-founded objection can be made to the occasional use of 
opiates, when violent pain, or any other urgent symptoms de- 
mands them. But I have persuaded myself, that their habitual 
or very frequent use, is prejudicial to the foetus , 1 }9 p. 235. 

We think we have found the solid opium newly made into a 
pill, of at least two grains, the best form, when given by the 
mouth; but the most decidedly useful mode is, by enemata. An 
enema may consist of a gill of lukewarm water and a tea-spoon- 
ful of laudanum. This may be repeated pro re nata. 

We have lately found the most prompt advantage, in two or 
three cases of excessive vomiting, from a plaster appltW over the 

* Ttkif tea is made bj braising about twenty cloves on which yon poor a half 
pint of boiling water, and permit it to stand covered amil oool. 
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region of the stomach, composed of equah parts of opium, cam- 
phor, and hard soap, moistened sufficiently to spread, by lauda-* 
num. 


Sect. III . — Heartburn during Pregnancy . 

Thie very distressing symptom is sometimes one of the first the 
woman experiences after impregnation— at other times h does 
not make its appearance until gestation is pretty well advanced ; 
and sometimes is absent altogether. It is generally very dis- 
tressing and very difficult to subdue. I have known large and 
repeated doses or the alkalies given, with scarcely a temporary 
truce following their exhibition, much less permanent benefit \ in 
consequence of which, I have for many years past ceased to urge 
them in large quantities, where I /find smaller ones produce no 
effect. In such cases, I think it better to abandon the attempt to 
neutralize the acid, and begin with the use of the acids, so soon 
as the other class of remedies shall prove useless. 

Dr. James, in a note, (see his edition of Burns,) makes the 
following remarks upon this condition of the stomach; “The late 
much regretted Dr. Young, of Maryland, in his ingenious experi- 
ments on the digestive process, has almost reduced it to a cer* 
tainty, that the acid which exists in the stomach is to be referred 
to the liquor gastricus; that it is the phosphoric acid, and' that 
the acidity of dyspeptic and pregnant women is owing to the 
morbid quantity of this acid. Hence, as he justly remarks, the 
superiority of lime water as a corrector, from its great affinity to 
the phosphoric acid,” p. 219. 

He recommends, from his own experiente, the formula of Dr. 
Sims for this complaint, viz. 

9r Magncsi© Ustc, gj. 

Aq. Arnmoni® pars, gj. 

Sp. Cinnam. giij. 

Aq. pur©, gTN. M. 

Two or three spoonsful to be taken either occasionally, or when 
the symptoms are more-continual, immediately after every meaL 

I have already, under the head of vomiting, mentioned the 
advantage of acids, to counteract the acidity of the stomach, and 
they well deserve a trial. The vitriolic, or the citric, may be 
used freely in such cases; but the latter, as already observed, 
merits the preference. 

Magnesia and chalk are in familiar use; and ift moderate cases 
are every way competent to the exigency, especially the former. 
Magnesia should always be preferred to chalk, except a looseness 
of bowels accompanies this complaint. The chalk is never so 
pure as magnesia, and is always sure to constipate the bowels — 


Digitized by ^ooQie 



HEARTBURN DURING PREGNANCY. 


-10§ 


sometimes it is used in immoderate quantities, and th€& it is 
always with decided injury. I formerly attended a lady with 
several children, who was in the habit of eating chalk during her 
whole term of pregnancy; she used it in -such excessive quanti- 
ties as to render the bowels almost useless. I have often known 
her without an evacuation for ten or twelve days together, and 
then it was only procured by enemata ; the evacuations were 
literally chalk. Her calculation, I well remember, was three" 
half-pecks for each pregnancy — she became as white, nearly as 
the substance itself; and it eventually destroyed her, by so de- 
ranging her stomach, that it would retain nothing upon it 

When heartburn is moderate, iwmay be relieved by soda wa^ 
ter, lime water, and milk, and the occasional use of magnesia. 
The operation of these substances, in the cure of an acid sto- 
mach, is easily understood ; but the action of a few blanched 
almonds, or a few roasted ground-nuts, is not so easily explained ; 
yet both of these substances I have known most successfully em- 
ployed where the complaint was mild. They should be taken 
from time to time, as the acidity may prevail, v 

Confining the patient to any one article of diet, of either the 
vegetable or animal kind, is sometimes productive of great ad- 
vantage ; as simple boiled rice, oysters, milk or cream, or very 
sweet butter and stale bread, &c. 

MUostiveness is verjr^Common, and should be carefully guarded 
agtfinst, the diej shofilJ' be made to conform to this end, when- 
ever practicable; where the stomach will bear bread or biscuit, 
they should be made of unbolted flour. The ship bread, as it is 
called, I have occasionally found to answer a valuable purpose— 
buftjyhere this is not sufficient, or it cannot be used, I have found 
the following pills of great advantage, when properly perse- 
vered in: — 


R* 


6am Aloes. sue. 
Palv. Rhffii. 

Ol. Caryoph. 
Sapo Venet. 

Syr. Rbsi. q. s. 


3 * 8 . 

3 '- . 
gut. iv. 
grr. viij. 

M. f. pil. xxx. 


One of these every night, or every other night, as may be 
found necessary. One of these pills is generally found to be suf- 
ficient; but the dose must be determined by the habit of the pa- 
tient. 


Sect. IV . — Of Salivation during Pregnancy . 

The sympathy between the salivary glands, and the impreg- 
nated uterus, is, perhaps, as remarkable as any that takes place. 
In a very moderate degree it may be considered as a pretty ge- 
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neral attendant upon gestation; as almost all women, at such 
times, have more than an ordinary quantity of saliva secreted. 
In this mild form it will scarcely require attention ; for it may 
even pass without notice. But it becomes very distressing and 
enfeebling, when excessive. It is almost always accompanied 
with acidity of the stomach, and constipation of the bowels; the 
fluid discharged from the mouth for the most part, is perfectly 
colourless and transparent; at other times, it is more tenacious 
and frothy, and the quantity poured out is sometimes incredibly 
profuse. It almost always has an unpleasant taste, though not at- 
tended with an offensive smell ;* — it keeps the stomach in a state 
of constant irritation, and not unfrequently provokes vomiting, 
especially if the saliva be tenacious, and require an effort to dis- 
charge it. At night it is often very troublesome, interrupting 
sleep by the frequency of the necessity of emptying the mouth. 

If it continue long, the woman becomes weak, both from the 
quantity of fluid poured from the mouth, as well as the inability 
to take and retain sufficient food upon the stomach. I have never 
known this complaint to prove fatal; though I have witnessed 
two cases in which the patients were in great jeopardy — one of 
which 1 will relate, as it is remarkable lor the extent to which 
the salivation ran. 

I was called upon to prescribe for Mrs. J., who was advanced 
to the filth month of her pregnancy. At the second month she 
was attacked by a profuse salivation; she discharged daily from 
one to three quarts of saliva; and was at the same time, harassed 
by incessant nausea, and frequent vomitings: so irritable was the 
stomach, that it rejected almost instantly, any thing that was put 
into it. She now became extremely debilitated ; so much so, as 
4 to be unable to keep out of bed ; and when she did attempt to sit 
up, she would faint, if not quickly replaced. 

From a belief that the affection might be local, astringent gar- 
gles were freely employed, with marked disadvantage. A large 
blister was next applied to the back of the neck, with decided, 
but transient benefit — that is, the salivary discharge was less, the 
nausea diminished, and the vomiting less frequent; but this favour- 
able impression was but of three or four days’ duration : for, after 
this time, all the unpleasant symptoms returned with their former 
severity. An emetic of ipecacuanha was now exhibited, followed 
by a cathartic of rhubarb and magnesia, without the smallest 
benefit; — soda water, lime water and milk, milk itself, &c., were, 
in turn, unavailingly employed. I now put my patient upon a 
diet altogether of animal substances, and ordered ten drops of 

* Dr. Campbell says 44 it is an affection of the salivary glands (which are some- 
times swollen mid tender) principally ; in which the mucous membrane of the mouth 
participates to a certain extent.** The left parotid was affected in one case. The 
gums urc neither spongy nor ulcerated. 
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laudanum morning and evening, and fifteen at bed-time: this 
plan succeeded most perfectly in the course of a few days ; the 
nausea and vomiting ceased, and the discharge was reduced to 
less than a pint per diem ; and, perhaps, the force of habit had no 
inconsiderable agency in the production of this quantity. The 
bowels, during this plan, were kept open by the extract of butter- 
nut and rhubarb, in the form of pills. The lady never had any 
return of this complaint in her subsequent pregnancies.* # 

As a general plan of treatment in this complaint, either when 
moderate or severe, I endeavoured to destroy the acidity of the 
stomach by the various antacids; to keep the bowels free, by the 
frequent use of magnesia ; rinsing the mouth often with lime water, 
and the use of solid animal food; together with a strict injunction 
to the patient to resist the desire to discharge the saliva from the 
mouth, as much as possible. 

This complaint, when moderate, almost always abates, if it 
does not altogether cease, after the fifth or sixth month ; but when 

severe, its period is uncertain. A lady informed me, that this 
affection continued with considerable force, during the whole 
period of gestation, in one of her pregnancies. 


Sect. V . — Of Pain in the Right Side during Pregnancy. 

A little after, and seldom before the fifth month, the woman is 
sometimes attacked with a deep-seated, and rather obscure pain, 
immediately in the region of the liver. It fifst begins with a very 
trifling sensation in this part, and gradually increases as gestation 
advances. It is rarely extremely painful; but is almost constant, 
both day and night; and is especially severe during the latter. 

It is not increased by respiration, unless this be made very full, 
and then the pain is ralher more aoute than ordinary. No cough, 
as a necessary atten I ant, accompanies this complaint; but if one 
be present, there is an augmentation of pain, but not of the sud- 
den and embarrassing kind, which attends an inflammation of 
the pleura, a peritonitis, and may therefore* by this circumstance, 
be easily distinguished from this affection, or an inflammation of 
these membranes. Besides, fever does not necessarily belong to 
this complaint; and if one be present, it may be considered as 
independent of it; and may, therefore, most commonly, be looked 
upon as coincident, rather than as a necessary consequence. 

The woman with a view of relieving this pain, leans almost 
constantly to one side when sitting; and if standing, she maybe 
observed frequently to place Iier hand over the pained part, and 
. 

* For a similar cate, and of much interest, tee Chore i. ill’s Treatise on Ducaaes 
of Pregnancy and Child-bed, p. 75. 
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press it pretty forcibly. She often seeks relief, by stretching her- 
self upwards, and maintaining this position as long^ts she well 
can ; or until she finds herself somewhat relieved. She can lie 
upon either side; but better on the left than on the right. 

A sensation of heat is frequently experienced in the pained part, 
at the time she may feel pain. This is sometimes very distressing ; 
and is occasionally very permanent. The bowels are not neces- 
sarily influenced by this affection; they maintain, most probably, 
the condition they would be in, were this pain not present. 

As pains in the side are familiarly treated by blood-letting, so 
it is almost always had recourse to in this complaint; but never, 
as far as we have observed, with the slightest advantage. Nor 
has any other treatment which we have advised, been more suc- 
cessful. Leeching, cupping, and blistering, have in turn been 
employed without benefit. Indeed, we have now ceased to pre- 
scribe for this complaint, unless it be attended with some altera- 
tion in the circulating system ; if this be disturbed, and the pulse 
tense and frequent, advantage is sometimes experienced from the 
loss of blood, and gentle purging, as this pain may be aggravated 
by this condition of the system. But in this instance, we pre- 
scribe for the general condition of the system, and not for the 
local affection — as we should have to do most propably as much, 
were this pain in the side not present. 

A woman, with her first child, is more liable to this affection 
than with the subsequent ones; unless she carry her child very 
“ high ” as it is called. After a woman has borne several chil- 
dren, the anterior obliquity of the uterus generally prevails, which 
frees them from the risk of this complaint; for it is caused, we 
believe, altogether by the mechanical pressure which the fundus 
of the uterus makes against the liver, as it mounts up in the pro- 
gress of gestation. Our reasons for thinking that this is the 
cause, are, 1st, because the woman who has the fundus of the 
uterus thrown in advance of the symphysis pubis, is never trou- 
bled with this complaint, so far as we have yet observed; 2d. be- 
cause it never commences, until after the uterus has risen some * 
distance out of the superior strait; 3d. because the woman who 
has the fundus of the uterus thrown to the right side, is more 
severely afflicted, than if the right lateral obliquity of the uterus 
did not exist; 4th. because, after the eighth month has passed, 
the woman experiences great relief, if the uterus sink into the 
pelvis, as it is wont to do at this period-; or undergoes that change,, 
the women term “ falling ;” 5th. because this pain is increased, 
whenever the diaphragm is suddenly and powerfully forced 
down, as in coughing, and in sneezing, though it is not felt in ; 
ordinary respiration ; Gth. because the pain increases almost in 
proportion to the development of the uterus, or the advancement 
of the fundus;. 7th. because the woman feels less pain when' 
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standing, than while lying; for when standing, the utefus sinks 
a little, and thus diminishes the pressure against the liver; 8th. 
because the woman can relieve herself, by placing herself in 
certain positions; as, leaning to one side, or stretching herself 
upwards ; and lastly, because very short women suffer most. 

From this account of the cause of the pain in the right side, it 
will at once be seen, that nothing can relieve dfir^ffecticA^qt 
the removal of the fundus of the uterus from its contact witlpKfe 
liver. It may be asked, if this explanation be true, why do not 
all women suffer it ? The answer is easy ; all women have not 
the fundus of the uterus to press against the liver; because aH 
have not the right lateral obliquity ; because many have a tenden- 
cy to the anterior obliquity, after the third or fourth child ; and# 
in neither of these instan&s, does the fundus press against, this 
▼iscus. 

Sect. VI. — Of Inquietude and Want of Sleep during Pregnancy . 

Many women experience much inquietude towards the latter 
end of pregnancy. This is so annoying at times, as to prevent 
sleep. The limbs are agitated by involuntary contractions of the 
muscles, which, by the frequency and suddenness of their motion, 
instantly interrupt the sleep, to which the woman was at the mo- 
ment strongly inclined. 

In most cases, there is a strong desire to sleep; but it cannot 
be indulged in, in consequence of this particular state of the ner- 
vous system ; — this ennui of the limbs, if we may so term it. We 
have known it so severe at times, as to make the woman dread 
to lie in her bed ; for she is sure until near daylight, to be doomed 
to constant restlessness. To relieve this inquietude, she traverses 
the room, until fatigue, or diminution of the paroxysm, affords 
the long-desired rest. This repeated loss of sleep, does not sen- 
sibly impair the health of the woman ; for, as Dr. Denman very 
correctly observes, “ after a short repose at the dawn of day, she 
seems as much refreshed as after the most quiet night.” 

Dr. Denman*s method of treatment, does not by any means 
comport with his theory of this affection. He says, “ Perhaps 
the confinement of the arr of the room, and the heat of the bed, 
may be the immediate cause of this complaint; but I have gene- 
rally considered them as arising from the constant and strenuous 
demands for nourishment, made by the child upon the constitu- 
tion of the parent; for it is remarkable, that those women who 
sutler most on this account, though reduced in appearance, bring 
forth lusty children, and have easy labours,” p. 245. 

From this explanation, and from what he afterwards says, it 
would seem that the foetus makes larger demands than the mother 
can weH supply : now, wefie this so, there should be a deficiency 
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of blood ki the general system of the mother ; but this is not the 
case; for the Doctor recommends almost the only remedies we 
have seen useful in this case; namely “bleeding in small quanti- 
ties, and the occasional use of cooling and laxative medicines.’’ 
Now, is it not self evident, that were a deficiency of blood in the 
mother’s system the cause of this inquietude, that it could not 
possibly be relieved, by diminishing, still more the quantity of 
blood? We believe, that this inquietude arises from that peculiar 
irritability of the nervous system, which seems so constantly to 
attend upon a fulness of the system, rather than on a deficiency 
of blood. In proof of this, the pulse is always quickened and full 
in the evening, and during the night; and is a true exacerbation, 
or febrile paroxysm, which spends itself by morning, and permits 
the patient to sleep at that time. Again, bleeding, purging, low 
diet, cool air, and cold water, are the best remedies for this com- 
plaint. 

The quantity of blood to be drawn, must be regulated by the 
fall of the pulse; and it must be repeated pro re nata. A mattress 
should be substituted for a feather bed, even in winter; the room 
should be well ventilated ; and the patient should be prohibited 
animal food, suppers, or any stimulating drink. The bowels 
should be kept gently open. Dr. Denman says, that “ a glass of 
cold water drunk at bed-time, is not a contemptible remedy.” 
We know that bathing the face and hands in cold water is an ex- 
cellent one, and should always be resorted to. 

Dr. Denman says, “ Preparations of opium have little effect, 
unless they are given in large quantities, and often repeated.” 
This is the very reverse of our mode of exhibiting the prepara- 
tions of opium. We never prescribe opium in any form, unless, 
the necessity is very urgent, and when bleeding and the other re- 
medies have failed ; and when we do order it, it is always in 
small^doses. We prefer the denarcotized, or the acetated tinc- 
ture, or black drop, to any other form of opium ; of the first, we 
give twenty drops at first ; of the latter, only ten ; and if they do 
not tranquillize in two hours, we direct from five to ten drops 
more ; believing, if this quantity does not succeed, a larger one 
will not ; we, therefore, never urge its use. A hop “ pillow” has 
sometimes succeeded admirably well. 

After bleeding, &c., the Liq. Anod. Hoffm. answers, for the 
most part, admirably, and should always be tried. 


Sect. VII. Of Costiveness during Pregnancy . 

It seems that this condition of the bowels is almost sure to at- 
tend the early periods, and the latter stages of pregnancy. For 
the most part, it is only mischievous when excessive ; though it 
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is always inconvenient. Dr. Denman is willing to attach some 
importance to this state of the alimentary canal; with what pro- 
priety, remains to be proved. I am fully persuaded, however, 
that it is only decidedly injurious when it exists in excess : when 
so, I have known much trouble to arise from it, and sometimes 
alarm for the safety of the foetus. - 

When this state is allowed to continue beyond two, or at most 
three days, much disturbance is sometimes created by the genera- 
tion of flatus, and colicky pains, with a frequent and unsuccessful 
desire to evacuate the rectum. When permitted to continue be- 
yond this time, it is sure to occasion headach, flushing of the face, 
frequent desire to make water, and tenesmus. The stomach ia 
also not unfrequently disturbed by heartburn, sour eructations, ' 
and vomiting, if these m3 been previously suspended; or an in- 
crease of them, if they had not ceased. 

To those who may be occasionally liable to abortion, it is par- 
ticularly desirable to have this state of the bowels altered ; as we v 
have every reason to believe it has, in a number of instances, 
caused it. We have known some ladies so regardless of conse-. 
quences, as to allow this confined state of the bowels to continue 
for ten or twelve days together. One lady in particular, had rea- 
son to blame costiveness for three consecutive miscarriages. 
When she became pregnant again, she was put under my care, - 
with a hope that 1 might be able to interrupt this unlucky habit. 

I learned from her, that so soon as she bjjAhe pregnant, her 
bowels became so tardy, as not to have a 'spontaneous opening 
oftener than once in ten, or twelve, or fourteen days. Hitherto, 
she had concealed this condition from her friends, from the mere 
aversion she had to taking medicine, even of the most simple kind ; 
and honestly confessed, she thought her former miscarriages were 
altogether owing to this cause; but said, she began to feel there 
would be a criminal neglect on her part, did she permit this to 
continue; she, therefore, determined upon changing this habit; 
and was now willing to submit to any plan we would think pro- 
per to direct. 

She suffered dreadfully from sickness of stomach, and vomit- 
ing; severe and constant headach; palpitation of the heart; and, 
now and then long-continued syncope. She was in her third 
month of pregnancy; and declared she began to feel as she had 
always previously done, for two or three weeks before she would 
miscarry; that is, she rested ill at night, had great thirst, severe 
pain in her back, together with considerable leucorrhcea, which, 
she observed, always preceded the more violent symptoms. At 
the time she was giving me this information, she^iad not had an 
evacuation for more than a week. Her pulse was full, frequent, 
and tense; face flushed, and skin dry and hot. 

I directed the loss of a few ounces of blood ; to have an in- 
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jection simply of flaxseed tea ; to take small doses of castor oil, at 
intervals of two hours, until it should operate; to drink nothing 
but water, or molasses and water; to abstain from animal food 
and broths ; to use light, but regular exercise ; to take rennet* 
Whey freely; and to eat no other bread but that made of unbolted 
flour. She reajiil y consented to a compliance, and as faithfully 
perfognjed her pfemise ; for which she was amply repaid, in the 
meli&fction of all, and the entire extinction of some, of her more 
troublesome symptoms, besides carrying her child to the full 
period. 

She was, however, chiefly indebted to the brown bread for the* 
permanent solqble state of her bowels; for, after she had com- 
menced itstuse, she had but very rarely to aid it by magnesia. 

To women who are habitually costive, this bread is most im- 
portant/and should always be used; and though not always suf- 
ficient to do away the tendency to constipation, it nevertheless 
renders any mild aperient much more successful! 

A tumbler-ful of rich bran tea, sweetened or otherwise, taken 
before breakfast, has had a very good effect upon ; the bowels. 
Coffee, sweetened with manna, answers very well;,honey, where 
the stomach will bear it, is useful. Injections, made to act rather 
by their bulk than their quality, are exceedingly proper in all 
states of costiveness ; but when it is excessive, they should always 
be made to precede the use of purgative medicines: we have seen 
much inconvenience arise from a neglect of this caution. The 
severe, effort which is always required to discharge hardened 
feces, is almost*sure to produce hemorrhoids. 

Mr. Burns says, this State of costiveness is “partly owing to 
the pressure of the uterus 6n the rectum, and partly owing to the 
increased activity of the womb producing a sluggish motion of 
the bowels.” We would ask, in what does the “ increased ac- 
tivity of the womb” consist? Is there an evidence of such 
activity? Is it not at the period at which costiveness is most 
common, passive, and obedient to the distending forces within it T 
Would not abortion follow an increased activity of this organ? 
for we see no way in which the uterus ever displays “ activity,” 
but by contracting; consequently, costiveness cannot depend 
upon an “increased activity of the womb;” for did it contract 
actively, abortion would almost certainly follow. 

This state of the bowels depends chiefly upon that irritation 
of the stomach, which gives rise to either nausea or vomiting; 
and thus diverts or diminishes the regular or habitual force of 
the peristaltic motion of the lower intestines. As a proof of this, 
where there is obstinate costfteness, we almost always see an 
Irritable stomach. Indeed, Dr. Denman remarks, that “ the sto- 
mach of pregnant women is often in such a state, that no internal 
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medicines can be retained, and we are obliged to have recourse 
to clysters, p. 239, art. Costiveness.” And, farther, we may add, 
that there exists between the rectum and the stomach, a recipro- 
cal influence of this kind ; for the inordinate motions of the latter 
are most successfully allayed by irritating the former by stimu- 
lating injections. 

But, let the cause of costiveness be what it may, it is always 
important to guard against it in the pregnant woman; but it 
should, as suggested above, be by the gentlest methods ; for sti- 
mulating, or drastic medicines must be carefully avoided. 

For, though Dr. Denman yiforms us, that “ experience has 
proved that abortion most frequently happens to those who are 
subject to too relaxed a state of the bowels,” it does not prove, 
that constipation is either useful or innocent. 

Indeed, we are of opinion that though the fact is precisely as 
stated by Dr. Denman, yet it does not prove, that diarrhea, in 
such cases, is the cause of abortion; on the contrary, we are 
fully persuaded, that it is but the consequence of an irritation in 
the uterus to cast off its contents; and that the intestines, in these 
instances, only sympathize with this condition of this organ. We 
may perhaps be told, as an evidence that diarrhoea is the cause 
of abortion, that this accident has been prevented in such cases 
by the application of opium to the rectum. We believe it to be 
strictly true, that abortion has been prevented by this means; 
yet we cannot admit it as evidence of the fact insisted on; for 
this remedy is equally, if n<# more certainly useful in threatened 
abortion when used in this mariner, when there is no diarrhoea. 
It quiets the irritation of the uterus, through the medium of that 
sympathy which is known to exist between these parts; as the 
same sympathy excites the intestines to looseness, when the uterus 
is the seatK>f irritation. 


CHAPTER XI. 

OF HEMORRHOIDS, OR PILES. 

We have observed, that the bowels of pregnant women are 
disposed to become costive ; in consequence of which* a tendency 
to piles is very often induced, which, if not early relieved, will 
end in inflammation, and extreme Jistention, sometimes, of the 
hemorrhoidal veins. We may add to this, the constant and 
strong pressure, which the increasing uterus exerts upon the ves- 
sels within the pelves. Another cause may aid and confirm the 
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disposition to hemorrhoid ; namely, the sedentary habits of many 
women during gestation. 

Joined to all these, is the habit many sedentary women have, 
of using soft cushions to sit upon. This permits the vessels to 
distend, though gently compressed; and by and by a hemor- 
rhoidal “fit” is produced. In others, again, piles are brought on 
by long standing; hence, all such as are obliged to be a great 
deal upon their feet during pregnancy, are much disposed to this 
affection. 

A sensation of fulness and aching is first felt in the verge of the 
anus; this is followed by a slight throbbing, which disposes the 
woman to make a pressure with her hand upon the part; swelling 
in various degrees soon succeeds, accompanied by more or less 
pain. As a general rule, the pain is in proportion to the size and 
degree of inflammation of the tumours which constitute the dis- 
ease, and the degree of contraction of the sphincter ani. 

Frank says, that these tumours sometimes acquire a size equal 
to that of a goose-egg; the sphincter ani contracting upon them,* 
produces the severest suffering. — Traitd de M£ddcine Practique. 

And that, in women, in consequence of tho contiguity of the 
hemorrhoids with the vagina, that they occasion in this canal a 
heat or burning, and an itching; so as to render conjugal inter- 
course painful, and accompanied with a discharge of blood.— 
Trait6 de Medicine Practique, tom. 3, pp. 330, 340. Such cases 
we have never seen ; nor have we ever witnessed their preventing 
the descent of the head in the time of labour by their site, as 
stated by the same author. 

We have said, that the pain is generally in proportion to tho 
size of the tumours, and the degree of inflammation, &c.; but 
this is not always so: for we have seen prodigious suffering from 
small-sized piles ; and once witnessed the most intense, and long 
continued anguish, from a pile not larger than a very small filbert. 
Why the pain was so intense, in this instance, we have never 
been able to account; it resisted puncturing, leechings, cold, hot, 
and anodyne applications, and purging. A horizontal position, 
with elevated hips, &c., for several days, appeared to be the only 
source of comfort to the patient. 

Dr. Physick informed me, when speaking on this subject, that 
a patient of his suffered the most intense anguish from a tumour 
not larger than a pea, situated in the verge of the anus, and for 
which almost every probable remedy had been prescribed un- 
availingly — the patient was at last relieved by the removal of it 
by the knife. 

The degree of distention which these tumours sometimes suffer, 
is almost beyond belief. We have seen two or three atone time, 
of the size of small walnuts, of a very dark red,ormodena colour, 
18 • 
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or even livid ; and of such exquisite tenderness, as not to permit 
the slightest touch, without great pain.* In these cases, the 
sphincter ani acted like a ligature moderately drawn ; and the 
tumours themselves had the appearance of strangulation. Indeed, 
Mr. Copelandf considers the action of the sphincter ani one of 
the causes of piles; especially in those who possess this power in 
a high degree, and who are, in consequence, subject to a spas- 
modic stricture of the rectum. In such persons, he supposes, that, 
at every attempt to pass the feces, a portion of the internal mem- 
brane of the rectum, with its vessels, is protruded and detained 
by the forcible constriction of this muscle; hence, the formation 
of piles. 

Mr. Burns thinks this disease is “chiefly to be attributed to a 
sluggish state of the alimentary canal, communicating a similar 
torpor to the hemorrhoidal veins,” p. 223. Now, we do not un- 
derstand how torpor of the intestinal tube is to communicate tor- 
por to the hemorrhoidal veins; or how torpor, any way commu- 
nicated to these veins, shall give the phenomena of piles. Certain 
it is, a paroxysm of this disease is as frequently, or, at least, as 
readily produced by purging* as by costiveness. For, generally 
speaking, the paroxysm of piles takes place when costiveness is 
about to be removed, and not during the passive state of the colon 
and rectum. Costiveness, then, as a sign of the “sluggish state 
of the intestinal tube,” is rarely the exciting cause of the disease 
in question; for it takes place with most certainty when this 
“ torpor” is absolutely removed, and the bowels are stimulated to 
brisker action. Therefore, the mechanical pressure of the feces 
may have some agency in producing a u spell. 

Besides, it is familiar to every body, with what facility a “ fit” 
of the piles is brought on by a brisk purgative, when the hemor* 
rhoidal veins are varicose; nor is this, perhaps, difficult to under- 
stand, when we take into view, that the action of the bowels, and 
that for the returning of the blood through the vessels concerned, 
are in opposite directions; and that the peristaltic action of the 
colon and rectum, must be superior to that of the hemorrhoidal 
veins; hence, the accumulation of blood in them, and sometimes 
their severe distention ; and that this distention takes place the 
more readily as these veins do not possess valves. 

Again, relief from suffering is sometimes obtained only by in- 

* The degree of pain which attends the active stage of piles, depends very much 
upon the constitutional force of the sphincter ani. Where this is very active, and 
constricts the protruded pile with great firmness, much suffering will be endured; 
while an equal, or even greater degree of swelling, in lax and debilitated habits, 
will be attended by less, 

t Observations on the Principal Diseases of the Rectum, p. 68. 

t Cosliveness is not always necessary, either as a remote, or as an exciting 
cause to this disease. We bay e known this complaint to be occasionally violent, 
where the bowels were never costive fo£ a day, during a long life. 
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ducing a “ torpor ,f in the rectum, by means of sedative applica- 
tions, and opiate injections. 

When this disease attacks the pregnant woman, it is almost 
sure to produce feverish excitement in the system ; and this often 
attended with severe headach, and pain in the small of the back. 
Blood-letting is here clearly indicated ; but the local is preferable 
to the general abstraction of blood. Six or eight ounces of blood 
should be drawn from the tumours, and their immediate neigh- 
bourhood, by leeches, and their bites encouraged to bleed after 
their dismissal, by the application of a soft bread and milk poul- 
tice. The bowels should be opened by the most gentle laxatives ; 
the best of which, for immediate purposes, is the castor oil, when 
the patient may have no fixed aversion to it. 

If leeches cannot be procured, puncturing them with the point 
of a sharp lancet in several places, will often afford great relief, 
when the tumours are much distended and very thin. But when 
the swelling is less, and the coats of the tumours appear thick 
and dense, we do not recollect to have seen any advantage fol- 
low puncturing. Probably we had better not employ it. 

Local applications are rarely found to be of benefit during the 
very active stage of hemorrhoids; indeed, for the most part, they 
seem but to aggravate the pain, unless it be after leeching or 
puncturing; then, as already directed, a simple bread and milk 
poultice, or a poultice of the flour of linseed, is sometimes found 
to afford much relief.* This application * should always follow 
either of these operations; and it may be renewed frequently. 

During this time, the patient should be kept in a horizontal 
position, with her hips elevated, and the knees drawn up; and* 
when the leech bites, or the punctures have ceased to bleed, there 
is sometimes much comfort derived from cold applications; even 
ice itself. This is best managed by being enclosed in a small 
bladder, in which there is some water. A weak solution of the 
acetate of lead, that is, in the proportion of a scruple to eight 
ounces of water, and a few drops of the acetated tincture of 
opium, sometimes afford much relief. 

It may be necessary to reapply leeches, or repeat the punc- 
turing; this will especially be the case, when the sphincter ani 
acts as a ligature; for nothing effects the relaxation of this mus- 
cle like blood-letting. The bleeding may be followed by the* 
poultices; and these by the cold applications, or the saturnine* 
solution and the opium. 

When the hemorrhoidal tumours are neither very large nor 
very painful, much advantage is sometimes obtained by dis- 
charging the blood from them by a very gentle, but persevering 

# The poultices must be renewed every three or four hours : they should bei 
thin, and always applied between very fine rags. 
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pressure by the ball of the thumb, or extremity of a finger. This 

succeeds best, where the sphincter ani is contracted upon the 
tumours; but, in order to secure the good effect of this pressure, 
the pile must be returned beyond the verge of the anus, by the 
finger following it within the sphincter. When the sphincter is 
relaxed, we have seen no advantage derived from this practice; 
as the vein prolapses again immediately. To succeed in putting 
up the pile, much patience must sometimes be exercised in making 
the pressure; for, if it be done suddenly, much pain is excited, 
and no advantage gained. Mr. Burns recommends, for the same 
object, a pressure made by the thumb and finger. 

This disease is almost always more severe after labour than 
during pregnancy ; and, though it is not strictly a disease of the 
female, she may yet be considered as more obnoxious to it than 
the male; and as it is an attendant upon gestation, and is almost 
always a follower of delivery, it seems every way entitled to our 
notice. 

Much may be done during labour to prevent a severe “spell” 
of piles, by the accoucheur making a firm pressure upon the verge 
of the anus with the palm of his hand, guarded by-a diaper, during 
the progress of the head through the external parts; and by care- 
fully returning them immediately after the expulsion of the pla- 
centa; as the sphincter is now fatigued, and will not oppose their 
ascent. In lying-in women, this complaint rarely becomes severe 
until the fourth or fifth day ; and then it is generally after the 
operation of the medicine which has been judged proper to give 
previously to this time. 

The hemorrhoidal veins sometimes swell enormously at this 

E eriod, as they are probably weakened by the distention they 
ave suffered during the progress of labour; and especially as 
they regain the power of contracting with great difficulty. They 
are, however, to be treated as above directed ; except that we 
cannot use the cold applications with the same freedom. In order 
to prevent as much as possible the accession of this disease, with 
those who are subject to hemorrhoids after delivery, we should 
open the bowels a day or two earlier than is usual; that is, the 
day but one after the termination of the labour. 

This should be done by the very mildest means; and small, or 
divided doses of the purgative should be given, instead of a full 
dose at once. Thus, half an ounce of castor oil should be given; 
and repeated in four hours, if the first does not answer. Or coffee 
may be sweetened with manna, and the patient take a cup of it 
once in two or three hours, until the effect is produced. The 
lenitive electuary is also an excellent aperient at this time; the 
size of a nutmeg may be taken every three hours, until the bowels 
are stirred. The sulphate of magnesia in lemonade, in small 
doses, is also very gentle, and very certain. But the magnesia 
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itself, we think, is always productive of much irritation in the 
rectum at this time. Dr. Jackson, of Northumberland, recom- 
mends in very decided terms, rhubarb as a cathartic in all stages 
of hemorrhoidal suffering. 

All the more stimulating cathartics should be carefully avoid- 
ed; and even the effects of the milder ones be stopped in such 
cases, when they appear to be proceeding too far— this may be 
readily effected by a few drops of laudanum. 

The diet of the patient should consist altogether of the vegeta- 
ble jellies, rennet, or cremor tartar whey: we should, for the time 
being, forbid tea and coffee, unless thejatter is sweetened with the 
manna. Sago, tapioca, arrow root, or gum Arabic, rye mush 
and molasses, may be given freely; but they should always be 
made thin ; and the bran bread should be eaten. Substances may 
be made palatable by a little lemon juice and sugar; they should 
be looked upon rather as drinks, than be considered as food.. 
This plan has advantages which are rarely considered : it not 
only affords an ample, and very mild nourishment, but the recre- 
ment is less in quantity, as well as much less firm in quality, than 
that from more solid food. Miik, at this time, should be used 
sparingly, if not absolutely forbidden, as the curd becomes im- 
pacted in the rectum, and produces great irritation. We have 
known much inconvenience to arise from a perseverance in this 
article as a diet, from the great firmness of the feces. 

The pregnant woman may derive both comfort and advantage 
from sitting in a demi-bath of cold water for five or ten minutes 
at a time, two or three times a day, when the complaint is ad- 
vancing, or when about to retire; that is, after the severer in- 
flammatory symptoms have abated, or before they are high. r 

During the progress of treatment, and for some time after, the 
patient should be as little as possible upon her feet. Sufficient 
attention is not paid to this circumstance; and the neglect of it, 
obliges the woman to go through her troubles again. The ves- 
sels should be allowed to contract as much as they are capable 
of doing* before the woman is permitted either to stand or walk 
much ; for the mere effect of gravitation will renew the complaint, 
when it has but imperfectly receded, or has but for a short time 
ceased to be troublesome. 

We have said, purging should be carefully avoided; but cos- 
tiveness should be equally shunned. The patient, therefore, 
should have such a plan laid down, as will ensure one liquid eva- 
cuation per diem; this will be best effected, by using the bran 
bread constantly, instead of the common bread, or sweetening 
her food and drinks with the flake manna ; this is a very conveni- 
ent way of administering a gentle purgative.. This article then, 
will form an exception to the rule suggested above* of allowing 
no other than fluid nourishment. And when all inflammatory 

18 ’ 
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aetion has ceased, she may be indulged daily with chicken water, 
or beef tea. 

Should the bran bread be found insufficient to keep the bowels 
open, a large tea-spoonful of the following electuary should be 
taken at bed-time ; either every night or oflener, or every other 
night, as its effects may be upon the bowels. 

R. Lac. sulph. ‘ 

Crera. tart. 5*8. 

Syr. common, vel lemon. s» 
f. elect. 

Dr. Leake is prejudiced*against the use of sulphur in this com- 

F Taint ; he says, “ From what I have repeatedly seen of its effects, 
cannot think favourably of it, having twice observed a very 
dangerous and profuse discharge of blood from the womb, occa- 
sioned by its liberal use.” — Treatise on Child-bed Fever, vol. i. 
p. 173. 

The experience of Dr. Leake, from its extent, should, upon 
most occasions, go for much; but in this instance, we think he 
has yielded to a prejudice, resulting from coincidence, rather 
than from a conviction arising from correct observation. For, 
were the sulphur capable of producing such discharges as one of 
its common effects, it would certainly have been oftener observed 
by the doctor; at least it would have beerr confirmed by the ob- 
servations of other practitioners. As regards ourselves, it is one 
of the most common of our prescriptions fn this complaint; yet 
we have never seen any thing like the effect supposed to be ob- 
served bv Dr. Leake ; we are therefore inclined to believe, that 
the discharges of blood spoken of, must have been accidental, 
or coincident. 

Dr. Good observes of this article, “ Sulphur has long been re- 
garded as a specific for piles ; but I do not know that it possesses 
any other virtue than that of being a mild aperient. It seems, 
however, to be an aperient particularly calculated to act upon 
the large intestines ; since, being soluble with difficulty in ani- 
mal fluids, it dissolves slowly, and does not spend itself till it has 
descended to a considerable depth in the alvine canal And it 
is on this ground, perhaps, if any, that it sometimes proves ser- 
viceable in the present disease.” — Study of Med. vol. i. p. 237. 

Dr. Cullen speaks favourably of the balsam of copaiva. He 
says, “I have learned from an empirical practitioner, that it 
gives relief in hemorrhoidal affections, and I have frequently 
employed it with success.” — Mat. Med. part ii. cap. v. d. 190. 
Of this medicine I can say nothing from experience ; if it pe use- 
ful in this complaint, it must, most probably, like turpentine, be in 
cases accompanied by discharges of blood. 

Dr. Good seems to think differently ; an4 he may be right, as 
he has experience of its effects on his side. He says, 44 I have 
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tried this medicine often, frequently without the slightest benefit, 
though I have varied the dose : and when it has appeared useful, 
it has been chiefly in the mucous piles.” p. 237. 

“Where the tubercles are not very sore, they will often yield 
to a layer of gypsum, or, what is better, fuller’s earth, which, 
however, should be rubbed into as soft a paste as possible. This 
is a remedy which has been long employed on the continent ; and 
I have sometimes prescribed it with singular advantage, and 
have known piles, when softish, and compressible, removed by it 
in a single night.” — Study, p. 238. 

These excrescences often remain of considerable size, and ra- 
ther painful, even after the more active stage of inflammation 
has been removed ; and, if they be neglected at this time, a re- 
turn of them is most easily provoked. Experience has proved the 
value of the vegetable astringents for this purpose; but they are 
too indiscriminately used, not to make some caution necessary. 

The astringents are indicated only in the decline of the in- 
flammatory stage of this affection, or after it has entirely sub- 
sided. If used before this period, as is but too frequently the 
case, they aggravate the complaint, and render it sometimes very 
unmanageable; therefore, the period at which they can be em- 
ployed with advantage, is that stated above. The nutgall has 
long held the first rank in the list of the vegetable astringents; 
and the following formula is justly entitled to much praise for its 

convenience and efficacy: — 

■ 

R. Gallec Alep, subtil, pulv. Qj. 

Cerate Simp. gj. M. Adde. 

Em. Lemon, . . got. zz. vel.xxx. 

Acet Lytharg*. . gut xxxx. 

Tinct Thebaic, • gut xxxx* M. 

A little of this ointment is to be rubbed upon the parts, morning 
and evening. Should it excite much smarting, it must be re- 
duced by incorporating a little more of the cerate with it. 

At the stage of the disease now spoken of, much benefit has 
occasionally been found, from dusting the parts with the dowers 
of sulphur. Another substance has gained, in a certain district 
of this state, the title of a specific in this complaint, at the stage 
we are now considering; namely, the brown powder contained 
in the fungus, commonly called the “Puff Ball,” when dry; the 
dust of which is to be incorporated with hog’s lard, and used in 
the same manner as the gall ointment 
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CHAPTER XH. 

OP PALPITATION OP THE HEART. 

Tins is not an unfrequent attendant upon pregnancy ; espe- 
cially before the period of quickening. After this time, it often 
ceases, and does not return until 'towards the latter part of the 
term of gestation. 

This complaint may arise from very different causes: and it is 
important that their effects be not confounded,, as they require 
sometimes very opposite remedies for their relief.* 

It may proceed from mere nervous irritability, and may be 
looked upon but as a symptom of hysteria; to which some deli- 
cate women are particularly liable during gestation ; or it may 
arise from fulness of blood, joined to a nervous temperament, or 
from fulness alone. 

In the first case, the palpitation will be attended by other symp- 
toms which mark the nervous temperament, such as globus hys- 
tericus; large discharges oflimpid urine; coldness on the top of 
the head, &c.; and these may not be accompanied by any extra- 
ordinary fulness of the circulating system. 

Should it not, we may administer, with immediate advantage* 
almost any of the remedies in familiar use for such affections; as 
the asafcetida, Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, orange flower water, 
hartshorn spirit, &c. It is, however, best,, in all such cases, to 
inquire into the state of the digestive organs, and ascertain if 
there be not some derangement there, which may give rise to it 
— such as acidity or indigestion. 

The first may be detected by a sense of burning at the pit of the* 
stomach, sour eructations, or beichings tasting like unsound eggs. 
If this be the case, the regimen must be regulated, by forbidding 
such substances as will readily turn sour upon the stomach; as 
tea, coffee, vegetable substances, fruit, porter, wine, &c„ and 
confining the patient to simple water as a drink; and animal 
substances for food.. Giving at the same time small doses of mag- 
nesia mixed in milk, several times a day, if the bowels be con- 
fined; if not, the extra soda water, lime water and milk, aq. am- 
mon. purae, &c. If from indigestion, which is a frequent cause, 
by avoiding such substances as are known not to sit well upon 
the stomach ; by a dose of rhubarb and magnesia to carry off the 

* We do not mean to extend our views in this place, to the forms of -palpitations 
of the heart which arise from organic causes; but ORrely. to such occurrence# of 
it* ae may, with strict propriety, be called. sympathetic,. 
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offensive material, and confining the patient for the next twenty 
hours to chicken water or beef tea. 

If, with these symptoms, the pulse .be accelerated, or full, and 
tense, and especially if there be a throbbing at the temples, blood 
should be abstracted, to an amount sufficient to restore the natu- 
ral force of the arterial system. When this is accomplished, the 
“ nervous medicines 99 just enumerated, may be given with ad- 
vantage, if the bleeding has not relieved the palpitation. 

Where this complaint is habitual at these periods, and particu- 
larly when it observes a pretty regular movement, much advan- 
tage is found from taking a small tea-spoonful of the Liq. Anod. 
Hoffm., about half an hour before it comes on.* If the period of 
attack be in the evening about bed time, this remedy should not 
be neglected, as it will almost certainly relieve the sensation and 
procure sleep. 

If this complaint come on at any period of the day, or is pro- 
voked at any time by slight causes, we have found much advan- 
tage from a pretty steady use of the following tinctures : — 

Tinct. Valerian vol. ) .. 2 , M 

Castor \ M - 

Of this, a tea-spoonful in sweetened^water, may be taken three 
or four times a day ; or whenever the palpitation is troublesome. 
In. the second place, if palpitation be unaccompanied by nervous 
sensations; if there be headach* flushed face; giddiness of the 
head; and if these be increased upon rising up ; if a sense of ful- 
ness in the head, with a feeling of oppression about the chest; and 
if sleep be disturbed by unpleasant dreams, we shall find, almost 
always, that the arterial system is too much loaded ; the pulse 
will be found tense, full, or creeping ; irregular, and sluggish ; 


* We feel it & duty to express our idignation at the almost constant substitn* 
tlon of diluted vitriolic ether, for the valuable artiele called Hoffman's Anodyne 
Liquor. This imposition upon the public, has mainly arisen from three causes : 
1st. On the part of the manufacturer, who wishes to make as much profit as pos- 
sible, out of an artiolc in very common use, the purity of which, but too few nie- 
dioal practitioners know haw to ascertain. In the genuine liquor, there is an in- 
dispensable ingredient, called the “ oil of wine,* 1 of wbiob the spurious does not 
contam a drop. The oil of wine is easily detected, by mixing a few drops of the 
liquor with water, and if the oil be present, the water becomes instantly milky, 
as the oil is insoluble in water. We viould recommend this test to the medical 
practitioner; and if the milky appearance does not take place, let him reject the 
article. 2dly, To Mr. Brande having lately declared; that in effect, there was no 
difference between the spurious and the genuine liquor; than which there cannot 
well be a greater 'error. The first has all the properties of diluted ether — stimulating 
and heating: whereas the other is soothing and tranquillizing beyond any other 
substance, in certain cases, with whictrwe are acquainted. 3dly, To the parsimo- 
nious conduct of the practitioner himself; of whom the manufacturer complains, 
that he will not give the price for the genuine article, the last is rsprehensihly 
Sordid, if not palpably dishonest. 
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which nothing will relieve, but the loss of blood, gentle purging, 
and an abstemious diet. 

Should stimulating remedies be given, as is too common, un- 
der the persuasion that weakness is the cause; or that all nervous 
affections are to be treated by stimuli, much mischief may ensue; 
such as intense headach, fever, and sometimes, even convulsions* 

Mr. Burns says, that H Roderic 4 Castro prescribes a draught 
of hot water.” This remedy, we have learnt, is sometimes very 
efficacious; it must be, however, only when the stomach is in 
some manner or other the cause of the affection. When this 
complaint is accompanied by nausea or vomitings, the hot water 
may be serviceable, as it is very successful in allaying gastric 
irritation. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


OF THE DISPLACEMENTS OF THE UTERUS. 

Under this head, we might very properly place every devia- 
tion from the natural position of this organ. But to do this agree- 
ably to the exact meaning of the words “ natural position,” would 
require an extreme degree of minuteness of description, as well 
as a most useless division of the different portions of the vagina. 
We shall, therefore, not consider any deviation of position of this 
organ, as coming within the meaning of “ displacement,” that is 
not attended with more or less inconvenience to the patient. I 
shall, however, confine myself, in the present work, to the “ pro- 
lapsus Qteri,” and the chronic inversion of this organ ; having 
treated of the several other displacements pretty fully in my f 
“ System of Midwifery.” 


Sect. I . — On Prolapsus of the uterus . 

.Notwithstanding the uterus has four ligaments*, purporting to 
suppoit and sustain it in situ, yet they so ill perform this office, 
as to render it very doubtful whether such was the express inten- 
tion of nature in their formation — certain it is, the uterus is sub- 
ject to the impulses of the abdominal viscera % to the pressure of 
the distended bladder; and to the. influence of the loaded rectum 
and sigmoid flexion of the colon, and we might add, to Ihe in- 
fluence of it 9 . o W n internal weight after, conception. Besides,* 
many other causes may tend to produce this displacement; as 
a fl®> blows, deliveiy, fluor albus, severe coughs, &c. 
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Gardien* makes three degrees of prolapsus; namely, 1st, re- 
laxation of the uterus; 2d, descent, or falling of the uterus; 3d, 
the precipitation of the uterus. These distinctions are not en- 
tirely useless in practice; for though they are only different de- 
grees of the same affection, they yet require a little difference in 
the mode of treatment. 

“ In the first degree, the inconveniences arise from the in- 
crease of size of the uterus; and are confined to a disagreeable 
dragging towards the groin and the umbilicus. In the second 
degree, the woman complains of a sensation of weight about the 
fundament, and a dragging about the groin, back, and umbilicus, 
which are more severe than in the first degree, and are augment- 
ed when the woman is on her feet, or walks. If a horizontal po- 
sition be observed for some time, it always affords relief ; and the 
woman every morning would think herself cured, did she not 
know from experience, all those symptoms would return after ex- 
ercise or standing. In the third degree, the uterus becomes en- 
gaged more or less in the os externum, and sometimes even 
escapes from the vulva.” 

“ In this case, it draws the vagina with it, which turns upon 
itself.” " In this last degree, all the symptoms just enumerated 
are increased ; the woman feels a nisus, or bearing down effort 
at the anus and neck of the bladder, in consequence of the uterus 
being engaged in the external parts, thereby compressing the rec- 
tum and bladder. But if the uterus escape through the external 
parts, the symptoms last mentioned are less severe, or are found 
to moderate, when this takes place; but the pain in the back, and 
the dragging about the groin, increase, in consequence of the 
fundus of the uterus being still lower,” p. 179. 

Of the many casualties to which- the uterus is liable, the pro- 
lapsus may be considered as the most frequent, as well as the 
most troublesome, though not the most dangerous. This dis- 

K lacement may take place at almost any period of life; for we 
ave witnessed it in the aged matron, and have prescribed for it 
in the youthful virgin. 

Dr. Campbell (Introd. to the Study of Mid.) p. 445, says, “ No 
age, however, is exempt ; for the author once encountered com- 
plete protrusion in a female of twenty-one, who, it was said, la- 
boured under it for more than two years.” 

Capurin tells us of a case of prolapsus, in a girl of fourteen. 
To this I can bear witness, from my own experience; for one of 
the most severe cases of this kind I ever witnessed, was in a 
girl of this age. These are important facts; and will lead to the, 
detection (by a proper examination) of the cause of a variety ofj. 
severe symptoms, the origin of which were from this cause, butt 

* TraP£ Comp. p. 179. 

^ . 
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which would defy explanation, without the necessary explora- 
tions. 

When we consider how imperfectly the ligaments attached to 
the uterus sustain it in situ ; and when we reflect upon the fre- 
quency of debilitating discharges from the vagina, sapping as it 
were the very foundation of its support, we need neither be sur- 
prised at its often occurrence, nor at the obstinacy of this dis- 
tressing complaint. Fluor albus may be looked upon as one of 
the most frequent causes of prolapsus: it relaxes the vagina, and 
makes it yield to the weight of the superincumbent uterus, or to 
the impulses of the abdominal viscera. Ifiave already remark- 
ed, that neither the broad nor the round ligaments, seem calcu- 
lated to sustain the uterus in its natural position; and if this be 
so, we must look to some other part for the support of this or-^ 
gan — and this is the vagina itself. This office of the vagina may" 
be deduced from the manner in which it is united to the uterus, J 
and the mode in which that canal is joined to the rectum and 
bladder. The whole of this arrangement gives at once the idea, 
that the vagina is the efficient support of the uterus.— It then fol- 
lows, that whatever is capable of weakening the foundation, will 
tend to injure the superstructure; hence, leucorrhoea ; freque*£ 
deliveries ;* too early rising after delivery; very large children j 
a very large pelvis ; habitual coughs; severe pukings, and ill-ton-' 
ducted instrumental deliveries, may all tend to this end, by de- 
stroying the natural tone of this part, either by the debilitating 
effects of an immoderate discharge, or by the vagina being 
overstretched ; thus preventing the return of its natural firmness 
and resiliency; or by the frequently repeated concussions this 
part must suffer,* from the abdominal viscera, by coughing and 
vomiting. 

The degree of precipitation to which the uterus may be liable, 
will depend uporr the extent of injury the vagina may hdVe sus- 
tained, from the causes just enumerated ; ana will vary, from a 
slight depression, to an entire displacement: therefore, in some 
cases, it will be but barely within the os externum* . „ v 

The symptoms which characterize this complaint, will be mo- 
dified by the greater or less descent of the uterus in the vagina— 
they will be intense in proportion, (caeteris paribus,) to the ex- 
tent of the displacement ; but in all there will be a sense of some- 

* It has been declared by Mr» Roberton, that “ the great distention which the 

vagina endures in giving passage |o the child’* head for Ihe first time, is produc- 
tive of more temporary injury to the canal, and the neighbouring textures, than, 
happens in a subsequent delivery; and, hence, ehsuei a condition of parU favouring 
the descent of the uterue and bladder .** We are of opinion there is some error ib 
this statement, as it is a fact well known to every experienced practitioner, that 
these pails never recover their former condition with so mueh certainty as after a 
first labour. 
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thing sinking in the vagina, as if the perineum were sustaining 
an unusual weight; with a dragging sensation about the hips and 
loins; a desire to make water, sometimes without the ability to 
do so; or if it do pass, it is reluctantly and oftentimes painfully 
hot — a sense of faintness, and occasionally a number of nervous 
or hysterical feelings and alarms, which almost overwhelm the 
patient. A pressure, and a feeling about the rectum resembling 
a slight tenesmus, sometimes importunately demand the patient's 
attention, which, if she obey, almost always end in unavailing 
efforts. The pain in the back is sometimes extremely distressing 
while the patient is on her feet; and gives to her walk the ap- 
pearance of weakness in her lower extremities* A benumbing 
sensation shoots down the thighs ; especially when the woman first 
rises upon her feet; or when she changes this position for a hori- 
zontal one. In some few instances, the woman is obliged to 
throw her body very much in advance; or is obliged to support 
herself by placing her hands upon her thighs when she attempts 
to walk. But these unpleasant symptoms subside almost im- 
mediately if she indulge in a recumbent posture, and this circum- 
stance pretty strongly designates the disease* 

In addition to the inconveniences we have just stated, there is 
always from the vagina, more or less discharge of a purulent ap- 
pearance: this, in severe cases, is frequently tinged with blood, 
and occasionally is offensive. In addition to this, we often find 
the menses suffer some derangement: they are almost always 
more abundant, and sometimes more frequent than they should 
be — this, with the accompanying leucorrhcea, very often reduces 
the woman's strength to a very low ebb; and, if not relieved, 
entails upon her permanent ill health. 

In married women, this complaint, when excessive, is often 
detected by the pain that coition is almost sure to inflict; and 
this becomes oftentimes one of the most powerful inducements 
with the female to apply for relief. 

Notwithstanding the diagnostics of a prolapsed uterus arc so 
strongly and decidedly marked, yet they are not sufficiently so, 
to warrant us in taking it for granted : we should never, but from 
a careful examination, pronounce this complaint to be positively 
present, lest we commit an error, as once happened to myself. 
I was consulted by a lady, who had long suffered almost every 
symptom recorded above; I pronounced her disease to be a pro- 
lapsus of the uterus; and without an examination per vaginam, 
had a pessary made for its support — but, to my sad mortification, 
when I was about to apply it, a careful examination proved that 
no such condition existed, and that all the unpleasant symptoms 
had arisen from a thickening of the neck of the bladder. 

In No. II. page 157, of North Amer. Arch., we find the follow- 
ing denunciation of the pessary, as a cure or relief of prolapsus 
19 
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uterus. “In such cases, all the usual contrivances, from the 
simple sponge, up to the most complex machinery, will be in- 
effectual, and cannot be borne by the patient. Any foreign body 
introduced into the vagina, will give rise to an augmented mu- 
cous secretion, and occasion ulceration and offensive discharges. 
On this account, it will be difficult to induce the individual to 
persevere in the use of the instrument; the disease will continue 
to increase, and will finally assume a more formidable character. 
This will be especially the case, should the patient belong to the 
labouring classes. Such individuals cannot maintain the erect 
posture for any length of time without increasing the tendency 
of the organ to descend : as they cannot pursue their avocations 
while using the ordinary instruments, without suffering conside- 
rable pain, they are apt to lay them aside, and neglect their con- 
dition. The prolapsed parts, will, therefore, become ulcerated, 
and indurated, and run into incurable disorganization ; and finally, 
the constitution of the patient will be worn out and exhausted by 
fever and emaciation, and death will close the scene.” 

It will be naturally asked, what does Dr. F. himself propose 
for the cure of this common, and oftentimes serious evil. We 
will show what is his substitute in his own words, and let our 
readers draw their own conclusions of the merits of the two 
plans. 

“All these difficulties may be obviated and the disease effect- 
ually cured by episioraphy, which is an operation instituted with 
the view of accomplishing an ^adhesion between the labia, and 
thus securing a natural barrier, by which the uterus and vagina 
will be prevented from prolapsing. 

“ The operation is exceedingly simple, and is performed in the 
following manner. The patient is placed upon a table in the 
same way as for the operation of lithotomy , except that the 
hands and feet need not be tied . The operator seizes one 
labium between the thumb and fingers of his left hand , and 9 
with a sharp*pointed bistoury , commences an incision about 
two fingers * breadth below the upper commissure 9 and one 
finger's breadth from the margin of the labium itself This 
cut must be carried by a bold sweep of the knife to the four • 
chelte, where it should terminate with a slight inclination in* 
wards. In this manner a slip of the labium will be removed 
of the tyreadlh of one finger. JBy a similar procedure , a por* 
tion of the other labium , of the same size, must be excised \ 
taking care to unite the two incisions about a finger's breadth 
below the four chette, at an acute angle , and include a portion 
of that freenum. After securing the bleeding vessels, and 
arresting the oozing qf blood from the spongy tissue , by 
sponging the part with cold water , the lips are to be brought 
together by suture in the common way. Previously to doing 
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this, however, the operator should examine carefully the con- 
dition of the vagina and uterus, and if they require replacing, 
adjust them; and, to maintain them in their situation, introduce 
a piece of soft sponge, previously oiled, and transfixed by a liga- 
ture, to withdraw it when necessary. The sutures must then be 
drawn close, and the edges properly approximated as low as the 
fourchette, which will generally require from ten to twelve liga- 
tures. The dressings should be simple, and secured by a T 
bandage. As it is desirable to obtain union by the first intention, 
and the contact of the urine might prevent it, it should be drawn 
off for the first few days, by the catheter. The aperture which 
is left above , will be sufficient to give vent to the menstrual 
discharge , and the mucus of the vagina , and map, even, the 
consummation of the venereal act . Should conception take 
place, it will be easy, by means of a small incision, to make 
room for the passage of the child / J' 9 

This horrible, severe, and ill-described operation, is seriously 
proposed by Dr. F. as a substitute for the simple, successful, and 
easily managed pessary. 

We confess we were much startled by the reading of the above 
serious and wonderfully mischievous effects of the pessary — es- 
pecially as we have applied many hundreds of these instruments 
within the last five and forty years; and in no one instance of 
this extensive experience, and, we will add, careful observation, 
have we in a single instance, observed either of the mischievous 
consequences named by Dr. Frick. If we have witnessed such 
effects, it must have arisen from the bad structure of the instru- 
ment itself, an unskilful mode of applying it, or from the cases 
being of an improper kind for the use of the pessary, and not as 
a necessary consequence of this instrument, considered as a re- 
medial agent for the relief of prolapsus uteri. Our experience has 
long since taught us, that a well-constructed pessary, properly in- 
troduced, and the uterus and vagina free from inflammation, 
scirrhus, or any other morbid alteration of structure, is not only 
a safe, but a highly valuable remedy in this change of location 
of the uterus, and that, so far from causing the evils so formida- 
bly presented by Dr. F., that it has proved not only a complete 
remedy for prolapsus, but, in several cases, for leucorrhcea, that 
had resisted other remedies. For, in some instances, this de- 
ranged position of the uterus, acts as an irritant to the mucous 
membrane of the vagina. 

A pessary of proper construction, is the only efficient remedy 
for this complaint — it should be as well fitted to the parts as the 
nature of things will permit ; for much depends upon its proper 
adjustment. The one I prefer, I have given a drawing of; it is 
to be considered but as a modification of the circular elastic gum 
pessary, or rather that of Levret. I made the alteration many 
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years ago, and I have every reason to be satisfied with it. It is 
formed of silver, strongly gilt ; it is hollow, and pierced with a cen- 
tral hole of only sufficient size to permit the escape of the dis- 
charges incident to the parts. There are three different sizes, 
one larger than the one of which a drawing is given, and one 
smaller — the medium size is most frequently required. The dif- 
ference in size is only one eighth of an inch ; either in addition or 
in reduction. See plate XII. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Hopkinson, pessaries of many sizes, 
have been made of glass, which have been found, upon several 
years’ experience, to answer, perhaps, even better than the gilt. 
1st. They are very much cheaper; 2dly. They are never acted 
upon by the secretions of the vagina; 3dly. They are much more 
easily procured. The only objection I have found to the glass 
pessary, is its extreme smoothness — this, however, is easily ob- A 
viated, by exposing it to the action of the vapour of the fluoric 
acid, as prepared by Dr. Goddard. 

When this is to be placed, care should be taken that the bowels 
of the patients shall have been freely opened, and the urine passed ; 
and also, that she should have kept her bed for an hour or two 
previously to the operation. She must be placed perfectly hori- 
zontally on the bed, and near its edge — the parts lubricated, as * 
well as the instrument, with hog’s lard; the labia must be sepa- 
rated by a couple of fingers; one placed on each labium,* and the 
pessary then pressed gently, but firmly, against the os externum, 
directing the force downwards towards the internal surface of 
the perineum, and backwards in the direction of the vagina; but 
in such a manner as shall make the introduced edge look to- 
wards one of the sacro-iliac junctions.! We continued press the 
instrument forwards in the course just pointed out, until the whole 
of it is received into the vagina. Then the finger must give it a 
transverse direction; or, in other words, the breadth of the pes- . 
sary must correspond with the small diameter of the inferior 
strait: this is easily effected ; and we can judge whether it be 
well placed by feeling for the hole in its centre, which must al- 
ways correspond with the axis of the vagina. 

The next consideration is to ascertain whether the neck of the 
uterus is placed in the excavation of the instrument ; (for it must, 
be remembered, it should be introduced so that its hollow face 
shall look upwards.) This may be known by passing the finger 
over the edge which is under the symphysis pubis, and depress- 
ing it a little; the finger will then readily delect the position of 
the neck of the uterus; and, should it not be found in the centre 

* It is generally best to use the left hand for this purpose. See note following. 

t It will generally be found most convenient for the operator to have the right 
side of his patient next to him ; as, in this position, he will command the intro- 
duction of the pessary with his right hand. 
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of the pessary, it can readily be drawn there by the extremity of 
the finger. When this is adjusted, we take care that the trans- 
verse position of the instrument be exact, before we withdraw the 
finger ; the woman may now be permitted to get up.* 

The proper size of the instrument is a matter of considerable 
consequence; and we cannot always determine a priori, which of 
the sizes will answer best — if it be too large, it will give pain; 
and, if too small, it will escape, perhaps, on the first effort to go 
to stool. We can ascertain when too large, by its producing 
much uneasiness in the parts, and by the difficulty of introducing 
it: should this happen, it must be removed, and one of a smaller 
size introduced. And for fear the instrument be too small, we 
should direct the patient not to go to the privy, for a day or two, 
lest it escape from her, and be lost. 

The relief afforded by the introduction of the pessary, in many 
instances, is immediate; but, if not, it is almost always secured, 
in a short time, if the instrument be of a proper size, and well ad- 
justed. It may be proper to remark, that the pessary will do no 
good, where the perineum has been destroyed by laceration. 

Before I employ the pessary, I almost always, if there be 
much leucorrhcea, but not otherwise, and when the time can be 
commanded, make use of astringent injections for two or three 
weeks, with very decided advantage — the best, perhaps, is a so- 
lution of alum in the proportion of a half ounce to a pint of wa- 
ter; and, after the instrument is adjusted, a few syringes full of 
fine soap and water should be thrown up the vagina daily — if 
the gilt pessary be employed, it will need removal but very 
rarely; not oftener than once in two, or perhaps three months ;f 
this gives it a very decided advantage over every other. The 
period it must be worn, must necessarily depend upon, 1st. The 
inveteracy of the disease; 2d. The extent of the displacement ; 
3d. The employment of the patient; 4th. The greater or less 
disposition to fluor albus. As a general rule with young women, 
where the complaint has not been of long standing, from three to 
four months will sometimes be sufficient — it will, of course require 
a longer time, where the woman is more aged, and where the 
complaint is of long standing — one of my patients wore the in- 

* Iri some instance.**, wc have found it best to confine the patient to a horizontal 
po*!iiou fo r three or four days, with the intention of giving the pessary an opportu. 
nity of bedding itself in the vagina. This is particularly necessary, where there is 
much sensibility in the parts, or where the instrument causes n liule uneasiness 
after its introduction, though it well fits tho passage. 

t Indeed, it is not always necessary to remove it so often; we have had many 
patients, who have worn tho gilt pessary for six months, and sometimes even longer, 
without having it removed. This is fortunate for the patient, as it spares much 
moral pain. And the glass one can be worn even longer, without any disadvan* 
Isge. 

• - 19* - - •‘jBcr. 
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strflme&t a yea*; but this Was the longest time I have known it to 
be required.* 

Besides the inconveniences just related, this condition of the 
uterus gives rise to a fixed pain in one of the sides, but especially 
the left, which bid* defiance to all general as well as local appli- 
. oations, hitherto employed for its removal. 

- Larrey, the celebrated French surgeon, proposes a very different 
pathology of this complaint as well as mode of treatment. He 

S ys, itHs owing to two causes, either an asthenic (debilitated) 
ickening of the uterine parietes or an elongation of the liga- 
* raents, and proposes for its cure* that the loins, groin, and other 
adjacent parts, should be cupped. After this, h#^plies a moxa 
to each cupped spot, and this may safely be* repeated : this to be 
aided by a horizontal posture, elevation of the pelvis, and flexion 
of the lower extremities; cold astringent applications, and injec- 
tions, lavements, and a mild, nutritious diet. He aifirms he has 
made permanent cures in this way. 

In the complaint now alluded to, and which we shall exemplify 
by cases, no suspicion was entertained by the practitioners, who 
pra^ddfty had had the care of them, that it depended upon the 
prolapsed condition of the womb; and it is but a few years since 0 
I was myself aware of it. But, as this complaint is more com- 
mon than is generally suspected, and as it cannot be removed, so 
far as 1 know, but by the use of the pessary; and, especially, as 
I have, since the publication of the cases about to follow, received 
various communications and thanks for their promulgation* I 
have thought it proper to detail them in this place* that the atten- 
tion of practitioners might be directed to its consideration. 

Case I. Mrs. T., aged thirty^six years, applied for my advice, 
for a severe pain in the left side, immediately under the margin 
of the false ribs, extending ta the spine of the ileum of the same 
side. She informed me she had had this for several years, with 
more or less severity, and for which she had undergone severe 
medical treatment, such as bleeding, purging, blistering, leeching; 
&c., without the slightest benefit. TJJie pain was not increased 
by respiration, pressure, or motion, but some relief was constantly 
experienced upon lying down, and, especially, as the night ad- 
vanced. She could lie in any position without any increase of 
inconvenience, but fek most comfortable in a bent posture. 

1 prescribed for her a variety of medicines, with no better sue* 


* Since writing the above, I have found several patients extremely reluctant to 
part with the. pessary, after there was every reason to believe it might have been 
removed without any inconvenience following it.. Two others have had the pessa. 
rjr restored* declaring they felt so much more secure with U — but none have com* 
plained of pain, after the few first days, however long retained.- In two or three 
other instances, they have been removed at the seventh month of pregnancy, bci,ng 
no longer of any use as a support to the uterus. These cases show, that imp/cg 
nation takes place, notwithstanding the presence of the pessary. 
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cess than those who had preceded me; and began seriously to 
despair of being in any way useful to her, when, thinking the 
leucorrhcea, with which she was severely afflicted, might have 
some agency in weakening her, and believing this, from the de- 
scription of her feelings, to arise from a prolapsed uterus, I men- 
tioned my suspicious to her, and stated the propriety of an exa- 
mination to ascertain the fact. — To this she submitted ; and the 
uterus was found low in the vagina. 

I ordered her astringent injections, which were persevered in 
for three weeks, with as much advantage as I had contemplated 
— for the only benefit I expected from them, was to give a tem- 
porary tone to the vagina, before I should introduce a pessary. 

At the end of three weeks, I introduced a gilt pessary, and de- 
sired my patient to place herself upon her feet — this she did, and 
declared she felt much more comfortable than she was wont to 
do when she arose from her bed ; and observed, that for the first 
time for several years, she was free from the pain in her side. 
Believing this to be accidental, I paid but little attention to the 
declaration at the moment — but upon my visiting her the next 
day, she assured me she had no return of it whatever, nor has 
she had to this moment. 

This case made a strong impression upon me; especially as I 
could call to mind several similar instances of affections of the 
side, in which I had failed to give relief; and it made me deter- 
mine, should another case of painful side occur, to inquire imme- 
diately into the slate of the uterus. It was not long before this 
opportunity presented itself in a lady from the West Indies. 

Case II. Mrs. D. had, for several years, (five,) been much af* 
dieted by a train of severe nervous affections — she would, fre- 
quently, from the slightest causes, be thrown into violent hyste- 
rical paroxysms, which required considerable time to calm. 
She had a fixed pain in the left side, which would occasionally 
appear to swell, and become extremely painful to the touch — 
when this took place, she was almost certain that hysteria would 
follow. Her appetite was good, but her stomach could only 
digest certain articles — her bowels were constipated, and she had 
a profuse leucorrhcea of a purulent appearance. She was con- 
siderably reduced in flesh, and much debilitated. 

She had tried a variety of remedies in the West Indies for the 
local affection of the side — she had been repeatedly bled and 
blistered, without the smallest advantage — took mercury to a 
considerable extent — was freely purged and puked — but to no 
purpose. When the pain was unusually severe, it was considered 
as spasm of the stomach. From the detail of her symptoms, I 
was led, however, to suspect a prolapsus of the uterus, and in- 
quired whether that opinion had been given by her physicians at 
home — but she said it never had been suggested ; it was consi- 
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dared* as air affection of die stomach altogether, and all remedies 
were addressed to it, either directly or indirectly. 

I proposed an examination per vaginam, to which she very 
reluctantly consented — but that examination confirmed my first 
suspicion of her ease. I ordered her the tincture of canth&rides^ 
and some astringent injections — also, small, but daily doses of 
rhubarb; and continued this plan for nearly three weeks. At the 
end tff this time*I placed the pessary. She was almost instantly 
relieved from the usual symptoms attending a prolapsed uterus, 
and also the afflicting pain in her side. 

Experiencing such immediate relief, and the almost total ex- 
emption from her nervous feelings, she becart^p careless, and al- 
lowed her bowels to become, as they were wont to do, exces- 
sively costive; and in an effort to relieve herself, she discharge*? 
the pessary. This accident she concealed from her friends, until 
a recurrence of all her former inconveniences and pain, forced 
her to a confession. I was immediately sent for, and the loss of 
the pessary was made known to me. 1 placed another, and she 
again was restored to comfort; and now is in the most perfect 
heajih. She is no longer troubled with hysteria— ^palpitation of 
the-lfeart — or any of her former nervous sensations. She can eat 
without selection, and her bowels are perfectly regular; and we 
may now add, that she has borne two children since. 

Case HI. I was requested to visit Mrs. 1\, who was repre- 
sented to be suffering very much from an habitual colic. Not 
being well, my friend, Dr. Knight, kindly visited her for me, 
and prescribed a dose of laudanum, &c., which procured her a 
tolerably good night’s rest. I saw her the next morning, and 
found her labouring under the distressing after-effects of the lau- 
danum, but comparatively easy. She gave the following his* 
lory of her complaint. She was attacked about twelve years 
before with a pain in her left side, which was occasionally so se- 
vere as to produce hysteria, and other disagreeable nervous af- 
fections. The pain was not augmented by pressure, cough, or 
respiration. She would swell sometimes very suddenly, and 
when this happened the pain was increased. She was much in- 
commoded by exercise, or much standing, and if either were 
continued too long, it would occasion faintness, and a great deal * 
of pain. When this took place, she would be obliged to go to 
bed, take laudanum, and be unable to rise for several days. She 
had leuconhcea to a great extent — was much debilitated— ex- 
tremely pale — her appetite feeble — and her digestion bad. - 

She was much afflicted with headach, and pain in her back— 
also with a severe numbness down the thighs, after standing 
awhile upon her feet. She had tried a great many remedies 
for the period above stated, and she considered herself growing 
worse daily. 
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Suspecting a prolapsus of the uterus, to be the cause of her 
complaints, I proposed to ascertain it, to which she readily con- 
sented. The uterus was found very low; the os uteri could be 
felt just within the labia. I procured a pessary, and introduced 
it immediately, without any previous preparation, as she was 
obliged to go to New York, her place of abode, the next day. 
She was instantly relieved by the pessary; and declared herself 
in five minutes after its application, to be perfectly free from all 
pain and inconvenience, and is now in perfect health. 

Case IY. Mrs. L. a very delicate woman aged twenty-eight, 
after a premature labour, attended with a great expenditure of 
blood, was attacked with a severe cough, which seemed to 
threaten phthisis. She was, however, relieved of the cough, by 
a persevering use of remedies, and change of air ; but there re- 
mained a fixed pain in the left side; a sense of bearing down in 
the pelvis, and a strong desire to make water, whenever she 
stood upon her feet. 1 was convinced she laboured under a pro- 
lapsus, and mentioned this opinion to her friends. She would 
hot, however, submit to having it tested, but permitted an old 
nurse to prescribe leeching to her side, followed by blistering; 
as she experienced no advantage from these remedies, she was 
at length prevailed upon to allow an examination per vaginam. 

I was accordingly requested to visit her again, and to make 
the proposed search — this proved the uterus prolapsed. After 
due preparation, as above suggested, I applied a pessary, and she 
was immediately relieved, and continues well to this moment. 

These cases most satisfactorily prove, that the consequences 
of a prolapsed uterus are sometimes more extensive and severe 
than have hitherto been suspected ; and also teach us, under 
circumstances like those detailed above, to make the necessary 
inquiries into the condition of the uterus. 1 will not pretend to 
account for the pain in the left side when it occurs there, for it 
is not invariably the seat of this sympathetic affection, though 
certainly the most frequent : it has prevailed in four consecutive 
cases; but these should not by any means be considered as suf- 
ficient to establish a rule.* 

Since the above cases were published, a number of similar 
ones have occurred, of greater or less severity, all of which have 
been relieved by the same means. In one instance, a complete 
retention of urine attended; and so permanent was it, and so 
often repeated, that the husband was under the necessity of learn- 
ing the mode of introducing the catheter, that he might give 
immediate assistance. The relief afforded by the pessary, was 
instantaneous and effectual. 

* I thick it probable, that the seat of the painftil affection of the left side, bin 
the spleen ; as this viscos is known to sympathise largely tjrith the uterus. 
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^The circular form of the pessary I employ, I find answers per- 
Jectly well, as regards its mechanical properties ; it does not press 
too violently upon the neck of the bladder, or rectum. AH that 
is essential to be observed, is its size; it should be neither too 
large, nor too small. Many have preferred the oval pessary ; 
thinking it allowed more room for the neck of the bladder, and 
for the occasional distention of the rectum. But as we have 
never witnessed any advantage to arise from this shape, asr re- 
gards the objects just stated; and as the small ends of the oval 
instrument are more easily acted upon than the circular, and in 
consequence more easily displaced ; we give, after many trials, 
the preference to the circular form. Garden $fcvs, pes- 
saire de forme ronde est plus facile a placer: if est en outre 
moins sujet a sortir,” p. 183. * 4 

Gardien speaks of replacing the uterus in the first and second 
degree, by means of the finger introduced into the vagina, and 
pushing up this organ ; and then confining the woman for some 
time to a horizontal position: and after all fear of inflammation 
has passed, to tifrow up cold astringent injections into the va* 
gina; and lays some stress upon the efficacy of sulphur waters 
for^his purpose. f 

Of this plan we can say nothing satisfactory from our own 
experience ; it may succeed in certain recent cases, but must be 
totally inadequate to relieve a prolapsus of long standing. He 
objects to the use of pessaries, until every other means has been 
tried ; and appears to entertain many apprehensions of the action 
of these instruments, which we are certain, from long experience, 
are ill-founded, provided they are properly constructed, judi- 
ciously used, ana not employed when it is an “irritable womb,** 
that is down. See art. “ Of the Irritable Uterus.*’ 

In some cases, a subsequent pregnancy and delivery have 
cured a moderate prolapsus. We have, in a number of instances, 
recommended this mode of cure, and sometimes it has succeeded 
perfectly. To succeed by this plan, however, requires a long 
perseverance; to which patients, ig general, will not submit, how- 
ever strongly we may urge its importance. This method re- 
quires an almost exclusive confinement to a horizontal position 
after delivery, for six or eight weeks, (Gardien says, four or five; 
but we have never seen so short a confinement succeed.) The 
woman must be careful how she passes her water, or voids per 
anum ; that is, she rniust not strain or make strong efforts for 
these purposes. : . .. 
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Sect. II. — Of the Chronic Inversion of the Uterus .* 

We shall, in the present work, con6ne ourselves to treating of 
the Chronic Inversion of the Uterus; or that condition in which 

it remains after its complete inversion, where it was impossible to 
restore it, and where the woman has escaped the dangers which 
the acute or immediate inversion, threatened her. We omit here 
the antecedent condition, together with its mode of treatment, be- 
cause it seems to belong exclusively to a system of midwifery. 

The consequences resulting from the complete inversion of the 
uterus, are by no means trifling, should the woman even escape 
with life. She will necessarily remain for a long time weak, not 
only from what she had suffered from pain, but also from the loss 
of blood which attended the acute stage of the inversion. She 
will be liable, for a long time, to a sanguineous discharge from 
the surface of the uterus, as well as to a leucorrhceal one from 
the vagina. In consequence of which she may become hectical, 
and die from exhaustion. Great care is required on the part of 
the woman, that she may not even suffer much, from the neglect 
of cleanliness. f 

It will be seen, by referring to case second, J that the catame- 
nial discharge may continue with perfect regularity for some 
time. It will then cease, most probably, from the influence of the 
external air upon the body and fundus of the inverted organ, by 
altering the arrangement of its secreting surface. 

Astringent injections have been recommended, and they have 
been found useful; more, perhaps, from deterging the parts, than 
from any other influence. They should, however, always be em- 
ployed ; or at least injections of some kind should be regularly per- 
severed in, so long as the discharge continues to be too abundant 
from the vagina. 

One remarkable circumstance attends the inversion of the ute- 
rus, which is, that it disqualifies the woman for conception, at 


♦ I have confined myself, in this place, as hinted before, to the chronic condi- 
tion of the uterus after inversion ; having, in my System of Midwifery, treated at 
large upon the acute er recent inversion. 

t We were lately called in consultation to a recent case of “ Inversion/' The 
sufferings of the patient had been great, and the hetnorrhagy exhausting. Upon 
examination, the inversion was found to be complete, and the flooding much abated, 
though the discharge was still considerable. Rest, nourishing diet, astringent in- 
jections, the extract of ralhany, &c., were prescribed with considerable advantage 
for a time ; but about every two or three weeks there would be a return of hemor- 
rbagy, which would continue with more or less violence for several days. In this 
way, things went on for about five months, by which time the patient became so 
reduced, tnat it was resolved, in consultation, that the uterus should be removed 
by ligature, as the only chance for life-*but the patient died before the operation 
could be performed, 
t See System of Midwifery, p. 516. 
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least for a uterine one ; if she be able to conceive at all. This, 
however, appears to be, as it ought ; and must be considered as an 
act of great beneficence on the part of the Creator: for, did the 
woman conceive, to .what misery would she be doomed at its 
completion ? I know of no instance, where impregnation has taken 
place after an inversion of the uterus. 

Gardien observes, “ Les femmes dont la matrioe n’a pas 6t6 
reduite dans les premiers temps sont probablement inhabiles a la 
conception: cependant, une observation communiques au Profes- 
seur Baudelocque par M. Chevreul, m^d^cin d’Angers, semble- 
rait indiquer que la conception peut , encore s'opdrer dans Pune 
des trompes dont les extremites marines s’ouvrent dans le va- 
gin.” — Vol. iii. p. 312, This observation is so unsatisfactory, 
for want of detail, that it would not be safe to consider it, even 
as his opinion, that it was an instance of conception^ after tha, 
inversion of the uterus. Besides, he has not indicated from 
whence he derived the case, that more light might be received 
on this point.* 

A woman who has an unreduced uterus, does not necessarily 
die suddenly, or even eventually from this cause} since, a few 
rare cases are upon record, where, after such an accident, they 
have enjoyed for some time, a tolerable share of health : this was 
the case with Mrs. P., in case second, before referred to; the 
only one which has occurred in my practice, of an unrestored 
uterus after an inversion.! I have seen altogether but eight cases ; 
three of which were fatal; two., to this moment remain invert- 
ed; and the three others were reduced pretty soon after the acci- 
dent. 

The fatal termination of this disease, in a vast majority of 
cases, seems, however, to be rather the result of improper treat- 
ment, than the necessary consequence of the accident itself. From 
what we have seen of this complaint, we are certain that much is 
in the power of a well-instructed practitioner, to prevent a fatal, 
or even a hazardous termination : for the disease, we repeat, is by 
no means necessarily fatal.J t 

Experience sufficiently proves, that in by far the greater num- 

• It ia much to be regretted, that we have not a more satisfactory account of this 
case, than the one given by Gardien; for, if it be as is stated, it is of much physio- 
logical consequence; inasmuch as it settles, beyond dispute, that the direct con- 
veyance of the semen through the ob uteri, is not the mode by which impregnation 
takes places But I do not feel myself disposed to take advantage of a statement so 
general as the above certainly is, to enforce what I have so frequently urged 
against the doctrine of the direct conve/hnce of the semen, and thus indirectly 
strengthen speculation on the subject. 

t Since the above was written, I have met with another instance of complete 
inversion, and which has now become chronic. See System of Midwifery, art. Inver- 
sion of the Uterus, p. 464. 

t Rnysch, however, says, M If this accident be not immediately remedied, death 
presently follows/* Obs. X. 
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ber of instances, the uterus may be restored, if the proper mo- 
ment be seized, and the operation be properly conducted ; for cer- 
tain it is, that the complete inversion rarely takes place at once, 
unless it be from ^ome improper manoeuvre executed upon the 
placenta; a circumstance, which cannot well happen in the hands 
of a judicious practitioner. Though we must admit that the in- 
version may happen in the hands of the best instructed, and most 
careful person, as he cannot foresee, nor always prevent that 
condition of the uterus which gives rise to it ; yet the accident, 
and its fatal consequences, will be comparatively rare with him. 
And when it does occur in such hands, it will almost always be a 
manageable disease, as it will be discovered, before the fundus and 
body have entirely escaped through the os uteri, to constitute the 
complete inversion ; in which case it will be rarely otherwise 
than reducible. 

And when not reducible, though the inversion be not complete, 
as will occasionally happen, immediate death may perhaps be 
prevented, bv making it complete. See System of Midwifery, p. 
464. 3d. edit. 

When the inversion has not been^or cannot be reduced, the 
woman may die suddenly, or in a short time, from the profuse- 
ness of the discharge: or she may linger out a miserable existence 
for years. Sufferings, both severe and long continued, await the 
woman who has an unreduced uterus; her life is that of misery 
and wretchedness: andjhese augment in proportion to her inca- 
pacity to support them. Under such circumstances, it is justi- 
fiable to attempt almost any thing which would promise relief. 
Hence, it has been proposed to remove the pendent uterus, by ex- 
cision or by ligature. 

The extirpation of the uterus is not a novel proposition; it has 
been frequently performed, and with, perhaps, a fair proportion 
of success; at least as far as can be determined by the histories 
of cases purporting to be of this kind. For the inverted uterus, 
and a polypus of this organ, may readily be confounded, and the 
mistake either way, may give rise to very different results. 

The diagnostics of the inverted uterus, and a polypus of this 
organ, as laid down by writers, are both vague and discrepant. 
This has created no small embarrassment and uncertainty in the 
surgeon, who is about to undertake the removal of the tumour 
occupying the vagina : since he cannot satisfy himself of the real 
nature of the disease he has to contend with. 

Mr. Newnham appears to have felt all this uncertainty in its 
fullest force, when he was about to apply the ligature upon the 
uterus, and he makes this uncertainty the basis of his essay upon 
“ inversio uteri.” To aid his judgment in this interesting and 
perplexing case, he laboriously consulted almost all the authori- 
20 
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lies extant; and, after carefully collating their opinions, he re- 
duces them to the following summary. 

' ^ It is generally remarked, that inversio uteri may be distin- 
guished from polypus of that organ by the os ttferi not circula- 
ting the former tumour in cases of complete inversion : and by 
the impossibility of passing the finger around the neck of the 
tumour , between it and the os uteri , where the inversion has 
been only partial : by the form of the tumour, the polypus being 
broad at its base , and attached by a narrow penduncle, while , the 
inverted uterus is broader above than below ;* by the insensi- 
bility c ft the tumour in the one case, and by its extreme sensi- 
bility in the other; by the comparative fixity of the one tumour, 
and the extensive sphere of motion of the other ; by the rough 
and fungous surface of inversion, contrasted with the smooth 
and polished surface of polypus ; and by the previous history of 
the patient’s disease.” ‘‘But it is clear, that these diagnostics 
are liable to a great degree of uncertainty,” as he proves by most 
ample quotations. 

Mr. Newnham has collected, as we have remarked, with great 
industry, nearly all that has been said upon the diagnostics of 
these two complaints; and, from all that can be learnedjrom 
these various sources, a conclusion must be drawn, that there are 
none which are absolutely certain. Mr. N. says, u On reviewing 
the foregoing testimonies, we shall be induced to conclude, that 
it is always difficult and sometimes impossible , with our present 
knowledge, to distinguish partial and chronic inversion of the 
uterus from polypus: since, in both diseases, the os uteri will be 
found encircling the summit of the tumour, and, in either case, 
the finger may be readily passed around it. And if, in order to 
remove this uncertainty, the whole hand be introduced into the 
vagina, so as to allow the fingers to pass by the side of the tu- 
mour, to the extremity of the space remaining between it and the 
os uteri ; and if we find that the finger soon arrives at this point, 
it will be impossible to ascertain whether it rests against a por- 
tion of the uterus, which has been inverted in the usual way, or 
by the long-continued dragging of polypus upon its fundus. 
And if, under these embarrassing circumstances, we call to our 
assistance our ideas concerning the form of polypus , its enlarged 
base and narrow penducle, we must also recollect the abun- 
dant evidence to prove, that the neck of such a tumour is often 


We are m little surprised at this last distinction ; for certain it is, we have 
never witnessed an instance 11 of the inverted alerua,” being “ broader above than 
below ; nor can we imagine how this can exist. We are every way sure, that the 
same relative proportions exist between the fundus and body, and that of the neck 
in both the natural and inverted conditions of this organ, consequently, the mark 
mentioned by Mr. N. cannot be present, but by some an usual arrangement; and, 
of course, must not be considered ae a diagnostic. 
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as large, and sometimes larger, than its inferior extremity ; and 
we shall still be left in an inexplicable difficulty ,” p. 82. 

“ But shall we not find some more infallible guide in those other 
characteristics, which have been given as certain diagnostics? 

44 On the contrary, we shall always find it difficult to distinguish 
between the sensibility of the tumour, and sensation occurring in 
neighbouring viscera, which are irritated by the process of ex- 
amination, — while, too, it must be remembered, that the sensibi- 
lity of the inverted uterus is greatly diminished in its chronic 
stage, and that the sensibility of polypus may be increased by 
the presence of inflammatory action; we shall ascertain that the 
degree of apparent fixedness of the tumour, will depend upon 
the extent of its attachment to the uterus, — consequently, the poly- 
pus, with a considerable stem, will be fully equal, if not greater, 
than in the inversion of the uterus, the size of which has been di- 
minished by time, and the action of the absorbents: — that in either 
case, and interchangeably, according to the different periods and 
circumstances of the disease, the surface of the tumour may be 
either smooth and polished, or present a rough and fungous feel: 
and that, with respect to the previous history of the case, it is 
embarrassed by the fact that polypi have been produced in the 
uterus , and have only first passed into the vagina, immediately 
after the expulsion of the foetus, or of the placenta. In the case 
of recent inversion, the combination of some of these diagnostics 
may enable us to decide with accuracy on the nature of the case; 
but they are insufficient to guide our judgment, when we are first 
called to give our opinion on the disease in its chronic stage,” p. 
83. 

The case which gave rise to the above conclusions, proved to 
be an inverted uterus; it was successfully removed by the liga- 
ture ; and the woman was restored by the operation, to perfect 
health, and without the loss of those feelings, which it is thought 
have their origin in the ovaria; it was therefore presumed, that 
these bodies were not removed with the uterus; neither did they 
appear to be attached to the removed portion of the uterus. 

The mode of applying the ligature, is not described by Mr. 
N.; but we presume it is precisely the same as that recommended 
by Mr. Clarke for the removal of a polypus. See Chapter on 
Polypus* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF T HE DISEASES OF THE UTERUS, OVARIA, AND TUBES. 

The whole of the internal organs of generation are liable to 
diseases, the most of which may be considered as incurable. To 
describe minutely the whole that are known, would, of itself, re- 
quire a volume; and, if this were done, we might be disposed, in 
many instances, to inquire for the cui bono, as regards the suc- 
cess of medical treatment. 

Such of the diseases of this system as consists in sensible alte- 
rations of structure, may be considered as arising from inflamma- 
tion of one or more of the tissues composing these organs; or from 
the formation of tumours which have originated in inflammation, 
either acute or chronic, the existence of which was not betrayed 
by any cognizable symptom in its incipient state; or into such as 
may have nad that peculiar beginning, which, by the application 
of sufficiently powerful exciting causes, may give rise to malig- 
nant developments that may prove destructive to the different 
surrounding structures. 


Sect. I. — Of the Disorders and Diseases of the Uterus . 

The affections of the uterus may be classed under the follow- 
ing general heads; and were we disposed to enumerate every 
departure from a healthy condition we might make very many 
subdivisions, without adding to either perspicuity or to useful- 
ness : — 

1. Imperfections in structure. 

2. Variations and changes of structure. 

3. Diseases of its external and internal surfaces. 

4. Diseases of its neck. 

1st. Under this head we may reckon, 

a . When this organ is larger, or smaller* than natural. 

A. Where the neck is altogether wanting. 

2d. Under this head may be comprised, 
a. Extreme smallness of this organ. 

If .A, Where this organ is double, or is divided into two com- 
partments. 

c . Where this body is cartilaginous, or scirrhous. 

3d. Under this head may be classed, 
a. Tumours of various kinds. 

A. Abscesses. 
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c. Ulcerations. 

d. Cancer. 

e. Tubercular, spongy, or polypous excrescences. 
f Hydatids. 

g. Cauliflower excrescences. 

4th. Under this head may be included, 

a . Cartilaginous rings of the os uteri. 

b. Its complete occlusion, from 

1. Excrescences filling it up. 

2. Stones obstructing it. 

3. Membranes forming within it, and from membranes 

passing over it. 

4. Scirrhous tumours. 


Sect. II . — Of the Diseases of the Ovarieii 

These bodies are more frequently diseased or disordered than 
the uterue itself ; but neither the diseases, nor disorders to which 
they are liable, are of such dangerous consequence. They are, 
however, for the most part, more occult than the other diseases 
of the genital system, if we except those of the tubes. Hitherto 
no remedy has been discovered, that has a decided operation on 
these bodies; consequently, they are very little under the control, 
of remedies, whose operations are felt upon the general system,, 
or of those which may exert an influence on certain portions of 
it. It is probable, that during an active state of disease, as in* 
flammation, the usual remedies for fever or inflammation, may be 
availing, as bleeding, purging, low diet, blistering, &p. ; but here*, 
perhaps, the power of the materia medica ceases: for no one in- 
stance, with which we are acquainted, would lead us to the con- 
clusion, that any remedy has removed a disordered condition of 
these parts. 

They seem to be removed so far from the generaf sympathies 
of the system; so insulated in position; so independent in func- 
tion ; that the common agents for the removal or control, of dis- 
ease, seem to waste themselves in unavailing attempts to influence 
their actions, or to modify their affections. Who flatters himself 
that he has removed a dropsy; resolved a scirrhous; or inter* 
rupted a suppuration in these bodies? We believe if he be can- 
did, none will declare he has. Little more then is ascertained, 
at present, than that these parts are very liable to disease, and 
but very little susceptible of cure. But, must we so humble the. 
powers of the healing art, as to declare we never shall be master 
of these diseases? Certainly not. Advances are constantly 
making towards the improvement of this branch of science, 
though its perfection must necessarily be remote; still, from time.- 

20 * 
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to time, we become acquainted with substances, which have a 
specific action upon certain tissues of the human body. The time 
may arrive, when we will be ia possession of a substance, the 
action of which shall be confined to the ovaries alone, or to simi- 
lar organizations, if any such there be, in other portions of the 
system. But until then, unfortunately, the victims to affections 
of these important parts, must remain contented with the solace 
which palliatives afford. 

The affections of these organs may be classed as follows : 

1. Scirrhous, or other derangements of organic structure. 

2. The entire absence of the organ or organs; if a negative, 

may be assumed for a positive condition. 

3. Contracted, dry, shrivelled. 

4. Enormous distention of them ; from pus, water, fat, &c. 

5. Containing extraneous substances ; as hair, bones, teeth, 

&c. 

. These conditions of the ovaries are far from being very rare; 
Morgagni alone, from his own observations, furnishes a number 
o£ instances of them; many others, who have been attentive to 
morbid anatomy, have done the same. For, unfortunately, they 
have much more frequently furnished subjects for the anatomist’s 
knife, than triumphs to the physician's skill. 

Dr. Robert Lee relates the following cases, and 'shows to what 
extent the distention may go, and the mischief they may create. 
“In a case,” says he, “under my own observation, (in the in- 
firmary of Mar.ylebone,) an ovarian cyst became impacted 
between the bladder and rectum, produced all the symptoms 
of a stricture of the rectum. In a lady now under our care, the 
presence of an ovarian or uterine tumour in the pelvis, which 
presses upon the neck of the bladder, renders it impossible for the 
bladder to be etpptied without the introduction of the catheter.” 
Cyclop, of Pract. Med. Art. Ovaria, p. 829, 

Sect. IIP . — Of the Diseases- of the Tubes*. 

The alterations in structure, which these bodies undergo, are 
different from those to which the ovaria may be liable. There 
is rarely any other change in these bodies than that which inflam- 
mation produces,* and they chiefly consist, 

1. In the obliteration of their canals; or of one of them. 

2. In adhesions with the- ovaria, by means of their fimbriated 

extremities. 

3. Sometimes, in a great distention of one of them, from the 

partial development of an ovum. 

* They are, however, said sometimes to be involved, as also the ovaria, in can- 
cer of the uterus. 
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The diseases of the tubes, like those of the ovaries, seem to be 
but little known at the moment at which we might anticipate 
success from treatment, namely, during the active stage of the 
complaint. That these bodies are much more frequently inflamed 
than is generally imagined, we should infer from the number of 
instances of derangement of structure, which dissection brings to 
light. Yet we are of opinion, that few practitioners have ever 
admitted to themselves, that they were directing their remedial 
views to an inflammation of one or both of these bodies. We 
have every thing yet to learn, as regards the diagnostics of the 
diseased tubes; for to this moment* we are altogether unacquainted 
with the portions of the body with which they sympathize, or 
what parts they call into sympathy. We have, in a number of 
instances prescribed for a deep-seated pain in the situation we 
might suppose the tube to be; that is, a little to the right or to the 
left of the symphysis pubis, but posteriorly. If the part be pressed 
upon pretty firmly, some pain will bo felt r and upon turning sud- 
denly in bed, it will be sometimes severely acute. There is con- 
stantly present, an aching; obtuse pain, and k every now and then 
a lancinating one. There is a frequent desire to pass water; and 
the water is scantily secreted: after passing it, a pain is felt at 
the neck of the bladder; the urine is high-coloured, and of a 
strong alkaline smell. The stomach occasionally sick, and easily 
provoked to vomit, if offended by medicine or food. The patient 
is easier on her back thair side; but altogether unable to sit up 
without great agony. Efforts to puke, are attended by severe 
pain: and going to stool; is also attended by like inconvenience. 
The heat of the skin,, of the arms and hands, is below the natural 
standard ; but other portions of the body are hotter than natural. 
The tongue furred ; and a constant disagreeable taste in the 
mouth. The pulse rather quick, tense, and wiry. No diposition 
to moisture, though occasionally, without knowing why, a profuse 
perspiration breaks out, but without tarrying long or affording 
relief. 

The pain is sure to be aggravated at night; so much so some- 
times, as to prevent the patient from sleeping, unless under the 
influence of strong doses of opium; and these are not always 
found successful in destroying the severity of suffering. 

1 have witnessed this pain on both sides of the pelvis at the 
same time ; but more frequently only on one. In all the instances 
I have seen of this affection, there was an irregularity of the 
menses, and sometimes a total suppression of them. I have known 
the pain to continue from two weeks to three months, notwith- 
standing the most active plans were pursued ; such as bleeding, 
leeching, cupping, blistering, purging, rubefacients, &c. In one 
instance of unusual severity and pertinacity, after the disease had 
lost its acute form, it was removed in a short time by the volatile 
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tincture of guaiacum. Before this remedy was employed, the 
complaint had abated much of its severity; though the patient 
suffered considerably at the time it was commenced. 

I am, however, by no means certain, that the disease now de- 
scribed, was an inflamed tube or tubes; but think it probable. 
That it was a disease of some one of the female organs of genera- 
tion, I am pretty firmly convinced* as I never met with a similar 
ejection in the male. 


CHAPTER XV. 

j 

OF THE PARTICULAR DISEASES OF THE UTERUS. 

Under this head I shall consider only such affections as attack 
the substance of this organ; and shall confine myself at present 
to carcinoma — and a few other diseases of this part. The many 
complaints to which this organ is liable, and with which every 
practitioner should be familiar,, render it necessary to give a full 
consideration to some of them ; while others, from their incurable 
nature, will require little more than their history; as the method 
of cure is unknown to us at present. 

Thus, it would be proper to dwell upon all the# derangements 
of menstruation, menorrhagia, leucorrhcca, prolapsus, retrover- 
sion, inversipn,&c* ; while a short account of the carcinoma, cau- 
liflower excrescence* corroding ulcer, &c., will be sufficient, 
as we are unfortunately acquainted with little more than their 
ravages. 

The diseases about to be considered, are not very common in 
this country ; at least, they would appear to be less frequent 
here than in Europe; nor is this, perhaps, of very difficult expla- 
nation. It seems to follow, as a natural consequence, that that- 
part of. the body which receives the most injury from mechanical 
or other violence, will be- the most liable to disease; but whether 
these violences be capable of themselves of producing an original 
complaint, like carcinoma, &c., or only act as exciting causes 
upon certain predispositions, remains to be determined. 

We are of opinion, that no part however injured will suffer 
cancer, unless that part is predisposed to it; as it requires, it 
seems to me, ascertain condition of the part before it takes on the 
concerous action, and that predisposition may lie dormant until 
such lesion or injury is done to it, as shall excite inflammation m 
it and if the disposition to cancer be inflammation or ulcera- 
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tion, it will run on to one or other if not checked by suitable 
means, and it will terminate in cancer; but not otherwise. The 
inflammation is sui generis, and must have its appropriate agent. 
Common inflammation may be successfully combated by com- 
mon means ; but not so the inflammation of cancer. Hence, we 
see inflammation of a gland or glandular part treated safely and 
happily, unless there be a disposition to cancer, but if that exist, 
the consequences are always to be dreaded. Hence, many can- 
cers are attributed to a very slight degree of violence in the 
mamma, especially in a breast so disposed; but double the force 
or injury to the breast disposed to cancer, will prove, perhaps, 
fatal; thus we find scirrhus generally forerunning cancer, which 
latter tendency, may lay dormant for many years, and perhaps 
always, if not called by accident into action. Therefore, the dis- 
tinction of some of the French writers, has no foundation, name- 
ly, “ ulcer and ulcerated cancers;*' the former intended to sig- 
nify those cases where the ulceration is the primary affection, and 
the morbid disposition, but secondary; whilst in the latter case, 
the scirrhus precedes the ulceration. I believe in all cases of 
genuine cancer, a state of scirrhus precedes the ulceration, and 
never attacks any but glandular parts. 

Dr. Churchill says, “ it is indisputable that in other parts of the 
body, the ulceration may occasionally precede the cancerous 
disposition." — Churchill on the Principal Diseases of Females, p. 
172.— Although this is said with great apparent sincerity, yet it 
forces no conviction on my mind. In this it is similar to 
scrofulus. It has been attributed to chronic inflammation by 
Broussais; by Copland and Andral, an altered nutrition, &c., 
all of which goes to prove that we know nothing about it. — 
^Churchill, 16 . — All parts of the uterus are liable to it, but some 
parts appear to be more so than others; as the neck of the ute- 
rus, and all the difference in phenomena are only owing to the 
seat, or degree of development of the morbid structure. 

It is said, on the authority of Dr. Copland, that “ the fluid 
from cancer slightly effervesces with sulphuric acid, and turns 
the syrup of violets green." — Pract. Med. p. 285. 

Nor wiil the development of its intimate structure or any che- 
mical analysis serve to explain its origin. After all the glands 
are destroyed, the other vessels in the neighbourhood, seem to 
take on a healthy action or inflammation, as the surrounding 
parts will be agglutinated, which would not be the case, did the 
cancerous disposition obtain in all of them. 

We believe these injuries, however, may be capable of doing 
both the one and the other; but the character of the diseases pro- 
duced under these different circumstances, will be very different. 
Thus, tumours, or other indurations of the uterus, pass too com- 
monly under one common name, as scirrhi : but without scirrhus 
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being the disease. While, on the other hand, when a predisposi- 
tion to. cancer exists, the true scirrhus, or carcinoma, 4nay be 
formed by local injuries ; or, if formed, they may make eaneejr 
declare itself. 

Now, as it is a fact, sufficiently well established, that tedious, 
laborious, or impracticable labours are very much more common 
in Europe than in this country, it will necessarily follow, that the 
uterus of the European woman is, in the same proportion, exposed 
to injuries from this cause ; consequently, if the predisposition be, 
admitted to be equal to the women of both countries, the exciting 
cause will be more rarely applied in the one instance than the. 
other ; and hence, fewer instances of cancer uteri in the one case 
than in the other. 


SfcoT. \.—Cf the Carcinoma Uteri* 


Our opportunities of seeing this disease, as well as that of the 
corroding ulcer of the uterus, have not been sufficiently ample, to 
make us rely altogether upon our own observations for their his- 
tory, appearances, or mode of treatment. , We shall, therefore, 
mainly depend upon the descriptions given by Mr. Clarke, in his 
excellent work upon the diseases of females, as they entirely 
agree with our own experience. 

Mr. Clarke observes, that cases of carcinoma uteri* are fre- 
quently met with in practice, but that very young women are sel- 
dom attacked; women of middle age are much more liable to it. 
It rarely commences with violence; but like carcinoma in other 
parts of the body, becomes, as it proceeds, more and more dis- 
tressing. « 

It attacks at first only the neck of the uterus; and Mr. Clarke 
lays great stress upon this observation. For tumours of this or- 
elsewhere situated, are of a different character; having dif- 
erent symptoms and terminations.! In the dead body, they have 


• M By carcinoma uteri, is meant that disease, where there ip a tumour near to, 
or a thickening of the cervix of the uterus, which tumour or thickeuing is disposed 
to ulcerate.” — Diseases of Females, p. 207. Am. Ed. 

+ Dr. Mackintosh gives an acoount of a tumour of the uterus,, and which he 
calls a v * vascular sarcoma” of this organ, which, upon weighing after death, was 
found to amount to more than fifty pounds avoirdupois, fie abserves, 14 This is, 
perhaps, the most extreme instance upon record, particularly in which life was 
preserved so long under such circumstances, as the tumour not only filled the ab- 
domen, but pushed the diaphragm so high, that it encroached upon the thorax, and 
lay over the heart and lungs, so as to conceal the respiratory sound over the whole 
anterior part of the chest” “ On cutting into a uterus affected with vascular sar- 
coma, there is observed not only a resemblance to the natural structure, but an 
absence of those lines which characterise scirrhus.” — Mackintosh’s Practice of 
Pbysis, VoL.H,p. 3^4. 
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i i lW f l «#etnt>taMce !o care kronur, but they ate never found ulce- 

*Sett. 

'^OfiV^Wma partin rrtftrly affects glaodeiav parts; bailee, its at* 
ttfek^f ftirtf&rit of the uterus. ' 

Tamoors of a large size, hare frequently been called . scirrhi, 
beeatne tfiey are bard in their texture: but the 'true carcinoma 
tetdom be^tw}e very large.* 

A sefiS^flff 'we ^ fs felt in the vagina ; a discharge of mucus 
j09>6ti(DeqL |ioged with, blood; or sometimes pure blood, after 
i^OTda^ebuiep awayj and this in sufficient quantity at times to 
to {suiting. Menstruation, if it have not ceased, 
t t i irr^jpaUir, and more abundant than ordinary. 

>y,4apst;always attends; the inner membrane of the 
^ap a^transparent mucus, which falls to the bottom 
the passage of a calculus from the kid- 
ney tOi the b!&dWer,^felt, and urticaria, heartburn, &c., attend. 

. Cert mmrt iie tdten^ that these various affections of the sto- 
macfi be.npt raula^en f the disease; as they are only symp- 
tomatic «of the condition of the uterus — they augment as the 
disease advances, aAd much mischief would ensue, if they were 

~ Aia-4xamiikaUoQ^pdr vaginam should always be requested. If 
be eareinotmt, the cervix of the uterus will be found 
thickened, and resisting like gristle; or a distinct tumour, will 
be perceived on some part of the neck of the uterus; the other 
portions remaining healthy. In either case, pressure produces a 
lancinating pain.j* ^ . V 


* Dr. Horner and myself attended a lady with carcinoma, complicated with a 
polypus nearly the size of a hen’s egg, which masked in great measure the condi* 
lion of the neck of the uterus until it was removed by ligature. After the removal 
of the polypus, the neck of the uterus was found to be ulcerated to a considerable 
extent; indeed, all round, with the exception of the spot to which the pedicle of the 
polypus was attached. The patient for some time remained very weak from the 
excess of discharges: they, however, diminished, and the ulceration of the neck of 
the uterus was reduced to a surface not exceeding the size of a ten cent piece; 
the discharge from the vagina was scarcely any, and of a healthy appearance ; 
strength was rapidly returning; — in It word, every ihirtg gave promise of reco- 
very. But unfortunately, the patient, a little careless when about to set down, fell 
with considerable force upon her seat, which gavo her great pain, — hemorrhage to 
some extent followed, by which she was very much reduced, and eventually died 
from exhaustion. 

t It is now well ascertained, that there are many affections of the neck of the 
uterus, that are not careinomatou$. We havo seen a number of this kind; a kind, 
that at first alarmed us much; bat which* by a proper mode of treatment, yielded 
eventually, if not suddenly, to our remedies. The remedies, which are proper to 
the treatment of incipient carcinoma, are precisely such aa will prove beneficial 
in the various intumescences of the neck of the uterus — but especially, local bleed, 
ing, severe diet, and absolute rest. Leeching, immediately from the uterus, it 
Incomparably better than more remote leech i rig; and notwithstanding the great 
aversion our American ladies have to this mode of depletion, we are happy to say, 
we have, in a number of instances, been able to overcome this reluctance, from 
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The os uteri will he found changed. It becomes larger, though 
it retains its shape — it will sometimes admit the extremity of the 
finger. Patients rarely die during the carcinomatous st^e of the 
disease ; when they do, it is in consequence of frequent hemor- 
rhagies. — Clarke on Female Diseases* 


Sect. II .— Of the Treatment of Carcinoma Uteri. 

It seems to be a doubtful point, by those best acquainted with 
this complaint whether a cure, or mere suspension of the disease 
has ever been effected. Mr. Clarke, with all that caution which 
characterizes the honest practitioner, thinks he has cured this 
affection in its incipient state, though he dare not absolutely avow 
it. We feel ourselves precisely in the same predicament — we 
have had two cases very similar to those described by Mr. 
Clarke;* in both of which, there was a restoration of the neck 
of the uterus to its natural size, with an entire cessation of all the 
previous distressing symptoms ; these may not have been genuine 
cases of carcinoma, though we believe they were. 

which they have derived the most prompt and satisfactory advantage. One lady 
who had numerous tumours about the neck and pelvic portion of the body, was 
‘entirely relieved of them by persevering in the use of the ext. conii; she began 
with a grain three times a day, and gradually increased it until it amounted to 
one ounce, and one ounce and a drachm per day. 

* Since this time, two other similar cases have presented themselves, both of 
which have been entirely relieved. One of these cases presente so much interest 
that I shall briefly relate it. Mrs. — has suffered, for seven or eight years, 
constant pain in the pelvis, which at times becomes highly aggravated, especially 
during the menstrua) period. This discharge is sparing, very dark-coloured, and 
irregular. There is some leucorrhcea, which is rather offensive, if the utmost care 
be not paid to cleanliness. The pain during the menstrual flow is extreme, and 
almost always attended by strong hysterical paroxysms; strength impaired, appe* 
tile feeble and whimsical; feet swollen, but not excessively; very pale, and eyelids 
tumid in the morning; pulse corded and irritated. The case has been treated as 
one of difficult menstruation; all remedies, so far, have rather tended to increase 
her sufferings. An examination per vaginam, discovers the uterus enlarged, its 
neck much swollen, a number of small hard tumours placed up it, and as much of 
the body of this organ as can be felt in the vagina. The uterus precipitated so 
much as to rest upon the face of the perineum — the whole space left in the vagina 
will not exceed that of a small wine glass. The vaginal parietes dense, and un- 
yielding — the whole of the parts that can be touched v with Oie finger exceedingly 
painful, especially the neck of the uterus. Coition impracticable, or nearly so. 
The subject is young, that is, twenty. six years of age; has been married .eight or 
nine years, but never has conceived. 

Rest upon the bed almost absolute — regimen strictly antiphlogistic — leeches to 
thigh every three weeks — purge every other day with jalap and cream taftar— 
live absque marilo- — warm water injections per vaginam three times a day. 

This plan, with very trifling variations, was continued for thirteen months ; the 
parts by this time were restored to their natural condition, as regards feeling and 
form. Suffers no inconvenience from matrimonial intercourse: catamenia regular, 
and sufficiently abundant. This improved condition has continued now for four- 
teen months without interruption— in a word, the patient considers herself per- 
fectly restored to health. 
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Nor do we see any thing very irreconcilable in the case; for 
if proper means be duly employed, they will almost surely be 
attended with advantage, if without absolute success; and if the 
ulcerative process be prevented, or even retarded, which we are 
disposed to believe will often happen, very much is gained. In- 
deed, it is very well known that this disease is held long in sub- 
jection by the continuance of the menstrual discharge, and a 
temperate mode of living. And from this very circumstance a 
valuable practical hint may be taken, in the management of this 
disease. 

The first object in the treatment of carcinoma uteri, is to pre- 
vent ulceration from taking place; this is to be done by the re- 
duction of the local inflammation, (which is essential to the dis- 
ease,) by such means as are best calculated to diminish the 
quantity of circulating blood, and to abate arterial action. 

These ends will be found best answered by 
1st. Blood-letting, both general and local. 

2d. By purging.*" 

3d. By an abstemious diet 
4th. By cleanliness. 

5th. By rest. 

1% Abstracting Blood . 


We believe that an increased pulse always attends this disease, 
when it declares itself by pain in the lower region of the uterus, 
and an increase of the vaginal discharge. If the arterial system 
be not foand at such times absolutely preternaturally increased, 
it is sure to be most easily excited. On this account, the ab- 
straction of a few ounces of blood becomes highly important 
from time to time; but if the catamenia have ceased, it becomes 
absolutely necessary. This may be taken from the arm, when 
considerable arterial excitement is present ; and, so far as we 
have witnessed, it has been found with considerable buff, or even 
cupped. 

If there be less excitement, and particularly if there be a se- 
vere throbbing pain just above the sacrum, much immediate 
relief is found from losing six or eight ounces of blood, by either 
cupping or leeching. We have found it necessary to have this 
operation repeated, sometimes every three or four weeks. 

We are generally directed to abstract blood from such patients 
as may be plethoric ; this is certainly a proper direction, so far 
as it goes — but no farther; for it seems to forbid this operation, 
when this state of fulness is not manifestly present; now, were 
this operation to be withheld for the want of this evidence, we 
should very often deprive the patient of the best means of relief, 
21 
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though thst relief may be but temporary. WcHave constantly 
found, when pain was severe, the pulse frequent and tense, or 
wiry; (for so it will almost always be found in these cases,) the 
skin hot, and sleep uncertain, that the abstraction of a few ounces 
of blood, would afford not only considerable relief, but would 
place the system in a better condition for narcotics, so indispen- 
sable in such cases. 

Besides, it seems to lessen the hemorrhagic tendency of the 
uterus; and thus abates the discharge of blood, which might 
otherwise be too abundant. We generally prefer local bleeding, 
when it can conveniently be had recourse to ; as its effects are 
more decided, and diminishes the strength less. But we have 
no experience ourselves, to authorize- us to decide, whether it 
will be best abstracted from the back or abdomen.* Mr. Clarke 
says, “The relief produced by topical blood-letting is great, and 
often immediately felt : blood is generally procured more easily, 
when the cupping-glasses are applied to the back, than when 
they are placed upon the abdomen. Nevertheless, when blood 
can be procured in sufficient quantity from the lower part of the • 
abdomen, it will be proper to direct that it should be so taken, 
especially when cupping on the back has failed to produce the 
expected advantage, 1 ” p. 266, Vol. I. Leeches, applied to the. 
vulva, have had, we think, a more prompt effect than when ap- 
plied to the back : and we are informed by Guilbert and Du- 
parcque, that when applied early to the neck of the uterus itself, 
that leeching is still more useful: this assurance not only applies 
to the early stages of the disease under consideration, but in an 
especial manner to the chronic phlegmasiae of the uterus, when 
attended with an engorged condition of its neck. The efficacy 
can be easily believed ; but, to. get our fair countrywomen to 
submit to these applications, I fear will be a Work of no small 
difficulty — yet it should be overcome, as it may save them from 
the most loathsome and painful of all the diseases to which the sex 
is liable. We therefore hope, in due time, to see the prejudices, 
which now interdict the application of leeches immediately to 
the neck of the womb, done away, as the health and happiness 
of thousands will depend upon their cessation. We well remem- 
ber the time, when it was nearly, if not entirely, as repugnant 
%0 the female to receive a common clyster, as it would be now, 
pethaps, to submit to the use of leeches in the way just inti- 
mated. At all events, we feel it a duty to put the public in pos- 
session of every valuable or useful remedy that experience has 
justified; leaving, of course, its application to the choice of the 

* For tbe last few years, we have been in the habit of abstracting the blood 
from the inner surface of the thigh, as it seems to afford more immediate relief; 
for blood can be abstracted with more rapidity and certainly from this part, than 
from either the back or abdomen. Besides, its revulsive power may have a salu- 
tary influence. 
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individuals concerned. As regards ourselves, we have but too 
frequently had cause to lament this overweening delicacy, as we 
are certain, in many instances that have fallen under our notice, 
cures might have been performed, where only relief, and that 
sometimes but temporary, was procured. So far, it has been our 
misfortune to have, in no instance, a single compliance with this 
prescription; but we do not despair that we may yet overcome 
this injurious reluctance. 


2. Purging . 

This should never be omitted ; for there is no one remedy that 
we can employ in this deplorable disease, that is of Such decided 
efficacy as purging. It not only comports with the general ob- 
jects to be fulfilled, but it removes a prodigious source of irrita- 
tion. In conducting this process, however, regard must be had, 
1st, to the quality of the purgative; 2d. to the extent to which 
this must be carried ; and, 3d. to the effects it produces. 

I. It is not a matter of indifference, which of the purgatives 
we select for the purpose of affecting the bowels, in the disease 
under consideration. Such should always have the preference, 
as will sit best upon tbe stomach ; that will operate without pain, 
and afford copious discharges of fluids from the intestines them- 
selves. Such are the neutral salts; they therefore merit the pre- 
ference. The sulphate of magnesia alone, or combined with an 
equal weight of tne magnes. alb. ust.; phosphate of soda; the 
Seidlitz powders; crem. tart, and the flor. sulp. in equal quanta 
ties; and the sulphur and magnesia. Next to the neutral salts, 
we may place rhubarb, or rhubarb and aloes; the castor oil, the 
magnesia alone, &c. 

Mr. Clarke recommends, “ when saline purgatives do not agree 
with the stomach, but excite vomiting, an additional quantity of 
acid may be given with them : thus, eight or ten drops of diluted 
sulphuric acid may be added advantageously,” p. 227. 

We have known a saturated solution of tbe sulphate of soda, 
or of magnesia in small doses,, repeated every morning, or every 
Other morning, continue to agree with the stomach admirably, 
for months together, and move the bowels freely two or three 
times a day, without either nausea or pain. This solution must 
be taken in the quantity of a large table-spoonful, early in the 
morning, before eating ; and, contrary to expectation, it sits well 
upon the stomach. 

This solution is not r however, always sufficiently powerful to 
keep the bowels soluble; when this happens, a little calcined 
magnesia must be added. Where those medicines would be dis- 
gusting, the phospbato of soda, the Seidlitz powders, the cream of 
tartar aud brimstone* or brimstone and magnesia may be substi* 
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toted. The castor oil occasionally may be resorted to, but it does 
not, in general, answer well, when continued for a long time. 

I have mentioned rhubarb, as the next best general cathartic: 
this is a valuable medicine in almost all cases, where a perse- 
verance in purgative remedies is absolutely necessary, as it very 
seldom requires an increase of dose if it be .regularly adminis- 
tered, But k happens with it, as with every other medicine, that 
it will sometimes, though rarely, lose its effect : when this happens, 
it should be combined with aloes. The following is the formula 
I generally employ : — _ 

R Gum Aloe* «oc, ges. 

Pulv. Rhxi. gj. 

Ol. Caryoph. gut. iv. ' 

Sapo Venet gr. viij. 

Syr. R hack q. — M. f. piLxxx. 

One of these is to be taken every night* or every other night, as they may affect 
the bowels. 

This form rarely requires an increase of dose, unless the bowels * 
are rendered costive by opium, which is very likely to happen, 
as this drug must be used in this complaint; if this happen, two 
or three of the pills may be required. 

It is familiar totis, that aloes is generally prescribed in all cases 
where the uterus yields blood too frequently, or in too large a 
quantity ; but we believe this to be an ill-founded prejudice. We 
have used the pills now prescribed, in several instances of this 
complaint with entire success, as regards the object for which they 
were ordered ; namely, to gently purge the bowels : and, certain- 
ly, without increasing the inconveniences under which the patient 
was labouring. 

It happens not unfrequently, that the bowels become obstinately 
costive; nor can they be made amenable to common remedies, 
even in large doses: this condition is most unfortunate for the 
patient; for it not only deprives her of the advantages which con- 
stantly result from purging, but aggravates by a mechanical 
agency all the evils of her situation. In such cases, the bowels 
should be emptied by mild injections, when they can be thrown 
up the rectum ; this sometimes, however, is a matter of great dif- 
ficulty, but they should be made to act rather by their bulk than 
by their quality. The common stiff pipe, attached to a syringe, 
is but ill-calculated to succeed in cases where the rectum is par- 
tially obliterated by the enlarged uterus pressing against it : a flexi- 
ble tube should always be used, when this difficulty occurs. 

2. The extent to which purging must be carried, is next to be 
considered* It will readily occur, that this process should have 
a limit; or much mischief must ensue; indeed, its very objects 
Would be frustrated. The use of purging is, to solicit large 
serous discharges from the intestines, with a view to relieve the 
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engorged state of the pelvic viscera : and at the same time, not 
to weaken the system too much, by its excess; consequently, if 
purging be carried too far, we shall have the following inconve- 
niences to contend with; 1st, the body will be unnecessarily de- 
bilitated from the excess of discharge; 2d, we shall have mucous 
discharges, instead of serous, which will be attended by griping 
pains; 3d, instead of lessening the congestive tendency of these 
parts, it will increase it, by producing a .sub-inflammation of the 
intestines; 4th, we should increase the activity of the inflamma- 
tion in the neck of the uterus, by the mechanical pressure of the 
sigmoid flexion of the colon and rectum, in the act of passing the 
feces. Therefore, more than two or three easy stools per day, 
have ever proved both inconvenient and injurious, by the distur- 
bances they create during their passage. 

3. Regard must be paid to the effects purging produces. This 
must be determined, 1st, by, whether the discharges are attended 
with much pain during the operation, or immediately after: if 
they are, the number of discharges must be diminished ; unless 
the pain arise from the costive condition of the bowels; 2d, by, 
whether these discharges produce faintness, or other decided 
signs of weakness: if they do, they should be moderated; or, if 
judged proper, even suspended for awhile. 

3. Abstemious Diet . 

There is no cRsease, unless it be one very much more acute, 
that so decidedly suffers aggravation from errors in diet, as the 
one under consideration. We have known severe and long-con- 
tinued pain, to follow an apparently slight error in diet. For, it 
would seem evident, that, if any expectation be entertained of 
curing, or even alleviating this complaint, that diet,- like every 
thing else remedial, should be made conformable to the great in- 
dications; namely, to diminish the quantity of circulating fluids; 
and to abate, both locally and generally, arterial action. 

Therefore, the most bland articles 'must be selected for this 
purpose; as milk, and vegetables. If milk agree with the patient, 
as a general article in diet, it should be used in preference to 
almost any other: it may be taken, a little reduced by water, 
three times a*day, with bread, rice, Indian, or rye mush, or un- 
bolted wheat flour mush ; but especially the last, as there is almost 
always costiveness. The fruits of the season, tapioca, oatmeal, 
sago, Indian meal gruel, &c., may also be taken, the rennet 
whey, where the whole milk disagrees; in a word, almost any 
vegetable, that is neither stimulating, nor of difficult assimilation. 

It is well known, that food may offend by its quantity, as well 

21 * 
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as by its quality ; and though we have admitted a great variety 
of vegetable substances, it must be understood, that those must 
be moderately indulged in; otherwise they may offend by their 
quantity. 

The influence of this course of diet is much more efficient than 
we might at first be willing to admit; but the fact is unquestion^ 
able, that it almost immediately relieves pain* after it has been 
adopted. 

Mr. Clarke very well observes, that " the quantity of food 
taken should be very moderate; lest, not being digested, it should 
disturb the functions of the alimentary canal, and become the 
cause of fever; or lest, being digested, it should add to the quan- 
tity of blood, and improperly increase the vigour of the system,” 
p. 229. 

The patient, it must be remembered, must be forbidden, at the 
same time, every kind of stimulating jirink. Wine, spirits, and 
fermented liquor of every sort, must be prohibited with even 
more rigour, if possible, than animal substances, as food. Spices, 
or any other condiment, must be considered as coming under the 
same ban. 

“ All local stimuli should of course be avoided. Sexual inter- 
course must, therefore, be improper.” Clarke,, p. 229. 


4. By Cleanliness. 

Nothing can compensate for the want of cleanliness; yet, in 
this case, some care is required, to conduct it with advantage* 

In the history just given of carcinoma, it was observed, that 
there was an increase of vaginal discharge. This, if permitted 
to accumulate, or suffered to undergo the changes which heat 
always effects upoB the fluids when thrown off from the system, 
would become offensive* and highly acrid ; consequently, would 
increase the irritable condition of the cervix uteri, from its prox- 
imity, and even contact with it. 

It therefore behooves the female to keep these parts extremely 
clean, by frequent ablutions with lukewarm water, or flaxseed 
tea, as well as deterging the vagina with the same material, by 
means of the female syringe. Many have thought to improve 
the efficacy of these mild applications, by the addition of certain 
medicaments; but, we believe,, that. advantage has rarely, if ever 
been gained, by this practice; unless a substance has been ex- 
pressly added to destroy the feetor of the discharge, by its chemical 
agency. 

If the disease has proceeded to ulceration, the smell sometimes 
becomes almost insupportable; for now a quantity of blood is 
almost constantly issuing from the ulcerated surface, which, 
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becoming putrid, gives out so pestiferous a gas, that few can sup- 
port its presence without great aversion, or even nausea. 

The patient herself becomes much annoyed by this stench; 
often so much so, as to deprive her of both appetite and sleep; 
she quickly becomes debilitated, even sometimes to exhaustion, 
from this cause. All her evils are increased by the pervading 
influence of this odour; her digestive powerssare so weakened, 
as to reject the little sustenance a wretched appetite allows her 
to take: and the effort to puke may renew a hemorrhage, which 
had been but a short time before arrested with difficulty. We 
once witnessed a very sudden death from this very cause: care 
should, therefore, be taken to guard against it. 

It becomes, on this accoitnt, a matter of much importance to 
diminish this fcetor, both mechanically and chemically ; mecha- 
nically, by frequent washings with warm water, or the flaxseed 
tea; and chemically, 1st, by carbonic acid gas; 2d. by lime; 3d. 
by the pyroligenous acid; and, 4th. by the chloride of lime, or 
soda. 

1st. By the carbonic acid gas. 

We have enabled several patients to derive much comfort, as 

well as temporary relief, from the extrication of this gas within 
the cavity of the vagina, by means of a flexible tube of sufficient 
length and size, attached to the mouth of a bottle, in which there 
is mixed, diluted sulphuric acid, and the carbonate of lime. This 
may be introduced into the vagina several times in the twenty- 
four hours. In two or three instances, this substance has relieved 
the severity of pain whenever it was employed, as well as 
diminished the offensiveness of the discharge. 

2d. By lime. 

Lime may be usefuHy employed in two ways ; and both may 
be used at the same time. First, lime water, a little warmed, 
may be thrown up the vagina by the syringe, several times a day. 
One of the best forms we have tried, is, where a portion of quick 
lime is slaked in an infusion of chamomile flowers, and permitted 
to settle clear before using it. The second is, by placing the 
caustic lime in various parts of the room, or even under the bed- 
clothes. For this purpose, it should be broken up into small 
portions, and renewed every two or three-days* or so often as it 
is perceived to slack. 

3d. By the pyroligneous acid. 

The defecating power of this acid is no less certain than sur- 
prising; and for the purposes now in view, is one of the most 
valuable articles of the materia medico. This substance, like the 
Hme may be used in two ways. First, as an injection, in weak 
solution; we cannot give any exact directions for its strength, 
since it varies* as do the feelings of different patients, and ever* of 
the same patient at different times. It Should at first be made 
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very weak, and used warm, as directed for the other injections; 
its strength must be increased, as the feelings of the patient may 
permit; remembering, the stronger it can be used, the more cer- 
tain is its control over the putrid exhalations. It may, at the 
same time be used in its concentrated form, by wetting a folded 
towel with it* and placing it over the external parts — this is to be 
renewed when dry: The cheapness of this article enables the 
patient to indulge in a liberal use of it. 

4th. By the chloride of lime or of soda in solution, as an in- 
jection per vaginam, beginning with a feeble solution, (a drachm 
of either to the pound of water,) and gradually increasing the 
proportions as the parts may become accustomed to the applica- 
tion. 


5. By Rest . 

Rest is a sine qua non in this complaint; whether it be in its 
incipient stage, or at a more advanced period of its progress. But 
by rest, do not let us be understood to mean absolute confinement 
to bed. By rest, we mean the indulgence of a horizontal position 
for the body, without intervening exercise. This auxiliary acts 
by equalizing the circulation; by diminishing Us forces by ab* 
stracting the stimulus of motion ; by preventing the consequences 
of the pressure of the abdominal viscera upon the fundus of the 
uterus, and thus avoid irritating the cervix; and in cases where 
hemorrhage attends, by perrftitting the coagula, which arrests for 
the time the bleeding, to remain undisturbed ; thus preventing the 
renewal of it. 

It may be welt to caution the young practitioner against too 
much anxiety for the occasional discharges of blood* which are 
almost sure to take place, sooner or later, in this disease ; he 
should regard them for a time as so many leechings, from which 
the patient derives much immediate comfort, if not Eventual 
benefit. 

Upon the same principle, he should not attempt to arrest the 
purulent discharge from the vagina, by the employment of astrin- 
gent or stimulating injections. We have already directed: strict 
attention to cleanliness* by means of simple warm water: with 
tliis, there can be no fear of doing mischief by any stimulating 
property. But medicated injections, of an astringent nature* must 
be forbidden; unless it may be the occasional use of a^very weak 
solution of the acetate of lead — from this injection we have 
thought advantage was derived by its sedative influence, to the 
irritable neck of the uterus. Tonics ore ever inadmissible in this 
complaint. 

Mr. Clarke concludes his remarks on the treatment of this dis- 
ease by observing* “• la treating this disease* as no cure is known 
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for it,. the practitioner most be satisfied with palliatives, and not 
be anxious to restore the vigour of the body, which might aggra- 
vate thedisease again. Still, let it be remembered, that, by a strict 
attention to management, and an unwearied perseverance in the 
means suggested, all the cases of the disease may be relieved; in 
many, the farther enlargement of the tumour, or progress of the 
thickenings may be prevented ; and if the author was not afraid 
of deceiving bHnsetf, or of deceiving others, he would venture to 
express a belief, that in a few instances, the diseasehas altogether 
subsided,’’ p. 235. 

The consolation which this last suggestion affords, should be 
constantly kept in mind ; as it holds out a strong inducement to 
both patient and- practitioner, to persevere in the use of the reme* 
dies pointed* out;, shows that this formidable and loathsome dis- 
ease may -occasionally be prevented from running its terrible 
career ; and restores a useful individual to society. We are 
equally persuaded with Mr. Clarke, that in instances of the en- 
largements under consideration, we have succeeded in entirely 
removing them by the plan laid down. And farther, that, from 
the success of such cases, strong inducements are held out to the 
timid sex to make known at an early period, ^any unpleasant feel- 
ings they may experience in these parts, that/lhe fairest chance 
may be given to perseverance in proper and well-devised reme- 
dies. And to the practitioner, it offers an inducement to exertion 
in the cause of humanity. 

For the most part, after ulceration has commenced, the patient 
suffers much from the violence and peculiarity of the paiir, which 
now is almost sure to attend. This is so constant, especially at 
night, as to deprive her almost altogether of rest. There is no 
alternative now, but the employment of opium, or other narcotics, 
which but too soon lose their influence, however we may attempt 
to maintain it by increasing the dose; and the patient thus early 
becomes deprived of the only solace art can give her. 

But in this state of carcinoma, the same regard must be paid 
to the general state of the system, as in its first stage. For, not- 
withstanding absorption has commenced, and ulceration is pro- 
gressing, the system becomes implicated, and the arteries are 
found to be much excited. A high sympathetic fever is produced, 
accompanied by a hot dry skin, and almost insatiable thirst, to- 
gether with a sense of intense heat in the stomach itself. This 
burning aggravates all the other symptoms, by its intensity and 
pertinacity; sleep is interrupted, and the patient will Sometimes 
almost starve, rather than take food at the risk of increasing this 
sensation! This* feeling sometimes proceeds from acidity ; when 
this is thenase, absorbents or antacids should be given: and the 
frequent use of small quantities of good sweet cream, is almost 
sure to afford at least temporary ease. ^ - 
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The pulse, under these circumstances, is always, we believe, 
excited ; and in a degree that requires the loss of blood, either 
from the arm, or from near the part. Some may entertain fears 
of this remedy from the appearance of weakness which the pa- 
tient discovers; but this must not create alarm; for the state of 
the system declares its propriety. Indeed, nature seems to offer 
this relief, by producing a hemorrhage from the part, which 
hardly ever fails to afford it. Besides, it is sure to place the 
system in a more favourable condition for the operation of nar- 
cotics, to which, at this stage of the disease, we must always 
have recourse; and happy is the patient, when she can obtain a 
truce to suffering, by their agency: for the pain is generally so 
severe and protracted, as to quickly destroy their power. For 
this purpose, we believe it will be found, that opium, in one form 
or other, is the only one that can be relied upon for any length of 
time together. 

Much, however, has been said in praise of several other nar- 
cotics, besides opium, in the disease in question; such as the 
belladonna, the hyosciamus, the stramonium, and the hemlock. 
We are sorry we cannot add any testimony in their favour. In 
our hands they have fallen far short of the anodyne powers of 
the opium ; and have constantly failed to merit the high enco- 
miums which have been bestowed upon them. 

I am happy to find myself supported in this experience, by 
Dr. Chauffard.* After pointing out the grept abuses committed 
by persisting a long time in the use of narcotics, he observes, 
“The violence of pain often forces us to the administration of 
narcotics ; but do not let us forget, that in such cases, two or 
three grains of opium will succeed better to calm it, than forty 
grains of the other extracts. 1 have seen eight grains of opium, 
in a terrible cancer, afford more complete comfort or relief, than 
two drachms of the extract of aconite, and this without worrying 
the digestive organs, or disturbing the intellectual faculties m any 
like dfegree; and also much more promptly. This substance, 
(opium,) would procure some moments of refreshing sleep, which 
could not be obtained from the other.” This is truly a matter of 
regret; as it abridges our resources at a period, when so few can 
be commanded, yet when so many are required. 

So frequent and so uniform have been our disappointments, 
that we neither consider the belladonna, hyosciamus, stramonium, 
nor the hemlock, as substitutes for opium. And though altogether 
aware, how unfriendly some of its properties are to many con- 
stitutions, yet we cannot, aa a general remedy, give it up for any 
other, with which we are acquainted. 

Every preparation of opium is not equally objectionable^ the 

• Memoir© sur Temploi et Tabus des medicaments stupdfianU lee plus usilds.— 
Trans. Med. ^fc. for July, 1830. 
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common laudanum is, perhaps, the most so of any; even more so 
than in its solid form. The least, (if we except morphia,) is the 
acetated tincture of this drug; or what is commonly called “the 
black drop.” In this form, several of its unfriendly tendencies 
are obviated altogether; and almost always, are very much dimi- 
nished. It is seldom followed by headach or nausea ; nor does 
it constipate the bowels, in any like degree, as the laudanum. It, 
therefore, always merits the preference, when it can be com- 
manded ; and when it cannot, much of the inconvenience of the 
laudanum may be avoided, by mixing the doses with sweetened 
vinegar; or by the addition of a few grains of the carbonate of 
soda or potash.* 

It has been a usual practice in carcinoma, to give the cicuta 
in increasing doses. We have thought that we have sometimes 
derived a temporary benefit, but we have never witnessed a 
permanent advantage from it, to whatever extent we have car- 
ried it. We have thought, however, that opium was more cer- 
tain to give relief from pain, while the patient was using the 
hemlock, than when she was not under its influence. 

We have frequently found in the same patient, that opium 
would procure rest at one time much more certainly than at 
another, even under the same circumstances, as far as could be 
determined. Why this has happened, we cannot pretend to say: 
but when opium has failed, we have found that camphor, in libe- 
ral doses, would oftentimes succeed. Indeed, we have several 
times found, that the camphor was a valuable addition to our 
slender means of procuring rest, in cases of severe pain from 
ulcerated carcinoma; and this especially where opium disagreed, 
or had worn itself out. We have also, in several instaoces,7o‘und 
that the spirit of turpentine, in twenty drop doses, hits ulso pro- 
cured sleep, when it could not be obtained by opium. The same 
may be said of the liq. anod. Hoflfm. in tea-spoonful doses.f 

When opium either disagrees, or its efficacy is waning, giving 
it in the form of an enema, has very often a most happy effect. 
When employed in this way, a treble dose of the laudanum, in 
two ounces of warm water, should -be given at a time; and re- 
peated, pro re nata. 


* Since the above was written, we have become possessed of a preparation of 
opium that bids fair to supersede almost all the others; namely, the •* denarco- 
tised laudanum.** This is prepared from opium, that has been divested of its 
narcotine. It aits most kindly upon the stomach ; and ia very rarely followed by 
the after consequences of the common laudanum, even in those, who ore generally 
obnoxious to them. Morphia itself offers a valuable resource ; it is very certain in 
its effects, and is not usually followed by tbe inoonveniences of the other prepare, 
tions. It may be given either in substance or in solution; one-sixth of a grain,. is 
about equal to one grain of opium, or thirty drops of laadunum. 

t Care should always be taken that this substance has been faithfully prepared, 
See note to page 213. 
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When the stomach becomes affected, the case is always more 
deplorable, for reasons easily imagined. This rarely takes place 
as a sympathetic affection, until ulceration has commenced; and 
when it does, it goes on, pari passu, wjth the ulceration, and be- 
comes even more distressing sometimes, than the original com- 
plaint. 

We have but a sorry choice of evils, when this condition of 
the stomach exists ; for we are generally obliged to give up a 
system of diet, which is best calculated to mitigate the uterine 
sufferings, for one which is better adapted to appease a rebellious 
stomach. We must give up the vegetable course of diet, for one 
of animal substances^ that we may tranquillize this organ; and 
we must also neutralize the predominating acid, by the various 
antacids, or by the sulphuric, or nitro-muriatic acid, in small, but 
often repeated doses. 

One of the best sitting substances that we have found, when 
the stomach is extremely irritable, is rich sweet cream : this must 
be given by the tea-spoonful ; and repeated every fifteen or twenty 
minutes. 

We shall conclude this account of carcinoma, with giving an 
extract from Mr. Clarke’s work, so often mentioned. We do this, 
because his remarks upon this terrible disease are judicious, and 
bespeak the experienced practitioner, as well as the man of feel- 
ing. Moreover, there are some views of the disease which are 
novel, and a part of practice and resources, that is not sufficiently 
familiar to the American practitioner. We have preferred giving 
his opinions and suggestions in his own language, to Condensing 
them, though at the risk of being blamed for so long a quotation, 
by those who have not yet met with the disease* But, from the 
practitioner who may have such a case in hand, and whose re- 
sources are nearly exhausted, we fear no such censure: on the 
contrary, we are sure we shall receive his thanks for any new 
suggestion that will, for even an hour, relieve his suffering 
patient. 

“ The management of the discharge from carcinomatous sores, 
is a circumstance deserving the best attention of the surgeon. 
This discharge appears to have the power of converting the neigh* 
bouring parts, to which it is applied, in some instances, into sores 
of a similar character to that by which it was itself secreted; 
and there is reason to believe, that the spreading of carcinomatous 
ulceration may be greatly retarded by the employment of those 
substances which absorb or remove the ichorous fluid secreted by 
them. Common aphthous sores, which frequently arise in the 
vestibulum of women, who have long laboured under diseases of 
the female organs, may also possibly be converted into malignant 
ulcerations. These observations especially apply to carcinoma- 
tous ulcerations of the internal parts, in which the discharges are 
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more likely to be retained, then where the disease attacks exter- 
nal surfaces. If it were only that the fcetor attending such sores 
would be removed by cleanliness, attention to this circumstance 
would bo of great consequence, inasmuch as the patient’s health, 
and that of such persons as may associate with her, will be less 
likely to suffer, than when constantly breathing an impure atmo- 
sphere. 

“ Of all the modes of applying water to sores at the upper part 
of the vagina, none is so, effectual as the use of the hip bath; in 
the employment of which, the water is brought into contact with 
the sore without any risk of infusing the latter. By these means, 
the object of maintaining cleanliness is not only obtained, but a 
soothing application is made to an irritable surface ; the carefully 
injecting warm water into the vagina, by a syrjnge, or the agi- 
tating the water with the hand, will render it more likely to remove 
any portions of coagulating lymph, or thickening matter, which 
may adhere to the inside of the vagina. The heat of the water 
employed, should depend upon the feelings of the patient in some 
measure; but, generally speaking, it may vary from about eighty- 
six to ninety-four degrees. Where the patient is too weak to 
bear the exertion of being put into a hip bath, her hips may be 
brought over the edge of the bed, and warm water may be care- 
fully injected into thejragina by a small syringe. The quantity 
of the discharge is frequently increased by the means above men- 
tioned, but the comfort which the patient will derive from it, will 
abundantly compensate her for any debility which may be pro- 
duced By the remedy ; and excruciating attacks of pain, are some- 
times rendered very sufferable, by a frequent recurrence to it. 
Strong decoction of carrots, sometimes used for the same purpose, 
has the happiest effects. Warm water may also be made the 
vehicle for a variety of sedative applications, which are found by 
experience to tranquillize all irritable sores; and, in some, to ex- 
pedite the healing process. Amongst the different applications 
for this purpose, the extractum conii, or extractum hyosciattii, 
may be mentioned, either of which may be employed in the pro- 
portion of about three or four drachms to a pint of water. Solu- 
tions of opium, or of extract of poppy, may also be used ; of the 
former, two drachms; of the latter half an ounce, may be dis- 
solved in each pint of water. Starch or mucilage of quince-seed, 
form good menstrua for these applications; their adhesive pro- 
perty enabling them to cling to surfaces to which they are applied. 
Three or four ounces of either of these fluids, impregnated with 
sedative substances, may be thrown into the rectum, in those 
cases where relief is not obtained by their application, to the 
v$gma; but When opium is used for this purpdie, the practitioner 
should be very careful to watch over its effects, as it has some- 
times happened that unpleasant consequences have arisen from 
22 
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the application of this drug to the rectum, such as vomiting, syn- 
cope, cold extremities, and irregularity of circulation. The 
action of the absorbents of the rectum is, in all probability, in 
these cases, increased by the inflammatory process which exists 
in the vicinity; besides which, the action of the rectum itself is 
temporarily taken off, so that the enema will probably be retained 
during a considerable length of time. Plasters and liniments into 
the composition of which opium enters largely, will sometimes be 
found serviceable in allaying pain, and are useful auxiliaries in a 
disease, in which all the resources of the practitioner may be re- 
quired to diminish the suffering of the patient. 

“ There are some applications which produce a sedative, or a 
stimulating effect, according to the strength of which they are 
used. A very diluted mixture of acetic acid, or of nitric acid in 
water, will form a soothing application to an irritable part, whilst 
in different proportions, they will become highly irritating. 
Either of the lotions mentioned beneath may be employed. 

R. Acidi acetici, ... - 3ss. 

Aqua) distillate, - - - Oj. — M. f. Injectio. 

_ ° r » 

fi. Acidi nitrici, rutt x. 

Aqua distillate, ... Oj. — M. f. Injectio. 

° r ’ 

fit. Liquoris plombi acetalie, gj. 

Acidi acetici, - • • sjii. 

Sp. Vinoai. jjj. . 

Aque distillate, - - - Jivas.-M. f. Injectio. ^ 

“ If the discharge should become so profuse, as to induce great 
debility, injections which possess an astringent power, must be 
sought for. 

R. Decocti corticis gran&ti, - - Oj. 

Sulphatis allumine, - - - - Jss.— M. f*. Injectio. 

V : _ Or, 

» ,rb - R. Ztnci sulphatis, - .... - gss. 

Aque distillate, gxv. 

Tinct. Rino. - - gj. — M. f. Injectio. 

“ If the discharge should assume a sanguineous appearance, it 
should be considered how far it would be safe to permit its con- 
tinuance. If the patient should be in great pain at the time* it 
may be right not to restrain it hastily, unless the patient’s strength 
should have been previously much exhausted; but if it should 
appear desirable to diminish the hemorrhage, the astringents 
which have been before, recommended, may be employed, end 
their strength may be increased, or the following may be em- 
ployed in their stead : — 
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fr. Argenli nitratis, - - . - gr. x. 

Aquffi distillates, - - .* - - Oi. — M. 

Or, 

| f. Capri atriphatia, ..... Xw. 

Deeoeti oiacboim, - . . - Oi. — M. 

“Respecting internal remedies, although no one has as yet 
discovered any medicine capable of removing the disease, it may 
not be too much to state, that there is scarcely a medicine of any 
class which may not, in some way or other, or at some period 
or other, be useful in this complaint. Various are the symptoms 
which may arise; various must be the means of obviating them; 
and he will be the best practitioner, who best understands the 
adaptation of these means to their end. To point them out here, 
would be an endless labour, and a waste of the reader’s time. 

“It may he sufficient to observe that the patient should be 
treated upon general principles, bearing in mind, on the one hand, 
the hitherto jntractable nature of the malady, and on the other, 
the sufferings of humanity, which call loudly for relief. 

“Pain, the great evil of life, is the symptom by which the 
patient will be most distressed; and, happily, in the sedative 
class of medicines, there are to be found many capable of re* 
lieving it.-, r . 

“ It should be a rule of practice, never to exhibit a sedative of 
great power, when a milder will produce equal relief; because 
the disease is one of long duration, of increasing suffering, and 
every medicine will at length fail in producing its effect. 

“ Hyosciamus and, conium may be amongst the first employed, 
and the dose of each may vary from three to eight, or ten grains^ 
larger doses have been exhibited; but the object is not to know 
how much of these or of any other drug can be taken with im- 
punity, but how much is necessary to produce the desired ef- 
fect. If they are wantonly employed, the patient will be exposed 
to another set of symptoms, arising from a disturbed state of the 
stomach, and of the brain; as flatulence,. heartburn, eructations^ 
delirium : the necessity for the exhibition of these medicines, must 
regulate not only their dose, but the frequency of their exhibition. 

“ Extractum stramonii is another serviceable remedy in allay- 
ing pain, and it may, be given in« doses ef a grain. 

“ The writer is not in the habit of exhibiting belladonna, 
having once seen a patient nearly destroyed by two small doses 
of it. Other practitioners, however, have employed it, it is said 
with advantage. . Mr. Brodie has informed the writer, that he 
has seen the happiest effects produced by a suppository contain- 
ing extract* belladonnas, gr. j. in cases of irritable bladder,, and 
also of carcinoma of the rectum. Perhaps, therefore*, in those 
instances, in which the administration, of other sedatives is un* 
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availing,, it may be advisable to administer the above medicine 
in the form alluded to. 

**As the symptoms become more pressing, and, as the suffer- 
ings of the patient increase, still there will remain to the practi- 
tioner one resource, and to the patient one solace, in opium* by 
means of which, her distresses may be alleviated, and her passage 
from this world to another, rendered less agonizing. It will not 
be sufficient simply to prescribe a dose of opium, at stated inter- 
vals i that dose must be proportioned to the necessity for its use; 
and the skilful combination of it with other medicines, and the 
selection of its different preparations will eaH forth the happiest 
efforts of the practitioner: in one case opium in a solid form, 
will be found to agrees in another the tinctura opii, of the phar- 
macopoeia will better answer the purpose ; in the third, the pre- 
paration known by the name of black drop ; in a fourth, the li- 
quor opii sedatives of Mr. Beattie, will quiet- the patient, and at 
the same time produce the least disturbance in the system; whilst 
the irritable state into which some patients fall, will be most suc- 
cessfully diminished by the very small quantity of opium which 
enters into the composition of the tinctura camphor® composita. 

41 hi the greater number of painful diseases, which call for the 
use of opium, less care is required ; but the sympathy of the sto- 
mach is'so actively called forth, when the uterus is the seat of 
this disease, that it will be capriciously inclined towards one 
medicine, whilst it receives another with great comfort and ad- 
vantage. If, as always happens towards the close of ulcerated 
carcinoma of the uterus, vomiting should come on, the combina- 
tion of spices with opium, will render this medicine more agree- 
able to the stomach. The julepum menthae, cinnamon water, 
and, in some cases weak brandy and water, wiH form the best 
vehicles for the different preparations of opium ; sometimes a 
mixture of confectio opiatae and spiritus aetheris sulphurici com- 
positus, given in peppermint water, in small doses, at short in- 
tervals, will relieve, in an expeditious and certain manner, the 
vomiting, singultus, and eructation, more effectually than any 
other combinations of medicines.” 


Sect. III . — Of the Polypus of the Uterus . 

This disease of the uterus, the author has never seen;* he is 

• Since the period stated above, I have seen several cases of •• polypus of the 

uterus, n one of which was fatal. Mrs. r, aped forty. five years, was attacked' 

with pains resembling labour. After they had continued .with more or -less save, 
rity for thirty -six hours, 1 was requested to visit her. I found her labouring un- 
der powerful pains, which were almost without intermission, and of great force. 
I 4 immediately examined per vaginam, and found 4 tumour of the sise of a child's 
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therefore under the necessity of drawing his accouut of the polv- 
pus from the experience of others. He has endeavoured to give a 
faithful history of this complaint, by consulting those he esteems 
to be the best authorities upon this subject ; namely, Levret, 
Denman, and Clark. 

It would seem to be fairly presumable, that this disease is of 
more rare occurrence in this country, than in Europe; since, in 
the practice of the gentleman just named, many cases have oc- 
curred ; while in this, the experience of a number of gentlemen 
whom J have consulted, has not furnished one. This would also 
seem to call in doubt, one of the causes assigned for the produc- 
tion of this disease; namely, injuries which the uterus may have 
sustained during labour; for it is to be presumed,. that were this a 
common cause, the American women would have a greater claim 
to polypi, than they appear to have. 

Dr. Denman says, 44 The cause of polypi is supposed to be 
some accidental injury done to the part at the time of labour or 
otherwise; but more commonly, it is a spontaneous disease, pro- 
ceeding from a certain disposition of the constitujion, or of the 
part itself; as those who have a polysus of the uterus, are apt to 
have excrescences from other parts; and they sometimes exist in 
those who have never been pregnant, and even in virgins.” — In- 
trod. Francis’ Ed. p. 123. 

Mr. Clarke defines polypus to be an 44 insensible tumour attach- 
ed to the internal part of the uterus, by a small neck, forming a 
disease of a very important character,” p. 243„ vol. i. This de- 
finition does not exactly correspond with the history given of this 
complaint by Dr. Denman : he says, 44 Some of them hang by a 
small pedicle, and others have a broad basis, especially at their 
commencement,”* p. 123. Nor is it so satisfactory as the defini- 

facad at seven month*, occupying, or rather advancing through the vagina. Sus- 
pecting the nature of the tumour, and fearing it would invert the uterus if it did 
escape from the os externum, 1 opposed its passage, with all the strength I could 
make to bear upon the part, but without success, lor in defiance of all opposition, 
the tumour was pusjbed without the vulva. It was attached to the uterus by a 
short neck, and the* tumour had inverted Ibis organ upon its escaping from the 
vagina. 1 endeavoured to restore the mass, bat without success, as the parte 
were eo extremely sensible, that the woman could scarcely support the slightest 
touch. The tumour soon became black, and very offensive ; Jlhe woman had been 
exhausted by a long. continued discharge of blood of some months* standing, to- 
gether with a considerable hemorrhage during the effort the uterus made to dis- 
lodge the tumour : she died the next day. Leave could not be obtained to exa- 
mine the body, as it was in extremely hot weather, and was to.be removed some dis- 
tance into the country. 

* A lady from Savannah, Georgia, consulted me fora, polypus of the uterus, in 
July, 1830. Upon examination, it proved to be small, and its pedicle very slim. 
It was seized by two fingers and the thumb, and drawn down to the os externum; in 
doing this the tumour separated at its attachment with the uterus— ^it caused -no . 
pain, nor did the smallest hemorrhage follow: as I have not heard from the lady 
since, I presume ehe has suffered no farther inconvenience, though she bad been 
very much reduced previously by repeated 'hemorrhage from ibis tumour. Sums 

22 * 
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tion of Levref: he makes it " an indolent circotrtacribed tciftidttr, 
more or less salient, resembling a fleshy or fungous excrescence, 
covered by the membrane from which it takes its rise, and which 
is of greater or less thickness.” — Obser. sur la Cure radical de« 
pleusiers Poly, de la Matrice, &c., p. 2. 

Levret makes three species of uterine polypi: but this is cer- 
tainly an unnecessary distinction, since his species are derived 
from, the situation of the polypus in the uterus, and not from a 
difference in their organization; therefore, properly speaking, it 
is a mere difference of location. He says his first species, which 
he declares at the same time to be the most common, has its 
origin or attachment from the fundus of the uterus; the second, 
which is less frequent, takes its origin from the neck of this organ ; 
and the third, which is the most rare, has its pedicle attached to 
the margin of the orifice of the uterus, p. 14. He has given plates 
to prove the different locations of these tumours, which we have 
copied. See Plate IV. ' 

These substances are vascular in different degrees? and, 
agreeably to Levret, the veins are large in proportion to the 
arteries. The latter becomes varicose in that species, which is 
confined within the cavity of the uterus, or has its origin from its 
ftindus* 

The. first species of Levret, is always attended, at a certain 
period, by hemorrhage ; and is of course always accompanied by 
an increase of size of the uterus. A sense of weight, or bearing 
down, is experienced, of more or less intensity, as the polypus 
may be large oc small. It is of uncertain sixe j and may employ 
a longer or shorter period for such a growth as shall be either 
very troublesome, or strongly engage the woman in a considera- 
tion of her situation. 

It occasionally grows very large, and distends the uterus so much 
that it can be distinctly felt above the pubes. When it acquires 
this volume, and oftentimes before, there Is found a discharge 
irpm .the vagina,- which in the commencement is.serous; but may 
soon become purulent and sanguineous. 

If a. finger be introduced into the vagina, the os uteri wiH 
be found* open to an extent much beyond its natural size; and 
will permit thepoint of the finger to penetrate the cavity of the 
uterus, in which a substance will be felt of greater or less firmr 
ness, and of different degrees of , inequality. The finger, if it be 
rpade to pass a sufficient distance within the womb, can be turn- 
ed, round the body, which the uterus seems to enclose. This ex- 
amination mav be followed by a very small, or a very large flow of 
blood. 


the above mm written, I hare beard from her husband, who assures me the is per- 
fectly well. 
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The woman is almost always troubled with a discharge of 
blood, which at times seem to assume a periodical movement; or 
it may only be more abundant at certain periods, while a con- 
stant but moderate flow fills up the interval. Pain of a periodi- 
cal kind sometimes ensues; and thisnfiay be so long continued 
and severe, as to force the tumour from the cavity of the uterus 
into the vagina, and even through the os externum.* — When this 
takes place, it is generally mistaken for the uterus itself, and has 
been called by many a descent of this organ. The following 
case will show the nature of this disease. 

Mrs. B. had suffered from time to time nearly eighteen months 
with a profuse discharge of blood from the vagina, for which 
much had been done, but to no useful purpose. She was about 
twenty-three years of age, had had two children, and was pre- 
viously to these discharges of a good constitution. She came to 
this city to place herself under my care — at this time, she was 
very feeble, and almost bloodless, as she had suffered a most pro- 
fuse hemorrhage a few days before. By an examination per 
vagina m, I discovered a polypus about the size of a walnut, the 
pedicle of which was within the uterus. I beggod the assistance 
of my friend Dr. Horner. We applied a ligature without diffi- 
culty close to the os tincse around the neck of the tumour — it 
separated in about four days without any unpleasant symptoms, 
though the patient laboured under the fever from excessive he- 
morrhage, for nearly two weeks. This, however, yielded gra- 
dually; and she returned home, free from disease, and continued 
to improve up to the last account we received of her.f 

It is this condition of the polypus, which has given rise to the 
absurd stories related by many of the older authors, especially 
Cesalpinus, jfStius, Paul Eginetla, Carpi, &c.; of the uterus 
having been amputated, and the woman conceiving afterwards. 
Levret, sur Polypus Uterine, p. 29. 

The mechanism of the expulsion of the polypus, is very simi- 
lar to that of an abortion that is, the os uteri is gradually, but 

• See Dr. Denman’s cases, at the end of this chapter; and the case just related, 
page 257. 

f Since writing the above, I have met with several cases of polypi, all treated 
with the happiest effect by ligature. 

t The explanation of Lcvrct, of the mechanism which nature employs when 
she attempts the expulsion of this species of polypus, is so ingenious, and so con- 
formable to the general laws which govern the uterus, that wc cannot resist the 
temptation to transcribe it at length. 

“ Le polype ut6rin de la premiere c-spece ayant une fois pris naissance au fonj , 
dc la matrice par quelque cause que ce puisse 6tre, croit peu, & peu sans que la 
femme ni Ic chirurgien mCmc s’en apper^oivent ; en effet, lorsque la malade se 
plaint pour !a premiere fois, cn nc peut d’abord d6cidcr si la cause de son mal cst > 
un polype ou toute~ autre maladie : car il n’y a dans les premiers terns aucun signe 
charactgrislique do son existence. 

“Ce corps Stranger ayant acquis avec le terns plus de volume, oblige la matrice 
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successfully opened so far, as to permit the extrusion of ttta'Eub- 
stance. When this takes place, the body of the polypus is with? 
out the os uteri, while its pedicle maintains its attachment to the 
inner surface of the uterus itself. If it be examined now, it will 
appear to occupy the vaguia, and might be supposed to proceed 
from its surface; yet, by a careful search, its pedicle will be found 
to be within the uterus, and the os uteri surrounding it entirety, 
as a sphincter; and as such it acts, agreeably to Levret. The 
polypus has been suddenly discharged from the cavity of the 
uterus, by falls or other violence. . - 

He says, that this species, 44 hemorrhage Js necessarily ^con- 
sequence; but that it never appears, until the body of the tumour 
has in a great measure freed- -itself, from the orifice of the uterus, . 
and until it begins to extend itself iota the- vagina;^ then the 
sphincter of the uterus, (that is, the: os uteri,) compresses the ex- 
ternal veins of the polypus; in consequence of which, these veins 
become varicose, and finally burst; and their rupture gives rise, 
to a hemorrhage, wiiich is renewed at irregular periods,” p, 25* 

It does not appear to disturb the economy of gestation or in- 
terfere with the.process of labour in some cases; Dr. Churchill 
gives an interesting account of a labour that was successfully 
terminated, but which diad a fatal termination, owing to a poly- 
pus in the uterus; we will relate it in his own words. 44 The 
patient,, after a natural labour, appeared for awhile to be going 
on well. In a short time, however, a flooding came on, resisting 
all the usual means for arresting uterine hemorrhage, and in,, 
eight or ten hours the patient died. Upon examining the uterus . 
after death, there was & large cellular polypus, descending from 
the fundus, and which it was evident had prevented the due con- 
traction of the uterus. No vessel could be detected in the poly-, 
pus.” — Churchill on.the Principal Diseases of Females, p. 191 v < : 

tL Be dilater, qooique par degr&s tres-inscosibles ; mats core me {’attache de cette 
tumeur occupe, daos Lous lea Lems* au fond de la matrice bien moins d’espace qua 
k placenta d’un enfant en quclqu' etat d’accroissemcnt que soit ce dernier, toute . 
©hoses neanmoins etant d’ailleurs ggales, if faut, non pas que le fait dilater l’arriere- 
fail dans la grosscsse; roais que ies parois de ceviscdre soprdtent un peu, dc m4me 
de son fond, tkcclte puissance dilatante etrangere. Or if n’est point en ces cas de 
loiz naturellos k. aa destination qui soliiciteut les parois de celle organe; elies 
doivent done r6sister : le polype doit 6tre comprimd; il doit done aussi s’allonger 
plus ou moms, k. raison de son plus ou moius solidity. Alors il s'insinue dans le 
col de cet organe, parcequ’ii y trouve moins de resistance. Parvenu au sphynctor 
de l’orifice, iL le force, peu k peu, et s’inlroduit dans le vuide qu'il s’y pratique, 
com me le feroil un coin ; enfin I’extr6mil6 du polype ne trouvant plus rien que lc 
g4ne s’etend en avant ct au large dans le vagin, et la tumeur prend plus ou nioins 
de volume, selon que le permettent mill®/ diverges circoostaoces, que eont plus 
aiste k conoevoir qu* k d6tailler. . 

** Is pddicuJe ne peut pas s’etendre au. large comma le reste de la tumeur, I’ori- 
fice de la uterus qui souffte un espece de violenoe, |e comprime, le polype est done 
comme 6trangl6 en cet en droit: il faut qu’il prenne la figure pyrifocme, de la 
naissent lee varices ; e’est la vraie cause da rhemorrhagm,” p. 38. ^ . 
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These frequent bleedings, if not relieved by the removal of 
the tumour, eventually exhaust the woman; but rather by their 
pertinacity, than by their immediate excess; yet examples are 
upon record, where a sudden hemorrhage has destroyed the 
woman immediately. Levret, p. 30. 

These polypi seem not in general to do injury to the proper 
substance of the uterus ; for several relate, that this organ was 
found sound after deaths occasioned by the wasting hemorrhages 
from the surface of the tumours. Levret, p. 42. 

Agreeably to Levret, the signs of this species of polypus are, 
“ whenever we examine a woman, who has been labouring under 
' a discharge of blood from the vagina, or of a falling of the womb, 
whether they are both found together, or separately, if we find in 
the vagina a pyriform body, the insulated top of which passes: 
through the orifice of the uterus, without destroying its circular 
form, we may always with certainty be assured, if we except 
pregnancy, that it is a polypus attached by its pedicle to the 
uterus, and that it is in the most favourable condition for the liga- 
ture,” p. 48. See figure 1. Plate IV. 

In the second species, the finger cannot* pass entirely around 
the pedicle, as in the first; and the point which opposes the finger* 
making its circle, is a little above the orifice of the uterus, and is 
found to be the pedicle of the polypus, inserted on the outside of 
the neck of the uterus. The os uteri may also be felt. See fig. 2. 
Plate IV. 

This species is not commonly accompanied by hemorrhage, 
because the pedicle does not become strangulated, as in the first; 
but there is an increase of vaginal secretion. This species, never- 
theless, is a genuine polypus. 

The third species is thus distinguished : when there is in the 
vagina a moveable tumour, with a narrow neck attached to the 
orifice of the uterus, but in such a manner as to leave the orifice 
free, we may be pretty certain, that it is a polypus of this kind. 
In this case, the mouth of the uterus will be obliquely situated, as 
regards the axis of the vagina, in consequence of that part of the 
neck of the uterus to which the tumour is attached, descending a 
little lower than the other portions of it, from the weight of the 
tumour. This species is not necessarily attended by hemorrhage. 

AH these species have but one common remedy ; namely ex- 
tirpation by ligature. In the first, it will be seen, that this remedy 
cannot be applied, until the tumour has descended into the vagina, 
and consequently will not admit of a cure, until that event takes 
place. It would then seem desirable that this escape of the 
tumour from its confinement, should be promoted, if possible, so 
soon as it shall be determined that there exists a polypus within 
the uterus. But how shall it be ascertained, that there is a tumour 
in the cavity of the uterus, since no particular symptoms mark 
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this condition until it foil into the vagina? There ma y be a great 
difficulty in distinguishing this condition at such a period; but 
we are informed, before this takes place, the woman suffers pain 
resembling labour; and when pregnancy cannot account Jor these 
pains, nor dysmenorrhoea, it might be well to examine the patient 
per vaginam. In such an examination, the tumour might be felt, 
leaking its way through the os uteri: if so, it would be every 
way. desirable to facilitate its progress ; and for this purpose I 
would ask, what would be the probable effect of the - secale 
cornutum ? ' 

The uterus will also be found enlarged, and may be felt above 
the mons veneris ; at least this will be the case* for a certain pe- 
riod; or until the tumour shall pass, either in part or altogether, 
through the os pteri. 

. Nothing illustrates the routine of practice so well as the recital 
of cases ; and no cases can be more interesting and satisfactory 
than those related by Dr. Denman. We shall, therefore, tran- 
scribe them for the benefit of those who may not have the advan- 
tage of possessing his work ; as well as conveying to such in per- 
spicuous language, the histories of several highly useful cases, 
treated with all the ability, that that great metropolis, London, 
could furnish. .. , . 


Case First 

w A single lady, twenty-two years of age, had, for a considera- 
ble time, been subject to frequent and profuse returns of uterine 
hemorrhage, which resisted all the means that could be devised 
for her relief, and at length reduced her to a state of great weak- 
ness. Dr. Turton, (whose worth and continued friendship to me, 
I am happy on every occasion to acknowledge,) was the physician 
who attended ; and he, suspecting some local disease, desired 1 
might be permitted to make inquiry. I discovered a polypus, not 
of a large size, lying low in the vagina. When I came to pass 
the ligature, there was much embarrassment from the state of the 
parts, any injury to which 1 was solicitous to avoick On the fifth 
day from the time of my passing it, it came away ; but the poly- 
pus could not be extracted without much caution and trouble. 
There was no return of the hemorrhage ; she soon recovered her 
strength, and in a few months was married. She has since had 
seven fine children, with safe and easy labours. This polypus 
weighed four ounces.” 


Case Second . 

“ Another young lady had long suffered from frequent uterine 
hemorrhages, together with most violent pains recurring in the 
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manner of those of labour. High up in the vagina, just cleared 
through the os uteri, 1 discovered a small polypus, round which 
a ligature was with difficulty passed. The late Mr. Hunter was 
with me at the time. When I began to tighten the ligature, she 
complained of very severe pain, and presently vomited. The 
ligature was immediately slackened, but on every future attempt 
to draw it tighter, the symptoms were instantly produced. After 
many trials, I was obliged to desist altogether, leaving the liga- 
ture loose round the polypus; merely to keep up in the mind of 
the patient, some faint hope of benefit. The health of this patient 
was very bad when I first saw her, and in about six weeks from 
the time of the operation, she died.” 

“ Leave being given to open the body, the uterus was found 
inverted, and the ligature to have passed over the inverted part, 
which occasioned all the symptoms before mentioned. This 
polypus could not have weighed more than one ounce, and had 
a very short, if it could be said to have a stem; so that the ute- 
rus could not in this case have been inverted mechanically, but 
by its own vehement action, excited to expel the polypus, which, 
like any other extraneous and offending body, was a perpetual 
cause of irritation.” 

Case Third . 

“ Many years ago, I visited a lady, who had for a long time 
suffered greatly from various uterine complaints, and was sup* 
posed to have a cancer in the uterus, of which a general aspect 
gave very strong indications, but on examination I found a large 
polypus in the vagina. The late Dr. Ford, than whom no one 
was more intelligent or expert in practice, was in consultation 
with me. 1 passed the ligature and drew it tight, confidently ex- 
pecting a happy termination of the case. The stem of the poly- 
pus was very thick, and it required eight or nine days' action of 
the ligature to divide it. When I had removed the polypus, I 
was very much mortified to find a new substance, nearly the size 
of that which had been taken away,. in the vagina. Her health 
being very infirm, it was thought advisable for her to go a short 
distance in the country, for the chance of establishing her health, 
before another operation. But a colliquative diarrhoea with 
aphthae, came on; she gradually declined, and about the end of 
the month she died. 

“ Of this repudiation, if it were such, I have never seen any 
other instance, so early after the operation ; and it might be attri- 
buted, 1st. to the thickness of the stem ; or, 2d. to the slow decay 
of the stem; or, 3d. to a cancerous disposition of the uterus; or, 
4th. to a large portion of the polypus remaining in the uterus ; 
besides wbat was discoverable in the y&gina. If a case similar 
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to this were again to occur to me, I should certainly act more 
speedily with the ligature, and however reduced the patient might 
be, should feel justified in passing the ligature on the second ex- 
crescence, as affording the only chance of saving the patient; but 
this is, perhaps, to be considered as an instance of the great mis- 
chief done to the constitution, by too long delaying the opera- 
tion/* 


Case Fourths 

“ A lady, about sixty years of age, who had several children, 
had, with violent pain, frequent hemorrhages from the uterus, so 
profuse as to bring her at each' time of their return into the 
greatest danger. When she permitted me to take an examina- 
tion, there was no polypus in the vagina, but the uterus was much 
distended, and the os uteri being opened nearly to one-third of its 
circumference, I could discover within, and pressing upon it, a 
tumour of apparently a very large size. In the course of a few 
weeks, an immensely large polypus dropped into the vagina.* 
Her health was much reduced, and the extirpation of the polypus 
appearing the only chance of saving her, I made many and stre- 
nuous attempts to pass the ligature, but without success. I then 
procured a large and different instrument, like that used in tying 
the tonsils, but with this I was also foiled. In my endeavours to 
pass this instrument round the polypus, the surface was abraded, 
a blood vessel of a considerable size was wounded, and there was 
a loss of blood which rendered the patient still more weak. After 
a few days without any instrument, I gradually introduced my 
hand into the vagina, got the ligature over the polypus, and then 
tightened it. Dr. Orme and Mr. Croft were with me at the time. 
But many complaints came on, and she died in a few days, be- 
fore the polypus could be extirpated. 

4t The blood vessels which convey nourishment to a polypus, 
probably bear a relation to its size, and must, of course, be som0- 
times very large, so that in passing the ligature, it behooves us to 
be very careful that we do not wound the polypus; and, perhaps, 
in every case when the polypus is large, it would be better, if 
possible^ to introduce the hand, for the conveyance of the ligature, 
than to use the instrument. Much will also depend on the tex- 
ture of the polypus, which is sometimes so slight as to resemble 
an injected and corroded liver or kidney. J remember a case in 
which, though I only took a common examination, and the usual 
caution, so violent a hemorrhage was occasioned, that I thought 
the patient would have died instantly# Were a case similar to 

* In this case the secale oornatum weald moit probably hare succeeded in ex- 
P*Uii)g the tumour, and should always be tried in such cases. 
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Ibis to occur to me again, I should be disposed to try the effect 
of' styptic injections, deferring any attempt to pass the ligature, 
tali 1 had seen the effect which would be produced by them. 

"The three preceding cases are the only ones among a very 
preal number* in which I have not been successful; and I have 
jutted it right to state them thus circumstantially, to set others 
upon their guard, and to prepare them for the possibility of dis- 
appointment. - 

"In the -museum of the late Dr* Hunter, there is a large poly- 
pus from which an engraving was made r and by the register it 
appears, that after many attempts to pass the ligature, without 
success, thi* patient died. Perhaps by a knowledge of the causes 
of the miscarriages of others, (as in case 4th, just recited,) sub- 
sequent trials, eveu in the polypi which are of the largest size, 
may be more fortunate. I have very great pleasure in relating 
the following case, which Was lately under my 'care.” 


Case Fifth. 

"A foreign lady, who was born, and had lived the greatest 
part of her time, in a hot climate, applied to me. She had had 
every day, for more than three years, a very considerable dis- 
charge of blood from the Uterus, together with others of a diffe- 
rent kind and complexion, by which her strength was very much 
reduced. She had been attended by different gentlemen, who 
had not given any decided opinion of the nature of her disease. 
When I first examined her, I was indeed very much surprised ; 
for not only the whole vagina was filled up with a fleshy sub- 
stance, but the os uteri was as completely dilated as when the 
head of a child is passing through it, and the cavity of the uterus 
appeared to be much distended and filled with the same substance. 
I at first hesitated whether 1 should make an attempt to passlhe 
ligature, as I could not reach the stem of the substance, but after 
deliberating on the state of the patient, who must soon perish, 
unless relief could he given, and knowing that if tho ligature could 
be passed, I should have the power either of proceeding, or of 
stopping, on the appearance of any untoward symptom, 1 deter- 
mined to make a trial. The fiist and second attempts to pass 
thfe ligature were fruitless, but I at length conveyed the ligature 
beyond the bulk of the tumour, and far beyond tny reach, by 
means of a piece of thin cane, notched at the end. The ligature 
being daily drawn gradually tighter, was at liberty on the sixth 
day. The external parts were unusually contracted, and as any 
endeavours to bring away the polypus at that time must have 
failed, it was left in the vagina to soften and decay. On the ninth 
day after the ligature was come away, she had pains as regular 
23 
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as those of labour; and when the os externum became somewhat 
dilated, 1 laid hold of a portion of the tumour, first with my fin- 
gers, and then with a small sharp-pointed hook, favouring the 
expulsion of it as well as I could, during the pains, by which it 
was at length propelled with considerable force, after a labour of 
four hours’ continuance. From that time to the end of five 
weeks, there was not any discharge of any consequence. Then 
she menstruated regularly, and returned home in perfect health. 

“ This polypus, which was the largest I ever saw, was put into 
the hands of Dr. Baillie, who saw the patient during the opera- 
tion. It weighed two pounds and three ounces; so that, allowing 
for its decay, perhaps it could not originally have weighed less 
than three pounds. But the violence of the symptoms -does not 
always depend on the large or small size of the polypus. 

“ When polypi are too large to be extracted without much dif- 
ficulty after their separation, no harm can arise from their re- 
maining some days in the vagina, as I have found in several 
instances; and their bulk hourly lessening by decay, their ex- 
traction is rendered more easy. 

40 These cases lead to an observation on the difference between 
what is properly meant by the lerm polypus, and excrescence. 
By the former is to be understood, those excrescences that arise 
distinctly from the uterus or vagina; and by the latter, a morbid 
enlargement of those parts. The first of these generally admits 
of extirpation with safety and advantage; but the latter, though 
they admit of extirpation, and even promise success, cannot, with 
propriety and safety, be removed.” 


Case Sixth . 

We were called to Mrs. A. in January, 1833, who was losing 
much blood every few days from the uterus. Upon examination 
per vaginam, the mouth of the uterus was more open than natural, 
admitting the point of the finger to pass a little distance within it 
without difficulty : the whole neck was larger than usual, but 
nearly of the ordinary length. Rest, a restricted antiphlogistic 
diet was ordered, with injections, per vaginam, of pretty strong 
lead water; that is, two drachms of the acetate, to ftiss. of water, 
three or four times a day. These would seem to control the 
hemorrhage temporarily, but they would recur, at short intervale, 
and by very slight exertions. The cicuta, in increasing doses, 
together with liberal doses of the extract of Rathany, were steadily 
persevered in, with some degree of advantage as regarded the 
quantity of discharge. This plan was persevered in until August; 
at this time, an alarming discharge took place so as almost to 
exhaust my patient On an examination, now, the neck of the 
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uterus was found much enlarged, and it immediately occurred to 
me, that this enlargement was owing to a concealed polypus, 
making its way through it: with a hope of ending this work, I 
ordered thirty drops oi the vinous tincture of the secale cornutum 
every four hours. In the course of 48 hours, slight uterine pains 
were produced, which were permitted to continue for two days, 
and were then checked by morphia; at the end of a week, they 
were again renewed, and so on at intervals, for two months. 
On touching the mouth of the uterus now a smooth round body, 
of the size of a large cherry, was perceived at its extremity, 
which, to my great satisfaction, confirmed the opinion I had given: 
the hemorrhage was now very much diminished ; and could 
always be stopped by a small tampon of sponge. In this manner 
things went on for several months, the substance gradually pro- 
truding itself, by the occasional use of the tincture of ergot, and 
eventually, by December, 1834, the uterus freed itself of a poly- 
pus, as large, nearly as a goose-egg, forming a neck or pedicle 
of considerable thickness, more than an inch in diameter. I 
applied the wire ligature, and the tumour fell off on the eleventh 
day; no unpleasant symptom attended its application or followed 
its separation: my patient is rapidly recovering from the im- 
mense loss of blood, during a period of more than two years’ con- 
tinuance. 

“The late Dr. Hamilton, of Glasgow, obliged me with the 
drawing of a polypus which weighed one pound and four ounces, 
and had dropped through the os externum, inverting and drag- 
ging along w’ilh it the fundus of the uterus. The patient died. 
Had the nature of this complaint been understood in due time, 
it would, in all likelihood, have been possible to have tied and ex- 
tirjjK'wd it, before it had occasioned so much mischief. It is an 
example, among many others, of the impropriety of waiting till 
the polypus is excluded through the os externum, before we at- 
tempt to tie it; an opinion which some have entertained. 


Sect. IV . — Mode of Applying the Ligature for Polypi . 

We shall give Mr. Clarke’s mode of applying the ligature, with 
our own experience upon this plan. 

He directs, that previously to performing the operation, the 
rectum of the patient should be emptied by a clyster, or the in- 
testinal canal may be cleared in its whole extent by a mild pur- 
gative. For a short time before the commencement of the ope- 
ration the patient should be kept in the upright posture, that the 
neck of the tumour may be more within reach. 

“ As the tumour possesses different degrees of convexity in dif- 
ferent cases, and as the distance of its neck from the os externum 
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is very various* the practitioner must be provided with two or 
three rods of different lengths, made of flexible metal, so as to be 
capable of being adapted to the shape of the tumour. The 
author’s brother, the late Dr. Clarke, has contrived a brass rod, 
which, being received into a hollow handle, is capable of having 
its length altered as each case may require; and by this means 
the multiplication of instruments is rendered unnecessary. 

“ A silver cannula, of a length sufficient to reach from the neck 
of the tumour to the distance of an inch, or an inch and a half 
from the os externum, should be prepared; and near the extre- 
mity which is to hang out of the external parts, there should be 
placed two small shoulders, round which the ends of the ligature 
may be twisted. A sort of windlass has been recommended for 
this purpose in the cannula; but this is quite unnecessary, and 
renders the instrument more complicated. 

“ The ligature should be made of waxed silk, of such a thick- 
ness, as neither to cut the neck of the tumour, nor to break, nor 
block up the cannula.* In order to pass the ligature through the 
cannula, a long piece of thin brass wire should be ready. This 
is absolutely necessary ; because, when the ligature becomes 
slippery and pliable, it will not be possible to push it through the 
cannula. The pa ient should be placed upon a bed. She should 
lie upon her left side, and her knees should be drawn up towards 
the abdomen. If the external parts should not be readily dila- 
table, they should be dilated. The forefinger of the practitioner’s 
left hand, (previously oiled,) is now to be carried through the 
vagina to the neck of the tumour. The brass rod, (previously 
prepared with the ligature, and its curvature adapted to the shape 
of the tumour,) is to be passed up by the right hand to that part 
of the neck of the tumour where the forefinger of the other >and 
is placed. The ligature is then to be secured by the finger, and 
the brass rod is to be carefully carried round the neck of the 
tumour, till it comes to that part where the ligature was secured. 
The practitioner is now to secure also under his finger, that part 
of the ligature which has been carried round the neck of the 

* We are convinced, from late experience, that a double silver cannula, rather 
longer than it is ordinarily made, armed with a piece of fine steel well annealed 
wire, is much the simplest and best instrument. Wo have tried the rods, but did 
not succeed in applying the ligature. We merely mention tho fact, without under- 
valuing Mr. Clarke's instrument. The failure may have been owing to our own 
mal- adroit ness rather than to the want of suitableness in the instrument itself. 
We, however, succeed with difficulty with the long silver double cannula. We 
think the following advantages attach to the cannula and wire. First, its whole 
powers are more at the command of the operator. Secondly, the loop can always 
be enlarged or diminished at pleasure. Thirdly.it can be more easily removed, 
or have its location changed, if this be ncoessary. Fourthly, any degree of pres- 
sure can be made, by a pair of pjiers, that may be deemed expedient. Fifthly, the 
tumour is more completely strangled, and, consequently, wilt be soon detached by 
Violation. Sixthly, it requires but one instrument. 
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tumour, and the rod is to be carefully withdrawn. In some 
cases, it will be found more convenient to steady a part of the 
ligature with the rod, and to carry the other part of the ligature 
round the neck of the tumour with the finger. In doing this part 
of the operation, great care is to be taken not to include any part 
of the os uteri. Before the ligature is tightened, the patient is to 
be desired to inform the operator if she feels pain; because, if the 
tumour only is included in the ligature, no pain will be felt. 

“ The two extremities of the ligature which hang out of the os 
externum, are now to be drawn through the cannula, by the piece 
of wire, (which had been previously doubled, and carried through 
the cannula, so as to form a noose projecting from it,) and after 
the cannula has been gently passed up to the neck of the tumour, 
they are to be drawn tight, and are then to be twisted round the 
shoulders of the cannula, where they are to be made secure. 
The ligature, therefore, should be long enough to encircle the 
neck of the tumour, to be carried through the cannula, and a suf- 
ficient length of it should remain to be affixed to the shoulders of 
it. More than one ligature should always be prepared, lest that 
which is first used should become too slippery to be managed. 

“ After threading the eye of the rod, one extremity of the liga- 
ture is to be twisted once or twice round the instrument, whilst 
the other hangs loose. The patient should be made acquainted 
with the shape and situation of the instrument, that it may not be 
liable to be removed when she gets up to make water. She is 
also to be desired to remain constantly upon her side, and should 
not be allowed to move from one side to the other, unless when 
the practitioner is present. For want of attention to this caution, 
there is reason to believe that the cannula has been inadvertently 
pressed against, and its extremity pushed through the uterus of 
the patient, so as to occasion her death. In the engraving given 
of the polypus cannula, there may be seen a contrivance, by 
means of which this accident may be prevented. The cannula is 
made of the same diameter from one end to the other, and a spiral 
screw is cut upon it. To this spiral screw is adapted another 
screw, placed in the centre of a kind of shield, which, (when the 
ligatures are fastened,) is to be placed in contact with the external 
parts. The shield in the plate is of a circular form ; but in women 
who are corpulent, it may be more convenient that its shape 
should be oval. 

“The patient is now to be left, and great care is to be taken 
by the nurse that the cannula is not moved when the contents of 
the bladder are expelled. 

“ Every day the practitioner is to examine the state of the liga- 
ture ; and as often as it is found at all too slack, it is to be tightened. 
The mode of tightening it requires particular attention. If the 
cannula should happen to be long, the practitioner should not hold 

23 * 
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the end of it whilst he tightens the ligature ; lest with the force 
used, the ligature should cut through the neck of the tumour, and 
the other extremity of the cannula should be forcibly and suddenly 
pushed by the left hand against the internal parts of the woman. 
In order to avoid this accident, the cannula should be firmly held 
close to the external parts of the woman, which prevents the pos- 
sibility of mischief being done. If the cannula with a ligature is 
employed, it is next to impossible that this accident should hap- 
pen. 

“ A syringeful of warm water should be thrown into the va- 
gina every day, when the ligature is tightened, in order to wash 
away the putrid discharge. 

“ The time at which the ligature will come away, will depend 
upon the thickness and firmness of the neck of the tumour, and 
the tightness with which the hgalure is at first applied. The 
neck of the tumour sometimes is cut ihrough in four days; some- 
times ten or twelve days will elapse between the application of 
the ligature and the removal of the tumour, and occasionally the 
separation of the tumour will take up nearly three weeks, but 
this is an uncommon occurrence. 

‘‘The neck of the tumour being destroyed, the tumour itself is 
to be brought away by the practitioner. This will be accom- 
plished in some cases with ease, by one or two fingers intro- 
duced into the vagina. If the polypus is large, or the external 
parts contracted, a single blade of a pair of midwife forceps may 
be used. If the size of the tumour should be such as not to be 
easily removed by these means, the crotchet may be fixed into it, 
and in this way it may be brought along. The palm of the hand 
should alwdys be kept opposite to the beak of the instrument : so 
that if it should slip, the parts of the woman may not be injured 
by it. 

“The cavity of the vagina, shouM afterwards be cleansed, by 
injecting some tepid water, and this should be repeated during 
several days. 

“ The mucous and bloody discharge seldom continue long after 
the extraction of the polypus; but if any should remain. after a 
week or ten days, some astringent injection should be thrown 
into the vagina three or four times a day. 

“As the ligature is applied around the neck of the tumour, a 

f art of the latter may remain between the ligature and the uterus, 
n consequence of the application of the ligature, this part putre- 
fies, and comes away mixed with the discharges. In one case 
in which the author extracted a polypus from the uterus, he found 
that the os uteri had nearly recovered its natural size at the end of 
five days from the time at which the ligature came away; that 
*t the end of fourteen days it was impossible to ascertain that 
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any disease had existed in the parts; and upon the sixteenth day, 
the patient menstruated. 

“ It has been recommended, after the application of the liga- 
ture, that the tumour should be cut off with a knife; but there 
does not appear to be any necessity for doing this, particularly 
as no harm arises to the patient from suffering it to remain till it 
falls off. Besides which, mischief might be done with a knife 
carried high into the vagina, and it is by no means certain that 
the tumour will not be more likely to return. 

“It sometimes happens that the ligature and cannula fall out of 
the vagina when the practitioner is not with the patient; for 
which event she should be prepared, lest this occurrence should 
create alarm. Whenever this happens, it is obvious that the neck 
of the tumour is destroyed. 

“ The food of the patient should be simple, easy of digestion, 
and nutritious. If the bowels should be confined, a clyster of 
warm gruel may be thrown into the rectum. If the stomach 
should be irritable, a saline draught in a state of effervescence 
may be given, with a few drops of laudanum; and if the patient 
should complain of pain from long confinement to the same pos- 
ture, a sufficient dose of opium should be taken to procure rest. 

“The cause of debility being removed, the patient generally 
quickly recovers her strength; but as an auxiliary, a draught con- 
sisting of a decoction of bark, with sulphuric acid, may be taken 
three times a day. 


Sect. V. — Of the Cauliflower Excrescence. 

This is a disease of the uterus that the author has not seen. 
He has, in several instances, witnessed considerable discharges 
of a watery kind from the vagina, which he anticipated might be 
this disease; but, upon examination per vaginam, they did not 
prove to be so; nor could the cause of such profuse discharges 
be accounted for: they all were relieved by astringent injections, 
the tincture of cantharides, the bats, copaiv., &c.* 

* I lately witnessed a case of profuse and acrid discharge of water from the va- 
gina, which resisted all the remedies 1 employed, and eventually terminated in 
death. The neck of the uterus, when examined per vaginam, was much thickened, 
tender, and opened so much as lo permit the finger to pass. The whole uterine 
mass seemed to fill up the lower portion of the pelvis, and appeared to be attached 
to the whole of the surrounding parts, so firmly, as to be immoveable in the pelvic 
cavity, by any force which could be applied by the finger. There was also a con- 
siderable hemorrhage from lime to time; and when this was not preheat, the 
watery discharge was constant and copious. The patient appeared to sink from 
the profuseness of this discharge. She laboured under this complaint about six 
months. Leave could not be obtained to inspect the body. 

There was not, at any time of her illness, any rising of the fundus above the 
pelvis; or,- in other words, there was no distention of this organ, to lead to the sus- 
picion, that its cavity might be occupied by hydatids. 
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The late Dr. John Clarke, of London/ we believe, was the 
first who described this disease. In this country it must be ex- 
tremely rare, or our experience, we think, would .have furnished 
us with a case. It may almost be looked upon as among the in- 
curable diseases of these parts, though considerable relief has 
been experienced, at different times, by the application of the 
ligature, &c. 

This disease has taken its name from its strong resemblance 
to the cauliflower. “ The surface is granulated, and it consists 
of a great number of small projections, which may be picked off 
from the surface, as the granules may be detached from the ve- 
getable.” Clarke, p. 59. The whole of this excrescence is co- 
vered by a membrane of an extremely fine texture; from the sur- 
face of which, an aqueous fluid is poured in great quantity ; and 
thus gives a particular character to this disease. 

This tumour occupies, for a long time, the upper part of the 
vagina, as it is the product of the os uteri ; it, however, gradually, 
nay, sometimes very rapidly, enlarges so much, as to fill up the 
whole of the vaginal cavity; and occasionally, even to protrude 
beyond the labia. This extension of the disease gives an oppor- 
tunity to examine its texture, and to ascertain its colour. 

Its texture is so extremely delicate, as to be injured by the 
slightest violence; and, when this has been done, a discharge of 
florid, arterial-looking blood, immediately follows; the quantity 
of which will be in proportion to the extent of lesion the tumour 
may have suffered. 

The appearance of the tumour is of a bright flesh colour; 
giving evidence of great vascularity, with very little solidity of 
structure. 

This tumour possesses no sensibility, and is one of the rare in- 
stances of great vascularity, being unaccompanied by exalted 
feeling. 

In no instance is the structure of the vagina involved, so far 
as observation has yet extended. It may originate from the 
whole circle of the os uteri, or only from a portion of it : hitherto 
it has never been traced within the uterus. 

Mr. Clarke thinks the growth of this excrescence, is, in some 
measure, influenced by the capacity of the vagina; increasing 
more rapidly in capacious, than in restricted vagin®. Hence, 
in married women, who have borne many children, the tumour 
increases very rapidly; and, on the contrary, “ the pressure of 
the sides of a less capacious vagina, as in single women, will 
greatly tend to control its enlargement, acting like a bandage.”— 
Clarke, p. 61. 


**. * See bis paper, in Transactions of the Society for the Improvement of Medical 

Knowledge, 1812. 
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It would seem that the enlargement of the tumour, at least, 
when it is so large as to protrude beyond the labia, occasions 
inconvenience by its mechanical pressure; as the parts immedi- 
ately in contact with it, will not unfrequently ulcerate. 

It is not ascertained what gives rise to this disease; conjecture 
even seems at bay. The mechanical violences of labour, are al- 
together insufficient to account for its production; for “ married 
women, who have never been pregnant ; nay, single- women, are 
liable to the complaint, in whom no violence can have been of- 
fered to the os uteri,” p. 62. 

" It cannot be traced to any syphilitic cause. The common 
prostitutes of this metropolis, (London,) are by no means more 
liable to it, than any similar number of women in different sta- 
tions of life. The disease as often arises in the strong and robust 
as in the weak ; in persons who live in the country, as those who 
inhabit large towns; in those whose situation in life obliges them 
to labour, as well as in those, who from their rank in society, 
sometimes consider themselves privileged members of it. 

“No period of life, after the age of twenty, seems to be exempt 
from the disease. The author. has known it fatal at the age of 
twenty; and he has met with the disease at different periods of 
life up to old age.” — Clarke, p. 62. 

We have noticed above, that the blood which escapes from the 
tumour, when it has been injured, has the marks of arterial blood, 
indeed this excrescence seems to be but a mass, or congeries of 
arteries and veins. 

A very remarkable circumstance attends this disease; namely, 
its disappearance after death. Mr. Clarke declares, “ No one 
has seen a tumour, resembling a cauliflower excrescence, in the 
dead body,” p. 63. It seems that so soon as life ceases, the whole 
tumour shrinks, and leaves nothing which resembles itself. All 
that can be perceived of the former tumour, however large it 
may have been, is “ a soft, flaccid, slimy, whitish substance, re- 
sembling the foetal portion of the placenta of a calf, after it has 
been macerated in water,” p. 66. 

Notwithstanding the extremely vascular nature of this excre- 
scence, it has hitherto resisted every attempt to inject it; and, 
" though the uterine vessels were abundantly filled with the in- 
jection, the fluid escaped from its surface as fast as it was thrown 
in from the pipe of the injecting syringe.” 

Many attempts had been made by different practitioners, to 
procure a specimen of this disease; but all had failed, until Mr. 
Clarke was fortunate enough to remove one of these tumours on 
the third day after the application of a ligature. So soon as it 
was relieved from the vagina, it was put into alcohol: jt was 
from this specimen, that his beautiful drawing and engraving 
were made. See plate IX. 
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Sect. VI .— Of the Symptoms of this Complaint . 

This complaint begins by an aqueous discharge from the va- 
gina: this is but little attended to in the beginning; nor, indeed, 
until the quantity rendered obliges the woman to protect herdelf 
against its excess, But, as this profusion is not attended with 
either pain or stench, she neglects herself, until her health yields 
to this undermining disease. As a general rule, the quantity of 
watery discharge is in proportion to the surface of the tumour. 

The water evacuated in this way, may be altogether transpa- 
rent or colourless: or only occasionally tinged with red, upon 
the yielding of a small vessel; the quantity of water may be so 
small as not to create any great inconvenience, or it may be so ^ 
excessive, as to require constant attention. Sexual intercourse ; 
is always followed by a discharge of blood ; e ven commd*jptak * 
tions may be succeeded by a similar hemorrhage. Thua^fingfefiP * 
ing, sneezing, or straining at stool, will sometimes be wKffUSa 
by a great loss. 

The watery discharge diminishes, in proportion as the san- 
guineous increases. From these multiplied discharges, the sys- 
tem becomes very much debilitated, and the body wastes, but 
not to great emaciation ; the stomach becomes dyspeptic, and 
the~belly tympanitic. Hysterical and nervous symptoms super- 
vene, to aggravate the distresses of the already oppressed pa- 
tient. 

Effusions now take place, and both local and general dropsy 
but too certainly follow. Sometimes the sufferings of the patient 
have an unexpected and fatal termination, from the profuseness 
of the hemorrhage, which may have suddenly assailed her. 


Sect. VII . — Of the Prognosis. 

.Mr. Clarke is of opinion that the tonicity of the vagina will 
have a decided influence upon the progress of this complaint ; 
which must consequently influence the prognostic. He says, 
“ As the enlargement of vessels in other situations is much in- 
fluenced by pressure, so it will be found^hat the compression of 
the sides of the vagina will greatly retard the growth of this tu- 
mour. Now, as the quantity of tho watery discharge depends 
upon the extent of surface the tumour presents, and as thq danger 
of the patient is in proportion to the quantity of the discharge, it 
follows, that whenever the vagina has lost its tone, and the tu- 
mour has thereby been little subject to compression, the prognos- 
tic to be given to the friends of the patient, as to the probable 
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duration of life, should be less favourable than when the sides of 
the tumour are supported by the sides of a more contracted canal. 
Added to this, the very pressure of a contracted vagina, is an 
evidence that the constitution still possesses a considerable de- 
gree of vigour : so that the capacity of the vagina, in this instance, 
as well as in many others, is by no means a bad criterion of the 
strength remaining in the constitution. 

“ When the tumour occupies only a small part of the os uteri, 
the opinion to be. given should be more favourable, than when 
the whole circumference of the opening is involved in the disease.” 
“ The symptoms, in some cases of the disease, are diminished 
more easily than in others; of which circumstance no knowledge 
can be obtained until the experiment has been made; the greater 
the effect, therefore, which local remedies produce in controlling 
the discharge, the longer will the disease continue, cseteris pari- 
bus, without destroying life.” 


Sect. VIII . — Treatment of the Cauliflower Excrescence. 

This disease, like, some others of the uterus, if let alone, never 
cures itself. The debilitating nature of the discharges, with 
which thie complaint is always attended, will soon exhaust the 
woman that may be the subject of them — the watery, from the 
excess of its quantity, and the sanguineous, from the importance 
of its quality, though it may not be profuse* Unfortunately, this 
complaint, -in its commencement, .does not excite as much alarm 
as its mischievous tendency should create. It were desirable* 
that females should be better acquainted with the symptoms, 
which forerun and accompany many of the dangerous diseases to 
which they are unavoidably liable> were it always safe to com- 
municate to them such information. But, unfortunately, the im- 
agination exerts such influence over the happiness of mankind, 
as to render it extremely doubtful, whether more would not be 
lost, than gained, by such knowledge: it must, therefore, be 
left to contingent discovery for the present, as it has been hereto- 
fore. 

From the nature of the formation, or rather organization, of 
this species of tumour, it is evident, that its extension or diminu- 
tion will very much depend upon the state of the circulating sys- 
tem both as regards its excitement, and its quantity of blood : and 
experience appears to have proved, that nothing keeps it in sub- 
jection like controlling the force of the arterial system ; and no- 
thing is so effectual to this end, as lessening the quantity of blood ; 
directly, by bleeding; and preventing its accumulation, by a well- 
regulated diet. 

Blood may be abstracted from the arm by the lancet; or it 
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may be taken by cups, or by leeebkrg, from about the sacrum car 
thighs : this will diminish the quantity of blood immediately pre- 
sent, and will afford relief. But this benefit will be' transient, if 
new accumulations be not prevented, by severely restricting the pa- 
tient to a very bland and unnutritious diet. The articles of diet 
must be not only void of stimulus, but should also be but little 
nourishing. If this be not attended to, no good can result from 
the abstraction of blood; on the contrary, it may be even inju- 
rious, as the excitability of the system is increased, by the loss 
of it. 

Mr. Clarke appears to prefer local, to general bleeding. He 
also prefers cupping, to the application of leeches; but without 
assigning any reason for the preference: we cannot see why 
either would not do. 

Mr. Clarke says, “ The diet should be of the mildest kind, such 
as puddings, white fish, and vegetables.” In this country, we 
should look upon “ puddings and white fish,” as very substantial 
fare ; and would be far from the articles we should select as pro- 
per for a woman in this situation. Were we to direct upon such 
an occasion, we would confine the patient to black tea, thin cof- 
fee, and stale bread, for the meals of morning and eyeningt and 
vegetables alone for dinner. These may consist of rice, the po- 
tato, the turnip, the parsnip, the carrot, the tomato, and the ripe 
fruits of the season. 

We milSht permit a little variety, by allowing rennet-whey, 
buttermilk, baked or roasted apples, thin vegetable jellies, as that 
of the tapioca^ rice, or arrow root. Her drink should absolutely 
be water, barley water, molasses and 'water, toast water, or thin 
flaxseed tea. 

A recumbent posture must also he insisted oo, or but little 
advantage will be derived from the attempts made to reduce 
the force of the circulation. But it should be remembered, that 
it is not a matter of indifference on what the patient reposes ; it 
should be either a good elastic mattress, a sacking bottom, or a 
sofa* A feather bed would be directly injurious, by maintain- 
ing too much warmth about the pelvis. And Mr. Clarke insists, 
that, “ if the patient be married, she should be separated from her 
husband’s bed; to which she should never return.” 

An unceasing attention should be paid to the state of the bow- 
els; a loose stool should be procured daily. When this can be 
effected by diet, it is always best it should be. For this purpose* 
the bread which the patient eats should be made of unbolted wheat 
flour; or this may be made into mush, and eaten with molasses. 
Indian meal gruel, sweetened with molasses, has also a favoura- 
ble effect upon the bowels. 

But should these be found insufficient for the purposd, the pa- 
tient may chew daily a little of the root of rhubarb : or take equal 
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parts of cremor tartar and the flour of brimstone, made into an 
electuary by molasses. The lenitive electuary alone, or a little 
increased in power, if necessary, by a small addition of powder- 
ed jalap, is ofteniimes very effectual. Equal parts of calcined 
magnesia and the flour of brimstone, is a very certain laxative. 
The solution of the sulphate of magnesia in small doses, taken be- 
fore breakfast, is also very certain. At all events, costiveness 
must be avoided. Should it, however, accidentally occur, it 
should be removed in the most gentle manner; for the strong 
efforts of the abdomen must be avoided. This will be best done 
by very mild injections, such as warm molasses and water, thin 
soap suds, making the quantity such as will ensure their opera- 
tion, rather by their bulk than their stimulus. 

Mr. Clarke speaks in high terms of cold applied to the outside 
of the pelvis; and by injections of cold fluids within the vagina. 
The former to be applied by sponges, and the latter by the female 
syringe : these to be repeated twice each twenty-four hours. 

With a view to diminish the size of the tumour, Mr. Clarke 
recommends astringent applications. For this purpose, he ad- 
vises the sulphate of zinc, in the proportion of four or five grains 
to the ounce of water; or alum, in the proportion of ten or twelve 
grains, with a little of the mucilage of gum Arabic ; or alum and 
the tincture of kino, as follows; — # 

R. Infus. lini, gxv. 

Alum inis, gij. 

Tinct. kino, 3 j. — M. 

Or, 

R. Cupri pulphat. gr s. r. 

Aqu® Flor. samb. 

Mist camphor®, gvj. — M. 

He gives several other formulae, much of the same character, 
but we think of no more efficacy. He suggests, with much pro- 
priety, the necessity of great care in throwing up these injec- 
tions into the vagina, lest the extremity of the pipe should break 
a portion of the tumour, and occasion a bleeding. The round- 
headed pewter female syringe is the best for this purpose ; and 
even this should be introduced but a little way beyond the os 
externum. 

If the tumour has so far increased, as to appear at the os ex- 
ternum, or just within the labia, it, is advised, tnat the astringent 
fluids should be used by means of a common earthen butter 
boat; the woman having her hips elevated during the operation* 
And when the tumour has actually protruded, Mr. Clarke directs 
“compresses dipped in an astringent fluid, to be applied to it; or 
the surface may be lightly touched with a soft sponge wetted 
with it,” p. 98. 

24 
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As this complaint is sure, sooner or later, to be attended by 
great debility, the woman should be supported by tonics when 
this occurs. The sulphuric and muriatic acids are recommended 
for this purpose, with the infusion of orange peel, or of rose leaves, 
with great confidence, and, we believe, justly : at least, we think 
they agree better than any other tonics we have tried, in wast- 
ing diseases. 

Bark in decoction, is also a favourite remedy with most prac- 
titioners, but it is sometimes difficult to restrain its effects on the 
bowels. The sulphate of quinine has not the same tendency to 
pass through the bowels, as the bark, in substance or in decoc- 
tion 5 it, therefore, merits the preference. The decoction of the 
cascarilla, (cortex Eleuth.) has an admirable effect sometimes, 
where the bark is indicated, but cannot be used. 

Of the general plan of treatment now laid down, Mr. Clarke 
speaks in the following terms. “ The author is justified in re- 
peating, that, by a strict attention to, and compliance with, the 
rules above suggested, nearly every case of this disease may be 
made tolerable; and, perhaps, such a change wrought in the size 
or the actions of the excrescence, in a few instances, as to re- 
move all the symptoms, p. 104. He confirms these hopes by the 
recital of several successful cases. 

The ligature, however, he considers as an important auxiliary. 
It is to be applied, as recommended for the polypus of the uterus. 
He declares, however, that more care is necessary in its appli- 
cation in the one case than in the other ; the cauliflower excre- 
scence being so very liable to bleed, when any violence is offered 
.it. The shield recommended for the polypus, is not so necessary 
in the cauliflower excrescence, as the tumour will be cut through 
in a much shorter time. The objection to the use of the shield 
in this operation, is the possibility that the weight of it may tear 
through the tumour, before the blood has coagulated in the ves- 
sels above. 

“After the removal of the disease, (tumour,) it is recommend- 
ed that the vagina should be washed out with cold water, and 
that a solution of alum, in a strong decoction of oak bark, should 
bef thrown into the vagina twice or three times a day, and the 
external orifice blocked up with a dossil of lint, so as to prevent 
the too sudden escape of the fluid. 

“A weak solution of the nitrate of silver, or of the sulphate 
of copper may be preferable, in sopne instances, to any other in- 
jection : it may be used in the following proportions: — 


R. 

Argcnti nitmt. 

m. Mij. 

R. 

Aq. dwiillat. 

Or, 

Jxij. f. »oL 

Capri talpbat. 

grt. xviij. 


Aq®» roMB, 
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A piece of lint, wetted with either of these solutions, may be 
introduced, aad placed against the diseased portion of the os 
uteri. “By such means, a slight Inflammation . may be excited 
in the blood vessels, so as to produce a consolidation of the parts 
diseased ; and thus the regeneration of the tumour may be more 
tardy. 

“ However favourable appearances may be in that part of the 
uterus which can be examined by the finger, there may exist out 
of reach, and consequently without the knowledge of the practi- 
tioner, morbid changes of structure, which may, of themselves, 
prove fatal/' p. 112. 

We have chosen to quote the opinions of Mr. Clarke upon the 
subject before us, pretty much at large, as his experience quali- 
fies him to give directions for the management of this disease, 
which our entire ignorance would not justify. The high stand- 
ing of this gentleman, as a successful practitioner, adds much 
value to his practical directions, and what enhances these opi- 
nions still more, is, that they are altogether free from learned 
parade, without elucidation; and of ingenious speculations, with- 
out practical improvement 


Sect. IX . — Of Hydatids of the Uterus. 

By hydatids, is understood a congeries of vesicles of various 
sizes. Containing a transparent lymph; attached to the internal 
face of the uterus, and with each other, by filamentous footstalks, 
much resembling a bunch of grapes. These vesicles differ in 
size^from the smallness of a pin's head, to the size of a walnut 
They are looked upon as animals of extremely simple organiza- 
tion, and functions** Of their origin we know nothing, and 

* This disease has been long known to physicians; for it is said that JEtiue 
lias distinctly alluded to it, yet the caoso, and the precise nature of tho product, 
is still unsettled. Valesneri looked upon this product, as an enlargement of glo- 
bules or pouches, which he ssys he has discovered by the microscope to belong to 
tho lymphatic vessels of the placenta, chorion ; and amnios, as a natural arrange* 
inert; but which, from some morbid cause, have enlarged themselves. Desor- 
raeaux, aided by the microscopical observations of Velpeau, (a) has taken nearly 
the same view of the subject as Valesneri. While Percy looks upon them as am* 
mals, and to be the tenia hydfUiffena of Pallas, and declares, (6) that he has seen 
them move, when exposed to tne action of salt and vinegar. While Madame 
Boivin (c) reverts to the old doctrine, that the vesicular mole, as she terms it, does 
not consist of hydatids, but is bona fide a degeneration of tho impregnated ovum. 
For she declares, that this vesicular cluster is covered by a membranous expan- 


ft 
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almost as little of their habks. Nor do we know how many 
species there* may be of them, as several are sometimes found m 
4ne same animal. A large hydatid has several small ones at- 
tached to it, by small filamentary processes. 

These animals sometimes increase with great rapidity; and 
when their seat is in the cavity of the uterus, they distend it in 
proportion as they acquire size, or increase in number. 

The symptoms of this disease resemble very much those*. of 
incipient pregnancy— after awhile the uterus enlarges, sometimes 
more, and at other times less rapidly, and may be left in the 
hypogastrium swelling of the mammae most generally, together 
with the formation of a fluid, which may be discharged by the 
nipples — and areolae as in true pregnancy — sometimes an alter- 
nate discharge from the vagina, of serum or blood ; and the 
absence of a solid body immersed in a fluid, as takes place in 
pregnancy, when the woman is examined by the touch. This 
last sign, when united with the rational signs of pregnancy, Ma- 
dame Boivin considers as highly characteristic of the disease. 
And after the expulsion of this body, lochia follow, the breasts 
swell, and milk is secreted. 

The cause of the disease under consideration, has never been 
discovered. These animals sometimes attack the external cover- 
ing of the ovum, and thus produce abortion.* See note beloW.f 

It is not, however, ascertained that pregnancy is always ne- 
cessary for their production/)- Indeed, in thd only case we ever 
witnessed of this disease, it certainly was not immediately so, if 
reliance can be placed upon the general good character of the 
patient. The patient was more than thirty years of age, and had 
been a widow upwards of three years, when she was attacked 
with hydatids of the uterus. 

She observed herself to swell gradually, and also to decline in 
health; her menses were arrested, and her lower extremities 


aion, which is devisabto into two lamina — one of which resembles the epichorion 
or decidua reflexa, while the other differs in nothing from the amnios. 

* A case of this kind, With a drawing of the ovum, has been kindly furnished 
me by Dr. Atlee of this place, accompanied by the following account of it. 

“ The above is a rough drawing of an ovum beset with hydatid* % which was 
expelled from the uterus of & particular friend, aged about forty-five years, who 
had had slight floodings every day, at intervals, for one month, unattended with 
pain; at the expiration of wlireh time, labour pains came on, and the ovum soon 
escaped. The rationale of the case, I have supposed to be thus : the hydatids 
forming and increasing gradually, separated by degrees the ovum from the pa- 
lietea of the uterus, at each renewed separation causing hemorrhage, and soon the 
death of' the embryo, which, on cutting into the ovum, was let out, in appearance 
like pus. The hydatids contained pure lymph, m See Plate VIII. 

t Mdme. Boivin and some others, think that impregnation is essential to the 
production of the uterine hydatid. Ruysch thought, that a retained placenta 
vrould give rise to hydatids. 
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were swollen. Her friends suspected she was pregnant; and 
when she was attacked with periodical pains, they were certain 
their conjectures were well founded: at this time we were sent 
for. Before our arrival, however, the uterus had relieved itself, 
by expelling nearly a chamber-potful of hydatids; at least so we 
supposed them to be; for they had been thrown out unfortunately 
before w'e came.* They said, what came from her, was like a 
very large bunch of grapes of different sizes; from the size of a 
currant to that of a large fox grape. 

When we arrived;, we found the woman very much exhausted 
by the discharge of blood, and which was still flowing in an 
alarming degree. This was, however, arrested by frictions upon 
the abdomen, ice, and large doses of the acetate of lead and 
opium. In the course of two years she had several attacks of 
this kind, each of which was less severe than the former; and at 
last they seemed to cease spontaneously, and the woman reco- 
vered her health, without any thing particular having been done 
for her, except sea-bathing for a whole season. 

As connected with medical jurisprudence, it would be of the 
highest importance to determine, whether impregnation be a sine 
qua non to the production of hydatids — but whether this will ever 
be satisfactorily determined, must be left to contingency, as nei- 
ther reasoning, nor experiment, can well decide the question. 
We would, however, suggest, that as the opinion of Madame 
Boivin rests upon assumption, as well as that of Percy, a jury 
should incline to the side of mercy, when a question of this kind 
is agitated. We therefore altogether applaud the decision of 
Percy, who acquitted a young religieuse of incontinence*, by de- 
claring, that vesicular moles, are merely hydatids, though she 
would perhaps have been condemned by Madame Boivin, had 
the appeal been made to her. We therefore look upon the hypo- 
thesis of this lady, if adopted in its full extent, to be highly dan- 
gerous, and must remain so, unless her opinion be unequivocally 
proved — but, fortunately, hydatids is a rare disease, and cannot 
often compromit character or life* 

In consequence of the delicacy of the covering of the hydatid, 
it is easily destroyed by pressure, or any conquassatory motion 
of the abdominal muscles or uterus:- hence they frequently burst, 
and give rise to a discharge of a pale transparent fluid, without 
odour or tenacity. And this circumstance may be said to be the 
only one which characterizes this complaint; for every other at- 
tending symptom, is so common to many other affections of the 
uterus, that they would not serve to distinguish it. The greater 
part of the inconveniences of this complaint, arises, as in preg- 

* “They are known lo have remained in utcro longer than other kinds on moles. 
Duges relates a case where 15 pounds weight of hydatids were discharged* 
which had been five or six years accumulating.” 

24 * 
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nancy, from the pressure of the distended uterus upon the sur- 
rounding parts: hence, we sometimes have cramps of the lower 
extremities, cedematous swellings of them* retention of urine, 
&c., as in a genuine pregnancy. I cannot find, in any memo- 
randa of the case just related, any notice taken of the condition 
of the mammae, from this diseased occupation of the uterus. 

This disease may be known from the cauliflower excrescence, 
by the occasional discharge of a watery fluid, and this in differ- 
ent quantities at different times; whereas, in the latter disease, 
the quantity of fluid discharged is much greater, and more con- 
stant. As regards the sensible qualities of each, they perhaps 
resemble each other pretty strictly; but we know of no experi- 
ments to determine their chemical resemblances, or discrepan- 
cies. * 

No remedy has hitherto been discovered for the relief of this 
complaint. The patient is not to be led to expect any great be- 
nefit from art; at least in the progress, or in the interval of the 
disease. All it can do, is to afford a degree of relief, by aiding 
in a species of labour, which will sooner or later take place, 
from the distention of the uterus. 

Percy declares, that after the discharge of vesicles had com- 
menced, he found great advantage from injecting a solution of 
salt in vinegar into the uterus. He declares this was followed 
by a rustling noise in the pelvis, occasioned, as he supposes, by 
the agitation into which the hydatids were thrown by this un- 
usual stimulus. On this point, Mdme. Boivin declares her fear 
of either its utility or its safety, as in one of her own patients 
threatening symptoms of inflammation after its employment en- 
sued ; and in another, it was of no advantage. She considers 
gentle titillation at the os uteri with the finger, stimulating injec- 
tions per anum, frictions upon the hypogastrium, and the applica- 
tion of cold to the lower part of the trunk, to be more efficacious 
and safe. Injections into the uterus, of a stimulating kind, are 
useful, she says, when it does not contract, or if the hemorrhage 
continues after it has contracted. But we are of opinion that the 
“ ergot, as will be recommended presently, would supersede all 
these remedies. 

Mr. Clarke declares, “ When this period arrives, at which the 
uterus is striving to unload itself of its contents, then all the skill 
and energy of the practitioner will be wanting, and all his efforts 
will be called forth to control the hemorrhage, and to sustain the 
powers of the constitution. With this view, the patient should 


* 11 They contain a fluid, which in the smaller ones, is transparent, and in the 
larger ones I have seen them of a beautiful pink. It is less dense than distilled 
water; does not burn vegetable blue, red ; it is not coagulable in neither heat nor 
acids." — Nauche. 

t We believe wc were the first to recommend the 11 ergot ” in these cases. 
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be kept perfectly still, in a horizontal posture; she should not be 
allowed to lake any stimulating food, or drink. Cold applica- 
tions to the loins, abdomen, and external organs,” &c. Treating 
it as any other case of uterine hemorrhage, by promoting, by 
every possible means, the contraction of the uterus. “Should 
any portions of the hydatid remain, and if the hemorrhage should 
continue profuse, an attempt should be made to remove these, in 
order to produce complete contraction of the muscular fibres,” 
Vol. I. p. 120. 

This is to be done by introducing the hand, well lubricated, 
into the cavity of the uterus, and carefully detaching the adhering 
portions of the hydatids, and bringing them out with the hand. 
It will be perceived, that this direction cannot be complied with 
in all instances; for, in all instances, the uterus will not be suffi- 
ciently distended by the hydatids, to permit the passing of the 
hand with ease; and violence must never be employed in this, 
or any other instance, in passing the hand into the cavity of the 
uterus. 

We would propose, and we think with a fair prospect of suc- 
cess, the free use of the secale cornutum in this complaint, to pro- 
cure the expulsion of the hydatids; especially in such cases as 
would not easily admit the hand; or where the contractions of 
the uterus were too feeble, or insufficient to their extrusion. 

So far as analogy, and reasoning upon a subject, will justify 
the employment of a novel remedy, we have them on our side; 
for it is certain that the union of hydatids with the uterus is not 
more strict than the ordinary connexion of the placenta with that 
body; and we know from experience, that this connexion may be 
destroyed, most fortunately sometimes, by this very peculiar and 
interesting drug. As regards, ourselves, we shall not hesitate a 
moment to employ it. 

Since writing the above, I have been favoured with a letter 
from Mr. Anderson, of Hagerstown, Maryland, giving an account 
of the “ergot” in this complaint,, which 1 shall have much plea- 
sure in detailing. The trial of this substance was made by Dr. 
W. D. Macgill, of the above named place# 

“Early last spring, Dr.. M. was called to see Mrs. W., aged 
forty years, who had previously enjoyed good health, and had 
been the mother of several children. She was labouring under 
a very painful affection of the womb, accompanied with periodic 
cal hemorrhagy, occurring once in twenty-four hours, usually in 
the evening, attended by febrile symptoms, and much disturbance 
of the digestive functions, and .which was evidently making rapid 
inroads upon her constitution. During its farther continuance, 
her stomach became exceedingly irritable, so much so, indeed, 
as scarcely to retain nourishment of any description. Dr. M. ad* 
dressed his remedies principally to the restraining of the hemor- 
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rhagy, and obviating the excessive weakness of the stomach. But, 
notwithstanding, the symptoms continued to increase in violence, 
so much so as to endanger the life of the patient. She had be- 
come very much exhausted by the repeated loss of blood, an ina- 
bility to take food, (for she had now suffered for mere than three 
months,) when tlie doctor made an examination per vaginam, 
(after having made them frequently before without any satisfac- 
tory result,) and discovered something protruding through the os 
uteri, which he extracted, and found that the poor woman was 
labouring under hydatids of the womb. He immediately sent for 
the ergot, judging from analogy that it would prove decidedly 
effectual in producing an expulsion of the heterogeneous mass. 
The event proved that he was not mistaken in his conjecture; for 
he had given the ergot but a very few minutes, when it began to 
show its specific operation upon the uterus, and succeeded in a 
complete evacuation of its contents. The mass of hydatids 
equalled in size the head of a large child at birth, and afforded a 
very good specimen of the disease, a part of which we have made 
a preparation of. The representation in your book on the ‘‘Dis- 
eases of Women,” is admirable. The floodings immediately 
ceased, and did not return. The woman rapidly recovered, until 
at length she has attained her former health and vigour, and I 
believe she is again pregnant. She says her mother died of a 
disease exactly similar.” 

“ P. S. — Dr. MacgilL had not heard of your suggestion until 
after the delivery. He was led to the employment of the ergot 
solely from analogy.” 

It seems, however, that the progress of gestation is not always 
interrupted by the presence of hydatids, as the following case 
proves. 

11 Mad. Heo— , aged forty years, had been plunged in misery 
and 1 distress, from her own bad conduct, for some years. She 
was subject to attacks of lipothymia after eating. For four months 
the menses had been- wanting* and it was supposed that she was 
pregnant. Dp. T. examined, but could not decide on this point. 
The woman herself, who had borne nine* children, did not consi- 
der it as pregnancy. She believed from the vomiting after 
food, that she laboured under scirrhus of the stomach, of which 
complaint her mother had died. Low diet and diluents were 
prescribed. There was now developed much irritation about 
the uterus, and leeches were applied to the groin and vagina. 
The irritation was removed.. The stomach complaint was now 
much relieved. A month or more* after this, our author was 
hastily summoned to Madme. H., who was said to be in labour. 
The uterus was now much larger than when last examined, and 
seemed to fill the pelvis* There were bearing-down pains,* and 
hi these, the uterus felt very turgid. The os uteri, however. 
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was close, and no discharge from thence. The pains persisted 
without any alteration in the cervix or os uteri. This state con- 
tinued three days more, when it was perceived that at each bear- 
ing-down pain, there was some discharge of clear water. This 
was follow^, some days afterwards, by a large number of hy- 
datids, of viridus sizes, from an inch in diameter downwards. 
She continued to pass these bodies for fifteen days. In the mean 
time the size of the uterus rapidly increased, and rose out of the 
pelvis. It was now ascertained that there was a foetus in utero, 
and yet the hydatids were discharged daily in considerable 
quantities. 4. Three or four months after this she was delivered 
of a child at the full term, the hydatids having never ceased one 
day to be discharged. There were one hundred and forty-eight 
of these bodies collected, and the number broken and unobserved 
could not be estimated. The patient recovered, and did well. 
She has since become pregnant.” 

We will give another case of this rare and interesting affec- 
tion; as all that we can learn of a disease so uncommon and so 
important, will fall short, perhaps, of being sufficient to establish 
its diagnosis and best mode of treatment. In the case follow- 
ing, we are disposed to believe, that had “ ergot” been duly ad- 
ministered, it would have been more prompt in its action, and 
less Equivocal in its safety, than the one pursued — it, however, 
terminated well. 

“ A woman, after being six times pregnant, imagined herself 
with child for the seventh time, in consequence of the cessation 
of the catamenia. Soon afterwards she was attacked with in- 
cessant vomiting, the abdomen increased rapidly in size, and 
became tender to the touch, the legs also became cedematous 
and the breathing short. These symptoms, however, she con- 
ceived to arise from twins, and she did not apply for medical 
assistance. In the fifth month of the supposed pregnancy the 
swelling of the belly became rapidly enormous, the oedema ex- 
tended over the trunk, and her respiration became very difficult, 
when, at length, lobour-pains suddenly set in, and. considerable 
hemorrhage ensued, which was at first checked by cold appli- 
cations, but soon afterwards returned more violently. At the 
same time a large mass of hydatids, as big as two fists, was 
discharged. ’The accoucheur, who now saw her for the first 
time, found he%pale, fainting, without pulsation at the wrist, and 
breathing slowly and laboriously. The fundus uteri was a hand's 
breadth' above the navel, and the tumour formed by the womb 
was regdlar, not elongated or lying to one side as is usually the 
case in this disease. The os uteri was dilated to the size of a 

* Does this case seem to prove, that hydatids do not depend upon Adfaaaedt 
ovum, as suggested by Madame Boivin ! , v : . , . 
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half dollar 9 and was very tender to the touch. Masses of hy- 
datids projected from it into the vagina; and there was constant 
hemorrhage. The treatment adopted in these circumstances 
consisted in the administration of tincture of castor every fif- 
teen minutes, spirituous frictions of the abdomen, and the injec- 
tion into the uterus of a solution of salt acidulated with vinegar. 
In consequence, the labour-pains, which had almost ceased, were 
speedily renewed, and rapidly increased in strength ; masses of 
hydatids were, at the same time, discharged ; and, ere long, the 
hemorrhage abated considerably. In the course of two nours 
the fundus uteri had descended to within a hand’s breadth above 
the pubis; in the course of the day it had descended still lower; 
the hemorrhage ceased; a warm perspiration broke out, ac- 
companied with rising of the pulse, and the patient soon reco- 
vered. Milk appeared in the breasts on the third day, but receded 
again without any bad consequence. The hydatids ^weighed 
six pounds. They were attached to the remains of a membrana 
decidua 


Sect. X . — Of Irritable Uterus. 

By the “ irritable uterus,” we are to understands peculiar and 
permanent sensibility of this organ, but more especially of its 
neck, which attacks the female about the middle period of life, or 
a little beyond it ; rarely showing itself before the five and twen- 
tieth year, and, perhaps, still less frequently after the menstrual 
periods have passed. Dr. Gooch,* who has devoted an excellent 
chapter to this subject, and was, as far as we know, the first 
author who treated of it, defines this disease to be “ a painful and 
tender state of the uterus, neither attended by, nor tending to pro- 
duce change in its structure.” The latter part of this definition 
we do not think exactly correct, as we have always found some 
change in this part. 

This morbid condition of the uterus shows itself by both gene- 
ral and local disturbances. 

Of the General Symptoms . — The general symptoms are, an 
increased frequency, and a preternatural firmness of pulse.f This 
frequency is commonly augmented towards evening; the skin 
then becomes warmer, and the cheeks are reddened by a slight 
hectic blush. But the pulse is always more frequent and corded 
than natural, evc/i in the absence of the exacerbation, but least 
so, early in the morning. We have never observed any thing 
like a regular rigour attend this complaint, though we have often 

* In his work, entitled “ An Account of tome of the most important Diseases 
peculiar to Women, bj Robert Gooch, M. D.” 

t Dr. Gooch says, ** The poise is soft, and not much quicker than natural, but is 
eaaily quickened by the slightest emotion, " p. 313. 
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heard the patient complain of chilliness, before an exacerbation 
of pain, especially if this were about to prove violent. 

The tongue is paler and whiter than natural, especially early 
in the morning; towards evening it reddens and becomes cleaner ; 
more or less thirst attends, particularly in the after part of the 
day. The natural perceptions of the tongue are frequently per- 
verted ; so much so sometimes, as to lead the patient to the belief 
that there is a hair upon it; some say that the mouth feels as if 
there was dry flour in it; while others declare the sensation re- 
sembles that of grease, &c. 

Headach almost always attends, and it is generally the back 
part of the head that suffers : this, for the most part, increases 
as the day advances, or as the pulse increases in force and fre- 
quency. 

The skin is always dry while the disease remains in full force; 
and its general temperature is increased, if we except that of the 
hands and feet, which is much below the natural standard, espe- 
cially the latter: we have rarely known the febrile exacerbation 
terminate in sweat. 

The stomach is almost sure to suffer if the disease continue for 
a long time obstinate, though we have occasionally known it not 
to be implicated in the general mischief — but the latter circum- 
stance may be looked upon rather as an exception to the rule; 
as, for the most part, the appetite is impaired or very capricious, 
and eventually dyspepsia becomes established. The bowels are 
either too much confined, or are urged to diarrhoea; and if an 
attempt be made to remove the former condition by purgative 
remedies, the latter is certain to follow, by which every local 
symptom is severely augmented; and thus the patient suffers 
almost alike, from either of these conditions. 

The urine, for the most part, is sparing, high-coloured, strong- 
smelling, and throws down, when at rest, a large deposite — or it 
is pale, abundant, and free from deposition; but when this occurs, 
we have reason to suspect the disease is complicated with a cer- 
tain form of neuralgia. The urine is generally discharged with 
some difficulty, and even pain is felt along ihe course of the 
urethra. Occasionally, the urine is suppressed or retained for 
many hours together, and is then voided with considerable suffer- 
ing. 

Local Symptoms . — Sometimes the patient represents the parts 
as being a little swelled ; but this, we believe, is always transient. 
Walking, riding, or indeed any kind of exertion, is sure to be 
accompanied or followed by severe lancinating pains within the 
pelvic cavity, especially from near, or in the course of, the ure- 
thra, to about the centre of the sacrum ; and when the severity 
of the pain has abated, it subsides, into a permanent dull pain in 
the same direction, but more diffused. 
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More or less leucorrhcea pretty certainly attends ; the colempof 
which varies almost in proportion to the degree of suffering ; wfiagi 
this is not very intense, it is thin and nearly transparent, pretty 
abundant, and without odour; while, on the contra ry r wha%tt|S 

5 tain is very severe and permanent, $e discharge is thick, }>um~ 
ent, and is, if strict regard be not paid to cleanliness, offeont^> 
The uterus is almost always lower in the vagina than natural, 
and sometimes, indeed not unfrequently, it is found protapaajL* 
There is considerable heat in the vagina, and always, so Jar as 
we have observed, a more than ordinary degree of sensibjhly h) 
its pariete9* In this we differ from the respectable authority of 
Dr. Gooch, who says this tenderness is confined to the neck ,of 
the uterus.f The neck is almost always a little shortened*, egt* 
larged, and exquisitely sensible to the touch, and the os tineas is 
rather more closed than natural. The pain which attends this 
complaint is always increased by an erect position, and it as eer* 
tainly abates by a recumbent one. Pain is usually felt immedi- 
ately behind the mons veneris and brim of the pelvis# especially 
its anterior portion. 

The sensibility of the neck of the uterus is at times so $Sfni* 
sitely great, that the woman shrieks if it be rather rudely tough' 
ed; nor does this pain cease, even for a very long time after it 
has been excited, especially at the lower part of the sacrum. 

Gooch tells us, that in a patient of his, it would remain for many 
hours with great severity. Indeed, this tenderness iaao great tod 
so constant, in many instances, that great suffering is experienced 
if the patient incautiously sit down too suddenly, and particularly 
if upon a hard unresisting seat; and the privileges of matrimony 
cannot be consummated without much suffering. 

Besides these local inconveniences, there is a symptomWhicii 
is almost constantly present, and which seems, according to our 
experience, in an especial manner to characterize the “irritable 
uterus,” but which is not noticed by either Dr. Gooch,J or Dr. 
Addison, § or M. Genest :|| this is a pulsating, throbbing, or flut- 
tering sensation within thp vagina or pelvic cavity. So far, we 
have never known this symptom wanting in this affection, though 
it differs very much in degree. In some few instances we have 
known it to interrupt sleep ; but this is not the usual state of this 
symptom, though it is represented to be very disagreeable al- 
ways; this sensation, however, is not constant; it often suffers 

* By prolapsus, we would wUh to be understood, such a descent of the uterus, 
*% C r?* e * *° re#l u P ofl * nlcrn# l face of the perineum. 

T Ur. Gooch says, “The finger can he introduced info the vagina, and be press, 
•gainst its sides, without producing uneasiness 1 ’; p. 313. 

] Opera CiUta. ' * 

B ft '^• crva ti°ns upon Diseases of Females.” 
ielu j re ^ €l *ur I’Hytterialgie ou Nduralgie Uterine, et sen Traltement, Gt» 
**“•“•* *r«i.,s e pt. 18 3 0 . 
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abatement, and occasionally is absent — but when present, it marks 
the irritable uterus in an especial manner. 

Dr. Gooch and Dr. Addison, in their descriptions of the " ir- 
ritable uterus,” have added many symptoms that do not belong to 
this affection when simple and uncomplicated. To be convinced 
of this, it will only be necessary to compare the symptoms we 
have detailed above, with those enumerated by these gentlemen. 
Dr. A. lays down the following marks, as belonging to, or pro- 
duced by, “ uterine irritation.” He declares the most frequent 
symptoms of this condition to be — 

“ Irregular menstruation, the discharge being preceded or ac- 
companied by pain in the back, loins, thighs, or in the region of 
the uterus itself, attended with forcing or bearing down; the dis- 
charge being in excess, either in point of mere quantity, in con- 
tinuance, or in recurrence; tenderness of the womb itself, upon 
pressure made either externally or per vaginam; a tenderness so 
great as to interfere with the privileges of matrimony, and, lastly, 
leucorrhoea. The most frequent symptoms, however, are, un- 
questionably, painful menstruation and leucorrhoeal discharge. 
Such are the few, plain simple indications of a state of the uterus 
which is repeatedly overlooked, though productive of the most 
serious disturbance, both of the general health, and of particular 
organs; disturbance which, when once produced, stamps a cha- 
racter upon the general and local ailments of the sufferer, strongly 
indicative, to the experienced man, of uterine irritation: a cha- 
racter which confirms us in the belief that it is from such irritation 
that the evil originates, and that it is to correct the condition of 
the uterine system that his chief attention is to be directed,” p. 
12 . 

In addition to these- symptoms, Dr. A. enumerates a long train 
of nervous symptoms as belonging to this affection — in a word, 
he describes a well confirmed hysteria. Indeed, the description 
given by Dr. A> and that given by us, do not agree in a sufficient 
number of important points, to induce us to believe we are de- 
scribing one and the same disease. 

First. The greater part of the symptoms enumerated by Dr. 
A. is descriptive of simple dysmenorrhcea. 

Second. He makes the causes of " uterine irritation” consist 
in “ irregular menstruation whereas* we are of opinion that 

* He says that u menstruation continues aa usual, or perhaps a little more abun- 
dant; bat generally, it is less, and sometimes suppressed. 1 * From this we should 
be led to conclude that dysmenorrheas, or even irregularity, in his estimation, are 
the causes of this complaint. We are every way certain that we have seen the 
* irritable uterus** unaccompanied by dysmenorrhma; and we are equally certain 
that we have seen the Utter many times extremely severe, without the former-— 
these conditions appear to be rather the consequences than the cause of the “ ir- 
ritable uterus” in many instances, while, in many others, they are unattended by 
them. 

25 
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the aberrations of the menstrual discharge. If there be any, am. 
owing to the inflamed or irritable condition of the neck of the 
uterus. 

Third. The initial symptoms of the “ irritable uterus," are not 
those of nervous mobility, though these symptoms are almost sura 
to follow, if the disease persist for a considerable time. 

Fourth. The symptoms laid down by Dr. A. are virtually the 
same as those to which the inflamed spine gives rise, and which 
affection, agreeably to Mr. Tate, produces Abe hysterical pheno- 
mena. These symptoms, however, do not necessarily belong to 
the “irritable uterus/’ but may. be looked upon as purely nervous, 
and arise out of a morbid condition of some other part, or may 
be the result of an “ irritable uterus” .Dr. A. thus cautions upon 
this point — 

“ Whenever a female complains of a pain under the left breast, 
with or without palpitation or pulsation of the heart; of pain in the 
right hypochondrium ; in the situation of the left or right colon; 
or acute pain generally over the whole belly, or in the region of 
the bladder or kidneys — always be upon your guard ; andii upon 
inquiry, you find few or many of the constitutional symptoms ][ 
have described, together with uterine irritation, as show by pain - 
in the pelvis, in the loins, or in the thighs, before jor during the 
flow of the catamenia ; by too frequent or too^ profuse menstrua- 
tion; or by leucorrhceal discharge: I say, when you find such 
an assemblage of symptoms and circumstances, your suspicions 
will amount to a high degree of probability that the complaint is 
not of an inflammatory nature," p. 31. 

Now these very symptoms, we must repeat, Mr. Tate declares 
to belong to the inflamed spine. We must, therefore, say, that 
when these symptoms prevail, that neuralgia is either combined 
with, or is existing independently of the “ irritajble uterus;" for 
we are of opinion, that the " irritable uterus" may exist in its 
gravest form in a state of combination with neuralgia, or it may 
be .present without this complication, and exist independently. 
We think this opinion is abundantly confirmed by the symptoms 
enumerated by Dr, A. as constituting, or as arising from “ ute- 
rine irritation but which, as we have just said, Mr. Tate 
claims for inflamed spine. Such as a pain seated under.. the 
left breast, or under the margin of the ribs of the same side; 
or pain under the margin of the ribs of the right side; pain in 
the course of the ascending and descending colon; pain affect- 
ing the whole abdomen; pain in the region of the stomach; 
and, lastly, pain in the region of the kidneys; sometimes extend- 
ing down the course of the uterus to the bladder, p. 22. Now, 
in our opinion, the first five of the symptoms do not belong to 
the pure, or idiopathic, “ irritable uterus." First, because we 
have known them to be absent in several instances of exquisite- 
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Iy formed “ irritable uterus ;” 2dly, because they are constantly* 
present in hysteria, where the uterus may be in a perfectly 
healthy state — for we have wiinessed them in women who bear 
healthy children; but we have never known conception to take 
place jn women who labour under “ irritable uterus.” And the 
last enumerated sign belongs more properly to the carcinomatous, 
than to the “ irritable uterus.” 

Fifth. Dr. A. makes very young females liable to the disease 
which he describes; now, we, have seen the “ irritable uterus” 
only in women who had arrived near, or had passed, the middle 
period of life.* 

Diagnosis. — The " irritable uterus” may be distinguished from 
a neuralgic condition of this part by the following important par- 
ticulars. 1st. In neuralgia of the uterus there is an entire absence, 
at least, as far as we have observed, of the general, or what we 
have termed the constitutional symptoms, especially the evening 
febrile movement. 2d. There is seldom, (nor is there ever, ncccs-> 
sarily,) a vaginal, or leucorrhocal discharge; if it be present, it 
may have been habitual, and have existed before the neuralgic 
attack. 3d. There is no preternatural heat in the vagina. 4th. 
Nor is the uterus so sensible to the touch, unless it be examined 
during the painful continuance of the paroxysm , and then, per- 
haps, it is even more exquisitely sensible than it is in the pure 
“ irritable uterus;” besides, in neuralgia, the pain is less constant, 
but is more violent during the paroxysms, and these pretty con- 
stantly observe periodicity, but which the “irritable uterus” is 
free from. 5th. In neuralgia, a paroxysm may be suddenly in- 
duced by passions or emotions of the mind, which is never the 
ease in the “irritable uterus,” though the latter is susceptible of 
great, and occasional augmentation of pain, through the medium 
of the circulation, by errors in diet, or improper exposure. 

The “ irritable uterus” is, however, more frequently confound- 
ed with prolapsus uteri than with any other complaint, as the 
local symptoms of the latter are a miniature representation of the 
former. And as the womb is almost sure to descend more or 
less in the “irritable uterus,” this precipitation has been supposed 

• Since the above was Written, I have beefc consulted by letter, in the ease of A 
young lady, only eighteen, who, I have not the smallest doubt, is labouring under 
“ irritable uterus, 1 ’ and forms an exception to the general rule of the period of life 
it which this disease may show itself. All the symptoms that mark thia disease 
are present, even to the prolapsed state of the uterus. This is a case of great in- 
terest, as it occurs in a young person, who, in other respects, enjoys a fair propor- 
tion of health; but which will, and must very soon, be destroyed, if this terrible 
affection be not speedily removed. There is, in this young lady, a strong scrofu- . 
lous tendency, with some development. 

We have recommended absolute rest; a milk and vegetable diet; the rhubarb 
pill; occasionally, leeching or cupping; the iodine, and injections of the solution of 
the nitrate of silver, on the faith of its influence upon ocrlain inflamed surfaces in 
other parts of the body. 
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to be the cause of all the inconveniences experienced ; and hence, 
the frequent failures of the pessary when it has been applied for 
' the relief of the prolapsus. Nay, sometimes serious and perma- 
nent injury has been done by this instrument in these cases, with- 
out the practitioner being exactly aware why mischief should be 
caused by a machine that had been so often successful, in cases 
so apparently alike. a 

Consequently, it is a matter of much moment, that the two 
affections should not be confounded ; we would, therefore, sug- 
gest the observance of the following precautions, when an exami- 
nation is about to be made per vaginam, for prolapsus uteri* 
First. Let the patient be placed upon her -bock with the knees 
drawn op. Second* Let the parts he well lubricated, that no pain 
may be excited by the introduction of the finger, lest a wrong 
conclusion be drawn from the complainings of the patient. Third. 
After the finger has possession of the vagina* a gentle search 
should be made for the neck of the uterus, and when found, the 
patient's attention should be solicited, to the degree of sensation 
produced by touching it; the portion of the body of the uterus 
immediately above the neck, and the sides of the vagina — inquire 
if there be any extraordinary sensibility in either of these parts; 
and if there be, in which of the parts it resides; and if either of 
these parts be morbidly tender, the pessary must not be intro- 
duced, until this has been abated by suitable means. In this case 
the patient will be labouring under ‘' irritable uterus/* and not a 
simple prolapsus. Besides, in the “irritable uterus,” the prolap- 
sus is not always permanent — but sometimes only so in the erect 
position of the body, as in standing. 

“ The “ irritable uterus” has also been confounded with carci- 
noma of this organ, when it has been about to throw off it& indo- 
lent condition, and to commence the ulcerative process. But the 
“irritable uterus” is easily distinguished from the carcinoma, by 
the neck of the uterus, in the latter, still retaining the original 
marks of carcinoma; as a thickening of the whole of its substance; 
by its having a cartilaginous feel; by its being shorter; and the 
os tioesa being more open than natural; by tumours still occupy- 
ing tto neck, and pelvic portion of the body of the uterus; by a 
* pretty abmda&i and sometimes constant discharge of a serous 
fluid, which may be occasionally tinged with blood, and the 
almost entire filling up of the vagina* by the increased size of the 
uterus. 

The “ irritable uterus ” has also been confounded with dya* 
menorrhcea, but from this functional derangement of the uterus 
it is easily distinguished. First. In dysmeoorrhcea pain is only 
felt during the menstrual action ; whereas, in the other, the suf- 
fering is more or less constant, though subject to occasional ag? 
gr^vation, and this of a severe kind,, at othqr than the oatameniaj 
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periods. Secondly. The “irritable uterus” is not necessarily* 
attended by dysmenorrhaea, nor is dysmenorrhcea usually attended 
by this irritable condition of the uterus; for we have seen very 1 ” 
many instances to the contrary. 

Pathology , — We have already declared our belief that this dis- 
ease consists in a chronic or sub-acute inflammation of perhaps all 
the tissues, that compose the neck of the uterus. The pathologi- 
cal condition of the womb, in this complaint, has, however, never 
been ascertained, by post mortem examination, as it very seldom, 
or perhaps never, of itself, destroys the patient. It were much 
to be desired, that an examination be made, should opportunity 
present — as we are of opinion, that more derangement of struc- 
ture would be found in some cases, than appears to be allowed 
to exist by either Dr. Gooch or M. Genest, for we have met with 
several cases in which the size and form of the neck of the uterus 
was much altered from its natural condition. Indeed the admis- 
sion of Dr. G. and M. Genest would seem to declare the same 
thing. Dr. G. admits that “ the neck of the uterus is slightly 
swollen,” (p. 312,)-though he denies a change in its structure. 
M. Genest declares the same thing; indeed, the latter seems but 
to have copied Dr. G. in his account of this disease. It is true, 
he has seen the disease, and appears to have been attentive to its 
phenomena; yet we would be rather disposed to question his ac- 
curacy, as he mentions that this disease continued during the 
whole of a pregnancy, that terminated happily. Now, as far as 
we have had opportunities of noticing this disease, (which have 
been many,) we have never known a single instance of impreg- 
nation in a patient labouring under the “ irritable uterus.” 

We admit that, in an unmixed or idiopathic neuralgia of the 
uterus, very little, if any, derangement of structure takes place; 
from which circumstance, we are disposed to believe, that when 
this undisturbed condition of the womb is met with, it betrays the 
neuralgic form of this disease. 

Dr. Gooch wiH not admit the uterus to be in a state of chro- 
nic inflammation. He says that chronic inflammation like the 
acute, is always “a disorganizing process;” but if we are not 
very much in error, a chronic inflammation may exist for an 
almost indefinite period, in some instances, without any very 
manifest derangement of a part; and that there is some derange* 
ment in the “irritable uterus,” we are, from many observations, 
very certain — besides, there are present in this affection all the 
common characters of inflammation — as heat, swelling, and pain ; * 
but whether there be unusual redness also, we are not prepared 
to determine. 

We are, therefore, disposed to believe that the conclusion of 
Dr. Gooch is rather hasty; for, indeed, his attempt to support his 
opinion is rather by analogies than by pathological observation. 

25* 
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He says, “The disease which I am describing, resembles a state 
which other organs are subject to, and which, in them, is deno- 
minated irritation. Surgeons describe what they call an irritable 
tumour in the breast. It is exquisitely tender; an ungentle exa- 
mination of the part leaves pain for hours; it is always in pain; 
but this is greatly increased every month, immediately before the 
menstrual period. Although apprehensions are entertained of 
cancer, it never terminates in disease of structure.” 44 Mr. Bro- 
die describes a similar state in the joints.” It chiefly occurs 
amongst hysterical females; it is attended by pain; at first with- 
out any tumefaction; but the pain increases, and is attended with 
a puffy, diffused, but trifling swelling; the part is exceedingly 
tender; this assemblage of symptoms lasting a long time, and 
being often little relieved by remedies, occasions great anxiety, 
but “ there never arise any ultimate bad consequences.” “The 
disease,” says Mr. Brodie, “ appears to depend on a morbid con- 
dition of the nerves, and may be regarded as a local hysteric 
affection.” 44 These painful states of the breast, and of the joints, 
appear to be similar to that which I have been describing in the 
uterus; similar in the kinds of constitutions which they attack; 
similar in pain; in exquisite tenderness; in resemblance to the 
commencement of organic disease; and in proving ultimately to 
be only diseases of function,” p. 318. 

Now, we would ask, if the condition of the parts here described, 
and that of the portioaof the womb, implicated in the disease we 
are treating of, were identical, would it prove, that the symptoms 
to which they give rise do not depend upon a modified inflamma- 
tion? Does the attempt to illustrate the condition of a part in- 
volved in disease, by adducing the inexplicable phenomena pre- 
sented by diseases of other parts, (however strong their analogy 
may be,) throw any light upon its pathology? Is not the patho- 
logy of “ the irritable breast,” or, 44 certain affections of the joints,” 


as entirely unascertained* as the situation of the structure involved 
in the ‘^irritable uterus?” Does any definite pathological condi- 
tion of a part present itself to the mind, by saying, that the phe- 
nomena of the diseases offered as illustrations depend 41 upon a 
morbid condition of the nerves, and may be regarded as a local 
hysteric affection t" or, in other words, is our knowledge of the 
pathology of the 44 irritable uterus ” any way advanced by de- 
claring, it is the same as in a “ local hysteric affection?” Who 
ias demonstrated the condition of either the brain or the nerves, 
w ic i give rise to the phenomena of hysteria; of the glands of 
le mamma in “ the irritable tumour of the breast,” or of the 
rj ln 8 / l P disease of these parts, as described by Mr. Brodie? 
lion (eith 00 P rove d> that the affection of a part called inflamma- 
of the * ^ acute or chronic,) has no agency in the production 
namn j ? s ^ *?P tonr ts which characterize the several diseases just 

named? Certainly it has nou J 
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Does Dr. Gooch’s denial, that the 44 irritable uterus” depends 
upon a chronic inflammation of the neck, and perhaps a portion 
of the body of the womb, derive any support from Dr. Anderson 
declaring the same thing? We think noU 

In fact, whilst Dr. Gooch denies the presence of inflammation, 
he at the same time furnishes us, in the history of his cases, with 
sufficient evidence, that this condition of the parts concerned, 
really exists. Thus, in relating the history of the disease in ques- 
tion, one of his patients, he says, — 

44 In the lowest part of the abdomen, or a little lower even than 
that internally, she first felt a sense of heat; to this was speedily 
added a sense of throbbing , then a sense of distention , as if there 
was a tumour within , which gradually expanded till it felt ready 
to burst: then began spasms; these she described as shooting, or 
electric shocks, darting from the tumour up into the abdomen ; 
they recurred every five or ten minutes, making her start with 
such violence as to shake the bed. I have been in the adjoining 
room when she has been in this state, and have perceived the 
shock; between the spams, she felt what she called a convulsive 
pain. Nothing relieved these spasms, but a small local bleeding ; 
she has used fomentations, simple, and medicated, for many hours, 
hip baths, opium indraughts, and in injections, without relief; 
but as soon as four or six leeches were applied, and had drawn 
blood, the spasms, distention, throbbing, and heat, speedily sub- 
sided, leaving a dull permanent uneasiness. The uterus was so 
tender, that the examination of it was torture, and left severe 
suffering for hours,”* p. 335. 

Need better proof be given of the inflammatory nature of the 
irritable uterus than the treatment of this case? Certain sensa- 
tions of spasms accompanied this complaint ; the sensations are 
described as consisting of local heat , throbbing , and expansion , to 
a feeling like bursting ; the spasms as shooting or electric shocks, 
darting from the uterus up into the abdomen, which we are in- 
formed neither opium nor other means would appease, though 
persisted in for hours, yet were 44 instantly relieved by four or six 
leeches /” 

Causes. — The remote causes of this very tedious and painful 
affection are involved in great obscurity— indeed it may be ques- 
tioned whether any satisfactory, remote or predisposing causes 
has ever been assigned, though we are in possession of a number 
of the exciting. These consist chiefly in severe fatigue, or other 
bodily exertion, as it almost always shows itself, after this has 
taken place, where predisposition has existed. Dr. Gooch says — « 

* We have never met with such an exquisite degree of sensibility in the genuine 
uncomplicated, irritable uterus , as is here spoken of; where this has existed, to the^ 
extent de cribed by JDr. Gooch, we have always had reason to suspect neuralgia! 1 
was added. 
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u In one patient it came on after an enormous walk during a 
menstrual period ; in another, it was occasioned by the patient's 
going a shooting with her husband, not many days after an abor- 
tion; in a third, it came on after standing for several hours many 
successive nights at concerts and parties; in a fourth, it originated 
in a journey in a rough carriage- over the paved roads of France; 
in a fifth, it was attributed either to cold or an astringent lotion, 
by which a profused lochia was suddenly stopped, fotipwed by 
intense pain in the uterus; in a sixth, it occurred soon qfiler, and 
apparently in consequence of matrimony,” p. 314. # 

It is evident that the causes here enumerated were only exciting 
causes; in none do we discover the predisposing, if we except 
the instance of abortion. It is more than probable that this effort 
of the uterus rnhy be one of the common predisposing causes of 
the “ irritable uterus;’' we at least can say, that three of the 
severest cases we have met with were preceded by abortion. 
But, if abortion be admitted as the predisponent, it must also be 
granted that there may be many other causes, as we witness the 
“irritable uterus,” in the- unmarried, and in the widowed female, 
where abortion has had no agency. , * 

Dr. Gooch says, his “ patients had previously manifested signs 
of predisposition to it; they were all sensitive in body and mind, 
many of them had been previously subject to the ordinary form 
of painful menstruation.” He then adds, with a view, we pre- 
sume, of conveying some idea of the pathological condition of the 
uterus, that “ the disease seemed to consist in a state of the uterus 
similar to that of painful menstruation, only permanent instead of 
occasional,” p. 315. 

Upon these observations, we beg leave to offer a few remarks, 
that our experience in the affection under consideration has sug- 
gested. First, It by no means accords with our observations, 
that those who are “sensitive in body and mind,” are more ob- 
noxious to the “irritable uterus”' than those of an opposite tem- 
perament — for we' have seen this disease in its most aggravated- 
form in the hale and robust, and especially such as were of the 
sanguine temperament. Secondly, That no analogy exists be- 
tween that state of the uterus which gives rise to dysmenorrhcea, 
and that in which consists the “irritable uterus.” For dysme- 
norrhoea is owing to a certain pathological condition of the 
ternal and secreting su?'Jhce of the uterine cavity ; whereas, in 
the “irritable uterus,” some change has* been produced in the 
parenchyma composing the neck of this organ, and to which the 
disease is confined, agreeably to Dr. Gooch’s own showing. 
Thirdly, As we do not know in what manner the. inner lining of 
the body and fundus of the uterus is affected, to produce painful 
menstruation, so we cannot be enlightened in regard to the pa- 
thological condition of the neck,, while labouring under the con- 
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dition we are treating of. Fourthly, la dysmenorrhcea, the gain 
that accompanies the secretion of the menstrual blood, is not 
caused by any particular condition of the secreting organ, ab- 
stractedly considered; but to the changes wrought upon this 
fluid itself during its elimination, causing it to remain within the 
uterine cavity, until it becomes, to all intents and purposes, a 
foreignftody, and requiring the aid of uterine contraction to expel 
it — tone# the pain of dysmenorrhcea, and, consequently, between 
it, and tttot attendant upon the “ irritable uterus,” there is not the 
slightest resemblance in either kind or cause. Fifthly, Were 
there ihe strongest resemblance between the pathological condi- 
tion of the internal surface of the uterine cavity, and that of the 
neck of the uterus, in the two affections under consideration, we 
should not profit from the analogy, as Dr. G. has not pointed out 
the condition of the former, that we might benefit from its resem- 
blance to the latter. 

, Dr. Gooch insists that the “irritable uterus” is “a disease of 
function, and not of structure,” p 316. We would ask of what 
function 7 For Dr. G. admits that the menses continue to be dis- 
charged, though 1fc>t in the most healthy manner; but we have 
endeavoured to show, that there is no necessary connexion be- 
tween the discharge and the disease in question — for we have 
seen them, as we have observed before, altogether independent of 
each other. And, rf it be not the catamenial function to which 
he alludes, we are altogether at a loss to what other to assign it. 

Treatment — -Would it were in our power to say, that the 
treatment of the “irritable uterus” were as well understood, and 
as void of difficulty and uncertainty, as its obstinacy and seve- 
rity render it desirable; for were we candid, we must honestly 
confess, that the contrary of this is nearer the truth. This diffi- 
culty, however, does not arise so much from the indomitable na- 
ture of the disease, as from the length of time required to over- . 
come it, and the privations to which the woman must submit who 
looks forward to its cure. Patience becomes exhausted, and 
confidence in the efficacy of remedies is too quickly destroyed ; 
for relief is not only almost always tardy, but is too often uncer- 
tain; especially with patients whose circumstances and avoca- 
tions will not permit them to fulfil any plan, however judiciously 
laid down, or however important its adoption may be to their 
welfare. - 

We have just declared, that relief in this disease is almost air 
ways tardv » for however judiciously remedies may be advised, or 
however faithfully they may be applied, they are far from being, 
uniformly speedy in their effects: in this opinion we do not stand 
alone; for it is the declaration of the several authorities we hMfe 
quoted above, and but too certainly confirmed by our own 
Renee; months, nay years, are sometimes required tctMMMfwn 
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a core; and if this be effected even after a very long trial of 
means, the woman may felicitate herself that she has been able 
to procure health, even at so great a price. 

in no disease does recovery so much depend upon the conduct 
of the patient herself, as in the “ irritable uterus.” The patient 
must make up her mind to a long and irksome confinement to 
bed; she must consent to, perhaps, the frequent use of external 
applications and internal remedies, and submit ton system of diet 
or abstinence that will not bear infraction with impunity, if she 
expect to recover from this painful, wayward, and perplexing 
affection. All this should be fairly and candidly stated and the 
patient's mind should be duly impressed with the absolute neces- 
sity of perseverance, and of the penalties that will await neglect, 
or that will follow infringement. 

On the part of the practitioner, much caution, as well as pru- 
dence is required, that no ill-founded hopes may be raised, Or that 
the patient may not be unnecessarily sunk to despondency. He 
should not make a false estimate of the persevering nature of the 
disease, from its apparent mildness, at the moment of its investi- 
gation ; nor be too suddenly elated, at the seeming success of his 
plan; for the symptoms of the “irritable uterus” are not uni- 
formly severe, or constantly obstinate, yet there is, perhaps no 
disease of the female system more wayward in its intensity, nor 
more liable to recurrence, from either neglect or imprudence. 
He should be well aware of a truth, proved by multiplied expe- 
rience— that no affection brooks trifling with so bad a grace as 
the “ irritable uterus;” and that all departures from prescribed 
rules, is almost sure to be followed by penalties, much beyond the 
seeming importance of the trespass. 

But, notwithstanding the unyielding nature of the disease of 
which we are treating, much may be done towards its relief, if 
we cannot always promise its removal; and we are rather dis- 
posed to believe, that the difficulty of its management arises very 
often from the impatience, the imprudence, or the circumstances 
of the patient, rather than from the insurmountable nature of the 
disease itself. The first prevents the best application of the reme- 
dies; the second may defeat their best operation; and the third 
will perhaps interrupt their due employment. Having thus 
pointed out some of the difficulties inseparable from the manage- 
ment of this disease, and suggested certain cautions, that must 
never be lost sight of during this treatment, we wiil now pro- 
ceed to detail all that experience has hitherto suggested for its 
relief. 

The therapeutical means will consist, first, of rest; secondly, 
of bleeding both general and local;- thirdly, of purging; fourthly, 
of blistering* or of the employment of rubefacients; fifthly, of 
narcotics ; sixthly, of injections per vaginam ; seventhly, of re- 
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gtmen; eighthly, of the application of the pessfcry 5 and, lastly, 
of tonics. 

Of Rest — A steady ami persevering repose of body is a sine 
qua non in the treatment of a confirmed “ irritable uterus.” By 
rest, we are to understand almost absolute quiet in a horizontal 
position. The patient may make her election as regarda the 
substanee on which- she is to repose: it may be a bed, a mat- 
tress, a couch or sofa ; or she may occasionally vary either of 
these, provided these changes are neither made too often* nor 
too suddenly, nor at the expense of the patient's own exertions* 
The patient, for instance, may be carefully removed from either 
hep bed or her mfttress, to a couch or sofa, and this daily, if she 
, choose this change, but she must preserve the horizontal position 
under all circumstances. She must not sk up even in the bed, 
or on the mattress or sofa, even for a short time, as this slight 
* indulgence is almost sure to be followed by an increase of pain, 
or other inconvenience ; a fortiori, she must not be* permitted 
either to stand for any time upon her feet, or to walk. 

Nothing sftows the extreme sensibility of the uierus, (or rather 
a portion of it*) nqure~decidedly, than that augmentation of pain, 
Vhich almost instantly takes place from an erect, or even a semi- 
erect position, and which obliges the woman, almost instinctively, 
to return to a honzonial one. All her unpleasant symptoms are 
suddenly increased; especially the throbbing sensation, which, 
as we have declared above, so particularly characterizes this 
, disease. This increase of pain most probably arises from two 
causes : first, from the uterus being obliged to sustain much of 
the weight of the abdominal viscera; and, secondly, this position 
retards the return of blood from these parts. 

. At first, the confinement tabed -is extremely irksome ; but the 
patient should be encouraged to perseverance, by the assurance 
that this unpleasant sensation will wear off in a short time; and 
that she will not only become reconciled* to the horizontal posi- 
tion, but will absolutely covet it, from the immediate and certain 
relief she will experience by returning to it after having sat up 
for a few minutes, or, sometimes from even attempting it. The 
cause of this increase of pain we have endeavoured to explain 
above. + 

Of Bleeding . — First, we shall say a few words upon the occa- 
sional necessity of bleeding from the arm or foot. We would 
employ general bleeding only under two circumstances the 
system — first, where the circulation is vigorous; the pulse tense 
or chorded; where there is much pain, and especially in the ab- 
domen, accompanied by cough or beadach. in such cases we 
would abstract blood from the arm, to an amount that would 
afford relief even during its flow, did this require but eight or 
ten ounces, or a much larger quantity : for we have uniformly 
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found that the jfroper abstraction of Mood from the system at 
large, in the beginning of our treatment, was sure to be followed 
by advantages that could be procured in no other way— besides, 
it we draw blood in sufficient quantity at first from the arm, We 
need rarely repeat this operation; while, at the same time, itt ^ 
abstraction gives a more decided efficacy to other remedial 
means. Secondly, should the symptoms enumerated above be 
attended with a sparing menstrual discharge, we would abstract 
eight or ten ounces of blood from the foot, and this should be 
repeated five or six days before the next menstrual period, if the 
first has not succeeded. m 

But the M irritable uterus” will require the abstraction of blood 
from parts near the seat of the affection, and this again and again 
— i the parts hitherto selected for this purpose, have been the sa- 
crum, or the abdomen ; but multiplied experience has convinced 
me, that as much advantage, to say the least, but we really* 
think much more has followed, when the blood has been drawn 
from the inner part of the thighs, three or four inches below the 
vulva : it may be drawn from one or both thighs at the same 
time, by either cupping or leeching, and should be repeated every 
four weeks, a few days before the menstrual period, until pain, 
&c., are much abated, or until the patient can bear to be placed 
upon her feet, or even walk, without much inconvenience or dis- 
comfort. Four or five ounces may be drawn at each time. 

We have had, within the last year, a number of exquisitely 
formed cases* of this disease; and we are happy to state, that if 
blood be abstracted by leeches, immediately on the womb, to the 
amount of four, fiye, or six ounces, (as the inflammation may be 
more or less attended by a high degree of sensibility of the ute* 
rus,) the most decided advantage will quickly result. This ope- 
ration is one of less difficulty in its execution than would, at first 
sight, be supposed. The greatest difficulty is to get the patient 
to submit to it. It gives less pain than leeching from an exter- 
nal surface. We have seen several cases of irritable uterus yield 
to this plan, and the other means, diet, rest, &c., in a very short 
time, and much more completely. A tube is introduced into the 
vagina, through which the leeches are conducted to the neck or 
other portions of the uterul. The after bleeding is generally 
more considerable than from the skin. The application of leeches 
to this organ is a great improvement in the management of any 
of its affections. 

In judging, however, of the diminution of pain, it must be kept 
in view, that the effects of long confinement in a horizontal posi- 
tion be not mistaken for the consequences of the change of posi- 
tion upon the affected parts. We should, therefore, inquire into 
the nature of the existing feelings, and compare them, both in 
degree, and in their nature, with those that really belong to the 
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disease. To aid us, therefore, in forming a correct judgment 
upon this important point, we should, from time to time, make a 
careful examination per vaginam, with a view to determine the 
existing degree of sensibility ip the neck of the uterus, and the 
teyeraj portions of the vagina. By doing this, we shall be able 
to determine, the exact impression we are making upon the dis- 
ease; and, consequently, thereby ascertain the extent of neces- 
sity for perseverance. In making this estimate, we must never 
foil to take into consideration the state or degree of the “ throb- 
bing sensation” we have mentioned, as particularly belonging to 
the disease. By this, very much may be learned; for, if this 
feeling do not diminish with the sensibility, we may be certain 
that the affection has only made a truce, but has not retrograded ; 
while, on the other band, we may be assured, that, in proportion 
to the abatement of this unpleasant feeling, is the abatement of 
the disease itself. 

Purging .— There is no one of the remedies proper in this 
disease so difficult to manage as purging— for there is no do- 
ing with or without it, as the bowels in this complaint are al- 
ways either constipated, or too easily made free, and either con- 
dition is Bure to aggravate the suffering. In this opinion I am 
happy to be supported by the experience of Dr. Gooch. , But, 
notwithstanding these difficulties, it is every way important that 
the bowels should be moved once a day ; neither less nor more;— 
and for this purpose, nothing answers better than the simple rhu- 
barb pill. 

Blistering and Rubefacients — We are much at a loss to deter- 
mine the fexact value of blistering in the u irritable uterus,” as it 
has in some instances, we have thought, proved useful, while in 
others, we have feared it had been mischievous; on the whole, 
therefore, we are distrustful of this remedy. But not so of rube- 
facients, or vesicating with the tartar emetic ointment. We have 
uniformly found the mustard bath of great utility in this disease, 
as there is a prevailing coldness of the feet and legs. This bath 
should be used whenever the coldness of the feet claims attention, 
be this daily, more seldom, or oftener. The ointment should be 
applied to a pretty large surface of the abdomen twice a day, un- 
til a pretty extensive vesication is produced, and repeated from 
time to time, as the vesicles may heal, and as the urgeney of the ' 
symptoms may require.* 

* We bate frequently bod cause to lament the tardy effects of this ointment, 
though pretty well aware of the canoe*. The first is, the adulteration of the tar- 
tar emetic; and the second, from the imperfect manner in which the ointment is 
prepared, we were, therefore, happy in meeting with M. Mialhe’s directions for 
making it. As the efficacy of the ointment depends upon the minuteness of the 
division of the tor title of antimony, M. Mr recommends that “ a sat nr* ted solution 
of it be made in cold water, and that it be then precipitated with alcohol: a very 
•mall quantity of the latter will suffice, be says, to precipitate the tartar emetic 
26 
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Narcotics .— Agreeably to our experience, much caution is 
quired in the use of narcotics, at least of opium; for, to this drug 
only, in one form or other, do we fly, when it is proper to sub- 
due pain by this means. Much mischief, we are persuaded, has 
been done by the too free use of this medicine, when exhibi- 
ted to abate pain (coute qui coute,) when the disease has been 
mistaken, or not well understood. For, as we have persuaded 
ourselves that the disease is inflammatory, we can readily under- 
stand why opium has done mischief, or why, at least it has not 
proved always successful. This opinion must not be taken for a 
prejudice, or as one founded upon an hypothesis; for the medi- 
cine has failed in other hands, as is abundantly proved by Df. 
Gooch’s cases. Yet there is a period at which there is both pro- 
priety and advantage in the use of opium — and this is, after the 
general febrile symptoms have been removed or abated, and 
when the local ones are diminished in intensity. 

The neck of the bladder, and the whole tract of the urethra, 
are sometimes in a highly sensitive condition, and give much 
pain, especially in the effort to pass water; for the relief of which, 
much benefit has been derived from smearing the parts just men- 
tioned, morning and evening, with the following ointment, con- 
ducted to the parts by the point of the patient’s own finger* 

. jt. Ext. Belhdon. ... giss. 

Cerate simp. recen. prerarnt. * - Jj. — M. 

When this period arrives, we do not hesitate to give opium, 
laudanum, black drop, or preferably, the sulphate of morphia in 
adequate doses at bed time, or oftener, if suffering require. 
Opium may be given with much advantage in either of the forms 
now mentioned, in enemata, as well as by the mouth. But we 
should carefully watch the influence of this medicine upon both 
the general and local symptoms; and if either be increased after 
its exhibition, or, in other words, if it fail in procuring relief, the 
quantity should be diminished, or it should be withheld altogether, 
until the system be farther relieved of its susceptibility to stimuli. 
To prove how important an attention to this circumstance is, we 
need only refer to the case we have related from Dr. Goocb, where 
opium, and many. other means were employed, without benefit; 
yet the patient was almost instantly relieved by the application of 
a few leeches. In a word, if opium is to be useful, it must only 
be employed under a reduced state of the arterial system. 

Of Injections . — Under this head, we will comprehend, first, 
such as will deterge the vagina, and, at the same time, sooth the 

in the form of m powder of extreme tenuity. The precipitate is to be collected on 
a filter and dried. Two drachms of this, mixed with an ounce of simple cerate, 
will make a very actire ointment,” — Amer. Jonrn. of Med. Sciences, for February, 
1831, p. 522. 
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uterus : of this kind, is lukewarm flaxseed or slippery elm bark- 
tea: a quantify of this should be thrown up the vagina, by a 
syringe of sufficient size, three or four times a day, or oftener, 
if suffering be considerable, either from pain, heat, or throbbing. 
The injection should be retained for some time by applying a 
cloth to the vulva, so as to prevent its too early escape. The 
other is sedative — and may be composed of eight grains of opium 
dissolved in a pint of hot water, and carefully strained — an ounce 
of this may be used after the other injection has removed itself. 
Quere, as more or less leucorrhcea pretty uniformly attends this 
disease, might not a weak solution of the nitrate of silver be used 
with advantage, as this remedy is known to exert a tranquillizing 
influence upon certain inflamed surfaces? We have found the 
“ throbbing” much relieved by introducing a small piece of sponge 
saturated with equal parts of laudanum and water, within the os 
externum. 

Regimen . — The diet of the patient should be most carefully at- 
tended to, and made to conform to the general indications; 
namely, to abate inflammation, and to relieve pain; therefore, an 
antiphlogistic regimen, strictly so called, should be constantly ad- 
hered to, and persevered in, even for some time after the ap- 
parent removal of the disease — for, as noticed before, no dis- 
ease bears imprudences worse than the one of which we are 
treating. 

Of the Pessary . — It frequently happens, that the uterus \^ill re- 
main prolapsed after the sensibility of the uterus is removed — 
when this is so, much advantage will be derived from the use of 

a well- adjusted pessary. Attention, however, should be paid, that 
it excite no pain, or other inconvenience, by its presence: if it 
should, it must be instantly removed, and not reapplied, until the 
parts have acquired a more natural state of feeling. 

Tonics . — Much injury is frequently done,, by the too early use 
of this class of remedies — in several instances we have witnessed 
severe relapses,, by attempts to give, strength to the body; they 
should, therefore, be withheld for a long time, or perhaps more 
safely, altogether, in very susceptible systems. In two instances, 
where the stomach had suffered much, great advantage was 
found from the use of the phosphate of iron, given from six to ten 
grains, three times a day*. 

We have selected two or three cases, that the general and local 
symptoms of the “irritable womb” may again be brought into 
view, and that the common routine of practice may be the better 
understood. In making this selection, we have not been govern- 
ed by any peculiarity they exhibited, or because there was any 
particular departure from the ordinary mode of treatment; they 
have been chosen with one exception, (the third,) because they 
were cpnsidered as fair instances of the 44 irritable uterus,” and 
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exhibited the most usual train of symptoms, as well as the most 
uniform mode of treatment. 

Case I.— Mrs. aged thirty-six, the mother of five chil- 

dren, had been labouring under the following symptoms several 
months before we visited her; namely, a constant tenderness 
immediately behind the mons veneris, which was converted inta 
acute pain by any sudden exertion of the body, especially by 
walking up stairs, or going down. The pain experienced opon 
such occasions, was of a lancinating kind, and of great severity ; 
and when once provoked, would continue from one to two or 
three hours, suffering, however, a gradual abatement during this 
time. This pain was constantly excited if she sat upon a hard 
substance, and she was therefore obliged to guard against this 
inconvenience, by placing a soft cushion over the hole of a 
pierced chair. She found that emotions of the mind, if suddenly 
induced, would also have the effect, though in a more moderate 
degree than some other causes. Coughing or sneezing was 
sure to create great suffering. Upon examination per vaginam, 
the uterus was found considerably lower than natural; its neck 
was exquisitely tender, and larger than common — the os tincae 
very closely shut, and the part of the body of the uterus within 
reach of the finger, as well as the vagina, were extremely ten- 
der; so much so, indeed, as to render the examination a very 
unpleasant eperation — slight leucorrhoe.a, of a milky appearance ^ 
the whole heck of the bladder was enlarged and tender, with 
frequent desire to pass urine, accompanied with a disagreeable 
sensation in the bladder, and the whole tract of the urethra.' 
The urine was high-coloured, sparing, and deposited largely. 
The menstrual discharge was pretty regular in its recurrence, 
proper in quantity, and employing about six days for its com- 
pletion. This discharge was 'announced always by tenderness 
in the mammae; a sense of fulness in the region of the uterus, 
with a feeling as if the uterus were constantly sinking lower in 
the pelvis— there was no dysmenorrhoea, nor any discharge of 
coagula. 

-The head was very frequently attacked bjr severe pain, espe- 
cially on the back part of it. This became worse almost always 
in the afternoon, at which time a slight febrile exacerbation was 
sure to lake place, though the pulse was always excited beyond 
the natural beat — it was corded, and not large; the skin dry, 
and, where covered, the heat was above the natural temperature. 
The hands, feet, and legs, constantly cold ; the bowels constipated, 
but easily urged fo diarrhoea; the appetite pretty good, though 
variable, and the digestion not bad. The tongue very slightly 
fdrred, and paler than natural. 

She was ordered to observe a horizontal position ; a strict an- 
tiphlogistic regimen ; to lose ten ounces of blood from the arm 
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the mustard bath for the feet aqd legs every other night; luke- 
warm flaxseed tea injections per vaginam three times a day; 
a rhubarb pill every night at bed-time; and to forego matrimo- 
nial privileges, as extreme suffering was always experienced 
from their indulgence. 

This plan was persevered, in for three weeks without any re- 
markable change,. save a general. improvement of feelings. The 
uterus and every thing else remained pretty much as at the 
commencement of the plan. Four ounces of blood to be taken 
by leeches from the inner portion of the thighs — every thing 
else as- before. After the third month had elapsed, there was 
an evident melioration of symptoms; especially of the uterus 
and the surrounding parts — their sensibility was muchdiminished, 
and the leucorrhoea abated — during this lime leeches had been 
applied three times;, the bowels kept daily open, and the urine 
was discharged less frequently, and with more freedom, but it 
still deposited considerably. 

Injections of a weak solution of the acetate of lead, (two grains 
to the ounce,) were ventured on ; leeches to the thigh, as before ; 
rest, diet, and the rhubarb pill, as before. 

At the expiration of three months more, symptoms were much 
improved; the plan had been persisted in with great fidelity and 
patience. Injections of the solution of opium were now substi- 
tuted for those of the lead — a sixth of a grain of morphia was 
ordered whenever pain became severe ; for this had never failed 
to attend, in a greater or less degree, though with much less se- 
verity and frequency than before.. This lady, was once blistered 
on the sacrum,. but with such doubtful effect, that it was never 
repeated. At about this time the tarter emetic ointment was 
rubbed upon the low T er part of the abdomen until a copious crop 
of pustules appeared, and with manifest advantage. Jt may be 
proper to observe, that this application can only be serviceable, 
we believe, after the violence of the disease has abated — it may 
be repeated in three of four weeks after the first, if the sensibir 
lily of the neck of. the uterus be not subdued — we never use this 
ointment in the beginning;of the treatment.. 

It now appeared that the disease was more certainly under 
the control of the remedies already mentioned,. and was daily 
abating in severity — the leucorrhoea entirely disappeared, nor has 
it returned. At the end of thirteen months the patient was en- 
tirely well, though weak from long confinement, &c., and was 
now', and not until now, permitted to sit up: after this was tried 
a few days, and apparently with advantage, she w’as allowed to 
walk in her chamber, and rapidly gained strength by the indul- 
gence. It was, however, soon found, that the prolapsed condi- 
tion of the uterus was offering considerable inconvenience; and 
as the parts had entirely recovered their natural condition, a 
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pessary was introduced with very prompt and decided advan- 
tage, and the patient is now enjoying a very comfortable state of 
health. 

Case II. — It will not be necessary to detail the symptoms of 
this case; as they bore an entire resemblance to the one just ro- 
tated. There were, however, certain points of difference; namely, 
the patient had been labouring under the affection fed several 
years, but had not derived the slightest benefit from what had 
been done for her relief. It was looked upon as a disease of de- 
Jrility, and the severe sufferings were supposed to be caused by 
spasm — hence, bark, steel, cold bath, sea-bathing, opium, hem- 
lock, henbane, stramonium, warm bath, blistering, salivation, 
twice repeated, &c., &c., were had recourse to, but to no other 
purpose than to increase debility, without diminishing suffering. 
In this case, pain was not so violent, but there was more loucor- 
rhcea, and more profuse menstruation. This lady was confined 
to her. bed from extreme weakness when we first saw her — the 
febrile affection was more distinctly marked, and great obstinacy 
of bowels. General Weeding was not employed in this case; 
with this exception, it was treated like case first; but fortunately 
in this instance the patient was entirely restored in seven months. 
In this case, like the former, the pessary was employed from the 
period just mentioned. 

Case III. — This case differed from the two now related, in 
three important points ; first, the menses were very irregular in 
their returns, and always attended by hemorrhagy to a very con- 
siderable degree f coagula were expelled in great numbers, and 
after each spell the patient was left much debilitated, though she 
for the most part kept about;. secondly, there was profuse leucor- 
rbcea of a purulent appearance r and thirdly, the neck of the ute- 
rus was very much larger than we had ever witnessed before, 
and its sensibility was very great. The same general plan was 
adopted, and the patient was very much relieved at the end of 
about five months, though not altogether well.. 

When we examined the uterus. Inst, its neck was. reduced to 
its natural size, and had lost nearly all its morbid sensibility. 
We have had some reason to regret that The plan which hod so 
far relieved the disease,, had not been persevered in three or four 
months longer, as there was every reasonable expectation that it 
would have proved still more beneficial. 

Notwithstanding the success that attended the cases just re- 
lated, as well as many more that we could mention, it is but fair 
to acknowledge, there have been others, in which no such benefit 
was received, though remedies, generally speaking, were faith- 
fully used, and every reasonable precaution taken to ensure suc- 
cess. 

From recent experience, I have found the Iodine of great ser- 


Digitized by ^ooQie 



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 


307 


vice in this indomitable disease, but never to be a decided remedy ; 
but much relief has been found from it; so much so, that patients 
believed they were getting well fast, but it seemed to have an in- 
fluence so far and no farther. It was given in the form of Lugol’s 
tincture, No. 3. It was commenced by ordering six drops every 
morning, noon, and evening, in some sweetened water, and in- 
creased very gradually to thirty drops. It abated many of the 
symptoms very sensibly, especially the pain and constant uneasi- 
ness that was felt in the vagina, and rendered coition when it 
was indulged in much more tolerable.. 


CHAPTER XVf. 

ON UTERINE HEMORRHAGE.* 

The mode I shall pursue in treating this subject, will be, 

First, To consider very briefly the nature of the connexion of 
the ovum with the internal surface of the uterus. 

Secondly, To investigate the causes which may impair this 
connexion, and thus expose the surface from which the blood is- 
derived. 

Thirdly, To examine into the mode of action of these agents, 
in effecting this lesion. 

Fourthly, To point out the several periods of utero-gestation, 
at which this lesion may take place — and trace the various con- 
sequences which may result from it, at these several periods. 

Fifthly, To notice the modes of treatment at these different 
stages, and under these various circumstances. 

Sect. I. — 1. The Connexion of Iht Ovum with the Uterus . 

Soon after the ovum is deposited within the cavity of the ute- 
rus, we And it connected through the whole extent of its surface, 
with the internal face of this organ. The uterus and ovum mu- 
tually contribute to this end ; on the part of the womb, we find it 
produce a soft spongy substance, called decidua ; on the part of 
the ovum, we discover its external covering, or chorion, shooting 


* Of this disease, the unavoidable species, we have thought, only belonged pro- 
perly to midwifery; consequently, that which arises from the “ implantation of the 
placenta to the mouth of the uterus, ” is not treated of here, only the accidental 
variety. 
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out innumerable vascular fibres«-r&ndiboth, when- united; serve as 
the bond of union between the ovum and the uterus. 

The efflorescence on the uterine surface, like that which covers 
the ovum, is decidedly vascular;, and. seems that these minute 
vessels* interlock with, each other after a certain period, and this 
so firmly, that they cannot be well separated without rupture. 
Therefore* should apportion of the ovum be detached in the earlier 
months, the quantity of blood that will issue, will be commen- 
surate with, that surface; especially, if it be from the body or 
fundus. And; as a general rule, it may be said, that the quan- 
tity of blood which may be expended, will be in proportion to 
the advancement of pregnancy. 


Sect. II. — 2. The Causes which may tend to destroy this Connexion . 

If we consult authors upon this subject, we shall find a variety 
of causes enumerated, as capable of destroying to a greater or 
less extent, the connexion between the placenta and uterus — and 
it is agreed, by far the greater number, that no considerable .he- 
morrhage can occur unless this happen. 

In enumerating the remote causes of hemorrhage, I* shall only 
name such as are most generally believed' to be capable of this 
effect, either before or after delivery. 

Before delivery: 1st, too short a funis; 2d. mechanical* vio- 
lences; 3d. passions or emotions of the mind; 4th. plethora ; .and; 
after delivery, 1st, atony; 2d. spasm; 3d. humoral engorgement;. 
4th. unequal contraction of the uterus; 5th. inversion. 

Though all these causes have been assigned for the disease we 
are considering — still, it is sufficiently difficult of explanation 
how Some of them act to produce it. When violence of any kind 
is offered a pregnant woman, and she miscarry, or is prematurely 
delivered, the cause, from its force or extent, appears, at first sight, 
capable of the end; and there, alt investigation ceases. It may 
not, therefore, be time ilbspent, to inquire, into, their respective- 
agencies. 


Sect. Ill: — 3. Mode of Action of certain of the remote Causes. 

And, first, too short a cord. It was the opinion of La Motte, 
that the cord may be naturally or accidentally too short — and that 
in either case, it might be the cause of hemorrhage. He gives a 
casepur porting to be illustrative of this assumption — but con- 
fesses it was the first, and only one, he ever met with. The 
bleeding proceeded from one of the umbilical vessels, at a portion 
which, was - folded into a kind of knot,. and which yielded, .from 
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the accidental shortness of the ftmis. Levret met with a similar 

instance. And Baudelocque also mentions a remarkable case of 
this kind.* It must, however, be confessed by all conversant 
with the practice of midwifery, that though this may be a cause 
of hemorrhage, it must be a very rare one — or the extensive 
practice of these three celebrated authors, would have furnished 
more examples. 

Secondly; mechanical violence: Thirdly, passions, or emotions 
of the mind: Fourthly, plethora. Each of these causes may pro- 
duce uterine hemorrhage ; and perhaps all have. However, the 
mode in which they effect this, is not so well understood as it 
deserves to be — the whole of these causes have one common 
operation upon the system — they all induce an increased force of 
circulation; and this is generally considered sufficient, under 
certain circumstances, to produce the evil in question. It has 
been thought, that whatever gave an increase of force or velo- 
city to the circulatory system of the mother, must almost neces- 
sarily, in consequence of the large size of the hypogastric and 
spermatic arteries; the short distance they have to travel be- 
fore they arrive at the uterus; and their great increase in that 
viscus as gestation advances, very. much afiect the condition 
of the ovum within its cavity — and, that the arterial vis a tergo 
must act mechanically upon the ovum; and by mere force of 
circulation drive it from its connexion with the uterus. That 
plethora must also act pretty much after the same maruier— and, 
as a proof of this, it is said, that the periods at which the menses 
are wont to return, are those at which abortion is most readily 
provoked: for, at these times, though the uterus is impregnated, 
and this discharge has ceased, still the blood is sent in greater 
abundance than usual, until the demands of the embryo are such 
as to employ it, without suffering the vessels to become en- 
gorged. 

Now, if a mere increase of circulation were all that is required 
to effect this end, no woman would escape aborting, who might 
labour under high arterial action — thus, fevers of all kinds would 
be followed by this accident; but this is contrary to all expe- 
rience. I am obliged, then, to suppose that something more is 
necessary than an invigorated circulation. 

I have said, that something more is required than an increased 
force of circulation, to effect a separation of the ovum in the 
early months, or of the placenta in the more advanced periods 
of pregnancy — and that something I believe to be uterine con- 
traction ; as, without this, I am at a loss to understand the modus 
agendi of the remote causes. 

I shall not pretend to say how the causes just enumerated in- 

* Midwifery, par. 1084 
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dace this action*— though I am certain that this effect is produced 
through their agency, and for the following reasons: 1st. Because 
mere circulatory impulse appears from the anatomy of the uterus 
and ovum, to be inadequate to this effect — since neither abortion, 
nor premature delivery follows as a consequence, when this con- 
dition has been present in its highest degree. 

2d!y. Because contraction, in every instance, is essential to 
the separation of the placenta, whether in cases of abortion, pre- 
mature labour, or delivery at full time. 

3dly. Because we frequently detect this caose, by the presence 
of pain, hours, or sometimes even days, before the eruption of 
blood ; and because, so long as this contraction continues, hemor- 
rhage will not cease, unless we diminish the bulk of the ovum, or 
interrupt its return by proper remedies. 

Where the ovum is about to be cast off, either in the early or 
later periods of pregnancy, or where there is no chance of its 
preservation from the effect already produced upon it, contrac- 
tion becomes useful, though originally the cause of the separation 
and hemorrhage, as it proves the healthy disposition of the uterus; 
at least so far as this circumstance is concerned. By it, the 
ovum is completely separated, and cast off; the bleeding put a 
stop to, and the woman secured from danger. Contraction and 
pain are now to be contended with, as well as the bleeding; and 
these always increase the difficulty of cure. 

Therefore, it may not be amiss to inquire how far we may 
have a control, or whether we have any, over uterine contrac- 
tion after it has once been called into action. The no small 
authority of Mr. Burns is against me when I say, I think we 
have ; though confessedly, it is difficult of subjection. Yet, as it 
is a matter of high consequence to ascertain the truth upon this 
subject, I hope to be forgiven, if I differ from this respectable 
writer. He says, “When abortion is threatened, the process is 
very apt to go on to completion, and it is only by interposing 
before the expulsive efforts are begun , that we can be successfm 
in preventing it ; for whenever the muscular contraction is uni- 
versally established , marked by regular pains, and attempts to 
distend the cervix and os uteri, nothing, I believe, can check the 
process.” 

That it is a matter of uncertainty, whether we succeed in our 
attempts to arrest uterine contraction after it is “ established,” 
must be acknowledged. But that it is never attended by success, 
I cannot concede; nor should the principle be inculcated, as it 
paralyzes exertion, and makes us withhold from t£e suffering 
female, an attempt which rarely fails to give at least comfort. 
My experience would, I think, in more instances than one, de- 
clare that I have been rewarded; and should our attempts fail 
nineteen times out of twenty, we are surely not justified in with- 
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holding them. I therefore make it an invariable rule, to treat 
the case as if success were to follow. 

There is one case or condition, I acknowledge, with which I 
never interfere, under the slightest prospect of success; and that 
is, where the process of gestation has ceased ; of the signs of 
which there is but one absolutely certain; namely, where the 
breasts have become tender and tumid, and then pretty suddenly 
subside. It would here be a forlorn hope to administer remedies 
with a view of retaining the ovum. 

I am disposed to believe that this circumstance is the only one 
which marks the loss of life of the ovum with sufficient certainty; 
it is perhaps the only one that is unequivocal; since all others 
may be said to be deceptive. This mark was known to Hippo- 
crates; and has, I believe, ever since his time, stood the test of 
experience. So long, then, as this sign be absent, I do not relax 
in my attempts to preserve the ovum. It must, how r ever, be con- 
fessed, that I have known the ovum to be cast off, where this 
symptom was wanting. Yet I am persuaded, in each of these 
instances, that the ovum preserved its vitality almost to the last 
moment; and that its expulsion was owing to the indomitable 
nature of the contractions of the uterus: I think this has obtained 
most generally with women who are in the habit of miscarrying. 
I do not stand alone in my opinion upon this subject. 

Puzos, (Mem. de 1'Acad. de Chirur. vol. i. p. 203,) declares, 
that neither pain nor hemorrhage necessarily produces abortion. 
La Motte, (Obs. 305,) gives an instance where the woman went 
her full time, after the orifice of the uterus was considerably di- 
lated. And above all, I may cite Mr. Burns, himself, for an ex- 
ample most strictly in point. (Princip. of Mid. ed. 2d; p. 195, in 
a note.) He relates, with seeming belief, that cases have occurred 
of twins, one of which has been expelled, while the other re- 
mained, and the “ action of gestation,” as he happily terms it, 
was still maintained to the proper period.* 

Now,* this clearly demonstrates, that after muscular action has 
been “ universally established,” it can be suspended for a con- 
siderable lime if this be so, under the circumstance of one foetus 
being expelled, and the uterus, by a cessation of action, permit 
a second to remain until the proper time, I should expect it, a 
fortiori, when the uterus is not so extensively, or so powerfully 
excited. 

The remote causes which I have hitherto been tracing, may 
with propriety be considered as contingent, or accidental in their 
application and influence. But one still remains to be noticed, 

• Indeed, our periodical Journals have lately, in a number of instances, fur- 
nished us with case**, proving that the uterus may exjiel a foetus prematurely, and 
then become passive, until a twin was matured, or in a condition. to be expelled 
with advantage to itself. 
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which must be > regarded as absolute in its effects* whenever it 
may chance to exist — I allude to the implantation of the placenta 
over the mouth of the uterus. 

The knowledge of this particular location of the placenta, is of 
modern discovery — and, perhaps, Levret is the first, who de- 
cidedly taught this doctrine. Mauriceau, La Motte, and others 
before his time, met with the placenta in this situation, but they 
all believed it was, a mere falling down of this mass to the mouth 
of the uterus, after its entire separation from the fundus. 

But, when thus placed, flooding is inevitable; for the order of 
development of the uterus, is so uniform, that a deviation can 
only result from accident, or such a combination of circumstances, 
as very rarely happens; we can then with absolute certainty de- 
clare, that when the placenta is unhappily situated over the mouth 
of the uterus, a flooding, towards the latter periods of gestation, 
must happen— hence the propriety of the terra " unavoidable/’ for 
this kind of hemorrhage. 

During the first six months of utero-gestation, the body and 
fundus alone yield to the distending power of the ovum: after 
this time, the neck is called upon, (if 1 may so term it,) for its 
proportion, as the other parts of this organ seem to refuse any 
farther supply; in consequence of which, it, in its turn, becomes 
distended ; and, in this act> a portion of the placenta is neces- 
sarily removed ; and a bleeding, according to the extent of injury, 
or the number of vessels exposed or ruptured, ensues. 

After discharging more or less blood, the hemorrhage may 
cease; or it may be so reduced in quantity, as to excite little ap- 
prehension. But this is a false security-^-it is sooner or later re- 
newed, either by a farther stretching of the neck, by the augmen- 
tation of the ovum, or by the removal of the coaguium, which 
had, until now, stopped the bleeding. 

In this manner may things proceed, until near the last stage of 
pregnancy — or the extent of separation may be such, or the size 
of the vessels exposed be so large, that the womans life is in- 
stantly jeopardized, and from which she can only be protected by 
the most prompt and efficient remedies.* 


Sect. IV. — 4. The Periods of Pregnancy at xohich Hemorrhage 
may take place . 

There is no period at which hemorrhage may not lake place, 
after the first month of pregnancy ; since, it is presumable, that 
after the fourth or fifth week, a union, more or less strict, is 

* For a particular account of tkia cause of hemorrhage, and ita mode of trust, 
meat, see System of Midwifery by the author. 
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formed between the ovum and the uterus, by means of the cho- 
rion'and the decidua. It must, therefore, necessarily follow, that 
a separation may be effected, and, if this happen, a bleeding must 
ensue. Until about the fourth, or between the fourth and the 
fifth month of gestation, this separation may happen to any por- 
tion of the ovum; as, up to this period, the placenta, or what is 
to become placenta, completely surrounds the ovum. 

As a general rule, then, we find the danger from floodings in 
proportion to the advancement of pregnancy; because the vessels 
are larger, and will, in a given time, yield a much greater quan- 
tity of blood — though the chance of hemorrhage taking place is 
greater in the earlier months. Puzos says that abortions under 
the fourth month are rarely fatal ; and this observation, perhaps, 
would be confirmed by the experience of almost every practi- 
tioner; provided a sufficiently early attention may have been paid 
to it. 

It must, however, be confessed that it is very difficult to esta- 
blish any certain rule upon this subject, since 1 have seen symp- 
toms as alarming attend an abortion of six weeks, as I have wit- 
nessed from a premature labour of the seventh month ; or, indeed, 
at any other period. It may, however, with confidence be ad- 
vanced, that alarming symptoms do itot show themselves as 
quickly in the early as in the later months; and, of course, we 
have much more time for the Employment of proper remedies. 

We shalh.no w consider the mode of treatment. In pursuing 
my inquiry into this part of my subject, I shall endeavour to be 
as explicit as the nature of the subject will admit; for I can only 
establish general principles, and modes of management; as, per- 
haps, each individual case will present a shade of difference; and 
the treatment of this shade of difference, whether important or 
otherwise, must be very much left to the good sense and judgment 
of the practitioner. I, however, trust, at the same time, that little 
embarrassment will be experienced, as the indications and {heir 
folfilment will be so distinctly pointed out, as to render the one 
pretty certain* and the other without much ambiguity. 

With a view to perspicuity, I shall divide* the consideration of 
floodings into the several periods at which they may appear, and 
the remedies into their nature, or supposed mode of action. The 
peculiarities of each perfod will be pointed out: by doing which, 
we can establish more clearly and certainly the mode of treat- 
ment. TheViature of each remedy shall also be considered, and 
the period at which it is more especially indicated ; together, with 
its mode of actibn, and the degree of confidence to be placed in it. 

In the division of this part of my subject, I shall nearly follow 
the arrangement of Dr. Denman, as it embraces every essential 
variety of period at which hemorrhage, as a consequence of ute- 
ro-gestaiion, may take place. This will consist* of four periods. 
27 
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1st. That period at which the ovum is entirely surrounded by the 
decidua and decidua reflexa : this will comprehend the first four 
or four and a half months of pregnancy. 2d. Joto the remaining 
period of utero-gestalien. 3d. Into the period between the birth 
of the child, and the expulsion of the placenta. 4th. Into the 
period subsequent to ks expulsion. 

This division is by no means arbitrary : it is founded upon 
principles and circumstances that must not carelessly be lost sight 
of, if we wish either to understand the nature of the disease in- 
question, or become acquainted with its most successful mode of 
treatment. For instance, until after the time pointed out in our 
-first division, it would be highly improper, under almost any cir- 
cumstance, to pierce the ovum with a view to the discharge of 
the liquor amnii; yet, at the second period, it may become an 
essential remedy. In the third, the woman’s- safety may depend 
upon the immediate delivery of the placenta. And the fourth, 
upon procuring the tonic contraction of the uterus; and each of 
these distinctions should be well understood, for upon them is the 
conduct of the practitioner to be regulated. 


First Period . 

Until the period of four and a half months, or even to the fifth, 
the ovum, when separated entire from the uterus, appears to be 
an ovular, spongy, fleshy mass; it bears evidence of attachment 
to the parietes of the uterus, in every point of its surface— -and k 
would seem to show, that at any one part of this, k may be sub- 
ject to separation; and this separation will necessarily constitute 
a solution of continuity of more or less vessels ; and a consequent 
hemorrhage. I have just intimated that this separation may be 
at any point of the ovum ; but the effects will be in some measure 
different, as it may happen near the neck, at the body, or at the 
fandus of the uterus. If the separation happen at thel>ody or 
fundus, the -blood proceeding from the lesion, must increase the 
mischief, by separating other portions of the connecting medium 
of the ovum and uterus, before it can issue from the os tincce; it 
will, therefore, follow, that when this takes place, the chance of 
arresting a flooding, and preserving the ovum, must b$ diminished 
in proportion to the destruction of the connecting medium. But 
when the disunion takes place near the neck, the mischief will be 
less serious, though the discharge may be very abundant. 

It has been thought by some, that the os tihese was always 
soon affected in cases of hemorrhage threatening abortion. Rat 
I am disposed to think that the uterus has been supposed to be 
open merely because clots were expelled from the vagina — but 
this is by no means a proof of an open condition of the os uteri ; 
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for the coagula are always, perhaps, but certainly much the most 
frequently, formed in the vagina, when an ovum occupies the ca- 
vity of the uterus. Of this the most decisive proof can often be 
given, in the very early months of pregnancy, by a mere survey 
of the size of an expelled coagulum; for many times, it is five or 
six times the bulk of the uterine cavity. 

But little information can be derived from an examination of 
the state of the uterus in the commencement of a flooding at this 
time; for the os tine© may be completely closed for a long time, 
in some instances, though the ovum may be eventually cast off; 
while in others, it may by naturally a little open, without offering 
additional risk to the embryo. 

But I may safely declare, when the neck of the uterus is dis- 
tended, so as to resemble in feel the extremity of an egg, that 
abortion will sooner or later take place, however small the open- 
ing of the os tine© may be. In this case the uterus is thrown into 
complete action, and the extension of the neck of the uterus, just 
spoken of, is the effect of these contractions. There is another 
mark equally unequivocal; and to which it may be proper now 
to advert, namely, the cessation of morning sickness; a diminu- 
tion of the abdominal tumour; but, above all, the mamma) be- 
coming painful and distended with milk, and these pretty quickly 
followed by flaccid breasts. In both of these cates, all attempts 
to save the ovum will be unavailing ; and our whole care must 
be directed to the state of the flooding. 

Nor is the quantity of blood expended, in itself, however exces- 
sive, positive evidence that abortion will take place; especially 
when unaccompanied by pain — for I have repeatedly seen a very 
large waste, without any other evil attending ; while, on the con- 
trary, I have witnessed the expulsion of the ovum with the loss of 
a very few ounces, when accompanied by pain.* As a general 
rule, perhaps, it may be 9aid that flooding following any violence, 
more certainly ends in abortion, than those which come on silent- 
ly and slowly, without any apparent cause. 

No reliance should be placed upon the opinion, that a mode- 
rate discharge of blood from the vagina during pregnancy, is use- 
ful by removing topical plethora.f On the contrary, we should 
look upon every appearance of this kind with great suspicion, 
and treat it as if it were to become decidedly mischievous. There- 
fore every sanguineous discharge from the vagina of a pregnant 
woman, should be treated with the utmost care — -all the essential 

* Pain accompanying flooding, should not make us abate our endeavours to save 
the ovum, but under the circumstances stated above, for I have seen it preserved; 
while I have witnessed several instances of ova being casL off, where neither pain 
nor flooding accompanied the expulsion. 

t Kok says, that local plethora is a cause of hemorrhage. (See Pasta, p. 27a.) 
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indications for hemorrhage should be instantly complied with; 
and no time should be lost by temporizing. . 

The essential indications are 1st, to arrest the bleeding; 2d. 
subdue pain, if present; and 3d. prevent a recurrence of the he- 
morrhage. 

These three points are constantly to be kept in view, as the 
preservation of the ovum, or even of the woman, is dependent 
lipon their fulfilment. Therefore, whenever a woman is attacked 
with hemorrhage from the uterus, the sooner, it be arrested, the 
baiter: every known remedy of efficacy is to be employed in suc- 
cession, should the antecedent ones fail of success ; and every ad- 
vantage must be given to these means, by the patient and her 
attendants, by a strict adherence to the directions enjoined. It 
would be in vain for the physician to prescribe, if either the pa- 
tient or attendants run counter to his instructions; and in no case, 
perhaps, is their observance of more decided consequence than 
in the complaint we are now considering. 

One of the first steps to be taken, Is to command the most per- 
fect possible rest of body and of mind. The patient should be 
placed upon a mattress, sacking-bottom, or even the floor, in pre- 
ference to a feather-bed. The room should be well ventilated; 
the patient very thinly covered ; her drinks, toast-water, cold 
balm-tea, lemonade, ice-water, &c. — No stimulating substance of 
any kind should be permitted. Care should be taken, even in the 
administration of food and of drinks, that the patient does not 
exert herself to receive them ; she should be strictly confined to 
a horizontal position. Her food should be of the same general 
character as her drinks — such as thin sago, tapioca, gruel, or pa- 
nada — in neither of these should wine, or any other liquor, find 
admission ; they can be rendered agreeable by lemon juice, sugar, 
or nutmeg. All animal food, or the juices of them, in the com- 
mencement of a flooding, should be forbidden. Let whatever is 
given, be given cool. Absolute rest of every member of the body 
should be enjoined. 

The officiousness of nurses and of friend? very often thwarts 
the best directed measureof the physician, by an overweening de- 
sire to make the patient" comfortable.’' This consists in changing 
of cloths, "putting the bed to rights,” or altering her position; 
all this should be strictly forbidden. Conversaioin shquld be. pro- 
hibited the patient; and all company excluded. Much mischief 
is sometimes done by the talking of the by-standers; for they, 
for the most part, delight in the marvellous, and relate the histo- 
ries of cases every way calculated to appal, the already too much 
alarmed patient. This kind of gossiping should be peremptorily 
forbidden, even at the risk of giving offence, rather than per- 
mitted, to the certain injury of the sick. * 

Having established a proper system for the repose of the pa- 
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tient, and the government of the attendants, we should next de- 
termine the propriety of blood-letting — this becomes very often 
of high importance; especially at this division of our subject: 
plethora is a usual attendant at this time; nay, may be, as I have 
hinted above, the very cause of the alarm. Blood should be taken 
from the arm in. a quantity proportionate to the force of the ar- 
terial system; remembering, we do little or no good by the ope- 
ration, if wedo not decidedly diminish the force of its action; 
let the pulse rather sink under the finger than otherwise; its re- 
petition must be regulated by circumstances; recollecting, how- 
ever, that hemorrhage is sometimes maintained solely by exalted 
arterial action; as the following case will very clearly show- 

I was called to Mrs. B. in January, 1796, whom l found much 
exhausted by uterine hemorrhage, in the fourth month of gesta- 
tion. She had, several days previous to my visit, returns of 
flooding, which were little attended to. The usual means were 
now employed, and for the time, the discharge was arrested; 
this was early in the morning of the 16th. She remained very 
well until 5 o’clock, P. M. At this time she had a return of 
flooding: I was instantly sent for; and, living but a few steps 
from the patient, was very quickly at her bed-side. She was 
found to be flooding very rapidly; the pulse was very active; and 
the eruption of blood appeared to have been preceded by a slight 
rigour, followed by high arterial action; she was instantly bled 
from the arm, until there was a reduction in the force and fre- 
quency of the pulse; and the abdomen covered with ice and snow. 
So soon as this took place, there was an abatement of the dis- 
charge: this condition was followed by slight alternate pains in 
the back, shooting towards the pubes. Forty-five drops of lau- 
danum were now given ; and strict injunctions left, that the patient 
should be kept as quiet as possible; and in case of return of the 
flooding, that I might be instantly apprized of it. 17lh, A. M. 
The patient was found free from fever, and almost free from dis- 
charge; she continued so until about 5 o’clock, P. M., when the 
whole scene, as mentioned before, was renewed ; she was again 
bled; subjected to the application of the ice; and the laudanum 
was repeated for the same reasons as yesterday. 1 8th, A. M., 8 
o’clock, I was called suddenly to my patient, as she again had a 
return of fever, with hemorrhage; she was again bled, &c.. 

In this manner did matters proceed for several days ; it wa* 
now found, that the arterial exacerbations observed* no regular 
period; but whenever they did occur, there was uniformly a re- 
turn of the flooding; and would continue during this state of ex- 
citement. With a view to interrupt this condition, or to abridge 
it as much as possible, I placed a young gentleman at the patient’s 
bed-side, with orders to bleed her the moment he perceived an in- 
crease of pulse; this was accordingly done; and from each bleed- 

27* 
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ing deckled advantage was discovered. The loss of five or (& 
ounces of blood was sure to put a stop to the uterine discharge, 
in the course of a few minutes; and sometimes would prevent its 
appearance, when it could be very promptly used. By proceed- 
ing in this manner until the 23d, the patient was> entirely freed 
from this distressing complaint. She was bled seventeen times; 
and lost, by computation, one hundred and ten ounces of blood 
in the course of seven days. She gradually gathered strength, 
and was safely, delivered at the proper time. 

The acetate of lead should now be given, in doses and frequen- 
cy, proportionate to the extent of the discharge. From two to 
three grains may be given, guarded with opium, every half hour/ 
or less frequently, as circumstances may direct; or incase the 
stomach be irritable, a very efficient mode of exhibiting it is, per 
anum — twenty or thirty grains may be dissolved in a gill of wa- 
ter, to which must be added a drachm of laudanum, and this be 
repeated, pro re nata; or we may give tbe : extract. of. rath any 
with great advantage, in the manner already recommended at 
p, 143, only the quantity should be repeated every hour or two* 
If pain attend, opium should be given until a decided impres- 
sion be made upon the uterine contractions; or until its exhibtr 
tion appears to be totally unavailing. Should the discharge be 
profuse, the application of equal parts of cold vinegar, and spirit 
of any kind may be applied to the region of the pubes;., pr what 
is still better, a large bladder, two thirds filled with ice and wa- 
ter; the tampon should be introduced without farther delay* 

For the discharge from the uterus, when very profuse, will 
not always yield to these remedies; and if it do not, it will very 
soon become highly alarming. To save even a few ounces of 
blood, is always desirable; and sometimes it is -highly important: 
should the means just recommended (jail in moderating, or slop- 
ping the threatened symptoms, no tigw shoujd be lost in employ- 
ing the tampon- The hest, 1 believe, is a piece of fine sponge 
of, sufficient size to fill the vagina. It should, have pretty sharp 
vilggar squeezed from it several times, with a view to clean 
it, and to have it imbued with this acid; it may then be intro- 
duced into the vagina, and suffered to remain, until its object is 
answered- .. y - 

Previously, however, to the introduction of the sponge, it will 
be well to examine thc^tate of the neck of the uterus and the 
os tincse; their condition will very much govern our decision 
and prognostics. Should the one be found entirely closed, and 
the other of its original shape, we may, notwithstanding the pro- 
fuseness of the discharge, and even the presence of pain, still. en- 
tertain a rational hope of preserving the ovum; but if, on the con- 
trary, the form of the neck be altered, and the mouth opened, we 
are pretty certain it will sooner or later be cast off. But neither 


Digitized by 


Google 



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE* 


319 


of these conditions is to affect our conduct, as regards the hemor- 
rhage; for this is to be stanched, though we are certain the em- 
bryo will be lost. 

Much error is sometimes committed, under an impression that 
the ovum must be expelled ; and that nothing can be done advan- 
tageously for the woman, until this be effected. 1 have known 
a hemorrhage suffered to continue, almost to the exhaustion of 
the patient, because pain was considered essential to the throwing 
off the ovum, though on each return of it, a large coagulum has 
been expelled; or the discharge has been augmented by injudi- 
cious manual attempts to aid the expulsion of the ovum. Both 
of these mistaken methods cannot be too severely reprehended — 
one for blameable supinencss; and the other, for rash inter- 
ference. 

Whatever may be the rapidity of the discharge in such cases, 
it is ever under command, so far as my experience will warrant 
the assertion, by the use of the tampon. This should be instantly 
resorted to; and its effects will be quickly perceived.* 

I deprecate with much earnestness, frequent and unnecessary 
touching. This is not only injurious, by fatiguing the patient, but 
by removing coagula, that may be important to the stopping of 
the hemorrhage. This should, therefore, always be avoided; 
except at such times, as it may become necessary to ascertain 
whether the mouth of the uterus be yielding to the influence of 
pain. It therefore can only be necessary in such cases as are, 
or' have been accompanied by-ulerine contractions. 

1 also must seriously forbid ajl attempts to remove the ovuov 
so long as the greater part of its bulk is within the cavity of the 
womb; lest its covering be broken, and the liquor arnnii evacu- 
ated. We must let no false theory get the better of multiplied 
experience; all the latter goes to prove the impropriety of such a 
procedure; for it is agreed by the most enlightened upon this, 
subject, that it is mischievous to affect it, and unfortunate, when 
it spontaneously happens. The reason is obvious* The embryo 
is expelled, but its involucrum is retained; in consequence of 
which, the flooding is perpetuated, and much pain, and other in- 
convenience, if not danger, are experienced, before it is thrown 
off from the uterus* I must therefore repeat it as a rule, that the 
ovum is never to be pierced before the cojnmencement of the* 
fifth month, f unless the flooding is very profuse, the pains very 
urgent, apd the os uteri pretty well opened. 

* Dr. Meigs informed me, however, of a case that fell under his notice, in which 
the discharge continued in an alarming quantity, though a tampon had been era. 
ployed. In such a case it mighjt be well to make a piece of sponge occupy the 
oa externum completely, and its oscapcpfcvented by continued pressure again&t it 
with the hand. 

t Burton, and some others advise the rupturing of the ovum,e*en at the second- 
tnenlh — than this, nothing can be leaf conformable to either sound reasoning* or 
good practice. 
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In this advice I depart from the very high authority of Baude- 
locque, with whom it is not very safe to differ : he recommends 
this to be done always after the third month ; provided the mem- 
branes do not tear of themselves. But very ample experience 
has convinced me, that it is safer to preserve them so long as the 
os uteri remains closed, be the pains ever so frequent or power- 
ful, or the flooding ever so profuse; for the one may be diminished 
by opium, and the other arrested by the tampon. And if no pain 
attend, it almost becomes criminal to do so; since the ovum may, 
by the use of the tampon and the other remedies above suggested, 
be preserved. 

I have ever found, in such cases, that much effort is required 
to expel the seoundines; nor will we be much surprised at this, 
when we recollect the strong disposition the mouth of the uterus 
has to close itself at this period of utero-gestation. Indeed, I have 
repeatedly witnessed most alarming floodings from the placenta 
engaging in the mouth of the uterus; and am certain, that they 
arose from the presence of the placenta, ns the discharge always 
ceased, so soon as this mass was removed. 

When the hemorrhage is maintained in this manner, the pla- 
centa should be removed as quickly as possible r but this is the* 
difficulty. At the early periods of pregnancy, (those compre- 
hended within the first five months,) the uterine cavity is too 
smaH to admit the hand, or even a couple of fingers; indeed, 
sometimes, not ever* one; therefore, any attempt to deliver it by 
the hand alone, must almost always- fail. If this mass be entirely 
within the uterus, or even nearly so, the os uteri will be found 
most generally so much elosed, even at the fifth month, as to 
prevent the introduction of the finger te hdok down the placenta ? 
and as we descend from this to the second month, or lower, it 
will certainly be so small, as to prevent the intromission of even 
one. 

Whenever this k'attempted, (especially by the inexperienced,) 
it is almost sure to efid in disappointment. Sometimes a portion 
of the placenta is felt without the os tincee; and should its greater 
bulk be so situated, we can sometimes remove the whole, by 
pressing it -between two fingers, and withdrawing it; and thus 
put a stop to the discharge ; but it is rare that we are- so fortu- 
nate.* 

In such cases, I have employed, with the most entire success, 
a small wire crotchet. This instrument is very simple in its con- 
struction, as well as in its mode of actipn.f 

* From some late experience, l am induced to believe, that the ergot, if given 
at this time, will often supersede the necessity of the “ crotchet.’* It most, how- 
ever, be borne In mind, that it is only in cases in which we cannot command the 
removal of the placenta by the fingers— that is, where this mass continues to oc- 
cupy the uterine cavity, or but very little protruded through the os tinew. 

t The drawing I have given of this instrument, is upon a reduced scale; tba 
reduction is one-third. I consider tbie much more simple than the pince a faux 
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The manner of using it is as follows: — The forefinger of the 
right hand is to be placed within, or at the edge of the os tincae; 
with the left, the hooked extremity of the crotchet is conducted 
along the finger, until it be within the uterus; it is now to be 
gently carried up to the fundus, and then slowly drawn down- 
wards, which makes its curved point fix in the placenta: when 
thus engaged, it is gradually drawn downwards, and the pla- 
centa with it. The discharge instantly ceased, in every case in 
which I have used it. In all the instances to which I here refer, 
I am persuaded the women’s lives were saved. In illustration of 
what I have just urged, I will relate one of the cases of the several 
that have fallen immediately within my notice. I was called to 

Mrs. H , on the 3d of August, 1807 ; she was at the third 

month of pregnancy, and was flooding violently ; pains were fre- 
quent and severe; large doses of the acetate of lead and opium 
were ordered, together with cold applications externally — the 
mouth of the uterus was a little open; the ovum protruding; 
quiet, cold drinks, &c. were ordered. I now left my patient, and 
returned at twelve o’clock, three hours after the first visit — the 
hemorrhage not abated; pains increased; the os tincae more di- 
lated, and the ovum more tangible. At three o’clock, P. M., the 
ovum opened spontaneously, and the embryo escaped — flooding 
violent; pains trifling; syncopes frequent; pulse very small and 
quick; the placenta in part engaged in the os uteri — a stimulating 
injection was ordered, with the hope it would bring away the 
placenta. Four o’clock, P. M., the injection failed in the object 
for which it was given; hemorrhage continues; syncopes fre- 
quent; pulse scarcely perceptible. - The placenta was now re- 
moved by the wire crotchet; the flooding ceased instantly; the 
subsequent symptoms were very mild. 

Sometimes, when the ovum has opened, and the embryo 
escaped, but has left its involucrum behind, the hemorrhage may 
not be violent, but may be of long continuance; at least it will 
be as long as this mass remains. In such cases, where time is 
not so precious to the safety of the woman, I have, in several in- 
stances of this kind, administered the ergot in twenty-grain doses, 
with very decided and prompt advantage. 

The peculiarity of this period consists in the ovum not having 
the transparent membranes formed; and the practice founded 
upon this, as a general rule, is never to break the walls of it. 

germe, as proposed by Levrct, and recommended by Leroux and Baudefoeqae ; of 
that of Burton, for the same pprpose, 
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Second Period . 

Tbis comprises all the time from the fourth and a-half, or the 
fifth month, to the entire completion of utero-gestation. 

The woman is liable to hemorrhage during any part of this 
period, by the action of any of the remote causes already enume- 
rated; and in proportion to the advancement of pregnancy, will 
be the risk from flooding, as the quantity of blood thrown out in 
a given time, is, cseteris paribus, greater and more difficult to 
arrest. Therefore, when a woman is attacked with a discharge 
of this kind, however moderate it may be in the&ommencement, 
we Have no security against its increase, at any a/ier-mome&t— 
she is to be carefully watched, and most fully advised. We 
should insist upon compliance with the rules directed fot the first 
period, and we must employ the remedies already proposed, mb 
early as the nature of the case may require. 

I have already intimated, that a hemorrhage from .the uterus 
during pregnancy, can only happen from a portion of the pla- 
centa being detached. It will follow that the issue of blood wiH 
be in proportion to the extent of surface so exposed ; to the ad- 
vancement of pregnancy, an4 the force of the circulation. Now, 
as the advancement of pregnancy is greater in this, our second 
division, than in the first, the chances for a more profuse dis- 
charge of blood, are increased in an equal proportion: hence it 
is agreed upon all hands, that the risk the woman runs is very 
great; so great, indeed* sometimes, as to be very speedily fatal ; 
since, we can have no influence over the extent of separation of 
the placenta, nor always have control over the force of arterial 
action. 

The indications, however, are precisely the same, as for the 
“ first period but their fulfilment is not always effected after' 
the same manner. 

It is my practice, in cases of a threatened flooding, during 
pregnancy, or when, from the Tapidity of the discharge, the 
woman’s strength would be quickly exhausted, to use, in addition 
to the means just mentioned, the tampon. I have already said, I 
have found fine sponge the best? but where this cannot be pro- 
cured, fine flax, or very well picked tow, or old linen r tnay be 
substituted. 

When the latter substances are chosen, they should be used in 
portions of moderate size, and weH moistened with 9weet oil, 
or melted lard — they should be introduced one by one, until the 
vagina is completely filled ; the whole may be secured by a 
compress and T bandage. This latter precaution is not necessary 
when a sponge is used, if the piece be of proper size. From its 
compressibility, it is introduced without the least inconvenience, 
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if previously prepared as directed ; and I believe it promotes 
coagulation quicker than any other substance, from its numerous 
cells giving speedy passage to the finer parts of the blood. It 
almost instantly puts a stop to the hemorrhage; and, in some 
instances, I believe, I was entirely indebted to it for the preser- 
vation of the lives of my patients. 

Some object to the employment of the tampon : they say there 
is danger of local inflammation from the use of vinegar; but 
experience has proved it to be futile. 

The mode of action of the tampon in stopping hemorrhage is 
precisely the one nature employs, when she alone effects this end. 
A coagulum is formed from "the tampon to the mouths of the 
bleeding vessels, and thus puts a stop to, or very much dimi- 
nishes, the farther issue of blood. It would seem, from all we 
know upon this subject, that there is a strong disposition in the 
cut or divided extremity of a blood vessel when at rest, or nearly 
at rest, to form a coagulum within itself, for the purpose of put- 
ting an end to the farther issue of blood : hence, the importance 
of coagula at the mouths of the bleeding arteries; the formation 
of which is the first step towards spontaneous suppression. 
Puzos,* many years since, had pretty nearly the same notion 
upon this subject: he said, that the coagula acted as corks to the 
mouths of the bleeding vessels. 

The internal remedies for the suppression of uterine hemor- 
rhage, when successful, must act by disposing the blood to co- 
agulate more speedily ; or immediately, upon the open extremi- 
ties of the bleeding vessels, so as to induce them to contract. 
Hence, the almost universal employment of that class of medi- 
cines called astringents. Leroux,f however, forbids them in 
uterine hemorrhage, after delivery; but hedods this upon a wrong 
principle. He says, “Dans I’hemorrhagie uterine violente qui 
succede a l’accouchment, ils ne peuvent &tre d’aucune utility. 
Pour s’en convaincre, il suffit de se repr£senter la route qu’ils 
sont obliges, de suivre avant de parvenir ou lieu au leur pour- 
rait £tre utile, le temps qu’ils mettent a parcourir ce trajet, et les 
changemens qu’ils eprouvent avant d’y arriver.” 

In like manner, from their mode of action, LeakeJ objects to 
the use of astringents or styptics in this complaint; and upon no 
better ground, I think, than Leroux; for I know that certain of 

* “Ces sage* precautions ont suspend a sou vent, et qaelquefois on t fait cesser 
dee pertes de sang accoropagndes de petits caillots: non pas en soudant, pour 
ainsi dire, A 1'interieur de la malrice les portiones du placenta sd paries, mais en 
donnant le temps au sang arr&tl A l'embouchore des vaisseaux de s’y caiiieboler, 
at d’y former de petis bouchons moolis sur leur diam&tre capablea d'arrller le 
sang.*' (Mem. de 1’Acad. tom. i. p. 211.) 
t Observations, &e. p. 209, 
t On Child- Bed Fever, vol. ii. p* 301* 
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them, as the sugar of lead, ( especially,) produces sometimes the 
most decided and prompt effects, let its mode of action be what 
it may. ^ 

In many instances, it exerts a control over the bleeding ves- 
sels, as sudden as the ergot does upon the uterine fibre and, from 
the extent and certainty of this action, we might be tempted, 
without doing much violence to the delicacy of medical specula- 
tion, to call its action specific. In a word, we may justly ques- 
tion, whether any internal remedy can be successful in uterine 
hemorrhage, which does not exert an action somewhat specific. 

But neither internal remedies, nor external applications, should 
be exclusively relied upon, longer than is djaetdedly consistent 
with the safety of the patient ; for neither astringents of any kind, 
nor the tampon* can be availing in all cases; and when they fail, 
there is but one resource, namely delivery; the consideration of 
which brings us to the other modes employed by a large class of 
practitioners, for stopping uterine hemorrhage; namely, those 
who consider delivery the only resource. 


Seot. V. — Delivery considered as a Mode of arresting 
Hemorrhage . 

From the time of Mauriceau and Dionis to the present mo- 
ment, the number belonging to this class is very considerable ; 
and if numbers merely were to be considered, the weight of evi- 
dence would be in favour of their practice. The want of proper 
knowledge in treating uterine hemorrhage by other means; the 
fatal rapidity of its termination sometimes, where rupturing of 
the membranes, or delivery, was not performed, or where a feeble 
plan had been pursued^ the occasional success pf delivery, toge- 
ther with the strong probability of uterine contraction after this 
organ is emptied, and the influence of this contraction in arrest- 
ing the blee4ing, has but too easily, -and too generally, found ad- 
vocates for its almost exclusive employment. Thus, La Motte* 
thought it impossible to restrain hemorrhage, when the placenta 
was detached in part or entirely, but by the extraction of this 
mass; Dionis declared we should not defer the delivery of the 
foetus, if blood in great quantity, and without interruption, escaped 
from the uterus.f Mesnard advised delivery, if there was a flood- 
ing sufficient to cause fainting and Heister§ and Puzos|| were 
of the same opinion, &c. &c. ; for it would be easy to multiply 
authorities, to considerable extent, to the same end. 

* Traite dea Accouchemene, Oba. 216. t Des Operations, p. 249. 

X Pasta, p. 170. ^ Surgery, port ii. p. 957. 

jj Mem. de 1’Acad. vpl. i. p. 224. 
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The advocates for delivery as the only means of arresting he- 
morrhage, may be divided into two classes; first, those who paid 
no regard to the condition of the uterus when the operation was 
undertaken. The second, those who evacuated the liquor amnii 
previously to delivery, with a view to promote the contraction 
of the uterus, and by this means put a stop to the flooding ; the 
latter may be subdivided into three: 1st. Those who did not 
regard the situation of the os tincae, when they ruptured the 
membranes; and if this operation did not immediately succeed, 
entered the uterus with the hand, by forced means, and imme- 
diately effected the delivery. 2d. Those who, having torn the 
membranes and gained the feet, were contented to bring them to 
the orifice of the uterus; and then trust to the natural efforts to 
perform the delivery. 3d. Those who never pierced the mem- 
branes, but when the mouth of the uterus was either dilated or 
dilatable; and who, after rupturing them, permitted them to 
escape gradually, and finish the delivery slowly, or waited for 
the efforts of nature. 

From the improvements which midwifery has received within 
the last fifty years, I should not have expected to meet with an 
advocate for indiscriminate delivery, at the present day; yet in 
Meygrier, we find that advocate. That the most mischievous 
cansequences have followed the practice of those who compose 
the first class,* we have the authority of Pasta, f who deprecates 
the practice as both cruel and dangerous; of Kok,J who says he 
has seen it followed by inflammation of the womb; of Lcroux,§ 
who declares it to be dangerous to both mother and child ; of 
Baudelocque,|| who insists that nothing can justify the accou- 
cheur, who persists to deliver while the neck of the uterus retains 
its natural thickness and firmness. And I may add my own 
experience, as I once witnessed death, as the consequence of such 
a proceeding. 

The method pursued by those of the first division of the se- 
cond class, is not free from serious inconveniences, and is, per- 
haps, scarcely inferior to the first, as the same violence musjt al- 
most necessarily be committed. The plan of the second division 
of the second class, (which I shall, in conformity with custom, 
call Puzos’ method,) is far from being the one most conforma- 
ble to the principles of the art: since, in its performance, great 
violence is frequently obliged to be resorted to. 

* Among the first class, may be reckoned all the accoucheurs prior to the time 
of Mauriceau. To the second class, and the first division of that class, belong 
Maori ceau, Dionis, La Molte, Deventer, &c. dec. To the second division we 
may place Puzos, Smellie, Delourie, &c. &c. And to the third, we have Leroux, 
and most of the late writers upon midwifery, 
t Vol. i. p. 132. t Pasta, p. 273. 

ft P.241. U Vol.ii. p. 90. 
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The objections to this scheme are, 1st, that every flooding 
during pregnancy, is not necessarily followed by delivery ; but if 
we adopt this method, it must, within a short period, take place* 
and this perhaps, to the destruction of the foetus. 

2d. Because the mouth of the uterus may be so placed as to 
render this operation very difficult, if not impossible ; especially 
when the uterine orifice is stilt very thick and rigid ; for Puzos* 
himself confesses, he was an hour or more before he could pierce 
the membranes ; and this was a loss of most precious time to the 
patient, as the flooding still went on, and he began to despair of 
the success of his method, from the excessive loss of blood, and 
was fearful he should be obliged to have recourse to foreed de- 
livery. 

3d. That the hemorrhage does not always cease after the rup- 
ture of the membranes; but, on the contrary, sometimes becomes 
more violent at this operation. 

, 4th. That the presentation of the child, if it be preternatural, 
and the presence of the placenta over the mouth of the uterus will 
render this method ineligible. 

5th. It is sometimes impossible to make a forced delivery; es- 
pecially, from the fifth to the sixth and a half month ; of this La 
JVfottef gives one example, and StnellieJ another— and I once 
saw a similar failure. And, above all, they have not pointed out 
any alternative when this plan shall have failed. 

It is only upon the method of those who compose the third divi- 
sion of the second class; or those who never pierce the mem- 
branes, but when the os uteri is dilated or dilatable, that we can 
safely place reliance, in cases of severe flooding. 

It may be asked, what are we to do in cases of profuse he- 
morrhage, at any period from the fifth month to the full time, 
when the discharge threatens the life of the patient, and when 
the os uteri is closed and rigid ? Are we supinely to witness 
her death, rather than employ some violence to relieve her? 
Certainly not. If there really were no other remedy, forced 
delivery, with all its disastrous consequences, might be justifia- 
ble; but as we have the power of plugging the vagina, and pre- 
venting the farther issue of blood, we should have immediate re- 
course to it: and this plan, so far as I have witnessed, has not 
failed ; and this experience is so supported by that of Leroux, 
as to entitle it to entire confidence, By this means, time is per- 
mitted to the natural agents of delivery for the performance of 
their duties ; and this is done, for the most part, with both cer- 
tainty and success. 

The importance of the tampon is, perhaps, never so dearly 

* Mem. «ur. leu Pertee, Stc. p. 336. t Oba. 452. 

t Collect. 33, No. 2, Ob. 1. 
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demonstrated, as when it is employed in cases where the flooding, 
has proceeded to almost complete exhaustion, and where every 
ounce of blood is of immense value. In such cases, (before de- 
livery,) I have seen it arrest a profuse flow in almost a moment, 
and where the farther loss of a few ounces, must have been fol- 
lowed by death. Syncope, and even convulsions, have ceased 
upon its application. 

Though it be confessed, that after the failure of the remedies, 
recommended for the suppression of hemorrhage, as the appli- 
cation of the tampon, &c., there is but one means left in our pos- 
session, (namely, delivery,) by which the flooding can be arrest- 
ed, and the life of the woman preserved, — yet it may be asked, 
is there no condition of the patient, in which it would be im- 
proper to attempt this besides the rigidity of the os uteri? To 
this, I answer, yes, — I would say, that a woman reduced to the 
last extremity of weakness, but with a suspension of the discharge, 
should not be meddled with, so long as the^hemorrhage is kept in 
check. 

But suppose the same degree of weakness, with a continuance 
of the flooding, to exist; should we in such case, attempt delivery ? 
I have no hesitation in answering this in the affirmative;* — but, 
previously to the operation, the condition of the patient should 
be candidly stated to her friends; it must be undisguisedly de- 
clared to them, that no undue calculation should be made of the 
benefit of delivery ; hut, as this operation offers the only possible 
chance of relief, it might be adopted. We may be encouraged to 
do this, as it now and then happens, that the woman recovers, 
under such circumstances, contrary to all expectation. 

Hitherto, I have said nothing of opium as a remedy in uterine 
hemorrhage; the reason is simply this — it has never merited the 
smallest commendation in my hands; for it has never been at- 
tended with the slightest success; of coufse, I cannot be of opi- 
nion, that it deserves the encomiums which have been so lavishly 
bestowed upon it by Dr. Hamilton and others. I have re&d,dis~ 
passionately, and with care, Dr. Stewart’s book upon this subject; 
and have cautiously examined the cases detailed by him ; but 
they have not afforded me the slightest ground to believe, that the 
opium had any agency in arresting the floodings for which it had 
been so liberally administered ; the cessation uniformly appeared 
to be the result of the natural powers of the system in general, 
and of the uterus in particular. That it is sometimes beneficial, 
previous to delivery, in allaying pain, and in this way putting a 
stop to farther mischief, 1 most freely confess ; but I cannot yield 
anything more. I am not alone in this respect: Dr.^ Denman 
seemed to entertain the same opinion ; and Barlow has advanced 
similar sentiments. 

It may be proper to say a few words upon the subject of cold 
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applications, as no remedy has been more extensively employed, 
or more constantly abused. Cold, as a means to arrest flooding, 
is in almost universal employment, is usually one of the first re- 
sorted to, and the last that is abandoned — it has acquired so much 
popularity among the vulgar, as to render it unsafe for the repu- 
tation of the practitioner, who has omitted it in his treatment of 
this complaint. 

But, though confessedly an agent of great power, it has never- 
theless its limits of usefulness ; and beyond which, it should never 
be urged — for its efficacy is very much confined to its influence 
over the circulating system, by diminishing its vigour, and abating 
its velocity, though it may also act as a stimulant to the uterus 
when its shock is first perceived, and thus induce contraction ; 
but its greatest value seems to be, in controlling arterial action. 
After these ends are answered, it is truly doubtful, whether it 
should be farther persevered in ; at least, its utility is very much 
diminished. 

I employ it very liberally; and sometimes, if the case be urgent, 
even at a very low temperature — in general, the best moae of 
applying it, is by a large bladder, as has already been directed— 
but, in very sudden and alarming cases, I have caused it to be 
teemed from a height upon the abdomen ; and this method of 
osiqg cold, from its promptness, and the extent of its effects, has 
a very decided preference. 

But if the pulse flag, and the woman be much exhausted, I not 
only forbid it, but have a warm blanket, or other warm articles, 
to supply its place. During the use of cold water, &c., to the 
abdomen, warm applications should be made to the feet and legs; 
a bottle or jug of warm water well corked, is one of the best and 
most handy : this last direction should never be omitted, when 
the feet and legs are preternaturally cold. We, also, should be 
particularly careful not to wet the bed and clothes of the patient, 
if it can be possibly avoided, as it creates much inconvenience, 
by rendering her situation extremely unpleasant, besides obliging 
her to be disturbed, that dry things may be substituted. 

The injecting of cold water, cold alum-water, the solution of the 
acetate of lead, the introduction of ice into the vagina, and even 
into the uterus, &c., have been practised; and, it is said, with 
advantage. The merits of such applications must rest upon the 
authority of those who recommend them ; for I confess I have no 
experience in either of them ; nor should I be tempted to rely upon 
them rn very pressing c&ses.* 

It may be proper to observe, in addition to the remedies and 
modes of proceeding pointed out in this division of our subject, 

* See chap, on 14 Unavoidable Uterine Hemorrhage,” in the author’s System of 
Midwifery, foe a variety of means lately proposed fat the relief of hemorrhage. 
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that in certain cases of uterine hemorrhage, the forceps are the 
only means to be employed or relied upon. They are exclusively 
indicated, 1st, Where the discharge is threatening, and the labour 
well advanced ; but where the membranes have been long rup- 
tured, and the uterus is firmly embracing the body of the child, 
or the head does not advance with sufficient rapidity to afford 
security. 2d, Where the head is low in the pelvis, and has 
escaped from the orifice of the uterus — in this case, turning must 
not be thought of, however recent may have been the escape of 
the waters; or however moveable the head may be in the pelvis. 
3dly, Where the uterine efforts are either feeble, or suspended ; 
and where the os uteri is sufficiently distended, but where the 
waters have been long discharged. 4thly, Where the head oc- 
cupies the inferior strait; the orifice of the uterus sufficiently ex- 
panded ; the waters either recently or a long time expended ; but 
where the natural agents of delivery would act too slowly for 
the safety of the patient.* 5thly, Where the natural powers are 
incompetent to the sufficiently speedy delivery of the patient; 
owing either to the malposition of the head, or to such a disparity 
between it and the pelvis, as shall prevent its timely expulsion. 


CHAPTER XVIL 


MT8TERITIS, UR INFLAMMATION OF THE UTERUS. 

There is more ambiguity, or, at least, a greater want of pre- 
cision, in the accounts of the acute diseases which attack the 
puerperal woman, than in any others whatever. This does not 
arise from an absolute necessity ; for they are neither obscure 
nor numerous. These which attack the uterine system and its 
dependencies, have chiefly created the confusion; and this has 
mainly arisen from an overweening desire for great accuracy of 
distinction, without a corresponding power to give the signs by 
which each should be ascertained. Or, in some instances, from 
a blameablo generalization, making every febrile affeetion puer- 
peral fever. 

Thus, the disease now under consideration has almost always 
been confounded with puerperal fever ; and the latter, as frequent- 
ly blended with the former : this has arisen almost entirely from 

* From late experience, we have reason to believe, that the eeoale oornutum 
may, occasionally, supersede the necessity of the forceps in this case; it should, 
at all events, he triads 
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not allowing that puerperal fever is an inflammation some one 
portion, or the whole of the peritoneum ; and in not thinking, or 
believing, that the proper substance of -the uterus can be inflamed 
without necessarily involving this membrane; though the latter 
may become so secondarily. On this acoount it will be proper to 
divide hysteritis into two species: the first we shall call the simple 
or pure ; the second, the mixed or accidental inflammation of the 
peritoneum, or, superadded puerperal fever. 

The first we shall define to be, an inflammation of all or any 
portion of the proper substance of the uterus, except its perito- 
neal covering. The second where the latter is implicated with 
the former. It has been rendered highly probable, from the late 
observations of Mr* Dance, and M. Tonnelle, that in hysteritis, 
it is the veins of the uterus that, $re inflamed, and constituting a 
genuine phlebitis. Dr. ConqueslMys, « the substance of the ute- 
rus is sometimes infiltrated with pus, and becomes livid and 
spongy, or it may contain small abscesses* and the uterine veins, 
particularly tbose.containing blood from the spermatic arteries, 
may be inflamed, and contain coagula or pus.” Obs. on Puerp. 
Inflam. And M. Tonnelle says if proper care be not taken in. dis- 
section, it will be supposed abscesses of the proper tissue exist, 
when the vessels are only affected* 


Sect. I. — Species I. — Cause s. 

The causes which may produce inflammation of the uterus, 
are all, or any of the violences to which this organ may be ex- 
posed in the exercise of its functional powers, during the expul- 
sion of the child from those to which extrinsic aid may give rise, 
when its powers have been insufficient for the purposes of delive- 
ry ; from those which may arise from the artificial delivery of 
the placenta ; or those which may act independently of either but 
not readily cognizable. 

Under the first head we reckon, 1st, the* long and reiterated 
efforts the uterus is occasionally forced to make, to overcome the 
resistance which opposes the expulsion of the child ; whether 
this arise from the rigidity of the neck of the uterus; or of the ex/- 
ternal soft parts: the construction of the pelvis; or the size or 
situation of the child. 

2d. To violences committed in the use of instruments of any 
kind; to injuries sustained in the act of turning; or to ill-directed 
manoeuvres executed on the neck of the uterus in attempting its 
dilatation, or by too frequent handling. 

3d. To lesions of the internal face of this organ, from a sud- 
den, rude and unnecessary interference in the separation of the 
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placenta ; or to the injuries it may sustain from a placenta that 
has been too adherent. 

4th. To those which may arise from exposure to cold ; checked 
perspiration; some secret influence pf the air; improper regi- 
men, &c. 


2. Symptoms . 

Whichever of the causes may have acted with sufficient force 
to produce inflammation of the uterus, we find that it generally 
betrays itself within the first five or six days after delivery. 

The woman complains of a pain at the very lower part of the 
abdomen, which gradually increases or can easily be augmented 
by pressure made immediately above the symphysis pubis. It is 
also increased by any motion which may disturb the repose of 
the uterus, as turning in bed; sitting up; passing of water; or 
going to stool. 

If the fingers be made to press upon the uterus externally, it 
will be pretty readily distinguished, by its size being greater than 
is usual at such a period after delivery ; by its hardness, (which 
is very resisting,) and by its unusual tenderness. 

The pain which the woman feels is constant ; or it may be oc- 
casionally lancinating; but it is always greatest when the uterus 
contracts, and produces after-pains. From the after-pains, with 
which it is sometimes confounded, it may be distinguished by the 
latter being always alternate ; and when the contractions subside 
which produce tnem, the woman is altogether free from pain, 
until they are again renewed. 

There is no swelling of the abdomen in the commencement of 
this disease, unless it arise from the augmented size of the uterus 
itself; but which is never so great at the onset of the complaint, 
as to make it conspicuous. The abdomen does not participate, 
in the slightest degree, with the uterus, in simple hysteritis; 
hence, there is none of that tenderness, which is witnessed in pe- 
ritoneal inflammation, or puerperal fever. 

Sometimes there is a frequent desire to make water, attended 
with more or less pain: or there may be a retention of urine; 
especially if mechanical aid has been required to effect the deli- 
very; and the passing of water is accompanied by a sense of 
heat or burning in the urethra and vulva. 

The urine is almost always high-coloured ; generally scanty, 
and will deposite a lateritious sediment. In judging of the urine, 
however, we must take care that the mingling of the uterine dis*- 
charges with it be not mistaken for the tone of' colour of tho 
urine itself 
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3. Constitutional Symptoms • -x 

The symptoms which we have just enumerated, may be looked 
upon as strictly local, and such as would necessarily arise from 
an inflamed condition of the uterus; but these symptoms exist but 
a short time independently of constitutional disturbance. 

Soon after pain, &c., as above described, is felt, we find the 
heat of the body very much increased, without^ for the most part, 
the interposition of “chill,” The head becomes painful, the face 
flushed, and very frequently there is delirium,* if the febrile irri- 
tation be not soon relieved. 

The tongue is white, much loaded, and Dr. Clarke says, dry; 
but this we have never witnessed at the beginning of the disease. 
It is true, there is less moisture than is usual in the mouth, and 
the little fluid there is, is more clammy than is common in fevers, 
of an ordinary kind. This creates a great* and sometimes, almost 
an insatiable thirst. 

The pulse is full* strong, and hard ; its frequency is not very 
great; rarely a hundred.f Dr. Clarke says* from one hundred to 
a hundred and twenty strokes in a minute. This we have never 
seen in the simple hysteritis^ nor does it become so, unless the 
disease is running on to a fatal termination. 

The stomach, we believe, is never much affected in the begin- 
ning of the disease; certainly never* or but very rarely, provoked 
to vomiting* 

As the disease progresses, or rather as soon as the constitu- 
tional symptoms commence, the pain extends itself to the back* 
and down the thighs ; and sometimes, a pretty severe one is felt 
beneath the lower part of the ribs on the left side. 

As the lochia are interrupted to a greater or less extent in in- 
flammation of the uterus, it has been commonly supposed, that the* 
disease is produced in consequence of that obstruction! But, as 
the lochia are nothing but evacuations of the blood, with which 
the uterus was filled, and with which it will continue to be filled* 
until the vessels of this- organ and their open orifices contract so 
much, as to refuse to transmit more* the lochia must be looked 
upon as a discharge dependent upon the condition of these ves- 
sels, or rather on the degree of contraction of the uterus. Con- 
sequently, their being more or less abundant, must depend upon, 
the state of the vessels which furnish them ; and the state of these 

* It may be looked upon as almost a charaeter of hysteritifl, that delirium al. 
most always attends it; while, in the unmixed puerperal lever, of peritoneal in. 
flam mat ion „ it rarely occurs. 

t This is another peculiarity in hysieritis, as distinguished from peritonitis, and 
serves to show how much inflammation of particular structures influences the cir-. 
culating system. There is no instance of pure hysteritis, so far as me hate seen* 
in which the pulse is as quick, as it is in puerperal fever.. 
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vessels must necessarily be influenced by other portions of the 
uterus, by the degree of inflammation. Now, the uterus when 
inflamed, swells ; and this swelling, in consequence of its effect 
upon the extremities of the exposed vessels, prevents the usual 
flow of the lochia ; and from which, two effects are produced : 
first, an accumulation of blood in the uterine vessels, which 
stretches them anew ; and second, an aggravation of the inflam- 
mation from this distention, as well as augmentation of pain. 

We may assign another reason, indeed, for the lochia being 
less abundant at this time; which is, the tonic contraction of the 
uterus being suspended ; consequently, one of the causes by which 
the lochia are forced through the vessels of the uterus is with- 
drawn, and the quantity discharged will consequently be less. 
It must, therefore, follow, that the diminished lochia is but a con- 
sequence of this condition of the uterus, and not the cause of it. 

It would be as rational to say, because there is a sparing se- 
cretion of urine in nephritis, that this scarcity is the cause of the 
inflammation of the kidneys; or that a diminished quantity of 
bile is the cause of the inflammation of the liver in hepatitis. 

It is true, that the lochial discharge is highly important at this 
time to the uterus itself; since it unloads its vessels, and thus pre- 
vents the consequences that would most probably follow its over- 
exertions, as well as promotes the tonic contraction of this organ. 
But, as their^ existence altogether depends upon the degree of 
permeability of the vessels which open within the uterine cavity, 
their # quantity and quality must necessarily be influenced by the 
condition of these vessels; therefore, the state of the vessels of 
the uterus may influence the lochia, but the lochia cannot affect 
the vessels of the uterus; for they are not lochia until discharged 
from these vessels. 

The return of the lochia, after they have been arrested, how- 
ever, is justly considered as a favourable sign; and this circum- 
stance has been urged, as an additional argument in favour of 
their agency in producing this disease. But here the effect is 
evidently mistaken for the cause. The return of the lochia is 
only an evidence of the diminished resistance to the flow of blood 
at the extremities of the uterine vessels ; and this lessened resist- 
ance is owing to the abatement of the swelling which had inter- 
rupted its flow; and the reduction of the swelling is but a conse- 
quence of the retiring of the inflammation. 

Therefore, the lochia being diminished, or arrested, would 
tend to increase the inflammation that was the cause of this di- 
minution, or stoppage; as there would now be an accumulation 
in the substance of the uterus, not only of all the blood sent there 
to supply the lochial discharge, but also that, which always at- 
tends upon inflamed vessels. And, on the other hand, when the 
cause which arrested or diminished the lochia, (namely, inflam- 
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(nation,) was so far diminished as to leave the extremities of the 
uterine vessels free, which, by again transmitting their contents 
to the cavity of the uterus, would not only relieve the engorge- 
Kjseni with which they were accidentally affected, but tend also 
to relieve the vessels of the inflamed portion of this organs and 
in this way is the lochial discharge useful. 

In pure hysteritis, the mammae sympathize with the uterus 
much less than in peritoneal inflammation, or puerperal fever; 

' for we must be permitted to use them synonymously. (See 
Chapter on Puerperal Fever.) On this account, we never have 
an entire suppression of this secretion, as in puerperal fever, un- 
less the disease runs an unusually long course, or has peritoneal 
inflammation added, or combined with it. Indeed, in a number 
of cases, we have seen the offices of the breasts remain undis- 
turbed during the whole continuance of the disease. 

This circumstance is worthy of gotice ; since it not only serves 
as a distinguishing mark between the two species of hysteritis, 
but also proves to us that the influence of the peritoneum, or some 
one portion of the genital system, has a stronger influence over 
the formation of milk r than the uterus proper itself. Is this the 
peritoneal coat of the uterus? or is it only when the ovaria be- 
come involved, that this secretion is so decidedly interrupted, or 
suspended ? We believe it to be the latter. 

Does not this fact serve to account for certain discrepancies in 
the accounts we have of the inflammation of the womb, and of 
puerperal fever? In one instance, the disease is called hysteritis, 
though the secretion of milk was interrupted; and in the other, 
denying the disease to be “genuine” puerperal fever, because 
this secretion was so tittle disturbed. 

In the first case it was a misnomer to call the disease hysteritis ; 
for so soon as peritoneal inflammation takes place, the disease is, 
strictly speaking, puerperal fever, though its cause may have 
been a preceding violent inflammation of the uterus, as we shall 
say more particularly, presently. In the second case, the disease 
has been refused the title of puerperal fever, because the mam- 
mary secretion was bat partially disturbed, though a true peri- 
toneal inflammation existed. 

Thus, we find, that the epidemic fever described by Dr. Leake, 
"as it appeared in the “ Westminster lying-in hospital,” was re- 
markable for the following peculiarities: first, the omentum be- 
ing the moat common seat of the inflammation ; 2d. the almost 
total exemption of the uterus, and its appendages, from disease; 
3d. the little disturbance of the lactiferous secretion, as will ap{>ear 
from the following statements. 

In case V., “ the uterus as well as the bladder, was perfectly 
sound, and without mark of inflammation, or rather morbid affec- 
tion; (state of milk not mentioned.) In this case, “ the omen* 
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turn was melted down.*’ In case VIII., “the omentum was 
much inflamed ; but the greater part of it was destroyed by sup- 
puration . u She had milk in her breasts until a day or two 
before her death.” “ The fundus uteri seemed to partake of the 
general inflammation which had attacked the omentum.” “ The 
lochia was not defective, neither was there a want of milk till 
after the febrile attack.” Case XL, “ the omentum was suppu- 
rated, and converted into thick matter.” “The substance of the 
uterus was sound.” “ The secretion of milk was moderate on 
the third day;” on the fifth, “ her breasts subsided, and the milk 
suddenly disappeared.” She died on the seventh day. Case 
XIII., “ the omentum was destroyed.” “The uterus had a na- 
tural appearance, and was perfectly sound.” (The state of the 
milk not mentioned.) Case XVI., " the contents of the pelvis 
were sound.” Milk not mentioned. In none of these cases is 
there any mention of the inflammation of the ovaria. 

The abdomen, we have said, does not swell in hysteritis; un- 
less it be merely in proportion to the increase of size of the 
uterus itself. This, however, we have seen pretty considerable, 
owing to confined coagula, but which has always subsided, so 
soon as these were expelled by the contractions of the uterus. 
Indeed, this circumstance alone produces much pain; and, for a 
short time, even threatens most serious mischief: especially as 
this takes place while the uterus is labouring under inflammation, 
as we have had occasion more than once to see; the sufferings 
then are very severe and even menacing. Under such circum- 
stances, we have known the uterus to acquire a size nearly equal 
to that at the seventh month of pregnancy. 

In this case the abdomen becomes very tender, and the system 
is always excited to fever; the pain is constant, and scarcely to 
be borne ; for now the uterus is suddenly put upon the stretch, 
and this during its inflamed condition. But this state, as far as 
we have witnessed, does not continue long ; for the uterus be- 
comes stimulated to contraction after being thus painfully dis- 
tended; its mouth opens, and the coagula are either expelled by 
one or two efforts, or it may require a number for this purpose. 
After the removal of these offensive clots, the woman is greatly 
relieved, and she is rarely exposed to a second attack. 

In hysteritis, then, so long as the disease maintains the charac- 
ter of the first species, the abdomen may be considered as but 
little affected; nor does it suffer at any period of the disease, as 
it does in puerperal fever, either original, or induced ; as, for in- 
stance, in the second species of hysteritis. On this account, the 
sufferings are not so severe, and the woman is enabled to change 
her position, without that intensity of suffering, which she expe- 
riences from the same effort in peritonitis. 

The bowels are variously affected ; but in the beginning, as 
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in peritonitis, they are generally disposed to constipation ; or this 
complaint may be ushered in by diarrhoea; but this is rare, 
though no unusual attendant in the progress, or last stage of the 
disease, though it may become critical. 

The symptoms we have just detailed may be looked upon as 
constituting the first stage of this disease; or the stage of high 
inflammatory action, which may terminate either in resolution, 
or in suppuration. 

When this disease is about to yield, there is an alleviation of 
all the more distressing symptoms; there is a softening, or reduc- 
tion of the uterine tumour, with an abatement of its tenderness ; 
the pulse loses its febrile and inflammatory character; it is less 
frequent; softer, and more yielding; the skin becomes relaxed, 
and disposed to become moist. Headach abates, and delirium, 
if it had been present, subsides ; the tongue begins to clean, and 
the thirst diminishes; the lochia return, and their appearance 
changes to a more florid colour. The urine becomes more abun- 
dant, and less high-coloured ; the milk is more freely secreted, 
&c. 

But should the disease not have abated, either owing to its in- 
tensity, or the feebleness of the means employed, the inflamma- 
tion may terminate its suppuration in various parts of the proper 
substance of the uterus, and which are almost sure to be followed 
by death. Sometimes, however, there is reason to believe, that 
the abscess opens within the cavity of tho uterus, and escapes 
through the os uteri ; in which case, the woman may recover. 
We have seen two or three instances, in which we believe this 
had occurred. 

A disposition to suppuration may be suspected, from the pulse 
becoming more irritated ; by its increasing both in frequency and 
quickness; by the skin being alternately partially dry and moist; 
chills of more or less intensity, with dark flushings on the cheek, 
or cheeks: by the tongue becoming dry and rea; by the lochia 
escaping in a larger quantity, but very fetid; in a word, the wo- 
man now sinks from irritative fever. Or, the inflammation may 
communicate itself to the peritoneal coat of the uterus, by pass- 
ing along the Fallopian tubes, or otherwise ; and thus adding 
puerperal fever to the inflammation of the uterus, making the 
second species. 


Species II. 

The Mixed Inflammation of the Uterus , or accidental or Secondary 
Puerperal Fever . 

- When the peritoneum, covering either the uterus, or its ap- 
pendages, becomes the seat of inflammation, the disease is called 
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by Dr. Clarke, a mixed case; and is one of almost certain fata- 
lity. For we have an inflammation now besieging two very 
different tissues or structures, and its ©fleets upon either may be 
sufficient to destroy fife. 

This extension of inflammation may be always dreaded, when 
the first species remains unsubdued; especially after a vigorous 
treatment has been pursued ; for it now betrays a disposition to 
run on to its second stage. This extension of inflammation to 
the peritoneum announces itself, by the addition of several new 
symptoms, to the unpleasant ones belonging to the second stage 
of the first species; such as a great increase in the frequency of 
the pulse; hiccough; tenderness, and swelling of the abdomen; 
vomiting; an inability to lie, other than on the back; a total stop- 
page of the lochia; a cessation of the mammary secretion; cold 
sweats; muttering delirium; a dry,fiusky, blackish tongue; diar- 
rhoea, &c. 

When the disease, by its extension, becomes the second species 
of hysleritis, it may be considered as almost necessarily fatal : at 
least we recollect no instance of recovery. Nor is this surprising; 
since a highly dangerous complaint makes its appearance at a 
time the system is debilitated from the force of a previous disease, 
and the effect of remedies; and is from these causes unable to 
support the farther use of means for its -relief. The patient, there- 
fore, almost necessarily dies. 

Dr. Clarke has furnished us with the appearances of the parts 
after death, in both species of inflammation of the uterus. He 
says, “Upon examining the bodies of women who have died 
under this disease, we have found little or no extravasated or 
secreted fluids in the cavity of the abdomen, when the disease 
has existed simply. The peritoneal surfaces have been also dis- 
covered free from disease in some cases; in others, however, the 
peritoneum, which covers the uterus, has been partially inflamed* 
and that covering the posterior part of the bladder. Inflamma- 
tion is often observed running along the Fallopian tubes, which 
when cut into, will be seen loaded with blood. The ovaria, too 
are often affected in the same way. 

“ The uterus will commonly be found very firm in its sub- 
stance, but larger than when naturally contracted. Upon cut- 
ting into the substance of the uterus, pus is often found, which, 
in all the cases I have met with, is situated in the large veins of 
that part.* Pus is also sometimes found in the cavity of the Fal- 
lopian tubes, and also in the substance of the ovaria, which are 
distended by inflammation and matter, so as to equal in bulk, in 
some cases, a pigeon’s egg. 


* In these -case®, it is more than probable 
phlebitis of the uterine veins. 

29 
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“ I hare never had occasion to meet with any case in which 
mortification had taken place in any part of the substance of the 
uterus, except in one instance, where there was a gangrenous ap- 
pearance of the cervix ; but it is to be remarked, that instruments 
had been employed in that case, by the gentlemen who attended 
the labour.” Essays, p. 69. 


Treatment . 

The history of this disease, will suggest at once its general 
treatment. 

a. Of Bleeding . 

The high inflammatory character of this complaint, especially 
in this country, declares the necessity of the most ample deple- 
tion, and the most abstemious diet. 

Blood-letting must be employed to the full extent the system 
will well bear; or it will not, nor cannot be, successful. The 
extent of bleeding in this disease, must be regulated only by its 
effects ; its quantity must ever be of minor consideration, so long 
as the symptoms continue to demand its repetition. Dr. Clarke 
says, “ In the repetition of the operation, (bleeding,) we must be 
governed by the same circumstances, and the effect of the former 
evacuation upon the disease;' and it must be observed,, that it 
will frequently be found necessary, not only a second, but a third 
time,” p. 73. 

From the histories of the dissections of those who have died 
of hysteritis, it is evident that nothing but very ample blood- 
letting, and other depletions, can prevent the fatal termination of 
this disease; or, at least, prevent its ending in suppuration, from 
which the escape with life must necessarily be rare. And though 
this disease is declared by Dr. Clarke, to be, “ of all the serious 
complaints, which attack the woman in the puerperal state, the 
least fatal,” he is not to be understood to mean, that this is' the 
case when this complaint is not badly treated. For immediately 
after, he says, “ Every art which has a tendency in any manner 
to diminish tho quantity of the circulating fluids, and weaken the 
action of the heart and arteries, should be employed, in order to 
subdue the inflammation at the very outset/' p. 78. 

This exactly corresponds with our own experience in this dis- 
ease: wc have, in every instance in which we have encountered 
it, abstracted blood, both from the system at large by bleeding, 
and also by large leechings upon the abdomen. With regard to 
blood-letting, our plan has generally been as follows : to bleed 
from the arm, until it produces sickness of stomach, at least; if 
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syncope take place, we have no objection. It will almost always 
be found, after this, that the fever and other signs of inflamma- 
tion will be much diminished; but this, in many cases, will be of 
short duration; for the system, if the bleeding has not been suffi- 
cient to “ strangle” the disease, will react in the course of a few 
hours, and pain, fever, &c., will again be renewed. Whenever 
this takes place, be the period longer or shorter, it is to be re- 
peated-again and again; nor do we know any reason for stop- 
ping, but the reduction of the disease. 

But our bleedings are not always renewed from the arm; for, 
as soon as we get the pulse pretty well down by this means, we 
have leeches applied over the parts nearest to the fundus of the 
uterus, and also to the vulva, in such numbers as shall abstract 
at least eight or ten ounces of blood, and encourage their after- 
bleeding by the application of moist warmth. Should these 
abstractions of blood not prove effective, and pain, fever, and 
other unpleasant symptoms continue; but especially, great pain 
and tenderness in the parts; if the pulse does not call for general 
bleeding, we repeat the leeching, nor stop until the end is an- 
swered, or until we are convinced our efforts will be unavailing, 
by the approach of the second stage, or by the addition of peri- 
toneal inflammation^ 

Perhaps there is scarcely a disease which demands such ex- 
tensive bleeding as the simple hysteritis ; several reasons concur 
to render this necessary, nay, indispensable. 

First, from delivery having lately taken place, the uterus is 
much engorged with blood, at the period at which it is attacked 
by inflammation; its vessels, therefore, are still distended, and its 
whole substance in a highly irritable state; consequently, a new T 
quantity of blood is invited to its parietes; 

Secondly, owing to the insulated position and independent 
economy of this organ, it becomes very readily filled with blood ; 
but parts with it, unless under particular circumstances, as in 
hemorrhages from this part, with great difficulty, or at least very 
slowly, as is proved by its bulk several days after delivery; con- 
sequently, large quantities may be taken from the general system 
without greatly influencing the quantity contained in the substance 
of the uterus. 

Thirdly,. owing to the lax and distensible condition of the ute- 
rine vessels, they are readily restretched by any influx of blood; 
and consequently, they again become charged by a fresh quantity 
of it, which now becomes another cause of irritation (by disten- 
tion,) to the newly provoked inflammation; and thus inviting a 
greater flux of blood to this part. 

Fourthly, that when the uterus becomes thus re-filled, the ves- 
sels cannot be relieved from this engorgement, as the only agent 
by which their capacities can be diminished, and of' course, this 
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state relieved, is now suspended, (namely, the tonic contraction 
of this organ:) hence the enlargement of this viscus in this dis- 
ease ; and henfce it is a favourable symptom, when it diminishes 
In size, as it shows a return of the tonic contraction, and conse- 
quently, an abatement of inflammation. 

All these circumstances show the necessity of blood-letting: 
and at the same time prove, that it will require much to be ab- 
stracted, before this particular condition of the uterus can be re- 
lieved. It also shows us the importance and propriety of local 
bleeding, by either leeching or cupping; as the blood abstracted 
by these means, acts with more certainty, well as more 
promptly upon this part. 


b. Of Purging. 

To co-operate with bleeding, purging has been advised ; this, 
to say the least, is a doubtful remedy. Dr. Clarke says, “ neither 
can I recommend a course of purging, as serviceable in the in- 
flammation of the uterus, which follows delivery. It is always, 
I believe, right, in the first instance, to procure two or three 
stools; but afterwards, it will be enough to preserve the regular 
motions of the bowels, by giving, from time to time, small quanti- 
ties of castor oil, or a little rhubarb, mixed with other medicines, 
which may be proper. The objection which I have found to 
long-continued purging is, it has always the effect of preventing 
that gentle perspiration, which, if it can be produced and kept 
up, will do more towards curing the disease than any remedy 
which I know,” p. 75. 

The bowels should be kept open by the gentlest means: of 
these the clyster is the best remedy. This should be done daily 
a.t least. 


c. Of Fomentations* 

Dr. Clarke recommends fomentations to the abdomen: we 
never advised them, for we have never seen them of the slightest 
use in hysteritis, and we have known them do mischief. They 
do mischief by the intensity N of their heat; by their weight, by 
exposing the woman to chills; and, by keeping her constantly wet 
They are particularly inadmissible in the early stage of this dis- 
ease, as they increase the circulation by their warmth. 

In such cases of hysteritis as may by accompanied by after- 
pains arising from coagula within the uterus, which is known, as 
we have said, by its alternate movements, we have seen an ap- 
plication of dry, or merely moist substances, very useful; by 
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promoting the contractions of the uterus so as to expel those 
foreign bodies. The one we have most commonly used is the 
“tansy pan-cake.” This is made by mixing flour and water 
together to the consistence of a batter, and adding to it a quantity 
of tansy: and then to be fried like a pan-cake; but made much 
thicker; (say half an inch,) when done, it is to be placed be- 
tween two cloths, and is applied to the abdomen. Under these 
circumstances, for which we recommend this application, it will, 
we think, be found highly useful; at least it has proved repeat- 
edly so with us. It certainly combines all thfe good properties of 
the fomentation, without its disadvantages; but let it be clearly 
understood, its employment is confined to the cases above stated; 
namely, where the uterus distended with coagula, produces much 
pain, and the ordinary efforts of this organ are found insufficient 
to expel them. 

The French are fond of fomentations, but we think too much 
good is ascribed to them. 


d. Of Blisters. 

It is very doubtful whether blistering the abdomen in cases of 
hysteritis is of benefit: we are at a loss, from what we have 
seen, how to decide; their efficacy, if they possess any, is un- 
questionably very limited. Dr. Clarke and others are decidedly 
against their use, and we are rather disposed to coincide with 
them; not that we are satisfied th^y are injurious, but because 
we are not convinced they are decidedly useful, and because 
they are very inconvenient especially to such patients as may 
have diarrhoea. It is many years since we last used them; and 
we cannot venture to recommend them. They are too pertur- 
bating. _ 

e. Of Sudorifics. 

Our opinion of this class of remedies, may be collected from 
what we have already said on the subject of " perspiration :” we 
shall only add, that, in the early stage of the complaint, their 
powers are altogether inadequate to the state of the disease; and, 
when it is on the decline, they are generally unnecessary. We 
have thought them occasionally useful, where the force of the 
pulse had been abated by the treatment, and nothing but a little 
feverishness came on in the evening, accompanied by watchful- 
ness and a dry skin. * Wo think we have seen the occasional use 
of Dover’s powder, given at bed-time in ten-grain doses, useful* ^ 

29 * 
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But our rule is, never to rely upon them, to the exclusion of e va- 
cuums., 

f. Of Opium. 

Iti the commencement of the disease, the pain which sometimes 
attends hysteritis, has led to the free use of opium; but it is al- 
ways unfortunate for the patient ; for it never subdues the paia, 
and it is sure to augment the existing evils by its stimulus* and by 
its constipating effects upon the bowels. It is, therefore, clear, it 
is not proper in the beginning of the disease; nor is it much more 
eligible in its decline, as ibmay interrupt the discharges from the 
bowels, at a time they may be much needed. In combination, 
as in Dover’s powder, it may be now and then useful; but we 
think no decided advantage is gained by its use, unless it be to 
relieve some sudden symptom, as severe and unexpected pain in 
the bowels, from flatulency, or other causes, when the fever is 
pretty well under command ; to moderate unnecessarily severe 
purging, or hypercatharsis, or to give temporary comfort to an 
exhausted or irrecoverable patient. Indeed, if depletion has been 
ample, there is very little use in the opium.* 


g. Of Erndics. 

• Emetics have been thought highly useful in almost every com- 
plaint of the puerperal woman. From their reputed efficacy in 

E eritoneal inflammation, as recommended by Mr. Doulcet, they 
ave been thought useful in inflammation of the uterus, and, ac- 
cordingly, have been recommended in such cases. Our expe- 
rience exactly coincides with that of Dr. Clarke on this point, 
that they “ constantly add to the pain, by the agitation they oc- 
casion, and the pressure made by the muscles on the inflamed 
uterus,” p. 77. 

From all, then, that has been said upon the various remedies 
proposed for the relief of this disease, it will appear that our de- 
pendence is chiefly upon bleeding and purging. The treatment 
for the second species, or the mixed inflammation of the uterus, 
will be learnt under the head of Puerperal Fever. 


• Dr. Clarke is much in favour of opium in this disease; this, perhaps, arise* from 
hi* not carrying bleeding and purging as far as we are in the habit of doing; the 
consequence is, that pain is much more permanent, in cases which have not been 
freely bled, and may require, for temporary purposes, the aid of laudanum. It* 
indiscriminate use, however, cannot be too severely condemned, in disease* of high 
action. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


OF PUERPERAL FEVER* 

This term, by some r -is now looked upon &s generic ^and should, 
therefore, be employed with more severe restrictions than it -for- 
merly was. Dr. Conquest says, that “in reality it designates - 
only a prominent symptom of disease, but which in ordinary 
usage, embraces complaints having little or no resemblance or 
connexion, either in their essential nature, their seat, or their 
treatment. For I fearlessly appeal to every cautious, intelligent, 
and reflecting man, whether the term is hot, in daily use, equally 
to designate spasmodic and inflammatory affections of the Peri- 
toneal investments of the uterus, and abdominal viscera ; inflam- 
mation of the muscular fibres; inflammation of the veins of the 
uterus; phrenitis; irritative fever ; diarrhoea; and spasms of the 
intestinal canal, so frequently confounded with inflammation.”*— 
Observations on Puerperal Fever. 

If this statement be true, and we have no doubt but it is from 
the respectability of the authority, the term puerperal fever is used 
in Great Britain much more vaguely than in this country. And 
though our notions respecting this disease are not logically accu- 
rate, they are, nevertheless, more definite than they appear to be 
in England, agreeably to Dr. Conquest. For we do not believe, 
that any well-instructed practitioner here would agree to call, all 
the affections enumerated above, by. the sweeping - term, “ Puer- 
peral Fever.” We have observed already* in treating of the in- 
flamed womb, that much confusion existed; as both hysteritis and 
peritonitis were expressed <by the same term though very differ- 
ent tissues were implicated in the two diseases*: yet, with this 
admission, we are by no means prepared to say at this moment, 
that much practical mischief has arrsen.from this wrong location' 
of the inflammation, as both, cseteris paribus, require very much 
tbe same treatment, though wa profess to be warm sticklers for 
correct pathology. We will, therefore, at once, declare,* that by 
puerperal fever we understand, inflammation of some one portion 

* For these reasons M. Tonne! Id prefers the term puerperal forer to more specific 
names, as we shall have occasion to Bay presently. Strictly speaking, puerperal 
fever means a fever that may attack a woman in child-bed— .and, as the term ha$ 
no pathological meaning, it is preferred by this writer, as it will embraoe all the 
febrile affections to which the woman may be liable after delivery, however varied 
their seat or nature. 
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or other of the peritoneum, which attacks women almost imme- 
diately, or within a few days after their delivery; and is distin- 
guished from every other affection of the febrile kind, by being 
always attended by a more highly accelerated pulse; by a pain- 
ful soreness of the abdomen; and with more or less distention, 
(after a short time,) of this cavity. This disease is frequently, 
but not always ushered in by a chill. 

For however much authors may disagree about the essential 
nature of this disease, its remote and proximate causes, or its mode 
of treatment, they, nevertheless, one and all consent, to consider 
the^marks just stated, to be its pathognomonic symptoms. And, 
perhaps, in no disease of the febrile kind, can so many peculiari- 
ties be enumerated, as almost constantly present themselves in 
this; such as the highly accelerated pulse; the failure in the secre- 
tion of the milk; if it has not taken place previously to the attack 
of the disease; its almost immediate arrest, if it has begun to be 
formed; the diminution, or suppression of the lochia; the consti- 
pated condition of the bowels ; the peculiar character of the alvine 
discharges; the exemption, for the most part, from delirium; the 
loss of maternal feeling, &c. 

The fatal character of this fever is almost proverbial ; Dr. Den- 
man declares, “ it occasions the death of much the greater part of 
those who die in child-bed and many others bear a like testi- 
mony of its dangerous tendency. Dr. Clarke declares, that three 
out of four die. “ Perhaps there is scarcely a disease with 
which we are acquainted, whose consequences are more fatal 
than this: as far as 1 have observed, three-fourths of those who 
have been seized, have fallen sacrifices to its severity.” * Essays, 
p. 132. 

The accuracy of this statement may, at the present time, be 
very well questioned, if accuracy in pathology be strictly adhered 
to — for it is but just to suppose, that in the time of Dr. Denman 
and Dr. Clarke, and as it has almost ever been since, agreeably 
to Dr. Conquest, many other complaints, nay, almost all of the 
febrile kind that befell the lying-in woman, were called puerperal 
fever. This indiscriminate use of the term, is found much fault 
with, as we have just shown, by Dr. Conquest, while M. Ton- 
nelle prefers the term to peritonitis, or metro-peritonitis, as being 
more comprehensive; and as it expresses nothing of itself — that 
is, that it has no pathological reference; for he has satisfactorily 
shown that neither peritonitis, or metro-peritonitis, will express 
the pathological condition of all that have fever, or die in child- 
bed ; or by puerperal fever, if we employ the term specifically. 

Thus, M. Tonnelld found, that in 222 cases of puerperal or 
child-bed fever, the peritoneum was found affected in 193; the 
uterus and its appendages in 197. In 165 cases, the changes in 
the peritoneum and uterus were differently combined ; those of 
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the peritoneum simply were 28, those of the uterus were 29. In 
79 cases, the alterations of the uterus were produced by simple 
metritis; superficial ramollissement 29; profound ramollissement 
20; inflammation of the ovaries 58; with ulcers 14; — total 190. 

Alterations in the uterine veins and lymphatics — pus was found 
in 90 instances in the veins : in 32 it was found in the lymphatics ; 
and in 3, it was observed in the thoracic duct; with inflammation 
and suppuration of the inguinal and lumbar glands, in 9 instances, 
making 134;— total changes effected in the uterus, 324. 

Suppuration of the veins of the uterus, 32; with ramollisement 
or pulrescency, 11; with metritis and ramollisement, 5 ; with peri- 
tonitis without any other alteration, 34; entirely insulated, 8; — 
total 90. 

Suppuration of the lymphatics with the veins, 20; with those 
of the uterus, 13; with ramollisement of the uterus with suppura- 
tion, 6; with simple peritonitis, 3 ; without any other alteration, 
2 ; — in all 44. 

Inflammation of the ovaries with simple peritonitis, 29 ; with 
alterations of the uterus, 27 ; with simple metritis, 8; without any 
other alterations, 2; — in all 62.* _ 

It appears from these tables that the alterations of the uterus 
exceed by a little, those of the peritoneum, if taken collectively; 
but if taken alone, they very much exceed them. And that in 
134 cases there was pus in the veins and lymphatics. 

It is difficult to assign the cause of the results observed by M. 
Tonnelld ; for they differ, (if other observers are correct,) from 
what would seem to be the experience of others upon this point. 
As regards our own experience in autopslc examination, we are 
willing to take it at its absolute value, for our opportunities have 
been nothing, when compared with those of M. Tonnelld; yet 
the little we have seen leads to a belief, that there must have 
existed some predominating cause for the very frequent lesions 
of the uterus itself ; as we very rarely have witnessed any altera- 
tions in that organ, in the few bodies we have examined. Besides, 
neither Leake, Hulme, Clarke, Hey, nor Armstrong, have made 
the same observations. Nor do we think, that the result of hos- 
pital experience is always the best authority for the character of 
any disease, as this is known to be modified by local causes, how- 
ever inscrutable these causes may be. We are therefore much 
inclined to the belief, that peritoneal inflammation is very much 
more common in this country, than metritis, properly so called ; 
for, if the abdominal, or that portion of the uterus, that is covered 
by peritoneum, be inflamed, and no other tissue of this organ, it 

* It is proper to remark, lest this table should appear to eontradict itself, that 
the reason of the whole amount of the two classes of affections, exceeds in num- 
ber all the cases dissected, is, that in many cases peritonitis was complicated with 
metritis. 
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is to all intents and purposes, peritonitis, and not metritis. But 
be this as it may, the observations of M. Tonnelld are no less 
interesting than curious ; and he has proved, that of the very 
many deaths of women in child-bed, a large proportion of them 
was not owing to acute peritonitis, as metritis and phlebitis of 
the uterus come in for a large share ; at least this was found to 
be the case in hospital practices 


a. History of Puerperal Fever . 

In Europe,* it frequently becomes epidemic ; and when this 
happens, its ravages are sometimes truly awful, as its malignity 
is thought to be increased by the peculiar constitution of the air, 
which renders it epidemical. In this, almost all the writers upon 
this subject agree. Dr. Leake says, “ It will always be found 
most fatal, when most epidemical, that is, during the distempera- 
ture of the air; and least of all so, when it happens in healthy 
seasons, from accidental causes.” — Obser. on Child-bed Fevers, 
p. 101. Mr. Hey and others declare the same thing. 

In this country, this disease very rarely presents itself as an 
epidemic; the only record of this kind that offers itself to my 
recollection at this moment, is that of Dr. Jackson. He says, it 
prevailed “ both in Northumberland and Sunbury, in this state, 
(Pennsylvania,) in the fall of 1817, and in the spring of 1818. 
And though treated evidently with both vigour and ability, about 
one half died.” — Eclectic Repertory, vol. viii. p. 202. 

So far as we know, this disease has never appeared as an epi- 
demic in this city; though sporadic cases have been more fre- 
quent at one time than at another. It has always, however, been 
a disease of great danger, and is sure to excite great alarm when- 
ever it may occur. It does not appear to attack the poor, more 
frequently than the females in the higher ranks of life; for when 
it occurs, one class seems as liable to it as another; if we can 
call any thing happening so rarely as this disease does with us, a 
liability. 

Yet, notwithstanding the infrequency of this disease in this 
place, it does not seem to invalidate the observation of Dr. Den- 
man, that “ it destroys the greater part of the women who die 


* In the year 1746, ibis disease raged in Paris to a terrible extent, especially 
in the Hotel Dieo. Ii attacked only tho poor women; yet it was neither so vio. 
lent nor so common when they were delivered at their own houses, as when plaoed 
in the hospital.' In this place it was remarked, that of twenty women who were 
attacked, scarcely one escaped. 

The character of the .disease, according to the writers of that day, resembled in 
every particular the puerperal fever of Great Britain, and of thie country.— '•Quoted 
by Clairke, in Eeseys, p. 104. 
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in child-bed for when deaths occur in the puerperal atate, this 
disease has its full share of them. But deaths in child-bed are 
comparatively of rare occurrence In this country, when coo- 
trasted with their frequency in Europe. This is partly owing to 
our not having a class of people, that exactly corresponds with 
the class called “ the poor” io Europe; and among whom this 
disease commits dreadful ravages, and especially at the time it 
becomes epidemic. 

In Great Britain, it occurs perhaps more frequently as an epi- 
demic than on the Continent; the cause of this we cannot pre- 
tend to explain; but such appears to be the fact. Mr. Hey and 
others describe this disease .as an epidemic of frequent occurrence ; 
and one that visits one district after another, without any appa- 
rent cause. Thus, he tells us, that “ for some years past the 
puerperal fever has prevailed epidemically in different parts of 
Yorkshire.” Again, that “ it appeared first at Barnsley, twenty 
miles south of Leeds, where it was prevalent and fatal. It began 
there early jn the year 1808, nearly two years before it became 
general in Leeds,” p. 15. 

Again, “ About two years before the fever which I am about 
to describe, made its appearance, a puerperal fever was epidemic 
in this town, (Leeds,) which was similar in its nature to that now 
under consideration; but it was more partial in its extent, afflict- 
ing only one district of the town, and being confined chiefly to 
the poor,” p. 15. He farther states, that there was a perpetua- 
tion of this disease “ from November, 1809, to about Christmas, 

1812,” p. 16. ' 

These facts incontestably prove the frequency and the extent 
of the disease, (in England , at least,) when compared with this 
country; and the account given by Mr. Hey, is but one of many 
of the histories of this epidemic, which has occurred in Great 
Britain; See Dr. Gordon,* Dr. Joseph Clarke, f Dr. John Clarke, 
&c.J 

We are, however, not to be understood to mean, that fevers 
do not occur in child-bed in this country; we only declare, that 
this particular fever is one that we very rarely see. % The milk 
fever, the ephemeral fever, called the “ weed,” are frequently 
met with ; for here, as well as elsewhere, improprieties during 


• See Dr. Gordon’s account of the puerperal fever, when it appeared as an epi- 
demic in Aberdeen, in Scotland. * 

t See Dr. Joseph Clarke’s account, as it appeared in Dublin in 1760. Dan- 
can’e Medical Comment, for 1790. It again appeared in Dublin in 1767. 

t See Dr. John Clarke’s account of the low fever of child-bed, in 1787, and 
1788. Mr. While’s account of it at Manchester in 1761. Treatise on manage- 
ment of 1/ing-in women, p. 165. Dr. Leake’s account for 1770, as it appeared in 
the Westminster Hospital. Prac. Obs. p. 241. Mr. W bite’s account as it sppeared 
in Edinburgh in 1773. Tenon’s account as it appeared in Paris from 1774 to 
1781. 


Digitized by t^ooQie 



848 


PUERPERAL FEVER. 


the first few days of confinement will be committed, and tfftS pa- 
tient be subjected, in consequence, to the fevers just mentioned.* 
Besides, we have every now and then, inflammation of the womb, 
which sometimes passes for puerperal fever. 

In the account we shall give of this disease, we shall confine 
ourselves to that inflammation of the peritoneum that succeeds 
delivery. For we are of opinion, that this wilt embrace “ the 
low malignant fever of lying-in women,” as detailed by Dn 
Clarke, as welb as the disease described by Hulme, Kirkland, 
Leake, Denman, Gordon, Armstrong, Hey, &c. It is true, that, 
several of these include in their accounts, what they term an in- 
flammation of the uterus; as Hey and Denman ; yet the simple 
inflammation of the uterus is a very different disease from puer- 

G ral fever: so much so, in our opinion, that they should never 
tsonfounded; and, for this reason, we have given them a sepa- 
rate 'consideration. 


b. Of the Predisposing Causes . 

Much, diversity of opinion exists as to the remote or predis- 
posing causes of puerperal fever; especially when it may appear 
as an epidemic. Cold, moisture, labour itself, &c., have been 
assigned; but it seems that nothing satisfactory haslet been ascer- 
tained upon these points. For M. Tonnelldf has pretty satisfac- 
torily ascertained, that neither cold nor moisture can be looked 
upon as causes. For, when this disease raged in “la Maler- 
nitfe,” the hospital to which he was attached, as the pupil of the 
late M. Desormeaux, neither *of these powers could have ope- 
rated as regards cold, it was observed, that though the disease 
was very common in January, which was very cold and dry, 
yet in December it was very rare, though this month was similar 
as regards temperature and dryness: and the agency of moisture 
appeared to be equally uncertain; for, in the summer, which was 
both cold and wet, cases were numerous, yet they were rare at 
other times, when the weather was similar: while, on the other 
hand, they were very common during* the spring, when the 
draught was very unusual in degree and in duration. In a word, 
the disease prevailed in its greatest extent during cold dry 
weather; in temperate weather, as well as during moist tem- 
perate weather — while at other periods of the year, when similar 
weather prevailed, the disease was neither more frequent nor 

* We consider the milk fever certainly, and the 44 weed ” most probably, of ar- 
tificial origin; for we believo we arc correct in saying, where the nursing has been 
properly conducted, they never appear ; or if they do, it is very rarely. 

t Dee Fiftvres Paerp6r&les Observes k la Maternity de Paris. 
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more severe. Neither couU the frequency or severity of the 418- 
ease be traced to a vitiation of the atmosphere of the hospital. 
Indeed, the disease prevailed in the most whimsical manner, — 
now existing extensively and severely, aad then disappearing, 
and as suddenly reappearing. M. T. is decidedly opposed to the 
doctrine of its being contagious. 

And, with respect to the influence or agency of labour itself, in 
producing this disease, it would appear from the testimony of all 
the writers on puerperal fever, and in this M. Tonnelld agrees, 
that a difficult delivery has no greater agency in the production 
of this fever, than the most easy or the most natural. All that 
appears to be necessary to its appearance, is the emptying of the 
uterus; and even this is not always essential to its production, as 
instances have been recorded, where this fever manifested itself 
before delivery,* Besides the male is unquestionably liable to 
peritoneal inflammation as well as the female; and when it occurs 
in them, the same general phenomena present themselves. Thus, 
Dr. Armstrong, p. 2, assures us, “ it does not seem to depend upon 
the difficulty of labour, for in most of the women in whom it 
occurred, parturition was remarkably easy, and the placenta was 
cast off after a proper interval, and without more than usual pain. 
Nor was the lochial discharge, before the attack, in any way ap- 
parently affected.” * 

Mr. Hey says, p. 21, “It is somewhat remarkable, that I have 
scarcely known an instance in my own practice, of this disease 
coming on after a preternatural labour. I do not mean to imply 
that such cases were more exempt from it than others, but so it 
happened ; and the fact shows that it was independent of any thing 
untoward in the labour. It has, on the contrary, mQSt frequently 
occurred, within the compass of my experience, after the most 
easy and natural labours.” ^ , 

But Dr. Clarke seems inclined to a contrary opinion, though 
not exactly satisfied with his own sentiments. He observes, 
“For some reason or other, there seems to be a great aptitude in 
the peritoneum to be inflamed in women after delivery, so that 
causes applied to the body, which generally have a tendency to 
excite^ inflammation of internal parts, seem to be peculiarly di- 

* A case of this kind occurred lately. A lady was delivered at 6 o’clock P n 
Mm of -a six months* child ; she became extremely ill by the next morning, all the 
sad signs of puerperal fever declaring themselves-c she died at 3 o’clock, P. M n of 
the same day— that is, twenty- three hours after delivery. It was the opinion of 
£r. James, who saw the patient in consultation with Dr. Moore, that the fever had 
emfthiencCd before he saw ber — the pulse at his first visit, being ext remeiy frequent. 
Hecjilabour was sufficiently easy for a premature delivery; but the patient sank 
rapidly until the moment of death. When I saw her, (9 o’clock, A. M., fifteen 
hours after the birth of tbechild,) she was nearly without pulse, though she retained 
her senses; the abdomen was much swollen, and extremely distended— she died 
fix hoard sifter. I am of*opinion that this was an instance of inflammation of the 
peritoneum preceding delivery. 

30 
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rected in their operation, to this part, during the time of child-bed. 
Hence this disease, (the inflammation of the peritoneum,) is very 
frequent, and has been also called puerperal fever.” 

' "It has been conceived, that this predisposition might depend 
upon some change in the state of these parts, or of the cavity of 
the abdomen succeeding to the act of labour, or the contraction 
of the uterus. Yet it seems not to be conformable to the wisdom 
of nature, to construct parts so that the circumstances to which 
they must necessarily be exposed in a state of health, should either 
prove a predisponent, or an immediate cause of disease. More- 
over, the alteration of the state of the cavity of the abdomen, is so 
frequent an occurrence, and this complaint is comparatively so 
uncommon, that it is hardly credible that so many should escape, 
and so few be liable to its influence. 

"In some cases, the pressure made by the child's head*, in 
entering the pelvis, against the peritoneum, either covering the 
cervix uteri,* or the bladder, may predispose to, if it does not 
actually produce the disease; and 1 believe it is often an occa- 
sional cause. It may be said, that this also would more frequently 
produce the disease, than we find in fact that it does. But, on 
the other hand, it should be remembered, that it is only in cdses 
where the head is comparatively large, that so great a degree of 

P ressure can happen, as to occasion the disease. Where the 
ead is small, in proportion to the upper aperture of the pelvis, 
or is of the usual size, any violent degree of pressure can hardly 
take place, which is the reason why the disease does not occur 
after every labour.” Essays, p. 81. 

Now, the hypothesis of Dr. Clarke is contradicted by almost 
every other writer; for they declare, that the severity of the act 
of parturition has no agency in producing the disease; and Dr. 
Denman informs us, that “ Women are certainly not attacked so 
often with this fever after difficult labours.” Again, were this 
a cause, it should be an ever-acting one; yet, in this country, the 
disease is scarcely known, though the females of it have their 
share of children, whose heads are of full size, and which exert 
as strong a pressure upon the upper aperture of the pelvis, and, 
consequently -com press the peritoneum as certainly and as power- 
fully, as in England, or other portions of Europe. 

We might readily multiply authorities to prove this curious 
fact; and from its importance it should challenge the attention 
of the physician to an investigation of the cause of it; for we are 
not altogether satisfied with the explanation that Dr. Denman 
gives of this singular exemption ; namely, “ Because of the par- 
ticular care with which they are then managed.” Were this the 

* Dr. Clarke has committed a little mistake in his anatomy: the cervix uteri ie 
not covered by the peritoneum ; it is only the body and fundus, that derive a coat 
from this membrane. 
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cause alone, it would be easy to arrest the progress, or at least 
to mitigate the violence of this malady, by bestowing the same 
attentions; especially upon those who have easy labours, while 
the disease was ravaging as an epidemic. Indeed, it would seem, 
that the public had* some right to expect a practical illustration 
of the suggestion from the author of it ; and we truly regret, that 
he had not turned his attention to it. 


c. Of Prophylactics . 

It is true, there appears from the practice of some, a founda- 
tion for the opinion just named above; so far at least, as certain 
medical treatment comprises that peculiar care bestowed upon 
women who have had laborious labours, alluded to by Dr. Den- 
man; for Dr. Gordon informs us, that when the puerperal fever 
raged as an epidemic at Aberdeen, a bolus composed of calomel 
and jalap, given in the morning, the day after delivery, either 
prevented the disease entirely, or answered the good- purpose of 
anticipating the cure before the attack. — Treatise on Puerperal 
Fever, p. 100. 

This must certainly have been a most consoling fact to the 
physician, and a most important discovery to the afflicted, or 
those liable to be afflicted ; sinceTa sure prophylactic was at hand, 
or a remedy in waiting, which was capable of disarming this 
terrible malady of its dangers. The only matter of surprise is, 
that after this discovery we should have heard any more of the 
dangers, or even of the occurrence of puerperal fever; for if the 
value of the remedy had been really as great, as the eulogium 
passed upon it declared it to be, we ought not. 

Mr. Hey has furnished us with his experience of the use of 
this remedy ; he says, “ In every case of accouchment 9 it was my 
practice to give a purgative on the day succeeding the delivery ; 
which, if it did not prevent the\disea*e> afforded some advantage 
in its cure,” p. 154. Now, as Mr. Hey has not given us the 

3 or lions of success of this plan, we can only conjecture, that 
er its prophylactic, nor its sanative powers, could have been 
very great; since he constantly was acquiring patients, some of 
which he lost.* Nor does it appear from the history of his 
cases, that those who got well were indebted to the anticipating 
purgative alone, as hlood-letting and farther purging were con- 
stantly had recourse to. 

From all we can learn from the testimony gf Dr. Gordon him- 


* Indeed, Mr. Hoy informs us, immediately after, p. 155, that “some of the 
worst cases in his practice, occurred after an excessive operation of the purga- 
tive.” 
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self, and from Mr. Hey, who followed his practice, it do£s not 
appear that the plan under consideration deserves the sweeping 
enconium bestowed upon it by its inventor ; that it was highly 
proper and very useful, we have every disposition to believe ; 
but that it ever •prevented the disease , we very much doubt.* 
Indeed it would be extremely difficult to ascertain when it did 
prevent the onset of this disease; for the fact amounts but to this 
negative; that some of the women who took it, escaped the dis- 
ease; but this is no proof that the calomel and jata(v prevented 
it? for it is not fair to presume, that every newly delivered wo- 
man would have had puerperal fever. 

Besides, were this power of preventing the onset, or of abating 
the force granted to the calomel and jalap, it still leaves the fact 
unexplained, of lyomen, who must have had laborious labours, 
being less liable to this disease; since, agreeably to the practice 
of both Dr. Gordon and Mr. Hey, every newly delivered woman 
was treated alike, as regards the exhibition of the purgative : 
yet, those who had easy labours were more certainly liable to 
puerperal fever than those who had difficult times. 

From all this, it would appear that the subject is still open for 
inquiry ; and we would earnestly recommend it to those whose 
practice will furnish them with opportunities to inquire into the 
fact, and endeavour to discover the cause why a tedious and pro- 
tracted labour should be any way instrumental in diminishing 
the liability to puerperal fever. For we may well ask how it is, 
that long suffering, and very certainly, lesion of some kind, and 
to various extents, should diminish the predisposition of this dis- 
ease, or abate the force of the exciting causes ! 

Will a slight inflammation of the proper substance of the ute- 
rus, and of the vagina, which follow almost necessarily as a corv- 
sequence of a long-protracted or preternatural labour, interrupt 
the tendency to peritoneal inflammation? Is this rendered pro- 
bable by other facts relative to this disease which are certainly 
no less singular, namely, that «« not one instance has been ob* 
served, of any woman, who had an abscess in the breast, being 
attacked with this fever ; nor of any who, in consequence of their 
labour, had each an affection of the bladder as to occasion a sup- 
pression of urine ?** Denman, Introd. Francis’s Ed. p. 574. 

r r f - 

v Mr. Hunter long since taught 00, that we may cure a disease, Imt that 4 r* 
cannot destroy a predisposition. Even the anticipating purging cannot alwaya 
be proper, if carried to any considerable extent. We sen this illustrated in the, 
practice of Mr. Hey, just alluded, to; for the powerful operation of a cathartic may 
be and doubtless is sometimes, the exciting cause of the disease. r ' ■ • • 

t We do not mean that these facts should be taken for rooee than, they ara 
worth; for we are aware that different explanations may be given of them; for, 
of the first, it may be said, that the woman who lives free from the disease long 
enough to have milk secreted, and an abscess to form, most probably had no pre- 
disposition to the disease, and would haye escaped the fever, without the abscess* 
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But notwithstanding the powers of a mercurial purgative have 
been in our opinion rather overrated, it is every way certain that 
it has been highly useful ; we should, therefore, from both facts 
and analogy, recommend the adoption of the plan first suggested 
by Dr. Gordon, of purging briskly at the end of the first eighteen 
or twenty hours, or earlier, after delivery, whenever there was 
a tendency in puerperal fever to become epidemic, or where spo- 
radic cases were more than ordinarily frequent. 

d. Of the Seat of the Disease , and its proximate Cause . 

Post mortem examinations have satisfactorily shown puerperal 
fever to consist in peritoneal inflammation. This inflammation 
does not confine itself to anyone portion of this membrane. The 
mesentery, omentum, the liver, the mesocolon ; in a word, every 
portion of the abdominal contents, may be the seat of this inflam- 
mation ; nay, even the pleura and lungs have been found in- 
flamed ; and we have shown by the tables of M. Tonnelld that 
the whole of the uterine system may be involved, even to the 
very vessels of these parts themselves, as the veins, lymphatics, 
&c. . 

Before death, it is not uncommon for this inflammation to ter- 
minate in effusion ; hence the immense quantity which is some- 
times foupd within the abdomen ; and perhaps an evidence of 
some peculiarity of the lining of this cavity, since no other serous 
membrane pours out an equal quantity in the same time ; nor does 
equal danger attend the inflammation of them. 

Mr. Cruikshank informs us that he has “ taken away often 
forty or sixty pints of water, which had accumulated in the ca- 
vity of the abdomen, in the few days the peritoneal inflamma- 
tion had lasted, during the usual species of child-bed fever.” 
On the absorbents, p. 110. 

* Dr. Clarke says, “ The first thing which, in the greater num- 
ber of instances, (of dissection,) presents itself, is a collection of 
fluid in the general cavity of the abdomen, sometimes very large 
in quantity, inasmuch as I have often absorbed, by means of a 
sponge, several pints of it.” Essays, p. 135. 

When effusion is extensive, the existence of a previous inflam- 
mation is less evident : this has led some to conclude, that this 
effusion was not the effect of active inflammation ; but rather the 
result of a certain disposition of the vessels of the parts affected, 
essentially different from an inflammatory action. 

and, that the abscess was only an evidence of this want of disposition, and not 
of its being prophylactic. Of the other, it may be said, that the freedom from 
this fever should be referred to the tedious and painfbl labour of which the son* 
preesion of urine was a consequence ; and, therefore, that this symptom should 
not be considered as having any agency in procuring the exemption. 

30* 
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It is easy to refine too much* and nowise difficult for a siurdy 
polemic, to deny the force of the most obvious facts. What but 
the resolution of inflammation yields such a quantity of fluid as 
is found after puerperal fever ? what but inflammation giving out 
coagulable lymph will account for the interstices of the intestines 
being filled up; their surfaces covered; and their various convo- 
lutions connected in masses ? wlfat but an inflammation, and that 
of the most active kind, will give rise to such an acceleration of 
pulse; such immoderate heat; such intense pain; such exouisite 
soreness, as almost constantly combine in the puerperal fever? 
In a word, we must repeat, what other condition Qf the blood 
vessels, than inflammation, induces them to give out so suddenly 
and so excessively, their fluids? Besides inflammation of the.pe- 
ritoneom from other causes, is known to terminate in large emi- 
sions within the abdominal cavity; rupture of the uterus, if the 
woman should not die too soon, is always, we believe, accompa- 
nied by a large effusion. 

Now, it is a fact, very well ascertained, indeed we had almost 
said, not disputed, that when the vessels of an inflamed surface 
proceed to effusion, there is an immediate reduction of that in- 
flammation; nay, sometimes, a complete removal of it; so much 
so is this occasionally the case, that disappointment has followed 
the search for it* where there previously existed every evidence* 
but ocular demonstration^ 

Had Dr. Clarke been sufficiently acquainted with this fact, or 
permitted it to have had its full weight, we would scarcely have 
consented to ha ve agitated the following questions: 

L “ Does the fever in a puerperal woman, dispose the perito- 
neum to effuse the fluid, which, being of a coagulable nature, forms 
a coat on different surfaces ? 

II. “ Does an inflammation of a small part dispose the whole 
of the peritoneum to throw out the coagulating fluid? 

III. “Does the inflammation precede or follow the effusion t 
If the latter, is the inflammation excited by a stimulating quality 
of the matter itself? or lastly, are the fever, the inflammation, and 
the effusion of fluid, entirely independent of each other, as to cause 
and effect, and are they only parts of one whole, which is a dis- 
ease sui generis?” p. 157. 

If the first question mean, as we presume it does, that the 
fever in question may so act upon the peritoneum as to force it 
to effusion without any intermediate condition, as inflamma- 
tion, we would answer it in the negative, and for the following 
reasons: — 

1st. Because we know of no instance of an effused fluid re- 
sembling the one found in the cavity of the abdomen, without the 
intervention of some altered condition of the parts concerned f 
nor of any other fluid, to the same extent in the same space of 
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time. In cases of large collections of water in cavities, as in as- 
cites, &c., it is always very gradual; and seems to be rather 
owing to the defect of absorption, than to an increase of deposi- 
tion; though in some instances there is strong reason to believe 
it to be the result of a previous inflammatory action. 

2dly. Because, we know, when serous effusions take place in 
other portions of the body, that they are always preceded by in- 
flammation ^ as in bydrothorax, hydrocele, hydrocephalus, &c. ; 
and when they take place upon the surfaee of the body, as from 
blisters, burns, or scalds, we know that inflammation existed be- 
fore the efiiisioin nor do we ever see it but as the result of highly 
excited vessels* 

3cHy. Because, in all instances of the resolution of inflamma- 
tion, by eflusion, a serous fluid is thrown out; and* when thrown 
out, the inflamed surface which yielded it, is always relieved from 
the excitement ; either in part, or altogether. 

II. The second question we would answer also in the negative; 
and for reasons that might be in part collected from the answers 
to the first; for, 1st, if the inflammation of a portion of the perito- 
neum could excite portions to effusion which are not inflamed, it 
would of course be admitting, that effusion can take place with- 
out inflammation, or that a sound part can perform the functions 
of a diseased one ; a position we must entirely deny. 2dly. Were 
this admitted, it would be supposing that an inflamed surface, and 
one which is not inflamed, would yield the same fluid, which is 
contrary to all experience. 

III. To the third query and consequences, we would say, that 
inflammation always precedes effusion ; and that the fever is but 
the result of the local inflammation. 

1. Because a sense of soreness and tenderness, is always ex- 
perienced in some one portion of the abdominal cavity, before the 
fever is well formed; and in the accounts we hav6 of this fever, 
as it appeared in the Hotel Dieu, we are told that “ after the es- 
cape of* the waters, the uterus became dry, rigid, painful, and 
sweliel, and that the lochia did not flow as usual.” 

2. Because the excitement of the arterial system, keeps pace 
with the inflammation of the peritoneum. 

3. Because fevers from other causes have no tendency to pro- 
. duce peritoneal inflammation ; as milk fever, the weed, or even 

erysipelas; consequently, that there must be a disposition in the 
peritoneum to take on inflammation after delivery** 

* We may include, with much propriety, under the head of delivery, those in- 
stances of abortion, which have been followed by puerperal fever. Dr. Hull says, 
•* It sometimes attacks women who have suffered an abortion, or who have been 
prematurely delivered, as well as those who have gone their full time of utero«g*e- 
t&tion.” Treatise on Phlegm. Dolens, p. 228. r 

Mr. Hey also informs us, that ho met with, two oases of gnergevpl fev^r ftnhr 
abortion, p. 27. See note to page 340- 
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4. Because, whatever excites inflartimation in the peritoneum, 
by local irritation, as tapping, sometimes; rupture of the uterus; 
inflammation of the proper substance of the uterus, when it in- 
volves this membrane, &c., but not until then ; extraneous sub- 
stances passing from the stomach and bowels into the cavity of 
the abdomen; punctures or wounds in this cavity, give the same 
phenomena ; proving beyond doubt that when this membrane is 
indisputably the seat of inflammation, the system at large 
pathizes in the same manner as in puerperal fever. 

From these facts, and others developed by dissection, we have 
no hesitation to declare, that puerperal fever is an inflammation 
of the peritoneum. 

This inflammation always terminates in effusion or suppuration 
before death ; and never, or but very rarely, in gangrene, so far 
as dissections have yet discovered.* Dr. Clarke says, p. 135, that 
“ the inside of the uterus, or of the intestines, has not been found 
inflamed in any of those whom I have had an opportunity of ex- 
amining after death ; much less have I found any signs of gan- 
grene or mortification These are curious facts as regards this 
disease; and they are particularly valuable as coming from so 
veracious and candid a man as Dr. Clarke; and completely esta- 
blishes Bichat*s doctrine of the tissues; the disease which killed 
the patients he examined was 4t the low fever of child-bed,” and 
had, agreeably to him, a strong tendency to u putridity,” as his 
practice declares, and as on one occasion he avows, p. 115. 

For he expressly says, that “ all the medicines which have 
been employed with a view to the diminution of an inflammation, 
have, in the course of my experience, failed in curing the dis- 
ease. It became, therefore, next an object, to try whether such 
as have a tendency to support the strength and diminish the irri- 
tability, would be attended by better success. 

* Dr. Fordyce intimates,, from the character of the symptoms, and the analogy 
of the circumstances, that we might suspect gangrene sometimes ; bat there is no 
mention that this has ever taken place. He says, that “ the suppuration is very 
different in its effects, from the suppuration which takes place in other inflaroma- 
tions : for the pain goes off suddenly, and even the soreness sometimes, but the 
tumefaction continues; the pulse becomes more frequent; the strength is more 
depressed, and the patient is cut off in from six to twenty.four hours afterwards ; 
so that from the symptoms it might he supposed, that g&ngrone had taken place hi 
these cases.* 1 Hull, p. 234. 

And Dr. Leake says, in Case VIII. p. 197, u On opening the body, the inferior 
lateral portion of the omentum was found much inflamed; but the greater portion 
was destroyed by suppuration. Case IX. The greater part of the omentum was 
suppurated; the remaining portion much inflamed, Ac. Case XIII. Great part 
of the omentum was destroyed, and converted into matter ; what remained had be- 
come gangrenous this is tbe only mention made of gangrene by Dr. Leake, and 
the part being in this condition, must have been the result of previous inflamma- 
tion, but which had not relieved itself by effusion, and thus died. For he makes 
no mention of a fluid in the abdomen, but declares, that that portion of the omen- 
tum which is inserted round the groat curvature of the stomaoh was considerably 
inflamed. « 
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As soon, then, as any very considerably increased frequency 
of the pulse is discovered, I believe that it is right to begin im* 
mediately with exhibiting the Peruvian bark very freely, and in 
as large quantities as the stomach will bear/’ &c. p. 162. Now, 
the mode of treatment here pointed out, declares the tendency to 
the typhoid, (or putrid) state, if you please, yet there was neither 
mortification nor gangrene discoverable in any portion of the 
cavity of the abdomen. Yet, the phlegmonous, the erythematous, 
and erysipelatous inflammations, when violent, will each termi- 
nate sometimes in gangrene or sphacelus. 

Dr. Clarke has endeavoured to prove, that the inflammation of 
the peritoneum of a puerperal woman, and the low fever of 
child-bed,” are essentially different diseases. But he has not 
been successful in this attempt, as may readily be proved, bv 
comparing the symptoms he details as belonging to each, as well 
as the post mortem appearances, making allowances for seasons, 
locations, epidemic constitution of the air, and, consequently, the 
type which these will impose upon certain parts of the character 
of the disease.* 

In both of the diseases which he describes, (Essays, sect. III. p. 
81, and Sect* VI. p. 102,) the peritonitic inflammation, and the 
puerperal fever, attack at the same period after delivery : they 
are both preceded, sometimes by rigour, and sometimes not.* 
Both have a soreness, tenderness, and distention of the abdomen ; 
in both, the pulse is accelerated in a remarkable degree, very 
soon after the tenderness of the abdomen is experienced. In 
both, the secretion of the milk is interrupted, if it has not been se- 
creted ; or if began to be formed, it is immediately suspended. 
In both dpes the woman discover indifference to her offspring ; in 
both, is the state of stomach, the appearance of the tongue, the 
condition of the brain, the feel of the skin, &c., the same; or, 

• Dr. Clarke says, 11 It it very well known, that during the strong exertions of 
labour, every woman suffers a kind of temporary fever; or, Tn other 'words, the 
action of the heart and arteries is very considerably accelerated. Now, if this 
should happen to a woman under the injloence of the causes adverted to above, 
(namely, the epidemic constitution of the air, &c.,) and if, under these circum- 
stances, any occasional cause of fever should occur, such as exposure to cold, or 
infection, the disease thence arising will be mod susceptible qf that type , to which 
the system has the greatest nptitude,** p. 152. And, to show his entire belief in 
the power of the arr, he says, the epidemic disposition of the seftson most likewise 
always be taken into the account; otherwise, under these circumstances, (of pre- 
disposition,)** the same disease would always arise, if the same occasional causes 
were applied, which is not the case/ 4 p. 151. He farther adds, p. 151, “ Now the 
nature of the epidemio constitution, which had prevailed at the time when this 
disease was prevalent at Paris in 1746, and in London in 1787 and 1788, was v 
disposition to diseases of debility; with soch a predisposition, if any diseased state, 
especially fever, should appear m a parturient woman, it would almost certainly 
wit on that character which the preceding history of this disease felly jostifies.’ 9 
Now it is evident, that i%such cases tho nature of the disease is not changed, it 
* only the character cf (he type that is affected. 
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at least, Xh6y are without a marked difference in any respect. 
In both, does the pulse increase in rapidity, as the soreness and 
distention of the abdomen increase; and both have the same at- 
tending symptoms, and the same period for their fatal terminal 
tions. Both have the same kind of effusions. 

The differences observed in post mortem examinations are, in- 
deed, very trifling ; in the inflammation of the peritoneum, u the 
appearances, upon examining the bodies of women who have 
died of the disease, have been those of inflammation of this mem- 
brane, covering the different viscera. Upon the whole, that of 
the neck of the uterus and bladder, wiH be found more generally 
inflamed than of other parts; nevertheless, there' is no part on 
which inflammation is not sometimes found. The surface of the 
stomach, liver, spleen, omentum, great and small intestines, ute- 
rus, the internal peritoneal lining of the muscles of the abdomen, 
will, in their turns, or altogether, be found to partake of the dis- 
ease : and, as far as my experience leads me to judge, no part 
more than another.”* 

“ A very forge quantity of fluid is generally collected in the 
cavity of the abdomen, resembling serum mixed with pus; but it 
differs from both of them in this respect, that it is not homoge- 
neous in its texture, but intermixed with portions of a solid mat-, 
ter, resembling pieces of the same solid matter as is found on the 
surfaces of the peritoneum, the nature of which will be more par- 
ticularly taken notice of hereafter,” p. 88. 

Of the examinations he made of those who died of “ tbc low 
fever of child-bed, ” he says, “ The first thing which presents it- 
self, is a collection of fluid in the general cavity of the abdomen , 
sometimes very Jarge in quantity ; insomuch, that I have often 
absorbed with a sponge several quarts of it. It is of the same 
nature with that which I have desanbed in a former ^section, 
(namely, the above,) as far as can be ascertained by its sensible 
qualities. There is something very remarkable in the smell of 
this fluid, which is peculiar to itself, and distinguishes it from any 
other fluid which I have ever met within the human bqdy, either 
in health or in disease.^ Where it is in large quantity, all the sur- 

Walter fa said to have dissected mere than five hand red (ej women who had 
dfed in chikUbcd. He constantly found in those who died of puerperal fever, the 
peritoneum, throughout its extent, smeared with a pus-Uke substance; but never 
&und the mucous or muscular structure Implicated. — Med. Cbirur. Journ. vol. iv. 
p.420. , 

t Is not this 'circumstance absolutely conclusive of the identity .of the two dis- 
eases? does not this peculiar smell of the extravasated fluids prove the sameness 
of the inflammation which yields them ? and do not the various seats of the inflam- 
mation establish their kindred nature ? For Dr. Clarke informs us it was not 
Oonflned, in either case, to any ons. particular part. 

(a) We have, at a venture changed, the number to 900 from 5000, believing there must have 
beeu an error in the text from which we quoted. 
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fttces bf tbe viscera, and of the peritoneum generally, will be found 
covered with a crust formed of a' solid part of this matter, re- 
sembling coagulating lymph. Its particles cohere but slightly, 
so that, by a little agitation, it will mix with the fluid matter* 
The parts lying under this coat or crust, are not always inflamed •* 

If there be any interstices between the intestines, or the other 
viscera of the cavity of the abdomen, they are frequently filled 
with large masses of the same, making an accurate cast of such 
interstices. 

“ The quantity of fluid extra vasated, and of the solid part float- 
ing in it, or incr listed, is prodigious somelimes y when the disease 
has been of short duration , not exceeding two or three days* 
They seem also, as far as I am able to judge, to bear no prepare 
than to Ihcdegree of inflammation , or the extent of inflamed 
surface; since we often find a large 'quantity of both, where the 
redness of any surface has been very inconsiderable 9 and by no 
means general . In most instances, there has been some slight 
degree of inflammation in some part of the cavity joI the abdo* 
men ; but it has not been confined invariably to any particular 
part.” 

“ Sometimes the peritoneal surface of the intestines, sometimes 
of the liver, and sometimes the investing membrane lining the 
muscles, have been found partially inflamed; but 1 have scarcely 
ever seen any extensive degree of inflammation in any case, and 
in some I could hardly say that there was any ,”f p. 135. 

Now, the only difference we can discover from the histories of 
the dissection of the two diseases, is, that the neck of the uterus 
and bladder afe generally more inflamed than other portions of 
the peritoneal surface; in every other respect, they are so faith- 
fully alike, as not to raise a suspicion of a difference. It is true, 
that Dr. Clarke, and, perhaps, others who may have embraced 
his opinions, might insist that there are other very remarkable 
differences; but we cannot view them in this light; since the ap- 
parent discrepancies can easily be accounted for, without the ne- 
cessity of supposing them unrelated to each other. We have 
marked by italics the points of resemblance. 

We will first notice, however, the coincidences of appearances; 

• Df. Clarke’s observation only amounts to this, that after effusion htstaken 
place, redness is not always found : but this happens from a cause familiar to every 
practitioner; namely, that when inflamed vessels effuse serum, they become re- 
Sieved, and the redness disappears. 

t 44 We have, indeed, been told, that in tbe dissections of some who are s*id to 
have died of this disease, (puerperal fever,) no appearances of inflammation have 
been discovered; but I should suspect, that in such cases, some important appear* 
anoes had been overlooked, or that error had been committed as to the nature of 
tbe disease, and probably in its treatment” — Denman, Introd. to Mid. Francis’s 
ed. p. 583. 

u Whatever be the cause of puerperal fever, the cause of death la the same in all 
its varieties; namely, abdominal inflammation.”— Gordon, p. 117. 
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and Ifaen attempt to account for the seeming dtflerences. 1st* In 
both cases, the extravasated fluid, agreeably to Dr, Clarke’s own 
statement, are the same; as he says, “ it is of the same nature” 
in both instances* Now, let us ask, is it probable that dissimilar 
diseases of the peritoneal surface shall produce fluids alike in 
every respect, as far as can be determined by their sensible or 
chemical qualities? and especially, as Dr. Clarke observes, that 
“ there is something very remarkable in the smell of this fluid, 
which distinguishes it from every other fluid*” Does not this 
fact satisfactorily prove, if that inflammation of the peritoneum 
called puerperal fever yields a fluid of particular qualities or pro* 
parties within the abdominal cavity; and if a fluid of precisely 
the same kind is found in the abdomens of those who die of “ the 
low fever of child-bed,” that the same action must have yielded 
both, and that they must be one and the same disease? We 
think the force of this conclusion is irresistible. 

2. In the inflammation of the peritoneum, Dr. Clarke says, the 
surfaces of all the viscera in their turn, or altogether, may be in*, 
flamed ; he says, that precisely the same thing happens, but not to 
the same extent, in “the low child-bed fever:” it is then the de- 
gree of inflammation, agreeable to this, and not the absence of 
it, in the latter instance, that constitutes the difference of the two* 
cases, for we think we have rendered it more than probable from 
the nature of the fluids found in the abdominal cavity, that in 
both instances, they are the result of a Similar inflammation. 
Having cursorily remarked upon the coincidences of the fevers, 
we shall attempt to account for their seemipg discrepancies. 

I. Dr. Clarke tells us, that in the low fever of child-bed, n. coat, 
most probably of coagulating lymph, covers the whole, or a part 
of the abdominal contents; but the parts under this coat, or crust, 
are not always inflamed : whereas, in the fever from peritoneal 
inflammation,. this condition is obvious, especially about the neck 
of the uterus and bladder; and no crust is noticed* . 

This, at first sight, might lead some to suppose, that a very 
material difference existed between the two diseases ; and espe- 
cially if they be not aware, that a number of causes may make a 
difference in the intensity of any given disease; but especially in 
one so liable to become epidemic, as puerperal fever. For the 
sporadic cases, of all such diseases as may become epidemic, are 
milder; and, consequently, more manageable/than when they be- 
come epidemic.* If this be so, it can only happen from the spo* 
radic cases acquiring the intensity which the epidemic constitu- 

* This fact lias ever been notorious in our yellow fevers. The histories of this 
disease, as it appeared in its several visitations in Philadelphia, show, that the an- 
ticipating cases, if they may be so termed, were corttparatively mild, and that the 
malignancy increased in proportion to the continuance of the disease, or at least 
until the type was modified by Cool weather or frost. , ' - . 
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Cion of the air gives arty particular epidemical disease. Thus* 
Dr. Leake says, that puerperal fever “ will always be found most 
fatal when most epidemical ; that is, during a distemperature of 
the air.” — Treatise on Child-bed Fevers, p. 73. Mr. Hey says, 

« I am persuaded that this circumstance (the influence of the air) 
is deserving of the greatest attention ; and that whoever attempts 
to cure an epidemic puerperal fever, by such means as are com- 
monly sufficient for the sporadic cases, will find himself greatly 
disappointed in the result,” p* 13. 

It is to be remarked, that this difference between a sporadic 
and epidemic disease, is not confined to the puerperal fever ; for 
it is incident to all the diseases, as we have said, which may be- 
come epidemical. This has frequently been experienced in the 
yellow fever, the dysentery, and the remittent and intermittent 
fevers of this country* 

It is therefore probable, nay, we believe, certain, that the spo- 
radic puerperal fever might furnish the description Dr. Clarke 
has given of the peritoneal inflammation, and the epidemical pu- 
erperal fever might afford the appearances recorded of 44 the low 
fever of child-bed,” and yet be one and the same disease; that is, 
both caused by peritoneal inflammation. 

But without resorting to these suggestions, which may be by 
some looked upon as gratuitous, we will mention a fact familiar 
to every body who has paid attention to epidemics, which is, that 
the reigning disease may differ very essentially in type, at the 
different periods of its visitations. Thus, no two yellow fevers, 
as epidemics, were precisely alike in this city. The fever of 
1793, was very different from that of 1798; and that of 1797 
different front both, as regarded the conditions of the system; 
and this, consequently, made it necessary to change our thera- 
peutical views. Yet, in all post mortem examinations, they were 
found to resemble each other in so many important points, as not 
to leave a doubt of the identity of the diseases. 

Besides, an epidemical constitution of the air may exert ah 
influence upon more than one disease at the same time; and this 
fact gives the strongest evidence of a distemperature of the air. 
Thus, Dr. Gordon informs us, that erysipelas, and the puerperal 
fever, “began in Aberdeen at the same time; and afterwards 
kept pace together; they both arrived at their ticmS together, and 
they both ceased at the same time.” Treatise on Puerperal 
Fever, p. 50. 

Dr. Clarke says, “ Inflammatory diseases had been extremely 
infrequent; or, if they occurred at nil, they were principally of 
the erysipelatous kind. Eruptive diseases, particularly those 
which *tre v attended with great depression of strength, had atr 
tacked great numbers of patients. The ulcerous sore throat, 
with or without scarlatina) had been very genera], both in Lon* 
31 
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don, and also in the country at a distance from the e&pitaL 
Most of the fevers had been of the low, nervous, and malignant 
kind, approaching to that type which has been by some called 
putrid,” p. 115, 

“ About the same period also, in some situations in the country, 
especially in low marshy places, the generality of patients under 
inoculation had recovered with great difficulty. Abscesses 
formed in the axillae; large ulcers and sloughs took place, both 
there and at the place of insertion of the matter,”* p. 116, 

Again, ‘'The stimulus of her labour, (the woman whose case 
he is relating,) brought on a degree of fever, which degenerated 
in consequence of the nature of the then prevailing epidemic con- 
stilutioriy into a low type” p. 150. 

Yet, with all this evidence before him. Dr. Clarke insisted on 
the slight difference which he had observed between the sporadic 
puerperal fever, (for such were the cases of peritoneal inflamma- 
tion which he describes,) and “the low fever of child-bed,” which 
was a puerperal fever, or an inflammation of the peritoneum, in 
an epidemic form, to be different diseases; and seriously admo- 
nishes the young practitioner not to mistake the one for the other. 

Every body familiar with the diversifying influence of an epi- 
demical constitution of the air, knows the variety of type it will 
force the same disease to assume, at the different periods of its 
visitations, or even in different situations. Some, who have not 
been attentive to the influence of the cause just mentioned, and 
who neither recognise its existence, nor acknowledge its power, 
have been led into serious, and we had nearly said, absurd errors, 
on the subject of puerperal fever. Thus, Dr. Kirkland supposes 
that the genuine puerperal fever is never epidemic ; at least he 
says, “That the puerperal fever which has been observed in 
hospitals, is owing to some causes peculiar to hospitals;” and 
that when it occurs in such places, “ it should be considered as 
an adventitious disease, happening to women in child-bed.” — 
Treatise, p. 73. 

When we consider the circumstances under which females 
are placed, even in the best regulated hospitals, we are nowise 
surprised that the puerperal fever should be more common, and 
more fatal to them, than to patients in private life. That there 
may be, and most probably are, causes in hospitals, which pretty 
constantly operate in such a manner, as to give a peculiar type 
to a disease similar to that which an epidemic constitution of the 
air might effect, we have no hesitation to believe; since, in such 
situations, the disease is not only more common, but is some- 

* Much more difference will bo perceived between the small pox under ordi- 
nary circumstances, and the form it assumed in the cases just stated by Dr. Clarke, 
than between •* peritoneal inflammation/’ and M the low feter of child-bed,” yet 
Dr. C. did not hesitate to call both “ sm&ll-pox.” 
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times exclusively confined to them. But in granting this, it does 
not do away the possibility of its prevailing as an epidemic else- 
where. 

Indeed, the history of this disease as an epidemic, abundantly 
proves, that the situations remote from hospitals, or even from 
cities, have been visited by this fatal malady.* On this head Mr. 
Hey says, that ** It must be allowed that the puerperal fever has 
occurred as an epidemic, most frequently in hospitals; but if any 
proof were wanting that it may be epidemical, independently of 
any cause peculiar to hospitals, that proof is abundantly supplied 
by the instances of this fever which have occurred at Aberdeen 
and Leeds; where it was not confined to situation, rank, or cir- 
cumstances; affecting alike the rich and the poor, the young and 
the old, the inhabitants of the town and of the country,” p. 12. 

Besides, we ?*re quite at a loss to comprehend the meaning of 
Dr. Kirkland’s appellation, “ the genuine*, puerperal 1 fever,” if a 
distinction be intended by it; for a fever happening to a lying-in 
woman, must be a genuine, puerperal fever, if the peritoneum be 
inflamed; or, if it be not inflamed, it must be some other variety 
of fever; therefore, a puerperal’ fever must be a genuine puer* 
peral fever, or it is no puerperal fever whatever. A spurious 
puerperal fever cannot exist; for, unless the peritoneum be in- 
volved in inflammation, there is no propriety in the title; and if 
it be, it cannot be other than genuine. 

But to return, Dr. Clarke says, that “ the parts under the crust 
or coat,” (of coagulable lymph,) "are not always inflamed;” 
this must be certainly understood to declare, that they generally 
are; and, if they generally are, the appearance of inflammation 
must produce a stronger resemblance to the peritoneal inflamma- 
tion, than he appears to have been willing to admit. Not that 
we consider this circumstance essential to the establishment of 
our position, that the peritoneal inflammation of child-bed wo- 
men, and "the low fever of child-bed,” are one and the same 
disease. 

For, had Dr. Clarke told us he had never found u the parts 
under the crust or coat inflamed,” it would not have permitted 
us to doubt for a moment the identity of the affections, for the 
reasons stated above. For this, and every other species of in- 
flammation, may throw out even large quantities of fluid under 
certain stages of its continuance; but when it does, the jyiflam- 
mation which gave rise to the effusion, becomes relieved, either 
altogether, or in part, as this effusion may be more or less exten- 
sive, or as the inflammation may have- been more or less exalted. 


* We have noticed above, the prevalence of puerperal fever, as an epidemic in 
Northumberland, (in this state,) and its neighbourhood; situations very remote 
fiom either hospitals, or towns, of any considerable size. 
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These effects are familiar to every body ; for they present them* 
selves to us almost daily, in the consequences of burns, scalds, 
and blisters. 

II. We are led to suppose, that Dr. Clarke infers a difference 
in the two diseases under consideration, from the immense quan«? 
tity of fluid found in the cavities of the abdomen of those who 
have died of the “low fever of child-bed,” and which " bears no 
proportion to the degree of inflammation, or the extent of in*- 
flamed surface,” and the extent of the inflammation, and the 
smaller quantity of fluid found. in the abdomen of those who died 
from peritoneal inflammation. • 

Now, in our estimation, this should show the most entire iden- 
tity of the two diseases, instead of proving a difference. For, in 
the one instance, there was a stronger disposition to effusion 
arising from the peculiarity of the inflammation, but which pe- 
culiarity was the result of an epidemic influence; and the reduc- 
tion of thufc inflammation kept pace with the profuseness of the 
effusion. In the other instance, the same circumstances obtained 
precisely ; that is, the abatement of inflammation was in the exact 
proportion to the effusion ; hence, more inflammation and less 
qffusion was discoverable in one case than in the other; because, 
in the one case, the extent of inflammation was less, or there was 
less. disposition to effusion. 

Physicians and surgeons have ever entertained their own no- 
tions as regards the type of every epidemic with which we are 
acquainted ; and their mode of treatment must, consequently, be 
predicated upon such opinions. Thus, in the yellow fever of 
1,793, some physicians looked upon it as a w putrid fever,” and, 
accordingly, treated it with bark, wine, and other stimuli ; while 
others considered it slightly inflammatory in the commencement, 
but typhoid in its progress : these bled a few ounces on the first 
or second day; purged gently; and then used bark, ww<e, carbo- 
nate of ammonia, &c. Others looked upon it as a fever of high 
inflammatory character; to subdue which, extensive, and, some- 
times repeated bleedings, profuse purging, and a strict antiphlo- 
gistic plan was pursued. Now, it cannot be supposed, that all 
these opinions were right : yet each attempted to support the pro- 
priety of his practice, by detailing such phenomena and effects, 
as were most likely to answer this end. Hence, resort was had 
to dissections, and each found a justification of his practice, as he 
suppoSfed, in the post mortem appearances. But, after awhile, it 
was discovered, that the first plan was entirely without success; 
that the second had some, but it was very limited ; while the third 
was attended by. a fair proportion of recoveries. 

Just so has it been with puerperal fever ; for the rapidity of its 
march, and the strong tendency of the body after death to putre- 
faction, led to the belief that it could be no other than a putrid, or* 
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typhoid fever; and the want of success in curing it, by the reme- 
dies proper for such diseases, was not attributed to the improper 
nature of the means employed, but to the indomitable nature of 
the disease itself. Therefore, wrong pathological views lecf them, 
either to a feeble or inefficient practice, or to one decidedly 
wrong.* 

Dr. Clarke, intent upon advancing the interests of his profes- 
sion, “and indefatigable in the duties which a large share of busi- 
ness constantly imposed upon him, attempted to remove the ob- 
scurities which seemed always to await this formidable disease, 
by making the various affections of the puerperal state conform 
to a certain classification. With this in view, he divides the de- 
rangements of the uterine system, f and the peritoneum,, into the 
following classes : — 

1st. Into the inflammation of the uterus and ovariSr., 

2d. The inflammation of the peritoneum. 

3d. Cases of inflammation of the uterus, ovaria, and Fallo- 
pian tubes, or of the peritoneum, connected with an 
inflammatory state of the system. 

- 4lh. The Fow fever of child-bed, &C.J 
The doctor was solicitous that these several affections should 
pot be confounded-; to prevent which, he admonishes the inexpe- 
rienced practitioner in the following, words: v Before r close this 
part of my subject, I must beg leave to caution those of my 
readers, whose experience may have been short, to be very care- 
ful in distinguishing these diseases from cases of fever consequent 
to labour, occurring, in debilitated constitutions, in large towns,. 


* * It is but just, however, to state, that the researches, of Tonnelld and Daplayy. 

have led to the conclusion, that puerperal fever does not always consist of a purely 
inflammatory action — bat on the contrary, that in “la Muternild,” this condition 
was comparatively rare; hence, they have divided k into the inflammatory, typhoid, 
and the ataxic varieties. The typhoid was by far the most frequent, and the ataxio 
the most rare, while the purely inflammatory, occurred but thirty-nine ti-uies in two 
hundred and twenty-two of the fatal cases examined by them. This, however; 
must only be received, as the reports of the- type of the disease as it appeared ii» 
that hospital; and though no modifying eivcu instance could be discovered in that 
institution, yet it is every way certain there must have been one, and that this 
account will not serve as an infallible guide for the treatment of this disease in £hi£ 
country. This peculiarity in the influence of an hospital atmosphere, has been 
lately proved in the Pennsylvania Hospital of this city; for the cases of puerperal 
fever which presented themselves, were fatal in an unprecedented degree, yet this 
disease was confined to this place, as it did not occur in private practice, at least 
we did not meet with a single case. Yet even in the most frequent form of this 
disease, (the typhoid,) in the Paris Hospital, it was acknowledged that the typhoid 
symptoms were preceded by an inflammatory stage , and this is all that we abso. 
lutely contend for. 

t By the uterine system, we would wish to be understood onty such portion of 
it, as is within the abdominal cavity, or such parts as have a peritoneal covering. 

X Modern pathologists pay no attention to which part the inflammation makes 
its appearance — it is very essential to the production of puerperal fever that an£. 
portion of the serous or peritoneal coat be the scat.* 

31 * 
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and in hospitals more particularly, where there is any disposition 
to epidemic complaints, which have a low tendency,” p. 92. 

But, notwithstanding the apparent propriety of these divisions, 
and the earnestness of his cautions, he has not, ip the smallest 
degree, facilitated “those whose * experience may have been 
short,” (and we may add, those whose experience has been long,) 
to distinguish, with any profitable accuracy, the different con- 
ditions he has described. Nor is this to be wondered at; as he 
has, in the very threshold of his inquiry, created confusion by 
neglecting a most important part of his subject; namely, not in- 
forming us, in what, or from what, condition of the system this 
fever proceeds. 

For it will be perceived, that notwithstanding his attempts at 
distinctions in this division of the seats of this disease, they are 
truly without differences; as they are at last all resolvable, and 
this, strictly speaking, into peritoneal inflammation. In his first 
division, he declares the uterus and ovaria to be involved : now, 
it is obvious in this case, that the ovaria cannot well be inflamed 
to the exclusion (for we will omit the condition of the abdominal 
portion of the uterus) of their peritoneal covering, consequently, 
this first division . must mean “ puerperal fever,” if this fever con- 
sists of an inflammatipn- of the peritoneum, as we have already 
insisted on. 

His second division, a fortiori, must be considered as puerperal 
fever; since its distinctive mark consists in an “ inflammation of 
the peritoneum.” We have already noticed, p. 350, Dr. Clarke's 
attempt to institute a distinction between this condition of the 
abdomen, and the “ low fever of child bed;” we shall therefore, 
not repeat what we have said there. 

His third division is stifl more exceptionable; because it insi- 
nuates, that an inflammation of that portion of the peritoneum 
which covers the uterus, ovaria, and Fallopian tubes, is different 
from an inflammation of other portions of this membrane ; and 
he considers it necessary, that an inflammation of these parts 
should be distinguished from inflammation of other portions of the 
peritoneum, which we hold to be impossible. And were it possi- 
ble, no kind of practical’good could result from the discrimination. 

His fourth, appears to be in opposition to his own facts, or 
even reasonings. In this, he attempts to prove that “the low 
fever of chi'd-bed” is not a peritoneal inflammation. We have 
already noticed this effort, p. 350. 

From what we have said, we think we may safely draw the 
following conclusions: first, that the distinctions attempted to be 
made, of an essential difference in the nature of the disease from 
the location of the inflammation within the abdomen, is without 
foundation. For it does not appear from all we learn from 
others, that the inflammation of puerperal fever is^ever confined. 
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strictly to any one portion of the peritoneum; and from Dr. 
Clarke’s one acknowledgment, “ The surface of the stomach, 
liver, spleen, omentum, great and small intestines, uterus, the i&r 
ternal lining of the muscles of the abdomen, will in their turn, or 
altogether, be found to partake of the disease; and, as far as my 
experience leads me to judge, no part more than another” See 
page 351. 

We must look upon the peritoneum as a unit; and that, when 
inflamed in any one part, the same general symptoms will arise; 
and that the whole of it is now liable, from this cause, to be in- 
volved in the same condition as that part: hence, if the inflame 
mation commence at any given point, it may travel over the 
whole, or a great portion of its surface, „ or it may be confined to 
the original focus. 

A want of attention to this circumstance, haa led 1 all the wri- 
ters,* so far as we recollect, into the error of considering the 
inflammation of the peritoneal covering of the uterus, as a dis- 
tinct disease from puerperal fever, by calling it an inflammation 
of the uterus. In this, there is a great want of precision; for 
the inflammation of the uterus, properly so called, is a very dis- 
tinct disease from peritoneal inflammation. (See Chap, on In- 
flammation of the Uterus.) 

Dr. Denman very property observes, 44 There is undoubtedly 
much difficulty in forming a just idea of a very complicated dis- 
eases and in proportion to the difficulty, every attempt 4o make 
accurate distinctions, is deserving of commendation.” To this 
we most willingly assent. But he adds immediately after, “ but, 
however symptoms may vary from affections of particular parts, 
or in particular constitutions, there is but one essential nature of 
the disease ; and if we have a true notion of this, we have less 
reason to be solicitous about the cause, or the determination of 
the part originally or principally affected. For a similar treat- 
ment may be enjoined, with equal propriety, for an inflammation 
of the uterus, omentum, peritoneum, or intestines, or perhaps 
any of the contents of the abdomen; whether the disease re- 
main local, or a fever be produced by its influence being extend- 
ed to the constitution in general.” — Introd. to Mid., Francis’s ed. 
p. 565. 

Yet is Dr. Denman himsejf betrayed into a want of precision 
in the very next sentence ;Tor he says, that 44 the inflammation of 
the uterus is far less dangerous than an equal degree of inflamma- 
tion of any of the viscera of the abdomen, especially in the state 

* Dr. Armstrong might have been looked upon as an exception, as ho mentions 
“simple hysleritis;" did ho not immediately after appear to lose sight of the dis- 
tinction, by following Dr. Denman and Dr. Baillie ; especially the latter, who 
speaks of “ the inflammation of the uterus and its appendages," under the head , 
off inflammation of the uterus. — Morbid Anatomy, p. 363. Bee alee text below. - 
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of child-bed ; because the uterus readily admits of a return of the 
lochial discharge, which always affords relief, and sometimes 
cures the-disease.” 

Here we are at a loss to understand, whether, by an inflamma- 
tion of the uterus, it is intended to include its coverings, or to 
strictly confine the inflammation to the substance of the uterus 
without its covering being involved. We are, however, inclined to 
believe he meant the whole mass of this organ, from what imme- 
diately follows: “ because the uterus readily admits of a return 
of the lochial discharge, which always affords relief, and some- 
times cures the disease.” — lb. We shall merely remark upon 
this last passage, en passant, that Dr. Denman has evidently mis- 
taken an- effect for a cause. For in inflammation of the uterus, 
the lochia do not return until this condition is relieved ; and if the 
inflammation be relieved by any cause, so as to permit the lochial 
discharges to return, it is evident that the reduction of the Inflam- 
mation is the cause of the return of the lochia, and that the dis- 
ease is subsiding, but not a proof that the lochial discharge is the 
cause of the diminution of the inflammation ; for this discharge 
would not take place, unless preceded by this reduction of inflam- 
mation, though it may ultimately contribute^ to this end by its 
continuance. . 

Dr. Armstrong, however* quotes the above* passages different- 
ly: he makes Dr. Denman to say, “ when simple hysteritis takes 
place,”* &c. Bat this readiog-of Dr. Armstrong is entirely gra- 
tuitous; for there is no mention-made of the simple inflammation- 
of the uterus, .by Dr. Denman ; and this is the very fault we com- 
plain of. Nor does Dr. Baillie discriminate any better: for, in 
speaking of the inflammation of the uterus, he says?" the inflam- 
mation is sometimes confined to the uterus itself, (evidently 
meaning it as a whole,) or its appendages ;” and that he means 
to distinguish this organ from its neighbouring parts, is indisputa- 
ble; for he adds, “ but the peritoneum in the neighbourhood is 
most commonly affected, and frequently over its whole extent.” 
That is, (as we understand it,) when the uterus is inflamed, the 
neighbouring peritoneum is also most commonly inflamed ; con- 
sequently, if this be so, it is, to all intents and purposes, puerperal 
fever, % and not a simple inflammation of the uterus. 

It would, in our opinion, be always best, when post mortem 
examinations are related, in which the fundus of the uterus is 
found inflamed, to say, that the peritoneal covering of the uterus 
was found “ inflamed ;” instead of saying, “ the uterus was in- 
flamed;” for this may not have been the case, strictly speaking. 
— See Chapter on inflammation of the Uterus. 

And, secondly, we may conclude, that Dr. Clarke has failed 4o 
establish any other difference between “ peritoneal inflammation,” 
and the cause of the “ low fever of child-bed,” than that which is 
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frequently observed to exist between “ sporadic and epidemic 
puerperal fever.” We have already said enough respecting epi- 
demic influence, to convince any one of the extent of its agency 
upon this, and many other diseases. 


Of the Period of attack and Symptoms . 

In comparing the historiesof the symptoms of this disease, as 
detailed by a number of authors, with what we ourselves have 
seen, we think, taking the whole of the description together, that 
drawn up by Dr. Denman appears to be the most faithful. It 
seems to be the result of very extensive observation and com- 
bines, within a very moderate space, all that is essential to dis- 
criminate the disease in its commencement; and to recognise it 
easily in its advancement and terminations. Eor this reason, we 
will detail the symptoms and characters of the disease in his owpt 
words. We are the more disposed to do this, because our expe^ 
rience, though sufficient so convince us of the fidelity of his ac~ 
count of the disease, has not been so anqple, as to enable us to 
make any important divisions. 

“ The time wl^pn women are chiefly subject to this fever, is 
uncertain. There are not wanting instances* in which it has been 
evidently forming before delivery, or during labour, or at any 
intermediate period for several weeks afterwards; and the sooner 
from the time after delivery the patienf is attacked, if in an equal 
degree, far greater is the attendant danger. But the most fre- 
ouent time of its appearing is on the third, or fourth day after 
delivery,* when the patient is seized with a* shivering fit, from the 
violence and duration of which, we may generally estimate the 
danger of the succeeding disease.f In some cases, however, 
there has been no cold or shivering fit, or none which'was ob- 
servable ; and in others, the shivering fit in the state of child-bed, 
has not been followed by those symptoms which were to be ap- 
prehended.;}; 

* Authors differ a little as to the period at which the disease may attack after 
delivery. Hey says about forly.eight hours; Armstrong from twenty*four to thirty 
boure; Clarke on the second, third, and even the eighth day; Leake on the even- 
ing of the second day, or the morning of the third, Ate. 

t This disease is not always announoed by rigour or chill. Hull, Hey, Arm- 
strong, Leake, &c., agree it is generally preceded by shiverings; but that they are 
by ho means essential to its formation. Clarke says it rarely happened. Mr. Hey 
says, that “ some of the worst cases were unattended by rigour ; and in others, 
equally severe, there was no more than a slight chilliness,” p. 28. And Dr. Mar- 
shall Hall says, that in -puerperal diseases, “ pure inflammation is less marked by 
rigour, heat, and other obvious symptoms, than the effects of iptestinal irritation.” 

| Dr. Denman has not discriminated with bis usual accuracy in this instance ; a 
mere shivering, or rather trembling after delivery, is no very common occurrence; 
but this agitation is not accompanied by the Initdai of esW, though it goes under 
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44 Before the shivering fit, the patients have been much debili- 
tated,* and have complained of wandering pains in the abdo- 
men, which very soon became fixed in the hypogastric region, 
where a swelling or fulness, with exquisite tenderness soon en- 
sued.f As the disease advances, the whole abdomen becomes 
affected and tumefied, sometimes nearly to its size before delivery, 
the woman herself being sensible of, and describing its progress. 
She also feels great pain in the back, hips, and sometimes in one 
or both legs, and other parts affected in uterine oomplaints. 

“ She scarcely can lie in any other position than on her back, 
or on one side with her body ineurvated ; and if the disease be 
confined to the uterus, the seat of the pain seems to be changed 
when she alters her position.! 

« There is either a vomiting of a green or yellow bitter mat- 
ter, or a nausea or loathing of the stomach, with an offensive 
taste in the mouth.§ An instantaneous change both in the quan- 
tity and appearance of the lochia takes place; and sometimes, 
though rarely, they are wholly suppressed. || The milk, if se- 


the name of a chill or ohivertng by those who ore an acquainted with the phenomena 
of fever. It is, therefore, represented to the physician as each; but he does not 
find it to be followed by reaction ; hence it is so id, the chill was not followed by 
fbver. * 

* We presume Dr. Denman means, by their being much debilitated, a sudden 
loss of strength, which is by no means uncommon, previously to the attack of se« 
Here and dangerous fevers: this is remarkably the cooe in those seized by yellow 
fever. It cannot mean, they u were much debilitated ” by the fatigue of labour; 
for he and many others declare, that the contingencies of labour do not appear to 
have any agency in the production of the disease. 

t We would wish. to direct the attention of the reader to thia circumstance? it 
is one in which all appear to agree; and which seems to settle the point, agitated 
by Dr. Clarke and others, namely, whether the fever was the consequence of a 
local inflammation of the peritoneum ; or whether the inflammation was the con- 
sequence of the fever ; for it is here declared, pain, Slc^ existed before the rigour. 

I Dr. Denman unquestionably means by the “uterus,” the peritoneal covering 
of this organ and its oppendagee. But this mode of expressing the condition of 
this part must unavoidably create confusion, as we have taken occasion to remark 
in another place, as this viscus is liable to become inflamed, independently- of its 
peritoneal coat, and which is a very different, and much less dangerous disease. 
Mr. Hey is also faulty in this respect, for he says, “ but all the varieties, so far as 
I can judge from my experience and reading, may be reduced to two denomina- 
tions, the sporadic and the epidemic puerperal fevers; in which- 1 include in/lam • 
mation of the v terns and peritoneum . Dr. Armstrong runs into the same error. 

k Dr. Clarke supposes that many of the local symptoms arise from an inflam- 
mation of that portion of the peritoneum which may invest the particular organ or 
part; “ such as constant sicknoss and vomiting of bilious matter, when the stomach 
is attacked,” p. 84. This we believe to be a sound explanation o£ the vomiting, 
when it occurs in puerperal fever, unless it be of such instances, in which this 
action proceeds from offensive matters in the stomach. But vomiting is by no 
means a constant symptom in the early stogb of peritonitis; indeed, we would say 
that it is rare, if our limited experience will authorize such a declaration ; and 
when it does occur, it is almost always, in the second ; it is then obstinate, and 
may be regarded as a most unfavourable symptom ; and this, for tbe reason assigned 
by Dr. Clarke. 

jj AU tbe writers on tbe subject of puerperal fever, agree in the uniformity of 
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creted, recedes, or is diminished* and the taste, with the appear- 
ance, is much altered.* 

w The urine is voided often, with pain, and in small quantities, 
and is remarkably turbid. A tenesmus or frequent stools come 
on, and, from the general disturbance, it is often manifest, that all 
the contents of the pelvis are at once affected by the disease. 

“ The tongue becomes dry, though sometimes it remains moist, 
and is covered with a thick brown fur; but, as the disease ad- 
vances, its appearance varies, and, in some dangerous cases, it 
has been little changed.f The patient immediately entertains*the 
strongest apprehensions of her danger, and usually labours under 
vast anxiety, her countenance bearing indubitable marks of great 
suffering both in body and mind. 

“ The progress of this disease is sometimes extremely rapid, 
and especially in unfavourable seasons, and in hot climates. In- 
stances have occurred in which women have died within twenty- 
four hours of the first attack ; and I have seen a few, who never 
grew warm after the rigour, which then resembled a convulsion. 
In some, death has followed quite unexpectedly, either from inat- 
tention, or from the scarcely perceptible but insidious progress of 
the disease, the indications not having been at all proportionate 
to the danger, 

these symptom*. Alt declare the change which takes plate In the lochia, imm< 
diatcly atyer the disease is formed ; if we except Leake, who. says it was not affected 
either in quality or (fhantity; a presumption, he *ays, that the uterus was not 
affected; and all agree, that it constitutes one of the most decided symptoms in this 
complaint. By what agency is this change effected T Does it prove that the 
uterus, both in, its substance and covering, is always implicated in this disease? 
or does it show there is a prevailing sympathy between the inflamed peritoneum 
and the surface which yields the lochia ? Is the ftrst rendered probable, by tho 
lochia being deranged whon the substance of the uterus is known to be affected/ 
in the same manner as when the peritoneum is inflamed ? Mr. Hey, however, 
says it is, sometimes, not affected, p. 23. Are we to pronounee in such cases that 
the oteros is uninjured? or, if not uninjured, what part has escaped. 

* Tho want of seoretion of tho milk, if the disease occur before the breasts ard 
prepared for it; and its cessation, if it has been secreted immediately after the 
formation of puerperal fever, is one of the most uniform, as well as one of the most 
remarkable symptoms, attending this disease { and it would seem to prove one of 
two things: first, that the inflamed peritoneum has a control over this secretion, 
a sympathy only manifest at this particular time ; or secondly, that that condition 
of the uterus by which the mammfB are influenced to the secretion of milk, is 
changed, by the presence of inflammation, either in its covering, or substance, or 
both : hot most probably from ils peritoneal covering being affected, as in simple 
hysteritis, the breasts are never so much affected, and sometimes, not at all. 

t Mr.tl^y, in speaking of the Leeds puerperal fever, -says, 44 the tongue wat 
never incrosted with the brown, dry fur of typhus, except the disease was of long 
continuance?, or had been improperly treated. It was generally moist and soft, and 
though it was not unfroquently covered with a thick white or brownish fur, yet it 
was often but little altered from its natural appearance, to the last, even iq bad 
eases, p. 32. Dr. Armstrong says, M lhe tongue was much paler than usual, and 
appeared os if it had been recently rubbed or dusted with a very fine whitish 
powder; in somo instances the tongue was tolerably olean and moist about the 

edge**” p. 2. 
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, “ In other cases, the shivering fit is succeeded by heat, thirst, 

and other symptoms, according to the course observed in other 
fevers; but the pain which originated in the abdomen, joined with 
these, is to be esteemed the pathognomonic or chief sign of the dis- 
ease. It seems necessary to enumerate all the symptoms, which 
commonly, though not exclusively, attend this fever, and not in 
any individual patient; yet cases will occur in practice, in which 
there will be much variation, depending on the degree of disease, 
the parts affected, the constitution of the patient, and the period 
after delivery when the fever makes its appearance. 

“ The pulse has almost invariably, in this disease, an unusual . , 
quickness from the beginning.* It has often that strength and 
vibration observed in the disorders of the most inflammatory 
kind, in robust constitutions; and yet is. sometimes exceedingly 
feeble and quick, beyond what might be expected from the con 
curring circumstances. The latter is to be reckoned among the 
most dangerous signs, proving, perhaps, increased irritability, 
with great violence of disease, and that the powers of the system 
are unable to struggle with it, or scarcely to bear the operation 
of the medicines which might be necessary for its relief. 

“ There is much variation in the subsequent stages, but there 
is scarcely a worse omen than a very weak and accelerated 
pulse, even though the other symptoms may seem to be abated. 
But the mere quickness of the pulse, if not attended with other 
perilous signs of inflammation or fever, is no\ to be considered 

* “ The frequency of the pulae in peritoneal inflammation has been so invariable* 
agreeably to oor observations, that we regard it as pathognomonic. We were, 
therefore, not a little surprised to find this condition of the artery denied by Dr. 
Marshall Hall, in his Essays on some of the more important Diseases of Females, 
p. 177, He says, “ Frequency of pulse is not a less uncertain indication of inflam- 
mation, (peritoneal.) I am enabled to say, from careful observation, that the pulae 
is but little accelerated in many cases of puerperal inflammation within the abdo- 
men, whilst it is excessively, and even alarmingly, frequent in some cases in which 
inflammation does not exist." Wo cannot but suspect that the doctor labours un- 
aer a great error in this statement ; at least, in the first part of it-— we think lie has 
probably confounded pure hysteritis with peritoneal inflammation. See page 3£1. 
The latter declaration wc fully agree to; but it adds no support to the former part 
of his observations. We are the rooro inclined to suspect a want of accuracy in 
Dr. Hall’s observation, from the loose manner in which he has conveyed lus notions 
of the scats of the inflammation constituting the disease in question. For he soys, 

44 Considering the important and sudden changes which take place in the condition 
of the uterus, in parturition, we cannot be surprised that its appendages, the adja- 
cent viscera, and the peritoneum at large, should, not unfrequently, participate m 
this morbid condition," p. 156. Now, from this quotation, it would, appear evident, 
that the appendages of the uterus, and the abdominal viscera, may be inflamed in 
puerperal women, independently of the peritoneum, a circumstance that has not, 
we believe, been verified by late pathological researeh. The uterus itself may, 
beyond all doubt ; but the abdominal viseerado not appear to follow this rule. Dr. 
H. seem 8 to forget that Bichat has tsught us, thst investing membranes may be 
inflamed, without implicating the other tissues of the orgaua over which they 
spread; and, consequently, that an inflammation of the peritoneum covering the 
liver, is not an inflammation of this organ, dec. « 
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as indicating danger; experience having shown that very irritable 
patients have sometimes an unusually quick pulse, unaccompanied 
with any other alarming symptom* 

M The signs of inflammation, joined with those of extreme 
irritability, continue for a few days, when those of putridity 
appear; sooner, perhaps in this, than in most other diseases, 
which are originally of the truly inflammatory kind.* The teeth 
very early collect a brown adhesive sordes, and all kinds of 
food and drink are nauseated, except such as are agreeable from 
their coldness or sharpness. 

“ A singultus attends; every return of which affects the ab- 
domen in the most painful manner. Petechise or vibrces are often 
found in the unwholesome situations, and in some constitutions 
of the air, at a very early period of the disease, and there are fre- 
quently miliary eruptions; but the latter seem to be rather a con- 
sequence of the method of treatment than of the disease, for 
they do not afford that relief which sometimes follows their ap- 
pearance in true eruptive fevers. 

* The bowels are in general very much disturbed, and in some 
cases a looseness takes place immediately upon the accession; in 
others, in three or four days after, or not till the last stage of the 
disease ; but it very seldom fails to attend, nor can it be removed 
without the greatest difficulty, as well as danger, before the dis- 
ease is terminated. The stools, before the close, often come away 
involuntarily, being always preceded by an increase, of pain; and 
every evacuation gives a momentary relief. They are uncom- 
monly fetid, of a green or dark brown colour, and working like 
yest. It is also remarkable that, after the long continuation of 
the looseness, when the patient has taken little or no solid nou- 

• This circumstance *ib familiar to all who haVe witnessed the most inflammatory 
of all fevers, namely the yellow fever. This disease runs its coarse sometimes 
with such rapidity, that the stages, from the highest inflammation, to that of gan- 
grene, can scarcely be observed ; bidding defiance, very often, to remedies of eve- 
ry kind. Indeed, we may remark it to be the common Course with all the dis- 
eases of very high excitement, when not under the control of medical applications, 
to terminate -in the manner just noticed of puerperal fever. It was this rapid 
course, with puerperal fever especially, which gave rise to the conflicting accounts 
we have of its nature; (its termination in gangrene, or in 11 putridity, 1 * as it ia call, 
ed,) and which regulated, with too many, the mode of treatment in the commence- 
ment of the disease. The apprehensions suggested by its peculiar termination, 
made physicians spare, or rather dread, the employment of the only remedies ca- 
pable of preventing such an issue. Thus, both Dr. Gordon and Mr. Hey, (indeed, 
we might enumerate others,) after they used, with liberal hand, blood-letting and 
purging, rarely lost a patient. Dr. Gordon did not lose a patient out of thirty that 
were treated by ample blood-letting and liberal purging ; and Mr. Hey seems to 
have been successful in equal proportion. The great secret in treating such dis- 
eases as yellow fever and puerperal fever, (at least, under ordinary circumstances,) 
consists in preventing the death of the blood vessels from over-excitement, by 
bleeding, dtc. Mr. Hunter explains this by saying, u debility begins very early, 
because the inflammation itself is interfering immediately with the actions of life . 11 

32 
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rU ^a ^Pparge and hard lumps of excrement wilt be sometimes 
discf^gW, which one might suspect to have been confined in the 
bowels a long time before delivery. With regard, however, to 
. this symptom, it is very necessary to observe, that in delicate 
constitutions, great disturbances of the bowels are frequently oe* 
casioned by mere irritation, which are soon removed by the weH* 
timed exhibition and repetition of some cordial opiate. 

“ There is a peculiarity in this fever, whieh^ I believe,haeaot 
been hitherto observed or mentioned. It is an erysipelatous 
tumour, of a dusky-red colour, on the knuckles, wrists, elbows, 
knees, or ankles, about the size of a shilling, and- sometimes 
larger. This is almost universally a mortal sign, and on the 
inspection of those who have died with this appearance, the dis- 
ease has been found to have affected the uterus principally, or its 
appendages. 

“ When this fever commences soon after delivery, and con- 
tinues its progress with violence for a few days, our hopes of a 
favourable event will often be disappointed, and the impending 
danger may usually be foretold by the uninterrupted progress 
of tne symptoms, or by returns of the rigour. A looseness im- 
mediately succeeding the Attack, though in one sense it may 
indicate the degree of disease, always contributes to its abate- 
ment, and sometimes proves critical; as does likewise a spon- 
taneous vomiting, sometimes even towards the last change, when 
all hopes of recovery were abandoned. 

“ The profuse sweat, which follows the shivering fit, has very 
often been completely critical. In some there has been a trans- 
lation of the disease to the extremities, where the part has in- 
flamed, and a large abscess has been formed: a similar abscess 
has also in some cases been formed on one side of the abdomen, 
which has been healed by the most simple treatment, 

“ Fresh eruptions of the lochia are always a favourable symp- 
tom, and are to be reckoned among the most certain signs of amend- 
ment. A subsidence of the abdomen after copious stools, and 
with a moist skin, is a fortunate alteration for the patient; but 
that circumstance without evacuations, and a dry skin, threaten 
the utmost danger.” Introd. Mid. Francis's Ed. p. 568, et seq. 

Dr. Clarke, p. 121, and other writers, have noticed a symptom 
of a remarkable kind, to which we have also borne witness, and 
which, so far as we have observed, has always been a fatal one ; 
namely, the indifference of the mother to the child, and some- 
times even refusing to suckle it. From whence does this indif- 
ference proceed ? or why should it be a symptom of so much 
danger?* 

• It has lately fallen to my lot to see a ease of complete ly developed puerperal 
fever. In which this symptom proved fallacious. This case will be related pre- 
sently. 
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Dr. Clarke, p. 123, accounts for this state of the mind in an 
ingenious and plausible manner, by observing, “ It is probable 
that the secretion of the milk in the gland, and the desire of suck- 
ling, may be in some way connected with each other, and the 
existence of the desire may depend upon the presence of the se- 
cretion, in like manner as the power of secretion in the testicles 
produces the passion for propagation; and the passion in its turn 
affects the disposition for secretion.” But to what circumstance 
shall we attribute this total extinction of sympathy between parts 
so constantly in the habit of exercising it T Is it owing to any 
condition of the uterus itself? or does it arise from the peritoneal 
inflammation simply ? or does it require the ovaria to be involved ? „ 
Is this last conjecture strengthened by the fact, that the breasts 
become flaccid and waste away, when these organs are severely 
diseased, wasted, or extirpated. 

Of the Diagnosis . 

The disease we have been describing, has so many well-marked 
characters, that it cannot well be confounded with any other af- 
fection; and we believe, that we may safely rely upon the follow- 
ing symptoms for its diagnosis: — 

1st. Pain or tenderness in the hypogastric region, occur- 
ring after delivery, from the first few hours to several 
days* ^ 

2d. Swelling or tension in that portion of the abdomen 
where the pain or tenderness is felt. 

3d. By these symptoms almost always being followed by a 
chill or rigour, of longer or shorter duration, or greater 
or less force. 


* Mr. Hey says that the pain experienced by th* woman, soon after delivery, 

“ was a very deceitful symptom ; and when it was not preceded by rigour, occa- 
sioned great embarrassment by the irregular manner of its attack ; and The conse- 
quent difficulty of distinguishing it from after-pains,” p. 30. 

We believe that the following marks will, with much certainty, distinguish the 
pain of peritoneal infl in ra at ion, from that of 14 ofler.pa.ins.” 

1. After-pains are always alternate, and regularly have three periods— a period 
of increase, acm6, and decline; they always observe regular intervals, be these 
longer o t shorter. 

ft. The pain when occasioned by after-pains, is never eo acute ; and is confined 
to the lower part of the hypogastric region. 

3. There is always more or less discharge of the lochia, during the continuance 
of the after-pain, and this without a change in its appearance.' 

4. The mam ms are not interrupted in their offices, if the pain prooeed purely 
from uterine contraction. 

5. If the hand be laid upon the abdomeq, during the pain, the uterus will be 
found very hard at one moment, and softer the next. 

6. The poise will never be so maeh accelerated, as when the peritoneum is the 
seat of the disease ; butfboth of these pains may he united; and when that is the • 
case, the pain arising from the contractions of the uterus, offers no indication, as 

it is then of minor importance. 
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4b. By the rigour being followed by reaction, terminating, 
for the tpost part, in a profuse sweat, and without this 
sweat moderating the fever, or other symptoms.* 

' 5th. By this fever being accompanied by an accelerated 
puke; rarely less than one hundred and twenty, and 
oftentimes as many as one hundred and fifty or more 
strokes in the minute. 

6th. By the absence of milk in the bftasts ; either because it 
has not been secreted, or because the secretion has 
been interrupted. 

7th. By a diminution, alteration, or suspension of the lo- 
ohial discharge, f 

If a woman, within a short period after delivery, be attacked 
with the above symptoms, we may, we think, with much safety, 
pronounce her to be labouring under peritoneal inflammation, or 
puerperal fever. In this enumeration of symptoms, we have 
confined ourselves to the mention of such only as may be con- 
sidered as almost exclusively pathognomonic. 

There are many other symptoms, besides those enumerated, 
that attend this disease; and, perhaps, each individual case may 
be attended by some one peculiar circumstance, which does hot 
obtain in others, but which may be dependent for its existence 
upon some peculiarity of constitution, or accidental cause. It is, 
therefore, impossible to anticipate every symptom which may 
arise in any given instance. The symptoms, as detailed by Dr. 
Denman, we believe, comprise every thing essential in the history 
of this fever, from its formation to its termination. And we trust, 
from what has just been laid down, that this disease cannot welt 
be mistaken for any other. 

* Dr. Denman, as noticed* above, says, this sweat 1mm, in many instances, proved 
critical. 

f Wetiave elsewhere remarked, that Dr. Leake says, “ the loahia, from first to 
last, were not obstructed," p. 52. 

Dr. Leakage account is oi an epidemio puerperal fever, which attacked the pa- 
tients of the “ Westminster Lying-in Hospital," and the disease, as it appeared 
there, was of A very remarkable character in several important -points, and dif- 
fered from every other of which we have read any account.. 

1. There was very little pain in the abdomen. 

3. Very much less frequency of pulse. 

3. The titerfts, almost invariably sound. 

4. Little change in the powers or firaetionc of the mamma., 

6. No change in the loebial dischargee. 

6. The otnenUixn being tbe chief seat of disease, or found M melted down." 

7. An unusual degree of headach. 

. From Dr. Leake’s account, it is evident that tbe epidemical constitution of the 
air had imposed e very mild character on this disease—* its inflammation appeared 
to be of tbe phlegmonous kind, from tbe quantity of sapporaled fluid found upon 
dissection, and from . the common expression of tbe M omentum being * melted 
down," &c. ; and it is farther evident, we think, that, had he carried his bleed- 
bigs, &c., farther, he would have cured all his patients. 
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Of the Prognosis. 

There is, perhaps, no disease, upon the issue of which the phy- 
sician of experience, feels greater reluctance to pronounce than 
puerperal fever. This unwillingness proceeds from several 
causes, each of which suggests the propriety of caution in 
making a decision. 

First, From its very frequent tendency to a fatal result, even 
under the most prompt, proper, and vigorous treatment. 

Secondly, From the rapidity/of its march, it gives but small 
opportunity oftentimes for the operation of remedies, even when 
they are applied early. 

Thirdly, From the impossibility, very often, of repairing the 
ravages a few hours’ neglect has occasioned, however faithfully 
-and properly the remedies may be afterwards employed ; and, 

Fourthly, From the oftentimes treacherous nature of the dis- 
ease, which will sometimes suddenly terminate in death, when 
circumstances apparently promise recovery. 

These reasons should teach the young practitioner to be ex- 
tremely guarded in his prognosis, lest disappointment follow im- 
properly raised hope ; or recovery take place when he had caused 
it to be abandoned. We may particularly caution him against 
that deceitful amendment recognised by most writers on this sub- 
ject, which takes place sometimes as early as the first twenty 
hours ; or as late perhaps as the third day. Here the abatement 
of pain, the diminution of the soreness of the belly, the subsiding 
of the abdominal swelling,* the less frequency of the pulse, seem 
but the prelude to a condition, from which no human exertion, 
or power of remedy, seems capable of saving the patient. 

Yet the symptoms now mentioned are precisely those upon 
which we would build our hopes of amendment, if not followed 
by the prostration of every power of the system : consequently, 
it will require much caution not to be betrayed into error. 

However promptly the disease may have been met, even by 
the most suitable remedies, the disease will, nevertheless, some- 
times progress with alarming rapidity. The pain and swelling 
will so augment, as to leave the woman no cnoice of position; 
she finds a trifling mitigation of her sufferings while on her back, 
with her legs drawn up, that the abdominal muscles may be re- 
laxed. The pulse increases in frequency, but diminishes in force. 
The respiration becomes difficult; the tongue dry, and brown, or 
not altered, while the face, and extremities, are bedewed with a 
cold, clammy sweat. The face becomes pale, or partially flushed ; 
the countenance haggard, wild, and expressive of the greatest 

• ti When the abdomen subsides, without being preceded by copious stools, and 
with & dry Bkin, it threatens the utmost danger.”— Denham. 

32 * 
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distress. Delirium, vomiting,* involuntary discharges of both 
the feces and urine, and deatn. 

But before the scene is finally closed, ihe woman seems to be 
relieved of a part of her sufferings, by a change taking place in 
some of the more urgent and pamful symptoms. Distention is 
diminished* or even sometimes entirely removed — the swelling of 
"the abdomen subsides ; and pain ceases with more or less sudden- 
ness. 

” The absence of milk in the breasts, and especially if this be 
attended with an entire indifference to the child, must be looked 
upon as almost certainly fatal. If joined to these, there be little 
expression of suffering, a very quick pulse, and considerable 
swelling; and if the attack has been very early after delivery, 
the case must be looked upon as almost hopeless. So uniformly 
is danger increased by the earliness of the attack, that it is no- 
ticed, we believe, by every writer upon the subject; therefore, 
this circumstance should always be kept in view, when an opi- 
nion is about to be formed of the degree of danger. 

The extent of the abdominal swelling, seems to be of more 
consequence than the degree of soreness or of pain ; and when it 
is excessive, and becomes tympanitic, it is extremely dangerous, 
nay, almost always fatal. Dr. Clarke says, " It has not occurred 
in my sphere of observation, to see any recover, in whom the 
swelling of the belly has been in any very great degree, **f p. 133. 
Also, 

That u those who have the disease at later periods after deli- 
very, are not attacked with the same violence ; the depression of 
strength is not so great, the tumefaction of the abdomen is less 
extensive, and* the chance of recovery is, consequently, better/* 
p. 133. 

Dr. Armstrong observes, that “-an excess of sensibility is al- 
ways to be dreaded ; for»I have had opportunities of remarking, 
that those patients seldom recover, who are tremblingly alive to 
every surrounding impression. It is well known, that unmarried 
women do not recover so well as married ones; the mental irri- 
tation, necessarily attended upon their situation, considerably in- 
creasing the febrile excitement, and renderihg them extremely 
restless/* p. 26. Dr. Clarke has remarked the same thing. 

* Wo have seen more than one instance of puerperal fever terminating' in 
M black vomit,** simitar to that observed in ‘‘yellow fever we have alao seen the 
same appearances after rapture of the uterus. Dr. Gordon informs us, that “ when 
these were symptoms of mortification, what the patient vomited was black, and 
bad a strong resemblance to coffee-grounds,” p. 10. Dr. Armstrong considers it 
as a highly dangerous symptom, “ when there are frequent vomitings of a coffee- 
coloured fluid ” p. 31. Yet gangrene, or mortification, has not been observed in 
any of the dissections we have read of. 

f I shall relate a case presently, in which there was great distention of the ab- 
domen, but where the woman recovered. Yet this must be looked upon but as a 
rare exception to the rule. 
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“ Costiveness is always an unfavourable circumstance/’ Dr. 
Armstrong says, “increasing in no inconsiderable degree, the 
difficulty of cure. While an open state of the bowels before deli- 
very tends to mitigate the severity of an early attack, and a 
diarrhoea coming on afterwards, carries off the disease,” p. 30. 
Dr. Denman says, as already noticed, that a diarrhoea may be 
critical and carry off the disease, p. 568. 

The signs which may be looked upon as favourable, are — 

1st. A diminution of frequency of the pulse, with an increase 
of its volume. 

2d* A reduction of the swelling of the abdomen, with an 
abatement of pain ; provided, the first is gradual, and 
the latter fiot sudden ; and accompanied by condition 
first. 

8d. Changing posture without suffering inconvenience ; but 
jactitation must not be mistaken for it. - „ 

4th. A return milk to the breasts, attended by solicitude 
for the child. 

5th. A restoration of the lochial discharge, after it ha& been 
suppressed ; especially if it change to a healthful ap- 
pearance. 

0th. The tongue becoming moist ; losing its white appear- 
ance, and cleaning at the edges ; or, if it has been brown 
and dry, becoming whitish and moist, accompanied by 
condition first. 

Ith. If the urine become more abundant, and deposites a 
lateritious sediment. * 

8th. If the skin become cooler, and moist throughout its 
whole extent ; especially if attended by conditions first, 
second, third, fourth and fifth ; or if a natural warmth 
return to the extremities, after having been preternatu- 
rally cold, accompanied by the signs just referred to. 

9th. “ A subsidence of the abdomen after copious stools, 
and with a moist skin, is a fortunate alteration for the 
patient.” Denman* 

10th. “ If the pulse can be kept under one hundred and 
twenty in the rpinute, for the first twelve days, the patient 
will generally do well ; but if the pulse keep very quick, 
after the abdominal symptoms have entirely disap- 
peared, affections of the chest,* and of the glandular 
system, or deep-seated suppurations, may be dreaded.”t 
Armstrong, p. 32. 

* “ If any disease hath taken its immediate origin, as it were, oat of the paer. 
peril fever, and been combined with it, it hath been the peripne moony. I have 
met with several instances of this kind.* 1 Holme, p. 15. 

t “Some of those who survived, recovered slowly, and were affected with 
wandering pains and paralytic numbness of the limbs, like that of chronic rheu- 
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Of the Contagious Nature of Puerperal Fever .* 

Had not the belief, that puerperal fever was a contagious dis- 
ease ; and had not this belief a great effect upon the minds of 
females who are pregnant, or who are in the puerperal state, and 
cpnsequently may very much influence their happiness, we should 
not have touched upon this subject; believing as we do, that the 
opinion is altogether without foundation, at least in this country. 

In Europe, and especially in Great Britain, this, and a num- 
ber of other diseases are believed to be contagious; while in this 
country it only amounts to a fear, and not to a conviction. The 
disease in question, scarlatina, erysipelas, &c. &c., are in these 
countries looked upon as possessing the power of propagating 
themselves by some specific quality of their own. 

We shall not attempt any formal refutation of the doctrine of 
Contagion, by exhibiting the arguments on both sides of the ques- 
tion; we shall merely select the opinions of such as had ample 
opportunities to decide the question ; and whose conclusions are 
adverse to the opinion, u that puerperal fever is contagious.’’ 

Dr. Hulmc, whose experience was ample, and who has written 
an excellent work upon this disease, says, that “the puerperal 
fever is not an infectious disease, any more than the iliac passion, 
a pleurisy, a nephritis , or an inflammation in any other part of 
the body.” Treatise on Puerperal Fever, p. 164. 

Dr. Hull, whose opportunities were equal perhaps to any who 
may have written upon this subject, says, “ As far as my obser- 
vation goes, peritonitis puerperalis is not infectious. I have never 
seen a case, wherein I had reason to suppose that the effluvia, 
arising from the patient, produced puerperal fever, or typhus, or 
any other disease in another person, either directly or indirectly. 
The disease in question frequently arises, where there is not the 
least foundation for a suspicion that infection has been applied,” 
p. 248. 

Mr. Hey appears strongly inclined to the opinion that puer- 

[ >eral fever is not contagious ; but seems afraid to decide abso- 
utely upon the question. 

In this country, under no circumstance that puerperal fever 
has appeared hitherto, does it afford the slightest ground for the 
belief, that it is contagious. In 'this city, so far as we know, it 
has always shown itself as a sporadic disease ; and in this form, 

matism. Some had critical abscesses in the muscular parts of the body, which 
were & long time coming to suppuration, and when, broke, discharged a sanious 
ichor.” Leake, vol. ii. p. 56. 

* “ By contagion, is understood effluvia, arising directly or indirectly from the 
human body under particular diseases, and capable of exciting the same disease in 
other persons to whom it may be applied.” Hull, p. 24?. 
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it has never been looked upon as contagious, except by Dr. Arm- 
strong. He says, "The peritonitic fever, when completely 
formed, is, in kind, though not in degree, as contagious as the 
epidemic:” in this sentiment he stands alone; not even supported 
by those who believe ia the contagious power of the epidemic. 
In Northumberland, in this state, (see p. 346,) where it was epi- 
demic, there was no evidence that it was contagious. Dr. Lease 
says decidedly, the sporadic* puerperal fever is not infectious; 
and it is only so, when epidemic, under particular circumstances, 
vol. ii. p. 140„ 

Now, it would be very extraordinary to declare, for it would 
obtain no belief, thajt sporadic smallpox* measles, or hooping- 
cough, were not contagious ; for we must ask, what is the differ- 
ence between the sporadic form or quality of a disease, and the 
epidemic form or quality of a disease; except that the latter has 
its type affected by some oecult influence in the air, which gives 
rise, at the same time, to the epidemic prevalence of the disease l 


g. Treatment 

We have now to consider the most important part* of,our sub- 
ject, namely, the treatment As regards this, much discrepancy 
must necessarily prevail, as scarcely any two authorities can 
have viewed the aisease under the same aspect, as the disease is 
so variously modified. In confirmation of this, it is only neces- 
sary to refer to the late researches upon this point — we say the. 
late researches, as we believe these to bo very much the most to 
be relied upon. We do not wish, however, to be understood as 
conveying any oblique censure upon former observation ; we only 
mean, that pathological inquiries are now conducted with much 
more care, and with much more success than thirty or forty years 
ago. For improvements in this highly interesting and important 
study, we are particularly indebted to the French, and especially, 
since the writings of Bichat has made us acquainted with the in* 
dependent and important role that each separate tissue performs. 
We do not pretend, that the same phenomena did not present 
themselves to former autopsic inquirers— we only declare they 
were not so well understood and defined. This fact can be very 
easily proved, by a reference to some of the most careful exa- 
miners of bodies dead from puerperal fever. Let us take Drs« 
Leake, Gordon, and above all, the accurate and faithful Clarke, 
as illustrative of the position now advanced, and it will be per r 
ceived, that no distinction is made between the parenchyma of 
the uterus or ovaries, and their peritoneal coverings, as seals of 
disease; for were this membrane inflamed, had it suppurated, or 
were it gangrenous, the uterus or the ovaries were said to be in 
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either of these conditions; being altogether ignorant that the peri- 
toneum covering these parts may be in a pathological condition, 
without implicating the other structures of these organs. Again, 
pus has been found in various portions of the uterus, when it 
was cut into : this pus was supposed to be the result of the in- 
flamed parenchyma of this body; for they were not aware this 
fluid was produced by suppuration of the internal mucous coat 
of the veins. Again, the uterus was often declared to be in a 
state of gangrene from puerperal fever: but modern research 
has proved, that this organ may be “ softened,” (ramollissement,) 
and this without any particular tendency to putrefaction. And 
once more, that phlebitis of the uterine veins gives a typhoid 
character to the accompanying fever, &c., for we could easily ex- 
tend examples. 

Now, it is rendered every way probable that some occult cause 

may.operate to produce a particular tendency in some one tissue 
or other, to become the seat of the disease — thus, we find in some 
instances, the peritoneum to be the principal 6eat of disease; and 
this, upon certain portions of it, (see our history, &c., of this dis- 
ease,) in other cases, the parenchyma of the uterus is especially 
attached ; or its veins, or its lymphatics, and perhaps even its 
nerves; and each variety giving a particular character to the 
phenomena of the disease — hence, as we have already observed, 
puerperal fever is considered by Conquest and some of the 
French writers, as a generic term. See page 343, &c. It must, 
thefefore, be evident, if these observations be correct, that much 
practical acumen is necessary to the successful treatment of this 
disease, that the different forms may not be confounded — it is, 
also equally evident, that we have much to learn in diagnosis. 
However, let it be understood, that though puerperal females in 
this country must, necessarily, like those of Europe, be obnoxious 
to remote causes ; yet, that here, such causes, be they what they 
may, tend more frequently to the production of a pure inflamma- 
tory condition of the peritoneum, than the same causes do in 
other portions of the globe. 4 We say more, frequently, for this 
does not appear to be the case uniformly — for, in the late in- 
stances in the Pennsylvania Hospital, we believe that all who 
were attacked died, notwithstanding the most prompt and active 
antiphlogistic means were pursued. In these cases it must be 
evident, that some local, but inscrutable cause, operated, as no 
such condition of liability was observed in private practice. 

From these statements, it will be understood that no one mode 
of treatment can be applicable to every epidemic visitation of 
puerperal fever, or even every sporadic case; and, with a view 
to establish this point more firmly, we shall give the experience 
of Professor Desormeaux, and his pupil M. Tonnelld upon this 
point, though we are, at the same time, persuaded, that, in this 
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country, and in private practice, the disease is, almost uniformly 
highly inflammatory, ^ 

Prem the views entertained by Desormeaux of this disease, he 
was led to adopt several different modes of treatment, the result 
of .which be has given, together with the successes, and this at 
several seasons of the year; for this gentleman found, that a 
mode of treatment which may have been successful at one pe- 
riod, might not prove so at another. Among the.more active re- 
medies be used r we may reckon general bleeding, leeching, ipe- 
cacuanha, emetics, salivation : the auxiliary means were, warm 
hip-bath, laxatives, enemata, bark, cataplasms, and emollient 
washes for Xhe uterus. 

The Contradictory means, as laid down by authors, for the cure 
of this disease, induced M. Desormeaux to give fair trial to such 
as came recommended by good authority; and, not to remain 
satisfied by either success or failure, he tried the same means at 
different seasons of the year. General blood-letting was often 
found highly useful as the initial remedy, as it was found imperi- 
ously demanded by the violent action of the system, in cases that 
he judged to be purely inflammatory ; but, for the most part, this 
benefit was limited to the early stage of these cases, as it failed 
to subdue the locaL inflammation, and was often of questionable 
utility, R8 this first stage so quickly ran its course. On this ac* 
count, local bleeding was resorted to, to overcome the local af- 
fection of the uterus and jts appendages— forty or fifty leeches 
were applied to the abdomen, and these followed by a hip-bath, 
or poultice, and this was sometimes repeated two or three times 
in thirty-six or eight and forty hours. When this plan proved 
successful, it was speedily followed by a copious perspiration. 
But the good effects of this method were confined to the early 
stage, and previous to suppuration. He estimates the rate of 
success in the following manner. Of 165 cases treated by gene- 
ra) and local blood-letting, three fourths recovered. 

Ipecacuanha, as an emetic, he states, was only used in the 
early stage: this was sometimes successful, and at other tipnes 
not, depending upon seasons, as he supposes. However, of forty 
cases treated by it, four-fifths recovered. This remedy was not 
useful after the suppurative stage had taken place; nor was it 
found to answer in the typhoid type of this disease. For the 
suppurative stage, or the typhoid variety of this disease, MM. 
Desormeaux and Tonnelld think they have found an important 
remedy in mercurial salivation; for, though by far the greater 
number of such cases must prove fatal, still, if salivation increases 
the number that get well, it must be looked upon as a valuable 
therapeutic means; and perhaps we should have the more con- 
fidence in this plan, since the inveterate prejudices of the French 
against the use of mercury, would not permit them to employ it. 
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without having derived advantage from it in their trials. We 
have directed attention to this remedy, (see page 410, on mer- 
curial frictions.) Mercury was only used in the advanced stage 
of inflammatory puerperal fever, or in typhoid cases, or where 
neither blood-letting, or leeching, or ipecacuanha would be use- 
ful. It was used in form of ointment — two ounces were rubbed 
in every twenty-four hours — the abdomen and thighs were the 
parts selected. The auxiliary remedies mentioned above, were 
thought to be useful, especially emollient injections, once in six 
hours. This mode of treating any one disease, is too exclusive 
to be absolutely relied on; as the successful cases may not have 
been such from the peculiar treatment, but from their want of 
intensity ; and therefore might have yielded to either plan adopted 
by Desormeaux and Tonnelld, while the unsuccessful instances 
may have proved such from their overwhelming violence, or 
from delay, rather than from the particular treatment being in- 
efficient. It is necessary to the establishment of any exclusive 
mode, that all the patients should be as nearly as possible in the 
same condition, when the plan is first put in execution. There- 
fore, any plan may be either only more or less useful, or other- 
wise quo ad hoc. 

Most of the errors on the subject of puerperal fever have arisen 

from a want of the necessary discrimination between the stages 
of this disease, and to an ignorance that the peculiarity of the 
subsequent ones are entirely dependent upon, or only the neces- 
sary and inevitable consequences of the first stage.** Few have 
so far shut their eyes against the facts revealed by dissections, as 
not to admit that its first stage is that of high inflammation. But, 
as this inflammation runs its course rapidly, and is succeeded 
either by a gangrenous tendency, and an efTusion of large quan- 
tities of serum in the cavity of the abdomen; and as the body, 
quickly after death, manifests a strong disposition to decompo- 
sition, it was thought by many, that the disease, from its com- 
mencement, had a strong septic tendency ; and remedies were 
employed to guard against the consequences, rather than for the 
removal of the cause; namely, the first or inflammatory stage.f 

• Dr. Armstrong-, Facts and Observations, &c., p. 60, says, “ The first stage ” 
of Puerperal Fever, “ is marked by highly inflammatory, the second, by highly 
typhoid characters; and it has always appeared to me, that the tendency to pu- 
tridity in the latter, was proportionate to the degree of inflammation in the for- 
mer.” 

Dr. Denman says, M When the fever has remained for a very few days, the pu- 
trid symptoms, which are usually according to the degree of the preceding injlaui* 
motion, advance very rapidly.” We repeat these observations, because of their 
unquestionable truth, and practical value. 

t “I cannot help suspecting,” says Dr. Armstrong, M that some distinguished 
authors, having formed their opinion from the appearance of the disease, and the 
ill effects of venesection, at this period, (the gangrenous,) have thus been per- 
ouaded that debility ia the principal thing to be counteracted from the beginning , 

\ 


Digitized by 


G oogl e 



PUERPERAL FEVER. 


385 


To prove this, let the treatment and the result of the plans of 
Denman, Gordon, Hey, Armstrong, and even Leake, be con- 
trasted with the mistaken practice of Clarke, and some others. 
In the practice of the first of these gentlemen, recoveries were 
common'; in that of the latter, very few escaped. Dr. Clarke 
informs us, that three out of.four died, p. 132. The patients un- 
der his care were treated, from the beginning, with large doses of 
bark, and such other remedies “ as have a tendency to support 
the strength, and diminish the irritability.” 

It may be said, that, in the epidemic described by Dr. Clarke, 
there was but little evidence of inflammation, and much of “ pu- 
tridity;* but this should not be too hastily assumed, as we have 
attempted Urprove at p. 356. Nor can an inference be drawn in 
favour of his pathological views, from the success of his practice. 
The public are much indebted to Dr. Denman for the candid re- 
nunciation of his errors upon this subject. In the early part of 
his practice, he entertained great doubts of the propriety of blood- 
letting in puerperal fever: he thought it weakened the patient, 
without lessening the disease ; and for a long time, he informs us, 
he did not takeaway blood in any quantity. 

The influence of this highly cultivated and respectable practi- 
tioner, was so great, as to give tone to public opinion ; his mode 
of practice, and his views were extensively adopted by the British 
practitioners; and they became almost the standard for the treat- 
ment of puerperal fever. Fortunately for the fate of hundreds, a 
more extended experience, and more correct notions of the nature 
of the disease, led him to renounce, with much magnanimity, the 
errors of his early life. Therefore, so soon as he was convinced 
of the insufficiency, or total inefficacy of his plan, he gave it up, 
with a candour wnich all must admire, though few may imitate ‘ 
it. He says, in the last edition of his works, as edited by Dr* 
Francis, p. 576 — 

Xi 1 am now convinced by manifold experience, that my reason- 
ing was fallacious, and my fears groundless; and that what I had 
considered as proofs of insufficiency or impropriety of bleeding, 
in the true inflammatory puerperal fever, ought in reality to have 
been attributed to the neglect of performing it in an effectual 
manner, at the very beginning of the disease. In short, if the 
first stage be permitted to pass unheeded, bleeding will then cer- 
tainly be injurious, the opportunity having been lost; and the 
physician called in afterwards, however great his talents may be, 
will too often have the mortification of being the spectator of 

i- 

and during ike whole course of the feven Be this as it may, the stimulant treat- 
ment is at onoe the most delusive arid dangerous which can be adopted; and it ie 
much to be lamented, that it has the weight and authority of some eminent 
names.”— Facts and Observations, p. 63. 

33 
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mischief which he cannot then remedy, and an event which he 
can only deplore.” 

We are told, that it is of the utmost consequence to the cure of 
this disease, that we distinguish between the true inflammatory, 
and the putrid puerperal fever. This would be most true and 
important, did such a difference really exist as is here intimated; 
but the distinction attempted, has been based, we believe, upon 
the violence of the complaint at different times, and under different 
circumstances, rather than upon any essential difference in the 
absolute nature and seat of the diseases. See note to p. 365. 

Thus, the sporadic puerperal fever is more easily subdued, and 
will bear bleeding even at a later period, than the epidemic puer- 
peral fever; because the former is less rapid in its course owing 
to the accompanying inflammation being less exalted ; and not to 
tlje latter being of a putrid character: for when this state exists, 
we must repeat, it is owing to the inflammation being so trans- 
cendent, that the parts must die, if not speedily relieved. 

And though the system, under such circumstances, cannqt 
bear, perhaps, the abstraction of blood, yet it cannot support the 
action of stimuli. We are persuaded, there are few errors in 
practice greater than that founded on the belief, that when a 
disease will not bear depletion with profit, that it then absolutely 
requires the opposite treatment ; ana we are sure it has been the 
death of thousands. 

The supposed tendency to typhus in fevers of every description, 
when the patient has become weak, and especially if the tongue 
has become brown or dry, has led unhappily to the use of tonic 
and stimulating remedies, by far too many practitioners; for were 
the results of such treatment faithfully recorded, we are convinced 
there would be but little evidence in its favour — indeed, so con- 
fident are we on this subject, that we never fail to consider the 
cures of such a state of fever by this method, but as escapes . 

Let us illustrate the position wc have assumed, by taking part 
of cases IX. p. 89, and XXVII. p. 206, as related by Mr. Hey. 
On the tenth day of this patient’s disease, it is said, " she had had 
no sleep in the night, and was very restless, with some degree of 
delirium. We found her Incessantly talking, but could procure 
no answer from her to any question that was proposed. She 
refused all medicine. Pulse one hundred and twenty. 

“ In the course of the day, the abdomen became tumid, from 
flatus confined in the bowels: the tumefaction was unattended by 
pain or soreness, and entirely subsided as soon as evacuations 
were procured by an injection. 

“ Ten, P. M. she was in all respects worse. Her* urine came 
away involuntarily ; she had some rattling in her breathing, and 
appeared to be sinking. Pulse one hundred and thirty-two. 


Digitized by 


Google 



387 


PUERPERAL FEVER. 

Th irty drops spt. t Biker . sulph . were ordered to be given now and 
then , as a grateful cordial . 

“29th, (eleventh day of illness,) we were agreeably surprised 
to find our patient much better. During the night she had been 
able to retain her urine, and had made a large quantity with 
proper intervals. She was quite sensible, and more composed; 
and had regained the power of putting out her tongue, which 
before she had lost. Pulse one hundred and six, and the tongue 
continued clear. Ordered to take, at regular intervals, a draught 
of inf us. rosce. made with decoct, cinchonce, and to have occasion- 
ally Madeira wine . 

“ These favourable symptoms did not long continue. In the 
evening the pulse got up to one hundred and twenty, and the heat 
had increased. 

“From this time the patient became gradually weaker, her 
pulse was accelerated more and more, and her urine was again 
discharged involuntarily. She lived two days in a state of great 
anxiety and increasing restlessness, and died on Sunday night, 
the 1st of July,” that is, on the 15th day of the disease. 

On this case, so far as we have related, we shall offer a few 
remarks: on the eleventh day of this patient's illness, she was 
found to be suprisingly improved; all the favourable circum- 
stances, which usually announced the decline, or almost absence 
of the disease, were present. She was able to retain her urine, 
and which she made abundantly and properly, after its having 
passed from her involuntarily; she was sensible, after having been 
incoherent and stupid; her tongue became clean, and her pulse 
was reduced from a hundred and thirty-two to a hundred and six. 
She had regained the power of putting out her tongue, “ which 
before she had lost.” 

The day previously to this amendment she was extremely ill, 
as above stated ; she was then ordered the spt. tether. sulph. in 
small, but repeated, quantities. Now, is it not evident that the 
amendment of this patient was owing to tier being only very 
moderately stimulated by the aether? a stimulus, at the moment,, 
in point of power, exactly suited to the condition of the system \ 
and had the physicians been contented'to “ let doing well alone,” 
it is probable she would have recovered. Hut, over-anxious for 
their patient, they must prescribe several stimuli at onqe; namely, 
bark, wine, &c., and thus undo in a moment all they had so hap- 
pily achieved by their previous moderation; for Mr. Hey informs 
us, that “ these favourable symptoms did not continue long.” In 
this case, the system was evidently over-stimulated; andthe patient 
succumbed ; or, bad a free use of opium been made, it would, wo 
think, have been the congenial stimulant, for this article never 
acts more favourably than in peritoneal inflammation after ample 
depletion. Indeed, in many other inflammations, we have seen 
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its salutary influence when the other diffusible stimuli would have 
proved, most probably injurious. ^ V 

It may be said, that these favourable appearances now and tron 
take place, yet disappoint the hopes they have created — this may 
be the case in the early stage of the disease; but when these 
changes take plaee so late as the 11th day, we should be disposed 
to look upon them as announcing a return to health; and had this 
amendment been properly cherished, it might have terminated in 
it; especially as the pulse was so much rpduced in frequency, as 
to be at a hundred and six in the minute. 

Case XXVII., united on the 8th and 9th days, as many bad 
symptoms as are generally recorded upon such occasions; that is, 
* the pulse became more frequent, and the patient appeared more 
sunk. The abdomen remained much lumefled, but manifested 
but little sensibility upon pressure. She still complained chiefly 
pf the pain in her head.” 

On the 10th day, says Mr. Hey* “I accompanied the surgeon 
in the evening, to visit his patient. She appeared very low and 
her pulse was frequent and. feeble. Her tongue was dry and 
brmvn , and her teeth were in crusted with sordes. Her head was 
yet affected with pain, but she made but little complaint of her 
body. It was, however, enlarged, and* though not very tender, 
was sensible to pressure. The symptoms of active inflammation 
having given place to those of a typhoid character, the purga- 
tives, had been omitted, and the evacuations had consequently 
decreased. I recommended such a repetition of the purgative as 
might procure an evacuation about once in four hours, and a 
continuation of the saline mixture in a state of effervescence. The 
strength of the patient was supported by a light, but nutritious, 
diet, such as broths, jeHies, chocolate, and milk. 

This plan was regularly pursued fpr four days, and the patient 
was then convalescent. 

This case is full of valuable instruction in the treatment of this 
disease, and indeed of every other, where there is what is termed 
a “ tendency to typhus.”* It must be observed, that on the tenth 
day of the disease, there was what Mr. Hey himself considered 
a “ typhoid character: the tongue was dry and brown, and there 
was great weakness.” Yet, notwithstanding these evidences, he 
did not, as in the former case, goad the system to dissolution, by 
bark, wine, and other stimuli; on the contrary, he gave the sys- 
tem an opportunity of righting itself, by the abstraction of offen- 
sive matters from the bowels; and though he says he had omitted 
the purgatives, he yet “contrived to have a stoof once in four 
hours.” 

Now, will any dreader of typhus permit his patient to have 
six stools per diem, or give the neutral mixture by way of cor- 
dial? Certainly he will not — he will put bark, wine, ammonia, 
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&c. &c., in immediate requisition; and be rewarded for his anx- 
iety and exertions, by the loss of his patient. There is not the 
smallest doubt upon my mind, that Mr. Hey would have lost the 
patient last mentioned, as certainly as he did the other, had he 
had recourse to the same remedies.* 

It is truly a matter of surprise, that Dr. Leake did not profit 
more by his experience in the fever of the “ Westminster lying-in 
Hospital;” and by the freer use of the lancet, have saved most 
probably more patients, than his account of cases now exhibits. 
We have thought proper to make a scale of these cases, to show 
that the disease he had to encounter was comparatively a mild 
one, and would most probably have yielded in almost every in- 
stance to a more liberal plan of depletion. Dr. Leake had cer- 
tainly a correct notion of the nature of the disease; as his dissec- 
tions displayed to him in every instance the ravages of previous 
inflammation. Why his hand was withheld from the lancet, it is 
impossible to say; for had he examined the result of his own 
practice, he must have perceived, that the only instances of reco- 
very, (at least of those he has recorded,) were those in which 
bleeding and purging, to a greater or less extent, were employed ; 
and not a single instance of recovery when it was not employed. 
Wq have the histories of eighteen cases, the terminations of which, 
were as follow, viz : — 

Cases I. II. VII. VI IU IX. XII. XV. XVI., were bled and purged, and 
recovered. 

IV. Bled SEvtij. on or about the seventh day — died. 

V. Bled Jvj. on the third day ... died. 

XI. Bled 3yij. on the third day died. 

VI. VIII. X XIII. XIV. XVII. XVIIU not bled ; - - died. 

This little schedule speaks volumes as to the comparative 
modes of treatment. Out of theeleven patients which were bled, 
eight recovered ; and of the three who died, it may be truly said 
the bleeding could not be expected to have been successful — 
for it was employed both sparingly and late. Case IV, was 
seen by Dr. Hunter in private practice; and he thought, from the 
nature of the symptoms, it would be giving a chance to extract 
blood on the seventh or eighth day. This circumstance shpws 


* We are not informed, however, by Mr. Hey, of the motives which induced him 
not to employ the common routine of stimuli for his patient; but this is of no con* 
sequence as regards the event, as it establishes the principle insisted on ;• namely* 
that though a patient may not bear the loss of blood, or sustain other evacuations 
to the extent they had previously been employed, yet that she will bear them to a 
certain extent; and that she will sink tinder the action of stimuli, when urged be- 
yond a very moderate degree. 

t It may be proper to notice, that case VIII. is not cas^YIII. in Dr. Leake’s 
series ; it is included under the history of <v*se VII. 

t This case, like case VIII., mentioned above, is also recorded in ths history of 
case VII. See Treatise on Child- Bed Fever, Vol. II. 

33 * 
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the comparative mildness of the disease as it then appeared,; and 
Dr. Leake informs us, p. 57, that “ when the disease proved 
mortal, the patient generally died on the tenth or eleventh day of 
the attack ; consequently it should be looked upon as one of a 
mild type. ~ . 

In the epidemic so well described, and so successfully treated 
at Leeds by Mn Hey, the success was still greater, though the 
disease was of much greater malignity. For we are informed 
by Mr. Hey, that “ it was by no moans uncommon for the fever 
at Leeds, to finish its course in forty-eight hours ; and in many 
cases, it proved fatal in a much shorter time,” p. 165.' Yet, 
the success following the plan pursued by Mr. Hey, was consi- 
derably greafer than that which attended Dr. Leake, in a much 
milder form of the disease; and this success was owing to a 
bolder practice, and one better adapted to the nature of the com- 
plaint. 

Mr. Hey states, that “of fourteen patients treated without 
bleeding, only three recovered p. 165. And farther, that after 
“ I had determined to use bleeding in addition to purging, of thirty- 
three patients whom we, (he and his father,) attended, only three 
died ; the last twenty-six having recovered in uninterrupted suc- 
cession;” to this, he adds in a note, copious bleeding was used in 
all these cases except one, which was rather slight, and was 
cured by purging alone, p. 168. 

At Sunderland, where the disease was, perhaps, rather less 
malignant than at Leeds, Dr. Armstrong says, “ those patients 
who were copiously bled and purged, and vomited successively, 
were usually canvaleseent on the fourth or fifth day, and from 
that time regained their health and strength rapidly,” p. 73. 

He says, “ Of forty-three distinctly marked cases of puerperal 
fever, only five cases of the whole number terminated fatally. — 
The thirty-eight successful cases were all treated by copious 
depletions of one kind or another, and in twenty-nine of them, 
calomel was exhibited in doses of a scruple, or half-drachm, at 
the beginning, and occasionally repeated in the course of the dis- 
temper.” p. 70. 

Dr. Gordon* whose method of treating puerperal fever consists 
in large bleeding early in the. disease, and plentifully purging, with 
the interposition of opiates, informs us that in a fair trial of his 
method in fifty cases, only five died. And farther, that all the 
five died before he had discovered by the dissection of his fourth 
case, the true method of treating the disease^ and that of thirty 
patients treated in this way, not one died. 

It is evident, from all that can be collected from the history of 
puerperal fever, and all that is revealed by numerous dissections, 
that this disease consists of anjnflammation of some one portion 
of the peritoneum, and is not necessarily confined to any one 
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viscus.* But this inflammation may be more or less extensive ; 
it may be more or less, violent ; and it may run its course with 
greater or less rapidity as its type may chance to be. But, be 
it in extent unlimited or confined; be its mildness or violence 
what it may ; be its course rapid or slow, it nevertheless consists 
of inflammation of very important and influential structures of 
the human body; and requires for its extinction, extensive blood- 
lettings ; sometimes less than at others, but always liberal purging, 
with a most strict antiphlogistic regimen. This being premised, 
we shall go on to say a few words on. each of the most usual re- 
medial agents, as employed by the best authorities, and most ex- 
perienced practitioners in this complaint. 

.1. Bleeding. 

This remedy was first extensively employed by Dr. Gordon 
for the cure of the epidemic puerperal fever, which appeared at 
Aberdeen in the year 1789, and continued in that place, with 
more or less violence, until 1792. Soon after the appearance of 
this disease, he discovered that early and large bleeding, with 
very liberal purging, was almost sure to cure this complaint; but* 
that the first remedy cotild not be advantageously used after a 
certain period had elapsed ; consequently, its efficacy was con- 
fined to that stage of the disease which consists in an active in- 
flammation. If bleeding were performed after this active stage 
had passed, it was either ineffectual -or injurious; and on this ac- 
count it is proper, in a pathological, as well as in a therapeutical 
view, that we should ascertain the causes which render a diffe- 
rent plan of treatment necessary, as the disease progresses; for 
this purpose, we^shall divide its progress into three stages, each 
of which requires a certain modification of treatment. 

a,. Stage Firsts 

Dr. Armstrong makes but two stages of puerperal fever : but 
we are of opinion that a third is essential to the well-understand? 
ing of the disease. We are certain that an intermediate state, or 
stage, takes place in puerperal fever, between the cessation of. 
the inflammatory stage and the period of effqsion ; and, may be 
termed the “ gangrenous stage,’ j since it is at a time in which* 

* See page* 343-4. 

t We arc by no means satisfied with the term employed to designate the state 
of the.parts at this period of the disease: we use it, then, with a fall convictiorhthat. 
it does not express the idea which we would wish to convey. It is a state of a part 
which approaches death, but it is not death; because parts sometimes recover from 
it If properly managed, that is, if not over-stimulated, the powers of the system 
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the Vessels have not absolutely lost their life, though they are oq 
the very verge of it. It is at (his period that blood-letting can 
do no good, and stimulants will destroy. We shall have occa- 
sion to describe the stage more fully hereafter. - 

The third stage is that at which effusion takes plaoe, and at 
Which all remedies are, as a general rule* unavailing; 

Dr. Armstrong describes the first in the following manner:— 
The first stage is variable as to its duration,* sometimes ter- 
minating in a little more than twenty, and sometimes continuing 
as long as seventy hours, but always being shorter in the epi- 
demical, than in the peritonitic feverv’f 

It will be seen, at once, from the histories already given of this 
disease, that the duration of this stage must vary, not only as the 
disease may be sporadic ; but also, when it is epidemic, ^owing to 
the type which occult causes may impose upon it. In a practi- 
cal point of view, therefore, the limit of this stage must not be 
rigidly fixed by any certain number of hours. This stage, strictly 
speaking, consists in the duration of the active. state of inflamma- 
tion; and this will vary, as just observed, from the contingencies 
of season, constitution, age, epidemical influence, &c. In the 
epidemic described by Dr. Leake, this stage continued, in a num- 
ber of instances, much longer than .the greatest limit proposed by 
Dr. Armstrong; for, in a case in which Dr. Hunter was con- 
sulted,. (case IV.) he advised bleeding on the eighth day.j; 

It would be of great importance in. the treatment of this dis- 
ease,, were there certain, or infallible signs, which would charac- 
terize this stage. But, unfortunately, none such exist, with which 


may be each, as to recover tbe part from the condition .in' which over action had 
placed it. 

* It must be borne in mind that Dr* Armstrong is dedqcmg. hia stages from & 
particular epidemic; and, consequently, that the duration of them will only apply 
with strictness to that especial puerperal fever; .or,. rather, as the puerperal fever 
exhibited itself at that time and place* 

t By the 44 peritonitic fever,” we presume Dr. A. means the sporadic puerperal 
fever p as every body seems to agree that the latter is less violent in its symptoms, 
and less rapid in its course, than when this disease prevails as an epidemic. If 
this be not his meaning, we are certainly at a loss for it; since ho has declared, 
in the initial paragraph of his preface, that 44 under the common term puerperal 
fever, are comprehended bath 1 tbe ordinary peritoneal inflammation, and 4 tbe low 
malignant fever of lying-in women,* as these arc considered as modifications of 
the same disease.” Preface, p. 1. 

( We may also refer with advantage, as regards the treatment of this disease, 
to Mr. Hoy's twenty-seventh case. In this .case, he bled with much advantage, 
for the first time, on the fifth day; repeated* it on the evening of that day, and on 
the day following; yet Dr. Armstrong says, 44 he never dared to recommend blood- 
letting, when the disease had continued longer than rhirty hours,” p. 76. This 
declaration. of Dr. Armstrong is an additional, proof of how much importance it 
would be to have other marks, than the number of hours which may elapse, to 
judge of the continuance, or cessation, of the first stage of puerperal fever; for it. 
must be recollected, a9 before observed, that the fever at Leeds was rather more 
malignant than that of Aberdeen. 
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we are acquainted ; at least, none with so much certainty as to 
remove- all doubt. Under such circumstances, we are obliged to 
rely upon symptoms, though pretty strongly marked, yet must 
not be looked upon as unerring. 

The pulse, which, in most other inflammations, so faithfully 
directs us, here deserts us; at least, we cannot judge of it in 
puerperal fever, as irt pleurisy, or common fevers; as this dis- 
ease imposes a character upon it, which, with our present no- 
tions, would greatly mislead us. 

Mr% Hey says, “ the state of the pulse affords little information, 
eithfr as to the propriety of bleeding, or the quantity of blood 
proper to be taken away; and if we are deterred either by the 
apparent weakness »f the patient, by the feebleness and frequency 
of the pulse, or by any other symptom , from bleeding copiously, 
we shall generally fail to cure the disease, p. 161. 

This statement clearly shows, that neither Mr. Hey, nor those 
who have preceded, him, were in possession of any sign by which 
they could, with absolute certainty, determine the existence or 
termination of the first stage of this disease. The pulse, the 
cpmmon, and*, generally, the certain guide in other febrile affec- 
tions, we are warned not to rely upon,, for it will deceive us * on 
What, then, are we to rely? Mr. Hey says, “if the disease is 
dearly ascertained, no other consideration is of much import- 
ance, ^ p. 161. This assertion is not made with Mr. Hey’s usual 
caution and discrimination; for puerperal fever is still puerperal 
fever throughout its stages ; yet Mr. Hey is particular in other 
places, that the treatment of one stage should not be pursued in 
another. 

We are willing to admits that “the stale of the pulse affords 
little information,” in our present state of knowledge of that 
function; but we cannot be persuaded, but that every active 
morbid condition of the system, has a modifying influence upon 
the heart and arteries;, and which could be detected, were our 
powers of descrimination equal, to the necessity and usefulness of 
such a knowledge. In the disease ip question, a, disease of such 
deadly tendency, and rapid termination, the importance of the 
Structure which is its seal, the decided control it has over some 
of thi powers or actions of the heart and arteries, would lead us 
alrifdff necessarily to conclude, that the mode of action of these 
important viscera is peculiar, and every way highly character- 
istic in puerperal fever, did we but possess the tact to detect it. 

We would, therefore, earnestly caution the practitioner against 
being betrayed into an indifference about the state and character 
of the pulse, that the assertion of Mr. Hey would almost certainly 
lead to; and, on the contrary, would decidedly recommend to 
him the study of the pulse, and other signs in puerperal fever, 
with a hope, that the secret characters of peritoneal inflammation, 
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in' its various grades, may be detected ; and thus confer upon 
society a never-ending benefit. 

For, that there are characters of pulse in puerperal fever, (we 
must repeat,) we are persuaded ; and, that they are susceptible 
of development, we as confidently believe ; but to detect them 
with a certainty that may be useful, will perhaps require much 
experience and patient application, together with a most nice 
and discriminating touch. This faculty, (the touch,) like all our 
other faculties, may be much improved by well-directed disci- 
pline; its powers should, therefore, be carefully cultivated by the 
physician who is desirous of extending the benefits of his pro- 
fession to his fellow creatures. For, it is but by repeated trials 
and careful observation, that the faculty of discrimination can 
exist in an accurate or an exalted degree; and when it does not 
exist in such a degree, it cannot serve the purposes so much de- 
sired. 

Farther, the touch, like the other faculties, exists in various 
degrees of perfection, as an original condition; consequently, it 
is not, in every instance, susceptible of the same cultivation : but 
in all it is capable of much improvement; or at least with very 
few exceptions. We would, therefore, earnestly recommend the 
attempt. As illustrative of this point, and some others connected 
with the pulse, we think we cannot do better than to employ the 
language of Mr. Hunter upon this subject. 

“ The pulse is often as strong a sign of the state of the con- 
stitution as any other action that takes place in it, though it is 
not so always ; but, as the pulse has but one circumstance at- 
tending it that we can really measure, all the others being refer- 
rible to the sensation or feeling of the person who is the judge of 
it, the true state of the pulse is not easily ascertained. The 
knowledge of the soft, the hard, and the thrill, are such as can 
only be acquired with accuracy by the habit of feeling pulses in 
these different states, and, by many, is not to be attained ; for 
simple sensation in the minds of any two men is seldom alike. 

“ The late Dr. Hunter was a striking instance of this, for, 
though he was extremely accurate in most things, he could never 
feel that nice distinction in the pulse that many others did, and 
wa^ ready to suspect more nicety of discrimination than cap real- 
ly be found. Frequency of pulsation in a given time is measura- 
ble by instrument ; smartness or quickness in the stroke, With a 
pause, is measurable by the touch ; but the nicer peculiarities in 
the pulse are only sensations in the mind. I think I have been 
■*- certain of the pulse having a disagreeable jar in it, when others 
did not perceive it ; when they were only sensible of its frequency 
and strength : and it is, perhaps, this jar, that is the specific dis- 
tinction between constitutional disease or irritation and health. 
Frequency of pulsation m?y often arise from stimulus, but the 
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stroke will then be soft ; yet softness is not to be depended on as 
a mark of health : it is often a sign of dissolution; but then there 
must be other attending symptoms.” Treatise on the Blood, 
Am. ed. p. 265. 

From what has been said, it is evident that the touch is more 
or less perfect in its condition, as an original sense; and that it is 
capable of much improvement in its powers of discrimination ; 
and from what follows, it will be found there is much to learn of 
the various conditions of the pulse, as depending upon the nature, 
seat, and force of disease ; and that the opinion, that the state of 
the heart and arteries, if duly distinguished, may lead to the 
knowledge of the condition, or state of morbid action, in any 
particular structure of the body, is not altogether chimerical. To 
prove this, we shall continue our quotation from that high au- 
thority, Mr. Hunter. 

“ In the consideration of the peculiarities of the pulse, it is always 
necessary to observe, that there are two powers always acting 
to produce them, the heart and the arteries ; that one part of the 
pulse belongs to the heart alone, another to the arteries alone, and 
a third is a compound of both. But the action of the heart and 
arteries do not always correspond ; the heart may be in. a state 
of irritation, and act quickly in its systole, while the arteries may 
be acting slowly; for the heart must be considered as local, while 
the vessels must be considered universal, or even constitutional. 
The stroke, which is the pulse, with the number of them that are 
made in a given time, whence the pulse is commonly called quick 
or slow, their regularity or irregularity, as to time, and the quick- 
ness of the stroke itself, belongs to the heart. The quickness of 
the heart’s action often takes place, though the pulsations are not 
frequent, which gives a kind of rest or halt to the artery, or pulse, 
especially if the pulse be not frequent. The hardness, the vibra- 
tory thrill, the slowness of the systole, with the fulness and small- 
ness of the pulse, belong to the arteries. As the pulse arises from 
the solids, or the machine, its stale will be of course according 
to the nature of the machine at the time ; and is, therefore, ca- 
pable of being, in either of these states, natural and diseased . 

“In most diseases of the constitution, whether originating from 
it, or arising in consequence of diseases of parts, where the con- 
stitution becomes affected by sympathy, the pulse is altered from 
a natural to a diseased state, the degree of which will be regu- 
lated by those affections. This alteration is commonly so con- 
stant, and so^regularly of the nature of the disease, that it is 
one of the first modes of intelligence we have recourse to, in out: 
inquiries into its nature; but alone it is not always a certain • 
guide.” 

“ The varieties which the pulse admits of, are several. It is 
increased in its number of strokes, or is it diminished. It is re- 
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gular, or it is irregular, as to time in its stroke it is (juick in its 
stroke, or diastole, and slow in its systole. It is hard in its dias- 
tole, and it vibrates in its systole. » 

“ In most cases, probably where the constitution is in a state 
of irritation, the pulse will be quick and frequent in its number 
of strokes in a given time, and the artery will become hard, from 
a constant o t spasmodic contraction of its muscular coats, so as 
to give the feel of hardness to the touch ; besides which the dias- 
tole of the artery is not regularly uniform and smooth, but pro- 
ceeds by a vast number of stops, and interruptions, which are so 
quick as to give the feel of a vibration, or what we could express 
a thrilI. ,, lb. / 

These quotations are sufficient to prove, that the condition of 
the artery in disease, as regards its volume, its firmness, its soft- 
ness, its frequency, or its peculiarities of action, very much de- 
pends upon the nature of the disease, which imposes the altera- 
tion ; and that the diseased action itself will be influenced by the 
particular structure or structures, 'which are the seat of it. If 
this be true, and we can see no reasonable doubt of it, it seems 
to follow, that fhe peritoneum, in a state of inflammation, will 
give to the heart and arteries a character of action which ex- 
clusively belongs to tfiat condition of this membrane; and that 
the actions of the artery will of course vary, with the varying 
condition of the part or parts inflamed. 

As regards ourselves, we profess to have much reliance upon 
the pulse in all acute affections of the body; and almost always 
make it the guide of our prescriptions; yet we confess we have 
less dependence upon it in puerperal fever, than in any other dis- 
ease with which we are acquainted. Not perhaps, because it 
is unfaithful :n its reports of the condition of the system, but be- 
cause, we fear, we do not exactly understand them. The study 
of the pulse, therefore, in puerperal fever is almost a new one ; 
and we most earnestly recommend it to those, who may almost 
constantly have the charge of females, with a firm conviction 
that they will be amply repaid for their labours.* But to return. 
We would ask, what is the evidence that the first stage has 
run its course? This is an important question; and one, from 
our present data, that cannot, we fear, be answered satisfactorily 
Hitherto this condition of the disease has been inferred; rather 
than ascertained. It has been inferred, from the little advantage 
in some cases, and the marked injury in others, of blood-letting; 
and this is probably the amount of information upon the subject; 

* Mr. Travers says, that the pulse of real fever does not exceed a certain limit, 
and that consists with a property of distinctness. When it is innumerable, and 
from that eause indistinct, it ceases to be fever ; it is a powerless automatic mo- 
tion, and has neither the characteristics of heat of surface nor obstruction of the 
general secretory system. 
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hence, perhaps, the rule for withholding the lancet in certain epi- 
demical puerperal fevers, being regulated by hours ; for it would 
seem, that in each individual epidemic of this nature, there is a 
period, ceeteris paribus, at which the first stage runs its course, 
and this period has been signified by hours, because, when the 
disease had continued beyond this time, and blood-letting resorted 
to, it either proved unavailing or mischievous; consequently, the 
fifst stage was supposed to be past. 

Thus, Dr. Gordon would not promise success from bleeding, 
if the disease had continued from twelve to twenty hours ; be- 
cause this was probably the average period for the first stage, 
in the Aberdeen epidemic; and Dr. Armstrong says, he has 
“ never dared to recommend it when the disease had continued 
longer than thirty hours,” p. 76, because in the Sunderland epi- 
demic, this may have been the period for the change, from the 
first to the second stage, &c. 

It is true, that Dr. Armstrong has attempted the character of 
the first stage, by detailing certain symptoms, and has perhaps 
succeeded better than any one else, in defining and ascertaining 
its bounds; nevertheless, he must not be considered as being alto- 
gether successful. It is, however, a praiseworthy attempt ; and 
he is entitled to the thanks of the profession, for the lucid manner 
in which he has treated the subject. 

u In the first stage,” he says, “ after the rigours have ceased, 
the pulse is hardly ever less than one -hundred and twenty, and 
sometimes, though, as far as I have observed, very seldom, as 
high as one hundred and forty in a minute; the blood does not 
seerp to flow in a soft, easy, and natural current, but comes 
against the finger with a kind of vibratory motion, and more 
than ordinary pressure is commonly required to stop its course 
along the artery, which feels rather hard and tense. The skim 
is dry, and hotter than natural; the patient complains of great 
pain and soreness of the abdomen, breathes nearly forty times in 
the minute, vomits mucus and bile, is generally bound in the belly, 
has a white dry tongue, considerable thirst, and labours under 
all the restlessness and irritation of fever,” p. 59. 

This description looks as if it were every way competent to 
the purposes for which it is designed; yet there is not a symp- 
tom; well defined as it seems to be, that may not accompany the 
second stage, if we except, perhaps, “ rigour,” which must be 
looked upon, when it takes place, as the initial symptom of the 
constitutional affection, and is of short duration.* 

The pulse is said to be from one hundred and twenty to one 

* Dr. Armstrong, however, includes ohilts in his second stage : to have mado 
these characteristics, he should have added, that these chills are not followed im- 
mediately by a sense of increased heat. 

34 
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hundred and forty strokes in a minute; so it happens in some 
instances of the second stage: and Dr. Gordon says, he has bled 
in some cases with good effect, when the pulse has been one hun- 
dred and sixty; therefore, if bleeding with advantage be the 
proof of the presence of the first stage, the second cannot be 
characterized by a pulse of one hundred and forty; since one 
hundred and sixty have been witnessed during the first stage. Jn 
Mr. Hev’s case, (3d,) the pulse is recorded to be at between one 
hundred and thirty and one hundred and forty on the fifth day 5 
and at a time, when all hope was abandoned ; and it was but one 
hundred and forty-four, (a number considerably within the range, 
at which Dr. Gordon says he has bled profitably,) a short time 
before death. Mr. Hey’s case, (5th,) terminated fatally in thirty- 
five hours; and its commencement "was accompanied with a 
full strong pulse.” In his Oth case, the pulse was one hundred^ 
and thirty in the last stage. We might furnish many more cases* 
of similar import; but these are sufficient to prove, that the num- 
ber of pulsations of the artery in a_ given time, will neither mark 
the fiTst, nor characterize the second stage of this disease. 

We should place much more reliance on that peculiarity of 
the pulse which Dr. Armstrong describes, " where the blood does 
not seem to flow in a soft, easy, natural current,” &c. ; if it were 
found to be a constant symptom, and to be detected with cer- 
tainty by even close attention, as it seems to countenance the 
opinion hinted above, that the inflammatory stage most probably 
is accompanied by a distinctive arterial action, however eva- 
nescent it may be in duration, or however difficult of detection. 

The state of the skin is very much less characteristic than 
even the pulse; for in the first stage it is frequently moist, nay, 
wet? and in the second, it is both hot and dry. The pain and 
soreness of the abdomen often continue through the whole dis- 
ease; and though never absent from the first stage, it is never- 
theless constantly present in the second. The breathing is not 
more decisive; vomiting is less frequent in the first than in the 
second stage. The tongue affords no criterion ; it remains some- 
times as described above, until death closes the scene. Thirst is 
sometimes insatiable in the last stage; and the restlessness and 
irritation from fever attend sometimes to the last moment. 

We should, however, place some reliance upon the character 
of the pain and soreness, mentioned as belonging to the first 
stage: it is generally of an acute, pungent kind; more easily 
excited by pressure at one portion of the abdomen than another; 
and very frequently confined to the hypogastrium ; there may be 
some swelling from the very commencement, which is sure to 
.augment as the disease gains ground, giving to the hand the sen- 
sation of more or less solidity ; but the distention is never exces- 
sive during this stage; is obedierit to the influence of remedies/ 
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fay diminishing Id size and sensibility; provided, tbe remedies, 
exert a control over the disease, generally. The patient is some- 
times disposed, and sometimes does, turn upon her side; though 
obviously inclined to maintain her position/for the most part, 
upon her back; because the abdominal muscles, by being relaxed, 
moderate pain. 

It would appear, then, that the first, or inflammatory stage of 
puerperal fever, the stage in which bleeding has been so emi- 
nently successful, has no discovered character by which it can 
be distinguished from the second, in which this operation is for- 
bidden, after the lapse of a few hoiirs. This circumstance we 
must regard as unfortunate, but perhaps not without remedy : for 
’we must still insist, that there cannot be such a departure from 
the usual economy of the system, as to make puerperal fever the 
only exception. We must be borne with, therefore, if we still 
persist in recommending to physicians a more exclusive devotion 
and Study of the several stages of this disease, that their now hid- 
den characters may be developed. 

The rules which are to govern the loss of blQod in this com- 
plaint, are therefore, necessarily reduced to rather uncertain and 
narrow limits ; and are more dependent upon contingencies, than 
fixed principles. These rules are comprised in the following 
directions : — 

1. Bleed as early in the disease as possible. But, 

2. Bleed at that time, as much as the system will well bear. 

3. Repeat, pro re nata. 

1st. Every practitioner is aware of the difficulty which almost 
constantly attends the execution of the first direction : this arises 
from several causes; but neither of which is absolutely insur- 
mountable. First; to the initial symptoms of the disease being 
frequently mistaken for the common occurrences of child-bed — 
if chill attend, as is most common, or if fever ensue without it, 
it is commonly attributed to the “coming of the milk,” or that 
ephemeral, called M the weed ;” or to some slight exposure, or 
unforeseen negligence. Second ; to the desire on the part of the 
nurse to be thought competent to any little indisposition incident 
to this period of child-bed. Third; to the consequence of this 
belief of the nurse; losing thereby much lime in witnessing the 
effects of her own remedies. Fourth ; to the fear of censure at- 
taching to the nurse for any indisposition by which her patient 
may be attacked ; therefore withholding early information. Fifth ; 
to an ignorance of the nature and fatal tendency of the disease. 
Sixth ; if pain commence early, to its being mistaken for after- 
pains. 

For the reasons just assigned, it will, in very many cases, be 
out of the physician’s power to treat the disease aa early, t or as 
vigorously, as its ferocity demands; therefore he should prevent, 
as far as possible, the operation of the above causes, whenever 
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the necessity may exist, by following thp plan adopted by Mr. 
Hey during the prevalence of the puerperal fever at Leeds. He 
requested to be sent for “ without delay, on the accession of 
shivering or unusual pain.” But he adds, “Notwithstanding my 
urgent request, I was seldom called until some hours after the at* 
tack,” p. 76. This declaration diminishes our hopes of early ap- 
plications, it is true; but the plan should be tried, as it is the only 
one we can adopt for the end proposed. 

We have already mentioned the latest periods in the opinions 
of several of the best authorities on this subject, at which it would 
be useful or proper to bleed ; we, also’, attempted to show, that 
these directions were founded upon experience, or rather experi- 
ment, upon different occasions; that, though there were discre- - 
pancies in appearance in these statements, yet there were none 
in reality; as the conclusions were drawn from individual experi- 
ence, in each of the epidemics, of which they gave the histories, 
and, consequently, that neither the short periods of Armstrong 
and Gordon, nor the more extended ones of Denman and Hey, 
should be taken for absolute guides. 

Therefore, in every instance of puerperal fever, especially if 
epidemic, as well as in sporadic cases, there may be a difference 
of peroid at which it might be proper to bleed; and that this 
period should be discovered as early as possible, and its limits 
ascertained with as much precision as it is susceptible of. For, 
by this means, we may extend the benefits of this operation be- 
yond what might at first be expected, as well as be prevented 
from doing mischief by it, if too late employed* 

As regards, then, the period after the attack at whicff we are 
to draw blood, it is a concurrent opinion, the earlier, most de- 
cidedly the better : as respects the one, at which this would no 
longer be useful, we have but very uncertain marks; therefore, 
much must be left to the experience and judgment of the practi* 
tioner who may have the care of the case. 

2. Having ascertained the propriety of blood-letting in the early 
period of the disease, the questions next in importance are, first, 
what quantity must be drawn ; and secondly, must it be repeated, 
and when, or under What circumstances? 

AU the writers who have treated this disease with adequate 
boldness, prescribe the loss of a given quantity of blood; thus, 
Gordon, Hey, and Armstrong, limit it from twenty to thirty 
ounces; believing that less will not answer, and more is not gene- 
rally required.* In this country, we are not in the habit pf regu- 

* Dr. Armstrong says, ‘Uhe quantity of blood drawn at once in puerperal fever, 
should seldom bo less than twenty-four ; and, perhaps, never more than thirty 
ounces,” p. 76. 

Dr. Gordon says, 11 1 have limited lire quantity of blood nooessary to be taken 
away, and fixed the time when taking away that quantity will cure. Thus, I 
found that twenty-four ouncee of blood, taken away at one bleeding, within six or 
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lating w* bleedings by ounces ; in severe illness we almost alto- 
gether regulate the quantity by its effects; and we are disposed 
to believe thia to be the safer, and the more efficient plan. For 
it is not to be supposed that every constitution will be affected 
precisely alike ; nor that the disease, in every constitution, will 
yield to exactly the same force of remedies. In one instance, 
perhaps a less quantity than twenty or thirty ounces might be 
sufficient, while another might require a mqch larger quantity; 
therefore, in the one more blood may be drawn than is absolute) v 
necessary, (though we confess it to be erring on the safer sidej) 
and in the other, which is much more material, an inadequate 
quantity is too confidently relied upon. 

As regards our own practice, in such cases, we have always 
abstracted as much as the system would well bear ; that is, until 
'the pulse was'changed, pain abated, fever diminished, and there 
was a disposition to syncope. These alterations would take place 
sometimes frckn the loss of a smaller, and sometimes a larger 
quantity, of hlood i but, until these did take place, we could not 
flatter ourselves that we had strangled, or, perhaps, even weak- 
ened, the disease ; but this we always attempted, did it require 
only twenty ounces, or did it demand forty. 

In constitutions wont to faint from the loss of a little blood, 
we cannot always get at one bleeding the necessary quantity; 
the operation is, therefore, to be repeated so soon a$ the system 
reacts with decided force; unless all the expected relief be ob- 
tained by that which has already been done. We do not wait 
for the lapse of any certain number of hours to repeat the bleed- 
ing; for we are persuaded, in doing so, we permit the disease to 
gain ground : we should, therefore, draw it as quickly as the state 
of reaction will permit, if the symptoms continue. 

Dr. Armstrong says, fc ‘ If the patient, as sometimes happens, 
faint under the first operation, when only four or five. ounces of 
blood have been taken away, unless there be an abatement of all 
the'urgent symptoms, another vein ought to be opened, after the 
lapse of one or two hours, and about twenty ounces taken in a 
full stream,” p* 78*. 

We would ask, why we should “ wait an hour or two ” in this 
case,i*efore we repeat the bleeding? the answer may be, because 
there. is “ an abatement of all the urgent symptoms: 9 ’ this, we 
admit, will almost certainly be the case during the temporary 
prostration of the system, but no longer, in some instances; as 

eight hoars after the attack of the disease, together with a single purgative, never 
failed, at once, to cure the puerperal fever,** p. 84. On this, Mr. Hey makes the 
following remarks:- •* Though I have found great advantage from the roles laid 
down by Dr. Gordon, yet it is incumbent upon me to say, that they were not always 
infallible, either as to the quantity of blood which was necessary for the cure, or 
the time within which it should be taken,** p. 156. 

34 * 
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there is commonly a renewal of all the more violent symptoms-? 
the moment reaction is re-established v therefore the period of re- 
action should be the rule. For, in some remarkable cases, this 
state of fainting may continue beyond the period prescribed, when 
it would be highly injudicious to repeat the bleedirig.; while in 
others, reaction may take place in a few minutes: in such a case, 
it would be losing precious lime to wait an hour or two” for 
the second bleeding; and in the other we might draw blood at 
an improper moment. Besides, the rule we nave laid down is 
void of all ambiguity. 

3d. The necessity for farther bleeding must be determined by 
the existence and urgency of the original symptoms; such as 
fever, with accelerated pulse; vomiting; heat; and pain without 
much swelling. Indeed, as far as our experience will warrant 
the deduction, the state of the abdominal swelling, and the de- 
gree of acute pain without much distention of the abdomen, are 
much more certain marks of the continuance of active inflamma- 
tion, or the first stage, than any other we are acquainted with ; 
and that it is much safer to rely upon them than upon the pulses 
because, the various conditions of the latter, are but very ill un- 
derstood. So far these circumstances have directed Us, and, we 
may add, successfully. We have already declared, however, that 
our experience has not been extensive.* 

Our rule hitherto has been, when the first bleeding, w hich, as 
we have observed, we always make a very liberal one if called 
to the disease early, does not abate the severity of the symptoms 
in three or four hours, to repeat it without hesitation: but not to 
the extent of the first, as evidences of its influence manifest them- 
selves before an equal quantity is drawn. Nor do we limit it to_ 
this single repetition ; for, if the disease be not abated in severity, 
we know of no other general remedy that has the slightest con- 
trol over it. And we are persuaded that the farther abstraction 
of blood is necessary, either from the arm, or locally, by leeches. 

It is, however, to be understood, that purging is to be immediately 
commenced after the first bleeding, and persevered in, as we 
shall direct more particularly, presently. 

fl£r..Hey’s rule is, “if the pain and soreness of the abdomen 
aj$ npt removed, or very materially alleviated, in six hours, the 
bleeding ought to be repeated ; nor should a considerable degree 
of faintness, or even deliquium, make us suppose that farther 
bleeding is either unsafe or unnecessary. In short, I know not 
from any experience of my own, that scarcely any other limit 
should be put to the quantity of blood* than the removal, or con- 

* The reader writ readily understand the reason of thia, by what bae already 
been said of the tare appearance of ibis dieeaee i a ibis city. 
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siderable diminution of the paii£ provided all that is requisite be 
drawn within twelve hours of the first evacuation,” p. 161. 

We think the plan just mentioned, a very good one; though 
We should prefer making the interval rather shorter, provided 
the symptoms continue to be urgent ; for we are well persuaded 
nothing is gained by delay, unless there be an abatement of the 
symptoms ; and we believe that this should be the rule uj^on most 
occasions. The temporary amendment procured by the bleeding 
must not be mistaken for such a reduction of the disease as to 
render the repetition unnecessary ; for, if there be a renewal of 
all the distressing symptoms, the disease must be considered as 
being still in full force, .though the rapidity of its march may be 
a little abated by what has already been done. 

We must object to an entire conformity with Mr. Hey’s pro- 
viso, namely, that “ all the blood designed to be drawn should be 
within twelve hours of the first evacuation for we are persuaded 
we have seen bleeding do much good after a much longer period, 
where the force of the disease has been abated by the preceding 
evacuations. For it is but reasonable to suppose, even in the 
puerperal fever, which runs its course rapidly, that the tendency 
to disorganization will be diminished by proper remedies; there- 
fore, a greater latitude, as regards hours, we think, may be per- 
mitted, provided the symptoms do not display the same intensity, 
yet evidently remain unsubdued. 

Dr. Armstrong discovers still greater apprehension of repeating 
the bleeding. He says, “ the quantity of blood drawn at once in 
puerperal fever, should seldom be less than twenty-four ounces; 
but a repetition of venesection ought, if possible, to be avoided, 
though occasionally it may be absolutely necessary ; and when 
this is the case, there should be as short an interval as possible 
between the first and second bleeding,” p. 76. Why this direc- 
tion shonld be guarded by the condition, “ absolutely necessary ,” 
we cannot say, as we presume, in such cases, when employed, it 
is always absolutely necessary. 

We are very desirous, on practical points,, not to mislead, by 
attaching too'mneh importance to any mode or plan we may 
have adopted for the clire of a disease, when* in our own opinion, 
that plan hhs not been sufficiently tested by experience. On this 
account, we fed that we are not in possession of any infallible 
marks, by which we can distinguish the two early stages of this 
disease from each other, better than those who have preceded us. 
We can, therefore, only give a detail of such circumstances as 
have hitherto directed us in the treatment of the disease in ques- 
tion, and have led us to suppose we were generally correct 

We believe, that puerperal fever consists in a most active in- 
flammation of the peritoneum ; and that this inflammation* if left 
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to itself, or timidly encountered, or if aggravated by improper 
treatment, will run its first stage with great rapidity.. That its 
second stage consists in the termination of the previous inflam- 
matory stage, in that stale known by the term “gangrene;” 
which is always of short duration; for if either retraces its steps 
to inflammation or resolution, or terminates in profuse effusions 
within the cavity of the abdomen. That the only chance of re- 
covery, arises from the immediate extinction of the inflammation 
by resolution ; and that, when this is not effected, death will al- 
most inevitably ensue; for, unless the inflammatory stage can be 
cured, the attempts for the relief of the others, is altogether con- 
tingent; as all experience, or with extremely rare exceptions, is 
much against favourable results from any mode of treatment hi- 
therto pursued. 

We have thought it safe and necessary to bleed in puerperal 
fever, as long as the pulse possessed any firmness; the abdomen 
great tenderness and acuteness of feeling, or severe occasional 
pain; provided the distention was not great; and while the mam- 
mae secreted milk, or they retained a certain degree of fulness, 
and especially, if the woman exhibit the feelings of a mother to- 
wards her Child. We have not always chosen to draw the blood 
by the lancet; we have sometimes preferred the employment of 
leeches, and the quantity drawn by them to be regulated by ounces, 
and not by the number of leeches.* 

We desist from abstracting blood in any way, when wo believe 
our second stage is about to take place, or has actually occurred ; 
this stage, Dr. Armstrong has very well characterized in the ge- 
neral ; we shall therefore repeat it, and make such observations 
as we thing the case requires. 

44 In the second stage, the pulse is never under one hundred 
and forty, and frequently rises above one hundred and sixty in 
the minute, while it is always exceedingly variable, weak, and 
compressible; the tenderness of the belly is usually much dimi- 
nished, and the fulness increased ; cold partial perspirations first 
break out about the face, neck, and extremities ; the centre of the 
body, particularly the surface of the abdomen, remaining dry, 
and of a pungent heat, for some time afterwards. The patient 
rarely shivers much, but has repeated chills; vomits dark* gra- 
ft The size of the leech in this country not orfly varies very much, but also arc 
very small when compared with the European leeches. Dot the leccber* here 
soon become acquainted will* the capacities of these animals, and will very accu- 
rately determine, by an average, the quantity of blood they will abstract. As 4 
general rule, however, eight American leeches will be required to draw an ounce 
of blood, so that the calculation is easily made. These animals should be applied 
to the abdomen generally, but a greater number ehould be placed upon the moot 
painful portions of it, or, they may be placed with advantage upon the inner surface 
of the thighs,. 
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mous matter; seldom breathes less than sixty times in a minute; 
has generally a loose belly, a brown, black, or reddish parched 
tongue; unquenchable thirst, tremulous, hands, lightness and 
swimming in the head, confusion of thought, or delirium; and 
several hours before death, a remarkably relaxed, cold, damp 
skin,” p. 59. 

In this account. Dr. Armstrong has confounded the " gangre- 
nous stage” with the “ stage of effusion ;” some of the symptom* 
belonging to the one, are blended with those belonging to the 
other, which, for the sake of precision, should be separated, as 
tbe stages are not equally desperate; for the gangrenous may 
admit of remedy, or at least it is not absolutely fatal. It is, how- 
ever, a stage necessarily replete with danger, though it may not 
always eventuate in death, unless goaded to it by a mistaken 
theory, or a false pathology. It is the stage in which bleeding 
can never be proper; and the one in which stimulants must be 
forbidden. It is the one in which we must always rely upon the 
powers of tbe system ; and, consequently, from which we must 
not look for many recoveries, though we may have a right to ex- 
pect, now and then, an escape. 

We will presently attempt to separate the symptoms, which in 
our opinion, mark these two stages. 


2. Of Purging. 

Nothing can be said in favour of this remedy in this disease: 
mild aperients may be occasionally useful. 


8. Of Emetics . 

In favour of emetics in puerperal fever, agreeably to a plan 
suggested by M. Doulcet, there is the most extraordinary testimo- 
ny ever presented to the public. In 1782, tbe king of France 
directed " the Royal Medical Society of Paris,” to make a Re- 
port upon the memoir ot this gentleman, containing “ a new me- 
thod of treating puerperal fever.” This report declares, that 
“ puerperal fever had made its appearance more frequently than 
ever in the Hotel Dieu of Paris, since the year 1774; and that 
it had always proved fatal to every person it attacked. . They 
farther report, that, in four months, during which this epidemic 
disease, raged with great fury, nearly two hundred women were 
saved to society by Doulcet’s new method of treatment.” — 
Clarke’s Essays, p. 106. 

M. Doulcet’s method of cure M consists in taking the advan- 
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tage of the moment of attack, and giving, without losing an in- 
stant of time, fifteen grains of ipecacuanha, in two doses, at the 
distance of an hour and a half from each other, and repeating 
them again the next day, in the same manner, whether the vio- 
lence of the symptoms be abated or not; and if the disease should 
continue much the same, they are repeated again the third, and 
even the fourth day, according as the case may require. In the 
intervals between the doses, the effect of the ipecacuanha is kept 
up by a potion composed of two ounces of oil of sweet almonds, 
one ounce of sirup of marsh mallows, and two grains of Kermes 
mineral. The common drink is linseed tea, or an infusion of 
Scorzenera root, edulcorated with sirup of althaea; and towards 
the seventh or eighth day of the disease^ the patient takes a mild 
purgative, which is repeated three or four times according to the 
exigency of the case. The efficacy of this method of cure con- 
sists wholly in its early application, namely, in the moment when 
the disease first commences; and though experience has since 
taught us, that the loss of a few hours is not always irreparable, 
yet it seldom happens that ipecacuanha has the same complete 
success, when the first moment of attack is lost.” — Whitehead’s 
Translation of Doulcet’s Method, &c., as quoted by Hull; 
Treatise on Phleg. Dol. p. 207. See M. Desormeaux’s Account, 
p. 417. 

The simplicity of M. Doulcet’s plan has much to recommend 
it ; and if its efficacy had been equal in other places, and in other 
epidemical puerperal fevers, as it was in that of the Hotel Dieu, 
it would be irresistible. But, unfortunately for the interests of 
humanity, the success of this plan has been very much confined 
to the hands of its inventor. In the early part of our practice, 
we adopted this plan in two or three instances, but it failed alto- 
gether; neither of the patients having survived the fifth day. 
And Dr. Clarke says, 44 A repetition of vomits on the plan sug- 
gested by M. Doulcet, has been attended with obvious disadvan- 
tage. — The agitation of vomiting* by the necessary pressure made 
on the contents of the cavity during their operation, has always 
aggravated the pain, and tends farther to exhaust the powers of 
the woman, already sufficiently reduced.” Essays, p. 161. 

This accords precisely with what was observed in the use of 
emetics, in the few cases in which we exhibited them. And this 
consequence can always be deduced, when vomiting is an attend- 
ant on puerperal fever; we have never known either the sponta- 
neous or provoked puking produce a favourable change in the 
disease, though we havd occasionally witnessed temporary relief, 
when bile or other offensive substances have been thrown from 
the stomach. 

It niav be asked how it has happened, that emetics in the 
hands of M. Doulcet should have been invariably successful, and 
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fail ao constantly in the hands of others ? This question, it would 
be difficult perhaps to answer satisfactorily ; but we may suggest, 
that it might have depended altogether upon some peculiarity of 
the epidemic itself, but of which peculiarity we have no know- 
ledge. It was certainly of less rapid course than those of Aber- 
deen or Leeds; for the seventh or eighth day is mentioned, as 
if it were a common period to arrive; and also, that they found 
by experience that the loss of a few hours was not irreparable; 
tne very reverse of the two epidemics just named. It seems to 
have borne a strong resemblance to that which attacked the 
« Westminster lying-in Hospital,” and of which we have an ac- 
count by Dr. Leake. 

The occasional use of emetics is recommended by Dr. Den- 
man, who seems to be convinced of their utility ; yet it would 
appear that the benefit procured by them was but temporary, and 
entirely dependent upon the condition of the stomach. For he 
says, “ if a sickness, loathing of stomach, or offensive taste in the 
mouth attend the commencement of the disease, this medicine, 
(the antimonial powder,) never fails to occasion vomiting, and 
the patient, with a countenance strongly expressive of the benefit 
she has received, will attest the advantage of the method pur- 
sued.” But it must be remarked that Dr. D., in no instance, re- 
lies upon this method exclusively ; for he says, 44 at the same time 
that we avail ourselves of the advantage of the antimonial pow- 
der, we mu9t not neglect the use of those means which contribute 
to procure immediate ease or relief to the patient.” Introd. p. 
SSI. 

From what has just been said, we must not be led into the 
belief, that the nausea, and bad taste in the mouth are always in- 
dicative of the oppressed state of the stomach, and that this con- 
dition woold be relieved by puking; for we must, in such cases, 
be careful to distinguish between the sickness, occasional vomit- 
ing, and disgust ; which may arise from something offensive in 
the stomach, and the vomiting, &c., which is really sometimes a 
symptom of the disease. The first rarely occurs but in th^ very 
commencement^of the disease, while the other only appears from 
one to several days after. 

The vomiting, which really belongs to the disease, is seldom 
accompanied by the discharge of crudities from the stomach; it 
merely procures the discharge of mucus, and the drinks taken 
down a short time before. This vomiting arises, either from the 
stomach sympathizing with the inflamed peritoneum at a dis- 
tance from it, or from its own covering being the seat of it; 
both of which, when this happens, constitute a part of the dis- 
ease, and, of course, can only be aggravated by the use of 
emetics. 

Dr. Armstrong is decidedly in favour of emetics: he says, “ In 
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addition to bleeding and purging, Mr. Gregson was induced from 
an accidental circumstance, to prescribe antimonial emetics, and 
on repeated trials, fully proved them to be excellent auxiliaries, 
never using them, however, till the patient had been freely bled 
and purged; and this is certainly the best way of administering 
them in puerperal fever. Three very severe cases which I at- 
tended, were treated by blood-letting, purging, and vomiting, 
successively employed in less than twelve hours, and the united 
influence of these remedies was certainly very striking, a com- 
plete change having been brought about in the circulatory sys- 
tem and almost every symptom of inflammation and fever en- 
tirely subdued/’ p. 68. Mr. Gregson, in his communication to 
Dr. Armstrong says, “ My attention was particularly turned to 
the usefulness of emetics, from an accidental occurrence in a 
case, in which purgative medicines had been given to a consi- 
derable extent, without completely relieving the pain and tender- 
ness of the abdomen ; which, however, were soon removed by 
free vomiting, occasioned by a large dose of calomel and jalap. 
And, from that period, I have repeatedly used anatomonials, 
with the intention of exciting nausea or vomiting, when bleeding 
and purging, or when purging, alone, had been premised,” p. 113. 
Yet, it appears to us, from all we can learn, that emetics are of 
doubtful efficacy as principal remedies; and we are scarcely dis- 
posed to look upon them as useful auxiliaries. 


4. Blisters . 

Considerable diversity of opinion exists with regard to the 
propriety of applying blisters in puerperal fever- Dr. Clarke 
thinks them* inconvenient, and of very doubtful efficacy, if not 
injurious. Dr. Armstrong is of opinion they may be useful, if 
applied before the second stage commences; but confesses that 
since he had bled and purged so freely, that he had rarely found 
it nec^sary to employ them. Mr. Hey considers them incon- 
venient ; and that they will seldom be necessary ; but has thought 
them useful if applied before the last stage. See Chap, on In- 
flammation of the Uterus. 

Our own opinion is, that they are less useful in this inflamma- 
tion, than in any other : we have used them formerly, but have 
abandoned them altogether of late yearsi because they are ai- 
rways extremely inconvenient, where the patient is to be so fire* 
quently disturbed by the operation of purgative medicine, and 
never, as far as we have seen, decidedly useful. If they are em- 
ployed, it should be after the first or second libera] bleeding, and 
after the bowels have been well purged, and the inside of the 
thighs should be 4heir seat. * , 
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5. Fomentations . 

Many are in the habit of employing warm fomentations to the 
abdomen ; Mr. Hey recommends them as soothing, and as free 
from mischief. We have for many years ceased to employ them, 
for the following reasons: first, they are oppressive from their 
weight, and offensive from the vapour whicn arises from them; 
secondly, they expose the woman to injury from her bed be- 
coming wet, against which no care can guard; thirdly, they op- 
press from their heat, and appear always to increase the fre- 
quency of the pulse; fourthly, we have never seen them of the 
smallest benefit. Bladders, partially filled with warm water, is 
the best mode of applying fomentations, if they be insisted on* 


6. Spirit of Turpentine * 

Were we to pass this substance unnoticed, it might be looked 
upon as an important omission. The character it has obtained 
with many respectable physicians, will always justify a trial; 
but we are sorry to say that so far, in our hands, we have not 
had sufficient reason to rely solely upon it; though as an aux- 
iliary, in two or three recent instances, we thought it highly 
useful. 

We confess ourselves, however, to have laboured under preju- 
dices, or rather apprehensions of its effects in the beginning of 
the disease, or as a substitute for bleeding and purging as recom- 
mended by Dr. Brenan. As we are not familiar with its use, or 
acquainted from experience with either the proper moment for its 
employment, or the proper quantity to be exhibited under varying 
circumstances, it appears, at present at least, a doubtful remedy; 
yet we would not wish to be understood, by this declaration, as 
doubting the veracity, or impugning the motives of those* who 
have borne unqualified testimony to its control over this disease. 

Our want oi extensive experience in this remedy, will only 
permit us to say, that it appears to be only proper at the tormina* 
tion of the first stage; here it may be useful; but here we have 
forbidden stimulants. But is this substance to be ranked under 
the same head with wine, brandy, opium, volatile alkali, &c.? • 
We think not — for it appears to be a stimulus of peculiar powers, 
as we see in burns, &c. Were we to suggest then a trial of the 
sp. tereb., it would be at the period just designated, and in com- 
bination with castor oil; thereby forming one of the most oertain 
35 
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and peculiar cathartics we know. It might deserve a trial at this 
period.* 


7. Mercurial Frictions. 

This remedy has lately been proposed for peurperal fever; and 
M. Velpeau has given in “ Revue M6dicale,” for January, 1827, 
several very interesting cases, in which was employed, and appa- 
rently with advantage, mercurial frictions upon the abdomen. 
But he very honestly confesses his experience to be insufficient 
at the time he wrote his essay, to determine the precise degree 
of confidence to be placed upon his plan; yet he appears pretty 
strongly inclined to attach considerable importance to it. His 
mode of using this remedy is. 

First, To have the whole abdomen smeared with from two td 
four drachms of the unguent, every two, three, or four hours. 

Secondly, If the pain and swelling of the abdomen, and espe- 
cially if the mouth betray any mark of the influence of the mercury 
upon it, to diminish the quantity to one or two drachms, and to 
make the intervals of application longer.f 

Thirdly, To wash off, with warm water and soap, or with 
sweet oil, the crust, which the ointment forms upon the skin, that 

* The following case has occurred to us since the period of the above remarks. 

May 10th, 1830, 5 o’clock, P. M. Was ealled to visit Mrs. L., in consultation 
with Drs. Zorn, Perkin, and Schaffer: Mrs. h. was safely delivered two days pre- 
viously, though considerable hemorrhage succeeded. Soon after the abatement of 
the flooding, she was attacked with severe pain in the abdomen, followed by great 
distention and tenderness, great distress of stomach, -and vomiting, dec., which 
continued with unabated violence up to the moment of my first visit. She was 
this moment vomiting violently, and discharging very large quantiles of a dark 
green. colon red fluid, and quadruple or more than the quantity drunk. Her pulse 
very small, and so frequent as scarcely to be counted; extremities cold, and her whole 
body covered with cold sweat, breathing laborious, her abdomen enormously, dis- 
tended, and* extremely sore to the touch. We retired, and I really looked upon the 
case as utterly beyond the reach of remedy. But as it was very proper to make 
some effort for the relief of the patient, it was agreed- that twenty or thirty drops of 
the spirit of turpentine should be given every hour, and the whole of the abdomen 
covered with ung. hydrargyr. fort, without regard to weight. As the case was so ut- 
terly forlorn, an appointment for meeting was not formally made — another consulta- 
tion was left to the conlingcncy of her surviving the night. 11th. I was agreeably 
surprised by a request to meet the above-named gentlemen at 9 o’clock, A. M. We 
found our patient much relieved of every enumerated symptom — the remedies were 
continued, and her amendment under it so rapid, thut I withdrew from the consulta- 
tion on the fourth day frorti my first visit. In a short time after I was informed by 
* Dr. Perkin, thut Mrs. L. was entirely recovered. In this case the turpentine ap- 
peared to have a most decided control -over the disease— it was probably aided, 
however, by the mercurial ointment. In another case, soon after this, however, the 
turpentine and mercurial ointment failed, though the case was neither *o rapid in 
its progress, nor so violent in its symptoms, for the patient continued until the 
seventh day. 

t In neither of the cases in which we used the mercurial ointment were the 
dhltvary glands affected in the slightest degree. 
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in its future applica^n it may be more certainly placed in contact 
with the skin. 

Fourthly, To continue the ointment, if circumstances warrant 
it, (that is, if the patient live long enough, or if her system be 
obedient to its influence,) until either signs of salivation show 
themselves, or until such amendment take place, as shall render 
farther perseverance unnecessary. 

A very interesting qaae of puerperal fever has lately presented 
itself, in which the mercurial-ointment was very liberally used ; 
but I should be very unwilling ta decide upon the extent of the 
agency it had, in the recovery of the patient, as another cele- 
brated remedy was employed simultaneously with it; namely, the 
spirit of turpentine. * 

1 was requested by Dr. Mitchell to visit Mrs. , who was 

very ill with puerperal fever. This patient had been delivered 
safely by the Dr. of her first child, and nothing alarming pre- 
sented itself, until the second day. Milk had been freely se- 
creted, and there was every promise of a good “ getting up,” 
until the beginning of the third. , At this time she was attacked 
with a pretty severe chill, which was followed by great heat, 
thirst, tenderness of the abdomen, and a very frequent pulse. 

She was bled, purged, leeched, and blistered on the abdomen, 
and kept upon a strict antiphlogistic regimen, &c. before I saw, 
her. There was such an appearance of amendment for two or 
three days after this time, that scarcely a fear was felt but that 
she would surmount her disease; but the expectations so fondly 
indulged in, in the morning, were entirely destroyed in the eve- 
ning, by finding our patient with a cold clammy skin ; a pulse 
scarcely to be numbered, very small, nay, almost extinct ; breath- 
ing short* very frequent, and rather laborious ; the alae nasi ex- 
panding and contracting with great frequency; the stomach 
rejecting every thing offered to it; the lips dark and dry; the 
piilk entirely gone ; slight mental alienation, though not amount- 
ing to delirium ; the abdomen excessively distended and tympa- 
nitic ; the feet and legs cold ; extreme fcetor of the lochia, which 
were small in quantity, and very dark : in a word^ so certainly 
did we look upon her being in articulo mortis, that no appoint- 
ment was made for a visit next morning. 

Notwithstanding, however, these unfavourable appearances. 
Dr. M. and myself thought it a duty, to do every thing that lay 
in our power — accordingly, thirty drops of the spirit of turpentine 
were ordered to be given every hour ;• an ounce of strong mercu- 
rial ointment was directed to be rubbed on the abdomen during 
the night, sinapisms were ordered to the feet and legs, and an 
enema of sixty drops, of laudanum and a, gill of warm water was 
to be thrown up the rectum. 

The next morning Dr. M. favouredme with a call, as had been 
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agreed upon the evening before, provided he found the patient 
alive. And I honestly confess, I was much surprised when he 
reported our patient to be rather better than we had left her in 
the evening. Upon visiting her, this was found to be the case. 
The skin and extremities were warm; the pulse more expanded, 
and considerably less frequent ; her breathing more natural ; the 
countenance more composed ; the mind more upon the alert ; the 
vomiting and nausea greatly subsided; the abdomen rather less 
tender. The ointment was to be continued, as well as the tur- 
pentine: of the latter she complained, as creating a disagreeable 
neat in the stomach. To remedy this, a tea-spoonful of sweet 
oil was directed to follow in fifteen minutes, each dose of the 
turpentine, which effectually removed this inconvenience. 

Barley water and very thin sago were directed, as drink and 
nourishment; also the juice of sweet oranges, which proved very 
refreshing. The remedies were ordered to be continued in the 
evening. On the morning following there was so much amend- 
ment that the turpentine was discontinued ; the pulse was still 
too frequent, but the abdomen was less swelled, much softened, 
and very much less tender. The ointment, however, was again, 
applied. From this time she improved hourly, and had event- 
ually a rapid convalescence. 

During the whole treatment, it may be proper to observe, that 
a solution of gum Arabic was her chief food and drink ; and that 
at no lime, were internal stimulants, if we except the turpentine, 
for an instant employed. 

I have since been informed by Dr. M., that four or five days 
after I had taken my leave of this patient, that upon her com- 
plaining of some pain in her bowels, the nurse, (a new one,) gave 
her some brandy to relieve it: this immediately exasperated the 
pain and re-excited fever. She was under the necessity of losing 
twelve ounces of blood, and to be purged, which soon relieved 
the pain and fever : she recovered soon after this, without farther 
interruption. 

It may be as important, as it is interesting, to state, that after 
an entire cessation of the milk, for two weeks, it was restored; 
and continues sufficient to nourish the child : this was effected 
by the persevering application of the child to the breast. 

b. The gangrenous Stage * 

We believe, that from the moment that the pulse increases in 
frequency, from one hundred and twenty, to one hundred and 

* “ Gangrene may be considered as a partial death ; the death of one part of the 
body, while the other parts retain their natural powers.’ 1 Sir AsUey Cooper’s 
Lectures, Am. Gd. p. 98. 

The state of a part here described, is not precisely what we would wish to be 
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forty, the system w verging towards the second* or gangrenous 
stage. At this time the pulse not only increases its frequency, 
but also abates in force, and even perhaps in volume* Hiccough 
now takes place, with more or less violence. The mammae lose 
their milk entirely, and become more flaccid. Vomiting of the 
drinks, almost as soon as swallowed, sometimes takes place. The 
tenderness of the abdomen is diminished, and the character of 
the paiti changes from the acute to the* obtuse; the swelling is 
increased in the belly, and an ‘approach to tympanitis may be 
perceived by striking against its sides. The urine is extremely 
high-coloured, offensive in smell, anc^ very scanty in quantity. 
If there be lochia, they are offensive and very dark. A livjdity 
commences on the cheek and lips. The mouth is dark-coloured, 
and parched ; the tongue is generally, but not necessarily, dry and 
rough; but when so, it requires several efforts to thrust it beyond 
the teeth; and when placed thus, it is either not retracted until the 
patient is bidden to do so, or is withdrawn very slowly and re- 
luctantly. The teeth are covered with a mahogany-coloured 
scrtiff, and the gums nearly livid. The skin is dry and husky. 
The respiration hurried, and rather laborious ; but not so frequent 
as the last stage, though much more so than the first. 

A tendency to delirium, or a manifest forgetfulness of the im- 
mediately preceding events. A total indifference to the child 
fend the surrounding circumstances.. Complains but little; and, 
if interrogated, answers vaguely, or contradictorily. The pulse 
is rapid and rather indistinct; and the wrists colder than the 
other portions of the arms. This stage is very evanescent ; rare- 
ly continuing more than twelve hours, though it may,, perhaps,, 
be protracted a little longer by proper remedies; or be shortened 
by improper ones. 

It is the stage which receives the name of typhus: it is at this 
time that the nature of the remedies is changed by most practi- 
tioners; and is at this period that this change usually seals the 
fate of the patient. 

The management of this stage should be reduced to one of 

understood, when wc describe M the gangrenous state of puerperal fever,”' there* 
fore, we would wieh to employ precisely the definition which Galen gave of gan- 
grene: which is that elate or condition “when a part, from violent inflammation, 
is not abaoiuteiy dead , but is about to die” liugcr’s Inaugural Dis. on Gangrene 
and Mortification, p. 6. v 

Dr. Armstrong says, that “ medical writers have justly made a distinction be- 
tween gangrene and sphacelus; tho circulation, animal heat, and sensibility re- 
tnaining in the first, but not in the last ; the One being the th&atencd, the other tho 
actual death of the part.” Morbid Anatomy, p. 78. 

In this state of a part, the previous action, or inflammation, exceed the powers 
of the part to sustain that action ; and, consequently, there existed a great dispro- 
portion between the action and the power. Now, it must bo evident in such a case, 
that the only relief that can be expected, is from & reduction of the action to the 
state of the power, as we shall stute more fully presently. 

35 * 


Digitized by L^ooQie 



414 


PUERPERAL’ FEVER. 


great simplicity and inertness, by withholding all stimuli; but 
continuing a gentle depletion from the bowels.* Diarrhoea some- 
times comes on at this stage, and occasionally proves critical, if 
it be not arrested, upon false principles, by astringents. The sys- 
tem sometimes rights itself, when it is not opposed by officious- 
ness or overweening anxiety; or is not overturned by stimulation. 
Has any one seen a recovery from this stage, when bark, wine, 
opium, ammonia, &c., have been employed? We believe few 
can answer this question in the affirmative. Even under the 
management of the judicious Hey, we have reason to believe, in 
one or two instances, he but hastened the fate of his patients. 
See cases IX., XXVII. Dr. Armstrong* though he does not ap- 
pear to recognise the exact condition of the system at this pe- 
riod, was nevertheless perfectly aware of the injurious tendency 
of cordials, or of stimulants. 

The views of Mr. Hunter, on the subject of inflammation and 
its consequences, are truly valuable, and every way in point, as 
regards our present subject. He says, “ I consider inflammation 
as an increased action of that power which a part naturally pos- 
sesses; and in healthy inflammations at least, it is probably at- 
tended with an increase of power; but in inflammations which 
terminate in mortification* there is no increase of power, but, on 
the contrary, a diminution of it. This, when joined to an in- 
creased action, becomes a cause of mortification, by destroying 
the balance which ought to subsist between the action and the 
power of every part. If this account of mortification, arising 
from no specific nature,, be just, we shall find it no difficult mat- 
ter to establish a rational mode of cure; but, before we do this 
let us take a view of the treatment which has hitherto been re- 
commended, and see how far it agrees with our theory. It is 
plain, from the common practice, that the weakness has been at- 
tended to; but it is also plain, that the increased action has been 
overlooked; and, therefore, the whole aim has been to increase 
the action, in order to remove the weakness. 

“The Peruvian bark, confectio cardiaca, serpentaria, &c., 
have been given in as large quantities as the case appeared to 
require or the constitution could bear; by which means an arti- 
ficial or temporary appearance of strength has been produced, 


* Maintaining the depiction of the bowels, is in flrict conformity to the theory 
adopted of this compliant — for the augmented secretion from the mucous surface 
of the bowels, acts like topical depletion, as it must necessarily diminish the 
contents of the vessels concerned in the inflammation, and thus permit them to 
contract; and by contracting, they acquire an increase of power, and, at the same 
time suffer a diminution of action; because one of the unnatural stimuli is, in part, 
withdrawn; namely, that of distention. Mr. Hunter says, “that many circum- 
stances in life, as also, many applipationa to parts, will call forth the contraction 
of the vessels: wc are, therefore, to apply such means.; and whatever will do this 
without irritation, will so far counteract the effects.” — Treatise on the Blood, Am. 
Ed. p. 279. 
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while it was only sn increased action. Cordials and wine, upon 
the principle on which they have been given, are rationally ad- 
ministered ; but there are strong reasons for not recommending 
them, arising from the general effect which they possess, of in- 
creasing the action, without giving real strength. The powers, 
of the body are, by this treatment, sunk afterwards in the same 
proportion as they had been raised, by which nothing can be 
gained, but a great deal may lost k for, in all cases, if the 
powers are allowed to sink belofit a certain point, they are irre* 
coverable.” — Introd. to Treatise on the Blood, p. 20* / 

Dr. Armstrong also states, p. 63, “The stimulant treatment^ 
(in the second stage,) is, at once, the illost delusive and danger- 
ous which can be adopted, and it is much to be lamented that it 
has the weight and authority of some eminent names/’ Again* 
p. 81, he observes, that “ the system is uncommonly susceptible 
of stimulants, such as strong wine and cordials in the second stage* 
and, if freely administered* they generally destroy the patient, 
whose remaining powers are best supported by milk, nourishing 
broths, and ihe like.” 

He also appears well acquainted with th$ propriety, nay, the* 
necessity, of continuing the discharges from the bowels. Ho says, 
“ Speaking from my own personal observation, I do not know 
the period of the disease in which cathartics can be omitted with- 
out considerable hazard ; they are indispensable in the first stage, 
and I have seen them occasionally succeed when the disorder 
seemed advanced into the second,”* p. 80. 

.Mr. Hey says, “ If these means, (evacuants,) fail to cure the 
disease, from being employed either too late, or in an improper 
manner, grateful cordials may bogiverrin its latter stages to alle-. 
viate the distressing feelings of the patient; but cordials,. or tonics* 
can afford no Other advantage,” p. 166. As we cannot appre-. 
ciate exactly the powers of the system*whei> under disease, how- 
ever, desperate that disease may be, is it not improper, from any 
motive of humanity, to give that which cannot relieve, but which; 
may^ injure, by interrupting the powers of the system, in an a U 
tempt at restoration! In the stage we are now considering, the. 
patient’s safety depends upon “doing,” (almost,) “nothing,’’ 
Light vegetable jetties, acidulated by the sulphuric acid; gum 
Arabic in solution, acidulated; rennet-whey; cream of rice# 
Strong coffee is oftenprery grateful, and sits well upon the sto*. 

* It mast, however, be understood, that purging must not be carried on to the 
tame extent, as in the more active stage of the disease; for if carried too fir, it 
may irritate the bowels too severely, and thus increase the debility. Mr*. Hey V 
plan, of an evacuation every few hours, is perhaps rathor excessive; we should 
prefer a less, to a greater number, and for the reason* before stated ; a less num- 
ber would seem every way sufficient for the removal of offensive matters in that 
intestines, besides occasioning a competent increase of serous secretion. 
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much, and may be administered freely especially if vomiting be 
troublesome. We cannot agree with Dr. Armstrong an i Mr. 
Hey, in the use of broths, or any other animal substance; for, in 
our opinion, they should always be excluded from the room of 
the puerperal patient. In the early stage they are too stimulating; 
and in the second, too soon become decomposed in the bowels, 
and add to the existinglmiscMef. Drinks may be given freely, 
and may be made to oonveyfcufficient nourishment; but they 
must have in them no stimulating ingredient whatever. Saline 
draughts in a state of effervescence, Mr. Hey says, are refresh- 
ing; they may, therefore,. be given; the sweet spirit of nitre, also 
makes an agreeable beverage. 

Under son^e of the most unfavourable conditions of the system 
in this disease, there have occasionally been recoveries ; such 
are the cases of Dr. Gordon- after effusion, and others, per- 
haps, whose exact histories are not acquainted with. The 
restorative pdwers of the system in some instances are great; 
and, they are occasionally exerted successfully, under circum- 
stances, where no reasoning upon the subject, could for a mo- 
ment justify a hope; thus, women have recovered, after rupture 
of the uterus, &c. But in all these cases, nature was freed as 
much as possible from as many of the retarding causes as it well 
could be, and^left to manage the injury in her own way. So, 
in the disease under consideration, were nature left undisturbed 
to the exercise of her powers, we should, perhaps, have more in- 
stances of recovery. 

The system sometimes recovers itself from this gangrenous 
state of fever, by means of its own, when it is not stimulated to 
unnecessary,. or rather to deadly exertion ; but after a manner 
which can neither be foreseen, nor imitated. Thus, we have seen 
recoveries from yellow fever, after black vomit, and hemorrhages 
from almost every part of the body; but in ail these instances, 
little was done towards aiding nature; she was permitted to do 
her work in her own way. 

Yet there are instances in which the system can be much as- 
sisted^ even in desperate cases, when the indications are obvious, 
and of easy execution; as the following case will prove: — 

A ydung man,, of strong constitution, was attacked with a* 
bilious remittent fever* which, after fourteen days, took on the 
form of typhus, as it was called ; and for erhich, bark, wine, and 
blisters were employed. On the seventeenth day of the disease, 

1 was called on to visit him. 1 found the patient with a quick, 
irregular, and tense pulse; and the sores oocasioned by the blis- 
ters, quite livid. The bark and wine were omitted ; the patient 
was bled and purged; and all applications to the blistered parts 
were forbidden. The following day he was better; but his pulse 
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continuing tense, he was again bled, and purged with calomel 
and jalap. He continued to mend ; the livid look of the blistered 
parts was converted into one of high inflammation. He was bled 
once more ; the fever left him in a lew days after; the sores healed 
kindly, and he was soon perfectly well. Here, from a state of 
most violent action, by removing the irritating cause, and lower- 
ing the system, the action of the parts retrograde, first to that of 
active inflammation, and then to that degree of it only, that was 
necessary to the restoration of theparts which had suffered from 
the over-stimulation of the blisters, 

r 


3. Stage qf Effusion* 

This stage is one of almost entire hopelessness; the wretched 
patient must, in great measure, be abandoned to her fate, as re- 

S jards medical treatment; but, if comfort of any kind can be af- 
orded her, it may be given with as liberal a hand as her de- 
mands require. Stimulants, cordials, opiates, may be adminis- 
tered without reserve or apprehension ; for the disease has spent 
upon her the full force of its powers ; for, in this instance, we 
do not know what can injure, or whaft can benefit the case ; 
in this stage, then, we may depart from the rule laid down in the 
second. 

There is something remarkable in the tendencies of this dis- 
ease to gangrene, (in our acceptation of the word, see p. 412,) 
and from gangrene, to extensive effusion. It is this act of effu- 
sion that prevents the inflammation from ending in sphacelus; 
and well accounts for Dr. Clarke not finding “ the parts in a state 
of gangrene,” (sphacelus.) 

The effusion is not only sometimes excessive, (see p. 353, &c.,) 
but must be looked upon as almost necessarily fatal.* This ef- 
fort of the over-exerted vessels, is marked by the following symp- 
toms : — 

* Pulse fluttering, and scarcely to be numbered ; the belly enor- 
mously swelled, and tympanitic; cold sweats over the whole 
body, or confined to the face and extremities. The skin on the 
hands sometimes is shrivelled, as if they had been immersed in 
warm water for a long time; repeated chilliness, without reac- 
tion; vomiting, or rather gulping up, a dark brown, or coffee- 
coloured fluid ; involuntary stools, and sometimes a profuse dis- 

• “The mischief which takes place in the cavity of the abdoihen, whether 
by extravasation, suppuration, or gangrene, renders the disease incurable; ex- 
cept in the two former oases, by some extraordinary efforts of nature, of which 
Dr. Gordon has related three instances, where the confined fluid made its way by 
a direct outlet; in two at the umbilicus, apd in the third by the urethra.” — Hey,* 
p. 166. 
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charge from the uterus, of a bloody sanies, or black grume. De- 
lirium, or perfect collectedness ; the tongue frequently moist, and 
an attempt is sometimes made at cleaning; (sometimes,) convul- 
sions; death. 


Sect. VIII . — General Directions and Rules . 

It is of the utmost consequence to the woman labouring under 
puerperal fever, that her nurse or attendant should be faithful in the 
discharge of her duties; that she have sufficient understanding to 
comprehend the directions of the physician; enough good sense 
and fidelity to put them in practice; resolution to withstand the 
wayward and improper demands of the patient, should they be 
made; and courage enough to bear up against the encroachments 
of friends, and the preposterous recommendations of visiters. 

Every direction of the physician should be most promptly put 
in practice by the nurse, or other attendants; and that it may be 
done to the letter, it should be impressed again and again upon 
the minds of those who may 'have charge of the sick, by deli- 
vering them circumstantially, and without ambiguity, or the pos- 
sibility of misapprehension. Nothing should be left to construc- 
tion; the directions must be so peremptory and clear, as to pre- 
vent the possibility of subterfuge. To ensure this in the best 
manner, the physician should ascertain at each visit, whether his 
orders have been strictly complied with; and if they have not, 
he should not pass over the neglect, or it will surely be repeated. 

As this disease advances rapidly to a fatal termination when 
unchecked, as nothing can give this check but the most prompt 
application of suitable remedies; and as on the extent and force 
of these remedies their success mainly depends, especially on the 
proper quantity of blood to be drawn; the physician should per- 
form this operation himself, or be present when it is performed, 
that he may be satisfied that his intentions are properly fulfilled. 
The blood should be carefully preserved, that its quality may, 
in some measure, serve as a guide for the subsequent use of the 
lancet. 

But let us caution the young practitioner against being deterred 
from a repetition of this operation, if the symptoms continue ur- 
gent, because the blood may not manifest the common signs of 
inflammation, for the general symptoms of the disease will be a 
better guide than any appearance the blood may assume. 

When the blood has been abstracted, let him order purgative 
medicines immediately* and this may be in any manner he shall 
think most proper; let him prescribe minutely the^ regimen of his 

E atient, which must be most strictly antiphlogistic. But let us, 
owever, be exactly understood what we mean by antiphlogistic 
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Fourthly. That, as the abdomen is always very tender, and 
oftentimes very much swollen, the weight of the bed clothes 
should be taken from it, by placing a spider, made of sections of 
a large hoop, tied together in their centres, at right angles with 
each other, and so placed as to suspend the clothes, and thus 
protect the abdomen from their pressure. And, as we know from 
experience, that the wetting of the abdominal surface frequently, 
by passing a sponge over it, imbued with some. volatile fluid, as 
camphorated spirit, alcohol, or spirit of turpentine, is not only 
most grateful, but we have reason to believe has been also most 
useful, the patient should be indulged in it. 

Fifthly. The greatest care, and the most delicate management 
should be observed, in administering diet, drinks, or medicine to 
the patient, or in attending to the effects of the latter, and, that 
she be not made to suffer unnecessary fatigue, by frequent rising 
for these purposes, we would recommend the use of the “ sick 
cup” for the first two ; a spoon for the second, and a bed-pan for 
the last; knowing it to be of the utmost consequence to husband 
the strength, and prevent all needless hurry of the circulation. 

Sixthly. To permit the child to be placed every now and then 
to the breast, that, by its gentle and appropriate stimulation, it 
may invite the secretion of the milk, if it has not been formed; 
or to retain it, if it has been secreted ; provided this be managed 
with so much address, as not to worry or fatigue the mother. 
The sympathy between the mammas and the diseased parts is 
obvious: by the effect produced on the one, by the situation of 
the other. We think we have seen this useful. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Phlegmasia dolens. 

* We have retained the name of phlegmasia dolens, (the phleg- 
masia alba dolens puerperarum of white,) for a peculiar condition 
of the lower limb, because its pathology is still as unsettled as it 
was in the time of Mauriceau, whom we believe was the first that 
gave any satisfactory account of it; for the description left by 
Kodrigues a Castro, can scarcely be tortured, by any partiality 
for antiquity, into the disease of which we are about to treat, 
though Dr.* Hull complacently inclines to the belief, that he was 
acquainted with it. And we doubt whether the disease of the 
apothecary’s wife, as described by Wiseman, was really the dis- 
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eftSein question, as.it is but casually mentioned in his chapter 
upon 44 Abscesses and Corrosive Ulcers, arising from Distempers 
of the Womb in Child-bed,” and what renders it especially doubt- 
ful, is, that he declares, matter formed in various places. 

There cannot be a question, however, that Mauriceau was well 
acquainted with this disease ; as his description is still in the main 
a pretty faithful one. By this author, and several others, the 
disease was attributed to some derangement pf the lochia, which, 
when not sufficient, was thrown upon the large nerves of the 
thigh, and thus created pain and swelling, &c. From the lime 
of Mauriceau, to that of Puzos, the disease appears to have been 
familiar to a number of practitioners, as Manningham, Mesnard, 
&e. 

It was, however, found after a time, that the appearance of this 
disease did not obey any particular state or condition of the lochia ; 
and that as it was very commonly accompanied by a diminution 
or suppression of the milk, a new hypothesis was invented, and it 
was made to consist of a metastasis of this fluid. Puzos, with a 
great show of reason, has a prior claim to Levret for this sugges- 
tion; as the latter himself refers to the former’s “Mdmoires sur 
les Ddpflts Laiteux,” and speaks approvingly of them. These 
great men were followed by Astruc, who treats expressly upon 
this subject. Sauvages fully adopted these notions in his Noso- 
logy, and treated of them under different genera and species. 

van Swieten, Lieutaud, Raulin, Sell, &c., all seem to have 
acknowledged the great influence of the milk upon the constitu* 
lion, and each has treated of its metastasis. 

Mr. White, of Manchester, was the next to invent a theory of 
this disease; he made it consist of an obstruction, rupture, or a 
disordered condition of the lymphatics, and he was followed in 
this opinion by others. Mr. Trye, pretty freely criticised the 
opinion of Mr. W., and said, that though he could not discover 
any grounds for supposing the trunks of the lymphatics to be 
ruptured in labour, “yet he could easily conceive, that the ob- 
struction to the return of the lymph may commence in the pri- 
mary inflammation of a trunk or trunks, and that probably this 
may be the case more frequently than he had hitherto discovered 
or suspected it to be.” Mr. Trye was followed by Dr. Hull, 
in a valuable and highly learned work upon this obscure and 
debateable disease. Dr. H. says “ The proximate cause consists 
in an inflammatory affection, producing suddenly a considerable 
effusion of serum and coagulating lymjpfi from the exhalents into 
the cellular membrane of the limb.” Dr. Davis, of London, next 
offered a new pathological view of the proximate cause of phleg- 
masia dolens, and makes it consist in an inflammatioft of “ one or 
more of the principal veins within and in the immediate neigh- 
86 
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bourhood of the pelvis, producing a thickening of their coats, the 
formation of false membranes on their internal surface, a gradual 
coagulation of their contents, and occasionally, a destructive sup- 
puration of their whole texture; in consequence of which, the 
diameters of the cavities of these important vessels become dimi- 
nished, sometimes so totally obstructed as to be rendered me- 
chanically incompetent to carry forward into their corresponding 
trunks the venous blood brought to them by their inferior con- 
tributory branches.”* 

Thus, we have five different hypotheses for phlegmasia dolens; 
of either of which it would be difficult to make a choice, if we 
consulted their value, either in relation to the phenomena this dis- 
ease presents, or to the pathological condition of the parts affected, 

as far as has yet been revealed, by dissection. On these several 
opinions we shall pass a few remarks; and believing neither to 
be the true proximate cause, that it is right to give the arguments 
against each, that our reading has supplied us with, as well as 
those that have suggested themselves to us from having atten- 
tively observed the phenomena of this painful affection at the 
bed-side. 

The first two opinions, (namely, that phlegmasia dolens is 
caused by sdme derangement of the lochia, or from a metastasis 
of the milk,) will scarcely require a remark, as subsequent obser- 
vation has abundantly proved, that neither has ever had the slight- 
est agency in its production, either as a remote, or as an exciting 
cause. And farther, were either or both to be admitted as con- 
tributing to this affection, the pathological condition of the seat of 
the disease, as caused by them, would still remain unexplained. 

Mr. White, of Manchester, must be considered the first writer 
who had attempted a pathological exposition of phlegmasia do- 
lens, and much credit is due to his industry and learning upon 
this subject, though we cannot yield to him the merit of having 
been satisfactory, or perhaps even clear. He declares this dis- 
ease — 

“ Is owing to the child’s head pressing the vessel or vessels 
which arise from the lower extremities, against the brim of the 
pelvis during a labour pain, so as to stop the progress of the 
lymph; that the number of valves will effectually prevent it from 
regurgitating, and if the head continues any time in this situation, 
while the lymph is driven on through the valves by the peristaltic 
contraction of the coats of its vessels, by the great exertion of 
the muscles, and the strong vibration of the inguinal artery, 
though its coats, (the lymphatics.) should be allowed to be 
stronger than those of the blood vessels, it must at last burst and 
shed its contents. When the orifice made in the lymphatic is 

* London Med. Cbir. Trans. Vol. XII. p. 426. 
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heated, and the diameter of the tube is contracted, or totally 
closed by the cicatrix, the lymph is retained in the lymphatic 
vessels and glands of the limb, and the labia Rabium] pudendi, 
and distends them to such a degree, and so suddenly, as to occa- 
sion great pain and swelling, which always begin in the part 
next to< that in which the obstruction is formed, and when the 
obstruction is in part or wholly relieved, or the lymph has found 
a fresh passage, the part next to it is consequently relieved/’ 
pp. 49, 50. 

He adds, “ If the above hypothesis be true, the predisposing 
cause may, in all probability, be a weakness in the coats of the 
lymphatics in such subjects only, as have these vessels formed 
into one principal trunk under Poupart’s ligament,” p. 55. 

Objections to these conjectures of Mr. White will readily pre- 
sent themselves; for it supposes that some obstructing cause or 
pressure to be absolutely necessary. Now, if it be even admitted 
that the child's head affords this pressure at the brim of the pel- 
vis in some cases, it could not have done so in all the instances in 
which this disease has appeared. For, 1st, this pressure cannot 
take place to the necessary extent, but in a very few instances, 
for it is notorious to accoucheurs, that for the most part, in a 
well-formed pelvis, the head may be even larger than it is usually 
found, and yet pass without difficulty. 2dly. The portion of the 
brim of the pelvis at which, in ordinary circumstances, this pres- 
sure is found to exist, is noMhat at which the lymphatics would 
be subject to its influence ; for, as a general rule, it would be be- 
hind either of the acetabula. 3dly. That no other part save the 
head could effectually exert this pressure ; yet it is agreed on all 
hands, that no position of the child yet discovered, is more effi- 
cient in its production than another. 4thly. That a pressure so 
long continued, and so effectual “ as to stop the progress of the 
lymph,” and eventually to cause a lymphatic to burst, must ne- 
cessarily produce upon the intervening parts, a gangrenous con- 
dition ; yet this is a casualty we have never heard of. 5thly. 
Several circumstances connected with the history of this disease 
would still remain unaccounted for; as the occurrence of the dis- 
ease in the opposite limb, atod this not simultaneously, but after 
a considerable interval, and not until after, as a general rule, 
the first affection is yielding; to the pain and swelling first oc- 
curring in the calf of the leg, as it sometimes does; for if Mr. 
White’s statement be true, that “pain and swelling always be* 
gin in the part next to which the obstruction is formed” p. 51, 
the pain and swelling must primarily exist in this part of the 
limb ; therefore is not indebted to pressure exerted on the brim 
of the pelvis for its existence. 

The arguments just urged might appear sufficient for the pur- 
pose intended by them ; but as several conclusive ones have been 
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employed by Mr. Trye to the same end, we think we should not 
be rendering justice to this gentleman, did we altogether omit 
them. He observes, that “ no experiment has shown that the 
lymphatics can be torn, without doing equal violence to the other 
vessels of the part. That practical anatomists have ascertained 
that these vessels will bear a weight of quicksilver, equal in effect 
to a much greater force than is required to circulate the lymph 
towards the thoracic duct. That the force exerted by the child’s 
head in its passage, cannot exceed that of the pad of a tourniquet 
on the arm or thigh. That if the trunk of a lymphatic be com- 
pressed, its contents are forced inwards towards the thoracic 
duct, if no obstruction exists; in this case its sides are squeezed 
together, and will consequently occupy so little space, that it 
cannot well be ruptured at the compressed part. If a rupture 
then takes place, it must be below the compressed part — but no 
reason can be given for this taking place always in one place, 
namely, within Poupart’s ligament, rather than in the leg or 
thigh.” 

Besides, we have known two instances of this complaint to 
follow abortions in the early months; and once in a premature 
delivery between the sixth and seventh month: in this instance 
the child had been dead at least one month previously to its de- 
livery. Again, my friend Dr. Chapman informs me of a violent 
case having occurred in a patient in our Alms-house, labouring 
under cancer uteri. But, above all, it has happened to the arm 
of the male, as recorded by Dr. Ferriar,* besides an instance of 
the same kind, that fell under our own notice in 1788. A gen- 
tleman, pretty far advanced in life, received a severe contusion 
on the point of his shoulder, by the overturning of thg mail coach. 
He, however, paid but little attention to it, and merely rested it 
in a sling, as it did not prevent his attention to business for se- 
veral days; but at the end of that time, the arm became very 
painful, and swelled rapidly, considerable fever was excited, and 
the gentleman was obliged to keep his bed. The control of the 
motions of the limb was entirely lost; and every attempt to move 
it was attended by exquisite torture. The character of the swell- 
ing was precisely that of the milk ieg % to which it was compared 
at the moment by my preceptor — that is, he declared, had the 
same affection befallen the leg of a lying-in woman, he would 
have called it a milk leg. After a tedious but an active treat- 
ment for three months, symptoms of amendment showed them- 
selves ; but it required a long time to restore the limb to its for- 
mer usefulness — indeed, from what we afterwards learnt, it never 
became as strong as the other. 

* Med%c«l Hbtoxiea, YoUIXI. p. 93, By Ds. Fenriaiv 
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This case is not unique : several instances purporting to be of 
this kind are recorded ; all of which, perhaps, are not entitled to 
the distinction. Dr. Ferriar’s case is not an instance, perhaps, 
of genuine phlegmasia dolens; nor do we regard the one related 
by Littre, under the care of Luminier, to be without exception, 
as there was well-marked red inflammation.* Yet that related 
by Dr. Heermans appears to have been a genuine instance of 
phlegmasia dolens in the male.f 

Besides, we are informed, that phlegmasia dolens has happened 
to women not pregnant; of this we speak from the authority of 
others; for we have just said above, that this took place in a 
patient under the care of Dr. Chapman, in our^Alms-house; and 
Dr. Beck mentions a case where it occurred in a woman of fifty 
two years of age. And we may add to these, the observations 
and cases related by Dr. Tweedie in Edin. Med. and Surg. Jour. 
Vol. 30, p. 250. Dr. T. introduces the history of the disease by 
saying “ it corresponds very much in its character and progress 
with the puerperal phlegmasia dolens, although, from its resem- 
blance to the cedematous swelling of the lower extremities, which 
occasionally appears after cases of protracted fever, its real na- 
ture and treatment are apt to be overlooked. 

“This disease, which I conceive to be inflammation of the 
cellular tissue of the limbs, differs, however, in many particulars. 
For example, in all the instances I have seen, the swelling has 
been confined to one extremity, making its appearance first 
about the upper part, extending gradually over the whole limb, 
and being attended with acute pain. It does not retain the im- 
pression of the finger, as in common cedema, which generally 
commences round the ankle and foot, and seldom extends much 
higher. 

“I have treated several cases of this affection within the last 
four years at the London Fever Hospital. All the subjects of it 
were females, two of whom were under twenty years of age, 
and unmarried. I have been informed, however, that one case 
occurred in a male, but I have not been able to trace the history 
or treatment. 

41 It may be remarked, that in all the instances which came 
under my notice, active depletion had been employed in the 
treatment of the fever, so that the convalescence were rendered 
somewhat tedious; and the first warning of the disease was given 
by symptoms of general excitement, which led me to expect 
either relapse or some visceral inflammation. In a few hours, 
however, the cause of the general disturbance became more ap- 
parent, from the patient complaining of stiffness in one of tne 

♦ Medico Chirurgical Review, for April, 1829. 
t Dr. Francis's Memoir, p. 9. 
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lower extremities, followed by aching pain either about the up- 
per and inner part of the thigh, or in the ham, around the knee 
or calf of the leg ; and as rheumatism is by no means an unfre- 
quent accidental accompaniment of fever at certain seasons, the 
uneasiness and pain in the limb are, at first, very apt to be as- 
cribed to this cause* 

“ In the course of twelve to eighteen hours the pain and stiff- 
ness increase, and, on the limb being examined, it is found some- 
what swollen and perceptibly hotter than the opposite; but there 
is no redness of the skin, which, on the contrary, has a smooth, 
white, shining appearance, and the cutaneous veins are distended 
with blood, and occasionally tortuous. As the disease advances, 
the swelling extends uniformly over the limb from the upper part 
of the thigh to the toes, and feels tense and elastic, but not at all 
diminished by the semiflexed position of the limb, which the 
patient generally prefers. 

“ I also remarked the total inability to move the limb, not so 
much on account of pain, as from want of command over the 
voluntary muscles. This peculiarity has been noticed by Mr. 
Burns in the puerperal phlegmasia dolens . 

“ When active treatment has been adopted, the pain abates; 
the swelling loses its elasticity and tension, so as to retain par- 
tially the impression of the fingers about the foot and ankle, and 
the heat of the limb diminishes, but the power of moving it con- 
tinues for a long time considerably impaired.” 

Dr. Moore, of Ipswich, # makes a singular remark upon the 
opinions of Mr. White, the force of which we cannot perceive, 
though it purports to overthrow at once his doctrine He says, 
“In refutation of Mr. White’s opinion, I will state, that in no 
instance that has come to my knowledge, has the disease pre- 
ceded parturition.” Now, how this refutes Mr. W’s opinion we 
cannot understand ; for, in no instance does Mr. W. require that 
parturition should always happen before this disease can be pro^ 
duced ; and in our humble opinion, had Dr. Moore known an 
instance of phlegmasia dolens preceding parturition^ it would 
have told very much more against Mr. W’s hypothesis, as the 
great agent m producing this disease, in Mr. White’s opinion,, 
would have been wanting; namely, pressure from the child’s 
head during labour. But Dr. M. should not have attempted to 
pass his want of knowledge of such cases for more than it is 
worth; since many cases of the kind alluded to may have 
taken place, without his being apprized of them ; for, certainly, 

♦ New- England Medical Journal, Vol. II. p. 239. 

t Puzos relates two instances of this kind; one took place at the fourth, and 
the other at the seventh month of utero-gestation. And we have seen two Uu 
stances in which it followed premature delivery. 
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it has happened, as stated above, that this disease has occurred 
to unimpregnated females. Now, if this be so, we do not see by 
what law of pregnancy, the woman is secured against an attack. 

By the by, we may remark, that Dr. M. dismisses the hypo- 
theses of Dr. Trye and Dr. Ferriar still more cavalierly, and with 
still greater brevity. Of the first he says, it “ is mere supposi- 
tion;*’ of the second, “ in reply to Dr. Ferriar, I will adduce the 
fact, that phlegmasia dolens as frequently follows natural and 
easy labour, as difficult and laborious.’* 

These assertions of Dr. Moore, purporting to be refutations, 
were to pave the way for an explanation which he immediately 
after offers, in the following terms: — 

“After an attentive observation of cases, and a careful exami- 
nation of the subject, 1 will humbly offer the following explanation 
as the most satisfactory to me. 

“During gestation, the abdominal muscles, their vessels, and 
integuments, are in a state of great preternatural distention; im- 
mediately after parturition, when the distending cause is removed* 
these parts powerfully contract in order to regain their natural 
dimensions. If this effort be unequally exerted, if it be suddenly 
excited by the application of cold, if the lymphatic vessels be 
over-distended at the time, if plethora, or great debility subsists 
in the vessels themselves, an interruption and accumulation of the 
fluid ensues; the great and long accumulation of which, acting 
as an extraneous and offending cause, will occasion inflammation. 
In persons of a plethoric and irritable habit, inflammation may 
quickly supervene; whiles on the other hand, in a person of a 
contrary habit, it may be more tardy in its progress,” p. 230. 

We would now ask, if ever hypothesis was more heavily laden 
with conjecture and supposition than this — it has not even the 
merit of ingenuity, much less an imposing probability, to recon- 
cile its meager pretensions. The initial postulate is not founded 
in fact; for we cannot look upon the distention imposed upon 
“the abdominal muscles, their vessels, and integuments,” as 
“preternatural,” since, in being put upon the stretch bv preg- 
nancy, they are but performing one of the offices for which they 
were designed. His second is no better grounded; for, after 
parturition has removed the distention, “the abdominal muscles,, 
their vessels, and integuments,” do not “ powerfully contract in 
order to regain their natural dimensions ;” for this is performed 
silently, and gradually, and requires, for Its completion, many 
days. We have just shown how reluctant. Dr. M. is to permit 
either Mr. Trye or Dr. Ferriar, to conjecture , or to suppose; yet„ 
he says himself, in the attempt to make out his explanation, “if 
this effort,” &c. “ if it be suddenly ,” &c.; “ if the lymphatic 
vessels,” &c.; such and such things will happen. That is, we 
shall have inflammation from an accumulation of lymph in the 
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lymphatic vessels; and in what essential point does this “expla- 
nation” differ from that of Mr. White, or Mr. Trye? In none, 
that we can see, if we except the agent by which the interruption 
to the circulation of the lymph is affected — in one instance it is 
the head of the child; in the other it is cold and debility . 

We should not have thought it necessary to notice this “ ex- 
planation” in an especial manner, had not the doctrine it incul- 
cates led to a mischievous and reprehensible plan of treatment; 
for the Doctor observes, “in the ordinary mode of treatment, 
much lime is lost in inefficacious use of diuretics; and much mis- 
chief and pain produced by the application of blisters, and other 
stimulating remedies.” “From the view here taken of the sub- 
ject, I am fully disposed to regard it as a local disease, and 
decidedly recommend the early application of a large emollient 
poultice, which, by its relaxing and resolving power,” (recollect 
the Doctor’s opinion of the cause of the disease, is debility and 
over-distention,) “will, in a great majority of cases,” (has he 
ever seen a sufficient number to determine this important point? 
the Doctor only mentions two cases, and neither of which was 
the disease in question,) “ prevent the formation of a distressing 
and tedious disease. And when it does not produce this most 
desirable effect, I should recommend its continuance, with an in- 
tention of producing early suppuration, which I think, next to reso- 
lution, the most speedy and safe termination of the disease ,” p. 
231 . 

Was ever a disease less understood; or a more preposterous 
remedy ever proposed ! The continued application of an emol- 
lient poultice is every thing that is necessary for the relief of a 
milk leg! 

We have good grounds for believing Dr. Moore had never 
seen a case of phlegmasia dolens, if we take the two cases he 
details as specimens. In the first case, the patient complained of 
a pain in the right hip and back; rigours and watchfulness; a 
rigidity and soreness of the abdominal muscles; pain in moving 
the limb; the pulse a little increased, slight thirst , and perfectly 
clean longue. For this state of things, antimonials, cathartics, 
and fomentations were prescribed. These proved ineffectual; 
bark , guaiacum , and a continued blister to the thigh were em- 
ployed. 

“ This course evidently increased the local affection. The 
upper part of the thigh , the inguinal glands , and right iliac 
region becume more tumefied, which gradually extended to the 
hypogastrium and labium pudendi. 

“ In the early stages of the swelling it appeared in ridges and 
bunches , occasionally assuming a livid, and at other times a pur- 
ple hue." 

It became more uniformly diffused, tender, hotter than natu- 
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ral ; shining, but not much discoloured. The fever kept pace 
with the local affection ; the pulse was small and very frequent* 
The swelling increased. “ With an intention of rousing the ac- 
tion of the absorbents , a volatile stimulating liniment was ap- 
plied, and in turn hot vinegar; but these had no better effect than 
the blistering ! ! 

‘‘Digitalis was now administered; this increased the debility; 
the inflammatory appearances became more evident; the pain , 
heat , soreness , and redness increased , until a discharge took 
place from a ruptured lymphatic in her side, about an inch 
from the inferior spinous process of the ilium,” p. 228. 

The second case is still farther removed than the first, in our 
opinion, from a case of phlegmasia dolens. This occurred in a 
person of robust constitution ; it supervened on natural labour. 
On the second day after the delivery, the patient experienced a 
great rigidity of the abdominal muscles, which increased in ten- 
derness, and presented an appearance of “ ridges and bunches 
the constitutional symptoms high; these increased until suppura- 
tion took place from an “ opening a little below the navel” 

We have italicized such parts of these histories, as show at 
once, that they were not instances of phlegmasia dolens ; and also 
such, as have excited our wonder, in regard to the treatment. 
If the case just related, and others that we shall have occasion 
to mention presently, be received as instances of genuine phleg- 
masia dolens, the pathology of this disease will remain unsettled 
to the end of time. 

We have already cursorily mentioned the opinion of Mr. Trye, 
of the proximate cause of phlegmasia dolens; we shall now ex- 
pose it more in detail. He says, p. 70, “ I have considered the 
proximale cause of the swelling to be seated in the lymphatic 
glands . I will not contend that it must be so universally, be- 
cause there is a probability that the original seat of obstruction 
and inflammation may, in some instances, be in the principal 
trunks of the absorbents within the pelvis, independent of, and 
abstracted from, the iliac glands; in which case the inflammation 
may be continued along the absorbent vessels downwards; that 
is, towards the labia pudendi, leg, &c., as well as upwards, or 
towards the thoracic duct.” 

Dr. Ferriar is also mentioned as an inventor of a theory for 
phlegmasia dolens; but he does not appear to be entitled to this 
claim, since he has only adopted the opinion of Mr. Trye upon 
this subject. And were we even to admit he had not seen Mr. 
T's. work, he must at least have been familiar with the opinions 
of Drs. Denman and Latham. The lectures of the former he 
most probably attended. 

We shall make no observations upon the opinions of Mr. Trye 
and Dr. Ferriar, until we have noticed the hypothesis of Dr. Hull 
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which we shall now give in his own words. He states, that 
“ from an attentive consideration of the whole of the phenomena 
observable in this disease, and of its remote causes and cure, no 
doubt remains in my mjpd*' that the proximate cause consist in 
an inflammatory affection, producing suddenly a considerable 
effusion of serum and coagulating lymph from the exhalents into 
the cellular membrane of the limb. “ The seat of the inflam- 
mation I believe to be in the muscles, cellular membVane, and 
inferior surface of the cutis. In some cases, perhaps the inflam- 
mation may be communicated from these parts to the large blood 
vessels , nerves , and lymphatic vessels, and glands imbedded m 
them. ,, 

We have united the hypotheses of Mr. Trye, Dr. Ferriar, and 
Dr. Hull, because they are essentially one and the same; namely, 
that the proximate cause is an inflammation of the lymphatics 
and glands of the groin ; though, as a whole, Dr. Hull assumes 
a much broader ground ; so much so, indeed, that Dr. Davis 
styles it with much point, “ a capacious theory.” 

The objections which present themselves to these explanations, 
ate, first, their incompatibility with one especial phenomenon of 
the disease, namely, the shining white appearance of the limb 
throughout the whole course of the disease ; and this so noto- 
riously so, as to have it as one of its genuine characters. In all 
instances of inflammation of either muscles, skin, lymphatics,* or 
blood vessels, redness is a never-failing attendant, as is well 
known to all who are familiar with this disease. Yet this does 
not happen in phlegmasia dolens, notwithstanding the numerous 
tissues Dr. Hull involves in the mischief. 2d. That if all these 
tissues were in a state of inflammation, this inflammation would 
manifest itself by the ordinary phenomena of this affection : 
namely, heat, redness , swelling, pain ; yet we find redness always 
wanting in phlegmasia dolens, when this disease is pure and 
uncomplicated. If muscle be inflamed, redness is sure to be 
present; if the skin, the same thing occurs; if the trunks of lym- 
phatics, (absorbents,) be the seat, we have frequent opportunities 
to witness that they become red; and when the lymphatic glands 
are in this condition, redness notoriously attends. And though 
Dr. Hull does not suppose that all these parts are simultaneously 
affected, but successively, yet it alters not the fact, that in phleg- 

* In the time of Dr. Hull, the term “lymphatics'* was understood to mean the 
lymphatic absorbents; the researches of Bichat had not then made it necessary to 
distinguish this set of vessels, and those whose office it is to convey the lymph, 
being cither the termination of arteries, or the beginnings of veins. And we beg 
the reader to keep in mind, that where “ lymphatic#** are mentioned in the quota- 
tions of either litf. White, Mr. Trye, Drs. Hull, Ferriar, or Moore, that the lympha- 
tic absorbents are to be understood. 
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masia dolens, redness is always absent during the whole course 
of the disease. 

3d. Besides, this progressive extension of inflammation cannot 
well be sustained, as the rapidity of the disease is such some- 
times, as to involve the whole limb in the course of a very few 
hours; whereas, the transmission of inflammation by contact 
even, is sure to be much slower; yet it would not fail to betray 
its progress by all the common phenomena of inflammation, were 
it to exist in such parts. 

4th. When the lymphatic glands become inflamed by the ab- 
sorption of some acrid substance or specific poison, the venereal 
poison for instance, they not only become red themselves, but 
the lymphatics even that convey the poison, can be distinctly 
traced in their course, by the vivid red that marks their inflamed 
coats. 

5th. The ordinary inflammation of the several parts declared 
to be involved in phlegmasia dolens, moreover, do not thus sud- 
denly effuse serum : of this proofs present themselves every day 
in the usual progress of inflammation, as in rheumatism, wounds, 
contusions, the insertion of poisons, &c. 

6th. When the lymphatics are inflamed, together with their 
glands, it is acknowledged by Dr. Ferriar himself, that “ the ves- 
sel can be distinctly traced in its course by its hardness and en- 
largement, and frequently by a slight inflammation of the super- 
incumbent skin, forming a red or purple streak , and extending with 
the affection of the vessel.”* 

7th. We do not agree with Dr. Ferriar in the assertion, that 
“ the violent pressure on the internal iliacs, and the accompany- 
ing veins and nerves, which takes place during delivery, must 
undoubtedly be considered as a powerful occasional cause of lym • 
phatic inflammation” p. 120. Now, if this were true, phlegmasia 
dolens would be of more frequent occurrence than it is; since 
this pressure is common to finany labours, yet the disease in ques- 
tion is one of very rare occurrence. 

8th. Because, in phlegmasia dolens, one of its inseparable cha- 
racters is the exquisite sensibility of the whole limb ; so much so 
in most instances, that the patient cannot bear the slightest pres- < 
sure, or the slightest motion, yet Dr. Ferriar informs us that “ the 
pain in lymphatic inflammation is referred to the enlarged glands , 
and is not remarkably increased by motion : there is more stiffness 
than actual pain in the whole limb” p. 102. 

9th. Because, in the twelve or fourteen cases of exquisitely 
formed phlegmasia dolens, that we have seen, we never were 
able to trace the “ inflamed lymphatics,” or to feel the “ enlarged 
conglobate glands;” yet, both of these circumstances are de* 


* Med. Hist. Vol. III. p. 95. 
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dared to be constantly present, by those who espouse the patho- 
logy under consideration,”* 

10th. Because, Dr. F. furnishes a case himself, which dis- 
proves his own explanation, viz. Jane Waters, aged twenty- 
five, was delivered by an accoucheur, of her second child, Dec. 
20th, 1797, after being four days in labour. During delivery 
she lay upon her left side. December 27th, she was affected 
with pain and swelling of the left knee, which descended to the 
leg and foot of the same side. On the 28th of December the 
swelling began to rise from the left knee and to affect the thigh. 
It extended up to the left groin and labia pudendi. I saw her for 
the first time on the 3d of January, 1798. I found the swelling 
tense, uniform, not discoloured ; that there was a great sensation 
of rigidity in the limb, and that it was extremely painful on being 
touched or moved . She felt exquisite pain in the ham 9 where I 
could perceive the lymphatics a little enlarged . The glands of 
the groin were not affected , p. 127. 

In this case there was an exquisitely formed phlegmasia dolens ; 
for it was attended by all the essential characters of the disease; 
the limb was exquisitely tender to the touch ; the swelling was 
uniform and elastic; it was not discoloured; the glands of the 
groin were not affected, and the lymphatics in the ham could be 
perceived to be “ a little enlarged.* Here then was a case of 
genuine milk leg, without inflamed " lymphatics” or “ conglo- 
bate glands.” We think we have said enough to prove that this 
pathology is not well-founded ; and that if inflamed lymphatics, 
or enlarged glands be present, that they are the consequences, 
and not causes of the disease called phlegmasia dolens. 

The next hypothesis in order, and it is the last with which we 
are acquainted, is one of late dale; it is by Dr. David Davis, a 
teacher and practitioner of considerate celebrity in London. 

Dr. Davis attempts to prove, that phlegmasia dolens is the 
consequence of an inflammation of one or more large veins; end- 
ing in the production of an extraneous membrane, or other ob- 
structions, within their cavities ; and thus offering remoras to the 
returning blood from the extremity. 

This view of the subject, from its supposed truth, has gained 
much more notoriety than can be sustained by facts, though sup- 
ported by the powerful aid of Velpeau; and we may add, that 
of Bouillaud and Ribes. When we say this, we would not wish 
to be understood as implying the slightest disbelief of the truth of 

• Dr. Hall declared the same inability: he says, M I have never met with either 
enlargement or inflammation of the lymphatics in any stage of the complaint; 
I am, therefore, convinced that this is a rare occurrence, and by no means essential 
to the disease.” — Essay on Phlegmasia Dolens , p. 116. It will, therefore, be per- 
ceived, that oar observations apply to Dr. Hull only, as far as be admits the lym- 
phatics to be involved. 
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Dr. Davis’s statement: on the contrary, we are fully persuaded 
that neither he nor the gentleman who, both directly and indi- 
rectly, support his doctrine, have set down nothing that they did 
not see — the only question then is, were the dissections of these 
gentlemen cases of phlegmasia dolens? this is the point at issue — 
whether phlebitis and phlegmasia dolens are identical; or, in 
other words are the cases related as cases of the latter, any other 
than instances of the former? 

Before we proceed farther in the examination of this question, 
it will be proper to determine the absolute character of phlegma- 
sia dolens from the best accredited practitioners; for to them 
alone should the appeal be made. And, perhaps, one of the older 
writers of this kind will be the safest guide upon this occasion. 
Callisen has summed up the characters of this disease most hap- 
pily in a very few words, making allowance for the introduction 
of one of its supposed causes in his time, namely, a metastasis of 
milk. “ (Edema puerperarum, aliis lacteum est tumour elasticus, 
albescens, rcnitens, calidus, dolens, foveam impressi digiti haud 
retinens, puerperis haud infrequenler, gravidis rarissime inf'estus.” 
He has, however, omitted a very material feature of the disease, 
namely, fever; for, as far as we have seen, this condition of the 
system has always been present, and sometimes to an alarming 
degree. 

The essential characters then of phlegmasia dolens may briefly 
be stated to consist of the following strongly marked characters. 
1st. Fever always to a greater or less degree. 2d. Pain gene- 
rally commencing in the hip, groin, and sometimes the back. 
3d. Swelling commencing at the seat of pain, and proceeding 
with more or less rapidity down the w'hole limb. 4th. The swell- 
ing elastic, not retaining the impression of the finger. 5th. The 
whole swoln part white, even more so than natural, in some in- 
stances, but never red w r hen uncomplicated. 6th. The whole 
limb exquisitely sensible to the touch. 7th. Total inability to 
move the limb, and action always creating great suffering. 8th. 
The temperature of the whole affected part much above the na- 
tural temperature. 9th. The labium pudendi of the diseased side 
almost always participates in the swelling, but never extending 
to the other labium, unless the other limb be also affected. 10th. 
After the first leg begins to improve, or is, perhaps, nearly well, 
the opposite leg runs through a similar course, and sometimes 
with an aggravation of symptoms. J 1th. That the limb thus 
affected, rarely suppurates. 12th. That this disease is rarely 
attended by danger. 13th. That after the more violent stage of 
inflammation is abated, which generally happens, under proper 
treatment, about the sixth or eighth day, that the swelling abates 
its elastic character, and takes on that of. a common oedema. 
14th. The milk usually diminishes, and sometimes disappears* 

37 
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We have been thus particular, yet we trust, strictly faithful, 
in enumerating the essential characters of phlegmasia dolens* 
that the coincidences and.discrepancies between it and phlebitis, 
may be more readily subjected to comparison. 

Symptoms and General Character of Phlebitis . 

In giving an analysis of the symptoms of phlebitis, we have 
chosen the one condensed in the Medico-Chirurgical Review, Vol. 
IV. p. 509, from Recherches Cliniques pour servir a I’Histoirede 
la fhlebite; par M. J. Bouillaud, M. D. Revue M^d/Avril et 
Juin, 1825; and from Expose succinct des Rescherches faites sur 
la Phlebite; par M. F. Ribes, M. D. Revue Med. Juillet, 1825. 
We have chosen this in preference to other authorities, because 
they are the latest who have written on this subject, though we 
have no evidence that they consider phlebitis identical with 
phlegmasia dolens. We shall give the English version, as con- 
tained in the above named Review. Fir$t of Dr. Bouillaud. 

“ Sy?nptoms. — 1 . The symptoms of inflammation in the 
trunk of a superficial or external vein are easily recognised* 
The member swells, becomes hot, painful, or is even the seat of 
phelgmonous erysipelas . The vessel itself feels tense, hard, 
knotty , or like a cord . Abscesses not unfrequently form in the 
course of the vein .* The pain, our author thinks, is more de- 
pendent on an affection of the neighbouring nerves, than on in- 
flammation of the vein itself. (Edema of the limbs is a very 
common attendant on phlebitis of one or more of the principal 
veins , and evidently arises from the mechanical obstruction to the 
return of the blood — the veins being now acknowledged to be the 
principal conductors of the serous exhalations, (see note to page 
430,) that takes place in the cellular tissue. Such are the signs 
of local phlebitis. 

“2. When the inflammation extends to the whole or to a great 
portion of that vast membrane which lines the internal surface of 
the venous system, we constantly find that a violent fever is 
lighted up. Among many of our patients, the fever presented al! 

* It seems from late observations, that there is a marked difference in the pa- 
thological conditions of the internal coats of the arteries, and that of the veins: in 
the former, tire adhesive form of inflammation is almost sure to occur; while in 
the latter, the suppurative is very certain to take place. This latter circumstance 
has been frequently observed in the veins of the brain, and in those of the uterus. 
Dr. Clarke observed this condition of the uterine veins in women who be declared 
had died of puerperal fever; but, most probably, it was from hysteritis; and Dr. 
Abercombie and M. Cendrin saw marks of a simitar kind in the venous tubes of 
the brain. It mu6l, however, be admitted, that the internal coats of the veins 
have yielded lymph when inflamed, and obliteration has followed, as in the arte- 
ries. Dr. Bailie relates a case, in which the lower cava, from the emulgent veins 
to the entrance of thd vena cairn hepatic was obliterated, as he believed to have 
been produced by the effusion of lymph and consequent adhesion. 
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those characters which are attributed to what are called pitlrid , 
adynamic or typhoid fevers ; and indeed the term putrid is 
perfectly applicable, since after, nay before death, there are une- 
quivocal signs of decomposition, or a kind of putrid fermenta- 
tion of the fluids.” 

Second. M. Ribes says, “ The veins are very frequently in - 
flamed and this affection is a very dangerous one.” (Yet phleg- 
masia dolens is a rare disease, and is very seldom dangerous.) 
“In incipient phlebitis, the patient experiences a slight pain in 
the track of the veins affected . These vessels swell and be- 
come prominent , presenting a light bluish colour , and subse- 
quently a brownish pale hue . The circulation ceases in the 
vessel , and the blood becomes more or less decomposed . If the 
circulation should be re-established, the contents of the vein are 
carried into the current of the circulation, and dangerous conse- 
quences may ensue,” p. 512. “ Phlebitis is a serious malady % and 

is often quickly mortal .” Ibid. 

We have thus brought into opposition the characteristic symp- 
toms of phlegmasia dolens, and phlebitis, which we now submit 
to the reader’s candour to determine the strength of their analogy; 
or rather, how far they have a right to be considered as absolute 
identity. Let him run his eye over such parts of the description 
and consequences of phlebitis as are emphasised, and compare 
them with the general history of phlegmasia dolens, and he will 
at once perceive, we are certain, their discrepancies, and deter-* 
mine their entire want of sameness. 

But lest it be thought that we have drawn our conclusions 
from premises not attempted to be sustained by Dr. Davis, we 
will produce in a very short compass all the symptoms detailed 
in his histories, that he may speak for himself. 

“ Case I. — Caroline Dunn, aet. 21 ; weak constitution, delivered 
on the 7th of February; severe labour; some hemorrhage after 
delivery; placenta removed artificially. 8th* Pulse 9o; tongue 
white and moist; no pain in the abdomen from pressure; sore- 
ness in vagina. On the 13th, slight fever; pulse full and quick; 
costive; tongue white and dry; the labia pudendi inflamed and 
t edemalous ; some headnch ; respiration difficult; discharge from 
vagina resembling cream. 17th, better; 2ist, much better; 
22d, still better; 2ftth, worse; leg and thigh much swollen-; pain 
in the groin: no signs of inflammation; no pitting on pressure; 
28th, no better; leg pitted on pressure; March 3d, total insensi- 
bility; limb equally swollen ; 4th, died.” 

We shall introduce a part of the dissection as performed by 
Mr. Lawrence, “ which is a sufficient guarantee for its correct- 
ness.”* 

* Med. Cliir. Review, p. 3B1. 
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Dissection . — ^ The left lower extremity presented a uniform 
eedematous enlargement, without any external discolouration, 
from the hip to the foot. This was found, on farther examina- 
tion, to proceed from the ordinary anasarcous effusion into the 
cellular membrane.’ 9 The inguinal glands a little enlarged, as 
they usually are in a dropsical limb, but without any sign of in- 
flammation. The femoral, external iliac, common iliac, firmly 
plugged apparently by a coagulation of blood. The other veins 
thickened, except the saphena and branches, which were healthy. 
That the substances occupying the cavities of the vein were, the 
product of inflammation. 

We cannot do better than present the observations on this 
case contained in a review of Dr. Davis’s work on phlegmasia 
dolens. 

14 We take the liberty of differing from Dr. D. on the identity 
of the case described with that of real phlegmasia dolens. We 
ground our first doubt on the fatal issue of the case, which is 
contrary to the general experience of the profession hitherto; for 
it must be recollected that Zinn’s patient died of asthma, and not 
of phlegmasia dolens. If, then, there are very few cases on re- 
cord, where phlegmasia dolens in itself proved fatal, we have at 
least grounds for supposing, (we do not say it amounts to proof,) 
either that Dr. Davis’s case was not phlegmasia dolens, or that 
its proximate cause was different from the proximate cause of 
phlegmasia dolens in general.”* The reviewer asks, in a note, 
“ Is it likely that so serious, and generally so fatal a disease as an 
inflammation of the internal coat of veins, under other circum- 
stances, should be almost invariably devoid of danger in phleg- 
masia dolens f ”t 

“ Our main doubt, however,” continues the reviewer, u is 
grounded on the anatomical, or rather, the pathological difference 
between Dr. Davis’s case, and those described by authors. We 
have Mr. Lawrence’s authority that the enlargement of the limb 
proceeded from ordinary anasarcous effusion into the cellular 
substance. Does this state harmonize with the description of 
phlegmasia dolens as given by authors, or as seen by practi- 
tioners. It ia contradistinguished, by all the writers we have 
perused, from anasarcous infiltration , (and certainly from our 
own observation in at least four or five cases,) by the tense, or 
hard, or, at all events, elaatic swelling of the limb — not pitting 
on pressure,” p. 382. 

Dr. Bateman runs the following parallel between the two dis- 
eases:— “ The swelling is general and equal over the whole limb ; 
it is much harder and firmer than in anasarca, in every stage of 

♦ Med. Chir. Rer. Vol. V. No. 18, p. 382. t Ibid. 
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the disorder; it is not so cold, in any state of the disease, as in 
the dropsical swelling, nor so much diminished by the horizontal 
position ; neither does it pit when pressed upon by the finger, 
nor does any water issue from, it when it is punctured by means 
cf a lancet.”* “ When these descriptions are compared with 
Mr. Lawrence’s dissection, we think every unprejudiced mind 
will agree with us, that Dr. Davis's case was of a character 
wholly different from genuine phlegmasia dolens,” p. 383.. 

“Case II. — A lady of a sanguineous, irritable temperament, 
died suddenly in the midst of apparently high and perfect health, 
on the 20th of September, 1819, six weeks after confinement. 
She was seized with peritoneal inflammation- the day after deli- 
very, which yielded to active measures. Ten days after this, 
she complained of deep-seated pain i)i the groin , and along the 
great vessels. Dr. D. found the limb swelled, and very painful , 
but by leeches and blisters, this new inflammation was speedily 
reduced, and in a week, the swelling- had entirely subsided’, the 
patient having recovered the perfect use of the limb. From this 
period she convalesced rapidly and satisfactorily, but died, as 
above staled, in the midst of apparent healths 

In what possible respect can this case be looked upon as a case 
of phlegmasia dolens? Is there a single coincidence of symptom 
between the two diseases? The only circumstance on which 
even a remote analogy can be based, is “ a deep-seated pain in 
the groin,” and that, “ the limb was considerably swelled and 
exquisitely painful .” But will such conditions of a limb alone, 
constitute phlegmasia dolens? 

“Case III. — This is a case communicated by Dr. Davis’s 
friend, Mr. Oldknow. A woman was delivered, bv an easy la- 
bour, in September, 1820. She did well for about three weeks. 
She was then attacked by a violent diarrhoea,. for which she took 
astringents. Fever continued. On the thirtieth day after deli- 
very the diarrhoea returned, and ‘the left lower extremity became 
swollen and painful, with considerable increase of fever/ Four 
days afterwards she died,” p. 435. 

In this case, the only pretence for calling this a case of phleg- 
masia dolens, during the life of the patient, was the existence 
“of swollen and painful lower extremity and no proof of its 
having been a case of this kind, is adduced by the examination 
after death. The whole attention of the operator appears to have 
been occupied in the examination of the blood vessels; “the 
femoral vein and iliac veins were much enlarged, and contained 
adherent layers of coagulated blood. The same appcafances, but 
in a lesser degree, were observed in the cava as far as the en- 
trance of the renal veins. The coats of the veins were highly 

* Rees’* Cyclopedia, Vo!. 28. 

37* . 
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inflamed, and intimately attached to the surrounding parts. The 
absorbents and glands were sliuhtly enlarged.” These morbid 
changes may, perhaps with propriety, entitle this case to stand 
with those of phlebitis; but it has no possible right to be ranked 
with those of phlegmasia dolens. 

The sudden death of this patient, we conceive, will effectually 
prevent her case from being acknowledged as one of phlegmasia 
dolens,* for we believe, from what we have seen and read of this 
disease, that it is the first instance, if it be one, that has termi- 
nated so suddenly in death. Indeed, this termination is so con- 
fessedly rare, that phlegmasia dolens has never been looked upon 
as a disease of danger.f though one for a time of great suffering, 
and almost always one of tedious convalescence. 

Case IV. — A lady of a delicate constitution, and irritable ha- 
bit, was delivered on the 2d of July, 1821. She was doing well 
until the seventh day; on this day she was exposed to cold, and 
was seized with a rigour. During the forming of the hot stage, 
she felt a pain in her left side, which increased rapidly, and for 
w,hich she was bled without much relief. She was afterwards 
bled, leeched, and blistered. The affection of the chest was re- 
lieved, but fever continued. In the evening of the 9th, “ unequi- 
vocal symptoms of phlegmasia dolens declared themselves.” She 
died on the 23d of the same month. 

“On dissection, there was effusiQn and inflammation in the 
chest, * the left lower extremity, from the hip to the toe, was con- 
siderably, but not greatly enlarged, and there was an evident en- 
largement of the labium pudendi/ The iliac veins on both sides 
were unusually turged with blood. When the left was opened, 
it was found to contain a firm coagulum of blood, not adherent 
to the vessel at that place. Higher up, however, in the common 
iliac portion, the coagulum was adherent to the internal surface 
of the vessel. The left internal iliac was greatly inflamed, and 
the diameter so much contracted as to be almost impervious. 

“In the above case, we have to regret that nothing is said of 
the state of the limb from the 9th of July, ‘When the unequivo- 
cal symptoms of phlegmasia dolens commenced/ till the patient’s 
In the dissection, again, nothing is said of the pathologi- 
qilcoodition of the limb. The whole attention is concentrated 
on the vessels. Now it ought to havq been Ur. Davis’s chief and 
main object to provq, in all these cases, that the disease was 

htii -I*' 8 tru? * ^ ,al ‘ n case related by Puzos, the patient died on the fifth day. 
He reU!M^ e A rg L r °^ ,er lo ^ 0,re ** d'ecl of the doctor,” than of phlegmasia dotena. 
proved faialon *0 P ,aco * n l,lc f° l,rlh month of pregnancy, and which 

deatlPtook^ rc * alcs 0 ca*e, on the authority of Dr. Mnnq, of Bonlon, in which 
• viow to dra* 00 (£. om 8 P* iacc * U8 » * n consequence of the limb being punctured with 
w off the water supposed to be present. 
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really phlegmasia dolens, by an accurate description of the symp- 
toms and state of the limb, and then to have traced the cause , if 
he could. But it is evident that the first and main object is al- 
most totally neglected — or where it is adverted to, as in Mr. 
Lawrence’s dissection, it makes against the question — and, there- 
fore, we do not consider ourselves bound to subscribe to our au- 
thor’s etiology, without having the necessary documents respect- 
ing the symptoms and dissections of the cases.”* 

We cannot, however, hesitate to believe, that the swelling 
spoken of was produced by the inflammation and obstructions 
discovered by dissection, as Ribes tells us it is one of the common 
symptoms of phlebitis; but we must deny that that swelling and 
the swelling attending phlegmasia dolens, are of one and the same 
kind, as this author expressly called it, “ (Edematous.” 

From all the facts adduced by Dr. Davis in support of his pa- 
thology of phlegmasia dolens, sufficient evidence is not afforded, 
that “ the proximate cause of this disease is a violent inflammation 
of one or more of the principal veins within and in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the pelvis,” &c. Nor, in our opinion, is this 
pathology sustained by the cases related by Velpeau, purporting 
to illustrate the cause of this disease, though they coincide with 
the observations of Dr. Davis. 

Dr. Valpeau has drawn the same conclusion as regards the 
proximate cause of phlegmasia dolens as Dr. Davis, though not 
aware he had been anticipated in this by the latter gentleman. 
We will briefly relate his cases — that is, we will mention every 
circumstance w r hich may bear upon the question. 

Case I. — Valette, eighteen years old, had a tedious labour; on 
the third day she was much affected by some melancholy tidings. 
She now laboured under an, acute pueumonic affection. Eleven 
days alter delivery she had chills and fever, pain in the groin, 
hypochondria, and left side of the pelvis. On the forty-first day, 
the left leg was found to be swelled, with pain in the hip and 
groin, and ultimately in the whole limb. “The whole extremity 
cedemalous .” Pressure gives pain only in the groin. On the 
sixtieth day she died. 

Dissection . — ■“ When the left extremity was cut into, it was 
found much infiltrated in the cellular tissue. The lymphatic 
glands of the groin were much swelled and red — the muscles 
small and pale” — crural vein red externally, and its cellular coat 
thickened. This was the case in all its deep-seated branches. 
Purulent matter was found in these veins, and pus in the cava, . 
and purulent deposition in other places. Can any one recognise 
phlegmasia dolens in the history of this case, or in the details of 
the dissection? There was a swelled leg, it is true — but it is 

• Med. Chir. Rev. p. 385. 
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expressly declared to be " cedematous,” and this is the only re- 
semblance. 

Case II. — Damiens, thirty-five years of age. She had a quick 
delivery. During the first three days nothing remarkable oc- 
curred. Fourth, fever, and deep seated pain in the pelvis. On 
the thirteenth day the lower extremities are much swelled and 
painful, especially the left. Fifteenth, breathing affected, diffi- 
culty in passing water, diarrhoea. Twentieth, the tower extremi- 
ties more swelled and red, (enfl^es et rouges,) belly swelled and 
painful. Twenty-sixth day, died. In the dissection there was 
nothing to justify the opinion that this was a case of phlegmasia 
dolens; or perhaps that it was a case even of phlebitis. 

Case III. — Has even less claim to the title assumed for it, than 
the preceding — the only possible circumstance to rest such an 
opinion upon is, that #< there were pains in the upper and lower 
extremities — the latter beginning to show oedema . 

Such are- the kind of cases which of late have been foisted 
upon the medical public, for instance of phlegmasia dolens ; than 
which, nothing can be less similar. Dr. Davis has evaded all 
the difficulties that might attach to a regular history of the ap- 
pearances of the limb, by declaring, in some instances, that 
“ lQ-day unequivocal signs of phlegmasia dolens appeared we 
must therefore take his word for the truth of -the observation ; 
not, however, that we would insinuate, that he would in the 
slightest degree misrepresent the appearances which led him to 
this conclusion, but that he was satisfied with symptoms which 
we think did not constitute the disease. The cases of Bouillaud 
and Ribes, are precisely of the same character as regards their 
relation to phlegmasia dolens, though they may be looked upon as 
instances of phlebitis. But to Velpeau, we cannot even accord 
this acknowledgment. 

We find also a case recorded in the Medico-Chirurgical Re- 
view, for 1825 , Vol. Ilf., New series, p. 540 , which purports to 
be a case of phlegmasia dolens, that required the amputation of 
the leg in consequence of an apprehended sphacelus. '1 he only 
circumstance on which the title of the case is founded, is, that 
M the limJb^was not evidently swelled, but there was a good deal 
of tenderness in, and about the ham V But, unfortunately for Mr. 
Davies, the narrator of this case, lie had just before informed 
Us, that “ the limb became instantly paralyzed, from below the 
knee to the toes, by a sudden metastasis of excruciating ✓pain 
from the left loin and hip, which suddenly flew down to the leg 
and fool.” On dissecting the amputated limb, “ the veins were 
found completely distended with firmly coagulated blood ; their 
coates were thickened, and their inner surfaces very much in- 
flamed. In consequence of whickMr. Davies declares that M the 
morbid appearances tend to confirm the truth of Dr. Davis’s views 
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of the pathology of phlegmasia dolens.” To which we might 
perhaps agree, if there had been a single symptom of this disease 
present ; or if Dr. Davis had proved that phlebitis, and phlegmasia 
dolens, were one and the same disease ; or even, if in phlegmasia 
dolens, that phlebitis were constantly present. This latter, now- 
ever, we confess, would have been a most difficult task, as the 
rare fatality of phlegmasia dolens leaves but very scanty chances 
to do so ; while phlebitis is very frequently fatal. But what will 
be said by the advocates of this new doctrine of phlegmasia do- 
lens to the observations of M. Tonnelk? upon puerperal fever, and 
in which the subject of phlebitis is mentioned as a frequent oc- 
currence ; and which has a direct bearing upon the subject in 
question ; and we may add, with a peculiar force, as his facts were 
not intended to be applied to the use to which we now wish to 
apply them — namely, that of 324 cases of puerperal fever, there 
were 134 in which pus was found in the veins and lymphatics; 
yet even oedema was present but in one instance; and not one 
word is said of phlegmasia dolens ! Could such a state of a limb 
have been overlooked by apparently so careful an observer as 
M. T., had it been present? And if uterine phlebitis be the cause 
of phlegmasia dolens, would it not be reasonable to have expected 
one case of it, among so many instances of phlebitis? And 
farther, tjiat phlebitis uniformly gives rise to a typhoid form of 
fever; a circumstance well worthy of note, as no such type of 
fever has ever been found to belong to phlegmasia dolens. 

Having thus reviewed the several opinions which have been 
offered on the proximate cause of phlegmasia dolens, we are 
every way assured, that they will appear to the greater part of 
medical practitioners, as unsatisfactory as they have to us; but 
that they unequivocally prove, that this interesting subject of 
pathological research remains still unsettled. We have, upon 
this subject, but two suggestions to make; namely — 1st, be the 
affection seated in whatever tissue it may, its character is highly 
inflammatory; 2d. that in our opinion, this inflammation occu- 
pies exclusively the white lymphatic vessels of the cellular mem- 
brane of the several textures of the limb ; for we are every way 
satisfied that redness is not essential to inflammation, as we have 
before declared. We therefore agree in part with Dr. Hull, 
since he admits among the tissues he particularizes as being in- 
volved in this disease, the cellular membrane as one. And in 
suppprt of the opinion we have adopted respecting inflammation, 
we think we cannot do better than employ his arguments against 
redness being a sine qnanon to its existence. 

“Should it be objected to this theory, that there is no redness 
of the external surface of the cutis, my answer is, that redness, 
though a general attendant of inflammation, in the human dybo, 
does not constitute inflammation, nor is it a circumstance essen- 
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tially necessary to inflammation. The cheek in blushing, for 
example, presents redness and increase of heat to the eye and 
touch : but there is no pain, consequently no inflammation. The 
cornea, on the other hand, when we cannot trace a single vessel 
carrying red blood beyond its margin, is frequently affected with 
inflammation: there is pain, heat, &c., and small abscesses or 
ulcers, or depositions of coagulable lymph, commonly called 
specks or pearls, take place in it. Animals which have no red 
blood in any part of their system, are not exempt from inflam- 
mation. And the less acute kinds of inflammation, which take 
place in the membranes of the brain, the pleura, peritoneum, 
tunica vaginalis, testes, &c., are not always characterized by 
an evident redness, especially when an extravasation of coagu- 
lating lymph, or a large effusion of serosity soon happens and 
moderates them, as in peritonitis conjunctiva , and apoplexia 
hydrocephalica Culleni, and the acute stages of hydrothorax, 
ascites, and hydrocele. Hence, it may happen, thatwhen the 
symptoms of a disease induce the attending physician to consider 
it as a phlegmasia, dissection may be supposed to show that be 
is mistaken as to the nature of the complaint, if redness be ad- 
mitted, as an essential mark, a sine qua non of inflammation. 
Indeed, this point appears to be almost entirely given up by late 
pathologists.*'* 

What the exciting causes may be of this disease, we are not 
exactly prepared to say, as it takes place in two diametrically 
opposite conditions of the system; namely, that of repletion, and 
of exhaustion. Thus, we have seen it in two highly plethoric 
females: with one the labour was rapid and easy ; in the other it 
was rather tedious, and very painful. In several others we have 
witnessed it to follow severe and extensive uterine hemorrhages, 
and were we to decide from our own experience as to the fre- 
quency of its occurrence after any one condition of the system, 
we should say, it was most apt to follow severe uterine losses of 
blood, than from any other single cause. 


Method of Cure . 

However writers may disagree as regards the particular struc- 
ture occupied by this disease, they are unanimous with respect to 
the nature of it — they all maintain it to be inflammatory. About 
this there can be no mistake, as all its symptoms and habits de- 
clare this condition of the tissue to be present. We have fever 
with a highly active pulse; a hot dry skin; acute pain; and 
swelling, attended by heat of the part; excessive soreness of the 

* Hull on Phlegmusia Dolen§, p. 209. 
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limb to the touch; great thirst, sometimes; white tongue, &c.; in 
a word, every thing that betrays an active local inflammation. 


Blood-letting and Leeching. 

The means of cure consist in depletion from the circulating 
system, both general and local — we therefore abstract blood from 
the arm, to the full extent the system will bear at the time; but 
which must be repeated, if the fever be but little or none abated, 
and the pain be undiminished. So soon as the force of the pulse 
is diminished, if the fever continue, leeches should be applied to 
the diseased limb, in such number as shall secure the loss of five 
or six ounces of blood. Our practice in the use of leeches, is to 
have them pretty much dispersed over the surface of the limb, 
that their bites may not be too near each other; as they some- 
times leave troublesome sores, when crowded together where the 
skin is much distended. The leeching may be repeated in a day 
or two, provided the pain, heat, and elastic feel of the swelling, 
remain severe or unabated. We, however, never apply the 
leeches until arterial force is weakened by bleeding from the 
arm ; as relief is by no means certain unless this has taken place. 
In two or three cases we were obliged to repeat the bleeding six 
or seven times, and the leeching two or three, before the disease 
yielded. 


Purging , <$-c. 

/ 

In aid of blood-letting, we employ purging to a liberal extent, 
during the continuance of the active stage of the disease; and, for 
this purpose, we prefer the saline cathartics; especially when 
combined with an equal weight of calcined magnesia; the follow- 
ing are the usual doses: R. sulph. magnes., magnes. alb. ust. a&. 
3iij. M. div. in iij. One of these portions is to be given every 
two hours, in a wine-glassful of sweetened water or lemonade, 
until they operate freely. 

We have, also, found decided advantage in the nitrous anti- 
monial pow'ders, until fever is reduced, or perspiration established. 
The regimen, throughout the active stages of the disease,is to be 
strictly antiphlogistic . 


Topical Applications . 

Much injury is oftentimes done by the injudicious employment 
of stimulating embrocations or liniments; this should be peremp- 
torily forbidden. No kind of application whatever should be 
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made to the limb itself until after the fever has abated and the 
pulse is reduced by bleeding; or leeching the limb. When this 
is effected, the vinegar vapour bath may be used, two or three 
times a day, with great advantage, but not before. 

The mode of employing this is as follows: the limb should be 
bared in the bed, and the bed-clothes be raised from it by means 
of a common hoop from a barrel, being cut in two and tied to- 
gether at right angles with each other; this must be made to 
straddle the leg. 't hree bricks must be heated pretty hot, and 
then plunged in vinegar; after they are loaded with the vinegar, 
they may be folded in cloths, and one applied to each side of the 
limb, and the other to the foot. The bed-clothes must now be 
returned over the spider, to keep in the vapour arising from the 
bricks. This steaming should be continued until the patient 
complain of feeling weak; they are then to be removed. This 
process is almost certain to produce a copious perspiration over 
the whole extent of the limb. Should this, however, not be 
found to be the case upon examining the limb in fifteen or twenty 
minutes after the application of the bricks, but, instead, the limb 
is found to be hot and dry, these articles should be removed, as 
they will not succeed if they are even allowed to remain, as the 
heat of the limb is beyond the sweating point. 

When this happens, we may be certain that the bricks have 
been applied too early — that is, before arterial action was suffi- 
ciently reduced. In this case, we must renew the depleting're- 
medies, either general or local, or both. On this account, it is 
always well to examine the pulse carefully before we have re- 
course to this remedy. But when perspiration is induced, the 
patient is almost certain to experience great relief, though, for 
the most part, but temporary at first; it must, therefore, be re* 
newed whenever the pain becomes excessive. 


Opium. 

From pain, and that excessive for the most part, being the con- 
stant attendant upon this complaint, it has been thought too ge- 
nerally, that opium, in some form or other should be administer- 
ed — but this, in our hands, has always been found highly injurious 
in the early and active stage of phlegmasia dolens. It should, 
therefore, never be given until the system be sufficiently reduced 
to bear this drug with advantage. And when it is eligible, the 
best mode of administering it is by injection. And, for this pur- 
pose, a tea-spoonful of laudanum, in a gill of warm water, may 
be used as occasion may require. Or Dover’s powder may be 
used at bed-time, in the dose of ten grains, when the system can 
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bear with profit the stimulus of its opium, and especially when 
the skin is indisposed to perspiration. 

As a general rule, the system will not bear the use of opium as 
long as the swelling preserves its elastic character, and this is 
generally from six to eight days. Nor should any stimulating 
applications to the limb be resorted to, until the intumescence 
puts on the appearance of oedema ; for, until this change takes 
place, the active, inflammatory stage, has not passed away. 
About the time above specified, (for we have known it happen 
earlier or be retarded later,) pain heat, fever, and swelling, begin 
to abate, and the patient is able to support her sufferings with 
less complaint. She can now, for the most part, bear the limb 
to be moved, or its position changed, without so much torture, 
though still very far from being relieved'. 


External Applications . 

We have always made the changes now spoken of, the guide 
for an additional application to the affected limb; (that is, when 
there is an abatement of the constitutional symptoms, and the 
swelling will retain the impression of the finger,) we now order 
a moderately stimulating embrocation, consisting of a beef's gall 
mixed in three half pints of brandy, rum, or whisky. With this 
the limb is to be bathed, (not rubbed,) two, three, or four times a 
day, as the patient can best bear it, having it a little warmed previ- 
ously. We would here suggest a caution to the nurse, that is more 
important than might at first sight appear — namely, to literally 
bathe the part, and not to rub it. Very great mischief is often- 
times done, by not paying attention to this rule, in all local ap- 
plications; for nothing but evil can follow the other mode, so 
long as inflammation, (however moderate,) continues to occupy 
the parts. But after this condition is removed, we believe that 
advantage may be derived by gentle friction, as it appears to 
contribute to absorption. 


Blisters . 

These remedies have been recommended by almost every 
writer on the subject of phlegmasia dolens — but why, we are at 
a loss to understand. For they are either not the appropriate 
remedies, or we have been very unskilful in their application. 
We have never had recourse to blistering but twice, and sorely 
did we repent each application. The disagreeable irritation 
produced by its operation in the first instance, and the tedious, 
disagreeable ulcer that followed, we imagine might have been 
38 
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owing to some accidental condition of the system, or perhaps 
idiosyncracy ; this led us to a second trial, but we experienced 
the same inconveniences: since when, we have altogether aban- 
doned their use. Before we ordered this remedy, it is proper 
to state, that we thought we had reduced the system to the pro- 

E r blistering point, but in this we may have been mistaken. 

«ides, however, the disadvantages just mentioned, arising from 
blistering, there are others which should not be lost sight of — 
namely, preventing other local applications, and especially the 
one mentioned above, which, in our opinion, is very much more 
useful ; and, secondly, by obliging the patient to maintain one 
position unnecessarily long, which is of no trifling moment to the 
invalid. 


Bandaging . 

This application has been recommended in phlegmasia dolens 
by some practitioners, ab initio ; but our own experience obliges 
us to say of it, that we have either been very unfortunate in our 
lot of patients of this kind, or if this be not so, that those who 
have professed to have derived advantage from it have mistaken 
oedema for phlegmasia dolens. For we certainly have never met 
with a case of this disease, that could bear, without severe com- 
plainings, the weight of the bed-clothes upon the affected limb, 
much less a bandage tightly drawn. We, however, must be ho- 
nest, and confess, that we have ever been deterred from the ap- 
plication of the bandage in the early stage of the disease, from the 
presence of so much sensibility in the part ; in the last stage, we 
have known peculiar benefit derived from its use. 

It is almost a constant sequence, that after all inflammation 
has disappeared, that the limb will remain swollen and feeble. 
For this condition, much advantage is derived from bandages, 
frictions with the dry hand, fumigating the limb with the smoke 
of burning rosin and exercise in a_carriage. The fumigation is 
conducted as follows: the patient’s limb is to be placed across a 
tub, in the bottom of which there is a small chafing-dish with hot 
embers. A little powdered rosin is to be strewed upon the em- 
bers, and the fumes prevented from escaping by having a blanket 
spread over the limb and tub— this may be repeated twice a 
day. 

It will be proper to observe that the limb should be kept a lit- 
tle elevated during the whole of the disease ; this is best done by 
a board well protected by pillows, and placed under the leg, 
with its lower end raised as high as the patient’s feelings will 
permit 

After the febrile symptoms have disappeared, the patient’s 
diet may be a little more generous: she may take thin chocolate, 
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a few oysters, chicken water, or soTt-boiled egg, &c., and if 
there be much debility, any of the tonics in common use may be 
employed with advantage; and these will be aided by a well 
regulated system of exercise, which must, of course, be left to the 
discretion of the physician, and to the circumstances of the pa- 
tient. 


CHAPTER XX. 

OF MILK ABSCESS. 

It is scarcely necessary to mention, that the female constitu- 
tion is much disposed to fever after parturition; the various cir- 
cumstances attending' gestation and labour, which are calculated 
on the one hand, to produce predisposition, and on the other, to 
0 excite fever, leave the system but little opportunity to escape 
this evil, unless much care be paid to guard the woman against 
all exciting causes. But, unfortunately, the practice of those 
who have charge of females at this period, is the very reverse of 
what is dictated by reason, or is sanctioned by experience; and 
hence, the production of fever, in a greater or less degree. 

From the changes which almost invariably take place during 
pregnancy, and immediately after delivery, it is evident, that it 
is the design of nature that the mother shall provide nourishment 
for the child, at a certain period after delivery ; and for the ful- 
filment of this design, milk is generally formed in the breasts,, 
as soon after delivery as the necessities of the child require- 

The evidence of the capacity of the mammse for the produc- 
tion of this fluid, consists in their tumefaction ; and when this se^ 
cretion is best performed, it is neither attended with excessive 
swelling nor painful distention. Nor is the arterial system* ex- 
cited to fever, for the purpose of preparing, milk, as is errone- 
ously supposed by many. But we too frequently witness the Tery 
reverse of what should have taken place under proper manage- 
ment, from the neglect of the most obvious rules of propriety, 
and the total disregard of the suggestions of nature. 

Milk fever is so familiarly spoken of, and is so constantly ex- 
pected, as to be considered a sine qua non to the production of 
this fluid ; hence, it is rarely guarded against by suitable restric- 
tions ; and hence, the frequency of the mischief it creates when 
too violent, or when unrestrained. It is evident from this view 
of the subject, that there must be an error in the premises as- 
sumed respecting this function ; it is this error which we now 
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wish very briefly to point out, that the consequences may be 
avoided. 

It is, in our view an absurdity to suppose that nature designed 
the child should be furnished with nourishment at so much ex- 
pense of health and comfort to the mother. That she should 
run the risk, not only of ill health herself, but also of being de- 
prived of the capacity to fulfil the object for which this secretion 
is intended ; or, in other words, that the capacity to furnish sup- 
port for the child, should deprive the mother of the'power of 
maxing the provision. For, in how many instances do we see 
the useful purposes of the breasts destroyed by inflammation and 
suppuration? 

These considerations make us pronounce the fever, which ac- 
companies the swelling of the breasts previously to the formation 
and discharge of the milk, a disease of artificial origin: in proof 
of which, beside what we have endeavoured to establish from 
reason, it can always, or with very few exceptions, be avoided, 
Ky proper observances on the part of the patient herself, and 
those who may have charge of her.* The rules for this purpose % 
are simple, and of easy execution. 

First. After delivery, let no stimulating article be given the 
patient, as wine, or liquors of any kind; spices, chocolate, &c. 

Second. To allow her no animal substance whatever, either in 
a liquid or solid form, as soup, &c. 

Third. To permit her the free use of cool drinks, as toast 
water, balm tea, water alone, or lemonade. 

Fourth. To give, on the morniBg of the third day, a cathartic 
of sufficient power to procure three or four evacuations. 

Fifth. To allow fresh air to pass freely through the room, and 
around her bed ; and not to heat her body, by an over-quantity 
of bed-clothes, or by being surrounded by curtains. 

But the last direction must be so conducted, as not to endanger 
fyer taking cold. 

Sixth. To apply the child early and frequently to the breast. 

By observing these rules, we know that milk fever may be 
^voided in almost every instance. But should these rules not be 
QbsefVed* the distention of the breasts may become so great as to 
excite severe pain; and from an overstretching of the tubuli 
lactiferi, inflammation may be excited, which may terminate in 
suppuration.f 

* We have occasionally met with cases where the formation of milk was always 
attended with fever, notwithstanding every precaution was used to prevent it. 
These instances must be looked upon, as the exceptions to the rule ; for fever to 
any extent does not occur, perhaps, once in a thousand times. 

t We shall relate a very extraordinary case of the accumulation of milk in the 
breast, from Prof. Scarpa, both on account of its singularity aa well as for ita 
practical value. 

u A young peasant, of small stature, but robust constitution, perceived, ten days 
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It must, however, be acknowledged, that milk fever is not the 
only cause of mammary swelling and abscesses. There is a 
peculiar liability to this disease, during the first fifteen or twenty 
days after delivery ; and the causes may be various and obvious, 
as well as special and hidden. Blows or bruises ; bad nipples 
exposure to cold, either general or partial a neglect of. dis- 
charging the milk in proper time from them ^pressure from stays 
or corsets; metastasis, &c. At other times the breast swells and 
inflames, without our being able to determine the cause. Some 
women are more liable to this affection. thau< others; and they 
will sometimes have a repetition of it with* almost every child 
they may have. 

Sometimes a chill announces a derangement in the system ; 
sfeon after which a pain is felt in one of the breasts, and, upon 
examination, a tumour may generally be discovered in the sub- 
stance of it; at other times* no such tumour can be felt, but the 
breast is observed to swell, and be tender when pressed. 

From this variety in the' early stage of this complaint, it is 
evident that the seat of inflammation is not always confined to 
the same tissue in this organ ; sometimes it is a portion of the 
gland which is attacked, and at others it would appear to be the 
cellular substance alone that is involved. 

When the gland is attacked, it suddenly increases in. size, be- 
comes extremely tender to the touch, and gives a great deal.of 
acute pain. The breast sometimes swells to an immense size, 
especially such as^are naturally large, and what is called fleshy. 
The woman finds no comfort or ease in any posture, and the 
weight of the breast itself occasions much severe sufferings 


after a second accouchment, a tumour in Ihe left aroi'ptVnat paeced&f by any in. 
flammaltfry symptoms or pain. She continued la Cocke! her infant from both 
breast* — but more especially from the left, in the hope of dissipating the swelling; 
but the effect' was quite contrary to her expectations, for the flow of milk in that 
breast diminished every day; white the tumour in the axilla increased. This tu- 
mefaction gradually extended to the mamma, and, at i&at, occupied the whole of 
it. In the course of iwo months the breast got to such a size that it measured 
thirty-four inches in circumference, and, when sitting, the mamma rested on the 
thigh of that side. The skin covering this tumour presented no particular altera, 
tion in appearance, except that it was rather tense and shining, the subcutaneous 
veins beirg dilated. Prof. Scarpa thrust a middle-sized trocar into the tumour 
near the axilla, where the integuments appeared thin. A flow of pure milk fol- 
lowed, and ten pints were drawn off in a continued stream. Ttie celebrated Dr. 
Frank was present at this operation, and was not a little astonished. When the 
milk was evacuated, the mamma was scarcely more voluminous than the other. 
The wound made by the trocar was enlarged, and a tent introduced for the pur- 
pose of facilitating any farther discharge." The milk was sent to M. Scopole, Prof, of* 
Chemistry, and its analysis showed, that notwithstanding the long sojourn of the 
fluid in the breast, it differed in none of its physical or chemical qualities from 
the recently secreted milk of a female. 

“ The obliteration of the cavity where the milk was lodged, could not be ^eff ected 
till a seton was established there. The cure was ultimately complete.” — flWd. 
Cbirur. Rev. Jan. 1827, p. 221. 

38 * 
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Fever is excited in the early formation of the local affection, 
and will be of different degrees of intensity, as the inflammation 
of the gland may be extensive, or as the system may be disposed 
to febrile action, or as it may be confined to the cellular mem- 
brane. 

The progress of the inflammation to suppuration, though always 
constant, if not interrupted, is not always equally rapid; some- 
times it requires many weeks before the pus will discharge itself, 
or permit an outlet to be made for it. But much will depend 
upon the seat of the gland that may be affected ; if it be deep, it 
will require a longer time, and so on; It may, however, be ob- 
served as a constant rule, that the inflamed gland is always longer 
before it suppurates than the cellular membrane when it is the 
seat of the inflammation. It is besides very much more painful; 

* and is attended with higher sympathetic fever, though the breast 
never becomes so large as in the other instance. 

In the variety of this complaint now to be noticed, the same 
remote and exciting causes may have operated; though we can- 
not say why the cellular membrane should have been selected 
for its seat. It commences by the same general phenomena, 
except, we believe, that it is always preceded by chill ; and tfce 
first intimation the woman may have, that it has ‘‘fallen on the 
breast, ” is a swelling and tenderness of the part upon pressure. 
The breast is now rapidly distended/ and generally in an equal 
manner; that is, without a circumscribed tumour within its sub- 
stance. 

The whole progress of the inflammation, &c., in this variety, 
is vastly more rapid than in the other, and were we to judge 
merely from appearances, is more alarming ; the swelling is much 
greater; but the pain is much more moderate. Indeed, we have 
seen it run, on to suppuration, without the slightest pain, except • 
from pressure. This variety passes through the same stages as 
the other; and pretty much after the same manner, if we except 
the rapidity of its march. We have seen it pass on to suppura- 
tion in the course of a. week. The external inflammation is much 
less intense, and itr very rarely attended by oedema. Indeed, we 
have seen very extensive suppuration, with scarcely any discolo- 
ration of the skin. It is also much less amenable to remedies; 
for it is very rarely made to resolve itself, however early attacked 
or vigorously pursued the plan may be. 

The two varieties may be combined, and it is not very unfre- 
quent that they are: when this takes place, the inflammation of 
the gland always appears first, and the cellular membrane after- 
wards becomes implicated, either from an extension of the origi- 
nal inflammati9n in,the gland, or by taking on this action later; 
fo* we have never- witnessed the cellular membrane injured, un- 
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til some time after the gland; nor have we ever seen the gland 
injured from the inflammation of the cellular membrane. 

However, if the progress of the gland to suppuration be slow, 
or the diseased part be very deep-seated, the cellular membrane 
may remain free for a long time, unless the complaint have been 
treated by stimulating or other improper applications; or by the 
early use of poultices. In this case, the part becomes enormously 
swelled; the epidermis separates from the true skin; a great 
number of small vesications appear, and the depending part of 
the breast becomes cedematous, and sometimes even discharges 
a considerable quantity of serum; indeed, the whole of the skin, 
covering the inflamed part, appears thickened, and saturated with 
a fluid, which escapes upon the smallest injury done to the part. 
This is so conspicuous sometimes, as to disguise the inflamed 
appearance of the integuments; and if it be pressed by the point 
of the finger, the impression will remain a long time, though it 
be not in a depending part. 


Of the Treatment. 

There is no inflammation of the phlegmonous kind, that runs 
on to suppuration with so much certainty, and sometimes with 
so much rapidity, as that wJiich attacks the mamma. On this 
account, not a moment is to be lost in temporizing; for an im- 
pression must be made, and that quickly, or all efforts will be un- 
availing, and the woman often be made to suffer for a long time 
an acute and almost never-ceasing pain. 

Is this failure to procure resolution a necessary ahd an una- 
voidable consequence? Or is it, in part, owing to the ikst period 
of the inflammation being either neglected, or improperly treated? 
We have said, that the inflammation of the breast runs on to sup- 
puration with great certainty: by this, we would wish to be un- 
derstood, that, if let alone, or if ill-managed, it will, rarely fail to 
suppurate; therefore, if an attempt be made to counteract this 
constant tendency, the remedy should be of the most decidedly 
antiphlogistic kind, and applied early. 

But our want of success in resolving mammary inflammation, 
does not. exclusively arise from .the pertinacity of its course; for 
there are several other causes, which almost constantly operate 
with equal certainty. . 

First. It is almost constantly submitted to the management of 
the nurse, or subjected to the “ infallible cure” of some old wo- 
man. 

Second. To very inadequate means being advised, and perse- 
vered in, until the time for the successful application of the pro- 
per remedies is irretrievably lost; or, 
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Third. To stimulating and heating applications being used, 
which quickly inflame the skin externally ; which unites with the 
one which has already attacked the breast within; and thus 
making it necessary to contend with two enemies instead of one. 

Fourth. To a want of perseverance and conformity to the pre- 
scriptions of the physician, after he has seen the breast, because 
immediate relief may not be experienced, or because some other 
plan has been advised. 

Fifth. To a false delicacy and fear on the part of the patient, 
lest the part be examined. 

The above causes are almost sure to operate against the early 
use of proper remedies; and it is almost certain to happen, that 
the physician is not consulted, until so much mischief is done, that 
he cannot, but in part, repair it. From what we have expe- 
rienced, when a fair chance has been offered us to oppose this 
disease, we are of opinion, that it need not suppurate near so 
often as it does. This holds out a strong inducement to the wo- 
man not to temporize, lest she incur an injury that will not be 
repaired through life. 

It is never too soon to oppose this disease; and if a very early 
opportunity occur, the woman should be advised so soon as pos- 
sible to employ the remedies, and to follow the plan now to be 
advised. 


1. Local Applications. 

We have never found any application so successfuljn the very 
early stage of this disease, as the frequent use of warm vinegar 
to the part. ' Its efficacy appears to us so certain, when sufficiently 
soon employed, that we need not in many instances look for any 
other remedy. It is particularly prompt in that condition of the 
breasts, in which a want of proper drawing leaves them; or 
where they become greatly and painfully distended by the sud- 
den secretion of milk, but which cannot be extracted with ease, 
or in sufficient quantity to relieve the tension, either from a de- 
fect in the external or inferior extremities of the tubuli lactiferi, or 
a proper conformation of the nipples themselves. 

These accumulations are always painful, and easily provoked 
to inflammation, by either the use of improper food, or improper 
•local applications. It is therefore every way important that this 
tendency should be arrested in limine. For this purpose the vi- 
negar is the most comforting, and, at the same time, the most 
certain, with which we are acquainted. 

This application is highly useful also in the commencement'of 
both the first and second varieties of mammary abscesses; and 
should be employed most perseveringly for at least twenty-four 
nours. If the pain or intumescence be not abated by this time. 
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leeches should be applied in sufficient number to abstract from 
eight to ten ounces of blood, and their wounds encouraged to 
bleed by cloths wrung out of warm water, or a soft bread and 
milk poultice.* The poultice is, however, to be removed so soon 
as the bleeding ceases, and its place supplied by a piece of linen 
rag, spread with fresh hog's lard; or a plaster of hog's lard and 
common flour, incorporated, and spread upon a cloth sufficiently 
large to cover the breast. 

These applications are to be continued until the leeches' bites 
are sufficiently healed to bear again the use of the vinegar, or the 
reapplication of leeches. We would use the first when we are 
certain the disease has diminished ; and the second, if we thought 
the disease to be gaining ground, or stationary. For it must be 
recollected, no truce is safe with this inflammation. We would 
therefore persevere in the leeching until we cannot hope to pre- 
vent suppuration. 

When this happens, let it be remembered, we are not to pro- 
mote the tendency to suppuration by poulticing, &c. ; for this 
only increases the.pending mischief, by the formation of a greater 
quantity of pus, and the consequent destruction of a greater quan- 
tity of the substance of the breast, by which its future usefulness 
may be entirely destroyed. It should therefore be a never-failing 
rule, to treat a mammary inflammation, as if it were not to sup- 
purate. 

From the period in which we took with certainty for the breast 
to suppurate, to the time at which this takes place, some saturnine 
application should be employed steadily. We are in the habit of 
using the following liniment for this purpose, and we think with 
advantage. 

Jfr. Ol. Olivar. Opt. - . gij. 

Liq. Plumbi sub. acetati*, ^j.. 
iElher Vitriol. . - gij. 

Tinct. Thebaic. - - gj. M. 


* A rag to be moistened with this liniment, and applied to the part 
frequently. . 

Dr. Clarkq speaks highly of thefollowing formula,. for the same 
purpose. 


R. Cerassa ace tala, 
Acetum. Distil.. 
Sp. vin. reel. 

Aq. Distil. 



f. sol. adde. 


M. 


This is to be applied constantly to the breast, cold, by means 

* .Late experience has convinced os, that leeching- is very moch more success- 
fbl, when it is performed below the breast, instead of from the tumid or inflamed 
portion of it, ss is usually done. We would therefore recommend thb application 
of the leeches to be mode about an inch below the circular margin of the mamma. 
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of a piece of linen. By this plan we prevent the formation of an 
over-quantity of pus ; we preserve the integrity of the external 
Covering, and we prevent oedema, almost certainly. 

Dr. Caffe states, (Jour. Hebdom. vol. ii. p. 23,) that in secre- 
tions of milk, attended by swelling and acute pain, that the fol- 
lowing embrocation acted with immediate benefit and relief. 

R. Aq. distil. Prun. Laur. ceras. Jj. 
jElhcr Sulph. - - • £j. 

Ext. G. Opii. - gra. iij. M. 

Apply it by means of fine linen, well wet with it. 

And Ranque recommends another application in the following 
terms : — 

“ The swelling of the breast, which precedes the formation of 
mammary abscesses, is caused, in the first instance, by the reten- 
tion of milk and the consequent distention of the lactiferous ducts. 
But this is not the only cause of the local derangement that so 
rapidly follows; for the vascular system of the mammee is won- 
derfully increased preparatory to, and during lactation: and, 
therefore, when this augmented circulation of the breasts is baf- 
fled in the performance of its proper function, — the secretion of 
milk, it often tend? to form, with great rapidity, vicarious and 
unhealthy products. Hence, arises the obstinacy of many such 
cases; and, hence, they are frequently not found to be amenable 
to the common methods of treating local congestions and inflam- 
mations. 

“ All practical men are, consequently, obliged to adopt various 
methods of treatment; and the skilful accoucheur is often enabled, 
by attention and pains, to save his patient from the suffering 
accompanying such affections.” 

Ranque, impressed with certain theoretical ideas, which it is 
unnecessary here to discuss, was led to the use of the following 
liniment: — 

R. Extract*! Belladonna:, jjij. 

Aquro Laur. ccraai, gij. 

./Ether is Sulphuric!, Jj. 

Ft. Linimentum . 


This must be well shaken before it is used. It is to be rubbed 
into the breast, as high as the axillse, morning and evening, and 
the breast must then be covered with fine flannel soaked in the 
liniment. This proceeding must be repeated every day, until the 
swelling disappears, which is usually on the second or third day. 
The ether has a smell, which, to some, is very disagreeable; but 
they ought to bear this inconvenience, if possible, for it adds 
essentially to the efficacy of the remedy. 
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2. Regimen . 

In aid of the local applications mentioned above, the patient 
must be restricted to a severe antiphlogistic regimen ; no ani- 
mal substance in any form should be allowed; nor any kind of 
liquor be permitted. She may have tea; weak coffee; milk and 
water; rennet-whey; very thin tapioca; thin sago; arrow-root; 
roasted apples; fruits of the season, &c. Her drink should be 
water; toasf'-water; molasses and water; apple-water; or thin 
lemonade. 


3. Purging , £c. 

Her bowels should be freely purged daily, by any of the neu- 
tral salts, magnesia, senna, &c. And, should there be much 
fever, she should lose blood from the arm, again and again, if 
necessary. 

She should be confined to the bed, and made to lie upon her. 
back, to favour the retiring of the blood from the breast. The 
breast should be very lightly covered, instead of being enveloped 
in many folds of flannel. The temperature of the air should be 
very moderate, and her drinks cool. 

This regimen, &c., should be persevered in, though suppura- 
tion be inevitable; indeed, it should be continued until the matter 
is discharged, either spontaneously, or by art. 


4. Puncturing. 

If matter form in spite of our exertions, the breast must be 
treated as an abscess usually is; our general rule is, to let it dis- 
q&arge itself, if the collection be small; but if the quantity be large, 
and the skin very thin and dark-coloured, we always puncture it 
« with a lancet, and take from it but a small quantity of pus at a 
time. After we have allowed an ounce, or a little more, to flow, 
we place a piece of lint upon the orifice, and for this time, stop 
any farther discharge. At the end of three or four hours we 
direct the dressings to be removed, and a fresh quantity allowed 
to escape, and so on, until the whole has passed. 

If there be pain at this time, we direct a soft bread and milk 
poultice; if there be none, we have it dressed with simple cerate. 
Sometimes the discharge from the wound is arrested by a portion 
of dead cellular membrane getting into the orifice; and this is 
particularly the case in the second variety of this abscess. If 
this happen, it should be removed by taking hold of it with a 
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piece of rag interposed between the thumb and finger. Should 
this, however, occasion pain, or blood discharge itself while 
making this effort, it must be desisted from; the external portion * 
cut off close to the breast, by a pair of sharp scissors, and the 
portion in the orifice pushed back by the extremity of a probe, 
and kept by this means from obstructing the wound, until a suffi- 
cient quantity of the pus be extracted. This has to be frequently 
repeated in some cases. 

Some are in the practice of making a large orifice for the dis- 
charge of the matter; but this is a reprehensible practice. It is 
sure to destroy a large portion of the surrounding skin* which is 
now weakened by distention ; it will also occasion a Targe and 
deep wound, in which granulations spring up too rapidly for the 
part to heal soundly. Fungus is almost sure to arise ; and a long* 
painful and weakening sore is left ; all of which might have been 
avoided by pursuing the plan just recommended. 

6. Caustic . 

It is not unfrequent for milk or serum to pass through the 
wound when it is near healing; and this continues sometimes te> 
be maintained a long time: this is owing to a small portion of 
fungus having possession of the orifice — this should be removed 
by the application of the nitrate of silver; which will permit the 
wound to heal immediately, unless it be the opening of a sinus of 
some depth. If the sinus be superficial, it is to be removed, by 
.enlarging the orifice by caustic, and then apply pressure; or by 
exciting inflammation, by injecting in it a solution of corrosive 
sublimate, in the proportion of a grain to an ounce of water. 

6. Seton . 

But when a deep-seated portion of the gland has suppuntteai. 
the wound sometimes will not heal ; a deep sinus is formed, whffifr 
continues to yield pus, in spite of every attempt to close the orl- 
fice. For the destruction of this sinus, Mr. Hey recommends 
cutting, through the substance of the breast, to its bottom ; an 
operation, confessedly of great severity, and one. which very 
few would have cotirage to encounter. Yet, as it is a disease 
which never cures itself ; as it is always attended by more or less 
induration of the breast; and as it always excites much uneasi- 
ness, and not unfrequently great alarm, lest it be the forerunner 
of cancer, the woman becomes very desirous that something should 
be done for her relief, and will therefore willingly submit to any 
moderate degree of pain, or privation, for this purpose. 

Fortunately, a much milder operation than Mr. Hey’s has been 
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recommended ; and it has succeeded most satisfactorily in all the 
cases in which it has yet been tried. This improvement is the 
seton operation of Dr. Physick, to whom the profession is already 
so largely indebted for his very many valuable suggestions in 
practical surgery* 

This operation is performed in the following manner; a probe 
is passed along the.sinus, so far as it will go. If the direction be 
outward, towards the portion of the breast next to the arm, so 
much the better; but if not, let the point be carried towards the 
side it most inclines to. When the probe has passed as far as it 
can along the sinus, the point is urged laterally, until its point is 
perceived to press against the skin without ; at this point it is to 
be cut upon, and the probe forced so far through this little wound, 
as to enable the operator to seize it either with his thumb and 
finger, or with a pair of forceps. The probe, which was pre- 
viously armed with a portion of braid, soft half-inch tape, or a 
piece of silk riband, is now to be drawn through. 

The seton is permitted to remain from three to four weeks, 
without being disturbed ; or until, from the healthy appearance 
and diminished quantity of pus, there is reason to believe the 
sinus will heal by Withdrawing it. But, should there be a ten- 
dency in the external orifices to close too soon after the seton is 
removed, or before the sinus is supposed to be healed, they are 
kept open by a small piece of bougie, or sponge tent, until the 
healing takes place. 

Should the matter become hard around the seton, and obstruct 
the farther flow of pus, it must be removed by carefully washing 
it with warm water, or by the application of a soft bread and 
milk poultice. Dr. Physick assured us, that this plan had suc- 
ceeded entirely to his satisfaction, in the several trials he had 
given it; one of which we witnessed ourselves. And he is of 
opinion, that this, operation will always succeed if there be no 
cancerous tendency in the parts. 


i 1 . %/if ter- Treatment. 

After the healing of the abscess, a considerable hardness re- 
mains in the breast, which will require a long time for its ab- 
sorption ; this creates a good deal of uneasiness in the patient, 
lest it be a scirrhus. On this point, her fears may be composed ; 
as the tumour which remains will eventually be taken up by the 
absorbents, as it is nothing but coagulated lymph; but the ab- 
sorption may be promoted by keeping the part warmly covered, 
or by the repeated application of warm vinegar. If this occur 
in winter, a piece of rabbit skin may be used, with the furred 
39 
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side next to the breast ; if in summer, a piece of fine flannel will 
answer very well. Or the part may be rubbed twice a day with 
opodeldoc. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

HYSTERIA. 

The nervous system, like the vascular, the muscular, &c., is 
liable to certain and specific derangements. The symptoms 
arising from this disordered condition of the brain and nerves, 
are familiarly called nervous; but to which, it would be ditficult 
to affix any precise or distinct meaning, as they are not only 
very numerous, and varied, but at the same time peculiar, and 
not always well defined. This variety creates a difficulty, which 
we are persuaded, every practitioner has encountered in the 
commencement of his practical career; but with which he be- 
comes familiar from a longer acquaintance and study of mor- 
bid phenomena ; and is at length able to decide, with tolerable 
certainty, the extent of their agency in modifying the diseases 
of the other systems; or can determine very nearly, in what 
degree they may be considered as belonging to the nervous sys- 
tem. 

The disease under consideration, may be justly looked upon as 
the assemblage of very many symptoms, the nature, and extent 
of which, must necessarily be much diversified, as the seats of 
sympathy in several organs of the body may be in a fewer or a 
greater number; and as these may be more or less important. 

The ancients were of opinion, that the affections under consi- 
deration, arose from some derangement or lesion of the uterus; 
on which they bestowed very many gratuitous powers. Indeed, 
many modern practitioners are still of the opinion so boldy ad- 
vanced by their predecessors. Dr. Good* says, “With a mor- 
bid condition of this organ, indeed, hysteria is, in many instances, 
very closely connected, though it is going too far to say, that it 
is always dependent upon such condition ; for we meet occasion- 
ally with instances, in which no possible connexion can be traced 
between the disease and the organ, and sometimes witness it in 
males as decidedly as in females.” 

That a certain condition of the nerves of the uterus like any 

• Study of Medicine, voL iii. p. 352. Am. Ed. 
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other portion of the body, may give rise to that combination of 
symptoms termed hysteria, or from some lesion of other portions 
of this organ the nerves of the part so injured may be seconda- 
rily affected, there cannot be a doubt. But that every derange* 
ment of function, or even lesion of this organ, will produce hys- 
teria, there is the most unquestionable reasons to deny ; indeed, 
it seems, that when the uterus is seriously affected, as in can- 
cer, there is very often an absence of those distressing symp- 
toms which every body agrees to call nervous.* 

Many facts seem to confirm this last observation. For when 
this organ is labouring under an active malady, as inflamma- 
tion, &c., there is, for the most part, nay, almost always, an 
exemption from the symptoms constituting hesteria ; for there 
must be a particular condition of the nerves of the part to give 
rise to the symptoms called nervous or hysterical ; or, in other 
words, there must exist some peculiar condition of the nerves 
of an organ, before the brain or other portions of the nervous 
system are called into sympathy with it. 

The seat of hysteria would seem to be in the brain itself, in- 
stead of the uterus ; but the exact condition of this organ, that 
gives rise to the various phenomena of this affection, is by no 
means ascertained. We know so little of the state of this organ 
when in health, that we may very readily be deceived by the 
appearances furnished by post mortem examinations. It is but 
reasonable to suppose that each individual has some difference, 
or peculiarity of organization of the brain ; since, in no two, 
perhaps, are its functions performed precisely alike, at least, as 
lar as can be determined by external phenomena. Nor is it 
probable that we shall ever be much more enlightened upon this 
subject ; since we know nothing, or but very little, of its condition 
in absolute health. 

Our knowledge of the human brain is exclusively derived from 
dissections performed aftei^Heath ; but what alterations may not 
take place during the progress of disease, or in articulo mortis ? 
It is true, we are very often told by those who have inspected 
this mass after death, * that the brain was found perfectly healthy.’ 
But where can a standard of comparison be found to warrant 


* The reviewer of this work, in the North American Med. and Surg. Journal, 
vol. iii. p. 318, says, that “ no one, at least of any authority in pathology, has ever 
maintained, that the irritation producing hysteria was located in the uterus, to the 
exclusion of cephalic irritation.'* The gentleman appears to have forgotten, or 
overlooked the opinion of Villermay upon this subject. This author is a stre- 
nuous advocate for uterine influence in this complaint ; and that, as far as wc un- 
derstand a great many of his (to say the least of them,) singular and very doubt, 
ful notions, altogether independent of that condition of the brain, which we think 
essential to its existence. He considers hysteria a misnomer, if this disease be 
not exclusively confined to females ; and which he, at great length, attempts to 
prove is the case, because this organ is so universally the seat of this complaint. 
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such a conclusion ? Because there was no evident lesion of this 
organ, does it follow, that it was in a perfectly beahhy condition 
during life? Is there not much reason to doubt this; as we very 
rarely see instances of death, where this organ performs its func- 
tions, without more or less aberration, especially towards the last 
moments of life ? And we know of very many others, where the 
seat of disease had been certainly in the brain, as far, at least, as 
can be determined by symptoms, yet, after death, it has been 
declared to have been found in a state of health. 

We are frequently told of altered structure, of inflammation, 
of too great a density, too great a degree of softness, &c., of this 
organ. Now these facts only go to prove, that in certain con- 
ditions of this organ certain changes must have taken place. 
But does it follow, that in the instances in which no evident 
change has been found, that this organ was in a state of abso- 
lute health, either as regards action or organization ? All de- 
rangements of this organ cannot consist in the alterations above 
mentioned. There must be many others, where the attempt to 
develope them by the knife would be vain. 

It is, therefore, not sufficient for the best purposes op patho- 
logy, to declare, that the brain was not concerned in the disease 
of which the patient may have died, because^ trace of derange* 
ment presented itself upon a post mortem examination. Who 
will pretend to point out by the knife, the difference of condition 
of the brains of the moping hypochondriac and the furious mad- 
man ? between the pitiable idiot and the man of genius, & c. &c.? 
Has the cause of idiopathic epilepsy, of tetanus, of hydrophobia, 
ever been unequivocally detected by any marks left in the brain 
after death ? 

It is true, we have been furnished with the observations of the 
pathologist and anatomist upon each of these points ; but the ap- 
pearances described by them have so often been seen where 
neither of these diseases was the cause of death, as to render it 
extremely doubtful of their agency in the production of them. 
Besides, we have much reason to believe that a deranged action 
of the brain may cause death, without leaving the slightest evi- 
dence of its nature. 

No direct proof, perhaps can be offered, that the brain is the 
seat of hysteria ; for few dissections can have been made with a 
view to ascertain its condition in this disease, as it very rarely, 
proves mortal ; and, of these few, none occur to my recollection.* 

* I cannot call to mind the dissection of a 44 nervous person/* (If I have ever 
met with one.) in which any particular condition of the brain is noticed, thongh 
many examinations have been made of those who have died of “ nervous disor- 
ders.” Upon this subject Whytt observes, 44 Although it appears from the dissed- 
lion of those who have died of them, that the stomach and intestines, liver, spleen, 
amentum, mesentery, or uterus, have frequently been found obstructed, scirrhus, 
or otherwise unsound ; yet, a a in many other cases of the same disorders, no such 
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The opinion is founded rather on the causes of this disease, both 
remote and exciting; upon the phenomena which it presents; and 
the remedies most successful in relieving the paroxysms, and in- 
terrupting their returns; of these, I shall speak in their proper 
places. 

The brain, like almost every other portion of the body, has 
parts which more readily sympathize with it than others ; and 
these sympathies show themselves variously, not only as regards 
phenomena, but very differently in different portions of the sys- 
tem, as the brain may be labouring under one affection or other 
Thus, in passions or emotions of the mind, the liver and stomach 
are wont to be disturbed; the one, to the more abundant secre- 
tion of bile, and the other, to the effort of throwing it off. in 
melancholy, the bowels become torpid : the stomach dyspeptic 
&c. In tetanus, the whole muscular system is involved, or only 
certain portions of it. In hydrophobia, the muscles of deglutition, 
and respiration, and sometimes the whole muscular system, &c. 
&c.* 

In hysteria, the peculiar condition of the brain certainly exists; 
but in what this peculiarity consists, we can neither name, nor 
demonstrate; yet, in this state we see many powerful, nay, awful 
sympathies called forth, and give rise to a suit of symptoms, 
which are, by common consent, called nervous. There is no 
part of the human body that may not have its nerves to sympa- 
thize with this condition of the brain ; and thus give rise to several 
phenomena peculiar to the part thus sympathizing; hence, the 
“ Protean shapes” this disease is said to assume. Thus, if the 
nerves of the stomach be the principal seat of sympathy, we shall 
have a train of gastric symptoms presenting themselves; such as 
eructations; sour belchings ; gastrodynia ; pyrosis; indigestion; 
globus hystericus, &o. If the intestines, we may find tympanitis ; 
spasms; "diarrhoea; cosuveness; contraction's 'of 'the abdominal 
muscles, &c. If the liver, an inordinate, or diminished secretion 
of bile; biliary calculi i pain in the right side; with a sense of 
fulness and distention : obstructions, &c. If the kidneys, an im- 
moderate flow of pale, or limpid urine; or a very much dimi- 

tnorbid appearances have been* observed in the body after death ; it follows, that 
these symptoms may frequently proceed from causes, which, eluding our senses, 
are not to be discovered by dissection. Nay, obstructions, scirrhi, and other disor- 
ders of the viscera, observed in those who have died, after suffering from long ner. 
vous ailments, seem sometimes to have been the consequences of a long state of 
bad health, rather than the causes of it." Works, p. 584. 

* What renders it more probable that the brain, or, at least, the origin of the 
nerves of this organ, is the seat of that condition wiiich gives rise to the convul- 
sive motions in hysteria, are the experiments and observations of Dr. Philip, in 
bis inquiry on u the relation between the nervous and sanguiferous systems." He 
* says, that neither mechanical, nor chemical stimuli, applied to the nervous system, 
excite the muscles of voluntary motion unless they are applied near the origin 
of the nerves, and spinal marrow." Phil. Trans, for 1815, p. 444. 

39 * 
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nished secretion ; and the little yielded, of a very high colour, and 
sometimes very offensive; severe pain in the parts, resembling 
the passage of a calculus ; bloody urine, &c. If the bladder, in- 
continence of urine * mucous discharges; retention, &c, If the 
heart, we shall have palpitations, irregular contractions, faintness, 
&c. If the scalp, a coldness on the top of the head ; or a sense of 
heat on the back part; great tenderness to the touch; clavus hys- 
tericus. If the muscular system, violent convulsions, or nervous 
twitchings as they are called, &c. 

In hysteria certain parts of the body sympathize with the brain 
more constantly and extensively than others; indeed, it seems, 
that when the brain is in that particular condition which gives 
rise to the phenomena constituting this disease, that the kidneys, 
the stomach, the oesophagus, the heart, and the scalp, almost al- 
ways participate in the affection, and declare its existence. It is 
not necessary to the detection of hysteria, that all these parts 
should be simultaneously affected ; they may be so in a stronger 
or weaker force of combination; or they may present them- 
Selves separately and alternately ; but whenever all, or even one 
of them exist, this peculiar condition of the system betrays itself, 
and marks out the plan to be pursued for its relief. 

It may be justly doubted, whether any of these symptoms show 
themselves during the time the system is labouring under high 
arterial action; as in fevers of great force, or those of malignant 
tendency ; though they are by no means incompatible with a 
plethoric condition of the system; or with fevers of very mode- 
rate force; a circumstance to be noticed, as it is of much practi- 
cal importance. 

Hysteria does not really create or produce the variety of dis- 
eases insisted on v by Sydenham ; the nerves of the different por- 
tions of the body, when under the hysterical impression , similate 
a disease to which the part is liable. Thus, a fit of the stone has 
been similated ; but a stone has not been generated ; diabetes has 
been imitated; but a genuine diabetes has not been produced; 
various affections arising from ossifications of the heart, and 
large arteries, have been mimicked, but the assumption has been 
evanescent, &c. &c. 

Therefore, as remarked above, when the nerves df certain parts 
of the body become affected by sympathizing with the brain when 
disposed to hysteria, the part thus situated will assume that pecu- 
liarity of action, which it seems agreed upon to call nervous, or 
hysterical, if you please. 

Syncope, or a disposition to it, may be considered as a symp- 
tom of the hysterical affection, and may be looked upon, if not 
as one of the most dangerous forms, at least as one of the most 
frightful. Syncope may be regarded as a universal, but tempo- * 
r^ry paralysis of all the muscular portions of the body ; this con- 
dition of the system doubtless arises from some peculiar state of 
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the brain. And it would most probably be in vain, even where 
syncopes had been a habit of the system, (if we may so term it,) 
to recognise the peculiarity of the brain, which gave rise to them, 
by a post mortem search. 

In epilepsy, the whole of the muscular system is for awhile 
violently agitated, while the lymphatic and glandular systems 
seem to be but little disturbed; yet in hysteria, all these systems 
are made to participate with this condition of the brain in certain 
cases, while in others the glandular alone may be involved. The 
phenomena presented in hysteria will therefore vary, as it may 
be the nerves of one, or of another part of the body that may be 
affected, as the force of the exciting cause may be more or less 
powerful, or as the predisposition may be greater or less. 

Hysteria has been called a Proteus by Sydenham; and he de- 
clares, this disease “ is not more remarkable for its frequency, 
than for the numerous forms under which it appears, resembling 
most of the distempers wherewith mankind are affected. For in 
whatever part of the body it be seated, it immediately produces 
such symptoms as are peculiar thereto; so that if the physician 
be not a person of judgment and penetration, lie will be mistaken, 
and suppose such symptoms to arise from some essential disease 
of this or that particular part, and not from the hysteric passion.” 
Ept. to Dr. Cole, vol. ii. p. 106. 

The account of hysteria, as given by Sydenham, has beon ac- 
ceded to, by almost every medical writer since his time; and its 
history creates a belief that this affection can really produce al- 
most every disease to which the body is liable ; hence, the va- 
rious forms or disguises, under which it is described. 

Thus Sydenham declares, the hysteric passion appears under 
the form of apoplexy, of epilepsy, violent pain in the head, with 
excessive vomiting, palpitation of the heart, a dry cough, iliac 
passion, pains resembling a fit of the stone, cholera morbus, 
swelling of the hands, fauces, shoulders, thighs, and legs, pains 
in sound teeth, pains in the back, remarkable coldness of the sur- 
face of the body, copious discharges of limpid urine, sometimes 
fetid urine with acid eructations, disturbance of mind, and low- 
ness of spirits, &c. &c. 

All these symptoms, or certainly a great part of them, may by 
turns affect the same individuals at different periods, as predispo- 
sitions exist, or as exciting causes may be applied ; and this with- 
out any manifest disease in either the vascular, muscular, or 
lymphatic systems; or several of them may be present, whea 
some one of these systems may be labouring under a disease of 
mild form. These combinations, however, as just observed, are 
rarely present when the arterial system is powerfully excited, as 
in fever; nor when the muscular system is much involved, as in 
general rheumatism, or in tetanus. They frequently combine 
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with affections of the lymphatic system ; because, in affections of 
this system, when moderate, neither the vascular nor muscular 
systems are much implicated; but when the glandular or lym- 
phatic system becomes much diseased, as in the last stages of 
scrofula, the nervous, or hysterical symptoms will disappear, 
should they have been present. 


Sect. I. — Of the Predisposing Causes of Hysteria . 

It seems, that whatever has a tendency to destroy the general 
tone of the system, especially if this be done gradually, will dis- 
pose the body to hysteria; hence, the certain influence of too se- 
dentary a life, over-stimulating diet or medicines, if too long 
continued, long watching, disappointed hope, or abused affection, 
grief, terror, prolonged anxiety, &c. Some of these causes will 
act, by preventing the nervous system acquiring its proper tone, 
others by taxing its sensibility too highly, and others by exhaust- 
ing or too much diminishing its energies, &c. Hence, hysteria 
is most frequent in females, and at that period which intervenes 
between puberty and the final cessation of the menses. 

About the period of puberty, and for a considerable time after, 
the system is much more affected by the remote causes of hys- 
teria, Before puberty, the system seems less liable to affections, 
the remote causes of which act upon the brain and nerves, than 
after this state has arrived; for before this period, improper phy- 
sical education, or other causes, have not generally had time to 
do their worst, by impairing, or interrupting the force of the 
muscular system ; or by exalting the sensibility of the nervous. 
And after the menses have ceased, the nervous system has less 
sensibility, provided it had not, up to that period, been habitually 
too much excited. 

There are, however, exceptions to this rule : I have seen seve- 
ral instances of well-developed hysteria, before the menses had 
made their appearance; and a number after this discharge had 
ceased. From all I have observed, there is no absolute con- 
nexion or sympathy between any particular condition of the ute- 
rus, and hysteria; that is, as genuine causp and effect. It is 
true. I have repeatedly seen hysteria in its most aggravated form, 
attend each return of the menses in very young women; but in 
all such cases, the particular state of the uterus, at these periods* 
served but as an exciting cause to this affection; for hysteria 
could be excited in these individuals at other times than the men- 
struous periods, by causes usually capable of producing it. Be- 
sides, I have seen a number of instances of genuine hysterical 
paroxysms in men ; especially in those who have possessed great 
social virtues, and readily moved to strong sympathies. I do 
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not reckon, as instances, the idiotic blubbering, or the unmeaning 
laughter, of very old men. 

Whvtt* considers, as “ occasional causes of hysteria,” &c.f 

1st. Some morbid matter bred in the blood. 

2d. The diminution or retention of some accustomed evacua- 
tion, as the menses or hemorrhoids. 

3d. The want of a sufficient quantity of blood, or of blood of 
a sufficient density. 

As regards the first, there is much reason to doubt whether 
any absolute cause of disease ever formally exists in the blood, J 
at least, we have no decided evidence of such a condition; the 
instances produced, purporting to illustrate-, or prove this as- 
sumption, can be better explained by known laws of the animal 
system, which do not recognise this condition of the circulating 
mass. 

The matter of gout, as it is called, is very frequently blamed 
for the production of nervous complaints ; but whether any such 
substance really exist, is much to be doubted ; at all events, the 

proofs offered of it, are very equivocal, and not to be relied on. 

As to the second set of causes, namely, “ the diminution or 
retention of some uncustomed evacuation,” they can only be con* 
sidered as producing some general affection of the system with 
which the nervous system may sympathize ; and if the predispo- 
sition is to hysteria, hysteria will show itself; if to epilepsy, epi- 
lepsy will follow, &c., but in neither of the cases can these 
causes act but indirectly — or, in other words, they never directly 
produce that peculiar condition of the nervous system, which is 
essential to the existence of hysteria. 

The third set of causes, may, and we believe, sometimes do, 
occasion convulsions; and though every hysterical paroxysm is 
attended with convulsions, yet, every convulsive motion of the 
body is not an hysterical paroxysm. When the hysterical pre- 
disposition exists, any severe and exhausting discharge may oc- 
casionally produce the hysterical paroxysm ; but not always, as 
the following case will show. 

Mrs. , from an early period of her life, was subject, from 

even slight causes, to severe hysterical paroxysms. During her 
pregnancies she was, often attacked by this affection, and was 
relieved by the common remedies. In one instance, she had a 
paroxysm during labour, but it neither deranged the economy of 
this process, nor required any particular treatment. After the 

# Works, p. 551. 

I We would rather call them predisposing causes. 

. t We do not mean by this to deny that the constituent portions of the blood 
may not be variously modified, and give rise to various phenomena, symptoms, or 
even active or chronic disease. We only object to the assumption of a snperadded 
something as a cause of hysteria. 
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birth of the child, she was attacked with a violent and exhausting 
flooding, from which she was relieved only by the most active 
treatment. She continued very feeble for several months; but 
during which time she had no hysterical paroxysm; nor did any 
Qccur, until she again recovered her usual health. 


Sect. II. — Of the Exciting Causes. 

The liability to attacks of hysterical paroxysms, is very various 
in different individuals; while some have them provoked by the 
slightest causes, others require that they shall be either powerful, 
or long-continued. Instances have fallen under our observation, 
where the most trifling alarm, the smallest disappointment, or the 
slightest provocation, would almost instantly produce a “ fit” of 
longer or shorter duration, or of greater or less violence. While, 
on the other hand, we have known it require the most powerful 
of the exciting causes to give rise to them. 

They all, however, seem to act through the medium of the 
sensorium commune; at least this would seem to be the case with 
genuine hysteria ; and may serve to distinguish it from several 
affections of the system with which it is almost constantly con- 
founded. Thus, we see syncope, from exhaustion ; from peculiar 
odours; from pain; from nausea, &c., confounded with hysteria, 
with which, perhaps, it has no necessary connexion ; though it 
must be admitted, that the hysterical diathesis, if we may so 
term it, may give rise to syncope in certain cases. 

Whytt* enumerates six different occasional, or exciting causes 
“of nervous, hypochondriacal, and hysterical disorders,” for ho 
confounds them under one consideration: they are as follow; 
namely : — 

1. Wind, 1 

2. A tough phlegm, > in the stomach and bowels. 

3. Worms, ) 

4. Aliments improper in their quantity or quality. 

5. Scirrhous or other obstructions in the viscera of the lower 
belly. 

6. Violent affections of the mind.f 

* Works, p. 570. 

t To these may be added, 11 the inflammation of a portion of the spinal column,” 
agreeably to Mr, Tate. Since reading his work upon this subject, we have been 
very attentive to the condition of the spine in affections generally termed nervous — 
but the result of the examinations we have made, differ very materially from those 
laid down as constantly obtaining agreeably to Mr. T. ; for of upwards of fifty 
spines which we have carefully examined agreeably to his rules, we have found 
but three cases in which the tenderness he describes, in some portion of the spine, 
was sufficiently obvious to make us resort to leeching, cupping, blistering, or irri** 
tating it with the tartar emetic ointment, for its relief. It is, however, only just to 
say, that in these three instances the plan of treatment proved successful. 
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1, 2. Wind and tough Phlegm in the Stomach and Bowels. 

One of the most common symptoms attendant upon nervous 
affections, is the elimination of air in the stomach and bowels, 
when these parts are the seats of sympathy; but this phenomenon 
does not necessarily attend the hysterical diathesis; for these 
parts do not necessarily become affected by the prevalent dispo- 
sition, or diathesis; and when they do not, the extrication of 
“gas” will not take place. 

But should the stomach and bowels be involved in the general 
diathesis, these parts may suffer great distention from flatulency. 
But, in such cases, the “ wind in the stomach and bowels,” is 
but the effect of a certain condition of these parts, and, conse- 
quently, cannot be the exciting cause of hysteria, or any other 
nervous affection. In what this particular condition, which gives 
rise to the extrication of “gas” consists, it is impossible to say; 
but that such a disposition exists, is notorious to every body. 

This condition may perhaps consist of two states of these parts, 
altogether different from each other; one is said to be occasioned 
by relaxation, which suffers them to be distended by the air dis- 
engaged from the ingesta, during an imperfect digestion: hence, 
a “windy stomach” almost always attends dyspepsia. The 
other state consists, perhaps, in the secretion, or elimination of 
“ gas 99 from the extremities of the vessels terminating upon the 
internal surface of the stomach and intestines. 

We believe that the latter circumstance obtains most frequent- 
ly in hysteria ; the former is most common to dyspepsia ; yet, it 
is possible they may interchange. It is now some years since the 
belief of the “ secretion of air ” in various parts of the human sub- 

i ect, was suggested ; (by whom, it is not at this moment recol- 
ected,) and that the stomach and bowels appear to be more ob- 
noxious to it than any other parts of the body. This secretion, 
or extrication takes place under certain circumstances, indepen- 
dently of any permanent loss of tone in these parts; and this with 
a suddenness that is sometimes truly astonishing. And it disap- 
pears sometimes with a celerity that is incredible. The follow- 
ing case is one of the most remarkable w r e have met with: — 
Mrs. , aged twenty, was much subject to hysteria of a vio- 

lent kind, whenever her mind was disagreeably affected. The 
manner in which this showed itself, was very remarkable, as it 
seerfied to be almost constantly subject to metastasis; that is, after 
the convulsive action had continued for some time, it would sud- 
denly cease : she would regain possession of her senses, and would 
talk rationally upon any subject which might present itself. This 
calm, however, would last but a short time ; for she would now 
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be seized with the most violent spasms of the intestines* and of 
the* abdominal muscles, that can well be imagined; the abdomi- 
nal muscles would be drawn backwards with such force* as to 
make the belly resemble that of a person who was extremely 
emaciated ; when of a sudden, nay, almost in the twinkling of an 
eye, it would become distended almost to bursting; in this man* 
ner, these conditions would alternate with each other, several 
times in the course of a few minutes, then an interval of perhaps 
an hour or two might take place, or even longer, if the patient 
were not disturbed. 

There was a strong disposition to sleep, whenever the pain 
would abate sufficiently to permit it; and this would be enjoyed 
for a longer or shorter period, as she could be kept more or less 
quiet. Indeed, the paroxysm would almost certainly go off, if 
sleep could be indulged in, undisturbedly ; but that was a matter 
of great difficulty, as the slightest noise would awake her; and 
the instant she was roused the spasms would return with extreme 
violence. 

The distention of the abdomen was sometimes enormous; full 
as large as she ever was at the last period of utcro-gestation; yet 
this fulness would oftentimes be removed in almost an instant, 
without our understanding in what manner the gas was disposed 
of. It was certainly not discharged by either mouth or anus; 
yet it was certainly dissipated* by some agency or other.* 

The spasms of the bowels, and the production- of gas, would 
cease sometimes suddenly; the patient would then become very 
drowsy, nay, for awhile lethargic ; but from which she would 
generally awake after a longer or shorter time, perfectly well. 
At other times, when the brain would become more powerfully 
assailed, she would have the appearance of apoplexy; the breath- 
ing would be laborious, and even stertorous; the cheeks and lips 
livid; convulsive twitchings of the muscles of the face; the skin 
cold and clammy, and the pulse depressed. Nothing relieved 
this state of the system but large blood-lettings; and these never 
failed when they were carried to a sufficient extent ; — indeed, the 
only rule we observed in drawing blood, was to continue the abr 
straction of it, until there was an abatement of these threatening 
symptoms. 

I do not recollect a single instance of failure when the blood 
was freely abstracted; it has occurred that this operation was re- 

E eated ; but this was constantly owing to too small a quantity 
eing taken at first. These paroxysms, of cerebral determination, 
were sometimes more easily relieved than at others ; that is, the 
loss of much less blood would answer at one time than at another. 

* We do not wish to be understood to say that it never passed by the month, 
ibr it certainly did so occasionally — bat it was rare ; yet when it did, it was in 
•och a continuous torrent as to suspend respiration so long as to threaten suffoca- 
tion. 
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The loss of twenty or five-and-twenty ounces would answer 
sometimes, but it might require forty upon another occasion. 

While the affection was confined to the stomach and bowels, 
nothing could exceed the severity of suffering; nor was it ever 
controlled by any of the usual remedies for such affections. Im- 
mense doses of anodyne, and antispasmodic medicines were given 
without the slightest abatement of pain; but an emetic of ipe- 
cacuanha would almost immediately put an end to the spasms. 

From the uniform relief procured by emetics, it might be sup- 
posed the symptoms arose from some undigested substance in 
the stomach; but this was not the case; for the emetic did not 
bring off the remains of food previously taken, in a single in- 
stance — the discharge would consist of a small quantity of a thin 
watery substance, of an acid smell. 1 do not think, in any in- 
stance, that the quantity thrown up would exceed a pint'; but no 
sooner was this discharged than the patient would be relieved 
altogether, or have but slight and distant returns of pain. 

In this case the obvious remedy was an emetic ; and this was 
constantly proposed; but singular to say, that notwithstanding 
the uniform and sudden relief procured by it, notwithstanding 
the employment of it was importunately urged in the commence- 
ment of the affeclion> its use was resisted with a pertinacity that 
could not be overcome by a long-continued and severe suffering* 

Sometimes this remedy was resisted until the disease shifted 
its ground, and the head would become the seat of the metastasis ; 
when this took place, blood-letting, as just remarked, was the 
only remedy. After bleeding, it was not unusual to find this 
hysterical paroxysm terminate by a violent gush of tears, or bv 
obstreperous laughter, and an immense flow of perfectly limpid 
urine. 

It has been remarked, that during the sleepy state of this dis- 
ease, the patient was easily roused ; indeed, a morbid sensibility 

of the ear seemed to be always present; a person speakfbg evtffi 
below the ordinary tone of voice; the moving of a chair, how* 
ever cautiously; the fall of the smallest body upon the floor, 
which would scarcely be noticed by those around, would rouse 
her with alarm, and renew the spasms. These would continue 
sometimes for half an hour with much severity; they would then 
either abate, or she become so overpowered by drowsiness, that 
she would again relapse into sleep, from which she might again 
be disturbed by the slightest noise. In this way she would con- 
tinue, alternately sleeping and suffering, from twenty-four to eight 
and forty hours; or until the paroxysms seemed to wear them- 
selves out, or were interrupted by an emetic, or by a large blood<- 
letting. I never knew the spasms to return, after they had been 
translated from the stomach and bowels to the brain, and then 
producing the apoplectic condition just mentioned; for, under 
40 
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this form, it was always found necessary to bleed ; and this never 
failed to relieve. 

But, when merely heavy sleepiness was produced, they would 
be very frequently renewed, as just stated; unless she could be 
kept perfectly silent, which was next to an impossibility, owing 
to the slightness of the noise that would disturb her. 

It is very common for the stomach to eructate a great deal of 
“gas,” at the termination of an hysterical paroxysm, from which 
the patient finds much relief. In consequence of this, it has been 
supposed, that “ wind” pent in the stomach was the exciting cause 
of the hysterical paroxysm ; whereas, it is only a consequence. 
For this “ wind” from the stomach takes place sometimes where 
there is not ^t dyspeptic state of the stomach. Dr. Cullen* cor- 
roborates this by saying, “ persons liable to hysteria are some- 
times affected at the same time with dyspepsia. They are often, 
however, entirely free from it.” 

The relief obtained in such cases, is in two ways; first, the 
paroxysm terminates, (most probably,) by the vessels of the sto- 
mach pouring out “gas;” as inflammation is often relieved by 
the vessels concerned pouring out serum. It may, also, be re- 
lieved, in some cases, by the vessels freeing themselves of serum, 
and this, perhaps, of a particular quality. Whytt has recognised 
"a tough phlegm” in the stomach, as noticed above, as an “ oc- 
casional cause” of hysteria ; we, however, only contend for its 
presence, and its being the effect of a paroxysm. In the case 
above related, immediate relief was constantly experienced if an 
emetic were given; yet the emetic never did more than bring 
off a quantity of fluid mucus, of an acid smell.f The emetics, in 
these instances, most probably hastened, or aided the vessels to 
relieve themselves. For certain it is, this fluid could not be the 
cause, since it was not always evacuated; for an emetic was not 
always exhibited. And when the brain took up the wrong ac- 
tion, the paroxysm was sure to be terminated by blood-letting. 

The second mode of relief is by the removal of the painful 
distention of the stomach ; for this organ suffers extremely some- 
times from “wind” confined in it; as we see when “gas” is 
extricated from food over which it has not sufficient control. 
The precise nature of the “gas” eliminated in such cases, 'from 
the extreme internal, or surface vessels of the stomach, is, per- 


* First Lines, vol, ii. p. 5156, par. 1519. 

t It seems that hysteria is not the only disease classed under the nervous that 
experiences relief from the discharge of viscid matter. Whytt relates the case of 
*‘a girl aged fourteen years, who had been troubled with chorea sancti viti, who 
was seized with measles. A few days after her recovery she had a return of her 
former distemper, which, after it had continued a fortnight with little abatement, 
notwithstanding the use of several remedies, was entirely removed in a few days 
by a natural looseness, by which she voided a great deal of slimy stuff. 
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haps, at present impossible to say, as we do not know that any 
experiments have been made to ascertain it. 

In the case of the lady above related, when the wind was dis-^ 
charged by the mouth, it would pass in so continuous a stream 
as to suspend respiration for a considerable time; and the quan- 
tity disengaged was so enormous as to justify us in setting it 
down at several gallons. We witnessed several instances of the 
escape of this “ gas : ,r it had no taste to the lady, nor had it smell 
to the by-standera. In this latter respect, it certainly differed 
from the air disengaged during the process of an imperfect di- 
gestion ; for the " gas ” belched by dyspeptic patients, smells and 
tastes almost always of the food from which it is liberated. 


3. Worms . 


Worms in the intestinal canal will produce, as is well known# 
a great variety of formidable symptoms, especially in children; 
such as great appetite, distention of the abdomen, cough, vomit- 
ing, tremors, convulsions, &c. ; but such symptoms should not 
be considered as hysterical. For these events take place almost 
always before the hysterical diathesis is generated ; nor do they, 
perhaps, require any particular condition of the system, like hys- 
teria, to have them produced; it is sufficient that these animals 
irritate the intestines to a certain extent, to have tha above train 
of symptoms, and sometimes many more, to present themselves. 

At a period of life beyond that of childhood, these verminm ay 
prove the exciting cause of an hysterical paroxysm where this 
diathesis exists; or they may be even the remote cause of this 
condition of the system. We have witnessed, in a- lady, violent 
attacks of hysterical “ fits,” from the presence of a^ tape worm * 
which continued pretty regular in their attacks for several years^ 
The following relation of the case may not be unacceptable. 

Mrs. ■, the mother of several children# and generally en- 

joying good health, though of a nervous temperament, was seized, 
about the beginning of the year 1821, with a variety of nervous 
symptoms; such as palpitations of the heart ; globus hystericus; 
disposition to cry, from* very slight, or even no apparent cause; 
vertigo; ringing in the ears; headach ; and large discharges of 

E ale urine. She took a variety of remedies for these affections, 
y the advice of her mother, and other friends, with temporary 
advantage. But it was found that each of these symptoms in- 
creased in force as well as frequency, and from slighter causes 
Jhan before ; and, at lengthy a regular hysterical paroxysm, of 
great violence, was produced; 

During a paroxysm she was bled, took asafoetida^ laudanum, 
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$cc.,. and was, after a few hours, restored to her usual health, 
which was still pretty good, though evidently on the decline, 
notwithstanding the employment of a number of M certain cures,” 
for her complaint. The “ fits,” were now repeated from time 
to time, but each succeeding one appeared to acquire an in- 
crease of force and duration. Her appetite and strength now 
failed rapidly; she vomited a glairy tenacious substance almost 
every morning, which was without taste : severe pains in the 
abdomen, especially on the left side; her rest was much dis- 
turbed ; almost constant headach, &c. 

The M fits ” now bore a stronger resemblance to epilepsy than 
to hysteria, that is; she would be seized, while walking the floor* 
with only an instant of warning; whereas, formerly, the “ con- 
vulsion” would be preceded bv the usual premonitions of hys^ 
teria. There was less straggle duFmg the paroxysm, and some 
frothing at the mouth; but the duration was much shortened. 
She would,, however, remain very feeble for several days after 
each attack; and be assailed by the feelings common to nervous 
affections. 

The progress and changes stated above, occupied a period of 
about three years ; the “ fits ”now returned every three, four, or 
five weeks* without any apparent exciting cause; but these pe- 
riods would be occasionally anticipated, when her mind was af- 
fected by any unlooked-for occurrence of a disagreeable kind. 
About this time she was advised by some friend to try strong salt 
and water, in pint doses, every morning, for nine mornings, for 
it was now believed she had a tape worm. She did so most per- 
severingly, notwithstanding the severe effect it produced on her 
stomach and bowels; and she was amply rewarded for her reso- 
lution, by the discharge of a portion of a tapeworm, seven yards 
in length, as was supposed, for it was not measured. Hfer health 
improved very much after this, though occasionally subject to 
slight hysterical paroxysms, but nothing like so frequent or so 
severe. She has had but two for the last eighteen months, and 
these were light. She has since borne a fine healthy child, after 
an interval of seven years. 


4 . JUiments improper in their Quantity or Quality . 

Almost every body has experienced the truth of the old pro- 
verb, that “ what is one man’s meat is another’s poison ;” and 
consequently, it will be ever found difficult to regulate diet by any 

E rescribed quantity, or any particular quality, for they must be 
>oked upon as relative terms. Nothing can exceed the variety, 
of dispositions (if we may so term it) in the numan stomach ; it is 
capricious at times, in the extreme, while at others it will suffer 
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great abuses, and this for a long time, without resistance or com- 
plaint. Experience alone, in many instances, is the only safe* 
guide by which the food, in either quantity or quality, can be re-- 
gulated in nervous and dyspeptic patients. 

It is therefore not to surprise us, that directions for the use of ' 
food, in such constitutions, will often prove unsuccessful, if not 
improper; hence, nothing is more common than peculiarities in 
the digestive process. Indeed the same article, and in the usual 
quantity, will sometimes fail to be digested, though it may gene- 
rally prove very grateful to the stomach; for should this organ 
be in a state of sympathy, or of nervous excitement, the most 
familiar, and commonly acceptable food, may prove the exciting 
cause of an hysterical paroxysm. For this reason we should- 
never fail to inquire whether any thing unusual has been taken 
into the stomach, when about to prescribe for an hysterical pa- 
roxysm. 

I knew a lady, subject to hysteria, who could tell by her feet-' 
ings, two or three days before, that she was about to have an at- 
tack.* When under this impression she was obliged to be very- 
careful in the government of her mind, as well as cautious in her 
diet, for as certainly v as the one was unpleasantly excited, or the 
other neglected, she would have an hysterical paroxysm. While, 
on the other hand, if she was successful in avoiding mental ex- 
citement, and did not over-tax her stomach, she would generally 
avoid the “ fit.” But it must be remarked, though she avoided 
a paroxysm, she was sure to be, inconvenienced by headach for 
several days-. 


5. Scirrhous or other Obstructions in the Stomach, Intestines, fyc. 

Whyttt has taken some pains to establish the opinion, that 
scirrhous affections of almost any of the abdominal viscera will 
occasion nervous, hypochondriacal, and hysterical affections. 
He has given several histories of cases, with dissections, but 
neither of which proves the point at issue, for there is no evi- 
dence whatever that the affections developed by the knife, gave 
rise to the few nervous symptoms detailed in the cases. At 
all events, there was no hysteria produced ; hypoerhondriasisr-rnay 
have been; since the stomach, in- almost every case, was much* 
diseased. 

* The hysterical paroxysms in this lady were periodic*!; (he attacks, thbugh se. 
vere, were by no means frequent, yet she rarely had an attack without a warning 
of two or three days; or, in other words, ahe had occasionally certain feelings, 
which she knew would terminate in an hysterical “ fit," if she did not studiously 
avoid exciting causes. 

t Works, p. 575. 

40 * 
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So far as our own observations have extended, we have had 
no reason to suspect hysteria to be produced by derangements 
in any of the chylopoietic viscera ; these derangements, how- 
ever, may and perhaps do, augment the paroxysms, or they may 
• perpetuate the disposition, by preventing the return of healthy 
action in the system, but there is strong ^reason to doubt of their 
being the remote cause of this affection. 

We have repeatedly seen great derangements in the liver, 
spleen, stomach, intestines, and even the uterus itself, where there 
was the most entire exemption from hysteria. We do not, how- 
ever, mean to insinuate that these two conditions may not exist 
in the same person;, we wish merely to deny that these ob- 
structions,.^ themselves,, are causes of hysteria. 


6. Violent Affections of the Mind . 

No one can for a moment hesitate to acknowledge the influence 
of the mind upon the nervous system. Passions and emotions 
may not only prove the exciting, but they may also serve as the 
remote causes, of hysteria. The experience of almost every body 
can furnish illustrations of these facts, and medical records abound 
with remarkable examples of them. They must, therefore, be 
admitted as such, though we cannot pretend to explain by what 
agency or by what changes it is effected. Through the medium 
of each sense,* hysteria has been produced, if we credit writers 
upon the subject; nor does it require much credulity to believe 
them from what we constantly witness, from a part of them. 

I have a patient in whom the globus hystericus can be excited 
instantly, if she smell camphor. This peculiarity took its rise 
from a strong aversion being excited from having taken large 
quantities of it in a fit of severe illness. I know another, who has 
become a severe sufferer from hysteria from having taken an 
excessive dose of it by mistake. It produced mania at first, which 
continued for nearly three months. Before this accident, she 
had never betrayed the slightest disposition to any nervous affec- 
tion. 

Thus hysterical paroxysms have been produced by seeing 
others afflicted with it. The most remarkable instance of this 
kind is the one related by Kaau Boerhaave,f as having happened 


* With the exception, perhaps, of the sense of taste, I bavo never met with an 
instance of hysteria produced by disgost to the palate. 

t Kaau Boerhaave, the nephew of the celebrated Bocrhaave, relates an occur- 
rence of a very remarkable kind* as having taken place at the Harliem hospital. 
A girl was brought into lh» ward in convulsions of a periodical kind ; the convul- 
sipn was repeated tbe nest day,. which- affected several who beheld her, in the same 
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at the poor-house at Harlaem. The disease in the first place, was 
excited by the operation, of terror upon the sensorium commune, 
and it was arrested by a terror of a more violent kind, through 
the same medium. I knew a lady who would be thrown into an 
hysterical paroxysm by the sudden report -of a gun. Certain 
odours, as noticed above, have been known to do the same* at 
least to produce fainting. I once saw a lady thrown into a se- 
vere “ fit” by placing her hand accidentally upon the b^ck of a 
cat, for which animal she had a great aversion. 


, Sect. 1IL — Of the Phenomena of Hysteria . 

When a predisposition to hysteria exists, or the disease has 
been once called into activity, a great variety of causes may ex- 
cite a paroxysm of greater or less force. An hysterical parox- 
ysm, properly so called, is where the system is thrown into that 
violent agitation called “ a fit of hysterics.” A vast variety of 
symptoms may from time to time manifest themselves, such a^ 
palpitation of the heart, globus hystericus, large flow of limpid 
urine, rumbling of wind in the bowels* belchings, acid stomach, 
whimsical appetite, tremblings, cold feet and hands, &c.; but 
these are termed nervous symptoms.* 


manner, and, in a few days more, all were affected who were in the same ward, 
whether they were girls or boys. This became so generals* to excite great alarm ; 
every means which experience had found- useful hitherto in aueh. affections, were 
tried in vain. They at Jength,.sent for Boerhaave himtelf. He directed that a 
variety of iron implements should he heated red hot in a furnace ip the ward, and be 
in readiness at the time these convulsions were wont to make their appearance ; and 
ordered, that the first one. that was seized with the disease, should be burnt on the 
arm, with a heated iron, to the bone.. This so alarmed the subjects of this affec- 
tion, that in an instant a stop was put to (he complaint. 

* Mr. Tate, (Treatise on Hysteria, p. 39,) says, “The next circumstance, and 
the most important of the whole list, whether as. regards the discrimination of the 
disorder, or its treatment,, is this— -that in every case there is a distinct pain upon 
the application of pressure or of heat, to three or four of the six, superior dorsal 
vertebra;. This is a point upon which I* desire to fix the reader’s attention; for 
this spinal affection, whatever its intrinsic quality, is clearly chargeable with most 
of the curious images and fantastic forms that hysteria is accustomed to put on; 
and yet, notwithstanding its constant occurrence in these forms of hysteria, and jts 
frequent existence where there is even a tendency . to hysteric disorder, it is a circum- 
stance that has been overlooked by those who have professed to treat upon, this 
subject, ss well as those who, for the sake of gratifying curiosity, have published 
detached oases of hysteria under various other designations.” 

We confess this condition of the dorsal vertebra to be, in this disease, new to 
us; and it may become an important item in diagnosis, if future observations con- 
firm it. We, however, must declare, that up to this period we cannot. If pressure 
be made upon the dorsal vertebrae when in this pathological condition, it not only 
excites pain in the part, but in other parts very often, as through the chest, left side, 
or sometimes both, and generally oppresses the breathing. 

Mr. Tate says this pain is not always equally sevore; sometimes the vertebre 
are very tender, at others they are less bo, depending, he thinks, upon the force of 
the affection, but it is always present in a greater or less degree. 
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Sometimes the paroxysm cornea oti very suddenly, and is itC 
fall force in an instant ; at others, there will be a number of symp- 
toms which announce the fit to be at hand, such as headach, of 
a piercing kind: oppression about the prascordia; heaving of the 
chest; difficulty of breathing; alternate laughing and crying, &c. 
All these symptoms, however, may exist without being followed * 
by a ** fit;” but when they are present, it is always to be appre- 
hended, especially when crying or laughing be of the number. 

Laughing and crying are among the most remarkable symp- 
toms of hysteria — they may alternate with each other, or they 
may exist separately ; but whether combined, or alternate, they 
are almost always accompanied by an alienation of mind, which 
discovers itself by a rapid, incoherent, or desultory talking; and 
constantly dwelling upon the cause of their indisposition, if the 
exciting cause has been of the moral kind. At other times, the 
patient employs herself in singing melancholy or lugubrious airs. 

I have seen this last circumstance produce a wonderful effect 
4ipon the attendants of the patient. I knew a lady who sang 
most sweetly at all times; but when under an hysterical parox- 
ysm, her voice, manner, and the subjects of her songs, were so 
touching as to dissolve all those around her into tears. 

An “ hysterical fit,” when violent, is extremely awful ; the 
violent and varied contortions of the body would seem to threaten 
dislocation of every joint ; while the swoln face, the protruded 
tongue, the starting eyes, the gnashing teeth, the appalling'scream, 
render the whole scene one of great horror. Sometimes the hair 
is deracinated by handfuls ; the chest is beaten by the clenched 
fist, with threatening violence; while the whole muscular system, 
when thrown into action, is endowed with a strength that bids 
defiance* to all attempts at restraint. 

The sphincter ani, like the other muscles of the body, partici- 
pates in this unnatural state of action; for it is found contracted 
so firmly sometimes* as to prevent the introduction of the pipe of 
a : small syringe.* The abdominal muscles also are violently 
contracted sometimes during the fit, and especially about its cen- 
tral portion, the navel. 

Dr. Cullen says, and it entirely agrees with our experience, 
that this disease “ more especially affects the females of the most 
exquisitely sanguine and plethoric habits, and frequently affects 
those of the most robust and masculine constitutions; but it is 
not confined to such*: for the nervous and irritable are also liable 
to this affection. By the nervous and irritable we understand, 
such constitutions as are affected 1 , or easily moved, by slight ex- 
citing causes. This condition of the system may be either coa- 
stitutional or acqyired. Improper physical education will render 

* Callen. 
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almost any constitution nervous or irritable, if it be continued 
sufficiently long; hence, those who indulge in habits of idleness, 
too high living, lying in bed too much, night watching, &c. &c., 
are almost sure to possess this peculiarity; or this peculiar con- 
dition may exist as an original state of stamina.* 

Under such circumstances, hysteria will almost certainly be 
generated, if the exciting causes be applied; and hence it is, that 
delicate females are more liable to it than robust women or men; 
and hence, women of this constitution are almost sure to be 
affected with nervous tremblings, palpitation of the heart, syn- 
copes, &c. ; though otherwise enjoying very good health. In 
such, also, may readily be excited hysterical paroxysms, or con- 
vulsions; for either the active passions, or emotions of the mind, 
as anger, revenge, jealousy, and even surprise; or the passive 
ones, as fear, grief, or disappointed hope* will oftentimes, in a 
moment, have this effect.. 

Disease may produce this state of the nervous system in con- 
stitutions not previously disposed to this condition; hence, we 
sometimes see hysteria follow recoveries from long-protracted 
illnesses; especially in females. In such cases, there does ru>t 
appear to be any increase of nervous sensibility; it is rather an 
altered condition of the nervous system ; as it now becomes ob- 
noxious to causes, which would not previously have affected 
them. Hence, the wonderful effects of certain odours, medi- 
cines, or even sounds, in such a condition of nervous peculiarity* 
I have known two or three instances where the smell of the tube- 
rose, the lillv, or the lilac, have been followed by faintness and 
palpitation of the heart; though previously to- the illness they 
had no such tendency/)- I have known the very name of rhu- 
barb, and of the Peruvian bark, excite the most violent disgust, 
and sickness of stomach. I know a gentleman who cannot 

* Mr. Tate mentions another symptom which ho thinks goes far to distinguish- 
or characterize hysteria — it is an acute pain in the left side just below the left 
breast, and about the fifth or sixth rib— -it is very circumscribed in extent, but is 
extremely acute. This affection, as one of the characters of hysteria, is also new 
to us, though we have frequently noticed^ the symptom, in one or two instances, 
it has been of great severity, but in neither were the patients subject to any ob- 
vious form of hysteria, in both of the cases in which we bad occasion to pre- 
scribe for this affection, the pain was constantly removed by rubefacients applied 
immediately to the spot. 

Mr. Tate thinks that this pain has frequently produced the lateral curvature of 
the spine, as it is sometimes of very long Continuance, and the patient, with a view 
to its relief, constantly leans towards the affected side. 

t Dr. Whytt details several similar instances from this kind of change in the 
nervous system ; he says, 44 thus, several delicate women, who could easily bear 
the stronger smell of tobacco, have been thrown into fits by musk, ambergris, or 
a pale rose.” 44 The smell of cheese has almost always occasioned the bleeding of 
the nose in some.”! Works, p. 543’. 


J Kama Boerhaave. 
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drink a glass of any of the white wines, though formerly fond of 
them, in consequence of having frequently been puked with anti- 
tnonial wine during a tedious fever. Mr. Boyle, (Usefulness of 
Experimental Philosophy,) tells us of a gentleman, who could be 
more violently puked by coffee than by crocus metallorum, or other 
strong emetics; and was made sick constantly by its smell; though 
he formerly drank it without the slightest inconvenience. I knew 
a lady after recovery from a protracted typhus, agonized by the 
sound of distant thunder; she was less affected when it was near 
and violent. And Boyle, (Usefulness of Experimental Philoso- 
phy,) also relates the case of a lady, who, upon hearing the sound 
of a bell, or any loud noise, would swoon so deeply as scarcely 
to be distinguished from death. 

Those who have the misfortune to labour under this idiosyn- 
crasy of nerve, are peculiarly unfortunate ; as they are constantly 
liable to be affected by causes which have not the slightest in- 
fluence on others; and to such become, but too often, the object 
of cruel and ill-directed ridicule. Because affections of this kind 
do not often kill ; and because the subject of them very often en- 
joys otherwise very good health, it is with too much facility sup- 
posed, that every ill of which they complain, is but the ima- 
ginings of a distempered brain. 


. Sect. IV . — Diagnosis of Hysteria * 

Sydenham, and some others, think the anafogy between hys- 
teria in women, and hypochondriasis in men, is so strong, as to con- 
sider them as one and the same complaint ; but this is certainly 
not the case. Hoffman looks upon them as distinct diseases ; and 
Cullen strongly inclines to the same opinion; at least he arranges 
them under different genera. He places hypochondriasis in the 
class of Neurosis, and the order Adynamiae; and hysteria, in the 
same class, under the order Spasmi. 

It is not a little suprising, that Sydenham, one so proverbial 
for accuracy, should have confounded these diseases ; especially 
as their respective characters are pretty strongly marked. 1st. 
The subjects of attack are by no means the same, as far as tem- 
perament will constitute a difference; for we have noticed that 
hysteria is most common to women, and those of a sanguine and 
plethoric constitution ; whereas,' hypochondriasis has more fre- 
quently men of a melancholy temperament for its objects. 2d. 
Hysteria is relieved very often as life advances; whereas the 
other issalmost always aggravated. 3d. The pathognomonics of 
hysteria, as Dr. Good very justly observes, such as, 44 the con- 
vulsive struggling paroxysms, the sense of a suffocating ball in the 
throat, the fickleness of temper, and the copious and limpid urine, 
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Jiave no necessary connexion with hypochondriasis, and are 
never found in this disease, when strictly simple and idiopathic. 
While, on the contrary, the sad and sullen countenance, the de- 
jected spirits, and gloomy ideas, that characteristically mark hy- 
pochondriasis, have as little necessary connexion with hysteria, 
and are in direct opposition to its ordinary course.” Vol. iii. p. 
353* An attention to these marks will serve to discriminate the 
two diseases perfectly. 

Sect. V.—~TreaimenL 

\ 

The whole history of hysteria shows that the nerves of certain 
parts of the body are more liable than others to that particular 
state which gives rise to its phenomena; and that this condition 
of the nervous power declares itself almost always in certain por- 
tions of the system. This condition seems to have an election, if 
wp may so term it ; or, in other words, certain parts more con- 
stantly sympathize wjth the brain, and become more liable, or 
more easily involved, than others. 

It is true, Hoffman locates hysteria in the stomach ; nor is this 
difficult to understand : since, in severe stages of this affection the 
stomach is very apt to be deranged ; but this is but the effect of 
this certain or hysterical, (if we may so term it,) condition of the 
brain. For there have been many instances of hysteria, and 
some^of which I have witnessed, where the stomach was in a 
most perfect state of health ; and I have seen cases of great de- 
rangement of this organ, where no hysterical symptoms have at- 
tended. 

Doubtless the stomach, like any other organ of the body, may 
be a seat of hysterical sympathy : in this case we shall have a va- 
riety of gastric symptoms, which will vary in force, as well as in 
character, according to the state of predisposition and power of the 
exciting cause. But when this occurs, the nature of the affection 
will almost always betray itself by the presence of some other 
symptoms which may be considered as pathognomonic of hyste- 
ria; such as palpitation of the heart; a sense of coldness on the 
top of the head ; an increased flow of urine, &c. But should 
neither of these symptoms declare itself, we are pretty certain 
that the gastric affection is of an idiopathic nature, and may 
very often be justly named dyspeptic. 

The same observations will apply when the derangement shall 
be in the bowels, or some one of the abdominal viscera ; hence, 
the importance of attending to this distinction, in all affections of 
these parts. For when this organ is labourfng under an active 
malady, as inflammation, there is for the most part an exemption 
from the symptoms constituting hysteria; consequently, for the 
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production of this, a peculiar condition of the nerves of the part 
seems to be always required. 

On the presence of the affections just alluded to, and now about 
to be more particularly mentioned, we may almost always detect 
the existence of this condition of portions of the nervous system* 
and determine the extent of their agency, either in modifying or 
giving rise to new phenomena in the other systems of the body. 
Thus, palpitation of the heart, large discharges of limpid urine, a 
ball rising in the throat, a sense of coldness on the top, or back 
part of the head, with a disposition to cry or laugh, will always 
point out the peculiar disposition of the nerves concerned in the 
functions of the various parts just enumerated; and it can be 
pretty certainly determined by the state of the vascular system, 
how far they must be considered as the cause or the effect of ex- 
isting symptoms. 

In a practical point of view, an attention to the above sugges- 
tions is of the utmost consequence— for certainly it is not too 
much to affirm, in very many instances, that that practice cannot 
be successful which throws out of sight this condition of the vas- 
cular system. In every affection of the body the state of the 
blood vessels should constantly be kept in view ; for on tbis our 
success will very much depend, when treating affections in which 
hysterical phenomena are present; for it will almost certainly 
point out whether the nervous or vascular system is most to be 
attended to, and in what succession. 

There are few errors more common in practice, than that of 
treating nervous symptoms independently of the circulatory sys- 
tem ; and hence, the too often want of success of the common 
remedies when administered without attention being paid to it. 
The constant belief, that blood-letting, or any other depletion, is 
injurious in nervous diseases, has very often prevented the suc- 
cess of the best remedies; and consequently, has causecf a dis- 
ease to be protracted and obstinate, which would have yielded 
almost instantly to the common agents, had their administration 
been preceded by the loss of a few ounces of blood, or even, per- 
haps, by a brisk cathartic. 

However ill depletion may agree with nervous constitutions 
under a want of excitement in the vascular system, it is neverthe- 
less indispensable, when hysterical symptoms are accompanied 
by an exalted arterial action; and it should therefore always be 
premised. Whoever expects to be successful in the treatment of 
nervous patients without paying attention to the state of the 
pulse, will find himself constantly disappointed; and the applica- 
tion of such medicines as are known to exert an influence upon 
the nervous system, will be sure to be unsuccessful, if not mis- 
chievous. 

Who has not witnessed the want of success of opium, camphor, 
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asafcetida, &c., in an hysterical paroxysm, because attention had 
not been paid to the circulatory system? Yet after the loss of a 
few ounces of blood, they have often been rendered immediately 
efficient. The connexion between the nervous and arterial sys- 
tem U more intimate than is generally admitted; and, to be suc- 
cessful in prescribing for derangements of the former, we must 
have a scrupulous regard to the state of the latter. 

Indeed, a case can scarcely occur, in which it would be safe 
to disregard the state of the circulation altogether in the treat- 
ment ot nervous affections; for though it may not be labouring 
under any undue excitement at the moment, yet it may be very 
easily roused into morbid action, by the undue application of sti- 
muli. For the force of stimuli must be regulated by the suscep- 
tibility of the vascular system to action, if success is to follow 
their exhibition — thus, ten on fifteen drops of laudanum, under 
certain conditions pf the system, may be more successful than 
three times this quantity under another state of arterial action; 
and the same observation will apply to many other remedies em- 
ployed in nei vous affections; for the success of remedies must 
depend upon their being administered in due force, to the exist- 
ing condition of the system. 

It is every way certain that plethora will often give rise to a 
tram of nervous symptoms, or to hysteria: now, these cases, if 
treated from the commencement by stimulants, or antispasmo- 
dics, will surely be aggravated; while the abstraction of a few 
ounces of blood will almost instantly tranquillize the system, and 
render farther applications perhaps unnecessary. It will be well 
to illustrate this by a case. 

u aged thirty years, three months pregnant with her 
fifth child, complained of great palpitation of the heart; lowness 
of spiiits; head felt as if girded by a cord; easily provoked to 
tears, hands and feet cold, with very frequent discharges of 
urine; loss of appetite; nausea, and occasionally vomiting; pulse 
full and tense. She was ordered to lose ten ounces of blood; 
and to take a dose of rhubarb and magnesia. She was imme- 
diately bled; and so effectual was the relief from it, that she did 
not think it necessary to take the purgative medicine. 

Had this case been treated with stimulants, or anlispasmodics, 
there is no doubt that every symptom would have been aggra- 
vated ; at all events they would not have been relieved. 

I do not, however, mean to insinuate, that every case attended 
with the above enumerated symptoms would be relieved by the 
loss of blood; I wish merely to inculcate the necessity of ascer- 
taining the state of the arterial system, before a prescription is 
made for what is familiarly termed nervous symptoms; and if 
this be found too active, it must be reduced before stimulants 
and antispasmodics are administered. It is also important to be 
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mindful of the state of the circulation during the use of active 
remedies; for it may happen, nay, it very often does, that during 
the exhibition of them the pulse becomes too much excited, and 
all the nervous symptoms become aggravated. 

To relieve this condition it is but too common a practice to 
increase the doses of the stimulants jn use; which, instead of pro- 
ducing the desired effect, but augment the difficulty. In such 
cases, the loss of a few ounces of blood; a brisk purge? a sus- 
pension of the remedies; or even, sometimes, a reduction of the 
quantity, will have the happiest result. 

In the treatment, therefore, of hysterical, or nervous affections, 
too much latitude is commonly given to patients; than which, 
nothing can be more erroneous. It is generally supposed by 
them, that if a small dose will do good, a larger will do better; 
or, at all events, a quick repetition of it is every way necessary : 
they accordingly act upon this principle; and but too often, to 
their injury. For, however proper these remedies may be, they 
can only be so certainly in appropriate doses; if these be ex- 
ceeded, either no relief will be obtained, or the complaint will be 
increased. It should, therefore, ever be a rule in practice, even 
in nervous diseases, to suit the force of the remedy to the state 
of the system, as far as this may be practicable. 

It will be acknowledged, almost upon all hands, that this im- 
portant point has been too much neglected ; hence, the but too 
frequent failure of remedies in the diseases in question. 

Dr. Whytt,* when about to lay down the cure for " nervous 
disorders,” makes use of the following judicious language : “ It 
will be proper to observe, that, as it is generally in the power of 
medicine to relieve, it is frequently beyond the power of art to 
eradicate the disorders we now treat of ; and, therefore, it may 
be often of use to intimate this to our patients, especially to such 
as have fortitude enough to bear those evils which can neither 
be wholly prevented nor fully cured. It is farther necessary to 
acquaint every patient, that, without a long perseverance in a 
course of medicines, diet, and exercise, no great or lasting bene- 
fit can be expected. To this purpose is the following passage of 
* Montanus, which equally deserves the attention of such patients 
as are affected with nervous ailments, and of the physicians who 
undertake their cure. “ In curatione hvjus mordi, (sciz. hypo- 
chondriaci,) non licet praefinire tempus mensis unius aut anni, 
sicut in aliis contingat; sed oportet in toto vitae suae tempore 
curationi operam dare interdum curationi, interdum praeserva- 
tioni, attendo.” 

Hysteria is seldom cured so effectually, as that the patient 
shall have no farther returns of it, should an exciting cause be 


• Work*, p. 633. 
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applied; yet we know from ample experience, that it can be 
much mitigated by proper moral and medical discipline. 'Too 
much, we believe, has been taken for granted by medical men, 
upon the subject of this disease; for it seems to be admitted, and 
this with by far too much facility, that little or nothing can be 
done for hysterical patients, beyond the temporary relief of the 
paroxysm. This indifference upon the subject of hysteria, has 
prevented sufficient inquiry into the nature and causes of this for- 
midable disease; end the modes of treating it remain very much 
the same as they did in the time of Sydenham. 

The difficulties experienced in the treatment of this complaint, 
appear to us to be rather accidental, than essential; and this be- 
lief is founded on the following well-established facts: namely, 
first, we now and then see females, who have been subject to it 
at one period of their lives, exempt from it at another; secondly, 
care taken to avoid the exciting cause, will, for many years to- 
gether, prevent the return of the paroxysms. Now, it would 
seem, that if this affection can be removed, or even considerably 
relieved, either by means which we do not exactly understand, 
by the proper exercise of moral restraints, or by the removal of 
certain exciting causes, we might be encouraged to hope, that 
the proper application of means, when the pathology of the dis- 
ease shall be better understood, might be successful. But if hys- 
teria be always looked upon as one of the opprobria medicorum, 
it cannot be expected we shall ever be much better acquainted 
with its nature, or method of cure. 

It is ever proper that the medical man should hold the opinion, 
that every disease is gusceptible of cure ; for this belief will sti- 
mulate him to investigations which may result in success; but if 
he permit himself to think that certain diseases are without re- 
medy, exertion will be paralyzed, and inquiry will cease. The 
lues venerea, intermittents, and doubtless, many other diseases, 
were at different periods of the world, thought to be incurable, 
however easy of subjection they may be at the present day. 

The following cases will show that this formidable complaint 
may be subdued by moral and physical causes. 


Case First. 

Mrs. ■ — , of sanguine temperament, married early in life, and 
became the mother of a large healthy family. She herself en- 
joyed uninterrupted good health, until her previous habits were 
broken up, by her husband becoming very rich, from successful 
speculations. She was now under no necessity of working for 
the sake of her family ; every thing that money could purchase 
was at her command. She occupied a large house ; employed 
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a number of servants; and performed in a carriage that which 
was before done on foot. She fed high, and became really luxu- 
rious. But this change of fortune had penalties; and they were 
severe ones : she soon became very corpulent, listless, and ex- 
tremely nervous. She was frequently assailed by hysterical pa- 
roxysms of great severity, and of long duration. She became 
peevish to all around her, and extremely jealous of her husband. 
Every action of his life was misinterpreted, though he was one 
of the best and most moral men in the world ; and frequently did 
her “ fils” arise from this overweening anxiety of her husband’s 
supposed bad conduct. 

She continued in this fretful and anxious state for a number of 
years; and became so debilitated at last, that she could not leave 
her chamber for months together; and it was thought by her 
medical attendants she must soon sink under her malady. But 
at this time the scene of prosperity was, by one of those changes 
common to mercantile life, suddenly changed for that of compa- 
rative poverty. Her husband gave all his effects to his creditors; 
and after satisfying them, little remained. The effect of this re- 
verse upon the disease of the lady, was no less sudden than salu- 
tary; and that which it was thought would cause her death, proved 
her cure. For, from this moment, she discharged her servants; 
gave up her coach ; dismissed her physicians ; reinstated herself 
in her former occupations;, and reassumed her former habits, as 
far as her slate of health would at the moment permit. 

In consequence of this change of circumstances, her moral en- 
ergies were roused, and she quickly showed to the world, that 
her temporary elevation had not unfitted her for a profitable re- 
turn to her former habits; and by exercising them, she soon re- 
gained that health which had been so completely sacrificed at the 
shrine of wealth ; for after the first shock was over, she never had 
an hysterical paroxysm* 


Case Second . 

A lady, born in a northern climate of Europe, went with her 
husband, after being the mother of three children, to one of the 
West India Islands. Here her health soon suffered from the cli- 
mate; she had frequent abortions; by which she was much re- 
duced by the attending hemorrhages. She became very hyste- 
rical ; and paroxysms would be produced by the slightest causes. 
Her physicians advised she should be taken to a northern climate; 
and she arrived in Philadelphia in a most reduced state. 

She would not unfrequent ly have three or four w fits 9 * in a 
week, for some time after her arrival. She had aborted a few 
weeks before, and was still labouring under a coloured discharge 
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from the vagina. The usual tonics were administered with ad- 
vantage, ana she soon acquired an addition of strength ; the ute- 
rine discharge was arrested, and the hysterical paroxysms were 
diminished both in force an J frequency. The first object in view 
was the renewal of strength ; and the second to prevent impreg- 
nation, while she continued so feeble, as had been the case too 
often before. 

The husband had business in Europe; and we begged him to 
hasten his departure, or exercise forbearance; for which we 
candidly gave our reasons. He went; and his wife improved 
daily under the use of the cold bath, air, exercise, and a strict- 
ly regulated diet, both as to quantity and quality. Her strength 
improved daily ; her appetite increased ; her digestion was well 

E erformed ; and her alvine excretions regular. She would now 
e weeks together free from hysterical attacks; and by pursuing 
this plan regularly for fourteen months, she lost them altogether; 
for she has had no return up to this moment, a period of several 
years. 

Her husband returned after an absence of eighteen months, 
and she has since had two live born children. In consequence 
of her improved health in this climate, she has been permitted 
to remain. These cases show, that established hysterical parox- 
ysms, with their attendants, were subdued by changes of a mo- 
ral and physical kind; and that they hold out encouragement to 
treat this affection as one capable of cure. But we must repeat, 
that success can only be expected, where the patient will most 
sedulously co-operate with the exertions of the physician. 

The treatment of hysteria, will embrace what is proper to be 
done during the paroxysms, and what may be necessary in the 
intervals. 


1. Of the Paroxysms. 

* 

The management of the paroxysms is oftentimes one of great 
difficulty, from the excessive force with which it agitates the 
body. The whole muscular system is violently exercised, and 
this to a degree that almost exceeds belief, even in women who 
are at other times very feeble. The circulatory system is al- 
most always excited, and a strong determination to the head is 
declared by the suffused cheeks, the swollen face, the blood- 
shotten, protruding eye, the distended jugulars, the throbbing 
carotids, and the never-failing, but temporary mental alienation. 

Notwithstanding these strong evidences of the determination 
of blood to the head, many practitioners doubt the propriety of 
blood-letting in hysteria, because they declare it to be a “ nervous 
disease, and that drawing .blood is always injurious in such cases." 

41 * 
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Such sweeping declarations must necessarily be very often wrongs 
and tend too decidedly to retard improvement in the practice of 
medicine, since they are almost always based upon narrow or 
imperfect views of the animal system. They should, therefore, 
always be received with hesitation, and acted upon with caution. 
We have remarked above, that this prejudice against blood* 
letting, (for it deserves no better name,) has retarded the cure of 
many of the affections termed nervous; this apprehension should 
therefore be laid aside, and more reliance placed upon the state 
of the circulating system. The pulse should constantly be the 
guide upon all such occasions, and if this be properly studied and 
well understood, it will always direct us safely in the employ- 
ment or the withholding of the lancet. 

The condition of the system during an hysterical paroxysm is 
almost always one of high excitement ; nor will this, surprise us, 
when we reflect upon the period of life, the kind of tempera- 
ment, the nature of the exciting causes, and the importance of 
the parts principally concerned in the disease. Besides these ge- 
neral reasons, which are of no small force, we shall find one still 
more powerful in the pulse itself. It will almost always be 
found rapid, full, and tense, and most unequivocally declaring a * 
necessity for abstracting blood, and sometimes even to a large 
amount. 

We, therefore, with very few exceptions, direct the loss of 
blood to an extent that shall decidedly diminish the force of the 
pulse, before we employ any other remedy. Bleeding does not 
often put an end to the fit immediately, nor is this expected of it; 
it, however, lays the foundation for other remedies to be success- 
ful, which would not be the case without it. Nor is this all : it 
always, we believe, shortens the “ fit;” and certainly very often 
prevents its becoming protracted, or ending in mischievous en- 
gorgements. 

After bleeding, we can employ remedies agreeably to the pre- 
senting indications, with much more certainty and safety. We 
should inquire into the nature of the exerting cause, and be much 
directed by its nature. It may be owing to a passion, or an emo- 
tion of the mind ? if this be so, sedatives and antispasmodics 
should be given. These may be administered by the mouth or 
by the rectum, as may be most expedient. If the patient can 
be made to swallow, and it rarely happens that she cannot, if 
advantage be taken of an interval; laudanum, in a full dose, 
should be given, and may be repeated in an hour, half an hour, 
or more seldom, as necessity may require. It may be combined 
with a solution or the tincture of asafoetida, in drachm doses. 
Cold water may be freely dashed upon the face, or even a stream 
°f it turned upon it. 

i>r* Whytt, (Works, p. 693,) after enumerating a number of 
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remedies thought to be useful in the paroxysm, winds up with 
the following declaration : “ But there is no remedy which I have 
found so effectual in removing hysterical faintings, with convul- 
sions, as the warm pediluvium ; for after many other things had 
been tried to no purpose, I have seen the patients restored to their 
senses almost instantly, by putting their feet and legs in water a 
little more than blood warm. And it was remarkable, that upon 
the discontinuing the pediluvium too soon, the faintings and 
eatehings often returned in a less degree, and the pulse became 
smaller and irregular. In a few cases, where the patients were 
plethoric, and the convulsions very strong, the pediluvium has 
failed*” 

Of this remedy in the convulsive stage of hysteria we can say 
nothing from our own experience, but the authority of Dr. Whytt 
is sufficient to produce reliance on it. The only objection we 
perceive in the use of the pediluvium , is the difficulty of its ap- 
plication at the moment the patient is convulsive — flannels, or 
a blanket wrung out of hot water and applied to the legs might 
answer. His last observation on the cause of the failure of this 
remedy, is worthy of remark, namely, but “ where the patients 
were plethoric, it failed this clearly points out the necessity of 
that strict attention we have recommended to the state of the 
pulse. 

It is recommended by almost all writers, and certainly prac- 
tised by all by-standers, to hold volatiles, and other stimulating 
things or substances to the nostrils during the “ fit.”* This is 
certainly a very doubtful practice where the system is much 
excited, and the convulsions violent* It is applying a powerful 
stimulus to a very sensitive part, a part that very powerfully 
sympathizes with the brain, and most probably the brain with 
it, at a time when the abstraction of stimuli is highly desirable. 
This practice most probably arose from the success of such 
substances in syncope ; but between syncope and an hysterical 
convulsion there is not the slightest analogy ; in one instance, 
the muscular, the arterial, and nervous systems are violently 
excited; in the other, they are, for the time being, paralyzed. 

At a very early period of our medical practice, the propriety 
of this plan was doubted : this arose from seeing a person in an 
hysterical paroxysm constantly thrown into a convulsion by the 

* Dr. Whytt recommends the employment of such substances during the fit, 
and says, 41 these medicines, by the strong and sudden impression they make oo 
the very sensible nerves of the nose, not only tend to excite the several organs 
into action, but to lessen and destroy the disagreeable senation in that part of 
the body, which brought on the 4 ‘ fit.” Works, p. 692,693. But a little while 
after we find him at variance with himself, by saying, that “ warm water is not 
only the speediest, but the safest cure for hysteric faintings ; while strong vola- 
tiles, held to the nose, are apt to throw some delicate women into more violent 
convulsions.” p. 693. ■ 
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application of the volatile spirit of hartshorn to the nose, while 
she lay in a state of comparative tranquillity after an exhausting 
“ fit.” In this instance, the volatile was no sooner applied than 
the convulsion was renewed ; the practice was peremptorily for- 
bidden, and the patient soon “came out of the fit.” Since that 
period we have never permitted the employment of volatiles in 
an hysterical paroxysm ; and so far we have been perfectly satis- 
fied with the plan. 

Should the patient be unable to swallow, we direet the laudanum 
and asfeetida to be given by “ injection,” having the bowels 
previously emptied by one consisting of a pint of warm water 
and a large table-spoonful of common salt. The anodyne and 
anlispasmodic enema is to consist of two wine-glassfuls of luke- 
warm water, a full drachm of laudanum, and as much tincture 
of asafoetida, or if the watery solution of the asafoetida be at 
hand, it may be used instead of the plain water. This injection 
may be repeated pro re nata, every hour or two, as the exigency 
may demand. 

It is sometimes difficult to administer an enema during the 
“ fit,” for we have remarked that the struggle during this time 
is severe and irresistible ; besides there is another difficulty to this 
process, which arises from the contracted condition of the sphinc- 
ter ani, but this can always be overcome by perseverance and ad- 
dress, so far as we have yet witnessed ; it should not therefore be 
abandoned too soon, if the patient cannot swallow. See p. 476. 

Hysterical paroxysms sometimes depend upon something taken 
into the stomoah, as too large a quantity of indigestible food, &c. 
When' this is ascertained to be the case, an emetic should imme- 
diately follow the bleeding, if this has been judged necessary. 
Sydenham recommended this practice long since, and the expe- 
rience of almost every body since his time has confirmed its effi- 
cacy. Sometimes severe vomiting attends the paroxysm ; when 
this is the case, it should be encouraged by warm water when 
practicable, until it appears that the stomach is cleansed. This 
case, agreeably to Sydenham, requires a larger dose of laudanum 
than where no vomiting attends. 

If there be much costiveness, besides the injection of salt and 
water, a strong infusion of senna should be given, in such doses 
as the patient can be made to swallow, and at such intervals as 
shall be judged necessary, until it operate freely.* 

It sometimes becomes necessary to apply blisters to the calves 
of the legs, or sinapisms to the feet ; these are, however, only 


* The senna seems to bo peculiarly appropriate in this case r for its griping has 
sometimes advantages not to be derived from other cathartics. This is especially 
the case when (lie convulsions are frequent, and when attended by strong evidences 
of determination to the bead. 
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useful where there is a disposition to coma after the convulsions 
have ceased.* 

The paroxysms are of longer or shorter duration ; and it is not 
unusual to find the patient, after a 'severe “fit,” rouse up, as if 
little or nothing had happened: when this is the case, the disease 
is habitual, for the most part, and not of much force. At other 
times they appear to fall into a profound sleep after each struggle; 
and if now let alone, they would awake perfectly well. But if 
anxiety has put in practice the application of volatile substances 
to the nostrils, it may do mischief, by renewing the convulsions 
as stated above. Therefore, when this condition occurs, it should 
not be interrupted by improper officiousness ; for this state of 
tranquillity is the best possible thing for the patient. 

When the patient has warning of an approaching paroxysm, 
it may frequently be interrupted by a timely dose of laudanum, 
asafeetida, or Hoffman's anodyne liquor; or what we have fre- 
quently found to answer well in such cases, is equal parts of the 
volatile tincture of valerian and castor, in drachm doses, mixed 
in sweetened water, provided much headach does not attend; 
for, if this be the case, the paroxysm can only be put aside, or 
moderated, by a bleeding, followed by a brisk, cathartic. A pa- 
tient of ours rarely fails to prevent a “fit” by this plan.f 

In no disease, perhaps, has so many remedies been employed, 
as in hysteria; at least, during the paroxysm: almost all the 
strong-smelling plants, oils, gums, and chemical products, have 
been employed, and lauded, condemned, and laid aside, in their 
turn. In this, perhaps, we have lost nothing; for had they pos- 
sessed any remarkable advantages over the asafeetida, ('almost 
the only one now employed,) they would unquestionably have 
been retained as certainly as it has been. Indeed, we are dis- 
posed to believe that they would never have been introduced 
among the anti-hysterical medicines, but from their strong smell 
exciting an analogy to the asafeetida, which has ever merited 
some confidence in hysteria. 

Dr. Hamilton believing the disease to be seated in the stomach 

* Mr. Tate, in conformity with his pathological views, (see note at page 475,) 
declares he has seen the most decided beneficial effects from the use cf the tartar 

emetic ointment — rubbed upon the dorsal vertebne until it produces vesication. 

t Patients afflicted with hysteria frequently experience sensations which warn 
them that a paroxysm is at hand, and waiting only for an exciting cause to call it 
into pfay — under such impressions, relief or prevention is sought, in various ways, 
by different individuals. Some seek cheerful cpmpany and amusements, others 
active occupation, some let blood, others stimulate, &c.; Slid all, as is often in their 
power, after they have become well acquainted with their malady, shun well-known 
exciting causes. A lady with whom we are well acquainted, and who is well 
versed with the premonitory symptoms of hysteria, will not, while labouring under 
these sensations, open a letter of any kind addressed to her. They are thrown 
aside, until she feels she may encounter with impunity any information they may 
contain* 
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and bowels, gives, with his usual freedom, purgative medicines; 
the good effects of which, on this presumption, he illustrates by 
several cases. But these cases prove nothing in favour of his 
pathology; since purging is but a mode of depletion; and one, 
which is as familiarly employed for affections of the brain, as for 
those of the abdominal viscera. In young, robust, and healthy 
women, and especially those in whom the disease has not yet 
assumed a chronic form, we have always found purging highly 
useful, and never fail to employ some of the most active of the 
class for this purpose; such as senna, calomel and jalap, various 
combinations ofcgamboge, scammony, &c. 

Hysterical paroxysms may be excited by a variety of causes, 
and epsecially these which act directly upon the mind; and when 
these cannot absolutely be removed, the consequences may fre- 
quently be diminished, by the repeated use of opium. The cases, 
in which laughing, crying, a sense of suffocation, palpitation of 
the heart, and mental alienation, without convulsions, occur, can 
almost always be restrained by the liberal use of this drug; pro- 
vided no plethora exist, or after it may have been removed by a 
bleeding. 

The following case will serve as one of many, as an illustra- 
tion. Mrs. , hearing suddenly of the death of a brother, to 

whom she was much attached, and whom she for some days had 
hourly expected to see, was instantly seized with such an aliena- 
tion of mind, as to pervert the kind offices of her best friends into 
attempts to injure her. She talked incessantly of her brother ; 
cried and laughed by turns; complained she was strangling, and 
required air, &c. We persuaded her to take a little coffee, in 
which was mixed thirty-five drops of “ black-drop;” this was re- 
peated once an hour for four doses. She now became calm ; 
was unconscious of any thing that had happened, and fell into a 
sound sleep, which lasted twelve hours. She awoke from this 
state, perfectly restored. 

The best form for exhibiting opium, is in that form of lauda- 
num calledjhe “ black-drop,” or the tinct. thebaic, acetat.* In 
this form it rarely leaves behind the unpleasant feelings the com- 
^'mon laudanum does. It is of about double the strength of the 
common laudanum. 

But should this preparation not be at hand, the common lau- 
danum should be mixed with two tea-spoonsful of sweetened vi- 
negar, which answers nearly the same purpose. In the use of 

• We may give the new preparation of opium, called the ** denarcotized lauda- 
num,” with still greater impunity, as it more rarely offends than the black drop. 
If this preparation be made choice of, it should be given in as large doses as if 
the common laudanum were employed. Or with equal, if not greater advantage, 
the sulphate of morphia — a grain of which is about equal to one hundrod and 
twenty drops of laudanum. 
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this medicine strict attention should be paid to the peculiarities of 
the system, as regards opium. There are many who cannot use 
the smallest quantity when given in one form, yet can bear full 
doses when exhibited in certain other forms; for instance, we 
know' several, who cannot take the common laudanum in any 

a uantity, yet can use the black drop with freedom and without 
ie slightest inconvenience; others can take the laudanum, when 
mixed with a few grains of the carbonate of potash, or of soda: 
others can only use the solid opium; and some few we have met 
with, who cannot use the black drop, yet will bear the common 
laudanum well, &c. &c. Attention should ah^ys be paid to 
such peculiarities, when they exist; for, on them, very often, 
much will depend. Dr. VVhytt gives a remarkable instance of 
this kind of idiosyncracy. A middle-aged lady whom four or 
five drops of laudanum, taken by the mouth, affected with a vio- 
lent pain and cramp in her stomach; and sixteen drops taken in 
a clyster, though they did not occasion those complaints, made 
her delirious for twelve hours.” Works, p. G45. We have seen 
several instances, in which the " black-drop” invariably gave 
colic. 

This peculiarity, as regards opium, is oftentimes very unfortu- 
nate, as it deprives the patient of the use of the only remedy ca- 
pable of relieving the existing symptoms. We have tw’o patients, 
much subject to cough ; neither of whom can bear opium in any 
form we have been able to invent. One of them dare not use it 
even externally. In constitutions thus peculiarly constituted it 
might be well to follow the suggestions of Whytt upon this sub- 
ject. He observes, that the lady, (whose case has just been re- 
lated,) “ having afterwards begun with one drop of laudanum , 
gradually raised it to twenty-five drops; nay, she has sometimes 
taken that quantity thrice a day ; without feeling any of its former 
bad effects;” which would seem to declare, that this unfortunate 
peculiarity might be overcome by beginning with very small 
doses, and gradually, and almost insensibly, increasing them. 

When the hysterical paroxysm precedes the eruption of the 
menses/it is generally best relieved by camphor, or camphor and 
opium conjoined; this may be given in julep, or in powder, as 
may be most convenient. The following formula, we have found 
to answer very well — 

gr. Gum camph. * - 3>j. 

Sp. vin. rect. - - q. 8. f. pulv. adde. 

Pulv. g. Arab. - - gij. 

Tinct. thebaic, acetal. - gut. Iz. 

Sacch. alb. - - giij. 

Aq. Font. - - gvj. — M. 

Of this, a table-spoonful may be taken every hour or two as 
the case may be more or less urgent. 

Id cases where it is known that opium, in almost any shape 
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or quantity will disagree, it may be omitted, and the simple cam* 
phorated julep used in its stead. But it should be well ascertained, 
that the system does not require lowering by blood-letting be- 
fore even the camphor is given: for, should the pulse be too 
active, much less advantage will be obtained from it; and it will 
render the exhibition of opium altogether improper. 

Local applications are sometimes of advantage in such cases, 
especially if the feet be cold — pediluvium, as warm as can be well 
borne, will be found highly serviceable, according to Whytt; and 
we know, that sinapisms to the feet, and warm dry applications 
to the region of4he uterus, are of much benefit. 

It is almost the universal practice of the attendants on a person 
in the “ hysterics,” to oppose by violence, as far as their strength 
will enable them, every motion of the patient’s body. They sup- 
pose the hands must be unclenched, at all events; and very often, 
in the performance of this work of supererogation, much injury 
is sustained by the muscles that flex the hand and fore-arm. This 
violence should be reprobated, as it is highly improper; especially 
as it is every way calculated to do mischief, and never to do good. 
The patient may be suffered to grasp the hand of some one, as 
the spasms approach; but if the hand be contracted, it should be 
suffered to remain so, until it becomes relaxed. 

All that is useful in such cases, is to make such opposition to 
the patient’s struggles, as will prevent doing herself mischief, by 
striking herself too forcibly ; or by bruising her limbs against any 
hard body that may be in the way; or throwing herself from the 
bed. Again, a solid metal body is thrust into the mouth, such as 
the handle of an iron, pewter, or silver spoon, to prevent injury 
being done to the tongue ; but all such substances are improper, 
as they frequently do much injury to the teeth. A piece of 
cedar, or pine, of sufficient length, and shape like a wedge, may 
be advantageously employed. 

After the struggling is over, the patient will sometimes be very 
sick at stomach, or even vomit violently; in such case, nothing 
is better than a draught of water, as warm as can well be swal- 
lowed ; and this may be repeated, whenever the necessity recurs. 
We should not attempt to force medicines upon the patient while 
the stomach is thus disordered. 

In a late conversation with my friend Dr. Jackson, I learned 
from him, that he had found cold water highly serviceable in 
hysteria of a certain character; he has kindly furnished we with 
his views upon this subject, and I shall, I am sure, be rendering 
an acceptable service, by inserting his letter entire. 

u My dear sir, 

“ In your note of last evening, you requested me to inform 
you more particularly of the employment of cold water in hys- 
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toria, which I mentioned, in conversation a few days past, I had 
found a prompt and beneficial remedy, in some cases of that af- 
fection. In compliance with your desire, I present you with the 
following observations, and shall be pleased to find you should 
consider them as meriting your attention. 

44 1 was first led to the practice, from observing some cases of 
spasmodic or convulsive movements of the voluntary muscles, in 
robust men, but having a nervous temperament, and which were 
excited by a high degree of gastric irritation. In some, the acci- 
dents were attributed to drinking cold water, whilst over-heated. 
But irritants of various kinds, as indigestible food,tlcoho)ic liquors, 
&c., had also been taken; and the symptoms revealed when 
attentively examined, an intense irritation of the stomach. In 
these cases, the convulsive agitation of the muscular system was 
unattended with any tendency to coma or stupor; the patients 
were unable to express, in language, their feelings ; they were 
conscious of every thing doing about them, their attention was 
wholly rivetted on their sensations $ and when relieved, they ac- 
cused the stomach and head, as the seats of their sufferings. The 
convulsive movements of the voluntary muscles were evidently 
the result of the gastric irritation, forcing the will, and reflected* 
without its concurrence, into the locomotive apparatus. All con- 
curred in stating, they found it impossible to restrain the violence 
of their movements. From the view I took of those cases, iced 
water, or cold pump water sweetened, was given in repeated 
small draughts; cold affusions were directed to the head, and 
when the circulation was excited, and the skin hot, bloodletting 
was practiced, with cold ablutions to the general surface. The 
relief, from the cold draughts and affusions, was immediate. The 
convulsive efforts became calm, and the patients expressed, in 
extravagant terms, the agreeable sensations they experienced 
from them, and the rapid disappearance of their sufferings. The 
morbid condition of the system, in the cases alluded to, bears a 
strong analogy to hysteria, as it is occasionally presented to us. 

44 Having subsequently met with some cases of hysteria, the 
exciting cause of which was irritation of stomach, produced by 
improper food, or other irritants, I was led to repeat the same 
practice. The result was equally prompt and favourable. In all 
those cases, however, gastric irritation was well characterized; 
foe epigastrium was highly sensible; sentiment of interior heat 
excited,. and thirst. 

“ The following case, which came under my care a fetrd&fi 
past illustrates the state of the system, the morbid phenomena, I 
allude to, and the treatment. * * 

44 Mrs* W. is about thirty years of age, of short stature, foil 
m*ke*d*rki complexion. Her husband has been absent on a voy- 
age several weeks, and no intelligence has been received from 
42 
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him. She lives retired, and uses very little exercise. She had 
been distressed in mind some days — complained of want of ap- 
petite and headach — was constipated* She dined on fresh pork; 
after dinner took a cold bath, which was prolonged an unusual 
time; coming out of the bath, she drank iced punch made of old 
Jamaica rum, and, early in the evening took tea.' Immediately 
after this meal, she was seized with spasms in the stomach, vo- 
mited and became much agitated. The spasms of the stomach 
recurred at intervals of from five to ten minutes; and during each, 
there was a tonic spasm of the voluntary muscles, a loss of con- 
sciousness of surrounding objects, stifled, suffocated breathing, 
the eyes wattery, and rolled upwards. In the intervals, weeping 
and great depression of mind. The slightest pressure on the 
epigastrium gave uneasiness — sensation of heat was experienced 
in the stomach, and thirst. 

“ At first I gave her hydrant water, none colder being in the 
house, sweetened with sugar, to drink. It did not relieve the 
gastric distress — ice was sent for, and a large piece put in the 
pitcher of water. She drank small quantities every two minutes. 
It was highly grateful. A single paroxysm, only, recurred after 
the iced water was taken. The head was washed with cold 
water. In a case where the heat of the skin and head was in- 
tense, cloths dipped in cold water, and affusions, were employed. 

“I mentioned my practice to our friend Dr. La Roche, who 
put it in operation in a case of hysteric spasms, that came under 
his care, after he had tried the usual routine of antispasmodics, 
and which had failed to give relief. The effect was prompt. 

“The pathology of hysteria has been variously given by dif- 
ferent writers. The most correct view, and which is deduced 
from an attentive examination of its phenomena, refers to the 
cerebral structure for its seat. The brain is a collection of organs 
of nearly similar composition, which preside over the various in- 
tellectual and pathetic faculties, and voluntary motion. The me- 
dulla oblongata appears to be the central organ of perception and 
volition, and its lower portion and the upper part of the spinal 
marrow, govern the expressions, and respiratory muscles. Irri- 
tation of the upper portion of the medulla occasions spasms, con- 
vulsions, &c., of the voluntary muscles; and of the lower portion, 
irregular and spasmodic contractions of the muscles of respira- 
tion, of the voice, and of the face, as expressing the passions. 
Hence, the sense of suffocation, sighing, screaming, crying, laugh- 
ing, weeping, and the various distortions of the countenance. 

“ Individuals who experience frequent attacks of hysteria, have 
this portion of the central structure in a permanent state of irri- 
tation, of feeble grade, and which is increased by any sudden and 
strong impression. An unexpected noise, sight, or intelligence^ 
becomes in them an exciting cause of the hysteric paroxysm* 
Venereal irritation, sufficiently intense to be transmitted to the 
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brain, is often communicated to its central organ, and excites the 
symptoms of hysteria. The stomach and uterus are those parts 
from which this irritation is most commonly transmitted, and is 
effected through the great sympathetic, which anastomoses with 
the pneumogastric or par vagum that has its origin in the me- 
dulla oblongata. 

“The varieties observable in hysteria, will depend, 1st, on the 
intensity and extent of the cerebral irritation; 2dly, on the local 
visceral irritation, by which it is excited ; 3dly, the organ that is 
the seat of the primary irritation. 

“ This pathology of hysteria, is founded on the symptoms, the 
disturbances of functions it presents, and the organs that accom- 
plish those functions. 

“ With respect yours truly, 

“ Samuel Jackson. 

“ 7b Dr. Wm . P. Dewees , June 29, 1820.” 


Preventing the Recurrence of the Paroxysms. 

There are no affections of the other systems of the body so 
liable to recurrence, as those which affect the nervous system. 
This may be owing, either to the difficulty of restoring the ner- 
vous tone when impaired, though not subjected to the continued 
, influence of the exciting causes; or to the great difficulty of se- 
curing this system sufficiently long against the operation of these 
causes, that the nerves may recover their ordinary healthy 
standard. 

The difficulty just suggested, is particularly great in the dis- 
ease now treated of, owing to the constant liability of exposure 
to the exciting causes; for, almost any severe intellectual opera- 
tion, or any undue exercise of any of the senses, may endanger 
with relapse, the ill-restored nervous system ; hence, the diffi- 
culty and uncertainty of a radical cure of hysteria. Besides, the 
best concerted plan that can be devised, will be too certainly use- 
less, if co-operation fail on the part of the patient. We have al- 
ready adverted to this difficulty, and it is repeated, with a view 
to lessen an expectation, of the efficacy of remedies, so common-* 
ly indulged in by patients of this class, without using their efforts 
to secure their good effects. 

To every patient afflicted with hysteria it should be incul- 
cated, that much may be done by a proper and persevering ex- 
ercise of the moral faculties, and by the judicious employment of 
their physical powers ; and that on these, vastly more depends 
ibr a cure, than on the exhibition of medicine; and, farther, that 
without the healthful play of these* powers, medicine alone can- 
not prevent the return of evil, though it may occasionally allevi- 
ate a present misery. 


Digitized by ^ooQie 



m 


BXSTKRIl. 


It will be seen at 011069 that part of this plan must be difficult 
of execution; since, the exciting causes see almost constantly 
presenting themselves; at least it is so with those. of the moral 
kind; and these seem to require more than human resolution, 
or human foresight, to either interrupt their operation, or to 
avoid encountering them. Yet we know much can be done, 
when reason is properly exercised, or forbearance duly main- 
tained. It should, therefore, always be shown to patients, how 
much depends upon themselves for a cure, by pointing out the 
importance of not yielding to sudden impulses, nor indulging in 
destructive forebodings. By the one, the system is thrown into 
violent and ungovernable agitation; and by the other, it is ren- 
dered so morbidly sensitive, as to be operated on by the slightest 
causes. 

The physical exciting causes may be avoided with more cer- 
tainly, or their presence more easily removed, than the moral; 
jet to be successful in preventing their operation, requires much 
self-denial, and entire conviction of the necessity of the sacri- 
fice. 

It would be difficult to point out the causes of the diminution of 
this disease, within the last thirty years, in this city, though the 
fact is certain, so far at least as we can rely upon our own ob* 
servations. Have the temperaments most liable to this disease 
been changed, by either physical or moral causes? Certain it is^ 
that at present, we are rarely called upon to attend in an hysteri- % 
cal paroxysm, whereas formerly, such calls were frequent. Is 
this change to be considered a real advantage to the female? It 
might be doubtful, if the observation of Whytt* be true; namely, 
that u however troublesome and obstinate nervous disorders may 
often-be, they have some advantages attending them ; for the weak 
state of the blood and vascular system, in many of these cases, 
renders such patients much less subject to inflammatory diseases 
than those of a stronger constitution." Thus it seems, that hys- 
teria, like gout, may ward off severer blows. 

The first general indication in the cure of hysteria, is to alter 
that peculiar state of the brain and nervous system, which gives 
rise to the disease, when the exciting causes are applied. This 
condition may consist in too great a sensibility of the nervous 
system ; or in such changes of their sentient power, as to render 
them liable to be affected by agents not ordinarily offensive, nor 
inordinately stimulating, as already explained above. Now could 
this indication always be fulfilled, we could always cure nervous 
or hysterical diseases. 

We have already remarked, that the nerves of almost every 
part of the body, may, from their sympathy with the brain, be* 
come affected with this peciiliar condition, which gives rise to 

• Works, p. 631. 
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hysteria, or at least to nervous symptoms. The intensity of these 
symptoms, will therefore necessarily depend upon the force with 
which they may sympathize with the brain, or upon their sensi- 
bility, or altered condition from health; hence, the same force of 
cause will produce very different degrees of effect, in different in- 
dividuals. In some, symptoms may be limited to palpitation of 
the heart, globus hystericus, &c. ; while in others, it may be fol- 
lowed by a severe hysterical paroxysm. 

It will follow, therefore, ceteris paribus, that the greater the 
mobility of the nervous system, the more difficult will it be to 
effect a cure; and that the remedies to be employed must be either 
of great power, or they must be continued longer. The reme- 
dies must be addressed to the nervous system, through the medi- 
um of the stomach, skin and mind. 

These remedies will consist of tonics, antispasmodics, the cold 
bath, and agreeable impressions on the mind. The tonics will 
comprise the various bitters, steel, and food. The bitters may 
be the Peruvian bark, sulphate of quinine, gentian, orange peal, 
columba root, quassia, &c. : the preparations of iron, may be the 
carbonate of iron, the sulphate of iron, the muriate of iron, the 
aromatic tincture of iron, &c. The antispasmodics may be, the 
castor, asafeetida, valerian, Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, ether, &c. 
The food, all such as is of easy assimilation ; as beef, mutton, 
poultry, venison, &c. 

In using the various substances above enumerated, especial 
care should be taken, that they are not exhibited in alcoholic 
menstrua. Much mischief has been produced by not attending 
to this injunction. Dr. Whytt recommends even large doses of 
the bark and brandy to patients labouring under nervous or hys- 
terical affections; and the weight of his character has too cer- 
tainly perpetuated the practice, both in his own, and in this 
country ; for he particularly extols the efficacy of the tincture of 
bark, in his own person. 

He says, “ I have myself taken the above tincture, (the tincture 
of bark,) in the morning, for eight months together, and with 
remarkable advantage. For three or four years before, I had 
been troubled with much wind in my stomach, a giddiness, and 
sometimes a faintness. I observed in the morning, soon after 
taking this medicine, a grateful sensation in my stomach, accom- 
panied with better spirits than 1 had at any time through the day, 
or than I ever found from drinking wine, even when I used it 
freely. I have ordered this tincture to many patients, who have 
taken it for two or three months successively, and after intermit- 
ting it for some time have begun again. Most have found bene- 
fit, and those most who used it longest,” p. 035. 

Notwithstanding the respectability of the authority, and the 
high encomiums bestowed upon this preparation of the bark, we 
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must* a*d do conscientiously, protest against the spirituous form* 
of M this*or any other of the bitters* We are certain it is not the 
hgf^imder any circumstance in which it is desirable or proper to 
niP jtbese drugs; and when employed in the form of tinctures* 
and especially to the extent Dr. Whytt recommends, it very often 
leads to the habitual indulgence of alcohol, in some shape or other. 
We declare this, from repeated and ample observation. 

Indeed, it may not be amiss, in this place, to protest against 
the employment of any of the tinctures which require large doses, 
when it can be avoided ; and especially, the long continuance of 
them, as is too frequently done in chronic affections. The vehi- 
cle, which is brandy, commonly, or even alcohol itself, usually 
contains but little of the effective ingredient ; and the .patient, to 
obtain this little, is obliged to swallow so much ardent spirit, that 
no advantage is obtained from it, and is sure to be injured by 
the excessive use of the vehicle. To females, particularly, medi- 
cines in this form should never be exhibited ; we have known but 
too often serious evils to arise from them. 

Modern chemistry has most happily discovered the active 
principle of the Peruvian bark, and it is now exhibited with great 
advantage in the form of a sulphate or an extract. One grain of 
either, is supposed, and we think justly, to be equalto at least one 
drachm of the best bark; therefore, when either of these articles 
is thought to be eligible, it can be given in pills or in solution. 
The solution, it must be remarked, is the more active of the two 
forms, if the sulphate be used. The bark may be given in watery 
infusion, or decoction, when the sulphate or the extract cannot be 
commanded, but these should be made fresh every day, and care 
taken to employ none other than the best. 

The other bitters should always be given in infusion or in dev 
coction, not alone, for the reasons just assigned, but because the 
principle on which their virtues depend*, is, perhaps, less concen- 
trated than that of the bark, and consequently, the alcoholic so- 
lutions of it would be too feeble for exhibition with the slightest 
chance of benefit. In using the bitters* care should be taken not 
to continue them too long at a lime. 

Steel, in one shape or another, has been the preferred tonic 
from time immemorial 1 ; Sydenham employed the filings, and Ri- 
verius the sulphate of this substance, while the carbonate is the 
favourite form of many. The one to which we are the most 
wedded, is the bitter tincture of iron, and is made as follows: — 

R. Limat. Feral ... 

Rad. Gentian' cent. 

Oort. Aurant. .... 

Sue. e pom is expie*. vcl Cider . 

M. and macerate 

Of this, twenty or thirty drops are given in a little sweetened 
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water, morning, noon and evening, about fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutes before eating. This medicine agrees admirably with 
stomachs disposed to be dyspepsia, and labouring under loss of 
appetite; it may be gradually augmented if necessary. Should 
it produce a sensation of weight, or as if the stomach were con- 
tracting painfully, the dose should be diminished or desisted 
from. Steel may be continued to almost any necessary period 
without the slightest injury. It will sometimes disagree with 
the stomach but this is a rare occurrence; and when it does, it 
should be instantly abandoned. 

It sometimes purges; when this happens, five drops of lauda- 
num should be added to each dose: at other times it constipates 
the bowels; this should be obviated by a rhubarb pill taken every 
night. 

Antispasmodics should only be considered as palliatives in the 
cure of hysteria ; but they often become necessary during the 

attempt ta prevent the recurrence of the convulsive or other 
paroxysms. When the patient is oppressed by flatulency, troubled 
with globus hystericus, or palpitation of the heart, either of the 
above named medicir^s may be advantageously employed, espe- 
cially the asafcBtida, and the Hoffman’s liquor. The asafcetida, 
is best in watery solution or in tincture. If the former be em- 
ployed, the following formula may be used : 

R. Gum asafcetid. - - gij. 

Aq. fervent. - - *iv. 

f. sol. 

Of this a table-spoonful may be given pro re nata : if the tinc- 
ture be used, a tea- spoonful in a wine-glassful of water may be 
given and. repeated as* occasion may require. If the Hoffman 
be preferred, a small tea-spoonful may be given in an ounce of 
sweetened water, taking care that the sugar and water be pre- 
pared before the liquor is poured out, ana that it be drunk im- 
mediately after it is mixed. It will be necessary to avoid too 
near approach to a lighted candle when the Hoffman is pre- 
paring. Ether may also be given with advantage, under the 
same restrictions as the Hoffman ; but the latter, generally speak- 
ing, is the preferable medicine. The other remedies named as 
antispasmodics may be administered with advantage, when the 
symptoms are not very severe, but they are decidedly less ef- 
fective than those just proposed. 

A very strict attention should be paid to diet in all nervous or 
hysterical affections: we are sorry to say, that this part of the 
curative plan is too much neglected by practitioners. It is sup- 
posed that the various articles of diet merit but little considera- 
tion because the system is labouring under no very active or 
acute disease ; hence the patient is generally directed to eat any 
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thing tight. This indiscriminate order is almost constantly 
abused ; for the patient, not willing to be restricted, too readily 
obeys the directions, though certain many of the articles of diet 
which they are in the habit of taking are not friendly to the sto- 
mach, an^ they all interpret the word “ light ” in favour of the 
articles they like. 

It should, therefore, be distinctly ordered, that no article which 
is known to disagree with the stomach or bowels, should be in- 
dulged in. Food may disagree in a variety of ways; it may re- 
main a long time before it is digested ; it will then occasion eruc- 
tations, a sense of weight or of pain about the stomach, a palpita- 
tion of the heart, headach, constipation, diarrhoea, or vomiting. 
It may turn acid, giving rise to flatulency, burning in the stomach, 
pain, regurgitations of the contents of the stomach, oppression, 
distention of the abdomen, &c. It may simply produce costive- 
ness or provoke diarrhoea: but in whatever manner it may disturb 
the stomach or bowels, it should be forbidden the patient, and 
some other articles substituted. As a general rule, certain ani- 
mal substances will be found best, such as beef, mutton, lamb; 
poultry, as fowls and turkeys ; fish, both scaled and shelled, espe- 
cially the oyster; wild animals, as the deer, rabbit, partridge, 
pheasant, grouse, &c. Eggs also, when soft boiled, are almost 
always acceptable to the stomach. 

Vegetables should not be too freely indulged in, especially cab- 
bage, cucumbers, cauliflower, beans, onions, peas, &c. The best 
are potatoes, well mashed, after being boiled or roasted ; rice, 
turnip, beat, &c. But in directing either of these, (for no two 
should be eaten at a lime,) reference should always be had to 
the experience of the patient. 

The drinks of such patients should be pure water, or toast and 
water, as a general rule ; it may occasionally be necessary to in- 
dulge them with something a little stimulating, as weak brandy 
and water, or good sherry or Madeira wine; but these only at 
dinner. Tea and coffee should be forbidden when the stomach 
is disposed to acidity, and milk or chocolate substituted, where 
these will agree. Good butter may be taken with advantage 
oftentimes, but bad should be most sedulously avoided. Hot 
breads, and cakes of every description should be prohibited, and 
suppers most carefully refrained from. 

Costiveness must be carefully guarded against, by either diet 
or medicine, or both, if necessary. The substance best calculated 
for this purpose, as an article of diet, is the bread made from the 
unbolted wheat flour; this, if regularly persevered in, by making 
it the substitute for every other kind of bread, will rarely fail to 
answer this purpose. And as a medicine for this end, the rheu- 
barb, either alone, or in combination with aloes, will rarely fail. 
The best form of the latter that we know of is as follows : — 
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R. Gum *foc§ sac. • - ga§. 

Puhr. Rbei. . • - 5> 

Ol. Caryoph. . . gut. iv. 

Sapo. Vend. ... gr. viij. 

Syr. Rhaei. - . • q. «. 

s M. f. pil. xxx. 

One of these taken every night, or every other night, as the ne- 
cessity may be, will rarely fail to answer the purpose effectually. 

The cold bath has justly been looked upon as one of the most 
efficient remedies of the materia medica, in hysterical and ner- 
vous affections; its known power in restoring muscular vigour 
after debilitating illness, its efficacy in imparting tone to the ner- 
vous system, and its acknowledged control over the vascular 
system, have ever rendered it a popular, as well as a very im- 
portant remedy, in cases of general, and of local debility. 

But that it may be productive of its best effects, its use must 
be regulated by the state of the system, or the condition of cer- 
tain parts of it. There are few remedies more unequivocally 
abused than the cold bath, owing to the empirical manner in 
which it is prescribed ; on this account, great caution must be 
exercised when it is about to be used, that it ma^ not be converted 
into an evil. 

The primary effects of the cold bath are, to produce a sensa- 
tion, which is familiarly termed a shock; the skin becomes pale, 
and unequal, and hence the term cutis anserina, from its resem- 
blance to the skin of a newly plucked goose. The head experi- 
ences a sense of weight ; the respiration for a time is suspended, 
and then becomes quick, and sometimes even laborious; a severe 
oppression in the chest, as though it were tightly corded, is fre- 
quently experienced, which sometimes does not pass off alto- 
gether, until the secondary stage, or the stage of reaction takes 
place. 

The stage of reaction almost always takes place very soon 
after the fluids have been driven from the surface to the more 
internal parts; and it is one of the proofs of the usefulness of 
this remedy and of the propriety of continuing it; for should no 
reaction follow, this application must be abandoned. On this 
account, the cold bath must be used with caution, and its effects 
well ascertained; for its temperature must be carefully regulated 
by the powers of the system to produce an after glow upon the 
surfacet It would follow from hence, that this remedy mav do 
mischief, if the temperature be neglected, at a time it might have 
been highly useful, had this important point been duly attended 
to. 

Hot and cold are but relative terms, when applied to the hu- 
man body; nor will the thermometer always settle the point, 
where the sensation of the one begins, or where the other ends* 
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On this account it is always best to determine the propriety of 
the bath, by the sensation the application of water may produce 
upon the skin. This will necessarily vary in different individu- 
als, and in the same.individual under different circumstances. It 
will, therefore, always be best to commence with a temperature 
that shall produce but a very slight shock , as it can be gradually 
reduced, as the capacity of the system to produce reaction in- 
creases. 

We are told that the Buxton waters, (England,) are at eighty- 
two degrees; yet they produce a slight but a decided shock; 
therefore it will be well to commence with water at this tempe- 
rature, and reduce it pro re nata ; or as the sensation of cold may 
he less unpleasant, and the reaction more decided. For if re- 
action do not take place, no advantage can be derived from cold 
bathing; and this circumstance very properly forms one of the 
contra-indications to the use of this remedy. 

The cold bath must not be used when there exists any visce- 
ral obstruction ; or where there is any pulmonary affection or 
local congestion of the chest. 

It may be used daily if judged necessary, when the system 
reacts promptly ; or every other day if reaction be less decided; 
or only twice a week, if it be feeble. But we may be always 
justified in persevering (n the use of the cold bath, if reaction takes 
place even very moderately; since we almost always have it in 
our power to regulate the force of depression, by the tempera- 
ture of the water. There are two modes of employing this re- 
medy; first, by plunging into the water; or secondly, by the wa- 
ter being showered over the body — the latter is generally the 
preferable mode; it can be done without exposure, and the tem- 
perature of the water accurately ascertained* 

The best time to use the bath, where the constitution is pretty 
vigorous, is early in the morning; if it be less robust, about two 
or three hours after breakfast. 

Some are in the habit of going to bed after using the bath ; we 
cannot think this ever necessary, if the bath agree with* the pa- 
tient ; but should the system react with difficulty, or too feebly, it 
may be useful to employ warmth to the surface in this way. But 
in cases of this kind, it Would be better to abandon the remedy, 
unless it be certain it was employed at too low a temperature, 
than to persevere in it, and require artificial means to promote 
reaction. For we must repeat, that the cold bath can only be 
useful, where it is followed by a kindly glow upon the surface. 

Where the system reacts slowly and feebly, we have seen ad- 
vantage from drinking a cup of warm chamomile tea ; indeed, 
almost any other warm liquid might be employed upon such oc- 
casions, together with moderate exercise, by walking briskly over 
the floor. But in all such instances, immediate attention should 
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fee paid to the temperature of the water ; it should be increased 
to at least eighty-two degrees; and should this produce so much 
collapse, as to render reaction difficult, or very tardy, we believe 
it would be best to abandon the remedy altogether; or at least, 
until such change may take place in the constitution, as will 
enable it to bear water at this temperature. There are consti- 
tutions which never profit by the use of the cold bath; we have 
seen several such. It does not depend upon the absence of mus- 
cular power, or upon visceral derangements; but is, as in many 
other instances of peculiarity, an idiosyncracy ; the system will 
not react, but after a long time, and then feebly and transitorily ; 
a languor and an indisposition to motion, is Experienced ; the 
Spirits remain depressed for many hours together; the lips remaHi 
livid ; and the whole countenance is pale, shrunken and distressed. 
With such peculiarity, the cold bath must not be used. 

With those whose systems react feebly, or those disposed to 
take cold upon the continuance of wet applications to any part 
of the body, the head should always be covered with a cap of 
oiled silk during the bathing. Care should be taken to dry the 
body, after coming out of the bath, as soon as possible; and if 
the body be well rubbed with a coarse towel at this time, it will 
contribute much to its efficacy, as it will hasten, and almost en- 
sure the reaction. Salt may be dissolved in the water with ad- 
vantage; especially to those whose systems are tardy in react- 
ing, or those who are debilitated, or have any tendency to the 
lymphatic, or scrofulous diathesis. 

The mind should, if possible, be led from the contemplation of 
the ills of the body; it is the very nature of hysterical and ner- 
vous complaints, so to disorder the judgment, that a true estimate 
cannot be formed of the nature, extent, or the degree of impor- 
tance, that should attach to any painful or distressing sensation. 
The idea of danger, is almost constantly connected with every 
feeling of the body; a trifling inconvenience is readily magnified 
into a serious evil; and such patients will often declare them- 
selves to be dying, when little or nothing ails them. 

Notwithstanding this palpable error in the estimate of their 
indisposition, it is not always best to declare how little we think 
of it. It is the duty of the physician to relieve his patient by the 
best means in his power; he should, therefore, employ them in 
such a manner as will produce the best possible effect; and whe- 
ther they be administered through the medium of the mind, or 
by the agency of the stomach, it matters not, provided the great- 
est advantage be procured. 

It should not, therefore, be considered disingenuous in the physi- 
cian, if he apparently yield belief to the statements of his patieMfc 
or permit them to indulge, to a certain extent, in their delusio® 
for, by SO doing, he oftentimes obtains an advantage that could 
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not be gained in any other way; by it 9 he almost always secures 
the confidence of his patient, and sometimes excites even her 
gratitude; for it matters not, as regards the feelings and persua- 
sions of the patient^ whether the pain or inconvenience under 
which she labours be purely imaginary, or whether it has a real 
corporeal existence. 

The following case, in a male, will well illustrate our meaning. 
In the year 1803, Mr. S. called upon me for advice on his case, 
which he declared to be an ill-cured venereal affection. He was 
a married man; and when under the influence of wine, was led 
to illicit enjoyment. This was his first, and only aberration; he 
condemned himself so severely for this act, that he constantly 
■dwelt with intense solicitude upon the probability that he might 
have contracted disease. He watched every sensation and ap- 
pearance of his body, with the most painful anxiety; both of 
which were so exalted by his imagination, that he fancied he had 
the venereal disease in its most decided form. 

Ashamed to make his situation known to his family physician, 
he applied to a quack, who confirmed his fears. Mercury was 
administered, and a profuse salivation excited; but the symptoms 
he so carefully cherished, did not change. He became dissatis- 
fied, and sought another, and another quack ; each in his turn 
gave mercury, which so reduced him that he was scarcely able 
to walk. This discipline continued for about fourteen months; at 
the end of which time he found his health nearly destroyed, and 
his little property dissipated, to satisfy the rapacity of these mer- 
ciless pretenders to medicine. 

At this period I was consulted : upon a careful investigation of 
his history, we were perfectly satisfied, that he had never been in 
the slightest degree injured, and frankly told him so, and that we 
were satisfied this was the case, he appeared at the moment 
gratified and happy at our assurance, and went away without a 
prescription. He, however, returned in a few days, and declared 
I must be mistaken; for that he was certainly diseased. Finding 
this notion to be firmly fixed, I thought it best to meet him upon 
his own terms: I acknowledged him to be diseased; but that his 
disease was completely under the control of medicine, provided 
he would strictly adhere to instructions. He was delighted with 
this declaration; and promised the most faithful compliance with 
any directions we might give. 

I had a box of pills prepared for him, composed of bread, 
coloured with a little rhubarb, and scented with the essential oil 
of aniseed. One of these Avas directed to be taken every morning, 
noon, and night; his diet was prescribed, &c. He returned 
much delighted at the end of a week, declaring, that the pills had 
acted like a charm; that his appetite had returned; it was even 
voracious ; that his strength was improved, and that all his vena- 
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real symptoms were -much abated. He now begged to be allowed 
to increase the doses of the pills ; this I peremptorily forbade. He 
persevered in the plan laid down for him for six weeks, at the 
tend <rf which time, he confessed himself to be perfectly well, and 
every way capable of attending to his long-neglected business. 

Success, in this instance, depended altogether tJpon yicfding itt 
appearance to the perverted judgment of the patient; in the same 
manner we have often succeeded with hysterical and nervous 
patients. 

It must, however, be remarked, that there are two distinct 
classes of hysterical and nervous patients; the first must be in- 
dulged in their belief, that they, are seriously diseased; the other 
must be convinced, that though they experience many disagree- 
able feelings, yet they have not a dangerous tendency. It re^ 
quires some caution, or investigation, to ascertain to which of 
these classes any individual patient may belong; especially, if we 
are not previously acquainted with their opinions on the subject 
of theif indisposition. A little address and some inquiry from 
friends, will always prevent one class being mistaken for the 
other. In each, however, the mind must be beguiled into the 
belief that their malady is susceptible of cure. • 

Cheerful Company, agreeable reading, and change of scene,* 
should be among the auxiliary remedies: they should, however, 
be so managed in almost all instances, that the patient shall not 
be sensible they are prescribed for her. A little management 
will effect this desirable end, without the object being revealed. 
No impatience should be discovered, while listening to the ex- 
tended history of a patient's feelings and sufferings; for nothing 
is gained, in point of time, in attempting to cut it short ; and much 
is lost if she be led to imagine we are regardless of tvhat she says : 
we have ever found it best to devote sufficient time to learn all 
they can say at once; for the subsequent visits may then be short, 
since her whole history has been revealed before. After having 
attentively heard the detail of symptoms, the patient always 
becomes anxious for the name of her disease: our answer must 
depend upon which of the two classes the patient belongs. If she 
belong to the first, we must beware how we call her complaint 
hysterical or nervous; if to the second, it often becomes a source 


* We may effect this in a variety of pleasant manners; riding, walking, and 
sailing, will offer great resources of this kind; and they should be alternated, or 
continued, as circumstances may force, or utility suggest. Neither of them should 
be persevered in so long as to produce cither listlessness or fatigue: some judgment 
wili therefore be required to render either profitable; but this must be left, in a 
great measure, to the attending physician. Gilchrist speaks in high terms of sail* 
ing: this mode of exercise is loo much neglected in this country, but we trust this 
will not long remain a reproach, since oUr steamboats arc becoming so numerous, 
and offer such facilities of conveyance, and fetich conveniences of regulation, as to 
tempt the invalid to frequent excursions. 
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of comfort* that we pronounce it nervous ; but explainiug jfl| w 
tjnctfy fct the same time, that by nervous you wish to be uaflH^ 
'fftQod^a teal affection, but not a dangerous one ; for most femqpp 
ipajfewell aware, and willing to allow, that complaints of this JunA 
ire not soften serious in their terminations, however permanent 
and inco^enient they may be in their continuance. Patients of 
the hysfejftcal and nervous class should be kept from gossiping 
old wotnen, and never be permitted to listen to the dismal ac- 
counts of the diseases of others. 

For every sensation or symptom belonging is 

stantly transferred to themselves; and they wjggifeve as mftny 
diseases in turn, as they have heard described to exist in others. 

The many disagreeable sensations connected with hysteria, 
make it desirable, that they should be relieved from time to time 
by applications suited to such symptoms; and, happily for the 
poor patient, we have the most common, as well as the most dis- 
tressing of them, under pretty certain control. 

These symptoms are, palpitation of the heart; flatulency; glo- 
bus hystericus j and oppression about the praecordia. All of these 
sensations are very much under the command of the same re- 
medies; namely jhe antispasmodics already mentioned; such as 
the asafoetida, Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, ether, valerian, &c. 
BuUfi either of these should be prescribed at random : it should 
be carefully ascertained that the system will bear these stimuli 
before they are given ; accordingly, the pulse should be e^aq\ined ; 
and if the artery does oo^balray a plethoric condition 
cular system, they mar^ft advantageously given. But should 
the patient be plethoric, the loss of a few ounces of blood will 
almost ensure the success of the remedies just named ; or it may 
even of itself remove the whole of the unpleasant symptoms, as 
mentioned above. 
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PLATE I. 

A very distinct view of Carcinoma Uteri, and of the changes 
which take place in that viscus in consequence of this disease. 

A. The carcinomatous tumour seated at the posterior part of 

the cervix of the uterus. 

B. The os uteri much enlarged, which forms one of the prin- 

cipal characters of this disease, especially when the sides 
of the opening are hard and resisting. A small portion 
of the vagina is left surrounding the opening. 

C. The cavity of the uterus near the cervix. 

D. The cavity of the uterus near the fundus. 

E. The fundus of the uterus. 

The sides of the uterus are kept asunder by two pieces of 
quill, placed transversely across the preparation. 
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PLATE It 

A posterior view of the same preparation., 

A. Shows a section of the carcinomatous tumour, a part of 
which only could be exposed, in Plate I. 

6, The fundus of the uterus. 

As the size of this drawing does not exceed the actual size of 
the preparation, it is obvious that all the parts of the uterus hav$ 
undergone some degree of enlargement. 
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PLATE III. 

This engraving shows a Polypus of the Uterus. 

A. The polypus, in which may be perceived a longitudinal 
depression, made probably by the meatus urinarius. It 
is attached to the fundus of the uterus by a small neck. 
The- tumour has descended out of the uterus into the 
vagina, which has been slit open to bring it into view. 

B. The vagina; a few rug© remaining below the tumour. 
Higher up they are obliterated by thedistention of the parts. 

C. The fundus of the uterus, by which the prepara- 
tion is suspended. 

D. One of the round ligaments. 

E. A part of the left ovarium. 
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PLATE IV: 

Views of the three different species of Polypi, asdescribed by 
Levret. See chapter on Polypus. 

Fig. 1. 

A. The body of the uterus. 

B. The pedicle of the polypus. 

C. C. The uterus. 

D. A portion of the peritonaeum. „ 

E. The bladder. 

P. F. The ovaries. 

G. G. The Fallopian tubes. 

H. H. The fringed extremities of the Fallopian tubes. 

1. 1. Portions of the round ligaments. 

K. K. Supporters of the preparation. 

Fig. 2. 

A. The polypus. 

B. The orifice of the uterus. 

C. The uterus with its appendages. 

Fig. 3. 

This figure represents, 

1st. The top of the os tincae.. 

2d. The vagina opened all its length. 

3d. A, small polypus arising from a portion of the internal 
membrane of the uterus* 
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PLATE V, 

Fleshy Tubercle of the Uterus.. 

A. The edge of the tubercle. 

B. An incision made from the fundus of the uterus to the cer- 

vix, which shows that the sides of the uterus, are not thick- 
ened. 

C* The surface of the tubercle, having several irregularities 
upon it 

D. The os uteri, having undergone no change; indeed, its ap- 

pearance, together with that part of the uterus which pro- 
jects a little into the vagina, may be looked upon as a 
specimen of a perfectly healthy os uteri. 

E. The vagina slit open ; the rugae, and the very irregular 

manner in which they are disposed, are also very cor- 
rectly shown. 
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PLATE YL 

At the lower part of the plate, there re a rod for passing a liga- 
ture round a polypus of the uterus. The handle is made hollow, 
so as to admit a part of the rod, which is secured by a spring in 
the handle. 

At the upper part of the plate is a wire, by means of which 
the ligature can be drawn through the cannula. 

Immediately below this is the cannula, furnished with a shield, 
to prevent the instrument being pushed into the vagina higher than 
intended by the operator. 

In the centre of the plate is a drawing of a hip-bath, the di- 
mensions being given in inches. On the left side of the plate is 
described the best form of a female syringe. 
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PLATir nr; 

This plate shows a portion of hydatids of the uterus. The 
quantity voided by the patient would have filled a gallon mea- 
sure. The preparation is suspended in the spirit by a portion of 
organized coagulating lymph, from which the hydatids spring, 
being connected with if by means of small filaments of the same 
substance. The cysts vary in size; some of them contain a fluid, 
whilst others have collapsed in consequence of its escape. 
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PLATE VIII. 

An ovnm, to which is attached a number, of hydatids, and 
which caused its being cast off from the uterus. See chapter on 
Hydatids. 

a,a 9 a,a. The size of the ovum, and as large as the original. 

&. An incision into its cavity. 

* 

C,c,c,c,4*c. Hydatids of various sizes, occupying the outside of 
the ovum. 
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PLATE IX. 

In this plate are two, figures of the cauliflower excrescence of 
the uterus. 

Fig . 1. Conveys an exceedingly good idea of the disease, as 
met with in the living body, the surface being studded 
with a number of little granules heaped upon each 
other, forming masses of an irregular shape. The 
lines drawn from letters A and B terminate in dif- 
ferent parts of the mass. The letter A in a portion 
which has a granulated appearance ; the letter B in a 
small flocculent. portion, which, having lost the blood 
originally contained in it, forms a fine light substance, 
which floats in the spirit. 

Fig . 2. Shows the uterus of a patient who died of the cauli- 
flower excrescence; The preparation is suspended 
by the Fallopian tubes* 

A. Points to the loose flocculent substance always found after 
death in patients who have laboured under the disease. 
During life, the flocculent substances, being vascular, are 
filled with blood, and a solid mass is thereby formed ; but 
these small vessels emptying themselves, nothing remains 
but their coats, which are seen lightly floating in the spirit 
in which the preparation is placed. . 

B. Show$ a part of the os uteri, which remains perfectly 
healthy. Perhaps this part may be about two-fifths of its 
whole circumference. 

C. C. The ovaria. 

D. An incision made through the parietes of the uterus, which 
are somewhat thickened. 
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PLATE & 

A preparation of the corroding ulcer of the os uteri* 

A. Shows the ulceration. A piece of quill is placed so as to 
(bring the whole surface into view. It wHl be observed, 
that the os uteri is entirely destroyed by the ulcerative 
process, but there is not the smallest thickening of the 
circumjacent parts. 

B. Shows the vagina in a healthy state. 

C. A small cyst id the broad ligaments, containing pus. 
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PLATE XI. 

Ulcerated carcinoma of the uterus. 

This plate, when contrasted with the former, shows the uterus 
altogether much thickened, the cervix of the uterus especially. 

Two lines meet at A ; these diverging, lead to the upper and 
lower, or rather to the anterior and posterior parts of the cervix 
uteri. AH traces of the os uteri are destroyed. 

The points particularly deserving of notice in these plates, are 
ulceration without thickening In the corroding ulcer, and ulcera- 
tion with great thickening in carcinoma. 

B. The Fallopian tube. 
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PLATE XII. 


Circular ‘gilt Pessary. 

Fig . 1. This plate represents the middle-sized pessary. 

From a, a . Two inches and four-tenths. 

b. A central hole, to permit any discharge to pass, 
three-tenths of an inch in width, 
c, c. An excavation for the neck of the uterus to lie in* 

Fig. 2. Is a central section of the pessary. 

a, a. Represents the internal cavity of the pessary. 

b, b. Represents the depth of the excavation of c, c, of 

Fig . 1, five and a half tenths of an inch deep, 
c. A section of the central hole, b, of Fig. 1. 
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Stanley on the Bones, 1 vol. 8vo, preparing. 

Simon’s Chemistry of Man, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Select Medical Essays by Chapman and others, 2 volt. 
Svo, 1150 pages, double columns. 

Taylor’s New Work on Medical Jurisprudence, by 
Griffith, 1 vol. 8vo, 540 pages. 

Traill’s Medical Jurisprudence, 1 vol. 8vo. 234 pages. 

Trimmer’s Geology and Mineralogy. 1 vol. 8vo. 326 pp. 

Todd’s Cyclopmdia of Anatomy and Physiology, jp be 
pubttshed hereafter. 

Thomson on the Sick Room, 1 vol. 12mo, 360 large 
pages, with cots. 

W a I she’s Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Langs, 1 
vol. 12mo, 310 pages. 

Watson's Principles and Practice of Physic, by Con- 
die, 1 vol. Svo, 1060 pages, large type* 

Wilson’s Human Anatomy, with cuts, 1 toL Svo, a new 
2nd ttpwved edition, 606 pages. 

Wilson’s Dissector, or Practical and Surgical Anato- 
my, by Goddard, with cuts, 1 vol. 12mo, 444 pages. 

Wilson on the Skin, 1 vol. Svo, 370 pages. 

Yoaatt on the Horse, by Skinner, cuts, 448 pp. 1 vl. 8vo. 

Youatt and Clqter’s Cattle Doctor, 1 vol. }2mo, with 
euto, 98tpagsi. 

os’ Pathology, or Principles of Medicine, 1 voL 


Williams’ 

. 8 * 0,394 

^Williams’ 
William* odT 
8vO, 500 page*. 



oo Stomach, Ac., preparing. 

Organa, by Clymer, 1 vol 
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THE MEAT MEDICAL LIBRARY. 

now READY. 

THE 

CYCLOPEDIA OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE, 

COMVBISiNG 

TREATISES ON THE » • 

NATURE AND TREATMENT OF DISEASES, 

MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS, 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 

MEDICAL. JURISPRUDENCE, &C. &C. 

EDITED BY 

JOHN FORBES, M. D H F. R. S. t 
x ALEXANDER TWEEDIE, M. D., F. R. S., 

AND 

JOHN CONOLLY, M.D. 

REVISED, WITH ADDITIONS, 

By ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M. D. 

This work is now.complete, and forms 

FOUR LARGE SUPER-ROYAL OCTAVO t VOLUME8, 

CONTAINING TfflRTY-TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR UNUSUALLY LARGE PAGE8 IN 

DOUBLE COLUMNS, 

printed on good paper, with a new and clear type. 

* The whole well and strongly bound, 

WITH RAISED BANDS AND DOUBLE TITLES. 

Or, to be had, in twenty-four parts, at Fifty cents each. 

This excellent work has now been before the profession for a short 
time, and has met with universal approbation as containing a vast body of 
information on all points connected with Practical Medicine. To physi- 
cians residing at a distance from Medical libraries, or the means of procu- 
ring works of reference, it will prove almost invaluable, as a work to be 
constantly consulted. That the extent of it may be properly understood, 
the publishers append a list of the contents. It will be seen that one of the 
peculiar advantages of this work is that every subject has been treated by 
an author whose attention has been directed peculiarly to that branch, the 
most eminent physicians of Great Britain having joined in the production 
of the whole; while the numerous additions of Dr. Dunglison have 
brought the work up to the very day of publication and with reference- 
particularly to American practice. 
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Cyclopaedia qf Practical Medicine, continued. 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME I. 


Abdomen, Exploration 0 / the, Dr. 

Forbes. * 

Abortion, Dr. Lee. 

Abscess, Internal Dr. Tweed'®. 
Abstinence, Dr. Marshall Hall. 


Abstinence, Dr. Marshall Hall. 
AchorjDr. Todd. 

Acne, Dr. Todd. 

Acrodynia, Dr. Dnnglispn. 
Acupuncture, Dr. EUiotson. 

Age, Dr. Roget 

Ajr, Change of, Sir James Clarke. 
Alopecia, Dr. Todd. 

Alteratives, Dr. Cbnolly. 

Amaurosis, Dr. Jacob. 

Amenorrhcea, Dr. Locock. 

Anaemia, Dr. Marshall Hall. 
Anasarca, Dr. Darwall. 

Angina Pectoris, Dr. Forbes. 
Anodynes, Dr. Whiting. 
Anthelmintics, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 
Anthracion. Dr. Dunglison. 
Antiphlogistic Regimen, Dr. Barlow. 
Amispasmodica, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 
Aorta, Aneurism of, Dr. Hope. 
Apoplexy, Cerebral, Dr. Ciutterbuck. 
“ Pulmonary, Dr. Town- 
send. 

Arteritis, Dlr. Hope. 

Ascites, Dr. Darwall. 

Artisans, Diseases of, Dr. Darwall. 
Asphyxia, Dr. Roget. 

M of the New Born, Dr. Dun- 

glison. 

Asthma, Dr. Forbes. 

Astringents, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 

. Atrophy, Dr. Townsend. 
Awfahation, Dr. Fbrbea. 
garble rs, Dr. Scott 
Bathing, Dr. Forbes. 

Beriberi, Dr. Scott 


Blood, Determination of. Dr. Barlow. 
*• Morbid States o L Dr. Marshall 
Hall. 

Blood-letting, Dr. Marshall Hall. 
Brain, Inflammation of the, 

Meningitis, Dr. Quain. 
Cerebntis, Dr. Adair Craw- 
ford. 

Bronchial Glands, Diseases of the, 
Dr. Dunglison. 


Dr. Dunglison. 

Bronchitis, Acute and Chronic, Dr. 
Williams. 

“ Summer, Dr. Dunglison. 
Bronchocele, Dr. And. Crawford. 
Bull®; Dr, Todd. 

Cachexia, Dr. Dunglison. 

Calculi, Dr. T. Thomson. 

Calculous Diseases, Dr. Cumin. 
Catalepsy, Dr. Joy. 

,Catarrn, Dr, Williams. , 

Cathartios, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 

Chest Exploration of the, Dr. Forbes. 
Chicken Pox, Dr. Gregory. 

Chlorosis, Dr. Marshall Hall. 
Cholera, Common and Epidemic, Dr. 
Brown. 

a Infantum, Dr. Dunglison. 
Chorea^ Dr. And. Crawford. 

Cirrhosis of the Lung, Dr. Dunglison. 
Climate, Dr. Cldrk. 

Cold* Dr. Whiting. 

> Colic, Drs. Whiiiug and Tweedie. 
Colica Pictonum, Dr. Whiting. 
Colon, Torpor of the, Dr. Dunglison 
Coma, Dr. Adair Crawford. 
Combustion, Spontaneous, Dr. Ap- 
john. 

Congestion of Blood. Dr. Barlow. 
Constipation,, Drs. Hastings and 
Streeten. ’ 


. Contagion. Dr. Brown. 
Convalescence, Dr Tweedie. 
Convulsions, Dr. Adair Crawford* 

* 44 Infantile, Dr. Lodbck. 
*Vvf Puerperal, Dr. Locock. 
CorytljJwtWilliams. 

Dr. Williams. 
Croam Jff^Oheyne. 

Cyanosis* Dr'Cramaton. 

Cystitis, Dr. Cumin. 

Dead. Persons found, Dr. Beatty. 
Delirium, Dr. Pritchard. 

44 Tremens, Drs. Carter and 

Dunglison . 

Dengue, Dr- Dunglison. 

Dentition, Disorders of, Dr. Joy. 
Delivatibh, Dr. Stokes. 

Diabetes, Dr. Bardslsy. 

Diagnosis, Dr. Marshall Hall. > 
Diaphoretics, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 
Diarrhoea, Drs. Crampton and Forbes. 

44 Adipous, Dr. Dunglison. , 

Dietetics, Dr. Paris, 

Dsease, Dr. Conolly. 

Disinfectants, Dr. DungliflDtt. 
Disinfection. Dr. Brown. 

Dnretict, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 
Dropsy, Dr. DarwalL 
Dysentery, Dr. Brown. 
Dysmenorrhoea, Dr. Locoek. * 
Dysphagia* Dr. Stokes. 

Dyspnoea, Dr. Williams* 

Dysuria, Dr. Cumin. . ' 

Ecthyma. Dr. Todd. 

Eczema, Dr. Joy . 

Educotion, Physical, Dr. Barlow. 
Electricity, Dr. Apjohu. 

Elephantiasis, Dr, Joy. 

Emetics, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 


Emetics, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 
Emmenagogacs, Dr. A. T. Thomson 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME II. 


Emphysema, Dr. R. Townsend. 

“ of the Lungs, Dr.*R. 
Townsend. 

Empyema, Dr. R. Townsend. 
Endemic diseases, Dr. Hancock. 


Fever, Infantile, Dr. Joy. 

44 Hectic, Dr Brown. 

44 Puerperal, Dr. Lee. 

44 Yellow, Dr. Gilkrest. 
Fungus Hnemaiodes, Dr. Kerr. 


■uoiutv uikotcb. ut. naucuck. r uugus n^muioues, ur. iverr. nerpes, m a. a 

iteritis, Drs. Stokes and Dunglison. Galvanism, Drs. Apjohn and Dungli- Hiccup, Dr. Ash, 
•heliSj Dr. Todd. son. Hooping Cough. ] 


Haemorrhage, Dr. Watson. 
Hemorrhoids, Dr. Burne. 

Hereditary Transmission of Disease, 
Dr. Brown. 

Herpes, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 


jspoeus^ lit. Todd. son. 

Epidemics, Dr. Hancock. Gastritis, Dr. Stokes*, 

Epilepsy, Dr. Cheyne. Gnsirodynia, Dr. Barlow, 

Epistaxis. Dr. Kerr. Gastro-Enteritis, Dr. Stokes. 

Erethisraus Mercasiaks, Dr. Border. Glanders, Dr. Dunglison* 
Erysipelas, Dr. Tweedie. Glossit i s, Dr. Ke rr. 

Erythema, Dr. Joy. . Glottis, Spasm of the, Dr. Jo; 

Eutrophic, Dr. Dunglison. Gout, Dr. Barlow. 

Exanthemata, Dr. Tweedie. Haomatemesis, Dr. Goldie. 

Expectorants, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 


Expectoration, Dr. Williams. 1 

Fayas, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 1 

Feigned diseases, Difc. Scott Forbes 
and Marshal^ 

Fever, general doctrine of, Dr. Twee- 
die. 

“ Continued, and ltd modifica- 
tions, Dr. Tweedie. 

“ Typhus, Dr. Tweedie. 

“ ^ t, °P ,%? e ff r i J Chgyw - 

yiiroiiuinem, 1IT. JtJTOWn. 

Remittent, Dr. Brown. 

“ Malignant Remittent, Dr. Dun- 
glison. 


Glottis, Spasm of the, Dr. Joy. 
Gout, Dr. Barlow. 

Haomatemesis, Dr. Goldie. 
Haemopty sis, Dr. Law. 

Headache, Dr. Border. 

Heart, Diseases of the, Dr.^Iope. 
u Di I atgtion of the, Dr. Hope 
u Displacement of the, Dr, 
Townsend. 

“ , Fatty and greasy degem 

tlon of the, Dr. Hope. ' 


Hooping Cough. Dr. Johnson. 
Hydatids, Dr. Kerr. 
Hydrocephalus, Dr. Joy. 
Hydropericardium, Dr. Darwall. 
Hydrophobia* Dr. Bardsley. 
Hydrothorax, Dr. Darwall. 


Hydrothorax { Dr. Darwall. 
kr. Joy. . Hyperesthesia, Dr. Dunglison. 

Hypertrophy, Dr. Townsend, 
die. Hypochondriasis, Dr. Pritchard. 

Hysteria, Dr. Conolly. 
Ichthyosis, Dr. Thomson. 
Dr.^Iope. ^ Identity, Dr. Moptgomery. 

1 , Dr. Hope. jhnpetlgO, Dr- JL T. Thomson, 
f the, Dr. Tmpotknc*', Dr. Beatty. 

Incubus, Dr. Williams. 


, , greasy degenera- Indigestion, Dr. Todd. 

tlon of the, Dr. Hope. ' 1 Induration, Dr. Carswell. _ 

Hypertrophy of the. Dr. Hope. Infanticide. Dr. Arrowsmith. 
Malformations of the, Dr. Wil- Infection, Dr. Brown. 

Hams. Inflammation, Bra. Adair Crawford 

Polypus of the, Dr. Dtnglison. and Tweedie. 

Rupture of the, Dr. Townsend. 

Diseases of the Valves of the, 

Dr. Hope. 


Influenza, Dr. Hancock. 

Insanity, Dr. Pritchard. 
Intussusception, Dr. Dunglison. 
Irritation, Dr. Williams. 

Jaundice, Dr. Bonder. 

‘‘ of the DiCmilDt. Dunglison 
Kidneys, diseases of. Dr. Carter. 
Lactation, Dr. locock. 

Laryngitis, Dr. Cheyne. ' 

“ Chronic, Dr. Dunglison. 
Latent diseases, Dr. Christison. 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME in. 


Lepra, Dr. Houghton. ] 

Leucorrhcea, Dr. Locock. 

Lichen. Dr. Houghton. 

LlSrer, Diseases of the, Df. Stokes. 
Liver, Diseases of the, Dr. Venables. 
44 Inflammation of the, Dr. 
Stokes. 

Malaria and Miasma* Dr. Brown. 
Medicine, History of, Dr. Bostock. 

44 American, before the Re- 
volution, Dr. J. B. Beck. 


Medicine, State of in the 19th Cen- 
tury, Dr. Alison. 

44 Practical, Principles of, 
Dr. Conolly. 

Melmna, Dr. Goldie. 

Melanosis, Dr. Carswell. 
Menorrhagia, Dr. Locock. 
Menstruation, Pathology of, Dr. Lo- 
cock. 

• Miliaria, Dr. Tweedie. 

Milk Sickness, Dr. Dunglison. 
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Cyclopaedia of Practical Medicine , continued. 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME III —Continued. 

Mind. Soundness and Unsound ness Pancreas, diseases of the, Dr. Carter. Pneumothorax, Dr. Houghton. 

of, Drs. Pritchard and Dunglison. Paralysis, Dr. Todd. Porrigo, Dr- T. Thomson. 

Molluscum, Dr. Dunglison. Parotitis, Dr. Kerr. Pregnancy and Delivery, signs Of, 

Mortification, Dr. Carswell, Parturients, Dr. Dunglisoo. Dr. Montgomery. 

Narcotics, Dr. A. T. Thomson. Pellagra, Dr. Kerr. Prognosis. Dr. Ash. 

Nauseants, Dr. Dunglison. Pemphigus, Dr. Corrigan. Prurigo, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 

Nephralgia and Nephritis, Dr. Carter. Perforation of the Hollow Viscera, Pseudo-Morbid 
Neuralgia, Dr. Elliotson. Dr. Carswell. Todd. 

Noli-Me-Tangere or Lupus, Dr. Pericarditis, Dr. Hope. Psoriasis, Dr. Cumin. 


Appearances, Dr. 


Houghton. 


Peritonitis, Drs. Me Adam and Stokes. 


Nyctalopia, Dr Grant. Phlegmasia Dolens, Dr. Lee. 

Obesity, Dr. Williams. Pityriasis, Dr. Cumin. 

(Edema, Dr. Darwall. Plague, Dr. Brown. 

Ophthalmia, Drs. Jacobs and Dungli- Plethora, Dr. Barlow.' 


Pleurisy. Dr. Law. 

Otalgia and Otitis, Dr. Borne. Plica Poiouica, Dr. Corrigan. 
Ovaria, Diseases of the, Dr. Lee. Pneumonia, Dr. Williams. 

Palpitation, Drs. Hope and Dunglison. 


. Dunglison. 

Puerperal Diseases, Dr. Marshall 

Pulse, Dr. Boetock. 

Purpura, Dr. Goldie. 

Pus, Dr. Tweedie. 

Pyrosis. Dr. Kerr. 

Rape, Dr. Beatty. 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME IV. 


Statistics, Medical,’ Drs. Hawkins Toxicology, Drs. Aptohn and Dungli- 
and Dunglison. son. 

Stethoscope .Dr. Williams. Transformations, Dr. Duedrary. 

Stimulants, Dr. A. T. Thomson. Transfusion. Dr. Kay. 

Stomach, Organic Diseases of, Dr. Tubercle, Dr. Carswell. 

Houghton and Dunglison. Tubercular Phthisis, Sir James Clark. 

Stomatitis, Dr. Dunglison. Tympanitis, Dr. Kerr. 

Strophulus, Dr. Dunglison. Urine, Incontinence of, Dr. Cumin. 

Succession of Inheritance, Legititna- Urine, Suppression of, Dr. Carter. 

cy, Dr. Montgomery, Urine, Morbid States of. Dr. Bostock. 

Suppuration, Dr. Todd. Urine, Bloody, Dr. Goldie. 

kTVIUlUlU) J-M. I/UIHIH* Survivorship, Dr. Beatty. Urticaria, Dr. Houghton. 

Sedatives, Drs. A. T. Thomson and Sycosis, Dr. Cumin. Uterus, Pathology of, Dr. Lee. 

Dunglison. Symptomatology, Dr. Marshall Hall. Vaccination, Dr. Gregory. - 

Sex, Doubtful, Dr. Beatty. 8yncope, Dr. Ash. Varicella, Dr. Gregory. 

Small Pox, Dr. Gregory. Tabes Mesenteries. Dr. Joy. Veins, Diseases o£ Dr. Lee. 

Softening of Organs. Dr. Carswell. Temperament Dr. Pritchard. Ventilation, Dr. Brown. 

Somnambulism and Animal Magne- Tetanies, Dr. Dunglison. Wakefulness, Dr. Cheyne. 

tistn, Dr. Pritchard. Tetanus. Dr. Symonds. Waters Mineral, Dr. T. Thompson* 

Spermatorrhoea, Dr. Danglison. Throat, Diseases of the, Dr. Tweedie. Worms, Dr. Joy. 

Spinal Marrow, Diseasesx>f the, Dr. Tissue Adventitious. Yaws, Dr. Kerr.| 

Todd. Tonics, Dr. A. T. Thomson. Index, Ac. 

Spleen, Diseases of the, Die. Bigsby, Toothache, Dr. Dunglison. 
and Dunglison. 


Refrigerants, Dr. A. T. Thomson. 
Rheumatism, Drs. Barlow and Dun- 
gli son. 

Rickets, Dr. Cumin. 

Roseola, Dr. Tweedie. 

Rubeola, Dr. Montgomery. 

Rupia, Dr. Corrigan. 

Scabies, Dr. Houghton. 

Scurlatina, Dr. Tweedie. 

Scirrhus, Dr. Carswell. 

Scorbutus. Dr. Ken 1 . 

Scrofula, Dr. Cumin. 


The Publishers wish it to be particularly understood that this work not 
only embraces all the subjects properly belonging to 

PRACTICAL MEDICINE, 

but includes all the diseases and treatment of 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 

as well as all of particular importance on 

MATERIA XftEDXCA, THERAPEUTICS, 

Aim 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 

Thus presenting important claims on the profession from the greater 
extent of subjects embraced in this than in other works on the mere 
Practice of Medicine ; while, notwithstanding its BEAUTIFUL 
EXEC UTION , its REMARKABLE CHEAPNESS places it 
within the reach of all. 
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Cyclopaedia of Practical Mtdicine } continued 


The Publishers present a few of the notices which the work has received 
from the press in this country and in England. 


“ We rejoice that this work is to be placed within 
the reach of the profession in this country, it being 
unquestionably one of very great value to the practi- 
tioner. This estimate of it has not been formed from 
a hasty examination, but after an intimate acquaint- 
ance derived from frequent consultation of it during 
the past nine or ten years. The editors are practition- 
ers of established reputation, and the list of contribu- 
tors embraces many of the most eminent professors 
and teachers of London, Edinburgh, Dublin and Glas- 
gow. It is, indeed, the great merit of this work that 
the principal articles have been furnished by practi- 
tioners who have not only devoted especial attention 
to the diseases about which they have written, but 
have also enjoyed opportunities for an extensive prac- 
tical acquaintance with them, and whose reputation 
carries the assurance of their competency justly to 
appreciate the opinions of others, while it stamps their 
own doctrines with high and just authority.”— Ameri- 
can Medical Journal. 

“Do young physicians generally know what a trea- 
sure is offered to them in Dr. Dunglison’s revised edi- 
tion? Without wishing to be thought importunate, we 
cannot very well refrain from urging upon them the 
claims of this highly meritorious undertaking.”— .Bos- 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal. 

“It has been to us, both as learner and teacher, a 
work for ready and frequent reference, one in which 
modern English medicine is exhibited in the most 
advantageous light, and with adaptations to various 
tastes and expectations.” — Medical Examiner. 

“Such a work as this has long been wanting in this 
country. British medicine ought to have set itself 
forth in this way much sooner. We have often won- 
dered that the medical profession and the enterprising 
publishers of Great Britain did not, long ere this, 
enter upon such an undertaking as a Cyclopedia of 
Practical Medicine.” — London Medical Gazette. 

“ It is what it claims to be, a Cyclopedia, In which 
Practical Medicine is posted up to the present day, 
and as such constitutes a storehouse of medical know- 
ledge upon which the student and practitioner may 
draw with equal advantage.”— The Western Journal 
qf Medicine and Surgery. 

“The Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine, a work 
which does honour to our country, and to which one 
is proud to see the names of so many provincial phy- 
sicians attached.” — Dr. Hastings 1 Address to Pro- 
vincial Medical and Surgical Association. 

“Of the medical publications of the past year, one 
may be more particularly noticed, as partaking, from 
its extent and the number of contributors, somewhat 
of the nature of a national undertaking, namely, the 
‘ Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine.’ It accomplishes 
what has been noticed as most desirable, by present- 
ing, on several important topics of medical inquiry, 
full, comprehensive,* and well digested expositions, 
showing the present stale of our knowledge on each. 
In this country, a work of this kind was much wanted; 
and that now supplied cannot but be deemed an im- 
portant acquisition. The difficulties of the undertak- 
ing were not slight, and it required great energies to 
surmount them. These energies, however, were pos- 
sessed by the able and distinguished editors, who, 
with diligence and labour such as few can know or 
appreciate, have succeeded in concentrating in a work 
of moderate size, a body of practical knowledge of 


great extent and usefulness.”— Dr. Barlow's Address 
to the Med. and Sur. Association. 

“ For reference, it is abt»ve all price to every practi- 
tioner.”— The Western Lancet. 

“This Cyclopedia is pronounced on all hands to be 
one of the most valuable medical publications of the 
day. It is meant to be a library of Practical Medicine. 
As a work of reference it is invaluable. Among the 
contributors to its pages, it numbers many of the most 
experienced and learned physicians of the age, and as 
a whole it forms a compendium of medical science 
and practice from which practitioners and students 
may draw the richest instruction.”— Western Joum. 
of Med. and Surgery. 

“The contributors are very numerous, including 
the most distinguished physicians in the kingdom 
The design of the work embraces practical articles of 
judicious length in Medicine, Therapeutics, Hygiene, 
&c., so that, within a small compass, and of easy re- 
ference, the student possesses a complete library, 
composed of the highest authorities. To the country 
practitioner, especially, a publication of this kind is 
of inestimable value.”— XJ S. Gazette. 

“ When it is considered that this great work em- 
braces three hundred original essays, from sources of 
the highest authority, we cannot but hope that our 
medical friends will offer all the requisite encourage- 
ment to the publishers.”— Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 

“In our last number we noticed the publication of 
this splendid work by Lea Sc Blanchard. We have 
since received three additional parts, an examination 
of which has confirmed us in our first impression, that 
as a work of reference for the practitioner— as a Cyclo- 
paedia of Practical Medicine— It is admirably adapted 
to the wants of the American profession. In fact, it 
might advantageously find a place in the library of 
any gentleman, who has leisure and taste for looking 
somewhat Into the nature, causes, and cure of dis- 
eases.”— Western Journal qf Med. and Surgery. 

“The favourable opinion which we expressed on 
former occasions from the specimens then before us, 
is in no degree lessened by a further acquaintance 
with its scope aptl execution.”— Medical Examiner. 

“ The Cyclopedia must be regarded as the most 
complete work of Practical Medicine extant; or, at 
least in our language. The amount of Information on 
every topic which It embraces, is posted up to the 
present time ; and so far as we are able to judge, it is 
generally more free from natural exclusiveness and 
prejudices, than is usually the case with British pub- 
lications. The getting up of the American edition is 
very credltableto the Publishers. It will compare very 
favourably with the English edition. In some re- 
spects* it is much to be preferred. During the original 
publication, many of the articles not being in readi- 
ness to be printed in proper alphabetical order, it be- 
came necessary to include them together in a single 
volume, as a supplement to the work. This difficulty 
is obviated in the American edition. On the whole, 
we advise those who desire a compendious collection 
of the latest and most important information in the 
various departments of Practical Medicine, including 
Midwifery, Materia Medica, Medical Jurisprudence, 
Sc c., to poesess themselves of this work.”— The Buf- 
falo Medical Journal. 


** In reply to the numerous inquiries made to them respecting Tweedie’s Library of Practical 
Medicine, the Publishers beg leave to state that its place is supplied, in a great measure, by the 
Cyclopaedia of Practical Medicine, a work much more extended in its plan and execution. The 
works are entirely distinct and by different authors. The “ Library”consists of essays on diseases, 
systematic ally arranged. The “ Cyclopaedia” embraces these subjects treated in a more extended 
manner, together with numerous interesting essays on all important points of Medical Jurispru- 
dence, Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Diseases of Women and Children, History of Medicine, &c., 
&c., by the first physicians of England, the whole arranged alphabetically for easier reference. 
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WATSON’S PRACTICE. 

NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION. 


Now Ready , 

LECTURES 

031 THE 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 

DELIVERED AT KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON. 

By THOMAS WATSON, M. D., &c. &c. 

SECOND AMERICAN, FROM THE SECOND LONDON EDITION. 

REVISED, WITH ADDITIONS, 

By D. FRANCIS CONDIE, M.D., 

Author of a work on the “ Diseases of Children,” &c. 

In one Octavo Volume. 

Of nearly eleven hundred large pages, strongly bound with raised bands. 

The rapid sale of the first edition of this work is an evidence of its 
merits, and of its general favour with the American practitioner. To 
commend it still more strongly to the profession, the publishers have gone 
to a great expense in preparing this edition with larger type, finer paper, 
and stronger binding, with raised bands. It is edited with reference par- 
ticularly to American practice, by Dr. Condie; and with these numerous 
improvements, the price is still kept so low as to be within the reach of 
all, and to render it among toe cheapest works offered to the profession* 
It has been received with the utmost favour by the medical press, both 
of this country and of England, a few of the notices of which, together 
with a letter from Professor Chapman, are submitted. 


“We know of no work better calculated for being 
placed in the hands of the student, and for a text book, 
and os such we are sure it will be very extensively 
adopted. On every important point the author seems 
to have posted up his knowledge to the day? 1 — Ameri- 
can Medical Journal. 

“In the Lectures of Dr. Watson, now republished 
here iu a large and closely-printed volume, we have 
a l>ody o( doctrine and practice of medicine well cal- 
culated, by Us intrinsic soundness and correctness of 
style, to instruct the student and younger Practitioner, 
and improve members of the profession or every age.” 
— Bulletin of Medical Science. 

u We regard these Lectures as the best exposition 
of their subjects of any wo remember to have read. 
The author is aaeuredfy master of bis art. His bhs 
been a life of observation and sfady, and in (his work 
he has given us the matured results of these mental 
eflbrts.”— JV«ia Orient Medical Journal. 


“ We find that, from the great length we have gone 
in our analysts of this work, we must close our notioe 
of it here for the present— not, however, without ex* 
pressing our unqualified approbation of the maimer iu 
which the author has {performed his tusk. But it is as 
a book of elementary instruction that we admire Dr. 
Watson’s work.”— Aiedieo-Gkirurgieal Review. 

“ One of the most practically useful books that ever 
was presented to the student— indeed a more admira- 
ble summary of general and special pathology, and of 
the application of therapeutics to diseases, we are free 
to say has not appeared for very many years. The 
lecturer proceeds through the whole classification of 
human ills, a eapile ad calam, showing at every step 
an extensive knowledge of his subject, with the ability 
of communicating his precise ideas in a style remark- 
able for its clearness and simplicity.” —ft . Journal 
of Medicine and Surgery. 
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LEA & BLANCHARD’S PUBLIOATIONa 


WAWOBTS PHACnCS— Continued. 

Philadelphia, September 27th , 1844. 
Watson’s Practice of Physic, in my opinion, is among the most com- 
prehensive works on the subject extant, replete with curious and important 
matter, and written with great perspicuity and felicity of manner. As 

calculated to do much good, I cordially recommend it to that portion of 
the profession in this country who may be influenced by my judgment. 

N. CHAPMAN, M.D. 

Professor of the Practice and Theory of Medicine 
in the University of Pennsylvania. 

“We know not, indeed, of any work of the same “ We are free to state that a careful examination of 
size that contains a greater amount of interesting ami this volume has satisfied us that it merits all the com- 
useful matter The author is evidently well acquainted mendaiion bestowed on it in this country and at 
with everything appertaining to the principles and home. It is a work adapted to the wants of young 
practice ot medicine, and has incorporated the stores practitioners, combining, as it does, sound princip es 
of his well stocked mind, in the work before us, so and substantial practice. It is not too much to say 
ably and agreeably, that it is impossible for the iule- that u is a representative of the actual state ot medi- 
rest of the reader to flag for a moment. That they are erne as taught and practised by the most eminent phy- 
well adapted for such a purpose all must admit; but sicians of the present day, and as such we would^ 
their sphere of usefulness may extend much beyond advise every one about embarking in the practice of 
this. We are satisfied, indeed, that no physician, well physic to provide himself with a copy of it.” — Western 
read and observant us he may be, can rise from their Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 
perusal without having added largely to liis slock of “It is the production of a physician of undoubted 
valuable information.”— Medical Examiner. talent and great learning, and whose industry in per- 

41 The medical literature of this couutry has been foriniug the most laborious duties of this profession 
enriched by a work of standard excellence, which we has been well known for a long series of years. * * 
can proudly hold up to our brethren of other countries Let us not forget to add that the style and general 
as a representative of the natural state of British me- churacter of the work are peculiarly practical; and 
dicine, ns professed and practised by our most en- the cases which Dr. Watson has from time to time 
lightened physicians. And, for our own parts, we are introduced to illustrate his views, are highly appro- 
not only willing thnt our characters as scientific phy- priate and interesting, and odd much to the value of 
sicians and skilful practitioners may be deduced irom the work; and this certainly must be admitted to be 
the doctrines contained in this book, but we hesitate one of the great advantages of casting this work in 
not to declare our belief that for sound, trustworthy the shape of lectures, in which these cases assuredly 
principles, and substantial good practice, it cannot be appear more fitly, and in which they are introduced 
paralleled by any similar production in ony other more easily unri naturally than they could have been 
country. * * * * We would advise no one to set had the form of the work been dilferent. Lastly, we 
himself down in practice unprovided with a copy.” — are well pleased to observe that a strong vein of 
British and Foreign Medical Review. common sense, as well as good taste, runs through 

“We cannot refrain from calling the attention of the whole treatise, and sustains both the interest and 
our younger brethren, as soon as possible, to Dr. Wat- the confidence of the reader throughout.” — Edinburgh 
son’s Lectures, if they want a safe and comprehensive Medical and Surgical Journal. 

guide to the study of practical medicate. M In calling the attention of the profession to the ele* 

“ In fact, to any of our more advanced brethren who gont volume recently published by Lea & Blanchard 
wish to possess a commodious book of reference on — the lectures delivered at King’s College, London, by 
any of the topics usually treated of in a course of lee- Dr. Watson — we do not suppose any one nt all cou- 
ture* on the practice of physic, or who wish to have versant with the medical literature of the day to be 

a simple enunciation of any facts or doctrines which, unacquainted with its general character. Dr. W. de- 
from their novelty or their difficulty, the busy prneti- live red these now celebrated lectures during the me- 
tioner may not have made himself muster of amidst dical session of 1636-7. They have been revised by 
the all-absorbing toils of his professional career, we the author, and those who now study these erudite 
can recommend these lectures most cordially. Here productions will have them divested of any ohjection- 
we meet with none of those brilliant theories which able matter that might have formerly crept in through 
are so seductive to young men, because they are made inadvertence. There are ninety lectures, fully written, 
to explain every phenomenon, and save all the trouble embracing the whole domain of human maladies, with 
of observation and reflection; here are no exclusive their treatment, besides an appendix particularly re- 
doctrines; none of those markable for its richness in important practical infor- 

, rnntion. We could not give even a tolerable synopsis 

1 Bubbles that glitter ns they rise and break of ^,3 subjects discussed in this greut undertaking 

On vain Philosophy’s all babbling spring.’ without materially entrenching on the limits assigned 

But we have the sterling production of a liberal, well- to other matter. * * * Open this huge, well-finished 
stored and truly honest mind, possessed of all that is volume wherever we may. the eye immediately rests 
currently known and established of professional know- on something that carries value on its front. We nre 
ledge, and capable of pronouncing a trustworthy and impressed at once with the strengih and depth of the 
impartial judgment on those numerous points in which lecturer’s views ; he gains on our admiration in pro- 
Trutb is yet obscured with false foci* or false hypo- portion to the extent of our acquaintance with Ins 
theses ."—Provincial Medical Journal. profound researches. Whoever owns this hook will 

4 “The style is correct and pleasing, and the matted nave an acknowledged treasure, if the combined wis- 
worthy the attention of all practitioners, young and dom of the highest authorities is appreciated.”— Boston 
old.”— Western Lancet. Medical and Surgical Journal. 

HORNER’S^ANATOray. 

SPECIAL ANATOMY AND HISTOLOGY. 

BY WILLIAM E. HORNER, M.D., 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania, Member of the Imperial Medico-Chirurgical Academy 
of St. Petersburg, of the Am. Philosophical Society, Jtc., Ac. 

* Sixth Editioriy in two Volumes , 8 vo. 

<< Another edition of this standard Work of Professor Horner has made its appearance to whidh 
many additions have been made, and upon which much labour has been bestowed by tho author. — 
The additions are chiefly in the department of Histology, or Elementary Anatomy, and so import- 
ant are they that the Professor has added the term to the title of his work/ Every part of this 
edition seems to have undergone the most careful revision, and its readers may rest assured of hay- 
ing the science of Anatomy fully brought up to the present day.” — Am. Med. Journal . 
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A MAcwmrnnw aw h mnut timmir- 

SMITH & HORNER’S ANATOMICAL ATLAS. 

Just Published, Price Five Dollars in Parts. 


IN 

ANATOMICAL ATLAS 
IUUSTRATIYE OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE HUHAH BOUT. 

BY HENRY H. SMITH, M.D., 

Fe How qf the CoBeg e qf Physicians, ft. 

UHDSS THX SUP IB. VISION 07 

WILLIAM E. HORNER, M.D., 

Profitor of Anatomy in the Univcrttty of PetmtybanUu 

In One large Volume, Imperial Oct&ro. 

This work is but just completed, having been delayed over the time intended by the great difficulty in giving 
to the illustrations the desired finish and perfection. It consists of five parts, whose contents are as follow*: 

Past I. The Bones and Ligaments, with one hundred and thirty engravings. 

Past II. The Muscular ana Dermoid Systems, with ninety-one engravings. 

Part III. The Organs of Digestion and Generation, with one hundred ana ninety-one engravings. 

Past IV. The Organs of Respiration and Circulation, with ninety-eight engravings. 

Part V. The Nervous System and the Senses, with one hundred aim twenty-six engravings. 

Forming altogether a complete System of Anatomical Plates, of nearly 

SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY FIGURES, 

executed in the best style of art, and making one iarge imperial octavo volume. Htoce who do not want it in 
parts can have the work bound in extra cloth or sheep at an extra cost. 

This work possesses novelty both in the design and the execution. It is the first attempt to apply engraving 
on wood, on a large scale, to the illustration of human anatomy, and the beauty of the parts issued induces the 
publishers to flatter themselves with the hope of the perfect success of their undertaking. The plan of the 
work is at once novel and convenient Each page is perfect in itself the references being immediately under 
the figures, so that the eye takes in the whole at a glance, and obviates the necessity oi oontinual reference 
backwards and forwards. The cuts are selected from the best and most accurate sources : and, where neces- 
sary, original drawings have been made from the admirable Anatomical Collection of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. It embraces all the late beautiful discoveries arising from the use of the microscope in the investi- 
gation^ the minute structure of the tissues. 

In the getting up of this very complete work, the publishers have spared neither pains nor expense, and they 
now present it to the profession, with the full confidence that it will be deemed all that is wanted in a scientific 
and artistical point of view, while, at the same time, its very low price places it within the reach of all. 

It i.< particularly adapted, to supply Hu place qf skeUtoru or ndgsdi, a$ theprqfmion wiU see by examining the list 
of plates note annexed. 


"These figures are well selected, and present a complete and accurate representation of that wonder Ail febric, 
the human body. The plan of this Allas, which renders it so peculiarly convenient for the student, and ha 
superb artistical execution, have been already pointed out We must congratulate the student upon the 
completion of this atlas, as tt is the most convenient work of the kind that has yet appeared: and, we must 
add, the very beautiful manner in which it is 4 got up* is so creditable to the country as to be flattering to oar 
national priae.” — American Medical Journal. 

“This is an exquisite volume, and a beautiful specimen of an We have numerous Anatomical Atlases, 
but wc will venture to say that none equal it in cheapness, and none surpass it in faithAUness and spirit We 
strongly recommend to our fritnds. both urban and suburban, the purchase of this excellent work, for which 
both editor and publisher deserve the thanks of the profession.* 1 — Medical Examiner. 

“ We would strongly recommend it, not only to the student, but also to the working practitioner, who, 
although grown rusty in the toils of his harness, still has the desire, and often the necessity, of refreshing bis 
knowledge in this fundamental part of the science of medicine.**— Nino York Journal if Medicine and Surg. 

“ The plan of this Atlas is admiifeblo, and its execution superior to any thing of the kind before pnbliehed in 
this country. It is a reed labour-saving affair, and We regard its publication as (he greatest boon that Could be 
conferred on the student of anatomy. It will be equally valuable to the practitioner, by affording him an easy 
means of recalling the details learned in the dissecting room, and which are soon forgotten.* 1 — American Medi- 
cal Journal. 

It is a beautiM as well os particularly useful design, which should be extensively patronized by physicians, 
surgeons and medical student*.** — Boston Med. and Surg. Journal 

“It has been the aim of the author of the Atlas to comprise ia it tne valuable points of all previous works, to 
embrace the latest microscopical observations on the anatomy of the tissues, and by placing it at a moderate 
price to enable all to acquire tt who may need its assistance in fee dissecting or operating room, or other field 
of practice.** — Western Journal qf Med. and Surgery. 

“These numbers complete the eerie# of this beautiful work, which fully merits the praise bestowed upon fee 
earlier numbers. We regard all the engravings as possessing an accuracy only equalled by their beftuty, 
and cordially recommend the work to all engaged in the study of anatomy .** — New York Journal qf Medicine 
and Surgery. 

“ A more elegant work than the one before us conld not easily be placed by a physician Upon fee table of 
his studeut.” — Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

“ We wctc muck pleased with Fart I, but the Second Part gratifies us still more, both as regards the attract- 
ive nature of the subject, (The Dermoid and Muscular Systems,) and the beautiful artitucafexecutioa of the 
.(lustrations. We have here delineated the most accurate microscopic views of some of the tissues, as, for 
instance, the cellular and adipose tissues, the epidermis, rete mucosum and cutis vera. the sebaceous and 
perspiratory organs of the skin, the perspiratory glands and hairs of the skin, and fee hair and nails. Then 
follows the general anatomy of the museles, and, lastly, their separate delineations. We would recommend 
this Anatomical Atlas to our readers in the very strongest tunas.**— Arts York Journal qf Medicine and Sett- 
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LIST or 

THE ILLUSTRATIONS 

EMBRACING 

SIX HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX FIGURES 

IN SMITH AND HORNER'S ATLAS. 


A HiGHLT-fTNUHKD View op the Bones op the Head, .... facing the title-page 
View op Cuyier’s Anatomical Theatre, . vignette 


PART L— BONES 

Fig. 

1 Front view of adult skeleton. 

2 Back view of adult skeleton. 

3 Foetal skeleton. 

4 Cellular structure of femur. 

5 Cellular and compound structure of tibia. 

6 Fibres of compact matter of bone. 

7 Concentric lamellse of bone. 

8 Compact matter under the microscope. 

9 Haversian canals and lacunK of bone. 

10 Vessels of compact matter. 

11 Minute structure of bones. 

12 Ossification in cartilage. 

13 Ossification in the scapula. 

14 Puncta ossification is in femur. 

15 Side view of the spinal column. 

16 Epiphyses and diaphysis of bone. 

17 External periosteum. 

18 Punctum ossificationis in the head. 

19 A cervical vertebra. 

20 The atlas. 21 The dcntata. 

22 Side view of the cervical vertebrsc, 

23 Side view of the dorsal vertebrsc. 

24 A dorsal vertebra. 

25 Side view of the lumbar vertebrsc. 

26 Side view of one of the lumbar vertebrsc. 

27 Perpendicular view of the lumbar vertebrse. 

28 Anterior view of sacrum. 

29 Posterior view of sacrum. 

30 The bones of the coccyx. 

31 Outside view of the innominatum, 

32 Inside view of the innominatum. 

33 Anterior view of the male pelvis. 

S4 Anterior view of the female pelvis. 

35 Front of the thorax. ^36 The first rib. 

37 General characters of a rib. 

38 Front view of the sternum. 

39 Head of a Peruvian Indian. 

40 Head of a Choctaw Indian. 

41 Front view of the os frontis. 

42 Under surface of the os frontis. 

4S Internal surface of the os frontis. 

44 External surface of the parietal bone.s 

45 Internal surface of the parietal bone. 

46 External surface of the osoccipitis. 

47 Internal surface of the os occipitis. 

48 External surface of the temporul bone. 

49 Internal surface of the temporal bone. 

50 Internal surface of the sphenoid bone. 

51 Anterior surface of the sphenoid bone. 

52 Posterior surface of the ethmoid bone. 

53 Front view of the bones of the face. 

54 Outside of the upper maxilla. 

55 Inside of the upper maxilla. 

5n Posterior surface of the palate bone. 

57 The nasal bones. 

58 The os unguis. 59 Inferior spongy bone. 

60 Right malar bone. 61 The vomer. 

62 Inferior maxillary bone. 

63 Sutures of the vault of the cranium. 


AND LIGAMENTS. 

Fig. 

64 Sutures of the posterior of the cranium. 

65 Diploe of the cranium. 

66 Inside of the base of the cranium. 

67 Outside of the base of the cranium. 

68 The facial angle. 69 The fontanels. 

70 The os hyoides. 

71 Posterior of the scapula. 

72 Axillary margin of the scapula. 

73 The clavicle. 74 The humerus. 

75 The ulna. 76 The radius. 

77 The bones of the carpus. 

78 The bones of the hand. 

79 Articulation of the carpal bones. 

80 Anterior view of the femur. 

81 Posterior view of ihe femur. 

82 The tibia. 83 The fibula. 

84 Anterior view of the patella. 

85 Posterior view of the patella. 

86 The os calcis. 87 The astragalus. 

88 The naviculare. 89 The cuboid bone. 

90 The three cuneiform bones. 

91 Top of the foot. 

92 The sole of the foot 93 Cells in cartilage. 

94 Articular cartilage under the microscope. 

95 Costal cartilage under the microscope. 

96 Magnified section of cartilage. 

97 Magnified view of fibro-cartilage. 

98 White fibrous tissue, 

99 Yellow fibrous tissue. 

100 Ligaments of the iaw. 

101 Internal view of the same. 

102 Vertical section of the same. 

103 Anterior vertebral ligaments. 

104 Posterior vertebral ligaments. 

105 Yellow ligaments. 

106 Costo-vertebml ligaments. 

107 Occipito-altoidieri ligaments. 

108 Posterior view of the same. 

109 Upper part of the same. 

110 Moderator ligaments. 

111 Anterior pelvic ligaments. 

112 Posterior pelvic ligaments. 

113 Stcrno-clavicular ligaments. 

114 Scapulo-humeral articulation. 

115 External view of elbow joint. 

116 Internal view of elbow joint. 

117 Ligaments of the wrist. 

118 Diagram of the carpal synovial membrane 

119 Ligaments of the hip joint. 

120 Anterior view of the knee joint 

121 Posterior view of the knee joint 

122 Section of the right knee joint 

123 Section of the left knee joint. 

124 Internal side of the ankle joint. 

125 External side of the ankle joint 

126 Posterior view of the ankle joint • 

127 Ligaments of the sole of the foot 

128 Vertical section of the foot 


PART IL— DERMOID AND MU8CULAR SYSTEMS, 


129 Muscles on the front of the body t JuU length* 
131 Muscles on tbebsck of the body^/W/ length, 
ISO The cellular tissue. 132 Fat iisies. 


133 Blood-vessels of fat 

134 Cell membrane of fat vet! clef. 

135 Magnified view of the epidermis. 
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Illustrations to Smith and Horner's Jltlas , continued. 


Fig. 

156 Cellular tissue of the skin. 

137 ttete roucdsutn, &c., t)f foot, 

138 Epidermis and rete mutottun. 

139 Cutis vera f magnified. 

140 Cutaneous pafmise: 

141 Internal face of cutis vera. 

142 Integuments of foot under the microscope. 
145 Cutaneous glands. 144 Sudoriferous organs. 

145 Sebaceous glands and hairs. 

146 Perspiratory gland magnified. 

147 A hair under the microscope. 

148 A hair from the face under the microscope. 

149 Follicle of a hair. 150 Arteries of a hair* 

151 Skin of the beard magnified. 

152 External surface of the thumb nail. 1 ■ • 
155 Internal surface of the thumb nail. 

154 Section of nail of fore fiuger. 

155 Same highly magnified. 

156 Development of muscular fibre. 

157 Another view of the same. 

158 Arrangement of fibres of muscle. 

159 Discs of muscular fibre. 

160 Muscular fibre broken transversely. 

161 Striped elementary fibres magnified. 

162 Stria; of fibres from the heart of an ox. 

163 Transverse section of biceps muscle. 

164 Fibres of the pectoral is major. 

165 Attachment ol tendon to muscle. 

166 Nerve terminating in muscle. 

167 Superficial muscles of face and neck. 

168 Deep-seated muscles of face and neck. 

169 Lateral view of the same. 

170 Lateral view of superficial muscles of face. 

171 Lateral view of deep-seated muscles of lace. 

172 Tensor tarsi or muscle of Horner. 

173 Pterygoid muscles. 174 Muscles of neck* 

175 Muscles of tongue. 

176 Fascia profunda colli. 

1 77 Superficial muscles of thorax. 

178 Deep-seated muscles of thorax. 

179 Front view of abdomionl muscles. 


180 Side view of abdominal muscles. 

161 External parts concerned in hernia. 

182 Internal parts concerned in 

183 Deep-seated muscles of trunk. 

184 Irtguihal and/feiboraDL ri4g% 4 

185 Deep-seated muscles of neck. 

186 Superficial muscles of back. 

187 Posterior parietesof chest and abdomep; 

1 88 Under side of diaphragm. 

189 Second layer of muscles of back. 

190 Muscles of vertebral gutter. 

1 91 Fourth bfydr of muscles of back. 

192 Muscles behind cervical vertebras. 

193 Deltoid muscle. 

194 Anterior view of muscles of shoulder. 

195 Posterior view of muscles of shoulder. 

196 Another view of the same. 

197 Fascia braehialis. 

198 Fascia of the fore-arm. 

199 Muscles on the back of the band. 

200 Morale* on the front of the arm. 

201 Muscles on the back of the arm. 

902 Pronators of the fore-arm. 

203 Flexor muscles of fore-arm. 

204 Muscles in palm of hand. 

205 Deep flexors of the fingers. 

206 Superficial extensors. 

207 Deep-seated extensors. 

908 Rotator muscles of the thigh. 

909 Muscles on the back of (he hlp.^ 

910 Deep muscles on the front of thigh. 

211 Superficial muscles on the front of thigh. 

212 Muscles on the back of the thigh. 

213 Muscles on front of leg. 

214 Muscles on back of leg. 

215 Deep-seated muscles on back or leg. 

216 Muscles on the sole of the foot 

217 Another view of the same. 

218 Deep muscles on front of arm. 

219 Deep muscles on back of arm. 


PART 111. — ORGANS OF l)IOE8TION AND GENERATION. 


220 Digestive organs in their whole length. 

221 Cavity of the mouth. 

222 Labial and buccal glands. 

223 Teeth in the upper and lower jaws. 

224 Upper jaw, with sockets for teeth. 

225 Lower jaw, w ith sockets for teeth. 

226 Under side of the teeth in the upper jaw. 

227 Upper side of the teeth in the low er jaw. 

228 to 255. Eight teeth, from the upper jaw. 

236 to 243. Eight teeth from the lower jaw. 

244 to 251. Side view of eight upper jaw teeth. 
252 to 259. Side view of eight lower jaw teeth. 
260 to 265. Sections of eight teeth. 

266 to 267. Enamel and structure of two of the 
teeth. 

268 Ricuspis tooth under the microscope. 

269 Position of enamel fibres. 

270 Hexagonal enamel fibres. 

271 Enamel fibres very highly magnified. 

272 A very highly magnified view of fig. 268. 

273 Internal portion of the dental tubes. 

274 External portion of the dental tubes.* 

275 Section of the crow n of a tooth. 

276 Tubes at the root of a bicuspis. 

277 Upper surface of the tongue. 

278 Unden surface of the tongue. 

279 Periglottis turned off the longue. 

280 Muscles of the tongue. 

281 Another view of the same. 

282 Section of the tongue. 

£83 Styloid muscles, &c. 

284 Section of a gustatory* papilla. 

285 View of another papilla. 

£86 Hoot of the mouth snd soft palate. 

287 Front view of the pharynx and muscles. 


288 Back view of the pharynx aad muscles. 

289 Under side of the soft palate. 

290 A lobule of the parotid feiand. 

291 Salivary glands. 

292 Internal surface of the pharynx. 

293 External surface of the pharynx. 

294 Vertical section of the pharynx. 

295 Muscular coat of the (Esophagus. 

296 Longitudinal section of the esophagus. 

297 Parietes of the abdomen. 

298 Reflexions of the peritoneum. 

299 Viscera of the chest and abdomen. 

S00 Another view of the same. 

30t The intestines in situ. 

S02 Stomach and esophagus. 

303 Front view of the stomach. 

504 Interior of the stomach. 

505 The stomach and duodenum. 

506 Interior of the duodenum. 

307 Gastric glands. 

308 Mucous coat of the stomach. 

509 An intestinal villus. S10 Its vessels. 

51 1 Glands of the stomach magnified. 

512 Villus and lacteal. 

313 Muscular coat of the ileum. 

314 Jejunum distended and dried. 

31 5 Follicles of Liebcrkuhn 

316 Glands of Brunner. S17 Intestinal glands. 
318 Valvulcc conniventes. 319 Ileo-colic valve. 
320 Villi and intestinal follicles. 

S21 Veins of the ileum. 

322 Villi filled with chyle. 323 Peyer’s glands 
524 Villi of the jejunum under the microscope. 
325 The cecum. 326 The mesocolon and colon, 
327 Muscular coat of the colon. 
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Illustrations to Smith and Horner’s Atlas continued* 


S28 Muscular fibres of the rectum. 

329 Curvatures of the large intestine. 

330 Mucous follicles of the rectum. 

S31 Rectal pouches. 

332 Follicles of the colon, highly magnified. 

333 Folds and follicles of the stomach. 

334 Follicles, &c. of the jejunum. 

335 Villi and follicles of the ileum. 

336 Muciparous glands of the stomach. 

3 37 Ileum inverted, &c. 

338 Glands of Peyer magnified. 

339 Peritoneum of the liver injected. 

340 Liver in situ. 

S4l Under surface of the liver. 342 Hepatic vein. 
343 Parenchyma of the liver. 

S44 Hepatic blood-vessels. 345 Biliary ducts. 
346 Angular lobules of the liver. 

S47 Rounded hepatic lobules. 

348 Coats of the gall bladder. 

349 Gall bladder injected. 

S50 Vena porlarum. 

351 External face of the spleen. 

352 Internal face of the spleen. 

353 Splenic vein. 

354 Pancreas &c., injected. 355 Urinary organs. 

356 Right kidney and capsule. 

357 Left kidney and capsule. 

858 Kidney under the microscope. 

S59 The ureter. 360 Section of right kidney. 

361 Section of the left kidney. 

362 Pyramids of Malpighi. 

363 Lobes of the kidney. 

364 Renal arteries, &c., injected. 

S65 Section of the kidney highly magnified, 

366 Copora Malpighiana. 367 Same magnified. 
S6S Tubuli uriniferi. 369 Corpora Wolmana. 
370 The bladder and urethra, full length. 

S71 Muscular coat of the bladder. 

372 Another view of the same. 


373 Sphincter apparatus of the bladder. 

374 Prostate and vesiculse seminales. 

375 Side view of the pelvic viscera. 

S76 The glans penis injected. 

377 The penis distended and dried. 

378 Section of the same. 

379 Vertical section of the male pelvis. &c. 

380 Septum pectiniforme. 

381 Arteries of the penis. 

S82 Vertical section of the urethra. 

383 Vesiculse seminales injected. 

384 Muscles of the male perineum. 

385 Interior of the pelvis, seen from above. 
586 Testis in the feetus. 

387 Diagram of the descent of the testis. 

588 Tunica vaginalis testis. 

589 Transverse section of the testis. 

390 Relative position of the prostate. 

391 Vas deferens. 

392 Vertical section of the bladder. 

393 The testicle injected with mercury. 

594 Another view. 

595 Minute structure of the testis. 

396 Female generative organs. 

S97 Another view of the same. 

398 External oigans in the feetus. 

S99 Muscles of the female perineum. 

400 Side view of the female pelvis, &c. 

401 Relative position of the female organs. * 

402 Section of the uterus, &c. 

403 Fallopian tubes, ovaries, &c. 

404 Front view of the mammary gland. 

405 The same after removal of the skin. 

406 Side view of the breast. 

407 Origin of lactiferous ducts. 

408 Lactiferous tubes during lactation. 

409 Minute termination of a tube. 

410 Ducts injected ; after Sir Astley Cooper. 


PART IV.— ORGANS OF RESPIRATION AND CIRCULATION. 


411 Front view of the thyroid cartilage. 

412 Side view of the thyroid cartilage. 

413 Posterior of the arytenoid cartilage. 

414 Anterior of the arytenoid cartilage. 

415 Epiglottis cartilage. 41 6 Cricoid cartilage. 

417 Ligaments of the larynx. 

418 Side view of the same. 

419 The thyroid gland. 

420 Internal surface of the larynx. 

421 Crico-thyroid muscles. 

422 Crico-arytenoid muscles. 

423 Articulations of the larynx. 

424 Vertical section of the larynx. 

425 The vocal ligaments. 426 Thymus gland. 

427 Front view of the lungs. 

428 Back view of the lungs. 

429 The trachea and bronchia. 

430 Lungs, heart, kc. 

431 First appearance of the blood-vessels. 

432 Capillary vessels magnified. 

433 Another view of the same. 

434 Blood globules. 

435 Another view of the Bame. 

436 The mediastina. 

437 Parenchyma of the lung. 

438 The heart and pericardium. 

439 Anterior view of the heart. 

440 Posterior view of the heart. 

441 Anterior view of its muscular structure. 

442 Posterior view of the same. 

443 Interior of the right ventricle. 

444 Interior of the left ventricle. 

445 M itral valve, the size of life. 

446 The auriculo-ventricular valves. 

447 Section of the ventricles. 

448 The arteries from the arch of the aorta. 

449 The arteries of the neck, the size of life. 


450 The external carotid arteir. 

451 A front view of arteries of head and neck. 

452 The internal maxillary artery. 

453 Vertebral and carotid arteries with the aorta. 

454 Axillary and brachial arteries. 

455 The brachial artery. 

456 Its division at the elbow. 

457 One of the anomalies of the brachial artery. 

458 Radial and ulnar arteries. 

459 Another view of the same. 

460 The arcus sublimis and profundus. 

461 The aorta in its entire length. 

462 Arteries of the stomach and liver. 

463 Superior mesenteric artery. 

464 Inferior mesenteric artery. 

465 Abdominal aorta. 

466 Primitive iliac and femoral arteries. 

467 Perineal arteries of the male. 

468 Position of the arteries in the inguinal canal. 

469 Internal iliac artery. 470 Femoral artery. 

471 Gluteal and ischialic arteries. . 

472 Branches of the ischiatic artery. 

473 Popliteal artery. 

474 Anterior tibial artery. 

475 Posterior tibial artery. 

476 Superficial arteries on the top of the foot. 

47 7 Deep-seated arteries on the top of the foot. 

478 Posterior tibial artery at the ankle. 

479 The plantar arteries. 

480 Arteries and veins of the face and neck. 

481 Great vessels from the heart. 

482 External jugular vein. 

483 Lateral view of the vertebral sinuses. 

484 Posterior view of the vertebral sinuses. 

485 Anterior view of the vertebral sinuses. 

486 Superficial veins of the arm. 

487 The same at the elbow. 
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Illustrations to Smith and homer’s Atlas continued. 


Fig. 

48S The veins of the bend. 

480 The great veins of the trank. 

490 Positions of the arteries and veins of the trank. 

491 The venss eavm. 499 The vena porUrum. 

493 Deep veins of the baek of the leg. 

494 Positions of the veins to the arteries in the 

arm. 495 Superficial veins of the thigh. 

496 Saphena vein. 

497 Superficial veins of the leg. 

498 Lymphatic* of the upper extremity. 


The lymphatics and glands of the axilla. 

500 The femoral and aortic lymphatics. 

501 The lymphatics of the small intestines. 
509 The thoracic duct. 

503 The lymphatics of the groin. 

504 Superficial lymphatics of (he Uigh. 

505 Lymphatics of the jejunum, 

506 Deep lymphatics of tne thigh. 

507 Superficial lymphatics of the leg. 

508 Deep lymphatics of the leg. 


PART V,— THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND SENSES. 


509 Dura mater cerebri and spinalis. 

510 Anterior view of brain and spinal marrow. 

511 Anterior view of the spinal marrow, fee. 

519 Lateral view of the spinal marrow, fee. | 

513 Posterior view of the spinal marrow. Ice. 

514 Decussatioo of Mitisehelli. 

515 Origins of the spinal nerves. 

516 Anterior view or spinal marrow and nerves. 

517 Posterior yi^w of spinal marrow and nerves. 

518 Anterior spinal commissure. 

519 Posterior spinal commissure. 

590 Transverse section of the spinal marrow. 

521 Dura mater and sinuses. 

599 Sinuses laid open. 

523 Sinuses at the base of the cranium. 

524 Pons Varolii, cerebellum, tec. 

595 Superior face of the cerebellum. 

596 Inferior face of the oerebellum. 

597 Another view of the cerebellum. 

528 View of the arbor vite, ko. 

599 Posterior view of the medulla oblongata. 

530 A vertical section of the cerebellum. 

531 Another section of the cerebellum. 

532 Convolutions of the cerebrum. 

533 The cerebrum entire. 

534 A section of its base. 

535 The corpus callosum entire. 

5S6 Diverging fibres of the cerebrum, Ice. 

537 Vertical section of the head. 

538 Section of the corpus callosum. 

539 Longitudinal section of the brain. 

540 View of a dissection by GsU. , 

541 The commissures of the brain. 

542 Lateral ventricles. 

543 Corpora stria ta-forniz, Ice. 

544 Fifth ventricle and lym. 

545 Anotherfview of the lateral ventricles. 

546 Another view of the ventricles. 

547 Origins of the 4th and 5th pairs of nerves. 

548 The citato of Willis. 

549 A side view 6f the nose. 

550 The nasal cartilages. 

551 Bones and cartilages of the nose. 

552 Oval eartikges, fee. 

553 Schneiderian membrane. 

554 External parietes of the left nostril. 

555 Arteries of the nose. 

556 Pituitary membrane injected. 

557 Posterior pares. 558 Front view of the eye. 

559 Side view of the eye. 

560 Posterior view of the eyelids, fee. 

561 Glanduto palpebrarum. 

569 Lachnrmal canals. 

563 Muscles of the eyeball. 

564 Side view of the eyeball. 

565 Longitudinal section of the eyeball. 

566 Horizontal section of the eyeball. 

567 Anterior view of a transverse section. 

568 Posterior view of a transverse section. 

569 Choroid cost injected. 

570 Veins of the choroid cost 

571 The iris. 579 Thefrefua and leas. 


573 External view of the mine. 

574 Vessels in the conjunctiva. 

575 Retina, injected and magnified. 

576 Iris, highly magnified. 

5 77 Vitreous humour and lens. 

578 Crystalline adult lens. 

579 Lens of the foetus, magnified. 

580 Side view of the lens. 

581 Membrana papillaris. 

589 Another view of the same. 

583 Posterior view of the same. 

584 A view of the left ear. 

585 Its sebaceous follicles. 

586 Cartilages of the ear. 

587 The same with its muscle* 

588 The cranial side of the ear. 

589 Meatus auditorius extemus, fee. 

590 Labyrinth and bones of the ear. 

591 Full view of the malleus. 599 The locus. 

593 Another view of the malleus. 

594 A front view of (be stapes. 

595 Magnified view of the stapes. 

596 Magnified view of the incus. 

597 Cellular structure of the malleus. 

598 Magnified view of the labyrinth. 

599 Natural site of the labyrinth. 

600 Labyrinth laid open and magnified. 

601 Labyrinth, natural sise. 

605 Labyrinth of a foetus. 

603 Another view of the same. 

604 Nerves of the labyrinth. 

005 A view of the vestibule, fee. 

606 Its soft parts, fee. 

607 An ampulla and nerve. 

608 Plan ot the cochlea. 

609 Lamina spiralis, fee. 

610 The auditory nerve. 

611 Nerve on the lamina spiralis. 

612 Arrangement of the cochlea. 

613 Veins of the cochlea, highly magnified. 

6 14 Opening of the Eustachian tube in the throat 

615 Portio mollis of the seventh pair of nerves. 

616 The olfactory nerves. 

617 The optio and seven other pair* of nerves. 

618 Third, fourth and sixth pairs of nerves. 

619 Distribution of the fifth pair. 

620 The facial nerve. 

621 The hypo-glossal nerves. 

699 A plan of the eighth pair of nerves. 

693 The distribution of the eighth pair. 

694 The great sympathetic nerve. 

695 The brachial plexus. 

696 Nerves of the front of the arm. 

697 Nerves of the back of the arm. 

698 Lumbar and ischiatis nerves. 

629 Posterior branches to the hip, fee. 

630 Anterior crural nerve. 

631 Anterior tibial nerve. 

632 Branches of the popliteal nerve. 

633 Posterior tibial nerve ou the leg. 

634 Posterior tibial nerve on the fooL 
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PROFESSOR DUNGLISON'S WORKS. 

The Works of Professor Dunglison on various departments of Medicine are here presented. — 
Nearly all or them are extensively used as text books in the branches of science to which they re* 
late, and the profession and students may rely upon the great care and accuracy of the author in 
having each new edition of his works posted up to the day of publication. 

A NEW EDITION OF THE STANDARD MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 

A DICTIONARY OF “MEDICAL SCIENCE: 

CONTAINING A CONCISE ACCOUNT OF THE VARIOUS 8UBJECT8 AND TERMS, WITH 

THE FRENCH AND OTHER SYNONYMES, NOTICES OF CLIMATES AND OF CELE- 
BRATED MINERAL WATER8, FORMULAS FOR VARIOU8 OFFICINAL AND EMPIRI- 
CAL PREPARATIONS, Ac. 

Fifth Edition, Extensively Modified and Improved ovxx former Editions. 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M.D. 

Professor of the Institutes of Medicine, Ac., in Jefferson Medical College, Philada. j Secretary to 
the American Philosophical Society, Ac., Ac. 

In one large royal octavo volume of nearly 800 double columned pages, and bound with raised bands. 

The author’s object has not been to make the work a mere Lexicon, or Dictionary of terms, but 
to afford, under each, a condensed view of its various medical relations, and thus to render the 
work a complete epitome of the existing condition of medical science. This he has been in a great 
measure enabled to do, as the work is not stereotyped, by adding in each successive edition all 
new and interesting matters Or whatever of importance had been formerly omitted. To show 
the advantage of this, it need only be remarked tnat in the present work will be found at least two 
thousand subjects and terms not embraced in the third edition. 

“ To execute such a work requires great erudition, unwearied industry, and extensive research; 
and we know no one who coold bring to the task higher qualifications of this description than Pro- 
fessor Dunglison.” — American Medical Journal. 

DUNGLISON’S PRACTICE, A NEW EDITION. 

THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

OH A TREATISE ON SPECIAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS. 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M.D., 

Second Edition, carefully Revised and with Additions. 

In Two Large Octavo Volumes of over thirteen hundred pages. 

The Publisher* annex d condensed statement qf the Contents : — Diseases or the Month, Tongue, 
Teeth, Gums, Velum Pala^i and Uvula, Pharynx and (Esophagus, Stomach, Intestines, Peritoneum, 
Morbid Productions in the Peritoneum, and Intestines. — Diseases of the Larynx and Trachea, Bron- 
chia and Lungs, Pleura, Asphyxia.— Morbid conditions of the Blood, Diseases of the Heart and 
Membranes, Arteries, Veins, Intermediate or Capillary Vessels, — Spleen, Thyroid Gland, Thymus 
Gland, and 8upra Renal Capsules, Mesenteric Glands,— Salivary Glands, Pancreas, Biliary Appara- 
tus, Kidney, Ureter, Urinary Bladder. — Diseases of the Skin, Exanthematous, Vesicular, Bullar, 
Pustular, Papular, Squamous, Tuberculous, Macule, Syphil ides.— Organic Diseases of the Nervous 
Centres, Neuroses, Diseases of the Nerves.— Diseases of the Eye, Ear, Nose. — Diseases of the 
Male and Female Organs of Reproduction. Fever,— Intermittent, Remittent, Continued, Eruptive, 
Arthritic.— Cachexies, Scrofulous, Scorbutic, Chlorotic, Rhachitic, Hydropic and Cancerous. 

This work has been introduced as a text- book in manjr of the Medical Colleges, 
and the general favour with which it has been received, is a guarantee of its value 
to the practitioner and student. 

“ In the volumes before us, Dr. Dunglison has proved that his acquaintance with the present facts 
aBd doctrines, wheresoever originating, is most extensive and intimate, and the judgment, skill, 
and impartiality with which the materials of the work have been collected, weighed, arranged, and 
exposed, are strikingly manifested in every chapter. Great care is everywhere taken to indicate 
the source of information, and under the head of treatment, formule of the most appropriate reme- 
dies are everywhere introduced. We congratulate the students and junior practitioners of Ame- 
rica, on possessing in the present yolumes, a work of standard merit, to which they may confidently 
refer in their doubts and difficulties.” — British and Foreign Medical Review, far July, 1842. 

<( Since the foregoing observations were written, we have received a second edition of Dungli- 
son’s work, a sufficient indication of the high character it has already attained in America, and 
justly attained.”— British and Foreign Medical Review, for October, 1844. 

«We hail the appearance of this work, which has just been issued from the prolific press of 
Messrs. Lea A Blanchard of Philadelphia, with no ordinary degree of pleasure. Comprised in two 
large and doaely printed volumes, it exhibits 'a more full, accurate, and comprehensive digest of 
the existing state of medicine than any other treatise with wbich we are acquainted in the English 
language. It discusses many topics— some of them of great practical importance, which are en- 
tirely omitted in the writings of Eberle, Dewees, Hosack, Graves, Stokes, McIntosh, and Gregory ; 
and it cannot fail, therefore, to be of great value, not only to the student, bnt to the practitioner, as 
it affords him ready access to information of which he stands in daily need in the exercise of his 
profession.” — Loutsvill* Journal . 
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PROFESSOR DUHOLIS0HP8 WORKS- -CofitiBoed. 

GENERAL THERAPEUTICS^ AND MATERIA MEDICA, 

ADAPTED FOR A MEDICAL TEXT-BOOK. 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M.D., 

In trdo Volume s, 8 vo. 

(( The subject of Materia Medics has been handled by our author with more than usual judgment. 
The greater part of treatises oi* that subject are, in effect expositions of the natural and chemical 
historf of thd substances used in medicine, with very brief notices At all of ther indications they are 
capaUe of fulfilling, and the general principles of Therapeutics. Dr. Dunglison, very wisely, in 
our opinion, has reversed all mis, and given his principal attention to the articles of the Materia 

Medicaas medicines In conclusion, we strongly recommend theso volumes to our readers. — 

No medical student on either side of the Atlantic should ho without them.” — For bet' British and 
Foreign Medical Review. 

“ Our junior brethren in America will find in these volumes of Professor Dunglison a < Thesau- 
rus Medicaminuh,’ more valuable than a large purse of gold.” — Medico-Chirungical Review, fat 
January , 1845. , 

WITH UPWARDS OF THREE HUNDREO ILLUSTRATIONS, 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M.D., 

Fifth Edition, Greatly Modified and Improved, in 2 Vote, or 1304 Large Octavo Pages.. 

“ We have on two former occasions, brought this excellent work under the notice of our readers* 
and we have now only to say that, instead of falling behind in the rapid march of physiological 
science, each edition brings it nearer to the van. Without increasing the bulk of the treatise, the 
author has contrived to introduces large quantity of new matter into this edition from the works of 
Valentin, Bischoff, Henle, Wildebrand, Muller, Wanner, Mandl, Gerber, Liebig, Carpenter, Todd 
and Bowman, as well as from various monographs which have appeared in the Cyclopedias, Trans- 
actions qf learned societies and journals* The- large muss of .references which it contain* -renders 
it a most valuable bibliographical record} and bears the highest testimony to, the Sea 1 and industry 
of the Author.”-— BrffrsA and Foreign Medical ‘Revieio: 

“ Many will be surprised to see a fifth edition of this admirable treatise. so rapidly succeeding the 
fourth. But such has beba the Tapid progress of physiology within- a short period that to make his 
work a fhir reflection of the present state of the science, no less than -an .account of its exte&a^e 
popularity, Dr. Dunglison has found it necessary to put forth a new edition with material modifica* 
tions and additions. To those who may be unacquainted with the work, we may say that, Dr. D. 
does not belong to the mechanical, chemical, or vital school exclusively ; but that, with a discri- 
minating hand he culls from each and all, making his treatise a very excellent and complete digest 
of the vast subject.”— Western Journal qf Medicine and Surgery. 

NEW REMEDIES, 

PHARMACEUTICALLY AND THERAPEUTICALLY CONSIDERED, 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, MJ>., 

In One Volume, Octavo, over 600 pages, tho Fourth Edition; 

mw & mwp m&dk&wm % 

Or, the Influence of Atmosphere and Locality, Change of Air and Climate, 
Seasons, Food, Clothing, Bathing and Mineral Springs, Exercise, 

Sleep, Corporeal and Intellectual Pursuits, &c., &c., on 
Healthy Man i Constituting N 

ELEMENTS OF HYGIENE. 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, MJD. 

A New Edition with many Modifications and Additions. In One Volume, Svo. 

“ We have just received the new edition of this learned work on the ‘ Elements of Hygifene**— . 
Dr. Dunglison is one of the most industrious and voluminous aatbora of the day. How he finds 
time to amass and arrange the immense amount of matter contained in bis various works, is almost 
above the comprehension of men possessing but ordinary talents and industry. Such labour de- 
serves immortality.” — St. Louis Med. and 8vrg. Journal. 

A NEW EDITION OF 

THE MEDICAL STUDENT, 

OR AIDS TO THE STUDY OF MEDICINE. 

A REVISED AND MODIFIED EDITION. 

BY ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M J)., 

In One neat 12mo. Volume. 
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CHAPMAN’S WO RKS ON THE PRACTIC E OF MEDICINE. 

CHAPMAN ON FEVERS, ETC. 

LECTURES ON THE MORE IMPORTANT 

ERUPTIVE FEVERS, HEMORRHAGES AND 

DROPSIES, AND ON GOUT AND RHEUMATISM, 
DELIVERED IX THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. ' 

By N. CHAPMAN, M.D., 

Ptofessorof the Theory-aad Practice of Medicine, Set. &o. 

In one neat Octavo Volume. 

This volume contains Lectures on the following subjects : 

* EXA^frfl^IATO^S-PEVEItS. 

Variola, of Small Poi ; Inoculated Small Pox ; Varicella, or Chicken Pox ; Variol® Vaccini®, or Vaccinia, 
or Cow-pock ; Varioloid Disease ; Rubeola, a^les^Scarlatina vel Febris Rubra— Scarlet Fever. 

Hcemoptysis. Spitting of Blood; Hoemorrhagia Narium, or Haemorrhage from the Nose; Haematemesis, or 
Vnaftiog of Blood ; Hwmeturia, of Ybidiqg of BloodyUrino ; Hmroorrhagia Ulerina, or Uterine Hemorrhage ; 
Haemorrhois or Haemorrhoids ; Cutaneous Haemorrhage ; Purpura Hemorrhagica. 

DROPSIES. 

Ascites; Bncysted Dropsy; Hydrothorax; Hydrops Pericardii; Hydrocephalus Internut, aoute, subacute, 
and chronic: Anasarca; with a Disquisition on the Management of the whole. 

GOUT, RHEUMATISM, Ac. &c.T 

“ The name of Chapman stands deservedly high in the annals of American medical science. A teacher and a 
lecturer for nearly forty years, in the oldest ana, we believe, the first medical school on this side of the Atlantic, 
the intimate friend ana companion of Rush, Kuhn, Physick, Wistar, Woodbonse, Dewees, and a host of others 
scarcely less renowned, Professor Chapman reflects upon the profession of this generation something of the 
genius and wisdom of that which has passed ; he stands-, out the able and eloquent champion of the doctrines 
$nd principles of other times, when Cullen’s ‘‘first lines” formed the rule of faith for all the Doctors in Medicine 
throughout Christendom. In him is embodied the experience of three score and ten, strengthened by reading, 
and enlightened by a familiar intercourse with many of the ablest medical men in the New and Old World. 

1 “ In conclusion, we must declare our belief that the name of Chapman will survive when that of many of his 
cotemporaries shall have been forgotten : when other generations shall tread the great theatre of human 
affairs, and when other discoveries yet unafsclosed, shall shed a brighter light upon the path of medical science. 
The various lectures wbich he has been publishing, containing, as they do, the doctrines that he has so long 
and so eloquently taught to large and admiring classes, we doubt not will be welcomed with delight by his nu- 
merous pupils throughout the Union.”— New Orleans Medical Journal. 

CHAPMAN ON THORACIC VISCERA, ETC. 
LECTURES (HV THE MORE IMPORTANT DISEASES 

OF THE 

THORACIC AND ABDOMINAL VISCERA. 

DELIVERED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

By N. CHAPMAN, M.D. 

Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medieine, Ac. 

Ia one Volume, Octavo. 

WILLIAMS AND CLYMEB O N THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS, ETC. 

A TREATISE ON THE 

DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS, 

INCLUDING 

THE TRACHEA, LARYNX, LUNGS, AND PLEURA. 

By CHARLES J. B. WILLIAMS, M.D., 

' Oouiilling Pkjr.ici&n to the Ho*pnal for Con.oiii|>tioi> and Diaeaaea af tile Chou; Author of 
“ Principle. pf Medicine,” foe. foe. 

WITH NUMEROUS ADDITIONS AND NOTES. 

Br MEREDITH CLYMER, M.D., 

Physician to the Philadelphia Hoapitah 

In one neat 8vo. Volume, with Cut*. 

This work recommends itself to the notice of the profession as containing a more particu- 
lar and detailed account of the affections of which it treats than perhaps any other volume 
before the public. 

‘‘The wood cuts illustrating the physical examination of the chest, are admirably executed, and the whole 
Mechanical execution of the work, does much credit to the publishers. This work is undoubtedly destined to 
take precedence of aU others yet published on the “Respiratory Organs,” and as a text book for teachees and 
students, no better in the present state or the science » to bb expected Airtb York Journal qf Medicine. 
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NOW READY, 

A N 15 W AND IMPROVED EDITION 

OF RAKSBOTIAM’S STAHOAED WORK OH PABTURITIflH. 


THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

OBSTETRIC MEDIG1NE AND SURGERY, 

IN REFERENCE T0 

THE PROCESS OF PARTURITION. 

ILLUSTBATED IT 

One hundred and forty-eight large ZMgores on 85 Xdthographio Hates. 

By FRANCIS H. RAMSBOTHAM, M. D., &c. 

A NEW EDITION, FROM THE ENLARGED AND REVISED LONDON EDITION. 
In one large imperial octavo volume, well bound. 

The present edition of this standard work will be found to contain numerous and important Improvements 
over the last. Besides much additional matter, there are several more plates and wood-cuts, and those whlck 
were before used have been re-drawn. This book has long been known to the profession, by whom H has 
been most flatteringly received. The publishers take great pleasure in submitting the following testimony to 
Its value from Professor Hodge, of the Pennsylvania U niveraity. 

Philadelphia, August &A, 1845. 

Gbntlbmbn I have looked over the proofo of Ramsbotham on Human Parturition, with Us important 
improvements, from the new London edition. 

This Work needs no commendation from me, receiving, as It does, the unanimous recommendation ef the 
British periodical press, as the standard work on Midwifsry ; M chaste In language, classical in composition, 
happy in point of arrangement, and abounding In most Interesting illustrations.”* 

To the American public, therefore, it Is most valuable— from its intrinsic undoubted excellence, and as 
being the best authorized exponent of British Midwifery. Its circulation will, I trust, be extensive through- 
out our country. 

There Is, however, a portion of Obstetric Science to which sufficient attention, it appears to me, has not 
been paid. Through you, I have promised to the public a work on this subject, and although the continued 
occupation of my time and thoughts in the duties of a teacher and practitioner have as yet prevented the ful- 
filment of the promise, the day, I truft, is not distant, when, under the hope of being useful, I shall prepare 
an account of the Mbcbamism or Laboub, illustrated by suitable engravings, which may be regarded as an 
addendum to the standard works of Ramsbotham, and onr own Dewees. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

HUGH L. HODGE, M.D., 

Professor qf Obstetrics, fe. 4*c n in As V* wersitg qf Pennsylvania. 

Messrs. Lea A Blanckaxd. 


11 This aew edition of Dr. Ramsbotham ’• work forma one of the most complete and thoroughly useful treatises 
on Midwifery with which we are acquainted. It is not a mere reprint of the first edition; the entire work 
has undergone a careful revision, with additions. We have already given specimens of the work sufficient 
to justify our hearty recommendation of it as one of the best guides that the student or young practitioner can 
follow .” — British and Foreign Medical Review, Jan., 1845. 

“ The work of Dr. Ramsbotham may be described as a complete system of the principles and practice of 
Midwifery; and the author has been at very great pains, indeed, to present a just and useful view of the pre- 
sent state of obstetrical knowledge. The illustrations are numerous, well selected, and appropriate, and en- 
graved with great accuracy and ability. In short, we regard this work, between accurate descriptions and 
useful Illustrations, as by far the most able work on the Principles and Practice of Midwifery that has ap- 
peared for a long lime. Dr. Ramsbotham has contrived to infuse a larger proportion of common sense, and 
plain unpretending practical knowledge Into this work, than is commonly found In works on this subject; 

* Northern Journal qf Medicine for July 1841 
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11 AMIWWHAM ON FA&l'U RZTZON — Continued. 


and u such we hare great pleasure in recommending it to the attention of obstetrical practitioner*.”— Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 

“ This Is one of the most beautiful works which hare lately Issued from the medical press; and is alike 
creditable to the talents of the author and the enterprise of the publisher. It is a good and thoroughly prac- 
tical treatise ; the different subjects are laid down in a clear and perspicuous form, and whatever is of import 
asce, Is illustrated by first rate engravings. A remarkable feature of this work, which ought to be mentioned, 
is its extraordinary cheapness. As a work conveying good, sound, practical precepts, and clearly demonstra- 
ting the doctrines of Obstetrical Science, we can confidently recommend it either to the student or practi- 
tioner.”— Edinburgh Journal of Medical Science . 

"This work forms a very handsome volume. Dr. Ramsboiham has treated the subject in a manner worthy 
of the reputation he possesses, and has succeeded in forming a book of Reference for practitioners, and a solid 
and easy guide for students. Looking at the contents of the volume, and its remarkably low price, we have 
no hesitation in saying that it has no parallel in the history of publishing.” — Provincial Medical and Surgi- 
cal JoumaL 

"It is the book of Midwifery for students ; clear, but not too minute in hs details, and sound in its practi- 
cal instructions. It is so completely illustrated by plates (admirably chosen and executed,) that the student 
must be stupid Indeed who does not understand the details of this branch of the science, so far at least as 
description can make them intelligible.” — Dublin Journal qf Medical Science. 

"Our chief object now is to state our decided opinion, that this work Is by far the best that has appeared in 
this country for those who seek practical information upon Midwifery, conveyed in a clear and concise style. 
The value of the work, too, Is strongly enhanced by the numerous and beautiful drawings, which are in the 
first style of excellence.”— London Medical Journal . 

"We most earnestly recommend this werk to the student who wishes to acquire knowledge, and to the 
practitioner who wishes to refresh his memory, as a most faithful picture of practical Midwifery ; and we can 
with justice say, that altogether it Is one of the best books we have read on the subject of Obstetric Medi- 
cine.”— Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

"All the organs concerned in the process of parturition, and every step of this process, in all Its different 

forms, are illustrated with admirable plates When we call to mind the toil we underwent In 

acquiring a knowledge of this subject, we cannot but envy the student of the present day the aid which this 

work will afford him We recommend the student who desires to master this difficult subject with 

the least possible trouble, to possess himseir at once pf a copy of this work.”— American Journal qf the Me- 
dical Sdencee. 

"It is Intended expressly for students and junior practitioners in Midwifery ; It is, therefore, as ft ought to 
be, elementary, and will not consequently, admit of an elaborate and extended review. Our chief object 
now is to state our decided opinion, that this work is by far the best that has appeared in this country, for 
those who seek practical information upon Midwifery, conveyed In a clear and concise style. The value of 
the work, too, is strongly enhanced by the numerous and beautiful drawings by Bagg, which are in the first 
style of excellence. Every point of practical importance is Illustrated, that requires the aid of the engraver 
to fix it upon the mind, and to render it clear to the comprehension of the student.”— London Medical 
Gazette. 

" We feel much pleasure in recommending to the notice of the profession one of the cheapest and most ele- 
gant productions of the mediosl press of the present day. The text Is written In a clear, concise, and simple 
style. We offer our most sincere wishes that the undertaking may enjoy all the success which it so well 
merits.”— Dublin Medical Preoe. 

" We strongly recommend the work of Dr. Ramsboiham to all our obstetrical readers, especially to those 
Who are entering upon practice. It Is not only one of the cheapest, but one of the most beautiful works in 
Midwifery.”— Btitieh and Foreign Medical Review. 

"Among the many literacy undertakings with which the Medical press at present teems, there are few that 
deserve a warmer recommendation at our hands than the work— we might almom say the obstetrical library, 
comprised in a single volume— which is now before us. Few works surpass Dr. Ramsbotham’s in beauty and 
eleganceof getting up, and in the abundant and excellent engravings with which it is Illustrated. We hear- 
tily wish the volume the success which H merits, and we have no doubt that before long it will occupy a 
place in every medical library in the kingdom. The illustrations are admirable; they are the joint production 
of Bagg and Adlsrd, and comprise within the series the best obstetrical plates of our best obstetrical authors, 
ancient and modern. Many of the engravings are calculated to fix the eye as much by their excellence of 
execution, and thejr beauty as works of an, as by their fidelity to nature and anatomical accuracy.”— The 
Lancet. 

" This is a work of unusual interest and importance to students and physicians. It Is from the pen of Dr. 
Bamsbolbam, consulting physician in obstetric cases of ths London Hospital, and embodies In one volume 
tbe Principles and Practice ofObsieuic Medicine and Surgery. The treatise is admirably written, and illus- 
trated by a great variety of engravings: Indeed everything in the obstetric art, capable of being explained 
by engravings, Is displayed to tbe eye in these admirably executed prints. A medical correspondent of the 
Hew York American, says, that the ‘universal voice of the British journals accords in commending this 
work to the profession, as one of the best elementary treatises in the langusge,’ and we can only say, in addi- 
tion, that the American publishers have, as far as we can judge from the execution of the plaiee In their edi- 
tion, done full justice to theoriginal work. Ws sincerely hope that it may meet with entire euccetf, and we 
cannot doubt that, when its merits are fully known, it will be found in every medical library in the country.” 
—Saturday Evening Poet. 
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Now Ready , 


CHEMISTRY FOR STUDENTS. 


ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY, THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL 

Bt GEORGE FOWNES, Ph. D., 

Chemical Lecturer in the Middlesex Hospital Medical School, dec. dec. 

With Numerous Illustrations. Edited, with Additions, 

By ROBERT BRIDGES, M. D., 

Professor of General and Pharmaceutical Chemistry in the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, &c., &c. 

In one large duodecimo volume, sheep or extra cloth. 

This is among the cheapest volumes on Chemistry yet presented to the pro* 
fession. The character of the work is such as should recommend it to all col- 
leges in want of a text-book as an introduction tq the larger and more advanced 
systems, such as Graham’s and others. The great advantage which it possesses 
over all the other elementary works on the same subject now before the public, 
is the perfect manner in which it is brought up to the day on every point, em- 
bracing all the latest investigations and discoveries of importance, in a concise 
and simple manner, adapted to the time and comprehension of students com- 
mencing the science. It forms a royal 12mo. volume of 460 large pages, on small 
type, embellished with over one hundred ah d sixty wood engravings, which 
will be found peculiarly instructive as to the practical operations of the labora- 
tory, and the new and improved methods of experimenting. 

It has already been adopted as a Text-book by Professor Silliman of Yale Col- 
lege, and by other Colleges in different parts of the country. 


Extract from a letter from Professor Millington, qf 
William, and Mary College , Fa. 

“I hare perused the booh with much pleasure, and 
find it a most admirable work; and, to my mind, such 
a one as is just now much needed in schools and col* 
leges. • * • All the books I have met with ou che- 
mistry are either too puerile or too erudite, and I con- 
fess Dr. Fownes 1 book seems to be the happiest medium 
I have seen, and admirably suited to fill up the hiatus.” 

Extract from a letter from Professor W. E. A. Atkin, qf 
the University qf Maryland. 

“ The first cursdry examination left me prepossessed 
in its favour, and a subsequent more careful review 
hat con firmed these first impressions. I shall certainly 
recommend ft to my classes, and ieel sure that they 
will profit by using ft during the session of lectures. 

“As a judicious compendium, I think Fownes’ Che- 
mistry cannot fail to be highly useful to the class of 
readers for whom it was designed.” 

“Mr. Fo woes’ work, although consisting of only a 
single thick 12mo. volume, includes a notice of almost 
every branch of the subject, nothing of any importance 


being omitted, and appears to us extreifiely well 
adapted as a text-book for the pupil attending a comae 
of lectures ou chemistry. Indeed we have no doubt 
that it will ultimately become the medical student’s 
favourite manual.”— DuMin Medical Press. 

“ Having examined it with some attention, we feel 
qualified to recommend it to our younger readers as pn 
admirable exposition of the present state of chemical 
science, simply and clearly written, and displaying a 
thorough practioal knowledge of its details, as well as 
a profound acquaintance with its principles.” — British 
and Foreign Medical Review. 

“Numerous and useftil as are the works extant on 
the Science of Chemistry. we are nevertheless pre- 
pared to admit that the author Of this publication has 
made a valuable addition to them by offering die stu- 
dent and those in general who desire took tain informa- 
tion, an Accurate compendium of the state of chemical 
science; which is, moreover, well illustrated by ap- 
propriate an£ neatly executed wood engravings. * • 
After what we have stated of this work, our readers 
will not be surprised that it has our hearty commends- 
lion, and that, incur opinion, it is calculated, and at a 
trifling expense, -to spread the doctrines of the intricate 
science which it so clearly explains.*—^ Medico- Chi- 
rurgical Review. 
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“This it an unjiretendiig, hut decidedly valuable h» more abstruse fubjeots. fetch a treatise is the one 
treatise l on the element* of chemistry, theoretical and wbieli we have now the pleasure of iutroducieg' to our 
practical. Dr. tiridges has a perfect idea of what is readers ; no manual of chemistry with which we have 
nefeded, and the preparation of this excellent guide met comes so near meeting the wants of the beginner, 
should have the countenance of all public instructors, All the prominent troths of the science, up to the pre- 
aad especially those of ''Medical stadonta ”— Boston sent time, will he found given la It with the utmost 
Med. 4: Sufg. Journal. practicable bAvity. The style is admirable for hs 

“ This is a very excellent manual for the use of stu- conciseness and clearness. Many wood-cuts are 
dents and junior practitioners, being sufficiehtly full supplied, by wffich processes are made intelligible* 
and complete £n the elements of the science, without TheAutbor expresses' regasfo that. Be could not enter 
omitting any necessary information, or extending too more l*%ely iato nifMltAwAni^ty, hut his details 
far into detail. It is written in a clear and concise will be found to embrace we movt important facts in 
style, and UlRSpAted by a duffieient number of w#U thin ImehestU* branitiof the scknfce. )We shall re- 
axeented wood-cuts and diagrams. The Editor has commend his r^i^i to our class next winter. 77 — The 
executed his task in a creditable manner, and we have Western Journal jftMSjdiein^ and Surgery. 
no doubt the work will prow entirely satisfactory, as «* \Ve are presetted with a work, not only compre- 
an introduction to th<r«ci«tt* of which it treat*. 77 — N. hcnslvi as regards general principles, but full of prac- 
Y. Journal ofiStd . f tMrgary. ■- tidal details of the wdrirfng prOCdtseiw the scientific 

* Be had s ut eee dr d in comprising the matter -of his laboratory,* and iii addition, ’it eoWafaa* 7 iWlneroda 
work, in 4Q0 dnodeeimo pages, which, assuredly, is a wood engravings, showing- the most useful * forms of 
recommendation of the volume as a text-book for stu- apparatus, with their adjustments and methods of use. 
dents. In this respect it has advantages over any “The Original wor^Jttving been ftjll and complete, 
treatise which has y«t been offered to American stu- a« far as the licnits^of Mich a Volmne Would permit, 
dents. The difficulty in alaxt-book of chemistry is to and on every poiutbKmght up to the date of its publi- 
treat the subject with sufficient fullness without going cation (in September laht,> the task of the editor has 
ido much into detail. For students comparatively been to add any important matter which appeared 
ignorant of chemical science, the larger systems are since, and to correct such typographical errors as had 
unprofitable companions in their attendance upon leo- escaped die author. That this task has been well 
mres. They need a work of a more elementary cha- ^ ^ p or f onhe ^ | the known 26 al and competency 
racter, by which they may be inducted into the first of q t Bridges afibrd a sufficient guarantee. 77 — Tha 
principles of the science, and prepared for mastering Medical Examiner. 

. i y ■?. ■ 

■ — — 1 

GRAHAMS CHEMISTRY. 


THE ELEMENTS OF CHEMISTRY. 

INCLUDING THE APPLICATION OF THE SCIENCE TO THE ARTS. 

With Numerous ntustrations. 

BY THOMAS GRAHAM, JYR.S.L. and E. D. 

Professor of Chemistiy in University College, London, Ac. Ac. 

vim ms him ADmnoNs, 

BY ROBERT BRIDGES, M.D., &c. &c. 

In ' One Vol. Octavo. 

. The great advancement recently made in all branches pf chemical investigation, ien* 
ders necessary an enlarged work which shall clearly elucidate the numerous discoveries, 
especially in the department connected with organic Chemistry and Physiology,, in 
which such gigantic strides have been made during the last few years. The present 
treatise is considered by eminent judges to fulfil these indications, and to be pecu- 
liarly adapted to the necessities Pf the advanced medical student ana practitioner. In 
adapting it to the wants of the American profession, the editor has endeavoured to render 
hie portion of the work worthy the exalted reputation of the first chemist of England. 
It is already introduced in many of the Colleges, and has universal approbation. 

Though so recently published, it haB been translated into German, by Dr. F. Julius 
Otto, the eminent professor at Brunswick; and has already passed to a second edition. 
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A NSW MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 


In one Volume, large 19mo M now ready, at a low price. 


A DICTIONARY OF 

THE TERMS USED IN MEDICINE 


AND 

THE COLLATERAL SCIENCES; 

Bt RICHARD D. HOBLYN, A.M., Oxon. 
FIRST AMERICAN, FROM THE SECOND LONDON EDITION. 


REVISED, WITH NUMEROUS ADDITIONS. 

BY ISAAC HAYS, M.D., 

EDITOR 07 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL 07 TH1 X1DI0AL SCIENCES. 

Believing that a work of this kind would be useful to the profession in 
this country, the publishers have issued an edition in a neat form for the 
office table, at a low price. Its object is to serve as an introduction to the 
larger and more elaborate Dictionaries, and to assist the student commenc- 
ing the study of Medicine, by presenting in a concise form an explanation 
of the terms most used in Medicine and the collateral sciences, by giving 
the etymology and definition in a manner as simple and clear as possible, 
without going into details ; and bringing up the work to the present time 
by including the numerous terms lately introduced. This design the author 
has so ably executed as to elicit the highest encomiums of the medical 
press, a few of the testimonies of which are subjoined. 

It has been edited with especial reference to the wants of the American 
practitioner, the native medicinal plants being introduced, with the for- 
mula for the various officinal preparations ; and the whole being made to 
conform to the Pharmacopoeia of the United States. It is now ready in 
one neat royal duodecimo volume of four hundred pages in double co- 
lumns. — 

Extract from a Letter from Professor Watts of the College of Physicians and Surgeons , N. York. 

tl It is a valuable book for those more advanced in the profession, but especially for 
students of Medicine, and I shall take pleasure in recommending it to my class during 
the coming session.” 

OPINIONS OP THE PRESS. 

“ We hardly remember to have seen so much valuable matter condensed into 
such a small compass as this little volume presents. The first edition was pub- 
lished in 1835, and the present may be said to be almost re-written, introducing 
the most recent terms on each subject. The Etymology, Greek, Latin, dec., is 
carefully attended to, and the explanations are clear and precise. Wo cannot too 
strongly recommend this small and cheap volume to the library of every student and 
everypractitioner.” — Medico- Chirurglcal Review. 

“ We gave a very favourable account of this little book on its first appearance, 
and we have only to repeat the praise with increased emphasis. It is, for its size, 
decidedly the best book of the kind, and ought to be in the possession of every 
student. Its plan is sufficiently comprehensive, and it contains an immense mass 
of necessary information in a very small compass.” — British and Foreign Medi- 
cal Review . 

M A work much wanted, and very ably executed.” — London Medical Journal . 

44 This compendious volume is well adapted for the use of students. It contains 
a complete glossary of the terms used in medicine — not only those in common 
use, but also the more recent and less familiar names introduced by modem wri- 
ters. The introduction of tabular views of different subjects is at enee compre- 
hensive and satisfactory.”— Medical Gazette . 

“ Concise and ingenious.” — Johnson's Medico- Chirur. Journal . 

u It is a very learned, pains-taking, complete, and useful work— « Dictionary 
absolutely necessary in a medical library.”— Spectat or. 
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UIB&T PUBLISHED. 

A NEW EDITION OF 

ETJMA1T PHYSIOLOGY, 

REVISED AND XDCH IMPROVED. 

PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY, 

WITH THU* CHIEF APPLICATIONS TO 

PATHOLOGY, HYGIENE & FORENSIC MEDICINE. 

By WILLIAM B. CARPENTER, M.D., F.R.S., Ac. 

SECOND AMERICAN, FROM A NEW AND REVISED LONDON EDITION. 

WITH NOTES AND ADDITIONS, 

BY MEREDITH CLYMER, M.D., &c., 

With Two Hundred and Sixteen Wood -cut and other Illustrations. 

In one octavo volume, of about 650 closely and beautifully printed pages. 

The very rapid sale of a large impression of the first edition is an evidence of the merits of this 
valuable work, and that it has been duly appreciated by the profession of this country. The pub- 
lishers hope that the present edition will be found still more worthy of approbation, not only from 
the additions of the author and editor, but also from its superior execution and the abundance of 
its illustrations. NO less than eighty-five wood-cuts and another lithographic plate will be fonnd 
to have been added, affording the most material assistance to the student. 

u We have much satisfaction in declaring our opinion that this work is the best systematic treat- 
ise on physiology in our own language, and the beat adapted for the stndent existing in any lan- 
guage.” — Medico- Chirwrgical Review. 


KOW READY. 

A NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION OF 

PERCTSSOSPS OPERATIVE STOO-ERY- 

A SYSTEM OF PRACTICAL SURGERY. 

By WILLIAM FERGUSSON, F.R.S.E. 

Second American Edition, Revised and Improved. 

With two hundred and fifty-two illustrations from drawings by baqo, engraved by 

GILBERT, WITH NOTES AND ADDITIONAL ILLUSTRATIONS, 

BY GEORGE W. NORRIS, M.D., &c. 

In one beautiful octavo volume of six hundred and forty large pages. 

The publishers commend to the attention of the profession this new and improved edition of 
Fergutton’s standard work, as combining cheapness and elegance , with a clear, sound and practical 
treatment of eveiy subject in surgical science. Neither pains nor expense have been spared to 
make it worthy or the reputation which it has already acquired, and or which the rapid exhaustion 
of the first edition is sufficient evidence. It is extensively used as a text-book in many medical 
oolleget throughout the country. 

The object and nature of this volume are thua described by the author The present work 
has not been produced to compete with any already before the Profession $ the arrangement, the 
manner in which the subjects have been treated, and the illustrations, are all different from any of 
the kind in the English language. It is not intended to be placed in comparison with the elemen- 
tary systems of Cooper, Burns, Liston, Symes, Lizars, and that excellent epitome of Mr. DruitL— 
It may with more propriety be likened to the Operative Surgery of Sir C. Bell, and that of Mr. 
Averill, both excellent in their day, or the more modern production of Mr. Hargrave, and the 
Practical Surgery of Mr. Liston. There are subjects treated of in this relume, however, which 
none of these gentlemen have noticed ; and the author is sufficiently sanguine to entertain the idea 
that this work may in some degree assume that relative position in British Surgery, which the 
classical volumes of Velpeau and Malgaigne occupy on the Continent.” 

“ If we were to say that this volume by Mr. Fergusson, is one excellently adapted to the stu- 
dent, and the yet inexperienced practitioner of surgery, we should restrict unduly its range. It it 
of the kind which every medical man ought to have by him for ready reference, as a guide to the 
prompt treatment of many accidents and injuries, which whilst he hesitates, may be followed by 
incurable defecta, and deformities of structure, if not by death itself. In drawing to a close our 
notice of Mr. Fergnssoh’s Practical Surgery, wo cannot refrain from again adverting to the nume- 
rous and beautifol illustrations by wood-cuts, which contribute so admirably to elucidate the de- 
scriptions in the text. Dr. Norris hae, as usual, acquitted himself judiciously in hie office of 
annotator. Hie additions are strictly practical and to the point.” — Bulletin ef Medical Science* 
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LAT8LY TUBLXt &MB, 

A NEW EDITION OF 


WILSON’S HUMAN ANATOMY, 

Much Improved. 


ii ansrsaixsr &sNtfB<Drar» 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL. 

IT SRASKVi WILSON, M.D., • 

Lecturer on Anatomy, London. 

SECOND AMERICAN EDITION, EDITED BY 

PAUL B. GODDARD, AM., M.D., 

Lecturer on Anatomy and Demonstrator in the University of Pennsylvania, %c. 

WITH OVER TWO HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS, 

Beautifully Printed from the Second London Edition. 

in one very neat octavo volume. 

From the Preface to Ike Second American Edition. 

<f The very rapid sale of the first edition of this work, is evidence of its appreciation by .the pro- 
fession, and is most gratifying to the author and American editor. In preparing the present edition 
no pains have been spared to render it as complete a manual of Anatomy for the medical student as 
possible. A chapter on Histology has therefore been prefixed, and a considerable number of new 
cuts added. Among the latter, are some very fine ones of the nerves which were almost wholly 
omitted from the original work. Great care has also been taken to have this edition correct, and 
the cats carefully and beautifully worked, and it is confidently believed that it will give satisfaction, 
offering a further inducement to its general use as a Text-book in the various Colleges.” 

“ Mr. Wilson, before the publication of this work, was very favourably known to the profession 
by his treatise on Practical and Surgical Anatomy ; and, as this is the Second American Edition, 
from the second London Edition, since 1840, any special commendation of the high value of the 

E resent work, on our part, would be supererogatory. Besides the work has been translated at Ber- 
n, and overtures were repeatedly made to the Loadon publisher for its reproduction in France^- 
The work is, undoubtedly, a complete system of human anatomy, brought up to the present day.— 
The illustrations are certainly very beautiful, the originalshaving been expressly designed and exe- 
cuted for this work by the celebrated Bagg of London; and, in the American- edition they have 
been copied in a masterly and spirited manner. As a text-book in tbo various college* we would 
cbmmend it in the highest terms .” — New York Journal qf Medicine. 


CHURCHIT<Ij’S_ MIDWIFERY. 

ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY, 

* BY FLEETWOOD CHURCHILL, M.D., M.R.I.A., 

PHYSICIAN TO THE WESTERN LYING- IN-HOSPITAL, ETC., ETC. 

WITH 2TOTBS AXVD ADDITIONS 

BY ROBERT HUSTON, M.D., 

Professor in the Jefferson Medical College, &c., &c. 

And One Hundred and Sixteen Illustrations, 

Engraved by Gilbert from Drawings by Bagg and others. 

In one volume, octavo. 

This work commends itself to the notice Of the profession from the high reputation of the author 
and editor, and the number and beauty of its illustrations. Besides accurate directions for 
THE PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY , 
a portion of the work is also devoted to 
THE PHYSIOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY 
connected with that essential branch of medical knowledge. 

*• It Is impossible to conceive a more useful or elegant manual : the letter-press contains all that 
the practical man can desire j the illustrations are very nuraefous, well chosen, and of the most ele- 
gant description, and the work has been brought out at a moderate price.” — Provincial Med. Jour. 

(< We expected a first rate production, and we have not been in the least disappoibted. Although 
we have many, very many valuable works on tokology, were we reduced to tne necessity of pos- 
sessing but one , and permitted to choose, we would unhesitatingly take Churchill.” — Western Med. 
and AWgr- Journal. 

This work is printed, illustrated and bound to match Carpenter’s Physiology, 
Fergusson’s Surgery and Wilson’s Anatomy, and the whole, with Watson’s Prac- 
tice* Pereira’s Materia Medica and Graham’s Chemistry, are extensively used in 
the various colleges. 
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PEREIRA’S MATERIA MEDICA. 

WITH NEAR THREE HUNDRED ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD. 

A XfSW EDXTXOir STOW RBA OTT. 

THE ELEMENTS OF MATERIA MEEIGA AND THERAFEUTIGS. 

COMPREHENDING THE NATURAL HISTORY, PREPARATION, PROPERTIES, COMPO- 
SITION, EFFECTS, AND USES OF MEDICINES. 

BY JONATHAN PEREIRA, M.D., F.R.S. and L. S. 

Member of the Society of Pharmacy of Paris ; Examiner in Materia Mediea and Pharmacy of the 
University of London; Lecturer on Materia Mediea at the London Hospital, &&, fee. 

Second American, from the last London Edition, enlarged and improved. With Notes and Additions 

BY JOSEPH CARSON, M.D., 

In two volumes, octavo. 

Part I, contains the General Action and Classification of Medicines and the Mineral Materia Me- 
dica. Part II, the Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms, and including diagrams explanatoiy of the 
Processes of the Pharmacopoeias, a tabular view of the History of the Materia Mediea, from the 
earliest times to the present day, and a very copiouB index. From the last London Edition, which 
has been thoroughly revised, with the Introduction of the Processes of the New Edinburgh Phar- 
macopoeia, and containing additional articles on Mental Remedies, Light, Heat, Cold, Electricity, 
Magnetism, Exercise, Dietetics and Climate, and many additional Wood-cuts, Illustrative of Phar- 
maceutical Operations, Crystallography, Shape and Organisation of the Feculas of Commerce, and 
the Natural History of the Materia Mediea. 

The object of the author has been to supply the Medical Student with a Class Book on Materia 
Mediea, containing a faithful outline of this Department of Medicine, which should embrace a con- 
cise account of the most important discoveries in Natnral History, Chemistry, Physiology* and The- 
rapeutics, in so far as they pertain . to Pharmacology, and treat the subjects in the order of their 
natural historical relations. 

The opportnnity has been embraced in passing this New Edition through the bands of the Editor, 
Dr. Carson, to make such additions as were required to the day, and to correct such errors as had 
passed the inspection of the Author and Editor of the first edition. It may now be considered as 
worthy the entire confidence of the Physician and Pharmaceutist as a standard work. 

This great Library or Cyclopedia of Materia Mediea has been fblly revised, the errors corrected, 
and numerous additions made by DR. JOSEPH CARSON, Professor of Materia Mediea and Phar- 
macy ill the “College of Pharmacy ,” and forms Two Volumes, octavo, of near 1600 large and 
closely printed pages. It may be fully relied upon as a permanent and standard work for the coun- 
try — embodying, os it does, full references to the U. S. Aiarmacopoeia and an account of the Medi- 
cal Plants indigenous to Hie United States. 

“ An Encyclopaedia of knowledge in that department of medical science — by the common con 
sent of the profession the most elaborate and scientific Treatise on Materia Mediea in our lan- 
guage.” — Western Journal qf Medicine and Surgery. 

" Upon looking over the American edition of the Materia Mediea of Dr. Pereira, we have seen no 
reason to alter the very favourable opinion expressed in former numbers of this Journal. (See Am. 
Med. Journal, XXIV, 413, and N. S., I. 192.) We are glad to perceive that it has been repub- 
lished here without curtailment. Independently of the injustice done to an author by putting torth 
an abbreviated edition of his works, without his superintendence or consent, such a course would 
in the present, instance have been unjust also to the public, as one of the chief recommendations 
of Dr. Pereira’s treatise is its almost encyclopedic copiousness. We turn to its pages with 
the expectation of finding information upon all points of Materia Mediea, and would have good 
reason to complain were this expectation disappointed by the scissors of an American Editor. 
Indeed, the main defect of the work, in relation to American practitioners, was the want of 
aufficieni notices of the medicines and preparations peculiar to this country. In the edition 
before us this defect has been supplied by the Editor, Dr. Joseph Carson, who was, in a high 
degree qualified for the task, and, so far as we are able to judge from a very partial perusal, has 
executed it with judgment and fidelity. The nomenclature and preparations of our national 
standard have been introduced when wanting in the English edition, and many of onr medical 
plants, either briefly noticed or altogether omitted by Dr. Pereira, because unknown in Europe, 
have been sufficiently described. We must repeat the expression of our opinion thst the work will 
bo found ah invaluable storehouse of information for the physician and medical teacher, and con- 
gratulate the profession of this country that it is now placed within their reach.” — Am. Med.Joum . 

“ To say that these volumes on Materia Mediea and Therapeutics, by Dr. Pereira, are comprehen- 
sive, learned and practical, and adapted to the requirements of the practitioner, the advanced stu- 
dent, as well as tne apothecary, expresses the opinion, we will venture to assert, of nearly every 
judge of the Bnbject, but fails to convey to those who are not acquainted with the work, a definite 
idea of its really distinctive traits, according to our general usage, we shall, therefore, proceed to 
place these before our readers, bo that they may know what it is, and why we praise. Valuable 
and various as are the contents of the volumes of Dr. Pereira, we have no hesitation in assert- 
ing, despite the adverse cant in some quarters on the subject of the American additions to English 
works, that the value of the present edition is enhanced by the appropriate contributions of 
Dr. Carson, who has introduced succinct histories of the most important indigenous medicines of 
the United States Pharmacopoeia.” — Select Med . Library . 
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THE SURGICAL WORKS _0F SIR ASTLEY COOPER. 

LEA. A BLANCHARD bars now completed the last volume of the illustrated works of Sir Astley Cooper. 
They form an elegant series; tbs works on Hernia, the Testis, the Thymus Gland and thermal, being print- 
ed, illustrated and bound to match, in imperial octavo with numerous LITHOGRAPHIC PLATES, while the 
Treatise on Dislocations is in a neat medium octavo form, with NUMEROUS WOOD-CUTS similar to the 
last London Edition. 

COOPER ON THE 

ANATOMY AND DISEASES OF THE BREAST, &o, 

JUST PUBLISHED. ’ ' 

This large and beautiful volume contains THE ANATOMY OF THE BREAST; 
THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY OF THE MAMMARY GLANDS; 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE DISEASES OF THE BREAST; 

And Twenty-five Miscellaneous Surgical Papers, now first published in a collected form. 
Bt SIR ASTLEY COOPER, Baht., F.R.S..&C. 

The whole in one large imperial octavo volume, Illustrated with two hundred anti filly-two figures on 
thirty six Lithographic Plate* ; well and strongly bound. 

SIR ASTLEY COOPER ON HERNIA, 

VYtk One Hundred and Thirty Figure* in Lithography. 

m ANATOMY AND SUHBICAI TREATMENT OF 

ABDOMINAL HERNIA. 

By Sir ASTLEY COOPER, Bart. 

Edited by C. Aston Ket, Surgepn to Guy’s Hospital, &c. 

This Important work of Sir Astley is printed from the authorised second edition, published in London, in 
large super-royal folio, and edited by hia nephew, Profeesor Key. It contains all the Plates and all the Let- 
terpress— there are no omissions, interpolations, or modifications— it is the complete work in 

One Large Imperial Octavo Volume. 

WITH OYER 110 FIGURES OR M PLATES, ARD OYER 400 LARGE PAGES OF LETTERPRESS. 

The correctness of the Plates is guaranteed by a revision and close examination under the eye of a distin- 
guished Surgeon of this city. 

ANOTHER VOLUME OF THE SERIES CONTAINS HIS TREATISE 

ON THE STRUCTURE AND DISEASES OF THE TESTIS. 

Illustrated by 120 Figures. From the Second London Edition. 

By BRANSBY B. COOPER, Esq. 

AND ALSO 

ON THE ANATOMY OF THE THYMUS GLAND. 

Illustrated by 57 Figures. 

The two works together In one beautiful imperial octavo volume, illustrated with twenty-nine plates In 
the best style of lithography, and printed and bound to match. 


C00FEH ON FBACTURES AND DISL0BATI0NS, 

WITH NUMEROU8 WOOD-CUTS. 

A TREATISE ON DISLOCATIONS AND FRACTURES OF THE JOINTS. By SIR ASTLEY COOPER, 
Baet., F. R. S., Sergeant Surgeon to the King, Ac. 

A new edition mueh enlarged ; edited by BRANSBY COOPER, F.R.S., Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, with ad- 
ditional Observations from Professor John C. Wabrkn, of Boston. With numerous engravings on wood, 
after designs by Bagg, a memoir and a splendid portrait of Sir Astley. In one oclavojvolume. 

The peculiar value of this, aa of all Sir Astley Cooper’s works, consists in its eminently practical character. 
His nephew, Bransby B. Cooper, from his own experience^ has added a number of cases. Besides this, Sir 
Astley left behind him very considerable additions in MS for the express purpose of being introduced into this 
edition. The volume is embellished with ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE WOOD-CUTS, and 
contains the history of no less than three hundred and aixty-one cases, thus embodying the records of a life of 
practice of the Author and his various editors. There are also additional Observations from notes thrashed 
by John C. Warren, M.D., the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in Harvard University. 

“ After the fiat of the profession, it would be absurd in us to eulogise Sir Astley Cooper’s work on Fractures 
and Dislocations, It is a national one, and will probably subsist as long as English surgery.”— Mtdico-Chintr- 
trical AMfiD. ° * 


^Google 





LEA A BLANCHARD’S PUBLICATIONS. 


87 


LATELY PUBLISHED. 

MEIGS’ TRANSLATION 

COLOMBAT DE L’ISERE ON THE DISEASES OF FEMALES. 

A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF FEMALES, 

A!fT> OH 

THE SPECIAL HYGIENE OF THEIR SEX. 

WITH NUMEROUS W00D-CUT8. 

BY COLOMBAT DE L’ISfcRE, M.D., 

Chevalier of the Legion qf Honor; late Surgeon to the Hospital of the Rue de Valois , devoted to the Diseasti of 

Females, $c., ire. 

TRANSLATED, WITH MANY NOTES AND ADDITIONS, 

By C. D. MEIGS, M.D., 

Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children in the Jefferson Medical College, ,4*c., %c. 

In One Large Volume, 8vo. 

t( We are satisfied it is destined to take the front rank in this department of medical science; it is 
beyond all comparison, the most learned Treatise on the Diseases of Females that has ever been 
written, there being more than one thousand distinct authorities quoted and collected by the inde- 
fatigable author. It is in fact a complete exposition of the opinions and practical methods of all 
the celebrated practitioners of ancient and modern times. The Editor and Translator has per- 
formed his part in a manner hardly to be surpassed. The translation is faithful to the original, and 
yet elegant. More than one hundred pages of original matter have been incorporated in the text, 
constituting a seventh part of the whole volume .’’— New York Journal qf Medicine . 


ASHWELL ON THE DISEASES OF FEMALES, 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE 

DISEASES PECULIAR TO WOMEN, 

ILLUSTRATED BY CASES DERIVED FROM HOSPITAL AND PRIVATE PRACTICE. 

By SAMUEL ASHWELL, M.D., 

Member of the Royal College of Physician.; Obstetric Physician and Lecturer to Guy’a Hospital, Ac. 

WITH ADDITIONS. 

By PAUL BECK GODDARD, M.D. / ‘ 

f The whole complete in one Large Octavo Volume. 

« The moat able, and certainly the most standard and practical work on female diseases that we 
have yet seen.” — Medico-Chirurgical Review. 


A NEW EDITION OF CHURCHILL ON FEMALES. 

THE DISEASES OF FEHAX.ES, 

INCLUDING THOSE OF ' 

By FLEETWOOD CHURCHILL, M.D,, 

Author of "Theory and Practice of Midwifery,” lus., Ac. 

THIRD AMERICAN, FROM THE SECOND LONDON EDITION. 

With niastration& Edited with Notes, 

Br ROBERT M. HUSTON, M.D., Ac., Ac. 

In One Volume, 8ro. 

« In complying with the demand of the profession in this country for a third edition , the Editor 
haa much pleasure in the opportunity thus afforded of presenting the work in its more perfect form. 
All the additional references and illustrations contained in the English copy, are retained in this.” 

TAYLOR’S JURISPRUDENCE. 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 

BY ALFRED S. TAYLOR. 

Lecturer on Medical Jarisprudencc and Chemistry at Guy’s Hospital. 

With numerous Notes and Additions, and References to American Law. 

BY R. E. GRIFFITH, M.D. 

In one volume, octavo, sheep. Also, done up in neat law aheep. 
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CONPIB ON CHILDREN. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE 

ON 

THE DISEASES OF CHILDREN, 

BY D. FRANCIS CONDIE, M. D. 

Fellow of the College of Physicians; Member of the American Philosophical Society, Sec. See. 

In one volume, octavo. 

The Publishers would particularly call the attention of the Profession to an examination 

of this work. 

“ Dr. Condie, from the very great labour which he has evidently bestowed upon this book, is entitled 
to our respect as an indefatigable and conscientious student ; but if we consider Hie results of hit 
labour, we cannot but admit his claim to a place in the very Erst rank of eminent writers on the 
practice of medicine. Regarding his treatise as a whole, it is more complete and accurate in its 
descriptions, while it is more copious and more judicious in its therapeutical precepts than any of 
its predecessors, and we feel persuaded that the American medical profession will yenr soon regard 
it, not only as a very good, but as the very best 4 Practical Treatise cm the Diseases oi Children.’ ” 
— Am. Med. Journal . 

THOMSON ON THE SICK ROOM. 

THE DOMESTIC MANABBMENT OP THE SICK ROOM, 

NECESSARY, IN AID OF MEDICAL TREATMENT, FOR THE 
CURE OF DISEASES. 

BY A. T. THOMSON, M. D., &c. &o. 

First American, from the Second London Edition. 

Edited by R. E. GRIFFITH, M. D. 

In one royal 12mo. volume, extra cloth, with cut$. 

“ There is no interference with the duties of the medical attendant, but sound, sensible, and 
clear advice what to do, and howto act, so as to meet unforeseen emergencies, and co-operate with 
professional skill.”— Literary Gazette. 

MXXiXiBR’S PRINCIPLES OF SURGERY. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF SURGERY. 

By JAMES MILLER, F.R.S.E., F.R.O.S.E., 

Professor of Surgery in the University of Edinburgh, Sec. 

In one neat 8vo. volume. 

To match in size with Fergusson’s Operative Surgery. 

“ No one eon peruse this work without the contiction that he has been addressed by an Accom- 
plished surgeon, endowed with no mean literary skill or doubtful good sense, and who knows how 
to grace or illumine his subjects with the later lights of our rapidly advancing physiology. The 
book deserves a strong recommendation, and must secure itself a general perusal.” — Medical Times • 

WH1LIAM6’ FATHOIKHff. 

PRINCIPLES OF MEDICINE, 

COMPRISING 

GENERAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, and a general view of ETIOLOGY, 
N080L0GY, 8EMEIOLOGY, DIAGNOSIS AND PROGNOSIS. 

BY CHARLES J. B. WILLIAMS, M.D., F.K.8., 

Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, etc. 1 

WITH ADDITIONS AND NOTES 

BY MEREDITH CLYMER, M. D. 

Lecnim o. the Itutiate. of Medieint, Ac. Ac. 

In one volume, 8vo. 

ALISON’S PAT HOLOGY. 

OUTLINES OF PATHOLO0Y ANB PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

BY WILLIAM PULTENEY ALISON, M. D., 

Professor of the Practice of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh, &c. fee. 

In Three Parts— Part I.— Preliminary Observations— Part II.— Inflammatory and Febrile Disease*# 
and hejart III.— Chronic or Non-Febrile Diseases. In one volume, octavo. 


Digitized by ^ooQie 




WORKS OH THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF MEDICME 

AND SCIENCE 

PUBLISHED BY LEA & BLANCHARD. 


ANATOMICAL ATLAS. One yol. 8vo. 

See Advertisement. 

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THE MEDI- 
CAL SCIENCES. See Advertisement. 
ANDRAL ON THE BLOOD. Pathologi- 
cal Haematology; An Essay on the Blood in 
Disease. Translated by J. F. Meigs and Alfred 
Stille. In one octavo volume, cloth. 

ARNOTT’S PHYSICS. The Elements of 

Physics, in Plain, or Non-Technical Language. 
A New Edition. Edited by Isaac Hays. One 
octavo volume, sheep. With numerous cuts. 

ABERCROMBIE ON THE BRAIN. Pa- 
thological and Practical Researches on the 
Diseases of the Brain and Spinal Cord. A 
New Edition. In One volume, 8vo. 
ABERCROMBIE : ON THE STOMACH. 

Pathological -ted Practical Researches on Dis- 
eases of the Stomach, Intestinal Canal, &c. 
The Fourth Edition. In one vol. 8vo. 
ALISON’S PATHOLOGY. One vol. 8vo. 

See Advertisement. 

ASHWELL ON FEMALES. One vol. 

8vo. See Advertisement. 

BERZELIUS ON KIDNEYS, &c. The 

Kidneys and Urine. Translated by J. C. 
Booth and M. H. Boye. One 8vo. vol. cloth. 

BARTLETT ON FEVERS OF THE U. S. 

The History, Diagnosis, and Treatment of 
Typhus and Typhoid Fevers; and oa Bilious, 
Remittent and Yellow Fever. In one neat 
octavo volume, extra cloth. 

BARTLETT’S PHILOSOPHY OF MEDI- 
CINE. Essay on the Philosophy of Medical 
Science. In Two Parts. One neat octavo 
Volume, extra cloth. 

BILLING’S PRlNCIBUgh[OF MEDK 

CIMfe* Tkd FvWVrWflm of Medicine. 
From die Fourth Loitfbn Edition. In one 
octavo volume, cloth. 

BRIGHAM ON MENTAL EXCITE- 
MENT. The Influence of Mental Cultiva- 
tion, and Mental Excitement on Health. In 
one 12mo. volume, cloth. 

BRODIE ON URINARY ORGANS. Lec- 
tures on the Diseases of the Urinary Organs. 
In one small octavo volume, cloth. 

BRODIE ON THE JOINTS. Pathological 
and Surgical Observations on the Diseases of 
the Joints. In one small octavo volume clbth. 

BRODIE’S LECTURES ON PROMINENT 
POINT8 OF SURGERY. One volume, 8vo. 
BUCKLAND’S GEOLOGY. Geology and 
Mineralogy with Reference to Natural Theo- 
Hw A Bridgewater Treatise. Intwovols. 

Rvre^Wfrh numerous Maps, Plates, and Cuts. 
BREWWttR^S OPTICS. A Treatise on 
Optics. *mth numerous Wood Cuts. One vol- 
ume, 12mo. hdiWsid. 

CHELHJS ) SYSTOM OP StfRGERY. 

Edited by 8btfth and Norris. Now publishing 
in Pahs, td 'make 2 Volumes octavo. 

COLOMBAT DE L’lS&RE ON FE- 
MALES. A Treatise on the Diseases of Fe- 
male!, and on the Special Hygiene of their Sex. 
Translated by C. D. Meigs. In one large 8vo. 
vol. sheep. With Cuts. See Advertisement. 

CHAPMAN ON VISCERA, &c. &c. 1 

vol. 8vo. See Advertisement. 


CHAPMAN ON FEVERS, &c. 1 vol. 

8vo. See Advertisement. 

CARPENTER’S HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. 

See Advertisement. 

CARPENTER’S VEGETABLE PHYSIO- 
LOGY. Popular Vegetable Physiology. With 
Numerous Illustrations. In one neat 12mo. 
volume, extra cloth. • 

COOPER’S (Sir Astley,) GREAT WORK 
ON HERNIA. See Advertisement. 

COOPER, (Sir Astley,) ON THE TES- 
TIS, &c. See Advertisement. 

COOPER, (Sir Astley,) ON THE 
BREAST, Jtc. See Advertisement. 

COOPER ON DISLOCATIONS. Cue vol. 

8vo. See Advertisement. 

CON DIE Otf ‘CHILDREN. 1 vol. Svo. 

See Advertisement. 

CHURCHILL ON FEMALES. One vol. 

8 vo. See Advertisement. 

CHURCHILL’S MIDWIFERY. One vol. 

8vo. See Advertisement. 

CHI TTY’S MEDICAL JURISPRU- 
DENCE. A Practical Treatise on Medical 
Jurisprudence. With Explanatory Plates. In 
one octavo volume. 

CLATER AND SKINNER’S FARRIER. 

Every Man His own Farrier. Containing, the 
Causes, Symptoms, and most approved Me- 
thods of Cure of the Diseases of Horses. From 
the 28th London Edition. Edited by Skinner. 
In one 12mo. volume, cloth. 

CLATER AND YOUATFS CATTLE 

DOCTOR. Every Man his own Cattle Doctor. 
Containing the s Diseases of Oxen, Sheep, 

. Youatt, and revised by 

/ Winnm. JWKwHPrUuts, In one vol. 12mo. 

CYCLOP®D&\SF practical medi- 

CINE. In four large octavo volumes, con- 
taining, nearly 8200 large double celuf&nqd 
pages. See Advertisement. 

DEWEES’ MIDWIFERY. A Compre- 
hensive System of Midwifery ; chiefly designed 
for the use of Students. With many Engrav- 
ings. Tenth Edition, with the Author’s last 
corrections. In one octavo vblume, sheep. 

DEWEES ON CHILDREN. A Treatise 
on the Physical and Medical Treatment of 
Children. 8th Edition. In one 8vo. vol. sheep. 


DEWEES ON FEMALES. A Treatise on 

the Diseases of Females. Eighth Edition, 
revised apd corrected. In one octavo volume, 
sheep. With Plates. 

DUNGLISON’S PHYSIOLOGY. See Ad- 
vertisement. 

DUNGLISON’S MEDICAL DICTIONA- 

RY. See Advertisement. 

DUNGLISON’S PRACTICE. In two vols. 

8vo. See Advertisement. 

DUNGLISON ON NEW REMEDIES. 

1 vol. 8vo. See, Advertisement, 

DUNGLISON’S THERAPEUTICS AND 

MATERIA-MEDICA. Two vols. 8vo. See 
Advertisement. % 

DUNGLISON'S HYGIENE 0nevoL8m 

See Advertisement. 

DUNGLISON’S MEDICAL STUDENT, 

fee. One to). 12mo. See Advertisement. 
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DRUITTS SURGERY. The Principles 

and Practice of Modern Surg^y- Second 
American, from the Third London Edition. 
With 150 Wood Engravings. Edited by Flint. 
In one octavo volume, sheep. 

ELLIS’ FORMULARY. The Medical 

Formulary; a collection of Prescriptions from 
the most eminent Physicians of this country 
and of Europe. In one octavo volume, cloth. 

ESQUIROL ON INSANITY. Mental 

Maladies, considered in relation to Medicine, 
Hygifene, and Medical Jurisprudence. Trans- 
lated, with Additions, by E. K. Hunt, M. D. In 
one octavo volume, sheep. A neat work. 

FERGUSSON’S OPERATIVE SURGERY. 

One vol. 8vo. See Advertisement. 

FOWNES’ CHEMISTRY FOR STU 

DENTS. One vol., large l2mo. See Adver- 
tisement. 

GRAHAM’S CHEMISTRY. One vol. 8vo. 

See Advertisement. 

GUTHRIE ON THE BLADDER. The 

Anatomy of the Bladder and Urethra, and the 
Treatment of the Obstructions to which those 
passages are liable. In one vol., small octavo. 

HORNER’S ANATOMY. In two vols., 

8vo. sheep. See Advertisement. 

HARRIS ON MAXILLARY SINUS. Die- | 

sertation on the Diseases of the Maxillary 
8inus. In one small octavo volume, cloth. 1 

HOPE ON THE HEART. A Treatise on 

the Diseases of the Heart and Great Vessels. 
Edited by Pennock. In one vol. 8vo. with 
Plates. 

HARRISON ON THE NERVES. An 

Essay towards a Correct Theory of the Ner- 
vous System. In one octavo volume, sheep. 

HOBLYN’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 

One vol. large 12mo. See Advertisement. 

HERSCHELL’S ASTRONOMY. A Trea- 

tise on Astronomy. With numerous Wood* 
Cuts and Plates. Edited by S. C. Walker. 
In one 12mo. volume, half bound. 

KIRBY ON ANIMALS. The History, 

Habits, and Instinct of Animals. A Bridge- 
water Treatise. In one large 8vo. vol. Plates. 
LAWRENCE ON THE EYE. A Trea- 
tise on the Diseases of the Eye. Edited by 
Isaac Hays. In one large octavo volume, 
sheep. With Cuts. 

LAWRENCE ON RUPTURES. A Trea- 
tise on Ruptures. From the 5th London Ed. 
MAURY’S DENTAL SURGERY. A 

Treatise on the Dental Art, founded on Actual 
Experience. Illustrated by 241 lithographic 
figures, and 54 wood cuts. Translated by J. 
B. Savier. In one octavo volume, sheep. 

MILLER’S PRINCIPLES OF SURGERY. 

One vol. 8vo. See Advertisement. 

MULLER’S PHYSIOLOGY. Elements of 

Physiology. Translated from the German by 
W. Baly, M. D., and rovised by John Bell, M. D. 
In one large octavo volume. 

POPULAR MEDICINE, by Coates. Pop- 
ular Medicine, or Family Adviser. In one 
octavo volume, sheep. With Cuts. 

PHILIP ON INDIGESTION. A Treatise 
on Protracted Indigestion, and its Conse- 
quences. In one small octavo volume, cloth. 

PROUT ON THE STOMACH. On the 

Nature and Treatment of Stomach and Renal 
Diseases. In one 8vo. vol. With colored plates. 


PEREIRA’S MATERIA MEDICA. Two 

vols. 8vo. See Advertisement. 

ROGET’S PHYSIOLOGY. Animal and 
Vegetable Physiology. With many Wood Cuts* 
A Bridgewater Treatise. In two octavo vo)s» 

ROGET’S OUTLINES OF PHYSIOLOGY. 

Outlines of Physiology and Phrenology. In 
one large octavo volume. 

RIGBY’S MIDWIFERY. A System of Mid- 

wifery. With Cuts. In one octavo volume. 

RAMSBOTHAM ON PARTURITION. 

One large 8vo. vol. See Advertisement. 

ROBERTSON ON TEETH. A Practical 

Treatise on the Human Teeth, with Plates. 
One small octavo volume, cloth. 

RICORD ON VENEREAL. A Practical 

Treatise on Venereal Diseases; or, Critical 
and Experimental Researches in Inoculation, 
with a Therapeutical Summary, and a Special 
Formulary. In one small octavo volume. 

SIMON’S CHEMISTRY OF MAN. In 

one octavo volume. 

TAYLOR’S MEDICAL JURISPRU- 

dence. See Advertisement. 

TRAILL’S MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

Outlines of a Course of Lectures on Medical 
Jurisprudence. Revised, with numerous 
Notes. In one small octavo volume. 

TRIMMER’S GEOLOGY. Practical Geo- 
logy and Mineralogy, with Instructions for 
Qualitative Analysis. With over 200 Wood 
Cuts. In one octavo volume, extra cloth. 

THOMSON’S SICK ROOM. One 12mo. 

volume. See Advertisement. 

WALSHE ON THE LUNGS. The Phy* 

sic al Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Lungs. 
In one neat 12mo. volume, extra doth. 

WATSON’S PRACTICE OF TOYS#. 

One large 8vo. vol. See Advertisement. * t 

WILSON’S ANATOMY. One vol. 8vo. 

See Advertisement. 

WILSON’S DISSECTOR. The Dissector. 

or Practical and Surgical Anatomy. With 106 
Illustrations. Modified and re-arranged, by 
P. B. Goddard, M. D. In one neat royal 12mo. 
volume, sheep. 

“ In this work we have another valuable aid 
to the student of Practical Anatomy.” — N. Y. 
Journal qf Medicine. 

WILSON ON THE SKIN. A Practical 

and Theoretical Treatise on the Diagnosis, 
Pathology, and Treatment of the Diseases of 
the Skin. In one octavo volume, cloth. 

WILLIAMS’ PATHOLOGY. In one vol. 

8vo. See Advertisement. 

WILLIAMS ON THE RESPIRATORY 

Organs, Ac. &c. One vol. 8vo. See Adver- 
tisement. 

YOU ATT ON THE HORSE. The Horse: 
containing a full account of the Diseases of 
the Horse, with their mode of Treatment; his 
anatomy, and the usual operations performed 
on him ; his breeding, breaking, and man- 
agement; and hints on bis soundness, and 

S urchase and sale. Together with a General 
[iatory of the Horae ; a dissertation on the 
American Trotting Horae, how trained and 
jockeyed, an account of hia remarkable per- 
formance*, and an Essay on the Ass and the 
Mule, by J. S. Skinner, Assistant Postmaster 
General, and Editor of the Turf Register. In 
one volume, octavo, with numerous Cuts. 
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THE 

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES, 

Edited by ISAAC HAYS, M.D., 

Published Quarterly on the first of January, April, July and October; 
each Number haring at least 264 large and closely printed pages. 

When necessary, cases are 

PHUT ILLUSTRATED WITH LITHOGRAPHIC PLATES AND WOOD CUTS. 

ALSO, 

THE MEDICAL NEWS AND LIBRARY, 

OF 32 LARGE PAGES, PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 

IS GIVEN GRATIS 

to Subscribers to The Journal who pay, by the first of February of each year, 
Five Dollars free of expense to the Publishers. 

Under the new law the postage on the Journal is reduced to about 13£ cents, 
per number, while the News and Library is sent through the mail as a News- 
paper. 

The Number of the Journal for January will soon go to press, so that persons 
wishing to subscribe should advise the publishers at once, as the whole quantity 
lor 1844 and ’45 was taken at an early day. 

The publishers do not deem it necessary to refer to the past course of the Journal. It 
is sufficient that for the last TWENTY-SIX YEARS it has received the approbation of 
the profession at home and abroad; but they would call attention to the extended and 
liberal arrangement existing and to be pursued that shall embody the latest intelligence 
from all quarters. 

Its pages will be devoted first to 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 

from all sections of the Union, with 

REVIEWS OF ALL NEW WORKS 

of interest, and 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES; 

while its QUARTERLY SUMMARY will embrace a full and extended 

RETROSPECT AND ABSTRACT 

from the various 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC JOURNALS. 

With reference to this department, the arrangements of the Publishers are so extensive as 
to embrace for the gleanings of the editor the various Journals from 

GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, GERMANY, 

IBISSm&IBIEa WS&WXq 

AND OTH-ER SECTIONS OF THE WORLD. 

Including as prominent among the English, 

BRAITHWAITE’S RETROSPECT, 
RANKING’S HALF YEARLY ABSTRACT, 
TEB L0HD01T L4.XTSBZ, 

THE L0IN1POK1 BflfiDOOAL YOR0KS, 

vuhb 
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THE MEDlCOrtHlBUBGICAL REVIEW, 

JEBM.YBMJRHH Jfko. i/.VD SU1 tO. JOUWYJVL, 

} Ad NTJ»IEROU$ OTHERS* 

'While from France 

THE GAZETTE MEDICALS DE PARIS— L’EXPE RIBNCE — REVUE MEDIQALE 
—JOURNAL DE ME DECIDE— JOURNAL DE8 CONNAI88ANCE8 MEDICO- 

CHIRURGICALES 

* and various others, with the 

; - ZEIT8CHRIFT FUR DIE GE8AMMTE MEDICIN, 
with several others from Germany, 

AND THE DENMARK BIBLIOTHEK FOR LiEGER, 
together with 

ALL THE AMERICAN JOURNALS, 

are put in requisition. 

It will thus be seen that the material for a full Summary of all 

NEW MATTERS AND IMPORTANT DISCOVERIES 

is full and ample, while the exertions of the Editor and the time of publication insure 
a fullness and newness to this department. 

All the late and important 

is fully recorded — while • 

THE MONTHLY NEWS 

furnishes the lighter and floating information, and embraces important Books for 

wax® x>ixm®xi®x ®®&xi®wm®$pw» 


Among those works already published in the Monthly Library and News, may be 

mentioned 

WATSON’S LECTURES ON THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC, 

as also 

BRODXE’S LECTURES OXT SURGERY, 

concluded this year, (1845.) 

The work selected to commence the year 1846* is a new one, 

HOYLE’S MANUAL OF MATERIA MEUICA AND THERAPEUTICS, 

now at press in England. 

The high character of the Author is a pledge of a valuable work, which will be sub- 
ject to a revision and editing in this country, and have numerous Cuts. 

Each Work in the Library is regularly paged so as to be bound separately. 

TBS TERMS ASS 

For the Medical Journal and News, if paid for by the first of February 

of each Year, and remitted free of cost to the Publishers, - - Five Dollars. 

For the Journal only, when ordered without funds, or paid for after the 

first of February of each year, Five Dollars. 

For the Medical News only, to be paid for always in advance, and free of 

cost, One Dollar. 

| CJ° In no case can The News be sent without pay in advance. 


|C7* This paper may be delivered to any physician if declined by the person 
to whom it is addressed, or if they have removed — and Postmasters and others 
will particularly oblige the publishers by furnishirfg a list of the Physicians and 
Lawyers of their county or neighbourhood. In addition to the business it may 
bring to the office, a copy of “ The Complete Florist,” or such other volume, 
will be sent by mail gratis for any ten or more names furnished free of cost# 
Philadelphia^ Ottober 3 1845. 
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